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Abdominal  viscera,  transposition  of 

Abemethy,  life  of 

Abortion 

Abscess  of  peritoneum 

Acerebrous  child  .    - 

Address  by  Dr.  Coventry 

Amenorrhoea,  cases  of 

Amputation 

of  thigh 
of  penis 
of  hip  joint 
of  all  the  limbs 
Anatomy,  study  of 
"         morbid 
"         comparative 
'*         artificial 
V         of  the  eye 
Anatomical  Museum  at  Bologna 
"  "  Boston 

"  '*  Florence 

<■'  Paris 

"  Pavia 

rooms,  Philadelphia 
preparations 
discoveries 
Anchylosis 
Aneurism,  Inguinal 

*'  ofinominata 

"  of  the  carotid  artery 

Anthrax 
Aperients 

Apoplexy,  69,  92,  118  ;  case  of 
Appetite,  inordinate,  with  fever 
April,  health  of 

Ardent  spirits  -  146, 

Arsenic,  test  of 
Artery,  carotid,  taken  up 

caeliac,  hepatic,  vertebral, 
muscular  coat  of 
small 

radial,  cut  with  a  lash 
injections  of 
Ascites,  with  gestation 

"       remarkable  case  of 
Auscultation 
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49,  60 
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117 

155 
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188,  193,  197,  201 

153 

200 

15 

146 

4,  85 

176 

144 

165 

202 

159,  164 


Baillie,  Dr.  character  of 
Ball  in  the  heart  of  a  buck 
Batchelder's  Dr.  notes  on  physiology 

"  "  surgery 

Bath,  nitro  muriatic  acid 
Bear,  comparative  anatomy  of 
Bedingfield's  practice,  by  Williams 
Bedrid  people,  apparatus  for 

"  "        bed  for 

Berkshire  Medical  School 

"  "  "      graduates  of 

Berlin  "  " 

Boston  "  " 

Berlin,  fever  in 
Bilious  fever,  case  of 
Bills  of  mortality 
Births  in  Boston,  148  ;  in  London 
Bladder,  inflamed 

"         coagulum  in  «- 

Blisters, 
Blood-root 

Blood,  transfusion  of 
"      principles  of 
Bone  setters 
Bone 

"    fragility  of,  and  cancer 
Boston  medical  school 
Botany 
Bowels,  inflamed 

"        constipation  of 
Bowdoin  college,  medical  students  of 
Boylston,  Zabdiel,  life  of 
Brain,  pierced  by  a  ball,  93  ;  by  a  straw 

"      dropsy  of  - 

"      hernia  of 

"      idiot's 
Bronchitis 
Bronchocele 

Brown  university,  medical  graduates  at 
Bulimia  ... 

Burials,  premature 
Burns 
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144 
140 
148 

97 
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13,  123 
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24,  40,  76,  163 
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188 
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145 
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186 
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188 
152 
152 
107,  111,  121 
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162 

152 

140 
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Cadwallader,  notice  of 
Caesarian  operation 
Calculus 

"         of  the  bladder 
"         of  the  kidney 
Cancer 

curative  process  of 
uterine 
of  breast 
lips 
nose 
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tongue 

mammae 


"  perineum 

Cantharis 

Carcinoma  of  eye,  37,  68  ;  mammae 
Carious  skull,  64  ;  thigh  bone 
Carriage  for  diseased  spines 
Cases  of  prevalent  disease 
Castration 

Cat,  comparative  anatomy  of 
Cataract  -  31,  46, 

Cattle,  diseases  of 
Catheter,  13,  98  ;  direction  of 
Caul 

Celsus,  life  of 
Celso  e  Selecta 
Cent  swallowed 
Charcoal,  vapour  of 
Charity,  application  of 
Cherry  stones  swallowed 
Chicken  pox 
Cholera,  infants' 
Chloride  of  lime' 
Chronic  disease 
Cirsocele 
Clothing,  careless 
Club  foot 

Coagulum  of  blood  in  the  bladder 
Colchicum 

College,  Massachusetts  Medical 
Colon  in  the  thorax 
Combustion,  spontaneous 
Complexness  of  medical  science 
Connecticut,  fever  in 
Constipation,  case  of,  117  ;  observations 
Consumption,  pulmonary 

"  tar  vapour  for 

Contraction,  muscular,  134  ;  by  disease 
Convulsions,  case  of 

"  puerperal 

Conway,  medical  lectures  in 
Cooper's,  Sir  Astley,  treatise  on  hernia 
Corpora  pyramidalia,  soft 
Costiveness 
Cough,  hooping 

Cow  pox  -  74,  143,  146, 

Credulity  of  invalids 
Criminals,  punishment  of 
Crotchet  for  placenta 
Croup  - 

Cubebs 

Cure,  spontaneous  -  36,  102, 

Cynanche  maligna 
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113,  179 

60,  166 
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47 
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177 

182 
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131 

68 
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36,99 

184 

111 

28 

145 

147 

203 
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175 

115 

160 

177 
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111,  119,  179 

178 

184 

110 

113 

20 

123 

191 

77,  96 

101,  122 

158,  168,  176 

115 

184 

30 

16,  195 

38 

111,  112,  114 
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Deafness  -  66 

Deaf  and  dumb  -  -  -  110 

Death,  sudden,  87  :  by   fasting,    160  ;    simulated, 

163  ;  by  opium,  179  ;  signs  of  by  hanging  113 

Delirium,  110  ;  from  wound  of  toe,  136  ;  tremulous   185 
Demence  -  87 

Dempster,  swallowed  a  knife  -  -  179 

Dentition  -  -  -  156 

Diabetes^  -  -  -  117 

Digestion  -  -  10,  19,  38 

Dislocations,  23 ;  of  hip  -  124,159,174 

Dissector,  case  of  death  -  -  105 

Dissecting  knife,  wounds  from  -  146 

Dollars  swallowed  80 

Dreams  -  -  102,  172,  196 

Dressings  after  operations  -  -  170 

Dress  -  -  -  18 

Dropsy  of  lungs,  195  ;  pericardium,   97,  105  ;  in 

the  head  of  a  fetus,  153  ;  abdominal,  79,  167  ;  of 

brain,  102,   107,  111,  121,  153;  of  spleen,  105; 

thorax 
Drunkenness  in  physicians 


Prunkards,  diseases  of 


195 

146 

83,  86,  90 


Duties  of  medical  m4n,  42  jacctiracy,  8G,  134,  147; 
apothecaries,  36,  199  ,  courage,  111  ;  deference 
to  others'  suggestions,  124  ;  education,  39,  86  ; 
experience,  27 1  forensic,  165  ;  improvement, 
134  ;  knowledge  of  the  mind,  15  ;  language,  15  ; 
pupils,  100  ;  records,  9,  25,  73,  172 ;  self-evami- 
nalion,  128 ;  speculation,  15,103;  steadiness, 
82  ;  temperance,  .  .  146 

Dwarfs,  64,  152;  parturition  of  -  124 

Dysentery  -  -  63,  68,  86 

Dyspepsia  -  -  45,  189 


Ear,  6,  22,  66  ;  trumpet  for  the 

Eau  medicinale  d'Husson 

Eccentricity 

Ecstacy 

Elbow,  dexterity  of 

Electricity 

Elephantiasis 

Emasculation 

Empaling 

Engravings  of  ruptured  uterus,  notice  of 

Epidemic,  varioloid,  129  ;  fevers 


156 

179 

95 

135 

156 

184 

21,26,  60 

144 

180 

112 

160 

59,  70,  113,  152 


Epilepsy 

Erotomania 

Errors  in  medicine 

Esquimaux  - 

Ether,  effects  of  by  inhalation 

Examination  after  death 

Excision,  from  armpit,  5  ;    jaw,  73;  tibia,  58;  of 

lower  jaw  - 

Excrescences,  horny 
Exercise 
Exostosis,  63  ;  of  nasal  bones 


Expression 
Eye,  anatomy  of 


91 

112 
163 
188 

128 

110 
152 
13 
191 
16.  20 
6,  22,  66,  188 


Fallopian  tube,  rupture  of  - 

Fatigue  .  .* 

Fatuity 

Faults  of  medical  men 

Fear,  effects  of 

February  - 

Feet,  deformity  of  - 

Fetus  .  .  .  157, 

Fever,  33,  49,  152,  155,  192  ;  -in  a  horse,  86  ;  in- 
termittent, 16,  35,  89  ;  puerperal,  71,  74,  111, 
152,  158,  160,187;  spotted,  34 ;  typhous,  46, 
49,  101  ;  essays  on,  by  Dr.  N.  Smith,  121  :  yel- 
low, 48,  66,  89  ;  bilious,  case  of,  110  ;  endemic, 
173 ;  gastro-endemic 

Fireworks,  - 

Fistula 

Flesh,  propensity  for  human  .   - 

Fletcher,  bedrid  - 

Foxglove  -  - 

Fracture,  of  frontal  bone,  27,  84  ;  arm,  35  ;  jaw, 
63  ;  nasal  bone,  62,  80  ;  thigh,  31,  63,  174,  178  ; 
skull,  80,  107,  108,  133,  169  ;  parietal  bone 

Fresh  provisions 

Fright 

Fruit 

Fungus  of  stomach,  199;  harmatodes  145, 

Fury        .         . 


190 
172 
88 
134 
192 
168 
181 
113 


192 
31 
100 
1C3 
134 
67 
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172 
154 

70 
1G0 

91 


Galvanism                 .                   .                   .  201 

Ganglions                  ...  J76 

Genius                 -                 -                 -  194,  198 

Giants                     -                     -                     -  64 

Gland,  thyroid,  143  ;  prostate,  146  ;  inguinal  190 

Glass  swallowed                    .                      .  188 

Gonorrhoea                 -                -             -  38,  160 

Good's  study  of  medicine                  -  163,  169 

Graduates,  medical,  Pi.  I.                      -  152 

Gun  shot  wounds                 -                 -  142,  196 

Habit,  59,  35 :  effects  of  -  -  203 

Hair,  change  of  colour,  102,  192;    ball  of,  in  the 

stomach  of  an  ox  -  -  184 

Halibut,  comparative  anatomy  of  -  45 

Hallucination  -  r  131 

Hand  and  arm  by  the  side  of  the  head  122 

Headach,  99,  102,  101,  118  ;  periodical  78 

Head,    wounds  of  -  -  10Q 

Heart,  enlarged,  35,  179  ;  impulse  of  180  ;  ossified, 

61  :  spasms  of,  9  ;  malformation  of,  162  ;  woun$  144 
Hematury  -  -  117 


Hemiplegy 


11,  47,  120 


INDEX. 


Hemorrhage,  133;  remedy  for  after  extraction  of 
tooth,  173  ;  umbilical,  23  ;  uterine,  30,  97,  34  ; 
from  the  lungs  34,  38,  54,  67,  121, 

Hermodactvl 

Hernia,  85,"  105,  109,  133,  125,  147,  171  ;  strangu- 
lated, 142,  145  :  of  the  brain,  132,  139  :  opera- 
tion for,  126  ;   Hindoo 

Hip,  95  ;  inflamed,  69,  73  ;  carious,  73  ;  dislocation 
of,  124;  spontaneous 

Hippocrates,  life  of,  24  ;  aphorisms  of 

Hohenlohe,  prince  -  -  134, 

Horse 

Hospitals,  86,  92;  of  Paris.  1,  5,  12,  70,  92; 
dlosex,  report  of,  114  ;  Massachusetts 

Hunter  William,  life  of 

Hydrocele 


129 
172 


164 

159 
161 

179 
198 


Hydrophobia 

Hj'pochondria 

Hysteria 

Iceland  moss 

Idiosyncrasy 

Idiotism 

Imbecility 

Imperforate  anus 

Impregnation  by  semen  of  a  dog 

Incised  wounds 

Incubus 

Indigestion 

Inflammation,    67,78,    145,  113, 


Mid- 
192,  204 
74 
80 
52,  146 
99 
78 

119 
15 
76 
88 
69 

143 
57 

142 

189 


Menstruation,  disordered,  10,  38  ;  obstructed  182 

Mercury  -  -  155 

"        vapour  of  -  -  185 

Meteorology  of  Boston,  82,  85  ;  Georgia  177 

Midwifery  -  -  169,  182 

Milk  »     .  •  H5 

Miller,  Dr.  life  of  -  -  172 

Mind,  102  ;  state  of,  conducive  to  ill  health  14 

Mineral  waters  -  .    -  119 

Monsters  -  -  8,  69,  80,  157 

Monstrosity  in  a  pig  -  -  164 

Mortification,  127  ;    by  opening  a  body  152 

Motes  ...  84 

Motion,  animal,  8,  16,  20,  63 ;  impaired  power  of      60 
Mouse,  comparative  anatomy  of  -  45 

Mummies  -  -  5,  18,  94,  176 


114: 


rue,  cured  by  incision, 
kidnies,    101  ;    liver, 


123 
187 
133 


bowels,  134  ;  of  ton; 

of  peritoneum   and 

blood  vessels 
Injections 
limes,  John,  life  of 
Insane,  retreat  for  in  Hartford,  176  ;    asylum  for  in 

Paris 

Insanity  -  101,102,95,110,124 

Intemperance  192,197,201 


190 

144 
164 

148 


Intestines 

Intus  susception 

Iodine 

Iron  swallowed 

Irritation 

Itch 

Jamaica,  diseases  of 
Jefferson  co.  diseases  of 
Joint,  hip,  knee 
"     artificial 


Murder,  5,  6  ;  by  lunatics 

Muscles 

Music  i  . 

My ddleton's  treatise 

Nsevus  maternus 

Nasal  bones,  destruction  of 

Needles  in  the  arm 

Negroes,  white 

Nerves,  brachial,  35  ;  optic,  66 

face,  152 ;  recurrent 
Neuralgia  - 

New  England,  diseases  of 
Nightmare  -  - 

Nose,  66  ;  new,  164 ;  operation  for  new  one 
Nostril,  death  by  a  straw  in 
Nostrums  -  - 

Nymphae,  cohesion  of 


ulnar,  64  ;   of  the 


135 
3,62 
164 

148 

176 
159 
175 

188 


152 
31 

182 
142 
181 
152 
143,  179 
168 


146, 


158,  132 
160 
120 
188 
112 
2 

156 

93 

23.  50 

164 


151 


111, 


Knee,  45,  74,  95  ;  joint,  diseases  of,  159  ;  inflamed, 
74  ;  diseased 


115 


Lacon  -  -  -  172 

Lactation,  male,  70  ;  diseases  of,  98  ;  in  the  ass         146 
Lancet,  spring  -  -  156 

Law  for  medical  science  -  -  164 

Lead,  extract  of  192 

Lectures,  by  Dr.  March,  108  ;  by  Mr.  Cotting  140 

Leeches,  36,  102  ;  swallowed,  84  ;  breeding  of  187 

Lettsom,  Dr.  John  C.  life  of,    199  ;   his   character 

vindicated  -  -  204 

Life  .  .  23, 41,  158 

Ligament  -  :^*     .  -  3,  23 


Liver,  66  ;  idiot's,  76  ;  diseases  of  51, 

Longevity  ... 

Louhius  gibbus,  comparative  anatomy  of 
Lungs,  diseases   of,  34,  35,  58,  67,  70  ;   abscesses 
of,  34  ;  tubercles  in,  3o,  132 ;  cyst  on 


Luxation  of  knee-pan,  82 
Lymphatics,  injection  of 


thigh 


4,82, 


Lynx 


59 

196 

62 

105 

124 
146 
190 


O'Conner,  Miss,  narrative  of 

Olivary  bodies 

Opium,  use  of,  201  ;  recovery  from  the  effects  of 

Opthalmia,  symptoms  of 

Oysters,  diseases  after  eating 

Palate,  artificial 

Palsy 

Panther,  anatomy  of 

Paraplegia 

Parry,  notice  of 

Pathology 

Pelvis  contents  of 

Pennsylvania  University,  medical  graduates  at 

Percival,  Edward 

Pericardium,  pus  in  - 

Perineum,  laceration  of 

Peritoneum  .  .  .    . 

Phrenology  - 

Physiology,  work   by  Dr.  Batchelder, 

nomena  of 
Piles 

Pillow,  Napoleon 
Plague,  cure  of 
Plumbstones  swallowed 
Pneumonia  -  -    . 

Polypus  in  the  stomach 
Potass,  poisoning  by 
Predisposition 
Premium 

Princess  Pauline's  death 
Principle,  restorative 
Prize  questions,  68  ;  dissertations 
Prunus  Virginiana 
Puberty  in  a  child 
Puerperal  disease 
Pulsations  in  epigastric  region 


133 

191 


Magnesia,  147;  in  diabetes                     -  \yi 

Maine,  school  of  medicine                        -  2 

Majendie,  life  of                    -                     -  3 

Malformation  of  stomach                -             -  140 

Mania,  100 ;  puerperal                 -                 -  95 

Manufactures                    -                       -  94 

Masturbation                -                -           19,  111,  H2,  67 

Materia  vJedica  by  Dr.  Zollickoffer  108 

]\"easles,  sulphur  to  prevent                       -  143 

3\  ■  liical  association,  New-Haven,  160;    school  in 

South  Carolina,  and  New-York,  168;  study  184 
MeaicJDfc,  state,  105  ;  in  Spain,  191;  in  India,  196  ; 

origin  of                        -                           .  203 

Memory,  lost                -  20U 


Pulse 
Purgatives 
Putrefaction 
Pyroligneous  acid 

Quicksilver 

Pv.ape 

Rattlesnake,  bite  of 

Recorder,  medical 

P».ecovery  of  persons 

Refinement,  false 

Report  of  medical  society 

Rest 

Reunion  of  bone 

Rheumatism 

Riding 


203 

190 

73 

187 
117 
196 
191 
164 
169 

73 
195 

71 
141 
170 
171 
164 
140;    phe- 

158 

67 

54 

185 

86,  123 

44,  46,  65,  69 

199 

190 

113 

200 

113 

114 

172,  203,  304 

113 

162 

78 
113 


Saddle,  surgical  ,  "■  200 

Salem  dispensary  '    -  204 

Salisbury,  N.  H.  diseases  of  53,  61,  77,  81,  109 

Salmon,  squirrel,  sword  fish,  comparative  anatomy 

of  -  -  -  45 

Scalp,  painful  affections  of  -  153 

Sclerotic  tumour  -  66 

Sea  sickness  46 

Senses,  preternatural  operation  of  156 

Sensibility  -  -  .102 

Sepulture  -  1,  5,  12,  17,  28,  46,  49 

Serpents,  cure  for  bite  of  -  185 

Shippen,  Wm.  M.  D.  life  of  -  156 

Skalltorp,  village  of  -  -  184 

Skull  -  -  -  52 

Sleep  18 

Small  pox,  in  London,  196  ;  in  Philadelphia,  198  ; 
in  Concord,  139  ;  secondary,  154  ;  case  of,  141, 
148,  155  ;  in  sheep,  160,  167 ;  after  vaccination, 
166,  177  ;  in  Portland  -  198 

Snake  extracted  from  the  stomach  .  155 

Society,  medical,  New  Haven  .  204 

Soldier  found  in  a  horse  -  172 

Somnambulism  -  -  160 

Spasms,  189  ;  from  a  splinter  -  136 

Speculum  -  -  200 

Speech,  loss  of  -  142,  169 

Sphacelus  of  palate,  69  ;  of  scrotum  74 

Spiders,  death  by  eating  -  156 

Spleen,  enlarged  -  -  105 

St.  Vitus1  dance  -  -  152 

Staphyloraphia,  operation  for  »  191 

Stethoscope  -  194 

Stomach,  in  the  thorax,  58,  103  ;  inflamed  99 

Stone  in  the  bladder,  45,  48,  49,  56,  143,  146 ;  in- 
strument to  break  -  31 
Students,  medical,  in  N.  E.  -  -  140 
Study,  sedentary  •  -  -  13 
Suicide  -  -  91 
Swaim's  panacea  -  .  -  84 
Syphilis 


57,  144 

146,  181 

97 

184 

3 

77,  124,  198 

159 

162 

152 

136 

187 

184 

124 


37,  113,  116,  164 
123 
158 
143 

72,  185 

5 

52 

204 

.       -  182 

14 

144 

69 

178 

57,  85,  115,  122 

188 


Taliacotian  operation 

Tar,  vapour  of 

Teeth,  7,  13  ;  loss  of 

Tendons 

Tetanus 

Thigh,  63 ;  bone,  33  ;  caries  of 

Thorax,  wound  of 

Tic  doloureux 

Toe,  delirium  from  wound  of 

Tongue,  bitten,  116  ;  swallowing 

Transylvania  university,  students  in 

Treatises,  new 

Trephine  -  9,  37,  44,  58,  93,  114,  124, 166 

Trinidad,  fees  in  .  .  130 

Tubercles,  178  ;  in  abdomen,  39  ;  in  lungs  35,  132 

Tumour  of  breast  44 

Tympanum  »  .  184 

Typhus,  analysis  of  -  149 

Ulcers,  1,  12,  69  ;  cured  by  vaccination  141 

Urethra  obliterated  ,  .  147 

Urine,  incontinence  of  ,  .  123 

Uterus,  separation  of,  161  ;  rupture  of,  68,  84, 166, 
172  ;  in  a  cow,  122  ;  seton  needle  in  158 

Vaccination,  157,  164,  167;  for  ulcers,  141  ;  fatal 

case  of,  176  ;  after  small  pox  .                 1 88 

Vaginum,  speculum  for                .  .                 200 

Vapour,  mercurial             .              .  .             185 

Varicocele               ,                    .  .                   184 

Varioloid  disease,  125  ;  epidemic  128,  137,  140,  167 

Veins,  accidental  development  of  .             190,192 

Venesection                .                 .  .                  112 

Viscera,  transposition  of              .  .                  181 

Vital  action,  41  ;  restorative  .                   102 

Voice,  39  ;  in  animals                .  .                 164 

Volition                   .  .99 


Warts 

White  swelling 
Willis,  F.  life  of 
Wind-pipe,  nail  in 
Worms,  21  ;  intestinal 


160 

168 
58,  112 

122 
174 


Wounds,  incised,  57  ;  by  cannon  balls,  89,  93  ;  of 
the  head,  106  ;  of  thorax,  162 ;  gun-shot,  142, 
196  ;  by  dissection,  146,  153 ;  face  .  159 

Wry  neck  .  .  ,  80,  146 
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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

.  In  the  United  States,  where  Science  is  cherished  as 
the  palladium  of  national  prosperity^  every  attempt 
to  diffuse  truth  meets  with  a  cordial  reception.  No 
study  is  more  rapidly  gaining  the  dignity  it  so  obvi«- 
ously  merits  than  Medicine.  A  few  years  ago,  it  was 
not  uncommon  for  people  to  be  born  bone-setters, 
whose  chirurgical  celebrity  was  vis  immediate  as  their 
methods  of  operation  were  infallible.  Cancer  Doctors, 
devoured  the  humble  victims  of  their  duplicity  with 
a  slow  but  certain  torture  ;  and  a  seventh  son,  how- 
ever mean,  was  a  favourite,  of  fortune  and  the  pecu- 
liar gift  of  Providence.  These  scenes  of  ignorance 
are  passing  away.  Reason,  the  best  weapon  against 
the  absurdities  that  have  enslaved  the  mind,  has  tri- 
umphed over  bigotry  and  superstition. 

The  industry  of  a  few  solitary  individuals,  aided  by 
<*enius  and  a  philanthropic  ambition  to  lay  a  sure 
foundation  for  medical  science  in  this  Hemisphere, 
fostered  by  legislative  wisdom,  and  liberal  and  en- 
lightened communities,  has  nearly  accomplished 
what  their  warmest  humanity  could  have  reasonably 
anticipated.  Medical  Colleges,  Institutions  and  Hos- 
pitals are  established  on  benevolent  principles,  authors 
are  multiplied,  and  libraries  are  numerous. 

Almost  every  season  presents  peculiarities  in  its 
diseases,  requiring  consequent  curative  modifications, 
which  can  be  known  only  by  experience.  The  re- 
sults of  such  experience  should  have  immediate  pub- 
licity, that  medical  men  may  possess  the  information 
for  which  they  have  immediate  need. 

It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  give  opportunity  of 
communicating  without  delay  histories  of  recent  cases, 
developing  the  character  of  prevalent  diseases  ;  to 
furnish  seasonable  information  on  subjects  which  re- 
gard public  health  -,  and  to  present  the  reader  with  a 
variety  of  miscellaneous  matter,  on  subjects  relating 
to  medicine,  that  many  times  is  withheld  from  the 
public  in  general  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
the    works   from   which  they  are  obtained. 


The  season  presents  no- prevailing-epidemic.  Fevers  of 
a  mild  typhoid  type,  and  pulmonic  diseases  have  been 
frequent  in  this  vicinity,  in  the  spring.  In  some  towns 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  many  severe  cases  of  en- 
teritis have  occurred.  The  treatment  has  generally 
been  successful.  Bleeding  is  one  of  the  first  remedies 
resorted  to  ;  and,  in  most  cases,  where  the  patient  i-s 
plethoric,  copious  bleeding. 


SEPULTURE. 

At  Saulieu,  Burgundy  a  jwtild  catarrhal  fever  wai? 
epidemic.  A  very  co.'puk'iit  body  was  buried  in  the 
Church  of  St.  Satu'nin.  Twenty-three  days  after,  a 
pit  was  opened  by  t'.ie.  «;e  of  that  in  which  was  the 
corpulent  body,  to  a  bury  aXvoman,  who  died  in  child- 
bed, under  this  fever.  A  most  fetid  odour  immediate- 
ly filled  the  church  and  affected  all  who  entered.  In 
putting  the  woman's  coffin  into  the  pit,  some  sanies 
issued — its  odour  strongly  affected  the  assistants.  Of 
one  hundred  and  seventy  people  who  entered  the 
church,  from  the  opening  of  the  pit  till  the  burial, 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  were  attacked  with  a  pu- 
trid malignant  fever,  somewhat  resembling  the  epi- 
demic. Its  nature  and  intensity  left  no  doubt  it  owed 
its  malignity  to  the  infection  of  the  church. — Mem. 
sur.  Vusage  cfenlcrrer  dans.,  les  e'glises  el  les  villes  .-  par 
M.  Maret,  ctWbre  me.d.  Dijon  1773. 

A  malignant  epidemic  fever,  caused  by  removal  of 
the  earth  of  the  cemetery  of  St.  Peter's  Church,,  also 
shows  the  danger  of  burials  in  churches  and  popu- 
lous places. — At  Auvergne,  an  old  cemetery  was  dug 
over  to  embellish  the  town  ;  soon  after,  an  epidemic 
appeared  which  carried  off  a  great  many  people,  par- 
ticularly the  poor,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of-  the 
cemetery.  Six  years  before,  a  like  cause  produced  an 
epidemic  in  Amber t,  in  AviveTgne.^Dissert.  de. .M 
Haguenot,  Prof,  en  Med.  dans  Punivers.  de  Mlpellier. 

In  this  Dissert,  and  M.  MarePs  Mem*  are  described 
the  terri'de  consequences  of  infection  m  the  Cathe- 
dral of  Mtpellier  from  burials* 


The  body  of  a  very  fat  person  was  buried  under  a 
foot  of  earth  and  eight  inches  of  stone  ;  the  abun- 
dant vapours  from  it  made- it  necessary  to  dig-  it  up. 
Three  diggers  undertook  '  it — two  of  them  were  at- 
tacked with  violent  vomiting,  and  k-ft  the  work  ;  the 
third  determined  to  finish  it,  and  died  in  ten  days  af- 
ter.— M.  Berrard  in  Obs.  de  Physique  par  M.  PAbbe' 
Rosier,  I. 

The  Curate  of  Aniay-le-Duc,  Normandy,  after  hav- 
ing breathed  the  infected  air  from  the  body  he  was 
burying,  had  a  putrid  disease  which  reduced  him  to 
the  last  extremity. — Journ.  Encyclop.  1773. 

The  lord  of  a  village,  two  leagues  from  Nantz, 
died.  To  place  his  coffin  according  to  his  friends1 
wishes,  it  was  necessary  to  remove  several  coffins, 
among  which  was  that  of  his  relation.  A  most  fetid 
odour  spread  itself  in  the.  church.  Fifteen  of  the  visit- 
ants died  shortly  after  ;  the  four  persons  who  removed 
the  coffins  died  first ;  six  curates,  present  at  the  cere- 
mony, hardly  escaped  death. — Gazelle  de  Sante',  Fe'v. 
1774. 

The  water  of  the  wells  below  the  cemetery  of  St. 
Louis,  at  Versailles,  could  not  be  used  on  account  of 
its  fetidness. — Recueil  de  pie'ees  concernant  lee  cimc- 
tie'res  de  Versailles,  1774. 

At  Lectoure,  169  miles  S.  W.  from  Paris,  the  open 
ing  of  a  body    was  followed  by  an  epidemic. 

In  digging  vaults  in  the  church  of  St.  Eustache,  Pa- 
ris, it  was  necessary  to  move  some  bodies,  and  to  put 
others  in  a  vault  which  had  been  long  time  shut. 
Children  who  went  to  catechism  in  the  church,  and 
many  adults,  were  seized  with  difficulty  of  respiration, 
irregularities  of  pulse,  some  of  them  with  convulsions 
of  the  limbs. — Rapport  de  M.  Ferret,  docteur  regent  de 
la  Faculte'  de  Paris. 

From  1776,  burials  in  towns  and  churches,  is  forbid- 
den in  France.  In  1810,  an  Archbishop  of  Aix  in 
vain  solicited  of  the  government  the  favour  to  be  bu- 
ried in  his  cathedral. 

The  last  burial  ground  established  by  the  city  of 
Boston,  is  in  a  remote  part  of  its  suburbs ;  it  presents 
great  neatness  and  security. 


MATER.IA    MED1CA. 

Sanguindria  Canadensis* 
Blood-Root. — It  is  known  but  to  few  people,  that 
this  pulverized  root  is  one  of  the  best  escharotics.  On 
those  ulcers  of  the  leg,  peculiar  to  aged  people,  that 
have  baffled  the  skill  of  many  distinguished  surgeons, 
the  daily  application  of  blood-root,  sprinkled  liberally, 
has  been  followed  by  wonderful  cures.  The  ichorous 
discharge  generally  soon  has  a  healthier  appearance, 
and  granulations  rapidly  close  the  ulcer.  Most  phy- 
sicians have  remarked  the  extreme  difficulty  of  heal- 
ing ulcers  of  the  mamma,  a  very  frequent  malady. 
With  the  continued  use  of  blood-root,  the  spongy  ap- 
pearance, and  fiery  redness  soon  disappears  ;  and  spee- 
dy recovery  generally  takes  place.  There  are  but  few 
cases  where  blood-root  may  not  be  used  with  as  much 
success,  as  an  escharotic,  as  the  oxiduin  hyd.  rubrum. 
In  the  cases  in  which  it  has  been  recommended,  no 
medicine  has  been  found  more  efficient.  Ed. 


HOSPITALS  OF  PARIS. 

HOTEL-DIEU 

Presents  a  room  for  daily  meeting  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospital ;  an 
acre  of  garden-walk  for  female  patients,  a  ward 
of  90  beds,  one  of  66 — a  room  for  receiving 
and  changing  the  dress  of  patients,  a  ward  of 
42  beds;  another  op  stairs  of  50;  others  con- 
taining 340 :  a  roofed  bridge,  over  the  Seine, 
leading  to  the  men's  hospital,  viz.  a  ward  con- 
taining, with  another  smaller,  98  beds;  two 
wards  94;  another  40.  On  the  2d  floor,  a 
ward  with  two  appendages,  184. — 3d  floor,  two 
nards,  104,  79:  4th  floor,  75.  The  sexes  can 
attend  chapel  withe  at  communication,.  There 
1  are  rooms  for  dlssec  'icr> . 


The  bedsteads  are  of  painted  wood,  furnish- 
ed with  a  straw  bed,, two  mattresses,  a  bolster, 
one  or  two  pillows;  white  calico  curtains, 
yearly  sent  to  the  fuller  to  be  passed  through 
sulphur.  In  some  wards  are  4  ranges  of  beds. 
The  windows,  as  is  generally  the  case  on  the 
Continent,  open  as  folding  doors;  here  they 
are  also  divided  into  several  doors,  for  various 
degrees  of  ventilation  ;  single  panes  open  thus. 
The  ceiling  is  every  where  pierced  with  holes  of 
two  or  three  inches'  diameter  ;  the  lamps  hang- 
ing from  the  ceiling  have  over  them  a  funnel 
with  a  large  month,  to  convey  the  smoke  into 
the  air.  M.  Dupuytren  is  principal  surgeon, 
successor  to  M.  Pe  lie-tan-. 

HOPITAL  DE  LA  PITIE' 

Consists  of  4  courts,  of  which  three  are  gar- 
den-walks. The  2d  has  two  buildings,  the  2d 
and  3d  floors  of  which  are  occupied  by  wards. 
The  3d  and  4th  courts  are  respectively  occu- 
pied by  the  sexes.  There  are  600  beds  in  23 
well  ventilated  wards. 

HOPITAL   DE  LA   CHARITe' 

Has  200  beds  for  men,  100  for  women,  ;  the 
beds  are  4  French  feet  wide,  covered  with  white 
woollen  cloth,  in  place  of  green,  which  was 
found  objectionable.  The  Amphitheatre  can 
contain  200  students.  M.  Roux  succeeds  M. 
Boyer,  as  principal  surgeon. 

HOPITAL  ST.   ANTOINE 

Has  3  stories,  250  beds  ;  the  wounded  occupy 
in  the  1st  story  an  apartment  95  ft.  long,  14  ft.  • 
7  inches  high,  16  ft.  2  inches  wide.  The  fe- 
verish occupy  the  2d.  story  224  ft.  long,  15  ft. 
1 1  inches  high,  divided  into  3  rooms,  two  of 
which  are  16  ft.  wide,  the  other  21  ft.  9  inches. 
Convalescents  occupy,  in  another  building,  two 
stories,  each-68  ft.  long,  23  wide,  10 — 11  high. 
In  an  appendage  to  the  Hospital  are  two 
wards,,  of  16  beds  each,  for  wounded  men; 
another  appendage  has  two  wards  of  12  beds 
each  for  wounded  women.  There  is  a  room 
for  advice  to  out-patients  ;  a  room  for  dissec- 
tion, in  a  retired  court. 

HOPITAL    NECKER 

Has  a  large  garden  ; 
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The  beds  have  curtains  of  white   cotton, 
summer,  blue  in  winter;    are  3  ft.  wide,  & 


in 

ft. 
apart— there  are  two  ranges  of  beds  in  every 
ward,  8  ft.  apart. — M.  Bafosse  is  surgeon. 

HOPITAL    COCHIN, 

Built  1782;  the  architect  was  M.  Viel.  It  is 
244  feet  long;  has  100  beds — the  first  floor  has 
two  wards  64  and  60  ft  long,  20  ft.  4  inches 
wide,  17  high — on  the  second  floor,  the  wards 
are  9  ft.  high.  The  garden-walk  is  famished 
with  oaken  benches  ;  its  sides  are  for  the  sexes 
respectively. 

HOPITAL   BEAUJON' 

Has  30  beds   for   wounded  people,*    110  for 

others ;   for  the  sexes  equally.     The  windows 

jare  generally  opposite  each  other,  those  on  one 

id&  facing  the  court-yai^   the    others  facing 
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the  garden.  The  first  floor,  for  women,  is  56 
ft  long,  16  wide,  13  high — second  floor  is  for 
men,  the  third  has  3  small  wards  for  each  sex. 
The  curtains  do  not  cover  the  tops  of  the  beds. 
The  garden  is  divided  for  the  sexes.  There 
is  a  room  for  gratuitous  advice  to  out-patients, 
and  a  room  for  the  dead,  in  an  inclosure  in  a 
corner  of  the  garden. 

HOSPITAL   OF    CHILDREN  ABOVE  TWO  YEARS  OLD, 

Has  sometimes  as  many  as  600  beds ; 

129  beds  for  boys  under  acute  disease, 

83     "       "     girls       "         "  " 

30     "       «        "        "     surgical,  " 
40      a        "        it  u  u        u 

The  other  beds  are  for  chronic  disease,  itch, 
tinea  capitis,  scrofula.  Every  bed  has  a  shelf — 
the  windows  have  curtains. 

The  principal  court-yard  is  planted  with  lin- 
den trees  ;  is  a  walk  for  the  boys  ;  another  such 
court,  between  one  of  the  gardens  and  the 
building  occupied  by  the  girls,  is  their  walk. 

Contagious  diseases  are  in  buildings,  one  for 
each  sex,  with  a  court-yard  to  each,  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  hospital  by  large  gardens 
and  completely  from  one  another.  Another 
building,  containing  a  ward  of  45  beds,  faces  a 
large  garden.    Out-patients  receive  advice  here. 

Those  children,  who  are  able,  are  taught  dai- 
ly in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  religion. 

From  1810  to  1813,  four  years,  6,164  boys, 
4,647  girls  entered;  2,071  died — 115  the  first 
day,  174  the  second  day,  212  within  4  days 
more.  Mothers  are  unwilling  to  resign  their 
charge  till  they  begin  to  despair ;  then,  for  the 
advantage  of  burial,  they  send  their  very  sick 
child  to  the  Hospital. — M.  Bafosse  is  surgeon; 
M.  Jadelot  physician.     He  cures 

Itch, 
by  two  to  twelve  warm  baths,  in  a  tub  of  wood  or 
masonry  ; — sulphur  of  soda,  or  of  potass,  4  to  5 
oz.  are  dissolved  in  the  bath.  Sometimes  a  little 
sulphuric  acid  is  added,  at  the  moment  oi  using 
the  bath,  to  favour  the  extrication  of  the  sul- 
phurated hydrogen  gas,  from  which  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  guard  the  lungs ; — or,  he  uses  an  oint- 
ment of  sulphur  of  potass  6  drams,  mixed  under 
moderate  heat  with  soap  4  oz,  essential  oil  of 
popies  8  oz.  essential  oil  of  thyme,  or  of  anise  18 
Fr.grs.  to  conceal  the  odour.  M.  J's.  baths  are 
used  with  constant  success  at  the  hospital  of  the 
House  of  detention  de  la  Force. 

Since  1800,  M.  Alibert  cures  itch  in  7  or  8 
days,  by  washing  parts  affected,  morning  and 
evening,  with  sulphur  of  potass,  or  of  soda,  one 
and  a  half  ounce  to  each  pint  of  boiling  water, 
to  which  is  added  sulphuric  acid,  from  2  to  4 
drams. 

M.  Dupuytren  has  used,  this  long  time,  sul- 
phur of  potass,  or  of  soda,  4  oz.  dissolved  in 
half  a  pint  of  water,  in  an  earthern  vessel,  in 
the  open  air;  sulphuric  acid,  1-2  oz.  is  added 
by  degrees,  the  mixture  being  stirred  in  the 
mean  time  with  a  stick.  The  mixture  is  kept 
well  corked.  When  it  is  used,  it  is  shaken,  2 
or  3  ounces  poured  into  a  plate,  and  rubbed  by 
the  hand  twice  daily  on  the  parts  affected  :  from 
one  to  ten  applications  are  required.  These 
treatments  do  not  interfere  with  the  patient's 
business,  or  intercourse  with  society. 

At  the  Hospital  St.  Antoine  is  M.  Darcet's 
box  for 

Fumigation, 
of  twelve  persons  at  once,  under  various  diseas- 
es ;  established  prinA    ally  on  suggestions  pub- 
lished 1659,  1753,  17/    ,  1805,  and  on  20  years' 

\ 


use  in  Germany.  In  Wallace's  "  Observations 
on  Fumigations,"  is  a  drawing  of  it.  In  itch,  two 
fumigations  daily,  of  an  half  hour  each,  from  six 
to  ten  days,  are  used;  eight  grammes  of  sublim- 
ed sulphur  for  each.  Assalini,  of  Naples,  cur- 
ed 500  people  by  6000  fumigations — his  appa- 
ratus very  conveniently  fumigates  any  part  of 
the  body  separately.  The  appearance  of  the 
skin  is  somewhat  changed  for  some  days  after. 
Dr.  Biett,  chief  director  of  the  fumigations,  va- 
pour and  mineral  baths  at  the  Hospital  St.  An- 
toine, who  daily  passes  8  hours  in  this  ser- 
vice, says  "youths,  and  some  women  are  liable 
to  faintness  and  sensation  of  suffocation  under 
this  fumigation.  People  disposed  to  apoplexy, 
old  asthmatic  people,  those  under  chronic  ca- 
tarrh, phthisical  people,  those  apparently  un- 
der organic  affections  of  the  heart,  pregnant, 
menstruating  women,  those  liable  to  uterine 
hemorrhage,  should  not  use  this  fumigation." 

M.  Darcet's  box  is  used  at  lioiel-dieu,  Char- 
ite',  St.  Antoine,  Maison  d'accouchement,  Maison 
royale  de  Sante',  Hopital  Militaire  de  Val-de- 
Grace. 

M.  Gale's  has  a  private  establishment,  sup- 
plied with  beds  to  receive  patients  after  fumi- 
gation. M.  Prosper,  formerly  superintendent 
of  baths  at  Hospital  St.  Louis,  has  an  establish- 
ment for  fumigation  and  hydro-sulphurous  baths. 

Nine  fumigatorj'  boxes  have  been  construct- 
ed in  Boston.  People  afflicted  with  itch  may 
be  well  satisfied  with — sublimed  sulphur,  com- 
bined with  enough  lard  to  make  an  ointment ; 
to  a  pound  of  which  a  dram  and  a  half  of  vola- 
tile oil  of  lemon  or  of  lavender  is  added,  to 
conceal  the  odour  of  sulphur  :  effected  parts 
are  thoroughly  rubbed  with  this  ointment,  in 
a  comfortable  temperature,  once,  or  oftener 
even  in  the  same  day.  If  it  is  desirable. to  save 
the  clothes  from  odour,  the  patient,  during  this 
short  treatment,  may  be  abed  in  a  sheet  tempo- 
rarily sewed  like  a  bag. 

ANATOMY. 

THE  MUSEUM   OF  NATURAL  HISTORY,  FLORENCE, 

Consists  of  seventeen  rooms  for  anatomical 
and  vegetable  models  in  wax,  c.  g.  six  statues 
for  full  demonstration  of  the  superficial  and 
deep  seated  lymphatics,  made  from  the  pre- 
parations which  served  for  Mascagni's  book. 
The  lymphatics  of  the  different  organs  and 
viscera,  are  represented  by  separate  figaires  ; 
e.  g.  Splanchnology  is  represented  by  nearly  six 
hundred  pieces  :  the  three  principal  cavities  in 
one  mass :  each  organ  separately  :  numerous 
sections  of  the  brain  and  heart.  The  red  ves- 
sels and  the  nerves  are  most  beautifully  traced 
to  their  last  ramification. 

Every  thing  which  concerns  parturition,  the 
respective  situation  of  parts,  and  the  principal 
operations. 

Every  model  is  accompanied  by  a  coloured 
drawing,  in  which,  e.  g.  statues  of  the  natural 
size  are  reduced  to  twenty  inches. 

Every  model  is  inclosed  in  an  ellipsis,  whose 
circumference  is  divided  into  as  many  number- 
ed degrees  as  objects  represented.  From  the 
numbers,  proceed  dotted  lines  to  the  muscle, 
artery  or  nerve  represented  :  a  separate  sheet 
contains  explanations. 

In  one  room  three  bass-reliefs,  exquisitely  re- 
present the  plague. . 

A  colossal  statue,  designed  by  Fontana,  con- 
sists of  3,000  pieces;  the  muscles  are  moveable 


separately  ;  the  brain  presents  all  the  sections 
of  Vicq  d'Azyr,  spinal  marrow,  the  origin  of 
the  nerves,  the  lungs,  windpipe  ;  heart  in  pieces-; 
all  the  viscera. 

THE  NATURAL    CABINET  OF  PAVIA 

Is  much  more  valuable  than  the  Artificial 
one  of  Florence.  It  has  two  statues  for  full  de- 
monstration of  the  lymphatics ;  a  rare  injection 
of  the  superficial  lymphatics  of  the  heart,  and 
of  the  lower  limbs.  Scarpa,  by  the  microscope, 
exhibits  most  satisfactorily  the  organization  of 
the  most  delicate  parts. 

AT  bologna, 

Are  some  anatomical  models  in  wax,  belong- 
ing to  the  Institute;  and  in  the  Cabinet  and 
Theatre  of  Anatomy,  -and  in  the  School  of 
Sculpture,  some  excellent  models  of  the  mus- 
cular system. 

The  subtle  imitation  of  nature  in  the  appearance  of 
a  nerve,  an  artery,-  the  muscular  fibre,  and  even  the 
complex  arrangement  of  the  different  portions  of  the 
brain — the  colouring  of  veins,  and  reticular  substance 
— the  position  of  parts  and  exact  proportion  of  visce- 
ra, exhibited  in  masterly  models,  is  so  exact,  as  to  as- 
tonish and  delight  the  minute  anatomist. 

There  is  in  Boston,  a  collection  of  beautifully 
wrought  figures,  prepared  by  a  native  artist,  who  has 
recently  completed  another  work  of  much  labour, 
showing  the  gravid  uterus  and  abdominal  viscera  on 
the  same  subject.  The  delicate  texture  of  the  mem- 
branes surrounding  the  foetus,  the  placenta  and  funis 
umbilicalis,  are  finished  specimens  of  anatomical  in- 
genuity. 


The  London  papers  say  the  price  of  a  subject  for 
dissection,  is  fifteen  pounds,  five  shillings,  sterling. 
The  London  surgeons,  and  practical  anatomists,  have 
been  obliged  to  send  to  France  for  subjects.  In  Edin- 
liorough,  it  is  said  the  same  trouble  is  complained  of. 
Medical  skill  is  founded  on  critical  acquaintance  with 
anatomy  and  physiology. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 
Among  the  many  flourishing  institutions  in 
New-England  for  disseminating  medical  infor- 
mation, the  school  in  Maine,  connected  with 
Bowdoin  College,  claims  particular  notice.  Pro- 
fessor Cleaveland,  distinguished  as  a  Mineralo- 
gist, lectures  on  chemistry  and  Materia  Medica. 
Nathan  Smith,  M.  D.  founder  of  the  Medical 
School  at  Dartmouth  College,  and,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  operators  in  the  United  States, 
lectures  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  physic 
and  surgenr.  John  D.  Wells,  M.  D.  is  Profes- 
sor of  anatomy  and  surgery.  The  course  begins 
about  the  middle  of  February,  and  lasts  three 
months.  The  number  of  students,  the  present 
term,  is  fifty-one  ;  five  from  Massachusetts, 
three  from  New-Hampshire,  and  four  from 
Connecticut.  The  rest  belong  in  Maine.  This 
school  is  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees 
and  overseers  of  the  College,  and  receives  from 
the  state  one  thousand  dollars  a  year,  for  the 
purpose,  chiefly,  of  procuring  books,  plates, 
preparations,  and  apparatus.  An  extensive  and 
valuable  Anatomical  Cabinet  has  been  received 
from  Europe,  since  the  last  course  of  Lectures, 
believed  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  in  New- 
England.  It  contains  all  the  preparations  ne- 
cessary for  demonstration — a  collection  in  com- 
parative Anatomy,  many  valuable  specimens  of 
disease,  forty  of  anchylosis,  from  the  cabinet  of 
the  late  Professor  Thillaye,  Paris.  The  par- 
ticular management  of  the  Institution  is  com- 
mitted to  the  faculty  of  Medicine,  who  examine 
candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine, and  recommend  to  the  corporation  of  the 
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College  for  that  degree.  To  attain  it,  two 
courses  of  medical  lectures  must  have  been  at- 
tended, the  last  of  which,  at  least,  must  have 
been  at  Brunswick :  three  years  must  have 
been  devoted  to  professional  studies ;  and  some 
knowledge  of  Latin  and  experimental  philoso- 
phy must  have  been  acquired.  Price  of  tick- 
ets fifteen  dollars ;  or  forty-five  dollars  for  all 
the  lectures.  A  particular  account  of  the  Med- 
ical College  in  Boston,  of  the  Berkshire  Medi- 
cal Institution,  connected  with  Williams  Col- 
lege ;  of  the  Rhode-Island,  New -Hampshire, 
and  New-York  Medical  Seminaries,  will  ap- 
pear as  soon  as  correct  materials  are  collected 
for  the  purpose. 

BIOGRAPHY. 
'  M.  Majendie  received  his  Medical  Degree  in  1808. 
He  was  aware  of  the  errours  into  which  very  eminent 
physiologists  have  fallen,  from  the  paucity  of  their 
observations.  He  subjected  a  great  number  of  ani- 
mals to  the  ohjects  of  his  researches  ;  embraced  very 
numerous  opportunities  of  experiments  on  beheaded 
criminals  ;  availed  himself  of  the  great  facilities  for 
investigation  offered  hy  the  Veterinary  School  near 
Paris,  to  which  decayed  horses,  &c.  are  sent  for  phi- 
losophical purposes.  He  associated  with  him  M.  M. 
Biot,  teacher  of  Natural  Philosophy  ;  Dupuvtren, 
Surgeon  ;  Chevreul,  Chymist ;  Delisle,  now  Pro- 
fessor of  Botany  at  Montpellier,  a  pupil  of  the  New- 
York  School.  M.  Majendie's  physiology  points  out 
the  errours  of  some  of  the  most  correct  physiologists. 
His  section  on  the  intellect,  and  the  ten  following 
pages  are  beautiful. 


DESCE1PTIVE  ANATOMY. 
A  Membrane,  formed  of  layers  of  condensed 
cellular  substance,  sheaths  every  muscle,  dips 
into  its  interstices  and  the  bodies  of  bones,  hence 
called  periosteum,  and  enters  all  parts  of  the 
solids  of  the  body,  except  the  crowns  of  the 
the  teeth.  Thickened  over  the  joints,  it  forms 
the  Capsular  Ligament.  Its  folds  form  the  mu- 
cous bags,  bursa  mucosa.  Its  fibres,  dipping  in- 
to bones,  form  such  strong  connexions  with  them 
that  the  tearing  it  away  often  removes  the  ex- 
ternal lamina  of  bone.  In  this  membrane,  the 
muscles  and  tendons  are  inserted.  In  health, 
it  seems  insensible  ;  tike  bone,  it  is  acutely 
painful  when  diseased  or  inflamed.  But  for  it, 
the  delicate  fibres  of  muscles,  in  almost  con- 
stant motion  over  the  rough  surface  of  bone, 
would  be  worn  away. 

Muscles  constitute  the  flesh ;  they  are  ropes 
to  act  over  the  bones.  Every  muscle  has  a 
peculiar  action  limited  to  itself. 

Tendons  are  compact  bundles,  or  processes 
of  periosteum,  going  to  meet  their  muscle. 

Ligaments  bind  two  or  more  portions  of  bone 
together,  increase  their  strength,  and  attach 
the  muscular  fibres  which  are  to  act  at  a  dis- 
tance from  their  origin,  on  some  articulation. — 
It  is  impossible  to  find  a  process  or  point  on 
any  bone,  from  the  great  thigh-bone  to  the  or- 
biculare  of  the  internal  ear,  that  has  not  its 
connexion  formed  and  sustained  by  the  sole 
agency  of  the  ligaments.  They  vary  in  shape 
according  to  their  situation.  Some  are  flat, 
broad  and  thin  ;  others,  as  that  which  ties  >the 
head  of  the  osfemoris  into  the  acetabulum,  are 
round  :  by  the  sides  of  the  vertebrae,  their 
shapes  correspond  with  the  irregular  surfaces 
which  they  cover.  Their  substance  is  com- 
pact, coarse,  or  fine,  according  to  the  action, 
size,  or  strength  of  the  part.  About  the  pelvis, 
they  are  as  strong  as  tbe  bones,  which  can  be 
fractured    directly   under  thetn,    and  the  liga- 


ment still  preserve  its  hold.-    Around  the  pro- 
cessus dentatus,   and  the   transverse   ligament  of 
the  atlas,  which  confines  the  process  to  the  ar- 
ticular  surface    of   the    arch,    there   is    more 
strength,  though  the  ligament  is  comparatively 
small,  than  in  some  other  ligaments  of  the  body 
of  treble  size  and  length.     The  difference   is 
as   great    as  that   between   a  silk  cord   of  fine 
threads,  and  a  large  string,  of  flimsy  materials. 
The   small    one,   from   the    arrangement  of  its 
fibres,  being    able  to  sustain  a  weight  equal  to 
the  other  of  a  diameter  nine  or  ten  times  great- 
er.    The  wrist  h  delicate  and  strong,  from  the 
fine  order  of  the  ligaments.     The  ligaments  of 
the  cervical  vertebras  cannot  be  torn  from  the 
processes,  although   the  body  is  suspended  by 
the  neck,  unless  it  falls   nearly    its   length.      If 
the  body  falls  without  interruption,  the  reaction 
of  the  rope  lifts  the  atlas  from  the  dental  pro- 
cess.    Perhaps  not  in  one  case  out  of  twenty- 
five,  is  this  luxation  to  be  found.     Such  is  the 
tenacity  of  the   small    perpendicular    ligament 
on  the  apex  of  the  process,  and  the  transverse 
ligament,  they  keep  it  in  place,  and  the  cervical 
ligaments  sustain  the  shock. 

Ligaments  on  the  instep  run  in  various  direc- 
tions from  one  cuneiform  bone  to  the  other — 
the  fibres  of  one  often  riding  on  another,  and 
are  continued  a  considerable  distance,  and  in- 
serted at  an  angle  from  their  origin.  The  liga- 
ments of  the  knee  are  remarkable  for  their 
strength  and  the  aponeurotic  expansion  of  their 
ends — which  are  mingled  with  the  reticular 
substance  of  the  periosteum. 


The  ligaments  of  the  sacrum  have  a  pecu- 
liar coarseness  of  their  fibres,  almost  resem- 
bling the  warp  of  coarse  cloth — by  macera- 
tion, the  fibres,  by  losing  the  gluten,  can  be  dis- 
tinctly separated  from  each  other — the  tendons 
present  the  same  appearance,  and  the  mucous 
bags. — Capsular  ligaments  and  cellular  mem- 
branes, by  maceration,  resemble  a  web  of  cloth. 

SURGERY. 
In  this   Number  of    the  Intelligencer   we   present 
our  readers  with  the  subsequent  articles  on  Cancel 
of  the  Nose  and  Tongue.     The  subject  will  be  con- 
tinued by  the  Editor. 

CANCER    OF    THE    NOSE. 

Between  the  eye  and  the  root  of  the  nose  and 
just  in  the  cavity  above  the  alae,  are  the  most  usu- 
al seats  of  the  disease,  when  it  attacks  the  nose. 

People  advanced  in  life,  who  have  been  ha- 
bituated to  laborious  employments,  or  accus- 
tomed to  drinking  distilled  liquors,  large  quan- 
tities of  cider,  he.  are  most  subject  to  cancer 
of  the  nose. 

Years  before  there  is  the  least  appearance  of 
a  corrosive  ulcer,  the  person  has  a  peculiar  sen- 
sation in  the  part,  not  unlike  that  which  we 
feel  from  having  a  fly  light  on  the  face.  The 
sensation  being  so  similar,  the  person  often  ap- 
plies his  hand  to  brush  it  away.  As  it  ad- 
vances, a  very  acute  pain,  as  from  the  sting  of 
a  bee,  is  frequently  experienced,  and  then,  per- 
haps, nothing  more  is  felt  for  many  days  or 
weeks.  A  roughness  of  the  epidermis  is  next 
observable,  and  finally,  a  preternatural  efflor- 
escence ;  inflammation,  though  slight,  in  the  spot, 
which  disappears  by  the  pressure  of  the  finger. 
Desquamation  of  the  skin,  accompanied  with 
vesication,  and  discharge  of  ichor,  marks  the 
commencement  of  solution  of  continuity.  The 
ulcer,  when   formed,   seldom  heals ;  if  it  does 


ter  of  the  ulcer  by  degrees,  more  or  less  rap- 
idly. Sometimes  it  remains  stationary  for 
months  and  even  years.  The  quantity  of  mat- 
ter varies  :  it  runs  down  the  cheek,  excoriating 
the  parts  to  considerable  extent,  unless  absorb- 
ed by  the  temporary  coverings.  Exclusion  of 
cancer  from  the  air,  is  of  material  consequence, 
inasmuch  as  that  is  one  source  of  irritation. 
If  well  washed  with  cold  water  once  a  day,  and 
covered  with  linen,  oiled  silk,  or  a  thin  slice  of 
sponge,  the  person  will  feel  tolerably  comforta- 
ble year  after  year,  although  the  ulcer  will  be 
no  nearer  a  cure  than  when  (he  vesication  first 
commenced. 

The  shape,  depth  and  circumference  of  a 
cancer  on  the  nose,  is  various  ;  the  edges  are 
prominent,  hard,  indolent  and  uneven.  OccaV 
sionally  it  spreads  towards  the  eye  or  top  of 
the  nose,  destroying  the  integuments  surpris- 
ingly fast ;  the  bones  are  not  exempted  from 
the  action  of  the  matter  ;  they  become  porous, 
black,  and  exfoliate  in  protracted,  tedious 
cases  :  caries,  in  consequence  of  a  long  continued 
corrosive  ulcer  on  the  nose  or  face  is  of  rare 
occurrence. 

In  the  line  above  the  aloe  nasi,  the  ulcer  un- 
dermines the  lateral,  moveable  portion.  In 
some  cases,  the  wing  is  entirely  gone,  and  the 
disease  still  continuing  its  devastation  to  the 
septum  narium,  and  inside  of  the  nostril. 

Undoubtedly,  the  majority  of  the  cases  would 
induce  the  physician,  on  the  first  examination, 
if  the  patient  was  young,  to  believe  the  ulcer 
was  decidedly  of  venereal  origin. 

In  a  venereal  ulcer,  the  bones,  (the  vomer 
first)  generally  become  diseased  and  carious  ; 
the  cellular  substance,  muscular  fibre,  &c.  to  a 


great  extent. 

Syphilitic  ulcers  are  less  painful,  more  fetid, 
and  the  mucous  membrane  is  kept  inflamed 
through  the  cavity  of  the  nostril,  to  the  pala- 
tine arch;  whereas,  unless  at  the  worst  and 
latest  period,  a  cancer  does  not  immediately 
destroy  the  functions  of  adjacent  parts;  neither 
are  they  so  acutely  interrupted  by  sympathy  : 
indeed  connecting  membranes,  blood-vessels, 
and  the  secretion  of  mucus  remains  as  before^ 
till  the  virus  comes  in  contact  with  them  ;  then 
they  suffer,  even  to  the  total  extinction  of  parts. 

CANCER  ON  THE  TONGUE. 

The  beginning  of  a  cancerous  ulcer  of  the 
tongue,  is  not  unlike  the  sensation  of  having  it 
scald  with  tea  or  coffee.  The  soreness  increas- 
es rapidly,  and  centres  most  frequently  near 
the  apex.  This  spot  has  a  fiery  red  appear- 
ance ;  the  tongue  is  swollen,  not  very  painful  : 
the  papillae  are  inflamed  and  prominent.  The 
tongue,  while  masticating  or  conversing,  often 
bleeds.  The  person  sometimes  thrusts  the 
tongue  suddenly  against  the  teeth,  in  sleep, 
which  instantly  awakens  him.  The  pungent 
pain  in  the  part,  from  such  causes,  for  a  few 
minutes  seems  almost  insupportable.  When  it 
subsides,  he  soon  falls  asleep  again.  The  change 
to  a  callous  ulcer  generally  takes  place  before 
we  are  aware  of  it.  From  the  size  of  a  flax- 
seed, the  ulcer  increases  in  some  instances,  to 
half  an  inch  in  diameter  in  seven  or  eight  day9. 
In  others,  the  ulcer  never  enlarges  on  the  sur- 
face ;  yet  destroys  the  substance  of  the  muscle 
on  which  it  is  ;  a  hole  through  the  tongue  is 
apt  to  follow. 

The   edges  of  the   ulcer   are    uneven,    and, 


the   sizy,  thin   discharge   increases   the  diame-j  considering  the  spongy   texture  of  the  tongue, 
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are  hard.  The  ulcer  appears  clean  and  livid 
through  the  day,  as  the  ichorous  discharge  is 
mixed  with  the  saliva;  but  on  awaking,  in  the 
morning,  the  tongue  appears  glued  in  its  fossa — 
a  greenish  matter  aclberes  to  the  bottom  and 
edges,  which  has  a  disagreeable  taste,  and  fre- 
quently causes  vomiting,  or  at  least  nausea,  till 
The  person  has  washed  his  mouth,  and  had  some 
exercise. 

We  have  seen  two  cases  where  the  tongue 
was  half  destroyed.  One  of  them,  Mrs.  T.  of 
Sherburne,  (Vt.)  was  in  constant  misery.  Filling 
her  mouth  with  a  carrot  poultice,  mitigated  the 
pain  for  a  while.  She  died  in  a  shocking  con- 
dition. 

The  fungous  cancer  of  the  tongue,  is  re- 
markably different  in  character  from  the  ulcer. 
The  person  first  feels  a  very  small  tubercle 
without  soreness;  it  increases  slowly  to  a  large 
size.  At  first  it  is  usually  hard,  but  grows  soft- 
er in  process  of  time  ;  it  incorporates  the  whole 
tongue  with  itself — appears  like  a'soft  ball  of 
blood-vessels,  ramified  curiously ;  fills  the 
mouth  so  full,  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
the  patient  can  take  sustenance.  It  generally 
comes  on  the  sides  of  the  tongue — very  sel- 
dom on  the  top  or  bottom.  We  are  induced  to 
believe  that  the  rough  corners  of  teeth,  par- 
ticularly carious  ones,  are  the  immediate  cause 
of  this  diseased  state  of  the  tongue.  We  have- 
never  seen  a  case,  where  the  patient  had  not 
a  rotten  tooth  on  the  side  on  which  the  tongue- 
was  diseased.  Extraction  of  the  tooth  suppos- 
ed to  have  been  the  exciting  cause,  and  which 
keeps  the  side  of  the  tongue  irritated,  will  not 
effect  a  cure.  Ordinary  escharotics  have  been 
applied  to  the  excrescence  quite  ineffectually. 

The  worst  case  we  recollect  seeing  was  in 
1815,  between  Fitzwilliam  and  Rindge,  (N.  H.) 
A  woman  showed  us  her  tongue,  which  was 
more  than  a  mouthful;  was  shaped  nearly  like 
an  egg^  and  covered  with  small  tortuous  blood 
vessels  that  bled  from  the  slightest  cause.  The 
tiisease  was  originally  occasioned  by  a  scratch 
from  a  carious  tooth. 

fn  ulcerated  or  fungous  cancer,,  if  the  whole 
body  of  the  tongue  has  become  diseased,  the 
surgeon,  with  the  greatest  safety,  may  pro- 
nounce it  hopeless.  Recourse  may  be  had  to 
medicines  to  keep  up  the  general  tone  of  the 
system  for  a  while,  but  Ihe  disease  will  insidi- 
ously undermine  the  constitution.  The  knife 
has  been  resorted  to,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
with  any  good  resulfs.  An  operation  of  such 
a  nature  is  difficult,  and  extremely  dangerous. 
E». 


The  ball  lacerates  the  capsular  ligament ;  the  in- 
jured limb  is  longer  than  the  other  ;  the  great  tro- 
chanter is  at  a  distance  from  the  anterior  spinous  pro- 
cess of  the  ilium,  and  the  thigh  seems  flattened  by 
the  elongation  of  its  muscles. 

Luxation  upward  and  forward  is  more  rare  than 
most  other  forms.  When  so,  the  bone  is  suddenly 
thrown  from  its  cavity,  and  lodged  on  the  pubis,  di- 
rectly before  the  acetabulum.  A  tumour  is  found  in 
the  groin  under  Poupart's  ligament. 

Dislocation  downward  and  backward,  is  so  rare, 
many  surgeons  have  never  witnessed  it  in  a  long  pro- 
fessional life.  The  late  Dr.  Dorset,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital,  had  never  a  chance  c-f  examining  this 
form  of  luxation  ;  and,  for  that  reason,  transcribes  the 
words  of  Boyer,  on  this  article,  in  his  valuable  work 
on  elementary  surgery. 

There  are  many  essentials  to  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood, in  the  anatomy  of  the  thigh,  which  can  only 
be  advantageously  illustrated  by  dissections,  before 
undertaking  the  management  of  its  diseases.  The  situ- 
ation of  its  arteries,  nerves,  glands — the  origin  of  the 
abductor  and  adductor  muscles,  must  be  systematic- 
ally understood. 


OF  THE  OS  FEMORIS. 

Instances  of  fractures  of  the  ball  within  the  acetab- 
ulum, are  not  frequent. 

Fractures  of  the  cervix  are  most  difficult  to  man- 
age ;  and  unless  most  skilfully  treated,  occasion  some 
deformity,  attended  with  permanent  lameness.  The 
callus  is  slow,  in  many  cases,  it  is  never  generated. 
A  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  os  femoris,  is  commonly 
transverse.  Fractui-es  of  the  trochanter  major  are  ef- 
fected by  blows  against  it,  or  falls  on  its  head.  This 
kind  of  fracture  is  determined  by  the  movement  of  the 
trochanter  in  any  direction,  while  the  pelvis.and  ad- 
jacent parts  remain  at  rest. 

Dislocations  of  the  thigh  bone  are  not  uncommon 
'-:n  seaports,  yet  are  considened  formidable  by  expert 
mr^eons,   under    whatever  form  they  may  take  place. 

a  luxation  upward  and  backward,. is  produced  by 
a.  fall  on  the  knee  or  foot,  which  drives  the  head  of 
Ihe  femur  out  of  the  socket,  to  the  inside  of  the  ilium.. 

Luxation  downward  and  inward,  into,  the  fc-ra.men 
tftfrtoicEem  is  produced  by  a  fall  an  the  kneeay,  01  £eet5] 
ss*Jty  wrjuea  the i  are;  distant  feom  each  other.. 


MANAGEMENT  OF  AMPUTATED   LIMBS. 

On  removing  the  first  dressings,  if  the  lips  of  the 
wound  have  united  by  the  first  intention,  there  is  less 
matter  and  fetor,  and  more  inflammation,  than  when 
they  have  not  united.  The  pus  is  very  thick,  seems 
adhesive,  and  requires  considerable  attention  to  com- 
pletely remove  it  without  much  pain,  or  injury  to  the 
inflamed  surface.  We  are  to  disengage  one  strap  before 
we  meddle  wish  another.  The  utmost  caution  is  re- 
quisite in  handling  the  straps  ;  one  careless  movement 
might  protract  the  healing  process  a  considerable- 
time.  Taking  off  one  strap  at  a  time,  we  determine 
how  far  this  process  has  advanced.  The  part  whence 
this  strap  is  taken  is  to  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  and 
another  strap  to  be  applied  in  its  place  \  thus  the 
stump  is  dressed  without  disturbing  the  position  of 
the  granulating  parts. 

When  the  outward  dressings  are  removed,,  and  the 
adhesive  bands  are  wet  through  with  fetid  matter, 
which  generally  loosens  them  at  the  end  of  the  stump, 
it  is  pretty  sure  the  wound  has  not  united,  or  only 
partially  at  the  lips.  Unloosing  one  strap,  we  per- 
ceive the  sides  not  in  contact. — Having  exposed  the 
wound,  we  must  not  disturb  the  very  sensible  and 
turgid  granulations  ;  but  dry  the  limb  with  a  napkin, 
to  prevent  difficulty  in  renewing  the  straps. 

A  little  space  between  the  adhesive  plasters  is  es- 
sential, that  matter  may  escape  and  be  absorbed  by 
the  bandages  ;  else  the  straps  become  loose,  and  the 
integuments  contract. 

Aug.  20,  1817,  an  Irishman,,  aged  32,  admitted  in 
the  Boston  Aims-House,  had  been  frozen^so  severely, 
at  sea,  the  last  winter,  he  twisted  off  both  feet  with 
his  hand,  at  ihe  ankle.  The  skin  could  not  be  made 
to  grow  over  the  ends  of  the  bone,  consequently  the 
ends  of  the  tibia  and  fibular  exfoliated,  and,  as  warm 
weather  advanced,  the  discharge  became  scalding, 
and  the  surrounding  flesh  rapidly  destroyed. 

Dr.  Warren  amputated  both  legs  just  below  the 
insertion  of  the  ligament  of  the  patella.  The  arte- 
ries of  the  left  Teg  were  ossified,  and  their  caliber 
greatly  diminished.  The  ligatures  were  not  tight, 
the  stump  was  dressed  very  tightly  with  straps  and  a 
roller.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  right  stump  was  doing 
well.  On  the  fifth  day,  the  lips  of  the  left  were  quite 
apart  the  roller  was  unusually  tight,  and  filled  with 
coagulated  blood. 

When  the  flaps  of  an  amputated  limb  do  not  unite 
by  the  "  first  intention,'"  they  seldom  unite  at  all  ; 
the  granulations  successively  fill  up  the  cavity,  till 
the  cure  is  completed.  Fungus  is  not  rare,  and  much 
delays  a  cure. 

Pieces  of  bone  which  exfoliate,  generally  are  dis- 
coverable by  irritation ;  and,  however  small,  should 
be  removed  immediately.  The  increased  secretion, 
which  bone  or  any  foreign  substance  produces,  is  per- 
nicious to  health. 

Spasms  in  the  stump,  are  often  distressful  and  alarm- 
ing, and  need  every  aid. 

Sometimes-  suppiaratjon  is  swcMealyi  stopped,  or  con- 
verted to  an  ichorous,  discharge  *M  tetanus  immediately 
follows:.. 


Sometimes  no    alteration    appears    in  the  -*«SUnd. 
spasms  are  equally  painful. 

Ligatures,    sharp  edges  of  bone,   dressings,    he. 
assigned    as    giving    rise   to    tetanus ;      tight     ba 
ages,  in  numerous  cases,  have  had  no  bad   effec' . 
seem  calculated  to  prevent  muscular  contraction   ; 
foliated  bone  has  remained  a  long  while  in  the  wo> 
and  kept  up  an  increased  discharge  without  tet'anu 

Cramp  in  the  stump,  especially  at  night,    is  not 
common   twelve  or  eighteen  months,    and   even  i 
years,  after  amputation. 

A  sailor,  admitted  in  Boston  Aims-House,  Feb.  IS 
with  tetanus  in  the  stump  of  his  leg,  amputated  fc 
teen  months  before,  could  sleep  scarcely  twenty  fl- 
utes in  the  night.  The  pain  seized  him  while  reci 
bent,  was  mitigated  by  rising,  and  shortly  after 
him  ;  yet  returned  with  all  violence  as  soon  as  he 
sumed  the  bed.  The  wound  had  cicatrized  well ; 
extraneous  substance  seemed  to  irritate  ;  a  large  et 
pastic  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  stump,  and  a  1; 
ative  every  other  day,  were  prescribed..  He  was 
lieved  for  a  while,  but  the  spasms  kept  him  alw; 
on  the  watch  to  place  himself  in  the  position  ' 
make  the  fit  lighter."  He  then  took  an  opiate  tw 
a  day,  and  a  liberal  quantity  of  wine. — lmmediat 
he  began  to  sleep  better,  gained  flesh,  and,  in  a  f 
weeks,  was  in  as  good  health  as  any  labourer  ;  e 
sailed  to  the  East  Indies  a"S  steward  of  a  ship. 

At  whatever  period  tetanus  may  occur  from  a  s 
gical  operation,  opium  seems  the  most  useful  me 
cine.  Opiate  friction  is  often  efficacious.  Opiuir 
given  in  very  large  doses,  under  particular  circu 
stances,  with  safety,  in  this  affection  ;  but  practitii 
ers  are  in  the  habit  of  multiplying  less  doses  till 
lief  is  effected.  When  on  removal  of  dressings,  J 
morrhage  ensues,  from  a-  small  artery,  the  best  me 
od  of  stopping  i.t,  is  compression.  Should  this 
fruitless,  the  vessel  must  be  tied.  This,  a  number 
days  after  the  amputation,  is  excruciating. 

Should  suppuration  not  take  place  in  due  seaso 
or  rather,  after  dressing  a  few  times,  if  the  parts  ; 
inflamed,  dry  and  painful,  it  is  necessary  to  thr< 
aside  all  former  applications,  and  have  recourse, 
emollients. 

Should  the  muscles  and  integuments  become  rela 
ed  and  flabby,  and  suppuration  too  abundant,  ast.r 
gents  and  balsams  will  restore  them  in  a  few  da' 
Patients  who  undergo  amputation  in  hospitals,  i 
more  troubled  with  hemorrhage  and  spasm  than  oth 
patients.  Ed. 


Method  of  dressing  Amputated  Slumps  among/ 
Turks. — A  gentleman,  who  now  resides  in  this  cit 
witnessed  the  amputation  of  a  man's  thigh,  ei°- 
years  ago  at  Mogadore.  It  was  dipt  in  boiling  pitc 
the  instant  the  limb  was  severed,  to  close  the  art 
ries ;  the  patient  appeared  to  feel  no  great  pain  fro 
the  application.  He  saw  also  a  state  criminal  have  bo 
arms  and  legs  struck  off  with  the  executioner's  ax 
and  the  stumps,  that  projected  but  a  few  inches  fro 
the  body,  immediately  plunged  into  -small  pots  coj 
taining  heated  pitch.  The  hemorrhage  was  compa 
atively  trifling ;  the  poor  wretch  underwent  the  op< 
ration  of  having  both  ears  cut  offafterwards. 

To  such  sVhts  as  these,  are  the  degraded  vassals  < 
the  Eastern  world  so  accustomed,  they  look  on  wit 
indifference..  Kotzebue,  who  accompanied  the  Ru 
sian  embassy  to  Persia,  in  1818,  relates  that  the  brotl 
er  of  his  Persian  .Majesty,  having  been  found  guilty  < 
treasonable  designs,  received  this  message  from  th 
despot:  ''-Brother,  thine  eyes  please  me  much  -"- 
they  were-  torn  out  forthwith,  and  presented  to  hi 
Royal  Brother  on  a  gold  salver..  Extirpation-  of  bot! 
eyes,  among  civilized  beings,  or  even  of  one,  is  con 
side-red  as  nut  without  danger  to  the  sufferer;  yet  w 
hear  of  no  ill  effects  on  the  general  health  resultin. 
after-  these  torments  ! 


A  p\rt  of  this  column  will  be  for  advertisement 
of  Medical  Teachers ;  Students  seeking  establishment 
in  the  country  ;  Medical  Books ;  Surgical  and  Chym 
ical  Apparatus  \  Anatomical  Preparations,  &c.  to  b< 
disposed  of  ;    and   for  advertisements  of  Apothecaries 
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1  Writers  should  teach  what  is  unknown,  recommend 
known  truths,  vary  the  dress  and  situation  of  objects, 
so  as  to  give  them  more  attraction,  spread  flowers  over 
the  regions  through  which  the  intellect  has  made  its 
progress,  to  tempt  it  to  take  a  second  view  of  things 
hastily  passed  over  or  negligently  regarded.'' 

The  object  of  this  paper  is,  to  give  opportunity  of 
communicating  histories  of  recent  cases  ;  to  devel- 
op the  character  of  prevalent  diseases;  to  furnish 
seasonable  information  on  subjects  that  regard  public 
health. 


SEPULTURE,— No.  II. 

The   article,  No.  1,  under  this  head  has   been  pub 
lished  in  the  principal  papers  in  the  Union. 

Prof.  Mojon,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Morveau,  December 
13,  1803,  referring  to  methods  adopted  to  disinfect  sev- 
eral churches  in  Genoa,  says,  '  March  20,  1300,  I 
was  called  to  St.  Andrew's  Church,  where  two  diggers 
had  fallen  dead,  at  the  moment  they  were  descending 
into  a  vault.  Finding  the  church  infected  with  putrid 
exhalations,  I  caused  the  vault  to  be  walled  up,1  &c. 

The  author  of  '  Med.  Extracts,  by  a  friend  to  im- 
provements,'' says,  "  the  fetor  or  vapour  from  animal 
putrefaction  is  highly  hurtful  to  animal  life.  When 
accumulated,  if  the  grave-digger's  pick-axe  ruptures 
the  coffin,  it  bursts  forth,  often  proves  fatal  to  him,  and 
~^is  seen  to  affect  persons,  even  at  a  distance,  with  verti- 
go and  nausea.  A  poison,  able  to  produce  the  imme- 
diate death  of  many  when  it  first  escapes  from  confine- 
ment, ma3',  after  it  is  diffused  in  the  air,  retain  consid- 
erable virulence. 

A  physician  in  Boston,  having  a  quantity  of  bones 
under  maceration,  employed  a  man  to  help  him  clean 
them.  In  four  hours  he  and  the  man  were  affected 
with  extreme  nausea.  In  one  or  two  hours  more,  they 
vomited,  and  felt  a  distressful  pain  in  the  head,  which 
forced  them  to  relinquish  the  work. 


skin,  was  1  pound,  14  ounces.  The  operation  nrcup 
an  hour  and  eight  minutes;  but  little  blood  was  lost;  two 
small  arterial  twigs  were  tied.  The  tumour  adhered 
firmly  to  the  anterior  edge  of  the  scapula,  and,  when 
detached,  exposed  the  radial,  ulnar,  and  some  branch- 
es of  the  cutaneous  nerves.  Two  stitches  and  adhe- 
sive straps  were  employed  in  drawing  together  the  low- 
er lips  of  the  wound." 

A  boy  fell  from  the  fourth  story  of  a  ware-house 
in  Broad-street,  five  weeks  ago,  and  received  a  wound 
on  his  head.  The  zygoma  was  broken  ;  small  por- 
tions of  the  brain  escaped  on  giving  the  temporal 
bone  a  slight  pressure.  His  senses  were  not  sus- 
pended or  injured.  He  was  conveyed  to  his  lodgings, 
took  some  castor  oil,  and  the  wound  was  kept  constant- 
ly wet  with  lead-water.  In  a  fortnight  he  was  able  to 
walk  about  the  streets. 

May  22. — A  man  of  45  years  of  age,  of  irregular  hab- 
its, tried  to  compel  a  girl  of  10  years,  whom  he  met  in 
a  retired  street  in  this  city,  to  go  with  him  into  a  water- 
closet.  She  escaped.  He  asked  her  companion,  a 
girl  of  4  1-2  years,  if  she  liked  sugar-plums,and  told  her 
he  would  give  her  some  if  she  would  go  with  him. — 
She  was  heard  crying  in  a  barn,  and  soon  went  home, 
was  stupid,  and,  when  asked,  said  the  man  had  laid 
her  down  on  some  straw,  kissed  and  hurt  her. — 
The  right  side  of  the  raphe,  to  the  anus,  was  lacerated. 
Without  coat  or  hat  he  went  to  a  neighbouring  public 
house  and  boasted  virginem  violasse,  oslenditque  subun- 
cula  partem,  pendulam  tan guinolentam.    He  is  in  prison. 


led  (r  accouchement,  are  sent  here  with  their  infants. 
(30-100  out-patients  daily  receive  advice  and 
medicine;  m;±n  thrice  weekly,  women  twice,  on 
different  days.  M.  Cullerier,  sen.  chief  surgeon, 
o-ives  a  course  of  public  lectures  here.  People 
who  can  pay,  are  received  in  the  adjoining 

MA  ISDN    DE    SANTE', 

For  syphilitic  disease,  established  in  1809, 
under  the  same  surgeon.  It  has  62  beds,  48  in 
19  chambers  of  two  or  three  beds,  14  in  cham- 
bers or  cabinets  of  one  bed.  Occupants  of 
private  chambers  pay  5  francs  daily  ;  of  2  or 
3  beds,  2  1-2  frs.  ;  of  single  cabinets  3  1-2  frs. — 
A  fortnight's  pay  is  kept  advanced.  Patients' 
names  are  confided  only  to  the  house-keeper. — 
Attendants  who  receive  gratuities  are  dismissed. 

HOPITAL    MILITAIRE    DU   VAL    DE  GRACE. 

Receives  male  venereal  patients. 


MUMMIES. 

Persons  interested  in  this  subject  can  satisfactorily 
consult  Herodotus,  and  Diodorus  Siculus  ;  an  analysis 
of  their  account  of  the  Egyptian  preparation  of  mum- 
mies is  in  Trans,  of  Soc.  for  improvement  of  Med.  and 
Chirurg.  Know],  vol.  iii.  p  8  ;  also  Daubenton  sur  les 
momies  ;  and  (in  Descrip.  de  P  Egypt  e)  Jomard,  sur  les 
hypoge'es  ;  Rouyer,  sur  les  embauemens  ;  Larrey,  sur 
les  embauemens. 

The  apparent  preservation  of  the  size  and  form  of  all 
parts  of  mummies,  but  the  head,  is  owing  to  the  nu- 
merous bandages  around  them. 

It  seems  that,  in  certain  soils,  dead  bodies  become 
mummies  by  spontaneous  desiccation  ;  and  that  some 
substances,  swallowed  shortly  before  death,  are  preven- 
tive of  putrefaction. 

The  dried  body  of  Col.  Morland,  killed  in  one  of 
the  late  French  campaigns  in  Germany,  is  kept  in  a 
glass  case  in  the  library  of  Baron  Larrey.  It  was  pre- 
pared principally  by  oxymuriate  of  mercury. 

SUMMARY. 

Last  week,  a  Mr.  Lloyd,  aged  46,  was  severely  kick- 
ed above  the  pubes.  He  died  in  50  hours,  after  suffer- 
ance of  much  pain,  and  nausea.  The  peritoneum,  intes- 
tines, stomach  and  bladder,  were  highly  inflamed. 

A  French  boy,  a  patient  of  the  Marine  Hospital,  at 
Charlestov/n,  14  years  of  age,  has  a  tumour  in  the  left 
axilla.  In  doing  something  which  required  considera- 
ble exertion,  on  board  a  vessel,  nine  or  ten  months  ago, 
'*  something  gave  way  under  his  arm."  The  next 
morning  a  tumour,  but  little  smaller  than  a  hen's  egg, 
was  discovered  in  the  axilla,  without  pain  or  soreness. 
Such  discutients  as  the  medicine-chest  afforded  were 
used  without  manifest  good  effect  ;  the  tumour  increas- 
ed pret'y  rapidly  to  the  present  time.  It  is  free  from 
pain,  hard,  knotty,    and  slightly  red.     The   superficial 

pectoral  veins  are   somewhat   varicose.- May    19th. 

The  tumour  has  been  dissected  out  by  Dr.  Town- 
bestd,  jr. — its  weight,  including  a  small  portion  of  the 
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HOSPITALS  OF  PARIS.— No.  II. 

MAISON    DE  SANTE', 

Established  1802,  has  125  beds;  patients  in 
the  wards  advance  a  fortnight's  pay;  2  francs 
daily  in  the  cabinets,  3  fr.  in  some  private  rooms, 
and  in  others  6. 

Many  patients  are  brought  at  the  point  of 
death,  many  die  24  hours  after  admission.  In- 
curable and  contagious  disease  is  excluded. — M. 
Dubois  is  surgeon,  M.  Guerbois  his  assistant. 

HOPITAL  DE  L'ECOLE    DE  Me'd. 

For  important  surgical  cases  requiring  ope- 
ration. It  has  30  beds.  Behind  the  Hospital 
is  a  botanic  garden,  and  eight  rooms  for  dissec- 
tion. M.  Dubois  has  lately  retired  from  the 
duty  of  operator. 

HOPITAL    ST.    LOUIS, 

For  adults  under  contagious  disease,  &c.  forms 
a  hollow  square  of  two  stories,  each  constitutes 
a  ward  ;  too  high.  Some  wards  are  always  emp- 
ty, to  give  opportunity  for  cleansing,  &c.  Eve- 
ry ward  has  a  vestibule  for  visiters  of  patients 
who  can  quit  bed.  There  are  24  bath-tubs  of 
copper,  some  of  wood ;  a  botanic  garden,  un- 
der a  tree  in  which  M.  Alibert  lectures,  in  sum- 
mer, and  advises  out-patients.  There  are  400 
beds  for  men  under  itch  ;  300  for  women  ;  of 
these,  250  for  complicated  cases ;  nurses  under 
itch  are  separate.  There  are  200  beds  for  wo- 
men under  ulcer,  dartre,  cancer,  certain  wounds  ; 
200  for  scrofula,  tinea,  fever,  for  the  sexes 
equally.  There  is  a  building  of  1G0  beds,  for 
the  Guard  of  Paris.  Since  July,  1812,  public 
women  of  Paris,  and  its  neighbourhood,  under 
venereal  disease,  are  sent  here  by  the  police. 

HOPITAL    DES    VeWrIENS, 

Established  1792,  covers  8  1-2  acres,  half  of 
which  are  occupied  by  gardens,  3  of  which  are 
planted  with  lindens,  there  is  a  walk  for  the  nurs- 
es. Syphilitic  women,  received  in  the  maison  de 
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HOSPICE  DE  L  ACCOUCHEMF.NT  ET    DE  L  ALLAITEMENT, 

For  women  who  have  completed  eight  months 
of  pregnancy,  or  are  threatened  with  labour. — 
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There  are  150  beds,  each  in  an  alcove,  with  a 
cradle  by  its  side.  There  is  a  large  garden,  a 
room  for  friends'  visits,  twice  a  week  ;  a  parti- 
tion separates  the  patient  from  her  visiters. — 
Patients  are  kept  at  work  from  8  to  half  past 
1 1  o'clock,  and  from  3  to  6.  All  the  clothing 
o^  the  house,  Stc.  is  made  here  ;  the  maker  is 
paid  for  each  piece  of  work  as  soon  as  it  is 
done  ;  e.g.  20  sous  for  a  shirt. 

Madame  Boivin,  author  of  Art  cV  Accouchemens, 
was  chief  midwife,  also  Me.  Lachapelle.  Some 
of  the  French  midwifes  show  the  ability  and 
coolness  of  great  surgeons,  and,  in  their  writings, 
the  erudition,  clearness  and  method  of  our  best 
authors. — The  chief  surgeon-accoucheur,  M.  Du- 
bois, successor  to  M.  Baudelocque,  is  called  when 
necessary.  An  attendant  is  attached  to  every 
six  beds,  beside  the  pupils  who  watch  alternate- 
ly in  the  infirmary  and  wards.  The  mean  time 
of  women's  stay  here  after  delivery,  is  8  days  ; 
before,  19. 

From  1804  to  '13, 10  yrs.  21,053  women  have 
been  delivered  here,  193  of  twins,  2  of  three 
children:  17,601  declared  themselves  unmarri- 
ed ;  18,367  children  were  born  alive, 1,867  dead; 
2,634  left  the  house  with  their  infants,  or  pla- 
ced them  at  nurse. — Great  care  is  taken  to  re- 
move the  dead  unobserved,  to  a  distant  room 
contiguous  to  that  for  examining  the  dead. 

ECOLE    DE    l'aCCOUCHEMENT. 

The  Prefects  of  departments  must  send  and 
support  here,  yearly,  one  or  more  pupils ;  also 
the  Administration  of  all  civil  hospitals  whose 
income  amounts  to  20,000  francs.  Pupils  can 
enter  at  their  own  expense,  viz.  600  frs.  yearly. 
One  hundred  female  pupils,  18  to  35  yrs.  old,  of 
acknowledged  good  character,  live  in  the  Hos- 
pice. On  entrance  they  are  furnished  with 
money  enough  to  buy  necessary  books.  Pupils 
are  divided  into  classes  of  10 ;  one  of  the  oldest 
pupils  is  at  the  head  of  each  class.  Two  cours- 
es of  lectures  are  given  yearly  by  M.  Dubois. 
The  chief  midwife  lectures  daily.  The 
«iost  intelligent  pupils  repeat  the  lectures  twice 
daily.  The  amphitheatre  for  lectures  is  open 
to  women  introduced  by  the  pupils.  The  pu- 
pils, in  turn,  attend  the  deliveries,  and  manage 
them,  as  soon  as  they  are  capable,  under 
the  head  of  the  class,  superintended  by  the 
chief  midwife.  After  delivery,  a  pupil  watches 
over  the  mother,  another  over  the  infant. — 
Thrice  daily,  the  pupil  records  the  state  of  the 
patient  for  inspection  of  the  chief  midwife  and 
physician,  M  Chaussier,  at  their  daily  visits  to 
delivered  women. 

The  pupils  attend  to  the  diseases  consequent 
to  child-birth,  to  vaccination,  and  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  plants  useful  in  their  practice,  for  cul- 
tivation of  these  a  garden  is  attached  to  the 
establishment,  and  the  apothecary,  under  direc- 
tion of  the  physician,  teaches  (heir  properties 
and  use.  The  pupils  are  examined  yearly  by 
the  medical  attendants  of  the  house,  and  two 
others  from  the  general  council  of  the  hospitals 
and  the  faculty  of  medicine,  also  by  one  anoth- 
er. Prizes  are  awarded  of  gold  and  silver  and 
books.  From  1802  to  '13,  1155  pupils  have  en- 
tered. Women  who  propose  to  nurse  their 
child  pass  to 
hospice  de  l'allaitement,  ou  des  enfans  trouve's. 

Most  children  brought  here  seem  feeble. — 
Many  are  brought   because   their  parents,   not 


expecting  them  to  live  long,  wish  to  secure  a 
burial  without  cost  to  themselves.  A  surgeon  vis- 
its daily  the  new  comers,  gives  the  hale  ones  to 
nurses  in  the  country  within  60  Fr.  leagues. — 
From  1804-13,  36,397  nurses  have  been  thus 
employed.  From  1804-11,4  yrs.  of  18,498  in- 
fants received,  2,248  were  put  in  the  infirmary, 
645  of  whom  had  hardness  of  cellular  tissue,  567 
of  these  died;  765  were  prematurely  born,  fee- 
ble from  birth,  or  brought  dyings  631  died  :  of 
these  116  were  apthous,  92  died.  From  1804—14, 
46,572  were  brought  considered  illegitimate,4486 
legitimate.  Jan.  1813,  5,123  were  at  nurse;  4,387 
were  added  during  the  year,  and  3159  removed, 
besides  1107  died.  If  they  or  their  nurse  prove 
to  have  venereal  disease,  they  are  brought  to 
Paris  for  cure. 

Children,  too  feeble  to  be  carried  away,  have 
nurses  in  the  house  whose  milk  is  not  more  than 
3  months'  old,  and  who  are  able  to  nurse  anoth- 
er child  besides  their  own,  which  they  bring 
with  them.  Some  nurse  four  or  five,  and  are 
paid  accordingly ;  there  are  from  10  to  80  nurses. 
The  dormitories  are  divided  into  small  cham- 
bers, in  each  are  two  cradles  made  of  bars,  cov- 
ered by  a  curtain  attached  to  the  wall.  Nurses 
are  forbid  to  take  the  infants  into  bed,  or  to  give 
them  drink  in  their  cradles.  A  third  of  the  at- 
tendants serve  by  night ;  two  may  go  out  once 
in  twenty  days,  for  six  hours. — Two  goats 
were  suckled  by  four  children  who  died  in  77, 
8,  15,  42,  days. 

HOSPICE  DE  LA    SALPETRIE'RE, 

The  largest  in  Europe  ;  Dec.  31,  1813,  popu- 
lation 4,618  women:  1st.  those  who  have  grown 
old  in  service  of  the  hospitals,  those  who 
were  of  the  first  or  second  rank  of  attend- 
ants have  each  a  small  chamber  :  2d.  blind,  para- 
lytic, very  infirm  ;  past  80  years  of  age  ;  from 
1804 — 8,  5  yrs.  these  have  been  on  an  average 
166  ;  in  Bicetre,  a  similar  place  for  men,  174: 
3d.  past  70  years ;  to  these  is  attached  a  sec- 
tion for  foul  people ;  they  have  cribs,  the  straw 
is  scrupulously  renewed  daily  :  4th.  a  separate 
building  or  infirmary  for  the  sick  of  the  three 
first  divisions;  has  400  beds,  with  curtains  of 
white  cotton  in  summer,  thick  blue  in  winter ; 
water  is  distributed  throughout  the  house. — 
There  is  a  vapour-bath  and  botanic  garden. — 
M.  Pinel's  Med.  Clinique  and  Laundre  Beauvais' 
Se  meiotique  were  founded  on  observations  here. 
In  front  is  a  great  court-yard,  behind  a  large 
garden-walk  planted  with  lindens,  and  a  covered 
walk  for  bad  weather  ;  5th  section  will  be  des- 
cribed elsewhere. 

BUREAU  CENTRAL, 

Established  at  the  side  of  Hotel-dieu.  The 
Bureau  consists  of  two  physicians  and  two  sur- 
geons ;  it  is  open  daily,  from  9  A.  M.  to  4.  P.  M. 
In  the  intermediate  time  an  assistant  attends. — 
In  cases  of  necessity,  people  brought  immediate- 
ly to  the  hospitals  are  admitted  by  the  medical 
attendants.  People  under  contagious  disease  ap- 
ply to  the  Bureau  on  a  particular  day,  in  a  special 
room.  A  statement  of  the  number  in  each  hos- 
pital is  sent  to  the  Bureau  daily  to  show  the 
advantages  of  sending  patients  to  each  hospital ; 
caet  par.  patients  are  sent  to  the  hospital  near- 
est their  home.  The  Bureau  examines  all 
patients  who  have  been  in  a  hospital  three 
months,  and  decides  whether  they  shall  be  dis- 
missed. 


From  1808—14,  8  years, 

7,740    have   here   had   admission    into   hospitals. 
47,745    "  "         "     verbal  medical  advice. 

5,530       "        "         "     written        "  " 

5,191       "        "         "     reference     to    Bureaux     de 

Bienfaisance.* 
13,871       "        "         «     trusses. 

252      "        "         u     assistance   for  sick    nursing 
mothers. 
4,437      "        "         "     treatment  of  tinea. 

"        "         "     admission  to  baths  for  clean- 
liness. 

*  These  Bureaux,  established  in  the  48  sections  of 
Paris,  to  relieve  sufferers  at  home,  are  under  inspection 
of  the  General  Council  of  Hospitals. 


EAR. 

To  dip  into  the  minutise  of  the  organic  struc- 
ture of  the  ear,  is  not  unlike  groping  our  way^in 
the  labyrinths  of  a  cavern  without  light :  but* 
by  patient  perseverance,  the  student  may  sur- 
mount its  apparent  difficulties,  and  minutely  com- 
prehend its  complicated  structure.  The  use  of 
the  external  ear  is  to  direct  sound  into  the  con- 
cha. People,  whose  ears  have  been  cropped 
closely  to  the  head,  distinguish  sounds  as  well  as- 
before  ;  the  strength  of  the  internal  ear  is  in- 
creased in  the  same  ratio,  as  in  a  single  eye, 
which,  if  one  is  diseased,  has  a  stronger  power 
of  vision.  The  Java  wrens,  Canary  birds,  vj*c. 
have  no  perceptible  cartilages  to  collect  sounds; 
yet,  they  actually  learn  to  sing  of  each  other ; 
and  where  two  are  caged  together,  they  not  un- 
frequently  join  in  the  same  strain.  The  parrot 
has  no  external  prominence  over  the  ear,  the 
internal  organization  is  far  inferior  to  man's  ; 
still,  it  can  imitate  the  sweet  variations  of  the 
music  of  a  waltz.  The  ear  of  the  elephant  is  a 
large  triangular  flap,  falling  over  the  meatus  au« 
ditorious  externns  ;  it  does  not  appear  of  any  im- 
mediate use  but  to  defend  the  large  cavity  of 
the  concha  from  insects.  The  mouse  has  more 
command  over  the  pinna,  than  almost  any  other 
animal.  It  is  well  attested  that  music  has  to  the 
mouse  an  irresistible  charm,  in  several  instances 
fatal.  If  the  music  is  soft  and  delicate,  if  no  one 
disturbs  the  animal,  the  excitement  is  such,  the 
animal  rolls  on  its  back,  and  dies  in  a  delirium 
of  ecstasy !  It  is  supposed,  from  this  circum- 
stance, and  many  others,  in  the  natural  history 
of  the  mouse,  that  the  cochlea  more  nearly  ap- 
proximates the  perfect  ear,  than  in  other  quad- 
rupeds. 

The  ass  seems  to  have  but  an  impel  feet  or- 
gan of  bearing,  by  the  amazing  size  and  length 
of  the  pinna,  which  bears  no  proportion  to  the 
body.  The  magnitude  of  it  does  not  prove  that 
the  sense  of  hearing  is  proportionabty  acute. 
That  his  sense  of  hearing  is  inferiour  to  other  an- 
imals, of  his  class  is  inferred  from  the  great  su- 
perficies of  his  outward  ear. 

INTERNAL    EAR. 

From  the  concha,  commences  the  meatus  au- 
ditorius  externus,  which  terminates  in  a  tunnel- 
shaped  tube,  formed  of  bone  and  cartilage  ;  it  has 
deep  fissures  :  the  inner  extremity  of  the  meatus 
is  of  bone.  The  cuticle  covers  this  tube,  out 
of  which,  grow  hairs,  which  defend  the  passage 
against  entrance  of  small  insects.  The  glandular 
ceruminosae,  which  secrets  the  cerumen  auris,  lie 
under  the  skin  ;  their  ducts  pass  out  between  the 
roots  of  the  hairs,  into  the  meatus.  A  long  rim, 
or  hoop,  surrounds  the  inside  of  the  mouth  of  the 
meatus,  and  on  it,  is  stretched  the  membrana 
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tympani,  wjjich  is  oval,  in  consequence  of  the 
form  of  the"  extremity  over  which  it  is  firmly  at- 
tached. The  membrana  is  semi-pellucid,  formed 
of  two  layers  united.  Beyond  it  is  a  cavity,  call- 
ed tympanum,  in  which  are  the  ossicula  auditus, 
four  small  bones,  infinitely  interesting-  in  the 
economy  of  the  ear ;  viz.  malleus,  incus,  orbicu- 
lare,  small  as  a  grain  of  sand,  and  stapes,  which 
has  a  striking  resemblance  to  a  stirrup.  One 
extremity  of  the  malleus  is  united  to  the  mem- 
brana tympani,  and  the  other  articulated  in  a  de- 
pression of  the  incus.  It  has  two  processes  ;  the 
gracilis,  on  its  neck,  and  the  brevis.  The  incus 
is  fastened  by  a  slender  ligament  to  the  mastoid 
opening.  The  stapes,  orbiculare,  fee.  are  unit- 
ed by  capsular  ligaments,  having  small  muscles, 
viz.  tensor  tympani,  laxater  tympani,  stapedius, 
fee.  Over  the  fenestra  ovalis,  i9  set  the  base  of 
the  stapes  ;  below,  is  the  fenestra  rotunda — both 
being  covered  with  a  membrane  similar  to  the 
membrana  tympani.  The  eustachian  tube,  (iter 
a  palato  ad  aurum,)  also  enters  into  the  tympa- 
num. In  cynanche  tonsillaris  it  is  liable  to  be 
closed,  which  is  known  by  the  pain  reaching  to 
the  ear.  There  is  a  passage,  opening  into  the 
tympanum,  opposite  the  eustachian  tube,  which 
admits  of  a  free  communication  between  it  and 
the  mastoid  cells.  These  are  lined  with  per- 
iosteum, like  other  bones.  In  quadrupeds  des- 
titute of  the  mastoid  process,  that  hear  distinctly, 
there  are  other  cells  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tym- 
panum. They  assist  in  reflecting  the  sound, 
which  increases -the  power  of  hearing. 

Vibrations  of  the  membrana  tympani  are  con- 
veyed by  connexions  of  the  small  bones  to  the 
fenestra  ovalis.  The  use  of  the  muscles,  is  to 
increase  the  tension  of  the  membrana  foi  receiv- 
ing weak  sounds.  Beyond  the  fenestra,  is  the 
labyrinth,  which  is  constituted  by  the  vestible, 
cochlea  and  semi-circular  canals, — together  with 
the  canalis  fallopii  and  meatus  auditorious  inter- 
ims. The  entrance  from  the  oval  hole  is  the 
vestibule,  a  little  more  than  one  eighth  of  an  inch 
in  length,  and  the  twentieth  of  one  in  diameter. 
From  this  are  several  foramina ;  viz.  semi-circu- 
lar canals,  fenestra  ovalis  and  fenestra  rotunda. 
Though  there  are  three  canals,  both  ends  of 
which  open  into  the  vestibule,  only  five  holes 
are  seen,  as  two  of  them  on  one  side  have  a 
common  mouth.  The  meatus  internus  has  a  cri- 
briform plate  over  the  vestibule,  through  which 
are  transmitted  many  small  twigs  of  the  portio 
mollis  of  the  auditory,  or  7th  pair  of  nerves.  The* 
cochlea  is  near  the  extremity  of  the  pars  petro- 
sa,  close  to  the  fore  part  of  the  vestibule,  its 
base  being  towards  the  meatus  auditorius.  In 
the  cochlea  is  a  pillar  or  central  bar,  termed 
modiolus  or  nave,  which  has  scalas  or  gyri  wind- 
ing twice  and  a  half  round  it;  these  thin  plates 
of  bone  run  very  closely  to  each  other,  resem- 
bling the  turns  of  a  snail  shell,  whence  it  has 
the  name.  The  modiolus  is  made  of  two  com- 
ical tubes,  their  small  ends  uniting,  and  lies  al- 
most horizontally  ; — the  small  end  of  the  pillar, 
or  cone,  which  is  thus  constructed  of  two  hollow 
cones,  has  a  cap  or  cupola.  The  infundibulum 
is  the  common  end  of  the  two  tubes,  and  is  some- 
what tunnel-shaped,  immediately  under  the  cu- 
pola. In  some  authors,  the  name  of  modiolus  is 
given  to  one  passage  and  infundibulum  to  the 
other.  Modiolus  is  the  proper  name  for  both 
cones  united,  and  infundibulum  for  the  mouth  or 
extremity  of  both  under  the  cap.     In  the  canals 


of  the  modiolus  is  lodged  the  portio  mollis,  which 
comes  from  the  brain  through  the  cribriform 
plate  of  the  meatus  auditorious  internus.  One 
of  the  canals  of  the  cochlea,  which  winds  round 
the  modiolus,  opens  into  the  vestibule,  where  it 
is  called  scala  vestibuii ;  the  other  communicates 
with  the  tympanum,  and  is  called  scala  tympani ; 
the  communication  is  by  the  fenestra  rotunda. 
There  is  a  canal,  aqueductus  fallopii,  for  the 
transmission  of  the  portio  dura  of  the  seventh 
pair  of  nerves,  beginning  at  the  upper  part  oi 
the  pars  petrosa  and  jpassing  downward  and  back- 
ward, between  the  oval  foramen  and  the  semi- 
circular canals,  which  ends  in  the  foramen  stylo- 
mastoideum.  Every  part  of  the  labyrinth  is  lin- 
ed, and  forms  the  membrane  o*rer  the  oval  and 
round  holes.  In  the  canals,  cochlea  and  vesti- 
bule, there  is  a  pulpy  membrane,  on  which  the 
portio  mollis  is  spread.  This  membrane  forms 
a  sac,  shaped  like  the  place  which  it  is  in,  which 
extends  through  all  the  canals,  called  ampullae. 
The  aqua  labyrinthi  distends  this  sac,  extends 
through  the  cochlea  :  it  is  supposed  to  be  secre- 
ted by  the  arteries  of  the  periosteum.  The  nerves 
of  the  labyrinth  are  derived  from  the  seventh 
pair.  This  is  composed  of  two  branches,  the 
portio  dura  and  portio  mollis,  or  soft  branch. 
The  portio  dura,  (sympatheticus  minor)  arises 
from  that  part  of  the  brain  which  is  common  to 
the  pons  varolii,  crura  cerebelli,  and  medulla 
oblongata.  The  portio  mollis  arises  from  the 
anterior  part  of  the  fourth  ventricle,  being  sepa- 
rated from  the  dura,  passing  through  the  canalis 
fallopii,  sends  twigs  through  the  perforated 
walls  of  the  canal,  to  the  small  stapedius  muscle 
and  mastoid  cells.  The  portio  mollis  gives  one 
branch  to  the  cochlea,  and  the  other  to  the  ves- 
tibule. These  two  branches  terminate  in  or  on 
the  ampulla?,  at  the  greatest  distance  from  the 
modiolus.  There  is  a  cribriform  plate  common 
to  the  modiolus  and  infundibulnm,  and  the  last 
twigs  of  thi3  portion  of  the  nerve  are  terminated 
on  the  membrane  lining  the  infundibulum  ;  the 
other,  on  the  sac  contained  within  the  vestibule 
and  upon  the  ampullae  of  the  semi-circular  canals. 
The  portio  mollis  is  undoubtedly  the  immediate 
nerve  of  hearing.  To  comprehend  the  struc- 
ture of  the  ear — particularly  the  cochlea,  make 
a  paper  model,  with  a  correct  idea  of  the  mo- 
diolus and  gyri ;  the  relation  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  labyrinth  soon  become  familiar. 


THE  TEETH. 

When  we  commence  our  inquiries  into  the 
structure  and  use  of  the  different  substances 
that  compose  the  body — when  we  carefully  ex- 
amine the  formation  of  the  bones,  their  shape, 
situation,  the  offices  of  each  part  of  the  skele- 
ton, learn  the  use  of  the  prominences  and  ir- 
regular depressions,  most  formidable  barriers 
have  been  surmounted. 

Though  osteology  is  destitute  of  interest  to 
many  people,  yet,  by  a  continued  research,  we 
find  beauties  for  our  admiration,  and  mechanism 
that  excites  our  wonder. 

From  the  first  lodgement  of  a  fluid  sub  coitu, 
are  discovered  the  genuine  characteristics  by 
which  the  species  are  distinguished  after  the 
period  of  gestation.  When  the  foetus  can  be 
discovered  only  by  the  magnifying  properties 
of  a  lens,  it  shows  that  it  has  been  truly  form- 
ed in  nature's  mould.  It  seems  but  a  point  to 
the  naked  eye,  yet  there  is  a  perfect  heart,  in 


active  pulsation  :  limbs,  merely  lines  of  a  dark- 
er hue,  are  modeled  like  our  own  ; — and  the 
body,  with  all  its  organs  in  miniature,  is 
strengthening  into  life.  Here  begins  the  study 
of  osteology:  lines  become  cartilage — cartila- 
ges change  to  bones,  and  bones  give  shape, 
symmetry,  strength  and  beauty  to  a  perfect  an- 
imal. 

Mr.  Bell  assures  us  that  teeth  are  not  exclu- 
sively peculiar  to  the  jaws  of  animals,  as  they 
are  sometimes  found  at  the  back  side  of  the 
mouth,  by  the  side  of  the  gums.  Neither  are 
they  in  all  animals  designed  for  chewing.  The 
elephant's  tusks  are  his  weapons  of  defence — 
his  poniard.  The  bear's  are  for  rapine  and 
slaughter.  In  some  fishes,  the  teeth  are  fixed 
in  the  oesophagus.  Some  animals  use  them  in 
digging  holes  ;  others  have  them  over  thence, 
to  defend  the  integuments  and  organs  of  vision, 
in  rapid  flights,  while  pursuing  game.  Some 
have  no  teeth;  others,  as  the  shark,  and  many 
amphibious  creatures,  have  one,  two  and  three 
rows,  sharp  and  strong,  continued  round  the 
whole  circle  of  the  jaw. 

The  cow,  sheep,  fee.  have  but  one  row  :— 
a  few  animals  have  but  four  incisors,  those 
run  from  the  apex  of  the  two  jaws,  horizontal- 
ly, appearing  mostly  designed  to  render  the  an- 
imal formidable.  The  incisors  and  molares 
being  given  to  man,  indisputably  prove  that 
flesh  and  herbage  is  his  proper  food.  In 
quadrupeds,  it  is  easily  determined  by  the 
teeth,  even  if  no  other  part  can  be  examined, 
what  kind  of  sustenance  is  necessary.  By  the 
teeth,  zoologists  class  the  mammouth,  that  ap- 
pears swept  from  existence,  leaving  no  other 
index  of  his  being,  than  an  unwieldly  skeleton. 

In  the  fcetal  jaw,  the  deciduous  teeth  are 
clearly  distinguished,  by  opening  the  bony 
plate  that  caps  the  alveolar  socket.  The  germ 
of  the  mHk-teeth  can  be  found,  even  when  the 
maxillary  bones  are  elastic  and  cartilaginous. 
By  drying  the  jaw,  the  tooth  shrinks,  apparent- 
ly, or  breaks  from  its  hold,  and  can  be  rattled 
in  the  socket.  The  tooth,  in  this  early  stage, 
has  its  peculiar  character,  being  harder  than 
all  other  bones.  The  enamel  is  not  complete, 
but  evidently  appears  to  thicken,  as  necessity 
requires,  when  emerged  through  the  gums.  ^ 

These  teeth  are  without  fangs :  the  bodies 
are  of  the  size  they  are  ever  to  remain,  having 
the  cutting  edge  elevated  in  the  right  position, 
and  exceedingly  sharp. 

Linnreus  has  thus  divided  the  mammalious 
animals  into  seven  orders,  distinguished  almost 
entirely    by  the    number  and  situation  of  the 

teeth: 1st,  Primates— animals  with  two  canine 

teeth  and  four  cutting;  as  man,  the  ape,  muca- 
uco  and  bat.  2d,  Brut  a,  or  animals  which  have 
no  cutting  teeth  in  either  jaw  :  as  the  elephant, 
sloth,  and  ant-eater,  fee.  3.  Fercs\  animals 
whose  cutting  teeth  vary  from  ten  to  two  ;  as 
the  lion,  tiger  and  bear.  4th,  Glires,  animals 
which  have  only  two  cutting,  and  no  canine 
teeth ;  as  the  squirrel,  mouse,  and  hare  kind. 
5th,  Pecora,  or  animals  with  hoof,  and  no  cut- 
ting teeth  in  the  upper  jaw ;  as  the  camel, 
deer,  ox-kind,  sheep,  fee.  6th  BeUuce,  or  quad- 
rupeds, with  cutting  teeth  in  both  jaws;  like 
the  horse  and  boar.  7th,  Cet<r,  or  animals 
whose  teeth  greatly  vary  in   different  genera. 

The  first  teeth  cut  in  the  child  are  the  up- 
per incisors ;  the  others    do    not  follow  in  the 
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order  in  which  they  are  numbered  :  perhaps, 
one  of  the  molares  is  the  next  that  pierces 
through:  they  appear  one  after  the  other,  in 
regular  progress,  towards  the  root  of  the  jaw. 
It  has  been  remarked,  that  when  they  observe 
this  order,  the  child  suffers  more  from  teeth- 
ing, than  when  irregularly  brought  through. 
Under  the  painful  operation  of  teething,  spas- 
modic affections  are  frequent,  and  fatal.  The 
bowels  more  or  less  disordered;  the  mucous 
membrane,  being  somewhat  inflamed,  from  the 
faeces  through  the  alimentary  canal.  Between 
the  sixth  and  seventh  year,  the  deciduous  teeth 
become  loose  and  useless.  The  jaw  grows 
larger,  and  the  alveoli  proportionably  enlarg- 
ed ;  and,  if  the  teeth  are  not  extracted,  they 
drop  out.  Then  is  supplied  a  new  set  of  teeth, 
possessing  immense  advantages  over  the  for 
mer,  for  grinding,  cutting  and  tearing  the  food. 
[To  be  Continued. ] 

ANIMAL  MOTION. 
There  are  two  kinds  of  animal  motion  : — in 
one,  an  entire  body  is  transferred  from  one 
place  to  another ;  in  the  other,  the  parts  of 
bodies  move  among  themselves.  By  the  latter, 
animals  and  vegetables  grow;  and  the  greatest 
number  of  compositions  and  decompositions 
take  place  throughout  the  globe.  The  first  im- 
portant and  interesting  animal  motions,  are 
those  of  the  heart,  arteries-,  lungs  and  abdomin^ 
a!  viscera;  and,  secondly,  those  muscles  subser- 
vient to  the  will.  The  heart  is  contained  in  a 
strong  capsule,  pericardium,  attached  by  its 
vessels  to  the  upper  part  only,  so  that  the  sys- 
tole and  diastole  is  not  too  "limited.  As  the 
heart  empties  itself  completely  by  the  contact 
of  its  parietes,  forcing  the  blcod  into  the  aor- 
ta, any  other  connexion,  beside   its  union    with 


, 


before  them.  A  person  under  the  influence  of 
fear,  controls  the  lungs,  at  certain  intervals,  that 
all  the  senses  may  be  suspended,  or  rather  di- 
rected, so  as  to  strengthen  the  one  on  which  his 
safety  or  accurate  judgment  may  depend  ;  one 
suddenly  alarmed,  involuntarily  graduates  the 
motion  of  the    lungs,  that  the  sense  of  hearing 

blowing  wind-instru- 
'ungs 


the  immediate  vessel,  into  which  it  pours  its 
contents,  would  destroy  its  peculiar  function. 
Its  motion  is  continued  by  the  excitement  of 
the  blood  within  the  auricles  and  ventricles  ; 
and  may  be  defined  an  irritative  action,  inde- 
pendent of  the  will. 

An  instance  is  recorded  of  a  man  who  could, 
at  his  pleasure,  stop  the  action  of  his  heart 
and  set  it  into  active  pulsation  again.  All  ir- 
regular motions  of  the  heart  disturb  the  sys- 
tem. Syncope  is  in  consequence  of  a  diminish- 
ed action,  bordering  on  quiescence.    -Too  great 


may  be  more  distinct.     In 
ments,  a  person  is  enabled   to  distend   the 
unusually,  to  produce  the  greater  sound.     Bac: 
musicians  not  only  inflate  the  lungs  to  a  greater 
degree  than   proficients,  but  make   harsh  music, 
they  not  having  acquired  the  habit  of  managing 
the  quantity  of  air  drawn  in.     In  sleep,  the  lungs 
generally  move  uniformly;  but  irregularly  under 
certain  emotions  of  the  mind,  as  in  sighing,  &c. 
In    unpleasant  dreams   the  will  has  but  partial 
command  over  the  lungs,  as  is  illustrated  by  hold- 
ing the  breath  for  a  short  period.     The  circula 
tion  is  continued  while  there  is   a  voluntary  sus- 
pension of  the  motion  of  the  lungs. 

When  the  motion  of  a  limb  is  changed  from 
one  which  it  has  acquired  from  the  power  of  ha- 
bit, or  association,  pain  is  the  result.  In  walking 
backwards,  weariness  and  pain  sooner  accrue 
than  in  walking  a  thousand  times  the  distance  in 
the  mode  in  which  the  fibres  have  been  habitu- 
ated to  act. 

Imitation  of  the  panting  of  a  dog,  soon  be- 
comes painful,  in  consequence  of  the  motion  of 
the  lungs  forced  from  that  in  which  they  have 
been  habituated.  Diminished  action  effects  the 
same  results.  In  mastication  the  tongue  has  an 
action,  by  no  means  connected  with  volition.  Its 
relation  to  the  jaws,  fauces,  &c.  necessarily  draws 
it  into  motion,  when  those  move. 

The  stimulus  of  food  contracts  the  fauces,  and 
the  tongue  partakes  of  the  general  action,  and 
contributes  considerably  to  press  the  morsels  into 
the  pharynx.  A  speaker  mnst  practise  on  a  dif- 
ficult word,  till  the  new  motion  is  associated  with 
others  ;  else,  there  will  be  imperfect  accentua- 
tion. He  who  has  learned  to  converse  in  sever- 
al languages,  can  pronounce  better  than  he  who 
never  forsook  his  vernacular  articulation  ;  the 
tongue  has  concatenated  a  greater  number  of 
motions. 

The  muscles  of  the  tongue  are  widely  differ- 
ent from  all  others,  having  a  fixed  origin  and 
ending  in  an  unconfined  manner.     The  tip  of  the 


He  made  the  stomach  the  first  ob-  of  inquiry. 
The  oesophagus  was  but  about  one \ac,..  in  length 
from  the  pharynx,  terminating  precisely  like  the 
finger  of  a  glove,  round  and  smooth,  without  the 
least  communication  with  the  stomach.  It  was 
taken  out,  attached  to  the  larynx  and  is  properly 
preserved  in  the  museum  of  the  Institution. 
The  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach  was  detected 
in, or  rather  connected  with,  the  diaphragm  ; 
the  stomach  was  also  a  blind  sac.  Ed. 


excitement  increases  its  action,  and  disease  will  tongue   being  made  up    of  the  fibres   of  all  the 


result  from  an  opposite  cause.  The  one  pro- 
duces pyrexiae  and  death;  the  other  diminishes 
the  temperature  and  ends  in  death. 

The  intestines  have  a  motion  undulatory, 
particularly  calculated  for  carrying  on  the  i'n- 
gesta,  from  the  stomach,  through  a  great  length 
of  tube.  The  heart  has  three  distinct  motions, 
diastole  ;  systole  ;  oscillatory,  motion,  or  swing-, 
ing  from  one  side  of  the  pericardium  to  the 
other;  the  aorta  and  the  two  venre  cavae  bein<r 
its  axis.  The  intestines  have  two  independent 
motions,  viz.  contraction  of  the  circular,  and 
of  the  longitudinal  fibres. 

The  lungs  have  a  motion  peculiar  and  inter- 


muscle?  entering  into  its  composition,  and  that 
having  no  fixed  insertion,  easily  demonstrates 
how  such  various  motions  are  given  it  for  pro- 
nunciation. It  is  nonsense  ever  to  divide  the 
frssnum  linguae.  Tongues  generally  have  suffi- 
cient play — and  nature,  in  process  of  time,  works 
her  own  remedy.  The  accidents  and  death  which 
hwe  taken  place  from  wounding  the  ranine  ar- 
teries in  new-born  infants,  ought  to  deter  every 
physician  from  the  practice. 


esting — subject  to  variations,  depending  on  the 
will:  when  independent  of  volition,  it  is  sim- 
ply an  irritative  motion.  This  irritative  mo- 
tion is  not  who'!)'  accomplished  by  the  pres- 
ence of  air  in  U\o  bronchial  cells,  but  aided  by 
the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  muscles:  this  is 
Inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the  lungs  cannot  be 
inflated,  without  carrying  the  diaphragm  down 


Imperfect  (Esophagus. 
This  child  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  in  December 
last,  at  a  full  period  of  gestation,  and  was,  to 
every  appearance  healthy  and  well.  Although 
it  sucked  and  took  liquids  from  the  spoon,  it  nev- 
er appeared  to  swallow;  the  whole  quantity  ran 
out  of  the  mouth  immediately.  On  the  second 
rnornin?,  I  think,  after  birth,  the  child  died. 

Mr.  P«.oot,  a  careful,  accurate  person,  with  the 
knife,  who  was  attending  lectures  at  the  Berk- 
shire   Medical    Institution,  examined    the    body. 


COMPARATIVE   ANATOMY. 

We  have  dissected  a  lamb  with  one  head,  twr> 
bodies  and  eight  legs,  well  proportioned.  The 
head  seems  placed  with  its  base  upwards;  there 
are  three  ears,  viz.  two  of  ordinary  xlimensions, 
placed  laterally,  and  one  several  sizes  larger  on 
the  occiput.  The  cranial  bones  are  exceeding- 
ly spongy  and  loose.  There  is  a  socket,  nearly 
three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  directly 
above  the  articulation  of  the  jaws,  in  which  was 
an  eye,  but  little  less  than  that  of  an  ox.  The  scle- 
rotica was  firm.  On  the  posterior  side,  the  eye 
appeared  single,  having  but  one  optic  nerve  ;  on 
the  anterior,  there  were  two  pupils, — an  iris  sur- 
rounded each,  a  distinct  cornea,  but  united  at 
their  inner  margins  together. 

From  the  neck  two  bodies  took  their  origin  ; 
they  are  united  as  low  down  as  the  termination 
of  the  ribs.  Each  body  has  an  umbilical  cord. 
Where  the  two  chests  are  connected  they  form*- 
ed  one  large  thorax.  The  extremities  of  the 
ribs  of  the  two  bodies  approximate  very  curious- 
Iy,to  form  the  thorax.  The  heart  is  much  small- 
er than  is  usual,  suspended  by  its  vessels  in  the 
centre  of  the  thorax.  The  aorta  has  two  arch- 
es, yet  both  do  not  arise  distinctly  from  the  ven- 
tricle :  one,  which  may  be  called  the  superiour 
arch,  has  its  origin  from  the  inferiour  arch  or 
first  aorta,  and  is  precisely  equal  in  caliber  to  the 
first.  From  the  second  arise  two  carotids  that 
pass  on  to  the  neck.  The  first  aorta  arises  from 
the  left  ventricle  and  goes  to  the  left,  supplying 
only  one  artery  before  the  mammary  and  sub- 
clavian, which  is  the  second  aorta,  that  supplies 
the  carotids.  Both  ascending  arteries,  having 
given  the  above  vessels,  take  a  regular  course 
down  each  spine,  where  they  bifurcate  to  form 
the  iliac  arteries. 

The  bowels  we  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing. 
There  was  a  rectum  to  each  body  and  only  one 
oesophagus.  Ed. 
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'  Writers  should  teach  what  is  unknown,  recommend 
known  truths,  vary  the  dress  and  situation  of  objects, 
so  as  to  give  them  more  attraction  ;  spread  flowers  over 
the  regions  through  which  the  intellect  has  made  its 
progress,  to  tempt  it  to  take  a  second  view  of  things 
hastily  passed  over  or  negligently  regarded.' 

Almost  every  season  presents  peculiarities  in  its  dis- 
eases requiring  consequent  curative  modifications  that 
can  he  known  only  by  experience.  The  results  of 
such  experience  should  have  immediate  publicity,  that 
medical  men  may  possess  the  information  for  which 
they  have  so  much  need. 

The  object  of  this  paper  is,  to  give  opportunity  of 
communicating  histories  of  recent  cases  ;  to  devel- 
op the  character  of  prevalent  diseases  ;  and  to  furnish 
seasonable  information  on  subjects  that  regard  public 
health. 

Relations  of  cases  are  valuable  as  far  only  as  they 
correctly,  vividly  delineate  reality.  Sketched  by  dull 
perception,  or  by  one  whose  optics  are  perverted  by 
prejudice  or  theory,  they  are  deceptive  or  valueless. 

Medical  men  are  too  feebly  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  recording  their  experience.  They  are  too 
confident  of  their  memory,  too  well  satisfied  with  re- 
membrance of  the  apparent  outlines  of  cases.  To  in- 
vite them  to  preserve  notes  of  their  experience,  they 
need  stronger  stimulus  than  the  general  acquisition  of 
medical  truth,  a  case  of  extraordinary  interest,  or  a 
prospect  of  an  immediate  publication,  of  confirming  a 
favourite  idea,  of  advancing  an  original  one.  How 
imperfect  are  such  views  !  Does  a  physician,  who  in- 
tends to  preserve  a  history  of  interesting  cases,  fore- 
see, at  first  sight  of  his  patient,  whether  the  case  is 
to  come  under  this  description  ?  Can  he  assure  himself 
its  character  will  develop  itself  so  early  that  the 
strongest  memory  can  recal  all  its  details  so  as  to  ena- 
ble him  fully  to  execute  his  intention  :  Such  views  are 
inconsistent  with  truth,  and  with  that  attention,  meth- 
od and  industry  which  should  characterize  every  phy- 
sician. The  clearness,  satisfaction  and  ease,  with 
■which  a  physician,  who  habitually  avails  himself  of 
the  first  opportunity,  after  each  visit  to  his  patient,  to 
record  his  observation,  pursues  the  treatment,  is  a  rich 
reward  of  his  duty.  Physicians,  who  faithfully  pre- 
serve notes  of  their  experience,  are  forced  to  a  habit  of 
reflection,  instead  of  trusting  to  the  ideas  of  others. — 
How  melancholy  and  disgraceful,  and  yet  how  com- 
mon is  it,  to  hear  aged  physicians  lament  that  their 
usefulness  is  to  end  with  their  life,  as  they  have  noth- 
ing to  bequeath  to  their  medical  successors  ! 

Experience  is  the  most  valuable  part  of  Science  ;  its 
improvement  is  advanced  by  new  facts  only.  It  is 
hoped  the  Medical  Intelligencer  will  do  much  to  estab- 
lish such  connexion  between  the  respectable  members 
of  the  medical  profession  as  shall  make  the  fruits  of 
the  observations  of  each  individual  common  to  all  ; 
that  it  may  prove  a  centre  from  which  the  scattered 
rays  of  medical  science  may  be  reflected  in  union. 


To  J.  C.  Warren,  M.  D.  P.  anat.  and  surg.  we  are 
indebted  for  this  case,  and  for  a  very  kind  intention  re- 
lative to  an  important  surgical  operation. 

The  Hon.  John  Phillips  had  been  subject  to  a 
pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  breast  accompanied 
with  a  sense  of  stricture,  for  the  last  year.  In 
February  he  had  an  increase  of  this'  which  led 
him  to  apply  to  a  physician,  and  to  go  through 
a  course  of  medicine,  by  which  his  pain  was  re- 
moved and  his  general  health  greatly  improved. 
During  the  week  previous  to  his  death  this  pain 
returned,  but  not  with  severity  sufficient  to  lead 
him  to  ask  for  medical  aid,  or  to  confine  himself, 
or  to  alter  his  regimen.  On  the  day  before  his 
death  he  dined  more  sparingly  than  commonly, 
though   his  appetite  was   not  impaired  by  the 


constant  pain  he  suffered.  After  going  to  bed, 
and  remaining  some  time  in  a  state  of  restless- 
ness, at  about  one  o'clock  he  was  suddenly  and 
violently  attacked  with  a  spasmodic  pain  in  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  followed  by  vomiting.  An 
emetic,  such  as  had  been  previously  prescribed, 
was  given  and  produced  its  effect,  but  without 
removing  the  pain,  so  that  at  5,  A.  M.  he  desired 
the  attendance  of  his  physician.  At  this  time, 
his  pulse  was,  as  usual,  regular ;  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  but  frequent  paroxysms  of 
pain  in  the  stomach,  apparently  rendered  more 
than  commonly  distressing  by  bringing  on  a  stric- 
ture in  the  breast.  A  purgative  medicine  was 
directly  administered;  on  which  the  pain  began 
to  subside,  and  in  three  hours,  at  about  half  past 
eight,  he  was  much  relieved.  At  this  time  he 
vomited  and  rejected  the  purgative  which  had 
been  given  ;  the  effect  of  this  was  to  complete 
his  relief,  so  that  he  declined  taking  a  medicine 
which  had  been  provided  in  case  of  such  an  oc- 
currence, expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  change 
in  his  feelings,  and  composed  himself  to  sleep. 
Soon  after  this  he  was  perceived  to  breathe 
heavily  ;  this  was  repeated  a  few  times,  when 
he  expired  without  a  word  or  a  groan. 

On  examination  after  death,  the  stomach  and 
bowels  were  found  to  be  firmly  contracted,  the 
former  to  be  void  of  food  or  any  noxious  sub- 
stance :  the  liver  somewhat  larger  than  natural, 
and  the  bile  dark  coloured  and  small  in  quantity. 

In  the  breast  the  heart  was  found  to  be  con- 
siderably enlarged,  and  very  firmly  contracted, 
especially  the  left  ventricle.  This  part  was  also 
adherent  to  its  covering  the  pericardium  for  a 
considerable  extent.  A  good  part  of  this  adhe- 
sion consisted  of  red  coloured  lymph,  which  must 
have  been  effused  within  a  few  days;  in  the 
midst  of  this  appeared  a  more  firm  and  ancient 
adhesion  connected  with  a  cartilaginous  forma- 
tion in  the  flesh  of  the  left  ventricle.  The 
valves  and  the  origin  of  the  aorta  were  ossified 
and  a  spot  of  ulceration  was  found  in  the  coats 
of  the  great  artery. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  cause  of  this  sudden 
deatli  was  a  spasm  in  the  heart,  induced  in  a 
weak  and  exhausted  state  of  system,  by  the  in- 
flamed condition  of  the  organ.  The  previous 
pain  in  the  night  is  to  be  attributed  to  an  imper- 
fect digestion,  from  the  want  of  healthy  bile  ; 
and  the  pain  and  stricture  of  the  breast,  during 
the  last  few  days  before  the  fatal  event,  was 
caused  by  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  heart. 
This  pain,  though  supported  with  extraordinary 
fortitude,  was  not  estimated  lightly ;  for  he  re- 
peatedly expressed  his  expectations  that  it  might 
prove  fatal;  and  he  conferred  with,  and  received 
directions  from  his  physician,  as  to  the  sj'stem 
proper  to  prevent  its  bad  consequences. 


The  Annual  Discourse  before  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  H. 
H.-Childs,  of  Pittsfield.  The  subject  is  "An  ex- 
amination into  some  of  the  causes  that  have  re- 
tarded the  progress  of  Medical  Science." 


A  case  of  Fracture  of  the  Cranium,  attended 
with  a  loss  of  a  portion  of  the  Cerebrum,  where 
the  operation  of  trephining  was  performed  with 
success,  by  Sabiuel  W.  Wyman,  m.  d. 

A.  D.  of  Byfield,  about  8  years  of  age,  on  the 
21st.  of  September,  1822,  fell  from  a  tree,  the 
height  12  or  14  feet,  and  struck  his  head  against 
a  projecting  part  of  a  rock.  As  nothing  inter- 
vened to  break  his  fall,  the  whole  force  of  it 
was  sustained  by  the  cranium.  On  being  taken 
up,  which  was  after  a  few  minutes,  he  was 
found  to  be  deprived  of  all  sense  and  motion. — 
Immediate!}'  on  being  conveyed  home,  fie  eject- 
ed from  his  stomach  a  part  of  an  apple,  which 
he  had  eaten  but  a  short  time  before  he  fell; 
his  pulse  were  found  to  be  slow  and  small,  and 
to  intermit  at  every  fourth  or  fifth  pulsation ;  his 
extremities  cold,  breathing  stertorous,  and  coun- 
tenance of  a  pallid,  death-like  appearance. 

In  about  eight  hours  his  pulse  became  fuller, 
ceased  to  intermit,  and  had  increased  in  frequen- 
cy; his  breathing  was  free  from  the  stertor,  but 
somewhat  accelerated.  His  extremities  had  now 
a  preternatural  heat,  and  his  skin  had  universal- 
ly become  quite  hot  and  dry.  When  roused,  it 
was  evident  that  he  in  some  degree  understood 
what  was  said  to  him,  but  was  unable  to  articu- 
late a  word.  In  his  paroxysms  of  struggling, 
which  occurred  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
and  which  seemed  to  be  endeavours  to  tear  open 
the  wound  of  the  scalp,  he  had  perfect  use  of 
the  extremities  on  the  left  side  of  the  body, 
while  those  on  the  right   were  quite  motionless. 

On  examining  the  head,  there  was  found,  on 
the  left  side,  a  wound  of  the  scalp,  about  one  inch 
and  a  half  long,  commencing  a  little  posterior  to 
the  coronal  suture,  and  extending  backward  on 
the  left  parietal  bone,  nearly  parallel  to  the  sa- 
gittal suture,  and  about  one  inch  from  it.  In 
the  wound  there  were  found  small  portions  of 
the  cerebrum,  mixed  with  the  coagulated  blood; 
and,  on  inquiry,  I  learned  that  some  of  the  same 
kind  of  substance  had  been  wiped  from  his 
hair  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wound,  before  I  saw 
him.  Above  the  wound,  or  toward  the  sagittal 
suture,  the  scalp  was  adherent  to  the  cranium, 
but  below  the  wound,  or  toward  the  temporal 
bone,  it  was  separated  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  the  space  filled  with  coagulated  blood  and 
small  portions  of  the  cerebrum,  forming  quite  a 
soft  tumour. 

By  making  two  incisions,  (one  beginning  at 
the  posterior  extremity  of  the  wound,  and  ex- 
tending obliquely  backward  over  the  body  of 
the  left  parietal  bone,  and  more  than  p.n  inch 
long;  the  other  beginning  at  the  anterior  ex- 
tremity, and  extending  in  a  direction  toward 
the  ear,  of  the  same  side,  and  about  the  same 
length,)  there  was  discovered  an  extensive  frac- 
ture of  the  left  parietal  bone  with  depression. — 
The  angle  of  the  fracture  was  situated  at  the  an- 
terior extremity  of  the  wound  of  the  scalp.  It 
extended  in  one  direction  over  the  os  frontis,  in 
the  others,  over  the  temporal  portion  of  the  left 
parietal  bone;  there  were  likewise  two  smaller 
fractures,  which   commenced   at   the  angle^  and 
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extended  rather  irregularly  under  the  temporal 
muscle.  The  temporalf>art  of  the  left  parietal 
bone  was  depressed  so  tar  below  the  common 
level  that  a  probe  was  readily  introduced  hori- 
zontally into  the  cavity  of  the  cranium  through 
the  fracture.  The  fracture  was  very  oblique, 
the  inner  table  of  the  skull  being  considerably 
lapped  over   the  outer. 

The  symptoms  of  fracture  of  the  skull  still 
continuing  with  undiminished  strength,  in  ten 
hours  after  the  accident  I  applied  the  trephine 
on  the  firm  part  of  the  parietal  bone,  on  the 
margin  of  the  fracture.  A  piece  of  the  cranium, 
about  two  thirds  the  area  of  the  crown  of  the  tre- 
phine, was  carefully  removed,  without  the  least 
injury  to  the  dura  mater,  which  was  slightly  ad- 
herent to  it  in  one  part.  Immediately  on  its  re- 
moval, a  considerable  quantity  of  dark,  grumous 
bloody  mingled  with  arterial,  was  discharged  at 
the  orifice.  After  two  or  three  trials  with  the 
elevator,  the  depressed  part  of  the  bone  was 
brought  up  into  its  natural  situation,  which  gave 
an  opportunity  for  a  further  discharge  of  blood 
of  the  same  quality.  The  wound  was  dressed 
with  the  precaution  of  leaving  an  opening  for 
the  free  discharge  of  a  serous  fluid,  which  was 
continually  oozing  from  the  orifice  of  the  crani- 
um. Cathartics  and  antimonials  were  adminis- 
tered, and  a  strict  antiphlogistic  regimen  enjoin- 
ed. On  account  of  the  considerable  loss  of  blood 
from  the  wound,  before  and  during  the  operation, 
which  had  reduced  him  considerably,  a  further 
bleeding  was  thought  unnecessary. 

In  nine  hours  after  the  operation,  he  was  able 
to  speak  a  few  words,  but  his  right  arm  and  leg 
still  remained  in  their  paralytic  state.  In  thir- 
ty-six hours,  it  was  evident  that  he  bad  improv- 
ed still  more  in  his  speech,  and  was  able  to  move 
the  right  lower  extremity,  but  the  upper  was 
still  motionless.  He  has  had  paroxysms  that 
indicated  rather  general  uneasiness  than  local 
pain,  and  which  have  been  greatly  relieved  by 
the  operation  of  the  cathartic  medicines. 

3d  day.  The  appearance  of  the  wound  is  ve- 
ry favourable :  the  scalp  had  adhered  to  the  cra- 
nium in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  squamous  su- 
ture ;  the  oozing- of  serous  fluid  has  somewhat  de- 
creased ;  he  is  much  more  composed,  and  takes 
some  notice  of  the  objects  about  him.  1th  day. 
There  is  no  motion  of  the  bowels,  except  by  the 
aid  of  cathartics;  he  seems  to  have  nearly  re- 
covered his  powers  of  mind  ;  he  complains  of  no 
acute  pain.  The  purulent  discharge,  at  each 
dressing  of  the  wound,  is  considerable,  and  has 
all  the  appearances  of  being  healthy.  10th  day. 
The  adhesion  by  the  squamous  suture  appears 
to  be  consolidated.  The  tumefaction  of  the 
scalp  has  so  far  subsided  as  to  allow  it  to  be  ex- 
tended, and  almost  over  the  orifice  in  the  crani- 
um. No  symptoms  are  yet  present,  which  indi- 
cate any  concealed  suppuration  of  the  brain  or 
dara  mater.  A  protrusion  of  the  brain,  in  form 
of  hernia  cerebri,  is  perceptible  ;  the  pulsations 
in  it  are  quite  strong. 

15th  day.  The  hernia  cerebri  has  increased  ; 
the  discharge  of  serous  fluid  is  still  considerable. 
He  exhibits  considerable  uneasiness  to-day,  which 
I  rather  attribute  to  a  sore  mouth,  occasioned  by 
some  calomel,  given  a  few  days  ago,  as  a  ca- 
thartic ;  for,  when  inquired  of  particularly  re- 
specting pain  in  his  head,  he  says  he  has  none. 
The  pulsations  of  the  tumour  are  still  quite  strong, 
dry  lint  is  applied  upohit,  and  moderate  pressure 


made  use  of.  1  9th  day.  He  is  able  to  raise  his 
arm  without  assistance,  but  the  fore-arm  and 
hand  still  remain  paralytic ;  he  improves  in 
his  speech;  the  hernia  cerebri  is  subsiding;  the 
oozmg  of  serous  fluid  continues,  and  although 
there  is  an  abundant  secretion  of  pus  from  the 
scalp  and  exposed  dura  mater,  and  cerebrum; 
yet  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  discharge 
tromany  part  of  them  not  exposed.  His  bow- 
els are  rather  torpid,  but  are  more  readily  ex- 
cited by  cathartics  than  they  were.  His  appe- 
tite is  good  ;  there  is  no  morbid  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  his  sleep  is  sound  and  natural. 

2  4th  day.  The  protruding  part  of  the  brain 
has  wholly  receded  within  the  cranium.  The 
granulations  of  the  dura  mater  have  united  with 
those  of  the  scalp,  and  are  daily  contracting  the 
limits  of  the  wound.  The  discharge  of  serous 
fluid  has  nearly  ceasd.  The  right  leg  has  so  far 
recovered  its  strength,  that  he  is  able  to  bear 
his  weight  upon  it ;  the  right  arm  is  slower  in 
its  recovery.  The  muscles  of  mastication  and 
deglutition  are  those  which  seem  to  be  the  slow- 
est in  recovering  their  natural  powers  ;  he  mas- 
ticates wholly  on  the  left  side.  The  bowels 
have  acquired  their  natural  tone,  and  do  not  re- 
quire the  aid  of  laxatives.  His  speech  improves 
daily  ;  he  can  pronounce  simple  words  with  great 
facility,  but  those  which  require  considerable  and 
varied  action  of  the  muscles,  it  is  difficult  for 
him  to  pronounce  with  any  degree  of  distinct- 
ness. 29th  day.  He  has  recovered  the  use  of 
the  right  lower  extremity,  so  far  as  to  be  able  to 
walk,  but  he  seems,  as  yet,  to  have  but  little 
control  over  the  motion  of  his  toes.  The  most 
exposed  part  of  the  cranium  has  an  unusual 
white  appearance  ;  the  granulations  at  the  cir- 
cumference shoot  over  it  in  the  form  of  a  sheet, 
not  forming  any  connexion  with  it. 

Oct.  29th.  The  sheet  of  granulations  has  be- 
come considerably  thickened,  but  does  not  (seem 
to)  cover  more  of  the  exposed  cranium  than 
it  did  at  the  last  examination ;  by  pressure 
with  a  probe  at  the  circumference  of  the  whit- 
ened portion  of  the  cranium,  it  is  capable  of  be- 
ing slightly  depressed;  these  appearances  make 
exfoliation  of  this  part  probable.  The  other 
parts  of  the  cranium,  which  were  laid  bare,  are 
entirely  covered,  and  the  wound,  at  the  angles, 
considerably  cicatrized.  The  adhesion  of  the 
scalp  to  the  dura  mater  has  increased,  and  is 
firm :  the  purulent  discharge  gradually  diminish- 
es. He  has  recovered  the  power  of  loco  mo- 
tion so  far,  as  to  be  able  to  go  to  all  parts  of  the 
house,  and  amuse  himself  as  formerly;  he  how- 
ever is  more  inclined  to  use  the  left  hand  than 
the  right ;  and  when  he  walks,  the  contractions 
of  the  muscles  of  the  right  lower  extremity 
seem  to  be  of  a  spasmodic  character.  Mastica- 
tion and  deglutition  are  performed  more  perfect- 
ly, but  in  protruding  the  tongue,  the  superior 
power  of  the  muscles  of  the  left  side  of  it,  over 
those  of  the  right,  is  still  very  evident.  Nov. 
10th.  The  divided  part  of  the  cranium  has  ex- 
foliated. It  consisted  of  a  piece  of  the  external 
table,  about  an  inch  long,  and  half  an  inch  broad, 
in  its  broadest  part,  very  thin  and  ragged  ;  one 
side  of  it  bordering  on  the  orifice  in  the  cranium. 
I  found  it  considerably  elevated  by  the  granula- 
tions beneath  it,  and  very  easily  removed.  No 
part  of  the  cranium  is  now  exposed,  and  the  ad- 
hesions at  the  orifice  are  so  firm,  that  the  pulsa- 
tions of  the  brain  are  less  distinctly  visible.  Dec. 


6th.  The  wound  has  entirely  closed.  The  pul- 
sations of  the  brain  are  plainly  perceptible 
through  the  integuments  after  any  exercise,  or 
mental  agitation.  His  friends  observe  that  his 
memor}'  is  not  so  retentive  as  before  the  acci- 
dent, and  that  his  speech  is  not  perfectly  natu- 
ral ;  the  right  upper  extremity  is  still  weak,  but 
in  every  other  respect,  he  appears  to  be  per- 
fectly well. 
JVewburyport. 

Mrs. ,  now  fifty-six  years  of  age,  in  an  Alms- 
house in  the  country,  fifty  miles  W.  of  this  city,  was 
considered  to  be  pregnant  at  16  years  of  age  ;  nine 
months  after,  she  was  thought  to  be  in  travail.  The 
child,  supposed  to  have  been  dead  several  days,  was 
never  born. .  The  midwife's  manual  exertions  were 
such  as  to  put  the  patient  in  great  misery.  She  says 
she  "  experienced  something  like  having  a  cord  torn 
from  her  side,"  and  a  high  degree  of  inflammation  in 
the  vagina,  the  cavity  of  which  has  been  obliterated 
ever  since.  A  fistula  was  formed,  which  terminates 
outwardly  in  the  vagina,  and  only  admits  a  small 
probe,  from  which,  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  of  extremely 
fetid  greenish  matter  was  discharged  every  month  till 
the  Spring  of  1821. 

About  six  days  before  the  periodical  evacuation  took 
place,  the  left  leg,  which  has  always  been  amazingly 
enlarged, was  extremely  painful,  and  augmented  in  size  ; 
but  easy,  and  considerably  diminished  after  the  dis- 
charge. In  her  20th  year,  she  was  married.  She  and 
her  husband  were  unwilling  to  hazard  a  surgical  ope- 
ration. In  June,  1821,  she  experienced  an  excruciat- 
ing pain  over  the  os  sacrum  ;  the- pain  had  been  grad- 
ually advancing  for  many  months.  As  there  was  efflor- 
escence of  the  skin,  flax-seed  poultices  were  applied, 
which  gave  relief,  and,  on  the  10th  day  after,  an  abscess 
was  opened  between  the  ilium  and  sacrum,  that  dis- 
charged several  quarts  ;  before  the  opening  of  the  abs- 
cess, the  fistulous  pipe  on  the  other  side  was  partially 
closed.  A  probe  six  inches  long  has  been  repeatedly 
introduced  without  giving  much  uneasiness.  From  ob- 
servations by  the  probe,  one  side  of  the  sacrum  was 
soft,  and  small  pieces  of  bone  occasionally  escaped. — 
All  the  veins  of  the  abdomen  are  varicose,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  venae  saphenae,  which  are  as  large  as  cod 
lines.  »  Ed. 

Cautions  to  sedentary  people,  and  to  those  whose 
habits  endanger  their  health. 

Medicine,  like  all  other  things,  is  resolvable  into  a 
plain  matter  of  common  sense.  Every  body  can  do 
much  in  preventing  sickness  :  nothing  exceeds  the 
pleasure  of  relieving  it  but  that  of  preventing  it :  in  pro- 
vident anticipation  of  it,  a  physician  shows  most  force 
of  mind  and  efficacy  of  his  art. 

Food.  Excess,  chiefly,  irritates  the  stomach 
and  poisons  even  the  wholesomest  food.  In 
health,  to  guard  against  excess,  infinitely  more 
attention  is  needed,  than  minute  discrimination 
in  choice  of  food.  Excess  of  proper  food  pro- 
duces more  disorder  than  does  the  exceptiona- 
ble quality  of  any  article  of  food.  In  taking  food, 
we  should  attend  to  the  first  feeling  of  satiety; 
a  mouthful  after  the  first  relish  of  appetite  ceas- 
es is  excess. 

Indigestion,  the  most  varied  of  diseases,  be- 
gins from  simple,  apparently  unimportant  devia- 
tions from  health,  gradually  becomes  complicat- 
ed, often,  it  finally  undermines  every  function  ;  it 
is  an  affection  of  the  centre,  capable  of  variously 
influencing  each  remotest  part  through  many 
channels.  Its  tendency  is  to  produce  the  disease 
to  which  the  system  is  disposed  ;  e.  g.  gout  and 
gravel  may  be  induced  by  any  cause  of  indiges- 
tion. 

Whatever  greatly  disorders  any  important  or- 
gan causes  indigestion.  All  parts  of  the  body 
are  concerned  in  its  diseases.  Its  parts  are  so 
balanced,  if  one  is  much  hurt,  the  rest  suffer. 
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Distention  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  flatu- 
lence, acid,  oily,  putrescent  eructations,  indicat- 
ing acetous  fermentation,  immediately  arise, 
from  indigested  food.  If  these  are  habitual,  the 
whole  digestive  organs  become  disordered,  the 
mouth  'clammy,  tongue  furred,  especially  in  the 
morning;  a  laxative  effects  relief.  The  sufferer 
is  apt  to  be  thirsty,  his  appetite  impaired,  varia- 
ble ;  feet  cold;  he  is  occasionally  weak,  finds  it 
difficult  at  a)l  times  to  command  his  attention, 
has  perplexing  dreams,  sometimes  nightmare,  is 
alarmed,  occasionally  despondent,  anxiety  and 
depression  gradually  engross  his  attention,  the 
dejections  deviate  from  the  healthy  appearance, 
the  stomach  is  apt  to  be  oppressed  after  eating, 
diarrhoea  often  follows,  then  costiveness,  need- 
ing medicine  more  active  than  before  ;  pains  of 
the  stomach,  oftener  of  the  bowels,  burning, 
weight,  nausea,  great  loss  of  strength,  despon- 
dency, hardly  equalled  in  any  other  disease  ; 
feelings  of  endless  variety  in  various  parts.  By 
constant  recurrence  of  such  attacks,  he  is  gradu- 
ally unfitted  for  activity  ;  this  increases  his  des- 
pondency ;  he  emaciates. 

From  an  early  period  of  indigestion,  he  is  un- 
easy in  lying  on  the  left  side,  more  rarely  on  the 
right.  Afterwards  the  only  easy  position  is  on 
the  back,  with  the  shoulders  a  little  raised  to- 
wards the  right.  He  constantly  hawks  from  the 
back  of  his  mouth  so  much  gluy  secretion  as 
to  destroy  and  debilitate  him.  His  skin  is  dry, 
shrivelled,  cold;  hair  parched,  inclined  to  stand 
on  end  ;  eyelids  languid  and  inflamed.  He  has 
a  noise  in  his  ears,  difficult  breathing,  cough, 
tenderness  on  pressure  on  the  angle  of  the  short 
right  ribs. 

To  eat  moderately  and  slowly  is  often  of 
greater  consequence  than  any  other  rule  of  diet. 

Appetite  enough  should  remain  to  leave  free 
the  functions  of  body  and  mind.  He  who  is  la- 
zy, sleepy,  soon  after  a  meal,  has  taken  too 
much.  Weakly  people,  when  they  exceed  their 
usual  meal,  feel  dejection,  anxiety,  weight  at 
the  stomach,  indigestion,  wandering,  pain,  dis- 
turbed sleep,  sense  of  suffocation,  nervous  affec- 
tions ;  sleep  late,  wake  tired,  yawn,  have  no 
appetite  ;  become  cheerful,-  hungry,  when  their 
stomach  has  become  lightened,  eat  heartily,  and 
suffer  as  before.  That  a  generous  diet  is  ne- 
cessary to  support  their  strength  is  a  general 
error  with  the  subjects  of  almost  all  chronic  dis- 
ease. 

The  most  common  cause  of  morbid  distention 
of  the  stomach  ia  eating  too  fast.  Appetite 
subsides  only  in  proportion  as  the  food  absorbs 
the  digestive  fluid  of  the  stomach.  If  we  eat 
slowly,  if  time  is  given  for  the  absorption  to 
take  place,  appetite  abates  before  the  stomach 
is  overcharged. 

If  a  meal  be  interrupted  ten  or  fifteen  min- 
utes, after  no  more  than  a  third  of  the  usual 
quantity  is  taken,  the  person  is  satisfied.  A  few 
mouthfuls  taken  a  little  before  dinner  often  de- 
stroy the  appetite. 

When  we  eat  too  fast,  food  is  not  duly  chew- 
ed and  mixed  with  saliva  ;  does  not  undergo  the 
firs^  process  of  digestion  ;  excites  thirst. 

Another  cause  of  over-distention  is  high-sea- 
soning various  food,  such  as  particularly  pleases 
the  palate  ;  we  are  induced  to  eat  after  appe- 
tite is  satisfied.  This  seems  to  be  in  particular 
an  effect  of  wine  drunk  during  dinner_ 


So  intermixed  are  the  feelings  produced  by 
hunger,  and  by  the  means  which  please  the  pal- 
ate, that  when  desire  to  eat  is  constantly  re- 
newed by  a  succession  of  different  kinds  of  food, 
we  cannot  judge  when  we  have  enough.  Arti- 
ficial appetite  is  excited  at  the  expense,  of  sub- 
sequent debility. 

Preternatural  excitement  of  the  stomach  at 
length  impairs  its  vigour.  !n  people  who  have 
o-reatly  indulged  in  the  pleasures  of  the  table, 
the  stomach  generally  becomes  enlarged  and  re- 
laxed ;  the  food  most  hard  of  digestion,  cost,  par. 
swells  most,  as  it  is- most  apt  to  ferment. 

It  is  unkind  to  urge  friends  to  take  meats,  spic- 
es, acids,  fruits,  coffee,  cordials  :  but  a  sumptu- 
ous table  is  hospitality !  prodigality  is  munifi- 
cence, grandeur ! 

Whatever  in  moderate  quantity  agrees  with 
the  stomach,  may  be  presumed  wholesome  to 
that  individual.  Food  is  wholesome  or  unwhole- 
some only  as  it  is  more  or  less  adapted  to  the 
present  state  of  the  digestive  organs. 

A  moderate,  deliberate  meal  is  digested,  pro- 
bably, in  three  hours,  then  the  stomach  is  emp- 
ty, beginning  to  rest:  it  should  rest  till  its  pow- 
er is  restored  ;  i.  e.  till  appetite  returns  for  sim- 
ple food.  When  digestive  power  is  impaired,  as 
much  time  is  needed,  if  the  food  is  proportioned 
in  quantity  and  digestibility  to  the  power.  Ac- 
cording as  this  is  weak,  it  is  likely  to  be  promo- 
ted by  abstinence  even  to  a  sensation  of  want. 
We  should  wait  for  appetite,  not  tempt  it.  If  na- 
ture's call  is  anticipated,  no  time  given  for  ap- 
petite to  return,  the  digestive  organs  cannot  act. 

Meats  which  are  most  mixed  with  fat  are  cost, 
par.  most  oppressive,  e.  g.  pork.  The  lean  part 
of  venison  is  perhaps  the  most  digestible  food. 
Few  things  are  more  hard  of  digestion  than  new 
bread.  To  some  dyspeptics  sugar  is  so  oppres- 
sive, they  must  abstain  from  it  altogether. 

Healthy  people  have  but  little  thirst.  Drink- 
ing at  meals,  to  assist  digestion,  is  most  errone- 
ous. We  should  not  yield  to  slight  thirst  ; 
when  it  is  considerable,' drink  moderately,  delib- 
erately. Frequent  drinking  dilutes  the  stomach's 
digestive  fluid. — Alcohol  in  every  shape  is  un- 
necessary to  people  in  health.  The  same  quan- 
tity of  it  in  form  of  distilled  spirits,  though 
equally  diluted,  gives  more  immediate  tempo- 
rary assistance  to  the  stomach,  and  secondarily 
hurts  it  more,  than  in  that  of  any  fermented  li- 
quor which  has  not  been  distilled.  To  daily  use 
of  two  or  three  glasses  of  wine,  inflammation  of 
the  digestive  organs  seems  sometimes  owing, 
often  confounded  under  the  terms  bilious,  dys- 
peptic, nervous,  &c.  It  is  not  strange,  people 
who  drink  more,  use  stimulating  diet  and  late 
hours,  should  have  often  such  complaints.  Peo- 
ple addicted  to  wine  often  seem  destroyed  by  ex 
cess  of  nutriment,  they  become  full,  often  ruddy, 
for  a  time,  even  robust,  not  unfrequently  die  of 
sanguineous  apoplexy;  people,  addicted  to  spir 
its,  generally  become  pale,  often  emaciated, 
more  or  less  paralytic;  both  are  subject  to  debil 
ity  of  stomach,  obstructed  liver,  dropsy  ;  the  lat- 
ter soonest,  and  in  them  they  make  most  rapid 
progress.  Many  crowd  the  shrine  of  unsuspect 
ed  intemperance,  ignorant  of  the  effects  of  ha 
bitual  indulgence,  even  in  what  is  called  a  sober 
way.  With  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  relin- 
quishing fermented  liquors,  and  determination  to 
relinquish  them,  low  spirits,  or  willing  belief 
that  a  sip,  the  glass  he  is   about   to  swallow 


can  do  no  harm,  leads  to  frequent  infractions  of 
the  determination  and  as  certain  aggravation  of 
disease.  No  advice  has  been  more  abused  than 
that  of  habitually  drinking  spirit  with  water. 
We  can  perceive  no  permanent  source  of  strength 
but  from  digestion  of  food.  To  try  to  obviate 
sense  of  weakness,  without  first  removing  the 
state  it  depends  on,  is  vain  ;  it  is  often  increased 
by  means  called  strengthening;  they  are  vain 
till  the  cause  of  indigestion  and  loathing  be  re- 
moved. Popular  errors  on  medical  subjects,  are 
mostly  the  errors  of  the  physicians  of  former 
ages. 

Prof.  Adam  Ferguson  was  very  often  invited 
to  dinners  and  parties,  ate  heartily,  drank  more 
than  a  bottle  of  wine  very  often.  When  first 
taken  ill,  at  50  years  of  age,  he  had  good  health ; 
that  morning  it  was  bleak,  he  made  a  fatiguing 
excursion  into  the  country,  returned  just  before 
dinner  very  much  chilled  ;  went  to  dine  with  a 
party,  ate  and  drank  in  his  usual  manner.  A  few 
hours  after,  one  side  was  palsied,  head  confused, 
sight  perverted,  pulse  quick.  He  was  bled  im- 
mediately, used  laxatives  and  strict,  low  diet. 
By  his  73d  year,  all  paralytic  symptoms  had 
disappeared ;  his  health  excited  admiration.  Since 
his  attack  he  tasted  no  meat  till  1812,  drank  no- 
thing but  tea,  milk,  broth  or  water,  took  nothing 
after  tea-time.  Whenever  he  ventured  to  use 
more  nourishing,  stimulating  food,  he  soon  had 
full  pulse,  hot  restless  nights.  His  only  medi- 
cines were  laxatives,  almost  daily.  When  he 
suffered  from  cold  they  seemed  specially  to  pro- 
mote recovery.  During  the  19  following  years, 
making  43  from  his  attack,  his  remarkable  health 
continued  till  6  years  before  death;  even  then, 
nobody  would  have  suspected  he  had  ever  been 
apoplectic  or  paralytic.  His  mind  was  almost  as 
entire  as  in  his  younger  days ;  his  functions,  ex- 
cept sight,  were  scarcely  impaired:  1812  he  be- 
gan to  take  a  little  meat.  For  6  years  he  had 
not  been  in  better  health  and  spirits  than  during 
the  winter  1815  to  Feb.  1816;  then  his  bow- 
els had  been  irregular  two  days,  pulse  100,  he 
was  feverish,  slightly  delirious,  had  almost  inces- 
sant bilious  vomiting:  was  considerably  relieved, 
under  free  evacuation  of  his  bowels  ;  died  Feb. 
23,  set.  93. 

CANCER.— No.  II. 

BREAST. 

Women  who  have  borne  children  are  more 
liable  to  this  malady  than  other  females.  Wo- 
men, from  the  age  of  fourteen,  are  liable  to  it. 
When  the  milk  is  suffered  to  dry  up  too  soon, 
it  not  unfrequently  distends  some  lactiferous  tube, 
which  inflames,  ulcerates,  and  becomes  cancer- 
ous. In  a  majority  of  cases  that  have  fallen  un- 
der our  notice,  the  disease  began  soon  after 
weaning.  A  young  woman  who  had  an  illegiti- 
mate child,  which  died,  wishing  to.  hide  all  ap- 
pearances, and  the  ignominy  of  the  case,  would 
not  suffer  her  breasts  to  be  drawn.  The  right 
mamma  became  hard,  uneven,  and  burst  in  four- 
teen months,  forming  a  fetid  corroding-  cancerous 
ulcer.  The  breast  was  amputated,  but  never 
healed  ;  she  died  in  misery  The  complaint  has 
followed  blows. 

A  gkl  of  17,  invariably  slept  on  her  right  side, 
on  account  of  stertorious  breathing  attending 
any  other  position  :  a  fatal  tumour  formed  in  the 
breast.  Plethoric  women  have  a  quicker  cri- 
sis of  the  disease  than  those  of  spare  habits.     In 
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two  instances,  where  the  disease  was  of  the 
breast,  a  woman  who  was  fleshy  died  two  years 
before  the  other,  who  seemed  less  able  to  live 
long1. 

Cancer  of  the  breast  is  first  discovered  by  a 
hard  tubercle,  deeply  seated  under  the  integu- 
ments of  the  mamma,  commonly  loose  and  free 
from  soreness.  An  occasional  stinging  invariably 
attends  cancer.  It  may  remain  in  this  Vay  twen- 
ty, thirty  or  forty  years,  without  sensible  altera- 
tion, then  become  inflamed,  and  agonize  the  pa- 
tient at  every  breatb.  Many  cancers  become 
.exceedingly  painful  in  one  or  two  years,  and,  if 
not  removed,  are  speedily  fatal.  More  aged 
women  die  with  cancer  of  the  breast,  than  young 
ones,  yet  it  has  been  of  long  standing.  A  lady 
of  69  years,  died  1821,  in  Worcester  Co.  of  a 
cancer  in  the  right  breast,  that  she  discovered 
thirty  five  years  before.  Only  18  months  before 
her  death,  it  became  highly  inflamed,  which  she 
imputed  to  chafing  it  against  the  inside  of  a  car- 
riage in  which  she  took  an  airing.  It  became 
enormously  enlarged,  spontaneously  burst,  leav- 
ing a  large  cavity,  which  continually  discharg- 
ed matter  that  destroyed  the  contiguous  flesh. 
She  died  in  seven  months,  exhausted  with  pain. 
There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  a  scirrhus, 
and  a  genuine  cancerous  tumour.  The  scirrhous 
mamma  is  one  enlarged  mass,  in  which  the 
whole  breast  is  incorporated,  unaccompanied 
with  the  sting  of  cancer. 

EGYPTAC,  OR    jEGYPTIAC,  MEL    CUM    ACETATO    CTJFRI, 

Composed  of  14  oz.  of  honey,  6  oz.  acid,  ace- 
tos.  and  5  oz.  sub  acetit.  cupri.  The  Egyptians 
are  said  to  have  first  used  it  to  cure  foul  ulcers, 
destroy  fungi,  and  prevent  gangrene. 

Preparation  of  Egyptac  ;  put  the  honey,  vin- 
egar and  verdigris  in  a  basin  on  the  fire  :  boil 
them  moderately,  stir  them  with  a  wooden  stick, 
until  the  mixture  reddens  and  ceases  to  thicken. 
Cool  and  preserve  it  in  a  dry  place,  as  it  attracts 
moisture  from  the  atmosphere.  After  standing, 
it  turns  black  on  the  top,  but  resumes  its  red 
hue  by  being  stirred. 

M.  Brungnatelli,  in  his  Pharmacopia,  intimates 
that  some  other  escharolic  may  be  united  in  the 
mixture,  instead  of  verdigris.  Whatever  enters 
into  the  composition  in  the  lieu  of  the  latter  ar- 
ticle, it  is  only  useful  as  an  outward  application, 
and  possesses  very  remarkable  detergent  pro- 
perties. Cadet  de  Gassicourt,  Paris,  1815. 

Note.  A  preparation  of  a  similar  nature  is  in  use 
among;  veterinary  surgeons  in  the  United  States ;  it  is 
an  excellent  and  cheap  remedy  for  sanious  ulcers  on 
the  legs  and  jaws  of  horses. 

SEPULTURE.— No.  III. 

Putrid  exhalations,  escaping  by  ihe  chinks  of  a  tomb 
badly  sealed  up,  spread  themselves  in  a  church  of 
Saulieu,  in  Bourgogne,  infected  70  children  who  were 
there,  34  of  whom  died,  and  the  curate  and  vicar. — 
The  same  year,  removal  of  several  coffins,  in  a  village, 
occasioned  a  malignant  fever,  with  which  15  peasanls 
died,  and  several  curates,  who  had  assembled  together, 
were  severely  affected.  The  church  of  St.  Etienne, 
principal  parish  of  Dijon,  was  so  infected  by  emanation 
from  the  sepulchral  cellars,  1773,  that  divine  service 
was  discontinued.  The  cemetery  of  the  Innocents,  Pa- 
ris, led  to  a  prohibition  of  burials  in  churches  and  towns 
from  March  8,  1776  ;  also  in  the  State  of  Turin. 

The  police  of  Paris  for  40  years,  had  not  ceased  to 
receive  complaints  from  the  inhabitants  who  lived  near 
thi3  cemetery,  and  considered  it  the  cause  of  much  dis- 
ease which  had  desolated  this  quarter,  and  of  the  quick 
corruption  of  meat,  broth  and  milk  ;  many  of  the  cel- 
ars  in  the  street  de  la  Lingerie,  near  the  cemetery,  had 


contracted  such  an  ill  odour,  that  they  could  not  be  en- 
tered ;  the  walls,  constructed  to  intercept  the  commu- 
nication with  the  earth  and  water  of  the  cemetery,  soon 
became  penetrated  with  the  odour  ;  the  cellars  were 
purified  by  stoves  for  ventilation,  but  in  a  month  were 
as  bad  as  before.  The  Faculty  of  Medicine  were  con- 
sulted on  the  business,  1730,  and  declared  the  cemete- 
ry to  be  the  cause  of  the  mischiefs  ;  on  this  account, 
the  removal  of  the  cemetery  was  ordered. — Four  vast 
cemeteries  are  established  out  of  Paris.  People  who 
desire  it  can  purchase  land  enough  for  monuments. 

The  cemetery  of  Nice  is  on  a  rocky  ground,  with  but 
little  earth,  overlooking  the  town.  In  1801,  Nice  was 
the  seat  of  malignant  or  nervous  fevers.  I  was  there 
as  a  member  of  a  .  commission  of  public  health.  For 
several  days  I  saw  the  cemeteries  covered  with  a  white 
steam,  towards  evening  M.  Rancher,  one  of  my  col- 
leagues and  I  visited  it  to  see  the  state  of  the  vaults. — 
We  were  immediately  affected  by  a  great  infection. — 
As  soon  as  I  had  ascertained  the  crowded  state  of  the 
cemetery,  and  its  inefficient  depth  of  earth  I  hastened 
to  the  fresh  air.  M.  R.  persisted  in  ascertaining  the 
vaults  where  some  of  his  acquaintance  were  buried.  He 
was  suddenly  seized  with  a  violent  headache,  which 
never  left  him  :  a  malignant  fever  followed,  he  died  on 
the  7th  day  from  our  visit. — Fode're'. 

Putrid  animal  matter,  the  refuse  of  rations,  had  ac- 
cumulated near  the  barracks  of  the  45th  regiment  at 
Grenada,  1788.  A  malignant,  fatal  fever  arose.  Dur- 
ing its  greatest  prevalence,  the  commander  was  super- 
seded by  Lieut.  Col.  O.  Nichols,  now  Lieut.  Gen.  He 
paid  utmost  attention  to  diet,  and  removal  of  the  ani- 
mal matter ;  the  fever  ceased,  health  was  restored. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  examples  I  have 
met  with. 

Essay  loicard  inquiry  how  far  effluvia  from  dead  an- 
imal bodies  produce  malignant  fever  and  excite  putrefac- 
tive emotion  in  living  animals?  {by  C.  Chisholm,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  &c.)     Edinburgh,  Oct.  1810. 


HOSPITALS  OF  PARIS— No.    III. 

Every  hospital  has  separate  wards  for  conva- 
lescents. The  distance  from  one  range  of  beds 
to  another,  or  to  the  opposite  wall,  is  8 — 11  feet. 
The  beds  are  generally  3  feet  wide,  6  feet  long. 
They  have  a  cord  ranging  from  the  middle  of 
the  upper  frame,  ending  in  a  handle,  by  which 
the  patient  raises  himself. 

Patients'  name,  profession,  residence,  ward, 
and  number  of  their  bed  is  inscribed  on  a  ticket 
suspended  to  the  bed.  If  a  patient  cannot  make 
himself  understood,  a  description  of  him  is  put 
at  the  hospital's  door,  and  sent  to  the  police,  and 
published  in  the  newspapers  if  requisite;  a  tick- 
et is  put  to  his  bed,  "Unknown."  Patients,  not 
Catholics,  can  have  a  minister  of  their  belief  and 
language,  even  a  Jew. 

The  physicians  visit  the  sick  daily,  6 — 7  A. 
M.  and  4 — 8  P.  M.  They  dictate  their  prescrip- 
tions to  two  pupils,  whose  reports,  after  being 
compared,  are  signed  by  the  physician.  No  food 
is  administered  before  the  first  visit.  In  the  phy- 
sician's or  surgeon's  absence,  his  place  is  sup- 
plied by  his  assistant.  The  pupils  record  the 
histories  of  the  cases. 


TEETH. 

CONTINUED. 

A  tooth  is  called,  by  the  anatomist,  perfect, 
that  has  its  growth  complete,  being  of  the  sec- 
ond set  of  teeth, — -this  is  distinguished  by  its 
fangs,  thickness  of  enamel,  and  general  magni- 
tude. Though  there  is  circulation  of  blood  in 
all  the  bones,  no  vessels  appear  in  the  enamel. 
Madder  tinges  all  the  bones,  but  not  the  enamel. 
The  component  parts  consist  of  phosphate  and 
carbonate  of  lime.  Gay  Lussac  says  a  small 
portion  of  fluate  of  lime  gives  the  enamel  its 
glassy    texture   and  hardness.     The  milk    teeth 


are  like  blocks,  having,  except  in  the  foetal  state, 
small  points,  somewhat  resembling  fangs  :  these 
afterwards  are  absorbed ;  often  they  are  fixed  as 
strongly  as  the  second  set. 

The  process  of  enameling,  although  begun  in 
the  socket,  is  gradually  thickened  and  matured 
after  its  appearance.  The  body  of  the  tooth  is 
like  the  substance  of  other  bones,  as  soft,  and 
laminated,  one  plate  covering  the  other;  a  nerve 
is  enclosed  in  a  central  cavity.  The  artery  which 
enters  the  tooth,  is  supposed  to  secrete  and  de- 
posit the  ossific  matter  around  itself,  that  forms 
the  tooth.  A  tooth  possesses  vitality  after  it  has 
been  extracted,  so  long  as  its  natural  warmth  re- 
mains. Transplanted  into  the  jaws  of  another 
person,  the  union  may  be  complete :  the  alveo- 
lar walls  will  be  shaped  to  the  new  tooth,  and 
it  eventually  answers  all  the  good  purposes  of 
the  original  one.  With  expert  dentists,  this  op- 
eration is  not  unfrequently  performed  in  Europe, 
and  some  of  the  West  India  Islands.  A  tooth 
recently  extracted,  can  grow  in  the  comb  of  a 
cock,  the  nose  of  a  dog,  or  other  parts  of  almost 
any  animal.  A  king  of  France  cut  a  third  set 
of  teeth,  beautifully  white  and  well  shaped. 
There  was,  a  few  years  since,  in  the  town  of 
New-Ipswich,  N.  H.  a  man  who  had  a  third 
front  tooth,  delicately  white,  large  and  fine^ 
and  strong  appearances  of  another  set  by  its 
side.  He  was  63  years  of  age,  and  said  he  had 
been  destitute  of  incisors  for  15  years.  Many 
years  since,  a  child  was  born  in  Hebron,  N.  H. 
with  four  front  teeth,  of  tolerable  size  :  they 
soon  turned  yellow,  dropped  out,  and  in  the  usu- 
al time  were  superseded  by  others,  very  simi- 
lar. An  artist  in  Boston,  now  37  years  of  age, 
was  born  with  eight  incisors  and  four  eye  teeth. 
These  were  of  service,  as  he  never  was  put  to 
the  breast,  having  lost  his  mother  soon  after 
birth.  The  third  set  is  remarkably  strong  and 
uneven.  Such  deviations  are  not  unfrequent. 
There  is  no  more  certain  criterion  of  age,  than 
loss  of  teeth  and  absorptions  of  the  alveolar 
arch.  Many  people  have  lived  to  the  most  ad- 
vanced age,  whose  teeth  retained  al!  their  ori- 
ginal characteristics. 

Indians  are  generally  said  to  retain  their  teeth 
sound  and  white  till  the  close  of  life  :  undoubted- 
ly, their  being  strangers  to  the  hot  slops  and  ac- 
ids of  the  civilized  world  contributes  to  their 
preservation.  Negroes'  teeth  possess  no  advan- 
tages over  white  peoples'.  The  whiteness  of 
the  former  appears  to  greater  advantage,  by  con- 
trast with  their  skins.  The  cold  food  of  slaves 
has  no  tendency  to  caries. 

When  the  Europeans  first  landed  on  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  the  natives  were  more  astonished 
at  the  sight  of  the  rotten  teeth  of  some  of  the 
sailors,  than  at  the  ship  or  cargo. 

Diseases  of  the  adult  jaw,  are  in  a  variety  of 
cases,  traced  to  the  teeth  ;  as  deep  ulcerations  in 
the  sockets,  the  irritation-of  a  fang,  necrosis,  and 
oainful  affections  of  the  antrum  maxillare. 
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JEJYCKES'  PATENT  APPARATUS. 


.Tenches'1  Patent  Apparatus  for  raising  invalid 
people  from  bed  without  their  own  exertion,  for 
the  purpose  of  making1  or  changing  the  bed. 
cleaning,  cooling,  rubbiag  the  inferior  surface  of 
the  body,  passing  the  evacuations,  receiving 
clysters,  &c.  The  apparatus  embraces  econo- 
my of  attendants  and  of  bedding;  such  appara- 
tus is  indispensable  to  the  best  treatment  of  the 
very  numerous  class  of  people  to  whom  abso- 
lute rest  is  important,  e.  g.  women  immediately 
after  delivery,  those  under  uterine    hemorhage 


the  body,  there  is  an  opening  for  passing  the 
Evacuations. — There  was  a  bed  lor  these  pur- 
poses in  Hotel-Dieu,  Paris,  1811. — It  has  also 
;ieen  proposed  to  transfer  patients  from  one  bed 
to  another  by  a  crane. 

Catheter. — We  have  received  a  specimen  of  a  flexi 
ble  metalic  catheter,  manufactured  by  Capt.  Carson, 
of  Pittsfield,  accompanied  with  a  note  from  J.  P.  Batch- 
elder,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Surgery  and  Physiology.  He 
says  ;  this  catheter  is  sufficiently  flexible  to  admit 
.  being-  modeled  into  any  requisite  shape,  and  firm  enough 

lacerated  perineum,  inverted  womb,  people    on- \to&fve permanency  {0  that  Bbaptf  during  their  use. 

der  febrile  excitement  liable  to    involuntary  dis-  which  is  more  than  can  be   said  of  any  other  catheter 

charges,  under  fractures,  those  who  have    lately 

suffered    surgical    operations,    or   wounds,    peo- 
ple   under    severe    rheumatism  or   gout,   palsy, 

disease  of  the  spine,  hip,  knee.     The  apparatus 

may  serve    for  the    passive  exercise    of   lateral 


with  which  I  have  been  acquainted.1  For  good  work- 
manship this  will  vie  with  any  we  have  seen.  The 
price  is  one  dollar.  Ed. 

The  size  and  form  of  catheter  generally  useful  for 
men,  are  those  presented  in  the  catheter  proposed  bj 
sir  E.  Home,  which  strikingly   resembles    that   recom- 


swinging,  which   may  be  useful  and    g'rateful  to  mended  by  the  late  Mr.  Hey.     Catheters  should    be  so 

bed-rid  people.  large  as  to  fill  the    urethra,  else  it  is  likely  to  contract 

Sir  J.  Earle'who    had  been  confined  to    bed'"?™  them,   or  they  are  likel y  to  corrugate  the  uretha 

...         ,       ,      7    ,               ,  .v          ..             .Jt  ;and  be  arrested  m  its  wrinkles.     Lattre  catheters  dilate 

With  a    broken    leg,  and  at    another    time  with Lhe  urethraconically  before  them  so  as  to  prepare  it  for 
rheumatic    gout,    published    in    London  April  6,jtheir  gradual  progress 

1807,  a  description,  with  3  plates,  of  a   double 


bed,  used  in   St.  Bartholomews1  hospital,  recom 
mended  to  families.     The    upper    one    adapted 
for  any  bed,  is  a  frame  like  a  frame  for  quilting, 

has  an  opening  in  the  sacking,  and  by  a  crank  at  live  much  in    the  air. 
each  end  of  the  bed  can  be  raised  to  any  requir- 
ed   height,  for    the     above    mentioned    cases  ; 
the  head  of  the  upper  bed  may  be  made  to  rise 
so  as  to  elevate  the    patient's  head   and    breast. 


EXERCISE. 
Most  people  have   best  health  when   they  ex- 
ercise as  much  as  they  can,  short  of  fatigue,  and 

Exercise  of  any  health v 


The  foot  may  rise,  if  necessarv7,  as  in  incarce 
rated  hernia.  To  renew  the  upper  bed  or  to 
make  applications  to  the  inferior  surface  of  the 
body,  tbere  is  a  bar  a  f  w  feet  over  the  bed, 
sups>orted  on  an  upright  at  the  head  and  foot, 
attached  to  Ihi  cranks,from  this  bar,  the  patiem 
is  slung  by  broad  girths  under  him  or  by  a  strong" 
sheet  furnished  with  rings  or  buckles. 

M.  M.  Parcy  &  Laurent  published  in  Paris, 
1818,  a  plate  and  description  of  the  apparatus  of 
M.  Danjon.  The  space  included  by  the  frame  is 
filled  by  soft  bands,  on  which  the  patient  lies 
over  a  common  bed  ;  near  each  corner  of  the  up- 
per frame  is  a  small  pulley,  on  which  a  rope, 
from  a  corner  of  the  frame,  passes  over  an 
axle,  attached  to  a  wheel  at  the  foot  of  the  bed. 
The  head  of  the  frame  may  be  raised  by  a  crank. 
Any  of  the  bands  are  moveable  for  the  purpose 
of  making  applications  to  the  inferior  surface  of 


organ,  if  not  extreme,  fits  it  for  increased  action 
and  endwft+nce. 

Fatigue  is   hetter  than  ennui     After  continu- 
ed rest  perspiration  lessens,  the  heart   seems  iii-jtion  of  one  generation    has  been    neglected,  ten 


No.     -t. 

mmrn  i  hi  win 

by  perseverance   may  make  great    muscular  ef- 
fort. 

Exercise  immediately  useful  is  followed  by  a 
satisfaction  which  mere   amusements,  unproduc- 
tive activity,  never  afford.     Excursions  for  visit- 
ing, seeing  a  new  object,  &c.  divert  the  sufferer 
rom  his    ailment   better    than  a    mere  walk    or 
nde,  or   games,  specially   solitary  ones.     Task- 
•xercise   shows  the   same  relation  to    health,  as 
penitents'  castigations  do  to  piety  or  virtue.  Can 
jccasional  efforts  counteract  mischiefs  of  habitu- 
al indulgence  or  powers  perpetually  at  work,  to 
curtail  existence  ! 

That  eminent  medical  surgeon,  Mr.  Aberne- 
:hy,  advises  invalids  to  rise  early,  actively  exer- 
cise in  the  air  till  slight  fatigue  is  felt,  rest  or  be 
quietly  employed  an  hour,  (when  the  body  is 
tired,  the  stomach,  by  sympathy,  is  proportiona- 
bly  incapable  of  digestion,)  breakfast,  rest  from 
one  and  a  half  to  three  hours  that  the  forces 
needed  for  nutrition  may  not  be  spent  in  loco- 
motion, actively  exercise  two,  rest  one,  dine, 
rest  three,  exercise  two,  rest  one,  take  a  slight 
meal  if  there  be  appetite. 

A  person  may  be  so  weak  that  friction  is  the 
only  exercise  he  can  bear  without  fatigue. 

SEDENTAPlY  STUDY. 

Nervous  diseases  are  to  be  viewed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  extended  cultivation  of  letters.  Fa- 
tigue of  the  sight  is  often  followed  by  infinite 
ner«.  ous  disease,  dizziness,  exhaustion.  The 
vague  word  education  catches  the  public  ear 
ignorant  of  the  ideas  which  ought  fo  be  attach- 
ed to  it.  Hence  vanity,  cupidity,  ambiton,  jeal- 
ousy increase  to  interruption  of  connections  and 
friendship.  Some  cannot  conceive  of  learning 
unless  built  on  bodily  ruin.  They  indulge  in  a 
lazy  literature,  to  relieve  listlessness,  prompting 
to  no  exertion,  tending  to  increase  languor.. 
They  give  to  the  superstructure  the  attention 
.due  to.  the  base ;  build  without  foundation  in 
face  of  a  tempestuous  sky. 

What  progress  does  art  and  science  make, 
practised,  not  by  beings  languishing,  vaietud. na- 
ry, and  ruined  by  bad  education,  but  b\  robust 
men,  whose  athletic  body  seems  to  comm'ini- 
cate  force  to  the  mora!  facilities.     When  educa- 


su'  ,  ient  to  give  the  blood  due  motion  ;  for  this,  fold  exertioni?  often  made  for  the  succeeding.sei- 
general  exercise  seems  requisite.  Walking  dif- dom  cxteiutaig  systematically  beyond  literary  and 
fuses  more  equable  motion  through  the  system  ornamental  instruction.  In  other  essentials  par- 
than  oilier  exercise.  Many  people  extremely lents'  experience  is  without  profit  to  children, 
irritable,  hypoconcfriac,  constantly  obliged,  while  Is  there  in  knowledge  indemnification  for  bodily 
inactive,  to  take  laxatives,  cease  to  suffer  when  and  mental  infirmity!  What  are  these  great  ac- 
tbey  exercise  to  a  degree  that  would  be    exces-  quirements  of  which  the    parents   are  so  enran- 


|tured!  The  child  has  learned  that  the  earth 
revolves,  but  he  cannot  distinguish  rye  from 
wheat;    fie  can   construct  a  polished  phrase,  but 


sive  in  ordinary  constitutions. 

Sedentary  people  are  often  put  out  of  breath 
and  thrown  into  cough  under  unaccustomed  ex- 
ertion. Females,  habituated  to  walking,  riding', jknowis  not  bow  to  use  his  arms.  Transport  this 
domestic  labour,  exhibit,  in  motion,  a  large  play  doctor  of  15  years  of  age  to  a  desolate  island, 
of  lungs  with  its  attendant  ea*e.  Happy  arejie  would  die  of  hung?r:  leave  him  in  society,  he 
those  accustomed  to  active  bodily  duty.  Seek-|disturbs  it  by  bis  little  passions.  He  has  read 
■ng  health  by  inaction  is  like  seeking  to  improve  the  opinions  of  nil  other  people.  Do  not  para- 
ihe  voice  by  silence.  The  elements1  malign  in-  lyze  his  body  to  make  his  brain  more  active, 
luence  falls  least  on  people  most  exposed  to  Nature  does  not  at  once  carry  on  two  rapid 
fhem.  A  weak  irritable  person,  unable  to  wall;  processes.  When  mental  growth  is  uncommon- 
half  a  mile  without  fatigue,  the   first  day's  trial,  ly  rapid  or  incessantly  cultivated,  the  bodily  seems 
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suppressed  by  disease  or  neglect.     Forced  plants  of  life.     The  side  bed  and  tomb,  masked  under 


are  least  perfect  and  durable.  The  best  meth 
od  of  cultivating  the  mind  provides  for  robust- 
ness of  constitution.  Strength  of  body  and  mind, 
athletic  vigour  with  a  sage's  rtason,  exhibit  the 
most  perfect  model  of  man.  Highest  refinement 
of  mind,  without  improvement  of  body  presents 
but  half  a  human  being.  Mental  cultivation  suf- 
fers unless  physical  accompany  it  step  by  step. 
Mental  force  increases  with  bodily.  When  the 
body  is  sick,  we  are  incapacitated  for  thought. 
The  arms  long  confined  in  a  string  become  stiff, 
powerless,  withered ;  physical"  education  often 
resembies  a  string.  He  who  would  do  great 
things  must  not  deny  himself  rest  or  exe/cise. 
Often  id  the  midst  of  diversions  the  happiest 
ideas  enter  the  mind,  which  had  evaded  the 
closest  researches.  Profound  meditation  for  sev- 
eral hours  seems  more  weakening  than  equal! 
]ong  hard  labour. 

He  is  a  model  for  men  of  letters  and  enter- 
prise who  acts  the  father,  friend  and  citizen,  as 
if  he  were  only  father,  &.c. ;  recruits  himself 
from  mental  labour  by  useful  bodily  employ 
and  social  intercouse,  preserving  a  cheerful, 
sweet  temper,  the  mother  of  health.  Morose- 
ness  and  discontent,  prevent  enjoyment  of  real 
goods. 


FALSE  REFINEMENT. 
Some  people's  maxims  consist  in  keeping 
warm,  wrapping  up,  avoiding  bad  weather  ; 
hence  the  scarcity  of  vigorous,  hardy  men,  the 
many  human  barometers  and  hygrometers,  and 
little  old  men  and  women,  between  13  and  28, 
depressed  in  spirits,  who  have   been  distinguish 


the  features  of  theatre,  ball  and  drawing  room, 
are  thickly  tenanted  by  premature  decay  and 
self-destroyed  be'auty,  the  climate  is  called  cause 
of  the  woe.  There  is  scarce  a  weakly  persoc 
who  does  not  soler  from  absurd  intercourse  with 
the  world  ;  '  1  know  it  will  half  kill  me  :  it  is  a 
matter  of  propriety,  1  must  go!'  Night-air  seems 
more  penncious  than  we  can  easily  account  for. 

When  we  are  cool  we  are  even  more  suscep- 
tible of  night's  baleful  influence  than  when  we 
perspire.  The  warmer  we  are,  on  first  going 
mto  night  air,  ihe  better.  We  should  use  muf- 
flers to  detain  some  Of  the  air  expired  and  warm 
that  to  be  inhaled. 

Men  are  more  healthful  than  women  ;  one 
reason  is,  that  the  men  are  more  in  the  air,  the 
duties  of  the  women  are  not  calculated  to  give 
tone  and  energy  to  their  constitution.     Women 


the  robust  bear  irregularities  which  overwhelm 
ihe  less  healthy.  There  are  some  escapes 
even  among  those  who  pay  unreserved  attention 
to  appetite  and  dangerous  propensities,  as  among 
those  exposed  to  noxious  climes,  or  to  plagues; 
how  do  such  devotees  enjoy  or  perform!  Why 
mortgage  a  week's  comfort  for  the  baby  plea- 
sure of  tickling  the  tongue  a  few  minutes,  by 
an  hour's  conviviality,  with  probability  of  life 
being  speedily  foreclosed  by  disease.  Let  me 
remind  those  persons  who  enjoy  uninterrupted 
health,  that  the  most  perfect  constitution  is 
not  unchangeable  ;  irregularity,  excess  may 
prove  fiital  at  every  age;  they  are  not  ex- 
empt from"  the  decay  of  nature. — With  them  the 
cause  of.  evil  makes  its  advance  in  secret ;  dur- 
ng  the  unobserved  struggles  with  which  disease 
gams  ground,  when  at  length  it  manifests  itself, 
it  is  violent,  generally  obstinate,  not  unfreqnently 


ire  kept  inactive  and  restrained  more  than  men;  fatal.     In  a  feeble    constitution,  the  most  triflino- 


their  powers'  expansion  is  impeded,  Ihey  are  ac 
customed  (o  trifling  work,  giving  little  mental 
employ.  Imagination  at  leisure,  specially  in  the 
indolence  in  which  many  live,  is  easily  exalted 
by  enthusiasm,  sensibility  and  luxury.  Almost 
every  thing  is  distorted  and  corrupted  for  false 
glare.  This  becomes  more  prevalent  among 
all  classes.  Some  females  seldom  go  abroad 
but  in  a  carriage,  as  if  it  were  beneath  them  to 
walk,  or  as  if  to  show  they  have  a  carriage. — 
It  seems  as  if  it  is  sometimes  feared  girls, 
brought  up  with  sovereign  disregard  to  health, 
should  not  be  delicate  enough,  as  if  delicacy  and 
sickness  were  synonymous.  Asiatic  debility  is 
ascribed  to  females'  confined,  idle  education. — 


ed  by  sprightliness,  but  become  old   before  tast-  With  many  women    nature   in  almost  every  res 
ing  the  pleasure  of  being  young,  decline  before  pect  is  anticipated,  puberty  and    maturity,  men 


coming  to  perfection  ;  what  should  be  their  life's 
summer  is  the  beginning  of  its  winter.  Some 
value  themselves  for  paleness  and  languid  eye$. 
sedentary  and  luxurious  arts,habits  and  amuse- 
ments prodigiously  multiply  ;  many  people  who 
should  serve  themselves  employ  others  :  hence 
disproportions  between  gains  and  expenditure? 
of  a   great  part  of  the  community,  anxiety,  dis- 


tal and  bodily  are  forced.  They  are  too  early 
torn  from  childhood  to  improper  social  relations. 
In  pregnancy  they  are  often  hurt  by  sedentary 
life.  As  nurses,  eager  for  amusement,  they  dis- 
order themselves  and  their  infants.  It  needs 
much  resolution  to  oppose,  and  more  to  conquer 
fashion.  Yet  some  intelligent  ladies  divert  their 
anxiety,  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  by  antic 
ipating  the  distant  wants  of  their  household.  The 


couragement,    dependence.       Centuries     passed 
ere  any  one  ventured  to   blush  at  his  labour,  or  nervous  system  is  much  irr.pn  vid  by  drawing  and 
expect    consideration    from    inaction,  or  live    in  music.     The  rage  for  excelling  in    them,  wh;ch 

imposes  such  application,  adds  to  the  disposition 
for  sedentary,  passive  amusements  in  people 
whose  employments  are  too  sedentary,  and  plea- 
sures too  passive.     Affluence  and  talents    but  al- 


idle  circles,  strangely  called  good  society.  Many, 
indolent  in  what  should  be  hours  of  business,  are 
laborious  in  hours  of  recreation.  Can  any  thing 
be  conceived  more  ludricous  than  dancing,  it  fa- 
miliarity had  not  taken  away  its  power  to  pro- 
duce laughter;  specially  late  dancing  in  heated 
rooms,  sometimes  called  good  exercise.  In  a 
ball-room  of  tropical  heat,  sensitive  belles  and 
effeminate  beaus  exercise  to  extreme  exhaustion, 
exhilrited  by  lights,  music,  crowd,  unmeaning 
bustle  ;  then  expose  the  delicate  structure  of  th 


leviate  sickliness.  Savages  are  happier  than 
victims  of  refinement.  It  is  bad  calculat  y\  to 
render  pursuits  injurious,  to  sacrifice  well  being 
to  short  devotion  to  them,  to  lessen  our  capaci- 
ty of  enjoying  objects  we  are  anxious  to  obtain. 
Passions  are  blind  and  never  calculate.  We  have 
no  more  right  to  hurt   our  health    by  indolence 


lungs  in    a  minute  to    atmospheric    trans  t  on  ofjsedentarincss,  or  study,  than   by  excess  of  appe- 
perhaps  30  or  40  degrees,  pass  a  night  of  fever  *  '     passions. 


ishness,  cold  perspiration;  after  a  tumult  of  im- 
agination, sink  into  slumber;  toss  themselves 
awake  more  weary  than  on  going-  to  bed,  rise 
late,  are  nervous,  petnlant,  or  languidly  indiffer- 
ent," mere  household  spectres,  not  giving  or  re- 
ceiving enjoyment,  hurry  to  another  dance  in 
the  evening,  flutter,  sparkle  and  bloom  till,  the 
delirium  past,  they  droop  into  apathy  a;;ain. 
next  day  rise  to  the  same  joyless  routine.  These 
-are  rational  beings,  with  souis  1  The  gh<v-" 
train  of  consumption  whic  follows  this  conduct 
has  little  premonitory  effect.     Youth  is  prodigal 


State  of  mind  conducive  to.  ill  health. 
The  blessings,  the  loss  of  which  is  most  felt, 
are  least  guarded.  People  who  in  all  other  res- 
pects seem  vcrv  rational,  and  try  other  subjects 
by  the  rules  of  common  sense,  in  matters  relat- 
ive to  health,  surrender  their  understanding   to 


malady  is  .  announced  by  obvious  symptoms, 
xvhich  enforce  necessity  of  employing  earlv 
means  to  put  an  end  to  it.  Invalids,  aware  of 
the  imbecility  of  their  constitution,  are  uneasy 
at  the  slightest  indication  of  disease.  Those 
who  rely  on  their  vigour  remain  frequently  in 
deceitful  security. 

Assiduous  in  trifles,  negligent  in  essentials,  we 
overlook  what  touches  us,  but  embrace  what  is 
remote  ;  seek  to  discover  remedies  of  diseases 
rather  than  causes  by  knowledge  of  which  we 
might  prevent  diseases  or  more  effectually  use 
remedies.  Habits  oftener  determine  life's  length, 
than  strength  of  stamina  with  which  we  are 
born.  Instant  suicide  may  result  from  momenta- 
ry impulse  ;  a  series  of  conduct  implies  opportu- 
nity for  consideration. — Th&  effect  is  the  same, 
accomplished  directly,  or  by  intemperance,  or 
other  habi'S,  innocent  in  common  estimation,  yet 
truly  destructive.  One  suddenly  attempting  su- 
icide, is  thought  to  need  keepers,  but  is  permit- 
ted gradually  to  undermine  his  health,  to  pro- 
duce an  irritation  disqualifying  him  for  useful 
life,  distressing  his  family,  and  slowly  destroying 
him. 

Temperance  includes  regulation  of  feelins*, 
due  use  of  the  faculties;  avoids  excess  of  pas- 
sion, as  excess  in  food  and  drink,  to  preserve 
entire  the  intellectual  faculties.  Violent  pas- 
sions impetuously  hurry  the  circulation.  We 
may  be  temperate  in  joy,  sorrow,  hope,  fear, 
friendship,  hate,  expense,  desire  of  gain.  Pecu- 
lation of  the  mental  functions  seems  as  necessary 
as  that  of  the  stomach  and  lungs.  Feelings  sub- 
ject to  restraint  seldom  rise  above  due  level. 
Disproportionate  emotions  may  be  corrected  as 
irregular  shape  is  by  constant  well  applied  pres- 
sure. The  worst  constitution  may  be  corrected, 
quite  changed  under  good  direction,  not  by  oc- 
casional, interrupted  means,  but  by  a  steadv, 
constant  power  by  which  the  force  of  habit  may 
"  y  slow  degrees  be  eventually  overcome,  and 
nature  allowed  to  recover  herself.  Fickleness, 
irresolution,  are  common  effects  of  disease.  The 
sufferer  indulges  the  idea  that  the  favourite  ex- 
ercise or  employment  to  which  he  feels  himself 
equal,  and  in  which  other*  indulge  with  imouoi- 


the  fashion  of  the  day.  These  whose  mental  tv,  will  not  hurt  him.  Return  to  health  :s  by  a 
faculties  have  not  been  truly  cultivated,  rather  slippery  path.  It  is  hard  to  control  returning 
incur  risk"  than  restraint,  thinking  restraint  a  re-  appetite  and  strength.  Importunity  and  indul- 
medy  when  they  gef  indisposed.  Intensive  life  genre  usually  endanger  renewed  disease.  We 
can  be.  purchased  only  at  the  price  of  extensive,  need  no  painful  rules  of  life,  if  we  use  a  philoso- 
Sooie  cherish  obscure  reliance  they  may  escape:  phy  which  habit  makes  agreeable. 
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A.March, MC  of  Albany  ,scnds  us  the  following 
curious  particulars. 

In  1822  I  dissected  a  man  who  had  two  separate 
small,  unequal  urei^rs,  from  the  right  kidney,  en- 
tering the  bladder,  near  together.  This 
year  I  have  prepared  a  subject  for  arterhl  dem- 
onstration,whose  left  vetehral  artery  arisesfrom 
the  arch  of  the  aorta, net  ween  the  root  of  the  let't 
carotid  and  subclav  an  artery:  the  hepatic  artery 
arises  from  the  aorta, midway  between  the  ceeliac 
and  superior  mesenteric  artery, the  ecei.ac  divides 
into  the  gastric  and  splenic. 


IDIOSYNCRASY 

Is  applied  to  that  constitution  or  temperament 
explosively  peculiar  to  every  person.  When- 
ever a  stimulant  has  no  action,  or  produces  no 
effect,  in  the  manner  designed,  either  on  the 
mind  or  holy  ;  or  if  an  action  differing  from  what 
it  has  produced  in  other  people  who  have  been 
subjected  to  its  influence  ;  it  is  construed  a  pecu- 
liarity of  idiosyncrasy.  A  state  of  being  is  a 
slate  of  idiosyncrasy,  but  variations,  vital  or  or- 
ganic, with  respect  to  the  specific  influence  from 
stimuli,  characterize  a  variety  or  difference  of 
being. 

This  variety  or  peculiarity  of  idiosyncrasy 
causes  many  ways  of  death,  or  all  men  would 
live  to  one  age,  and  die  of  the  like  cause. 

As  life  wholly  depends  on  stimuli,  and  can  be 
maintained  no  lender  than  it  is  excitable  by  its 
action,  a  deficiency  of  excitability  in  any  one 
particular,  denotes  peculiarly  of  temperament, 
and  liability  to  premature  decay. 

Of  transmission  of  disease  and  peculiarity  in 
constitutional  complexion,  from  parent  to  child, 
numerous  instances  daily  arrest  our  attention. — 
Gout  passes  from  one  to  a  third  or  fourth  gene- 
ration. It  is  not  necessary  to  maintain  a  lineai 
descent  in  order  that  one  of  the  present  genera- 
tion bear  the  primordial  stamp  of  infirmities  : 
1st,  the  prime  defectiveness  is  not  eradicated, 
but  propagated  by  a.'l,  assuming  new  and  aston- 
ishing varieties. 

2dly,  Idiosynciasy  has,  in  many  instances, 
been  applied  to  the  mind,  and  probably  with 
much  propriety. 

There  is  a  meridian  in  life,  beyond  which  the 
machine  gradually  decays  ;  a  time  when  men 
know  more,  are  more,  capable  of  judging  cor- 
rectly than  at  any  period  after.  Some  die  of 
old  age,  when  scarcely  five  and  twenty;  dithers 
live  a  century,  yet  the  development  of  intellect 
is  as  complete  in  the  former,  as  in  that  of  the 
latter.  Generally,  at  middle  age  the  mind  is 
greater,  the  powers  of  volition  more  complete 
thai  at  any  other  period  of  life — then  idiosyn 
crasy  of  mind  is  most  discoverable. 

1st.  When  a  person's  ideas  are  neither  sub 
lime  or  convertible  to  humour,  neither  what 
could  be  called  rational  nor  hallucinated,  yet  ir- 
ritate or  please,  from  the  peculiarity  of  associa- 
tion, those  who  are  well  known  of  sound  mind. 
he  may  be  said  to  labour  under  one  variety  of 
ideal  idiosyncrasy. 

2dly.  When  a  person  is  prone  to.  do  actions 
below  the  dignity  of  a  sane  being,  though  in  his 
right  mind,  it  is  another  symptom  of  mental 
idiosyncrasy. 

3dly,  When  one  prides  himse]f  in  doing  that 
which  is  censurable,  of  which  he  is  at  the  same 
time  conscious  he  deviates  from  sound  reason. 


4th!j',  Persons  who  are  extremely  prolix,  ex- 
emplify the  fourth  peculiarity  of  mental  idio- 
syncrasy. 

5thiy,  Those  of  few  words,  absorbed  in  pro- 
found meditation,  never  advancing  an  idea  but 
falls  below  mediocrity,  though  they  have  been 
from  infancy  surrounded  by  sources  of  instruc- 
tion, present  another  class. 

6thly,  Those  of  quick  conception,  carefully 
educated,  who  appear  intent  on  benefiting  man- 
kind, 3'et  apply  their  erudition  to  their  own  det- 
riment, in  every  attempt,  are  subjects  of  intel- 
lectual idiosyncrasy.    - 

If  a  physician,  called  to  administer  to  a  stran 
ger,  determines  what  medecine  to  give  without 
inquiring  whether  such  have  been  taken  before, 
and,  if  so,  what  action  they  produced,  he  fre- 
quently finds  his  medecine  ineffectual,  as  might 
have  been  anticipated  by  previous  inquiry. 

A  gentleman  in  the  country,  of  45  years  of 
a"-e,  with  whom  we  are  well  acquainted,  observ- 
ed he  had,  never  vomited  by  taking  emetics. — 
When  a  child,  being  ill,  a  physician  gave  him 
a  gentle  emetic;  after  waiting  a  suitable  time 
for  its  operation,  without  nausea  following, 
another  dose  was  given  as  ineffectually.  The 
doses  were  multiplied  to  the  exhaustion  of  the 
physician's  magazine.  The  patient  was  evacu- 
ated to  a  perilous  degree. 

When  certain  quantities  of  medecine,  or  ap- 
plications, do  not  have  the  action  that  is  observa 


/inolysis  of  a  discourse  before  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 
by  Dr.  II.  H.  Childs,  lecturer  on  Medicine  at 
the  Med.  Institution,  Bcrkihirc. 

Medicine    has  no  tribunal  whose  decisions  be- 


ooi  n 

arid 


established    law,  but 


theories 


trhbitious  speculations,  backed  by  the  au- 
thority of  a  name,  and  perhaps  supported  by  the 
spint  of  a  party,  have  not  unireqtientfy  impeded 
ihe  progress  of  the  student,  promulgated  the 
mogt  fatal  errors,  and  called  down  upon  the 
whole  profess. on  the  reproach  and  prejudice 
ot  the  community.  New  systems,  hastily  con- 
structed on  the  narrow  basis  of  a  single  or  a  few 
peculiar  cave:-,  or  more  commonly  the  result  of 
visionary  speculation,  have  been  hastily  review- 
ed with  approbation  and  even  applause,  have 
lived  a  brief  ex  sfence  and  are  neglected  as  use- 
r  remembered  as  pernicious;  these  vari- 
ous productions  have  all  eujoyed  a  degree  of  in- 
fluence and  celebrity  ;  they  have  all  been  hon- 
oured with  proselytes  and  disciples,  whom  par- 
tizan  zeal  has  blinded  to  the  consolatory  and 
eternai  truth,  that  in  a  science  so  entirely  prac- 
tical, no  error  can  permanently  maintain  itself 
even  in  theory.  It  is  not  the  least  evil  which 
flows  from  the  hasty  adoption  of  an  erroneous 
system  of  practice  in  medicine,  that  community 
have  withheld  in  some  degree  from  the  profes- 
sion, as  a  class,  that  confidence  and  respect, which 
has  been  forfeited  by  a  few,  and  which  is  at  once 


due  to  every  enlightened  practitioner  and  essen 
ble  in  the  majority  ot  cases,  or  that  which  is  sane-  tjal  to  big       tjent      Nor  ig  {i  risi       t 

tinned  by  authority,  other  measures  ought  to  be  yersi      jQ    pmdice   should  ff0  far  to  exci 

pursued,   without   surcharging    the  system  with 


such   things  as  may  have  a  widely  different  ef- 
fect from  the  one  intended. 


Quid  tarn  indignum  sapienti  quam  quod  non  satis  ex- 
ploiate'  perceptum  sit  et  cognitum,  sine  ulla  dubitatio- 
ne  defendere — C'ic. 

Quand  on  a  vu  beaucoup  de  malades,  on  est  moins 
pre'soiuptueux. — Cabanis. 

There  is  in  experienced  minds  an  impatience 
of  doubt  which  hurries  them  to  form  decisions, 
Eagerness  to  explain  every  thing  is  inconsistent 
with  patient  investigation  from  which  alone  real 
discovery  is  probable.  Young  medical  men  find 
it  so  much  easier  to  speculate  than  observe,  they 
are  too  apt  to  be  pleased  with  some  sweeping 
conjecture,  which  saves  the  trouble  of  observing 
the  processes  of  nature  ;  so  they  have, when  the} 
embark  in  their  professional  practice,  every 
thing  to  learn,  and  to  abandon  the  #lse  impres 
sions  which  hypothesis  creates.  Nothing  b 
known  m  our  profession  by  guess  :  I  do  not  be- 
lieve a  correct  idea  has  ever  emanated  Iron 
conjecture  :  there  is  no  short  road  to  knowledge  : 
observations  on  the  diseased  living,  examination 
of  the  dead,  experiments  upon  living  animal 
are  the  only  sources  of  knowledge  ;  induction, 
from  these  are  the  sole  bases  of  legitimate  the- 
ory.— Sir  A.  Cooper. 

An  accomplished  physician  is  a  most  efficient 
auxiliar  of  morality  and  public  order.  To  besc 
accomplished,  he  should  analyze  the  heart,  as- 
certain the  constituents  of  the  moral  agent,  ex- 
plore the  secret  springs  of  action.  Medical  car. 
not  be  separated  from  moral  science, without  re- 
ciprocal and  essential  mutilation.  If  physicians 
would  be  better  metaphysicians,  it  would  facili- 
tate and  enlighten  their  pursuits. 


that  di- 
ty  in  praciice  should  go  far  to  excite  the 
prejudice  and  impair  the  confidence  of  society. 
The  factt  is  so,  and  let  it  read  an  impressive  les- 
son of  careful  examination  to  us  all;  let  the  ex- 
perience of  careful  observation  be  put  in  com- 
parison with  established  principles,  and  let  every 
principle  be  carried  through  the  severe  test  of 
repeated  and  various  experiment,  and  we  shall 
adopt  a  course  which  will  give  certainty  and 
precision  to  the  most  important  of  sciences. 

The  numerous  medical  publications,  the  pro- 
duct of  c!o*et  speculation,  their  authors  never 
having  watched  by  the  bed-side  of  the  patients 
whose  cases  they  affect  to  describe,  is  a  fruitful 
source  of  error  and  disappointment. 

Individuality  and  precision  in  medical  lerms, 
are  indispensable  in  the  transmission  of  medical 
knowledge,  and  in  the  communication  of  medi- 
cal instrucion. 

The  simplicity  of  doctrine,  of  nosological 
terms  and  of  the  therapeutic  means  contained  in 
•  he  Bruricnian  system,  though  some  valuable 
principles  are  disclosed,  is  not  better  adapted  to 
the  improvement  of  medical  science,  than  the 
complicated  system  of  the  sympathetic  theory  oF 
Or.  Darw  n.  The  acknowledged  influence  of 
languages  over  the  human  mind,  the  difficulty 
>f  obviating  that  influence,  when  erroreous  im- 
press! -ns  are  conveyed,  established  the  impor- 
tance of  great  accuracy  and  precision  in  medical 
terms. 

Among  the  many  injurious  consequences 
which  flow  from  the  improper  use  of  language, 
in  its  application  to  diseases,  is  the  danger  of  re- 
posing confidently  and  quietly  in  the  name,  to 
the  exclusion  of  any  thorough  investigation  of 
the  nature  and  peculiarity  of  the  affection  con- 
cerned. That  this  is  a  practical  evil,  a  few  ex- 
amples will  illustrate.  Anasarca  and  Icterus, 
have  a  conspicuous  place  assigned  them  in  most 
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nosological  arrangements,  and  are  treated  as 
specifiic  diseases,  without  reference  to  the  caus- 
es which  produce  them  ;  indeed  they  are  rnos; 
commonly  effects  of  diseases  or  mere  symptoms 


Muscles  partially  subject  to  the  will,  are  drawn 
.nto  irregular  action,  by  a  new  one  of  locomo- 
uve  ones.  When  a  man  is  learning  to  associate 
the  motion  of  the  fingers  with  that  of  the  bow. 


tic  appearances    arising    from   various    causes  :  the  muscles  of  expression  distort  the  face  :    the 

no  rational    mode  of  treatment    can  be  adopted,  lips  twitch  and  contract  the  corners  of  the  mouth 

none  adapted    to   a    particular   case,  founded  on  very  unmeaningly.     As  soon    as  the    association 

such  vague  and  indefinite  descriptions.  J  he  is  labouriug  to  establish  is  perfected,  the  dis- 

The  cure  of  diseases   must  depend  upon    thejtortions  cease  ; — the  mind    ceases  to'  exert  itself 

removal  of  the  primary  cause  ;    a  discrimination' when  the  concatenation  is  perfect.     Muscles,  un- 

of  each  particular    affection,  with  its    diagnosticjder  the  influence  of  the  will,  long -habituated  to 

characteristics,  carefully  examined  and    distinct-la  particular  system  of  motions,  continue  that  sys- 

lv  stated,  is  the  only  intelligible  method  of  corn-Item  without  mental  exertion.     Expert  musicians, 

municating  valuable    instruction^  and    of  aiding! who  perform   manually,  can    direct    their  atten- 

the  physician  in  his  investigation  of  diseases  and  lion  entirely  from  the  air,  give  a  long  narrative, 

his  solution  of  the  most  appropriate  remedies.       Listen  to  conversation,  or  slumber,  and  the  music 

— «. —  continues  with  equal  sweetness  and  time.     The 

A.  correspondent  of  the  Literary  Gazette,  says   that  musician  blowing  a  wind  instrument,  cannot  sleep 


-when  the  fall  fevers  raged,  sometime  since,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  n.  canal  in  Penn.  then  in  a  state  of 
progress,  numbers  of  the  workmen  engaged  in  it  ate 
plentifully  of  garlick,  and  wholly  escaped,  while  those 
who  abstained  from  the  use  of  the.  article  were  severely 
afflicted  with  the  disorder. 


CYNANCHE  TRACMEALIS. 

In  all  low,  marshy  ground,  or  places  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  large  bodies  of  water,  people  are  more 
exposed  to  croup  than  in  seaports.  I.  Cheyne, 
M-  D-  relates  the  following  case: — "The  patient 
was  a  gunner,  and  had,  previously  to  the  attack 
of  the  croup,  of  which  he  died,  suffered  severely 
from  catarrh. 

"  The  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera,  in  situ, 
appeared  natural  ;  there  was  rather  more  fluid 
in  the  cavity  of  the  chest  than  usual,  and  of  a 
brownish  colour;  the  posterior  and  inferior  por- 
tions of  both  lobes  of  the  lungs,  had  evident 
marks  of  inflammation,  particularly  the  latter; 
the  fluid  in  the  thorax  coagulated  when  heated  ; 
the  tonsels  were  enlarged,  particularly  the  lett; 
and  both  were  covered  with  a  thick  membrane 
of  coagulated  lymph.  About  three  inches  of  the 
trachea,  from  the  iaryns,  was  taken  off,  covered 
with  tiie  same  kind  of  membrane,  and  had  the 
same  appearance  as  in  croup.  A  continuation 
of  the  membrane,  firmer  than  in  the  superior 
part,  with  appearance  of  inflammation  of  the  na- 
tural membrane,  pervaded  the  smallest  ram  id 
cations  of  the  bronchia?.,  which  upon  pressure, 
were  found  plugged  with  blood}',  frothy  matter. 
Polipi  and  coaguiable  lymph  were  in  the  right 
auricle  and  ventricle  of  the  heart." 

ANIMAL  MOTION.— No.  II. 
Continued  from  page  8. 

Motion  of  the  body  from  one  place  to  another, 
and  motion  of  one  limb  en  the  other,  are  effect- 
ed by  muscles  obedient  to  the  will.  Though 
the  motions  they  first  produce,  are  simple,  by 
habit  or  unusual  exercise,  they  acquire  a  mixed 
motion  ; — which,  though  of  difficult  attainment, 
at  length  becomes  easy.  In  learning  to  piay 
the  violin,  the  motion  of  the  bow  is  a  simple  mo- 
tion ;  but,  when  the  fingers  of  the  other  hand  be- 
gin to  move,  the  action  of  one  set  of  muscles 
confuses  the  other.  In  regulating  the- bow,  the 
new  performer  forgets  to  move  the  fingers :  those 
are  no  sooner  properly  governed,  than  the  irre- 
gularity of  the  bow  re-commences.  Let  the  per- 
son p'ir«ue  these  opposite  actions  for  a  while,  and 
they  become  so  associated,  that  he  involuntarily 
moves  the  fingers  at  the  same  moment  he  moves 
the  bow,  which  is  the  result  of  a  new  association. 


like  the  other,  because  the  lungs  are  necessarily 
exerted  beyond  their  natural  tone  of  motion.  Af- 
ter long  practice  he  can  divide  the  attention  be 
tween  the  music  and  the  objects  that  surround 
him,  but  cannot  sleep  and  continue  blowing,  be- 
cause there  would  be  nothing  to  govern  the  in- 
creased exertion  ;  or,  rather  keep  up  the  excite- 
ment. 

The  further  the  muscles  of  locomotion  are 
from  the  brain,  though  their  length  be  equal  to 
those  nearer  to  it,  the  more  difficulty  is  experi- 
enced in  learning  to  give  them  rapid  motion. 
When  the  perpendicular  line  and  centre  of  mo- 
tion is  found,  there  is  another  process  in  teach- 
ing the  muscles  how  to  act.  Children  are  as  apt 
to  set  the  heel  on  the  floor,  in  learning-  to  walk, 
as  the  toe,  and  more  generally  fail  backward 
than  on  the  face.  It  the  toes  strike  first,  and 
the  Jlcxor  longus  pollicis  and  flexor  brevis  pollicis 
■Jo  not  correspond  in    time  and  action,  the    child 


wickedness  the  bosom  is  labouring  to'conceal  ; 
or  expresses  with  the  eye  the  sympathies  of  the 
soul,  when  the  tongue  refuses  to  articulate  the 
emotions.  Probably  the  myriads  that  are  min-  . 
gled  with  the  dust  have  individually  carried  in- 
to oblivion  an  arrangement  ot  features,  and  pe- 
culiarity of  facial  expression  that  will  never  be 
exhibited  in  any  succeeding  generation. 

When  the  eye  is  detached  from  its  socket  the 
brilliancy  and  brilliances  are  lost.  Aged  persons 
with  but  eye  have  a  deficiency  of  expression. — 
The  shape  of  the  eye,  the  various  hues  of  the 
iris,  the  transparency  of  the  cornea,  the  contrast 
of  the  opaque  whiteness  of  the  sclerotica,  with 
other  coverings,  have  a  great  share  in  producing 
natural  expression;  the  action  of  the  muscles  of 
the  eye  assists  in  varying  the  expression.  An 
eye  turned  toward  the  inner  canthus,  and  down- 
ward, while  the  other  eye  is  uniformly  govern- 
ed by  its  oblique  muscles,  gives  a  vulgarity  to 
the  face,  sometimes  laughable. 

A  cross-eyed  person  has  a  less  striking  ex- 
pression than  a  man  with  butone  eye  ;  neither  of 
them  are  handsome — the  beauty  of  the  face  is 
governed  by  the  perfect  concord  and  regularity 
of  the  org'ans  of  vision. 

Natural  expression  is  essentially  varied  by 
accidents,  wounds,  &c.  Thus  a  wound  under 
(he  eye  of  a  long-favoured  person,  draws  down 
the  eyelid,  which  drags  the  ball  with  it,  giving 
a  shrewdness  of  expression  specially  peculiar  to 
volatile  people. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  of  this  city,  has  just  com- 
enced  his  summer-course  of  Botanical  lectures. 
His   mode  demonstrating  the   subject,  by  trans- 


parencies, excites  an  interest,  and    at  the     same 
not  having  acquired  the  line  of  gravitation,  falls  iime  conveys  a  scientific  idea  to  the  youngest  ca- 


on  one  side.  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  quid 
motion  with  the  toes,  or  one  any  way  propor- 
tioned to  that  of  the  fingers,  from  the  shortness 
of  the  phalange",  and  the  manner  in  which  their 
short  muscles  are  inserted.  The  muscles  of  the 
leg  and  fore-arm,  though  subject  to  the  laws  of 
volition,  are  limited,  in  consequence  of  being 
bound  down  by  a  strong  aponeurosis,  the  septa 
between  them,  and  the  strength  of  the  levels  to 
which  they  are  attached.  Flexion  and  exten- 
sion only  are  required.  In  dancing,  running, 
leaping  and  jumping,  a  quicker  flexion  or  more 
ready  extension,  can  be  acquired  by  practice. 
Whenever  this  is  accomplished,  a  sense  of  wea- 
riness in  the  long  muscles,  as  in  dancing,  is  over- 
come when  the  person  has  become  a  proficient. 

expression. 

This  subject  relates  to  the  inhabitants  of  eve- 
ry section  of  the  globe;  the  dwarfish  beings  of 
the  polar  regions,  the  flat-nosed,  olive-coloured 
race,  the  blacks  of  Ajsia,  the  woolly  negroes  ot 
Africa,  and  the  copper-coloured  Americans. 

There  are  as  many  expressions  as  there  are 
feelings  in  the  human  heart.  It  is  computed 
that  there  are  more  than  eight  hundred  millions 
of  people  in  the  world.  .Perhaps  there  are  no 
two  persons  strictly  resembling  each  other. — 
What  animals  effect  by  instinct,  man  effects  by 
reason.  Beasts  dig  their  holes,  birds  build  their 
nests  with  unvarying  uniformity  ;  but  the  work 
of  man  possesses  every  possible  variety.  Ex- 
pression, brooding  on  the  features,  reports  what 
passes  within;  reveals,  by  the  countenance,  the 


pacity.  Medical  students  of  the  town  and  vicinity, 
would  derive  much  valuable  knowledge  by  a  - 
tending  the  course.  » 


So  few  diseases  can  be  pronounced  in  their  own  na- 
ture desperate,  we  should  wish  to  annex  no  other  idea 
to  the  word,  but  that  of  a  disease,  which  we  do  not 
know  how  to  cure.  How  many  patients  called  incu- 
rable, afterwards  recover,  by  the  efforts  of  nature,  or 
by  very  simple  remedies. 


Sickness  in  Lovdon. — "  The  extraordinary  changes 
of  climate  to  which  we  have  been  exposed  during  the 
winter  and  spring-,  have  produced  an  appalling  increase 
of  mortality.  It  is  stated,  and  we  believe  on  good  au- 
thority, that  the  deaths  in  London  within  (ht-  last  four 
months,  exceed  the  average  of  two  thirds  of  the  year. 


The  number  of  students  who  attended  the  course  of 
Lectures  in  (he  Medical  College  in  the  western  district 
of  Mew- York,  the  last  term,  was  51,  of.  whom  tight 
were  admitted  to  degrees.  The  number  of  students  in 
the  Medical  College  Tn  the  city  of  New-York,  the  last 
season,  was  200,  of  whom  47  were  admitted  to  degrees. 
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It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  give  opportu 
nity  of  communicating,  without  delay,  histories  of 
recent  cases,  developing  the  character  of  preva- 
lent diseases,  and    to  furnish  seasonable    inform- 
ation on  subjects  which  regard  public  health. 

Though  epidemic  diseases  may  seem  to  agree 
in  their  external  face,  and  certain  symptoms,  in 
common,  I  am  convinced  from  numerous  care- 
ful observations,  that  these  diseases,  especially 
continued  fevers,  differ  so  extremely,the  method, 
which  cures  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  may  de- 
stroy at  the  end  of  it.  When  I  have  once  fall- 
en on  a  method  of  treating  fever,  suitably  to  its 
nature,  I  was  successful  till  that  "species  of  fe- 
ver became  extinct,  and  a  new  one  arose,  when 
I  was  again  doubtful  how  to  proceed  ;  and,  not- 
withstanding utmost  caution,  could  scarce  ever 
preserve  one  or  two  of  my  first  patients  from 
danger,  till  I  had  thoroughly  investigated  the 
nature  of  the  distemper.  Though  I  have  care- 
fully observed  the  different  constitutions  of  dif- 
ferent years,  to  discover  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
similitude of  epidemic  diseases,  I  have  made  no 
progress. — Sydenham. 

The  severity  of  an  epidemic  often  varies. 

SEPULTURE.— No.  IV. 

:t  Lorsque  les  anciennes  observations  dersandent  a 
etre  rectifiees,  il  devient  necessaire  de  corriger  la  the- 
orie  actuelle,  et  de  subordonner  la-science  aux  princi- 
pes  qui  sout  la  cousequence  de  faits. — Scuderi. 

Dans  des  conjonctures  aussi  majeures,  on  ne  doit  pas 
se  regler  d'apres  des  opinions  ou  des  cas  particulers-; 
mais  d'apres  le  resultat  de  plusieufs  experiences,  dans 
circonstances  differentes  ;  il  vaut  mieux  pecher  par  ex> 
ces  de  prudence  que  par  trop  de  confiance. — Fodere. 

The  cemetery  of  the  Innocents,  consisting  of 
extremely  deep  vaults,  had  often  excited  much 
uneasiness,  but  clerical  opposition,  and  supersti- 
tion prevented  the  removal  of  the  cemetery.  In 
1725,  34,  37,  46,  55,  the  inhabitants  of  its  neigh- 
bourhood protested  against  the  mischief  continu- 
ally arising  around  this  focus  of  putrefaction. 
In  1780,  new  disasters  having  arisen  in  several 
cellars  near  a  large  vault  recently  opened,  the 
inhabitants  signed  a  petition  to  M.  Lenoir,  lieu- 
tenant of  police  :  this  was  supported,  1783,  by  a 
memoir  of  the  Acad  of  Scien.  The  removal  was 
begun  April  8,  1785,  superintended  bv  the  duke 
de  la  Rochefoncault,  M.  M.  de  Lassone,  Poulle- 
tier,  de  la  Salle,  Geoffroy,  Desprieres,  Colom- 
bier,  de  Home,  Viciq  d'Azyr,  Fourcroy,  Thou- 
ret,  and  completed  at  different  periods,  1786, 
7,  8.  In  1787,  two  other  cemeteries  were  emp- 
tied :  from  1792—1813,  15  more. 

A  decree  of  the  national  assembly,  1790,  or- 
dered all  towns  and  villages  to  abandon  their 
former  cemeteries,  form  new  ones  out  of  the 
town's  or  village's  limits,  and  to  bury  no  longer 
in  churches.  Consequently,  three  great  ceme- 
teries were  established  without  Paris,  to  serve 
instead  of  those  in  Paris  ;  viz. 

Cemetery  of  Montmartre,  called  also  Field  of 
Rest. 

Cemetery  of  Father  La  Chaise,  or  of  Mount- 
Louis,  of  60—80  Fr.  acres,  surrounded  with  a 
stone  wall,  principally  used,  since  1804,  by  peo- 
ple of  the  first  rank.  A  square  metre  costs 
350  fr.     See  too  Dwighfs  Travels,  J.  197., 


Cemetery  of  Vaugirard,  used  principally  for 
the  poor,  and  for  hotel  dieu.  Since  1810,  the 
fulness  of  this  cemetery  led  to  the  purchase  of 
a  site  for  another  to  take  its  place.  The  ground 
was  bought  and  inclosed  by  a  ditch  15  feet  wide. 
The  police,  on  examination  of  it,  refused  to  li- 
cense il  as  a  cemetery,  considering  it  too  near 
the  town,  and  fearing  danger  from  putrid  ema- 
nations from  it. 

Cemetery  of  St.  Catherine,  in  the  least  inhab- 
ited part  of  one  of  the  poors'  suburbs ;  it  is  to 
be  removed. 

Oct.  12,  1793,  in  the  church  of  St.  Denis,  was 
opened   the    tomb  of  King  Francis  I. 

who  died,     1547,     act.  52; 
his  mother     .  1531 

wife  1524  25 

dauphin  1536  19 

brother  1545  19 

sister  1524  8 

in  leaden  coffins  and  in  a  state  of  liquid  putrefac- 
tion, from  which  an  insupportable  odour  issued. 

Some  diggers  who  opened  some  vaults  con- 
taining bodies  under  dissolut  on,  at  Malta,  were 
instantly,  as  it  were,  seized  with  typhoid,  putrid 
disease,  to  which  was  attributed  a  putrid  epidem- 
ic fever  which  became  prevalent  there. -JVacquart 

See  too  Rapport  sur  plusieurs  questions  proposes  a 
la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Med.  au  Louvre  ;  exposant  les  dan- 
gers des  inhumations  et  des  exhumations  dans  les 
eglises  ;  a  Make,  imprime  aux  depens  de  la  reli- 
gion, 1781. 

A  church  was  infected  by  exhalations  from  a 
body,  12  years  after  its  burial;  to  it  was  attrib- 
uted a  very  dangerous  disease  in  a  whole  con- 
vent.— Haller. 

The  vapour  of  a  tomb  caused  a  digger  a  ma- 
lignant fever.  —  Penniquer,  sur  les  embauemens: 

A  cemetery  under  one  of  the  churches  in  Bos- 
ton is  kept  with  the  greatest  neatness.  Some- 
times the  congregation  complain  of  odour  from 
it.  Tombs  in  it  are  not  unnecessarily  open  ex- 
cept in  the  beginning  of  the  week.  On  opening 
i  tomb  the  sexton  thrusts  in  a  lamp;  if  it  is  ex- 
tinguished, he  opens  the  windows  of  the  church. 

Are   effluvia  from    putrid   animal    bodies  nox- 
ious to  animal  life  ? 

Prof.  Leclerc,  the  glory  of  the  faculty  of  med- 
icine, Paris,  was  poisoned  by  the  effluvia  from 
the  body  of  a  typhous  man  ;  the  prof,  died  in  24 
days. — Fournier  Paris,  1815. 

My  son,  after  some  fatigue  during  the  night, 
in  the  morning  approached  the  bed  of  a 
man  under  typhus  while  they  were  uncov- 
ering him ;  the  effluvia  from  the  body  affected 
the  young  student  like  a  shot:  he  immediately 
went  to  bed  and  died  in  a  few  hours. 

/.  P.  Frank,  Prof  Vienna. 

Among  the  causes  of  the  plague,  I  consider 
putrefaction  of  multitudes  of  dead  dogs  and  other 
animals  left  in  the  crossways ;  the  position  of 
badly  constructed  cemeteries  in  which  the  Turks 
leave  an  opening  on  the  east,  which  communi- 
cates with  the  corpse,  gives  vent  to  the  gas 
formed,  and  increases  the  impurity  of  the  air. 
Grand  Cairo    is    considered   the  spot  whence 


the  plague  is  transmitted  to  Europe,  Asia,  and 
other  countries.  The  canals  of  this  city  are 
rilled  with  all  kinds  of  filth  and  carrion,  and, 
when  the  Nile  begins  to  be  dried  op,  an  insuf- 
ferably offensive  stench  is  exhaled.  The  plague 
is  only  stopt  when  the  Nite  overflows  its  banks 
again,  and  the  cold  winds,  which  set  in  about  the 
same  time,  purify  the  air. — Mead. 

The  plague  prevailed  at  Marseilles ;  though 
a  decree  of  the  parliament  prohibited  all  com- 
merce with  this  city,  a  wet  nurse  of  St.  Tulle 
went  there  to  procure  an  infant.  She  and  the 
infant  died  three  days  after  her  return.  The 
judicious  neighbours  advised  her  house,  which 
was  at  some  distance  from  the  village,  should  be 
barricaded  ;  but,  contrary  to  their  advice,  she 
was  buried  in  the  usual  way,  and  carried  into 
the  church.  Next  day,  five  persons  who  accom- 
panied the  funeriil,  fell  sick  of  the  plague  and 
died.    From  that  time  the  disease  advanced  dairy. 

While  I  vas  physician  at  Martigues,  8  French 
leagues  N.  W.  from  Marseilles,  a  boy  12  years 
old  brought  the  small  pox  there.  The  body 
was  put  into  a  coffin,  the  lid  open.  A  dozen 
little  boys,  whom  I  vaccinated  4  days  before, who 
had  not  touched  the  patient,  caught  the  small- 
pox— Fodere,  (1820.) 

A  child,  dead  of  small-pox,  was  laid  in  a  very 
large  room  ;  all  the  persons,  who  had  not  had 
the  disease,  who  entered  the  room,  delayed  not 
to  show  signs  of  the  contagion. —  Van  Swieien. 

By  a  late  ordinance  of  the  Corporation  of 
New-York,  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  side 
of  the  city  were  directed  to  have  the  pits  or 
sinks  of  their  privies,  many  of  which  were  over- 
flowing, emptied  and  cleansed  by  April  1,  1800. 
This  work  was  chiefly  undertaken  by  negroes, 
by  lure  of  high  wages.  Of  these  the  greater 
part  have  been  sick,  some  died.  The  symptoms 
they  experienced  from  the  effluvia  of  the  human 
ordure  to  which  they  were  exposed,  were  ca- 
tarrhs, remarkable  redness  and  inflammation  of  the 
eyes  ;  frequent  nausea,  vomiting,  loss  of  appetite  ; 
pains  in  the  belly,  griping,  tenesmus,  bloody  stools^ 
or  dysentery ;  febrile  commotion,  sometimes  ter- 
minating in  death.  Human  feces  and  their  ex- 
halations are  not  so  noxious  as  the  crude  and 
undigested  ingredients  of  food,  in  a  putrescent 
tetate,  because  the  alimentary  mass  is  mingled 
with  a  portion  of  common  salt,  and  of  bitter  of 
soda  (bile,)  which  must  powerfully  neutralize 
the  septic  acid,  or  exciting  cause  of  the  incon- 
veniences complained  of. 

The  odour  of  fresh  meat,  which  is  far  from 
being  septical,  should  not  be  confounded  with 
putrid  exhalations ;  these  are  sometimes  follow- 
ed by  carbuncles  and  malignant,  gangrenous 
pustules,  to  which  butchers  are  specially  sub- 
ject.— Fodere. 

Two  butchers  died  of  carbuncle  after  flaying 
two  oxen  which  had  been  hard  drove. — Rapport 
de  Morand,  in  '  Mem.  de  Vacad.  des  scien. 

A  cook  had  a  malignant  pustule  after  flaying 
a  hare. — Prof.  Chaussier. 

In  Cork  a  great  number  of  cattle  are  killed 
yearly  between  August  and  January  :  whenever 
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rain  falls  in  considerable  quantity,  putrid  mat- 
ter is  carried  along  the  kennels  into  the  river  ; 
thus  the  air  becomes  filled  with  putrid  miasmata. 
Dr.  Rogers,  an  ingenious  physician  at  Cork,  ob- 
serves, that  in  1718,  1719,  1720,  and  1721, the 
greater  number  of  those  who  lived  near  the 
slaughter-houses  died.  The  violence  of  the 
diseases  which  prevail  there,  and  which  are 
chiefly  of  the  putrid  kind,  is  constantly  found  to 
increase  during  the  slaughtering  season. 

The    InspectorGeneral  of  beef  and   pork  in 
the    city  of  New-York,  examined,  during    the 
summer  and  autumn  1799,  several  thousand  bar- 
rels of  corrupting  meat.     He  employed,  during 
the  season,  forty  persons,  including   himself  and 
his  deputies,  in  inspecting,  repacking,  and  new- 
salting  these  articles  of  human  food.     They  all 
observed,  that  when  beef  was  about  to  spoil  it 
became  sour,  and  that  a  manifest  acidity,  of  dis- 
agreeable flavour,  very  plainly  to  be  tasted,  was 
imparted  to  the  pickle.     On  unheading  the  bar- 
rels, the  exhalations  trom  the  meat  in  this  state 
of  putrefaction  were  sour  to  be  smelled.  It  was  not 
until  the  sourness  had  continued  some  time  (per- 
haps several  days  according  to  the  quantity  of 
the  salt  present,)  that  the  foetid  and  truly  stink- 
ing odour  was  extracted  from   the    corrupting 
flesh.     This  sensible  acidity  was  formed   princi- 
pally on  the  lean,  and  not  on   the  fat ;  from  the 
beef  much  more   copiously  than  from   the  pork. 
Afterwards    the   sour    fumes    and     stinking  va- 
pours   were  formed    and  extricated     together; 
their  sensible  acidity  was  commonly  lost,  in  the 
more  copious  and  obvious  fostor.  These  remarks 
on  the  acid  quality  of  the  putrefying  flesh,  and  of 
the  gas  flowing  from    it,  correspond   with  the 
observation    of  a   number    of  citizens,   that    in 
1798    the    poisonous    exhalation    from    the    ob- 
structed sewer  opening  into  Burling-slip,  which 
killed  many  of  the  neighbours  who  lived  to  lee- 
ward, was  so  sour  as  to  be  smelled  through  the 
air ;  for  into  this  sewer  had  the  putrid  pickle  of 
much  corrupting  beef  been  discharged  for  seve- 
ral  preceding  days. 

Where  the  skin  of  the  hands  of  these  repack- 
ers  had  been  scratched  or  lacerated  by  the  ends 
of  bones,  the  acid  liquor  caused  more  than  usual 
soreness,  with  inflammation  and  difficulty  of  heal- 
ing. Some  of  the  putrid  pickle,  which  accident- 
ally was  spilled  on  the  broken  shin  of  one  of 
the  men,  excited  so  high  inflammation,  as  to 
confine  him. 

Of  forty  men  so  aeted  on  by  the  septic 
acid  vapours  and  pickle,  thirty-eight  (the  In- 
spector-General himself  being  one)  had  dysen- 
teries. Besides  pains  in  the  belly,  tenesmus,  and 
bloody  stools,  a  considerable  part  of  them  had  ' 
redness   of  the  eyes,  and  other  catarrhal  symp 


found  in  the  cellars  several  parcels  of  meat,  more 
than  half  a  barrel  ;  pickled  cucumbers  &c.  in  a 
highly  putrid  state.  The  odour  was  less  in  the 
cellar,  than  in  the  upper  stories  of  the  house. 
Within  twenty  four  hours  after  removal  of  those 
things,  there  was  no  putrid  effluvia  in  any  part 
of  the  house. 

The  father  and  mother,  grand-father  and 
o-rand-mother  died  of  the  disease  :  the  neigh- 
bours were  not  sick,  nor  the  attendants  from 
abroad.  All  who  inhabited  the  house  constant- 
ly were  sick,  no  others. 

The  skilful  and  judicious  Dr.  Haskell  of  Lu- 
nenburgh  and  myself  attributed  the  sickr.ess  to 
the  putrid  substances. 


In 


MUMMIES. 
Three  heads,  exquisitely  prepared,  have  been 
brought  here  from  New  Zealand. — The  soft 
parts  within  the  jaws,  and  the  eyes,  are  re- 
moved ;  the  brain  is  removed  through  the  occi- 
pital hole:  the  head,  enveloped  in  some  leaves, 
is  put  into  a  heated  subterraneous  oven  of  stone. 
A  Zealand  chief  visited  the  ship  which  brought 
the  heads;  15  days  after  the  visit,  his  head, 
thus  prepared,  was  brought  to  the  ship  for  sale. 
A  surgeon  in  our  late  army  is  said  to  have 
heads  well  prepared  by  the  Indians  of  this 
country. 

There  is  in  Brunswick  Coll.  (Me.)  a  head  of 
a  Bramin. 

Oat.  12,  1793,  the  tomb  of  Marshal  Turenne, 
in  the  church  of  St.  Denis  near  Paris  was  open- 
ed. He  was  in  the  state  of  a  perfectly  dry 
mummy.  His  features  were  nowise  altered,  his 
body  nowise  blemished,  and  perfectly  conforma- 
ble to  the  portraits  and  medallions  preserved  of 
him.  It  was  exposed  to  public  view  in  the 
church  in  an  oaken  box,  8  months. — The  body 
of  Henry  IV.  who  died  1610,  a>t.  58,  was  like  a 
dried  mummy,  the  features  unchanged,  the 
cavity  of  the  brain  was  full  of  tow  smeared  with 
aromaticks  so  strong  as  to  be  almost  insupporta- 
ble. The  winding  sheet  was  well  preserved. 
The  body  was  exposed  erect  to  public  view  2 

days. Oct.  24,  the  body  of  Charles  le  Bel  was 

found  dried. 

There  is  a  decomposition  of  animal  bodies, 
specially  in  large  common  vaults,  which  consists 
in  disengagement  of  gases  and  their  reaction  on 
the  soft  parts.  On  opening  these  vaults,  these 
bodies  seem  unaltered,  yet  the  soft  parts  have 
become  pulpy,  often  solid,  white,  unctuous, 
soapy,  becoming  hard  in  dry  air,  soft  in  moist 
air,  and  resembling  cheese  under  decay,  or 
spermaceti,  and  called  adipocire.  The  change 
extends  through  the  whole  flesh,  which  in  this 
state  can  be  preserved. 


our  winter,  women  are  often  clad  as  in 
warm  climes.  As  their  gowns  have  no  bodies 
or  sleeves,  their  shoes  have  but  the  semblance 
of  a  sole,  so  narrow  that  one  half  an  inch  of  the 
vamp  comes  to  the  ground.  Ladies  attend  even- 
ing parties  in  muslin  and  other  correspondent 
dress  ;  the  neck,  breast  and  arms  are  bare,  or  in 
gauze  ;  next  morning  they  have  violent  cough 
and  hoarseness.  By  such  regard  to  personal  de- 
coration, simplicity  of  manner,  sincerity  and  health 
are  often  sacrificed. 

SLEEP. 
The  first  sensation  of  drowsiness  is  nature's 
call  for  sleep.  Waking  shows  the  bodj  is  rested. 
A.'ter  the  degree  of  strength,  of  which  the  state 
of  the  system  is  capable  is  restored  by  sleep, 
longer  stay  in  bed  only  relaxes.  He  perverts 
reason,  who,  by  habit  or  artificial  excitement, 
keeps  awake  so  late  he  is  not  ready  to  rise  at 
daybreak,  nature's  undoubted  signal  for  quitting 
repose,  obedience  to  which  secures  desire  of  rest 
at  the  fit  hour.  Some  people  close  their  shut- 
ters against  it.  George  III.  consulted  his  house- 
modes  of 
as  to  im- 


ioms,  nausea,  and  fever. 

October,  1816.  Having  received  news  of  the 
death  of  my  mother  and  of  the  sickness  of  all 
the  family,  at  Shirley,  I  visited  them.  I  found 
my  father  and  brother,  his  wife  and  five 
children  sick.  All  but  my  father  abed,  extremely 
sick  of  a  disease  similar  to  that  denominated 
Tail  or  Hospital  Fever. 

Though  there  was  nothing  apparently  putrid 
in  the  disease,  or  any  uncleanness  in  the  cham- 
bers, yet  there  was  at  intervals  a  smell  like  that 
of  putrid  animal  substance.  On  inquiry  I  was 
told  Jhere  was  nothing  in  the  house  unclean.  I 
jnade  search  with  the  attending  physician  j   we 


DRESS.— No.  III. 
Some  people  lace  themselves  so  they  often 
cannot  move  or  breathe  easily.  Stays  distort  the 
chest,  prevent  the  natural  expansion  and  action 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels;  torpid,  costive, state 
of  them  follows,  and  distortion,  according  to  the 
force  used  to  prevent  it.  Though  the  imprison- 
ed sufferer  may,  by  habit,  under  little  exertion 
bear  them,  she  paves  the  way  for  obstinate  cough 
and  consumption,  and  for  the  troubles  of  pregnan- 
cy. Stays  may  become  necessary  to  keep  the 
sinking  frame  to  its  discipline,  as  are  stimulants 
to  restore  soldiers  under  the  lash.  Vital  organs 
suffer  no  limitation  of  due  expansion  without 
great  risk. 


hold  physicians,  separately,  as  to  the 
life  conducive  to  health  and  longevity; 
portance  of  early  rising,  there  was  full  coinci- 
dence. Oid  people,  examined  as  to  the  cause  of 
their  longevity,  all  agree  that  they  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  going  to  bed  early  and  rising  ear- 
ly. In  debilitated  people,  a  degree  of  fever,  or 
something  resembling  it,  comes  on  towards  even- 
ing ;  going  very  early  to  bed  is  of  great  conse- 
quence to  them. 

Rising  an  hour  or  two  earlier  that  usual,  often 
gives  a  vigour  which  nothing  else  can  produce.  Ma- 
ny people  at  waking  feel  disposition  to  rise  ;  they 
lose  it  indulging  a  lethargic  state,  or  lolling  awake 
We  lose  vigour  by  lying  abed  in  health,  longer 
than  for  sleep  ;  the  mind  is  less  tranquil,  the  bo- 
dy less  disposed  for  refreshing  sleep,  appetite 
and  digestion  are  lessened. 

After  long  or  late  mental  exertion  sleep  is  a  half- 
watch  ;  the  thoughts  continue  themselves,  effect- 
ing useless  fatigue.  Some  people  cannot  get  asleep; 
others  wake  too  early.  Without  spirit  to  rise,  they 
hope  to  find  refreshment  in  an  additional  nap; 
another  and  another  leaves  them  more  languid  ; 
they  fancy  themselves  unfit  -for  exertion  till  they 
have  taken  a  breakfast  which  they  make  no  ef- 
fort to  merit. 

Of  disordered  functions,  sleep  reestablishes  it- 
self most  difficultly.  Restlessness  may  be  reliev- 
ed by  quitting  bed  and  exposing  the  body  to  the 
air,  till  uncomfortable  heat  has  gone  off,  or  by 
wiping  the  heated  parts  with  a  wet  cloth. 

Nothing  breaks  up  the  strength  sooner  than 
want  of  sleep  at  the  hours  nature  obviously  de- 
signed for  repose,  marked,  as  well  by  regular 
return  of  day  and  night,  as  by  our  own  feelings, 
if  not  perverted  by  artificial  habits.  Labour, 
which  is  light  in  the  day,  is  burthensome  in  the 
night.  The  accumulated  stimuli  of  the  day  are 
sufficient  for  the  temporary  exhaustion  of  the 
system,  the  rest  of  night  is  requisite  to  recruit 
us  for  each  successive  day :  when  we  at- 
tempt to  create  a  new  sort  of  existence,  by  sur- 
rounding ourselves  with  artificial  stimuli  at  night, 
loss  of  health  follows  violated  nature.  This 
strange  violation  makes  delicate,  fashionable  fe- 
males so  liable  to  consumption  ;  the  loss  ef 
strength  which  they  sustain  renders  them  sus- 
ceptible of  cold,  to  which  they  are  perpetually 
exposed  at  the  season  in  which  visiting  is  most 
common.     Few  things  contribute   s©   much   to 
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preserve  health  and  prolong1  life,  as    going  to 
bed  and  rising  early. 

DIGESTION- 

While  the  bowels  are  unobstructed,  disorder 
is  rare ;  if  it  occurs,  the  system's  tendency  to  re- 
store itself  is  generally  efficient. — Is  there  any 
circumstance  preceding  immediately  attacks  of 
ailments,  so  generally  that  its  presence  may  be 
viewed  a  probable  precursor  of  them  ?  Physi- 
cians and  every  body  who  has  been  unwell  an- 
swer "  costiveness."  The  occasions,  in  which 
physicians  are  called  to  try  to  relieve  its  immedi- 
ate consequences,  present  far  the  largest  part  of 
their  labour. 

Whenever,  in  perfect  health,  tendency  to  un- 
load the  bowels  is  felt,  nature  plainly  calls  for  a 
discharge.  The  tendency  is  periodic,  daily,  sub- 
ject to  habit.  Unobeyed,  it  ceases,  is  not  readily 
solicited,  again  and  again  deferred,  costiveness 
follows.  Bad  habit  may  so  pervert  the  constitu- 
tion, the  tendency  may  cease  to  depend  on  the 
quantity  to  be  evacuated.  Costiveness  weakens 
the  digestive  organs  by  distension  and  weight, 
obstructs  circulation  by  pressure,  is  followed  by 
bad  breath  and  appetite,  paleness,  flaccidity,  ner- 
vous disease,  emaciation,  languor,  debility,  piles. 
From  sedentariness,  false  shame,  and  want  of  rea- 
dy opportunity,  it  prevails  most  among  females. 

If  the  health  is  good,  if  there  is  no  disor- 
dered sensation,  if  the  life  is  temperate,  it  is 
not  of  much  consequence  whether  there  is  a  stool 
ouce  or  twice  daily,  or  once  in  two  days.  When 
36  hours  have  passed  without  a  full  discharge, 
it  is  best  to  abstain  from  food  except  a  draught 
of  unstimulating  drink  or  a  crnst,  if  craved.  Such 
abstinence  is  a  salutary  interruption  of  a  habit  of 
taking  food  to  excess. 

Of  laxatives,  whether  of  diet  or  medicine, 
whoever  has  been  well  served  by  any,  may  use 
that  when  he  needs  one,  the  dose  being  regu 
lated  by  circumstances.  Just  use  of  laxatives, 
with  the  abstinence  proposed,  almost  always  in- 
duces habitually  active  digestion  ;  when  this  is 
interrupted,  return  to  laxatives  and  abstinence 
is  the  best  way  of  curing  or  bearing  the  evil. 
A  fit  of  sickness  or  general  unhealthy  habit,  like- 
ly to  follow  the  omission  of  such  measures,  would 
probably  need,  as  one  of  its  minor  evils,  more 
medicine  than  would  be  required  under  such  pre- 
ventive measures  long  pursued.  Mineral  waters 
seem  useful,  nearly  accoiding  to  their  laxative 
quality. 

Disease,  attributed  to  irregularity,  peculiar 
constitution,  approach  of  old  age,  often  seems 
arising  from,  or  connected  with  costiveness.  Dis- 
order of  the  digestive  organs  is  often  followed 
Try  cough  and  other  diseases  of  the  lungs.  In 
far  the  most  cases  of  diseases  in  these  organs  and 
the  lungs,  the  digestive  organs  seem  first  diseas- 
ed. What  relieves  these  organs  relieves  the 
lungs.  Mental  serenity  and  vigour  is  much  de- 
termined by  the  state  of  these  organs.  Anxiety, 
expectation,  surprise,  fear,  disappointment,  an- 
ger, are  often  immediately  followed  by  cessation 
of  appetite,  indigestion,  and  even  vomiting. — 
Sleep  is  sound  and  refreshing  according  as  the 
digestive  organs  are  easy  and  quick. 

DESTRUCTIVE  PRACTICES. 
One  of  the,  worst  qualities  which  can  be  car- 
ried out  of  childhood  into  or  through  puberty,  is 
languor.  It  often  consists  in  want  of  resolution, 
but  is  often  an  early  symptom  of  some  of  the 
worst  diseases,  and  the  frequent  result  of  a  prac- 


capable  of  exciting^it. 
is  indolent,  he  cannot 
and    effort    are    vain 


tice,  of  the  extent  of  which  the  perpetrator  is 
seldom  aware.  Nothing  sooner  blasts  beauty, 
robs  youth,  even  childhood  of  freshness,  all  en- 
joyments of  relish,  presents  a  faded  rose,  a 
tree  blasted  in  bloom,  a  wandering  skeleton,  the 
spirit  deadened,  debility,  languor,  livid  paleness, 
wakefulness,  want  of  appetite,  thirst,  burning 
heat,  epilepsy.  Those,  who  use  it,  never  ac- 
quire the  strength  they  probably* would  have 
but  for  it.  This  check  seems  attended  with  im- 
mediate ills.     Happ3r  is   he    who    flies    objects 

If  he  seeks  to  defend  it, 
see  it  fairfy.  Resolution" 
when  weakness  is  their 
source.  In  the  point  in  which  bodily  and  mental 
vigour  seems  most  involved,  youth,  trusted  to 
chance,  or  furnished  with  casual  imperfect  in- 
formation, is  left  to  go  through  one  of  life's 
most  dangerous  shoals.  No  wonder  if  parents' 
hopes  and  the  child's  enjoyment  are  wrecked  or 
that,  even  under  circumstances  comparatively 
favourable,  the  frail  bark  is  irreparably  shocked. 
Should  formation  of  such  ideas  be  left  to  fortui- 
tous information  derived  probably  from  most 
polluted  sources  when,  the  passions  first  waken- 
ing, most  dangerous  associations  may  be  made  ; 
or  should  we  take  from  the  subject,  the  zest  of 
mystery  or  curiosity  and  produce  opposite  asso- 
ciations !  It  is  an  imperious  duty  to  communicate 
timely  adequate  knowledge  of  the  conditions  on 
which  alone  health  can  be  held.  Vague  sur- 
mise, general,  indistinct,  late  apprehension  of 
these  conditions  are  sometimes  forced  on  the 
mind  by  circumstances  ;  permanent  impression 
cannot  be  expected.  The  most  violent  principle 
of  action  should  not  be  left  to  hazard.  The  un- 
derstanding should  be  enlightened,  to  restrain 
and  guide  appetite.  Ignorance  should  not  be 
expected  to  include  discretion,  or  be  a  safe- 
to  innocence.  Let  not  false  delicacy  put 
sufferer  and  adviser,  nor 
relieve  disease 


the 


guard 

a  veil   between 

withhold  a  warning  which  may 

or  avert  untimely  dissolution. 

When  a  man  does  not  think,  he  smokes.  The 
smoker  bends  an  arm  over  his  chair,  puts  his 
feel  on  the  table  or  over  the  fire-place  ;  thus  he 
looks  like  a  fool  while  he  conceits  that  he  looks 
like  a  philosopher. 

Nothing  makes  one  more  miserably  dependant 
than  the  use  of  opium,  as  a  temporary  stimulant 
against  feelings  of  exhaustion  attending  artificial 
modes  of  life.  When  its  excitement  ceases,  al- 
most insufferable,  long  anxiety  and  irritation 
succeeds. 


That  a  mother  should  assert  her  nature  is 
so  imperfect  as  to  unfit  her  to  nurse,  that  she 
should  make  it  a  subject  of  self-gratulation,  is  a 
naystery  fashion  only  can  resolve.  Inability  to 
nurse,  as  a  physical  defect,  is  as  humiliating  as 
such  defects  are  reputed.  Capability  of  filling 
the  relation  of  nurse,  belongs  to  the  perfection 
of  a  mother.  Falling  short  of  it,  argues  an 
imperfection  which  fashion  may  gloss  over 
or  may  render  prizeable,  yet  it  is  a  defect. 
Very  few  mothers  are  incapable  of  nursing;  in 
almost  every  instance  where  it  is  otherwise,  it 
depends  on  accidental,  contingent  causes  from 
mismanagement.  Nursing  is  not  a  mere  drain, 
but  a  healthful  function,  sustained  by  the  greater 
appetite  and  digestion  attending  the  nurse  :  that 
it  often  weakens  the  mother  or  hurts  the  child, 
is  a  vital  error,  deserving  unqualified  reproba 
tion. 


If  meddling  man  would  have  humility  enough 
to  feel  and  believe  nature  knows  what  is  right, 
better  than  himself,  it  would  be  evident  to  him  the 
only  fit  food  for  an  infant,  is  its  mother's  milk. 


Analysis  of  a  discourse  before  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 
by  Dr.  H.  H.  Childs,  lecturer    on  Medicine   at 
the  Med.  Institution,  Berkshire. 

Continued  from  page  15.  ' 

Are  not  the  value  and  importance  of  most  med- 
ical writings  greatly  diminished,  and  the  useful 
application  of  the  knowledge  they  are  designed 
to  convejr,  rendered  difficult,  if  not  impractica- 
ble, from  the  deficiency  of  accuracy  and  discrim- 
ination in  the  records  of  diseases  and  their  treat- 
ment ? — You  give  an  affirmative  answer  to  thi* 
question,  by  your  patient  and  laborious  investi- 
gation of  the  cause  and  modus  operandi,  of  every 
interesting  case  in  which  your  advice  and  assist- 
ance are  required.  On  different  occasions,  all 
your  physiological  and  pathological  acquire- 
ments,and  especially  jrour  experience,  are  brought 
into  requisition.  You  search  out  the  latent  caus- 
es ;  you  take  into  view  all  the  circumstances  of 
age,  constitution  and  habits  of  life  ,  you  study  all 
the  symptomatic  appearances  with  a  discrimi- 
nating judgment ;  you  hold  yourselves  aloof  from 
visionary  theory  and  prejudice,  and  with  can- 
dour change  your  opinions  and  practice,  when 
preponderating  evidence  gives  you  the  requi- 
site authority. 

You  are  not  less  cautious  and  observing  in  the 
administration  of  medicine  ;  you  have  occasion, 
frequently,  to  regret  that  the  exaggerated  ac- 
counts of  certain  articles  of  the  materia  madica* 
are  unaccompanied  with  that  just  and  accurate 
relation  of  circumstances,  which  would  enable 
you  a  priori,  to  determine  their  real  and  appro- 
priate value.  The  many  imperfections  and 
omissions  accompanying  the  extravagant  com- 
mendations of  favorite  medicines,  leave  you  but 
little  practical  information.  You  rely  with  con- 
fidence, only,  on  what  yon  have  learned  from  ex- 
perience and  observation. 

Destitute  of  that  only  sure  guide,  experience, 
the  reputation  and  usefulness  of  the  young  prac- 
titioner can  be  established,  only,  by  the  most  pa- 
tient and  persevering  industry,  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  diseases,  accompanied  by  the  most  pain- 
ful anxiety.  To  assist  and  encourage  the  young, 
to  commnnicate  interesting  discoveries  and  im- 
provements, is  it  not  a  great  desideratum,  that  a 
successful  method  of  transmitting  the  valuable 
acquisitions  of  the  wise^and  experienced  in  the 
profession,  should  be  adopted  1 

The  plan  of  Dr.  Good,  to  establish  a  nosolog- 
ical system  on  a  physiological  basis,  seems  the 
most  unexceptionable.  To  incorporate  the  stu- 
dy of  diseases,  with  that  of  the  animal  structure, 
and  the  animal  economy,  I  believe  has  not  even 
been  attempted  by  any  former  systematic  wri- 
ter. The  study  of  anatomy,  by  which  we  are 
made  acquainted  with  the  structure  of  the  hu- 
man form,  of  phisiology,  which  informs  us  of  the 
functions,  and  of  pathology  of  the  diseases  of 
which  it  is  subject,  by  being  concentrated,  in- 
stead of  being  separately  and  distinctly  taught, 
would  be  an  important  step  towards  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  science.  By  thus  uniting  the 
various   branches,  the   interest   of  the   student 
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would  be  excited,  by  the  obvious  practical  use 
of  his  knowledge. 

The  practice  of  substituting  effects  for  causes, 
symptoms  for  the  diseases  which  they  represent, 
tends  to  perpetuate  ignorance,  and  sow  discord 
and  confusion. 

The  appellation  of  fever  has  been  given  to 
every  form  and  degree  of  disease,  from  that  of 
an  ephemeral  indisposition,  to  disease  of  so  ma- 
lignant and  fatal  character,  that  to  breathe  its  at- 
mosphere, would  be  to  inhale  a  deadly  poison.— 
It  has  been  employed  to  define  disease  in  the  ab- 
stract, itself  undefined.  Originally  a  term  con- 
fined to  the  expression  of  a  single  symptom,  it 
has  been  considered  an  assemblage  of  symptoms. 
In  a  popular  nosological  system,  it  holds  a  clas- 
sific  rank  in  the  general  arrangement  of  diseas- 
es, and  mingles  its  influence  with  every  disorder 
which  disturbs  the  function  of  animal  or  organic 

life. 

It  has  with  apparent  consistency  been  divided 
into  idiopathic  and  symptomatic,  with  numerous 
subdivisions. 

To  determine  on  the  measures  a  nation  or 
state  should  adopt  for  advancement  of  medical 
science,  a  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances 
and  peculiarities  of  that  nation,  or  state,  is  neces- 
sary. Adaptation  of  literary  and  scientific  in- 
structions, to  the  existing  state  of  society,  is  not 
less  to  be  regarded,  than  that  of  civil  and  politi- 
cal Institutions. 


ure  a  diminutive  size ;  their  countenance,  as 
ferocious  as  their  manners  are  savage.  Their 
height  is  about  four  feet ;  their  voice  faint  and 
squeaking;  their  heads  large  ;  cheek-bones 
high ;  eyelids  drawn  aside ,  mouth  large  ;  lips 
thick  and  turned  outward.  They  account  them- 
selves the  handsomest  people  in  the  world  ;  and 
when  a  Greenlander  compliments  a  stranger, 
they  say  he  is  almost  as  well  bred  as  themselves. 
Two  natives  of  Nova  Zembla  were  brought 


EXPRESSION.— No.  II. 
The  chin,  of  itself,  is  but  a  point  of  insertion 
for  the  muscles  of  the  mouth,  which  are  auxili- 
aries of  expression.  The  sharpness,  roundness, 
length  of  chin,  and  the  beard,  greatly  influence 
the  beauty,  coarseness,  neatness,  or  nobleness  of 
the  male  features. 

Feminine  or  dignified  features  are  remarkably 
apparent  on  the  first  view  of  the  chin.  Men  of 
the  temperate  zones,  and  many  of  other  climate?, 
are/after  a  certain  period  of  life,  distinguished 
by  a  beard  of  different  degrees  of  thickness — 
from  a  few  scattered  hairs,  as  on  the  American 
savage,  to  the  matted  harshness  of  the  stinted 
Polander,  or  the  flowing  luxuriance  of  an  Ara- 
bian Jew.  Some  women  have  considerable 
beard,  which  invariably  destroys  all  their  pecu- 
liar beauty  of  expression.  In  youth,  a  woman's 
beard  is  believed  to  be  one  criterion  of  sterility. 
The  fine  down  on  the  femate  chin,  not  uncom- 
monly grows  rapidly,  and  every  way  resembles 
a  genuine  beard. 

Almost  all  males,  of  every  species  of  animals, 
have   some  distinguishing  appendages  about  the 
face. — The  goat  has  a  long  brush  of  hair  under 
the  jaw  ;  the  lion,  a  grizzly  mane  ;  the  cock,  a 
comb,  long  sharp  spurs,  &c. :  the  peacock,  and 
several  families  of  birds,  more  brilliant  plumage 
than  their  females.     It  is  principally  from  this 
latter  fact  that,  the  sex  of  many  birds  are  deter- 
mined.    The  horse  is  distinguished  by  greater* 
muscular  power  and  stature :  the  bull  is  distin- 
guished  by  the    shortness  and   position  of  the 
horns,  curled  head,  &c. ;  the  ourang-ouhmg,  by 
bushy  hairs  under  the  chin.     These  are  a  few 
general  criterions  of  sex,  even  if  prevented  an 
examination  of  the  organs  of  procreation. 

The  colour  of  the  skin  has  vast  influence  over 
expression.  The  inhabitants  of  the  north  frigid 
zoQe,  are  very  brown,  almost  black ;  their  stat 


to  Copenhagen  a  few  years  ago,  who  nearly 
died  of  want,  without  being  able  to  make  any 
one  understand  what  they  wanted,  till  they  acci- 
dentally found  some  train  oil,  which  they  drank 
with  the  most  gluttonish  relish.  They  danced 
in  extacy,  at  the  prospect  of  being  sent  back  to 
their  eternal  snows. 

Different  kinds  of  food  affect  the  hue  of  the 
skin,  as  well  as  the  general  expression.     The 
Tartars    and   Japanese    have    broad  foreheads, 
narrow  chins,  small  sunken  eyes,  high  cheek- 
bones, short  flat  noses,  separate  teeth,  and  olive 
complexions.     The  black  and  swarthy  inhabit- 
ants of  India,  and  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Ocean, 
have  features  much  like  the  Europeans — long, 
lank,  black  hair — are  very  effeminate.     Many 
millions  of  the  Gentoos  never  eat  flesh,  or  know 
the  taste  of  any  thing  which  has  had  animal  life. 
They  have  an  expression  that  shows  a  lassitude, 
want  of  energy,  &c.  which  is  seen  in  the  tempe 
rate  zones,  where  the  complexion  is  neither  per- 
fectly black,  nor  of  a  pale  whiteness.     A  face 
quite  black,  when  unagitated,  has  no  deep  shades 
that  interest  the  painter.     The  portrait  of  a  ne- 
gro, beais  nearly  as  much  resemblance   to  any 
negro  as   to   the  individual  for  whom    it    was 
taken.     A  smile  is  not  so  easily  discovered  on 
the  negro,  as  on  a  white.     When  he  discovers 
pleasure,  the*  teeth,  white  of  the  eyes,  &c.  are 
exposed,  because  there  is  a  deficiency  of  shade. 


ANIMAL  MOTION.— No.  Ill 
Continued  from  po.ge   13. 

Dancing  masters  pursue  their*  profession  for 
months,  without  weariness,  while  the  pupil,  at 
the  close  of  every  set,  is  worried  and  fatigued. 
The  dancer  who  has  no  regular  system  of  mov- 
ing, who  never  dances  twice  alike,  cannot  per- 
form with  ease  to  himself  nor  his  partner,  be- 
cause the  muscles  have  no  regular  harmony  of 
action. 

A  good  dancer  brings  in  the  regular  flexions 
and  extensions,  by  a  regular  associated  train  in 
the  fibres,  one  after  the  other.  In  this  way  is 
accounted  for  the  saying,  "  a  dancer  walks  easi- 
er to  himse!f  than  no  dancer."  The  flexors  of 
the  arm  are  stronger  than  the  extensors.  In 
the  le£,  the    extensors    are 


-o) 


strongest 


muscles : 
the  ponderosity  of-  the  body,  as  in  easing  down 
nto  a  chair,  rising,  lifting,  satisfactorily  demon- 
strates it.  Shoemakers,  saddlers,  &c.  have  more 
strength  in  the  extensors,  than  people  not  con- 
fined to  a  seat.  When  nursing,  the  thigh,  and 
particularly  the  extensors,  have  a  partial  in- 
crease of  power,  correspondent  with  the  infant's 
growth,  they  are  necessitated  to  lift. 

The  motion  of  the  head  on  the  atlas,  the 
movements  of  the  trunk,  the  muscles  of  expres- 
sion, and  the  motion  of  the  extremities,  are  de- 
signated as  partial :  the  muscles  of  the  leg  are 
more  particularly  those  of  locomotion.  A  man 
by  practice,  can  walk  on, his  hands  ;  this  is  teach- 
ing a  new  association  or  lesson  to  a  limb. 


When  rope-dancers  find   the   line  of  perpen- 
iscularity  on  the  head,  they  balance  with  aston- 
ishing precision.     The  line  in  which  the  body 
acts,  is  called  the  vertical.     In  every  part  of  a 
body,    the   vertical  line  passes  through  different 
points,    but   there  is  one  point  where  all  those 
lines   cross  each   other  :    this  is  the  centre   of 
gravity.     The  motion  of  the  head,  to  aid  vision 
or  hearing,   that  the  ear  may  be  in  a  line  with 
the  sonorous  rays,  is  effected  by  the  simultaneous 
action  of  several  muscles. 

On  the  back,  abdomen,  and  lateral  parts  of 
the  body,  many  motions  are  effected  by  the  pre- 
vious contraction  of  fibres  remotely  situated, 
yet  having  an  insertion  that  commands  others  of 
much  greater  power.  Antagonists  are  not  al-' 
ways  needed.  The  specifick  weight  of  parts 
is  sufficient  to  antagonize  some  large  muscles.  In 
the  membrum  virile  there  are  many  strong  mo- 
tions effected  almost  exclusively  by  its  distention 
with  blood,  without  the  aid  of  many  muscular 
fibres.  Its  own  weight  is  the  only  antagonist  to 
those  fibres.  When  relaxed,  there  are  no  fila- 
ments that  appear  to  exercise  any  influence  over 
it:  if  they  do,  they  are  independent  of  volition. 
Judgment  and  memory,  like  muscular  strength, 
are  accumulated  and  improved  by  use,  strength- 
ened by  exertion,  and  becomes  useful  in  propor- 
tion to  the  pains  bestowed  upon  them. 

ANATOMY  AND  PHISIOLOGY. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSAY,  M.  D.  of  Edinburgh,  will 
commence  his  summer-course  of  lectures  on  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  which  terminate  on  the  middle  of  October. 
The  retirement  and  cheapness  of  Conway,  N.  H.  occa- 
sions his  choice  of  that  place  for  his  school  at  present. 
The  first  monih  will  be  occupied  in  delivering  the  phys- 
iological part  of  his  essays,  published  in  Europe,  found- 
ed on  anatomical  demonstration,  and  in  introducing  the 
student  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  arts  of  dissecting, 
and  in  a  new  manner  of  filling  the  blood  vessels,  on  the 
brute  tribes,  as  the  medium  of  comparative  anatomy. 
The  lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  an  extensive  human, 
and  small  comparative  museum.  The  two  succeeding 
months  will  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  museum, 
from  the  book  of  Reference  to  the  preparations,  (pub- 
lished by  me  in  Europe)  aided  by  the  best  anatomical 
authors.  Gentlemen,  in  the  second  course,  demonstrate, 
personally,  the  lessons  of  the  day,  before  A.  R.,  and  the 
class,  thus  acquiring  an  elegance  of  language,  and  pers- 
pecuity  of  manner,  which,  as  mere  listeners  to  a  teach- 
er, never  can  be  attained. 

A.  R.  begs  leave  to  solicit  the  aid  of  an  enlightened 
people  in  adoption  of  such  means  as  they  deem  most  ef- 
ficient, for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation,  in  dis- 
posing of  his  library  and  museum,  purposely  collected, 
at  great  expense  and  labour,  to  facilitate  the  knowledge 
of  the  most  important  of  sciences,  the  improvement  of 
the  healing  art,  on  a  knowledge  of  anatomical  struc- 
ture, on  the  principles  of  which  alone,  phisiology  can 
be  justly  founded. 

The  arrangements  embrace  the  doctrines  of  Haller, 
Hunter  and    Cuvier. 

Any  private  individual  or  public  body  engaging  to  in- 
stitute anatomical  and  physiological  lectures,  connected 
with  that  of  natural  theology,  will  be  treated  with  on 
the  most  liberal  terms. 

Epistolary  communications  cannot  be  satisfactory  on 
a  subject,  where  the  eye  must  judge,  and  explanation 
convince,  but  others,  post  paid,  will  be  attended  to. 

Conway,  JV.  H.  May  29th,  1323.  ep4w 
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ELEPHANTIASIS. 

Tubercular  leprosy  :  M.  Pinel  clashes  it  among 
affections  of'  the  lymphatics.  It  constitutes  the 
third  species  of  leprosy  in  the  order  adopted  by 
M.  Alibert  for  description  of  cutaneous  diseases. 
It  is  of  all  species  of  leprosy  the  best  described 
by  the  ancients.  The  Jews,  Persians,  Greeks, 
and  Arabians  were  acquainted  with  it.  The 
best  history  we  have  of  it  is  that  by  Aretaeus, 
of  Cappadocia  ;  he  has  described  this  disease  in 
vivid,  and  in  its  true  colours.  Many  Arabian  au- 
thors, Avicenna,  Rhazes,  Haly  Abbas,  were  ac- 
quainted with  but  one  ef  its  varieties;  the  same 
remark  might  be  made  of  Town,  Hillary,  Hen- 
dy,  and  M.  Alard,  who  has  bestowed,  on  that  le- 
prosy called  Elephantine  by  M.  Alibert,  exten- 
sive and  learned  researches  of  the  highest  inter- 
est. 

The  leprous  diseases  so  well  known  among 
t-he  Jews,  are  somewhat  rare  in  our  days,  espe 
cially  in  temperate  and  northern  climates  :  their 
history  is  essentially  connected  with  that  of  the 
people  of  God,  among  whom  prevailed  every 
species  of  leprosy.  Leviticus  begins  the  first  ac- 
count of  it  in  the  bible.  The  Jews,  undoubted- 
ly, confounded  with  leprosy,  a  crowd  of  cutane- 
ous diseases,  as  herpes,  scrophula,  and  even  the 
itch.  In  Jewish  accounts  of  people  under  uncom- 
mon disease,  the  physician  is  unable  to  distin- 
guish any  thing  rational  with  regard  to  the  cause, 
nature  and  treatment.  The  Greeks,  notwith- 
standing that  superstition  which  led  them  also 
to  ascribe  the  leprosy  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
gods,  did  not  fail  to  consider  this  disease  with 
philosophic  views.  Hence  the  descriptions 
which  we  owe  to  the  physicians  of  that  nation. 
The  moderns  have,  through  a  long  lapse  of  time, 
collected  very  little  light  on  the  actual  state  of 
leprous  diseases  ;  it  was  reserved  for  M.  Alibert, 
to  trace  their  different  characters  in  his  fine  de- 
scription of  cutaneous  diseases.  He  has  done 
this  with  that  transcendent  talent,  which  places 
a  seal  on  all  that  proceeds  from  his  pen. 

Tubercular  leprosy  appears  in  one  or  several 
parts  of  the  integuments,  in  the  form  of  tumours, 
tubercles,  vegetations,  or  fungus.  It  deforms 
the  body  ;  the  skin  becomes  rough,  thick,  une- 
qual, furrowed  like  an  elephant's.  The  nails 
and  hair  fall  off;  in  certain  cases  become  white, 
at  any  age. 

M.  A.  establishes  two  varieties  ;  Leontine  and 
Elephantine. 

In  the  first  variety,  the  skin  of  the  face  is 
covered  with  wrinkles,  which  render  the  patient 
hideous.  The  lips  become  extremely  thick; 
the  nostrils  are  dilated  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner. The  voice  is  hoarse,  roaring;  ears  prodi- 
giously enlarged,  eyes  red,  sparklingly  inflamed, 
appear  to  express  most  violent  rage.  These 
symptoms  give  to  the  patient  the  aspect  and 
physiognomy  of  the  lion  :  hence  the  name  Leon- 
tine.  Galea,  de  tumoiibus,  cap.  xiv.  calls  this 
disease  satyriasmus. 

In  the  second-  tariely  of  leprosy,  the  skin 
of  one  or  both  legs  is  hard,  covered  with 
greyish  prominences,  and  resembles  exactly  the 


elephant's  skin.  The  thighs,  legs  and  feet 
swell,  and  attain  extraordinary  size  :  often  the 
swelling  extends  to  the  hips.  The  cellular  tex- 
ture of  the  parts  is  converted  into  a  fatty  mass. 
The  skin,  in  many  cases,  burets  and  presents  a 
spongy  ulcer,  whose  damages  cannot  be  avert- 
ed by  art.  The  alrms  are  somtirnes  affected. 
The  tumour,  which  characterizes  this  variety, 
resembles  oedema,  except  it  is  more  shining. 
Often  the  developeme«t  of  this  lepros}'  is  preced- 
ed by  a  febrile  shivering,  pain,  and  glandular  tu- 
mour in  the  groin ;  a  redness  overspreads  the 
parts,  and  particular  lines  which  indicate  the 
whole  course  of  the  lymphatic  vessels.  The 
whole  period  of  the  increase  of  the  glands  is 
marked  by  lines.  It  is  often  reproduced  at  in- 
tervals; at  each  paroxysm  the  tumours  enlarge  ; 
then  remain  stationary  for  a  series  of  years, 
and  of  various  strength.  In  this  state,  fhe  legs 
effected  are  insensible,  inert  bodies  by  the  weight 
of  which  the  patient  is  fatigued  through  his  life. 
Physicians  who  have  observed  this  dreadful  dis- 
ease have  seen  it  resist  all  the  resources  of  the- 
rapeutics. 

Elephantiasis  has  been  confounded  with  other 
species  of  leprosy ;  it  differs  from  them  by  essen- 
tial and  very  distinct  characters.  No  other  spe- 
cies is  accompanied  by  those  tubercular  pus- 
tules, which  attack  the  arms  and  especially  the 
legs.  The  scales  which  arise  sometimes  on  the 
integuments,  have  not  the  form  of  the  scurfs  of 
other  leprous  affections;  they  differ  also  in  col- 
our, which  in  elephantine  leprosy  is  ashy.  They 
arise  from  a  sanious  humour  which  tiansudes 
from  the  pustles,  and  have  very  little  elevation 
above  the  skin.  Other  leprosies  produce  neith- 
er the  frothy  tumours,  nor  the  fatty,  red  ulcera- 
tions on  the  ears,  neck  and  back  ;  they  do  not  oc- 
casion those  various  congestions,  aor  that  horri- 
ble prominence  of  the  mucous  textures,  nor  that 
hideous  deformity  of  the  features  of  the  face,  by 
which  we  see,  in  leontine  leprosy,  a  man  so  dis- 
figured it  is  impossible  to  recognise  him,  and 
which  gives  him  the  aspect  of  the  lion.  Ele- 
phantiasis alone  produces  that  alteration  of  the 
voice,  by  which  the  roaring  of  wild  beasts  is  im- 
itated. 

This  species  of  leprosy  affects  particularly  the 
lymphatic  system.  The  fatty  substance  appears 
accumulated  in  the  cellules  of  the  mucous  tex- 
ture. The  diseased  parts  increase  rapidly,  and 
becomes  monstrous.  The  abdominal  extremi- 
ties, in  particular,  experience  these  fatal  altera- 
tions. They  are  covered  with  a  great  number 
of  fleshy  protuberances  which  ulcerate,  and  are 
followed  bv  wrinkled,  unequal  scales  of  a  green- 
ish ash  colour,  fee-  The  veins  become  varicous. 
The  legs  acquire,  sometimes,  the  size  of  the  ele- 
phant's ;  the  hands  of  some  patients  become  so 
large,  the  fingers  disappear.  The  backs  of  the 
hands  and  feet  swell  :  the  close  structure  of  the 
cellular  texture  of  the  soles  of  the  feet,  and 
palms  of  the  hands,  prevents  them  from  swelling. 

The  cellular  texture  of  the  face,  in  some  cas- 
es, is  so  altered,  that,  we  cannot  recognise  the 
human  features.  Neither  tubercles,  nor  scales, 
nor  scabs  are  to  be  seen  ;  the  excessive  enlarge- 


ment of  the  forehead,  eyelids,  ears,  eyes,  nos- 
trils, aBd  lips  destroys  the  form  of  the  counte- 
nance. When  such  symptoms  appear,  the  dis- 
ease takes  the  name  of  Satyriasis.  The  patients 
became  incontinent ;  they  have  a  peculiar  odour, 
analagoufi  to  that  of  the  goat. 

The  skin  is  not  always  affected  with  the  tu- 
bercles of  which  we  have  just  spoken:  it  is  gen- 
erally swollen  ;  all  the  textures  are  confounded  ; 
seabby  eminences  which  covsr  it  excite  a  vio- 
lent itching.  The  nails  and  hair,  no  longer  re- 
ceiving nourishment  from  this  organ,  the  pa- 
tients experience  universal  alopecia.  This  phe- 
nomenon discloses  the  commencement  of  Ele- 
phantiasis;  from  this  time,  the  affected  parts  are 
entirely  deprived  of  sensibility. 

Climate  produces  no  modifications  of  tubercu- 
lar leprosy.  The  animal  economy  is  invaded, 
almost  insensibly,  by  this  disease.  The  first 
symptoms  are  so  uncertain,  it  is  long  before  the 
consequences  are  suspected.  By  degrees,  the 
patient  falls  into  universal  weakness;  he  gradu- 
ally and  insensibly  loses  the  faculty  of  exercis- 
ing the  usual  motions  of  the  body ;  a  desire  for 
repose,  an  irresistahle  supineness  is  his  ordina- 
ry state  ;  he  is  continually  in  a  sort  of  torpor 
and  stupidity.  An  indefinite  kind  of  uneasiness 
affects  all  his  limbs,  the  joints  of  which  become 
painful  when  the  patient  wishes  to  move  them. 
Some  individuals,  under  these  circumstances, 
think  they  hear  a  sound  like  cracking  in  their 
hones.  Symptoms,  still  more  serious,  soon  be- 
gin to  characterize  the  disease.  The  face  be- 
comes of  a  violet  or  bluish  colour;  red  blotches, 
surrounded  by  a  circle  of  a  more  lively  colour, 
appear  on  the  forehead  and  ears,  and  often  over 
the  whole  body.  These  spots,  as  M.  Alibert  has 
remarked  on  a  man  from  the  Isle  of  France,  are 
sometimes  yellow,  with  a  green  shade ;  the 
cheek-bones  are  disfigured  by  horrible  macula- 
tions;  the  integuments  inse.nsible  ;  the  mucous 
system  soon  participates  in  this  alteration  of  the 
skin.  A  deep,  oppressive  pain,  dependent  on  a 
catarrhal  affection,  is  felt  in  the  frontal  sinuses. 
The  nasal  cavities  are  svvelled,and  from  them  pro- 
ceeds an  acrid  humour,  which  corrodes  the  in- 
teguments. The  sense  of  smell  is  weakened 
and  destroyed,  respiration  becomes  painful,  the 
interior  of  the  thorax  is  ulcerated,  and  covered 
with  aphthse.  The  breath  becomes  extremely 
fetid,  the  voice  hoarse  and  roaring;  the  amygda- 
los  swell,  the  uvula  is  relaxed,  becomes  pen- 
dent; profuse  ptvalis  m  insensibly  exhausts  the 
patient  ;  the  skin  becomes  callous  and  rough,  the 
hairy  scalp  cracks  open  in  a  horrid  manner:  the 
forehead  is  covered  withlarge  deep  wrinkles;  it 
is  shining  and  urctuous.  The  eyebrows  are  cov- 
ered with  pustular  tubercles.  The  veins  of  the 
temple  become  varicous  and  black. 
To  be  Contiiiited. 


WORMS, 

Intestinal  in  man,  develop  themselves  in  the 
digestive  canal,  or  in  a  cyst  in  the  organs,  spe- 
cially in  children,  women,  filthy  people,  and 
those    badly  nourished,  or  nourished  on  vegeta- 
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bles  ;  living  in  cold,  foggy,  unhealthy  places  in 
spring  an;l  autumn.  A  feeble  system,  in  which 
predominates  the  mucous  element,in  which  worms 
are  always  found,  seems  to  favour  their  appear- 
ance. Sometimes  a  mucous  body,  as  large  as  a 
tennis-ball,  is  discharged  ;  on  opening  it  very  ma- 
ny worms  are  found.  They  produce  a  consider- 
able number  of  eggs.  The  number  of  worms  in 
a  cyst  is  always  very  limited.  Fatal,  putrid-  fe- 
ver sometimes  fellows  their  appearance.  Their 
number  is  inversely  as  'heir  size. 

The  presence  of  worms,  specially  lumbricoid 
and  taenia,  in  the  intestines,  is  attended  by  disgust 
to  certain  food,  always  transient,  followed  by 
great  appetite,  hiccough,  salivation,  nausea, 
belch  of  a  gas  of  a  peculiar  sour  smell,  vomiting 
a  very  sour  matter,  borborygmi,  sharp  cholic  con- 
fined to  a  spot,  diarrhoea,  tenesmus,  swelled  bel- 
ly ;  feeble  vision,  dilatation  of  the  pupil.  When 
lumbricoid  are  present,  specially  in  children,  there 
is  pale  face,  dry  cough,  salivary  expectoration; 
eyes  surrounded  with  black  and  blue  spots;  faint- 
ness;  gnashing,  specially  in  sleep;  hasty,  invol- 
untary movements,  horripilation,  sometimes  con- 
tinual noise  in  the  ear.  itch  of  the  nose  and  eye- 
lids, glairy  stools. 

Worms  in  the  stomach  are  readily  expelled  in 
vomiting ;  and,  in  dejections,  from  the  large  in- 
testines. People  who  drink  much  wine  or  spir- 
its, whose  diet  is  aromatic,  children  who  live  on 
the  breast  alone,  are  mostly  exempted  from 
worms. 

The  Lumbricoid  are  most  common  ;  have  a  bo- 
dy nearly  cylindrical  in  the  greatest  part  of  its 
length, attenuated  extremities;  are  the  mostiobust 
and  dense  of  the  intestinal  worms ;  the  head  has 
three  tubercles.  The  lumbricoid  are  large  as  a 
quill,  3 — 12  inches  long,  semi-transparent,  pale, 
or  of  a  light  rose  colour,  having  circular  lines 
cut  by  four  longitudinal  streaks,  two  of  which 
are  very  apparent ;  tail  obtuse,  slightly  curv- 
ed down.  They  sometimes  pierce  the  intes- 
tines, get  into  the  abdomen,  and  do  fatal  mis- 
chief. They  are  frequently  in  the  small  in- 
testines of  children,  sometimes  in  the  stomach  ; 
they  are  found  in  hogs  :  they  die  in  water. 

The  Ascarid,  Cyundricoid  has  attenuated  ex- 
tremities ;  the  head  has  two  lateral,  transparent 
vesicles  :  the  tail  is  slender.  The  Ascarid  is  as 
large  as  a  thread,  2—9  inches  long,  colourless,  or 
of  a  light  rose  colour,  transparent.  It  skips  ;  its 
motions  produce  itching.  It  is  frequent  in  the 
large  intestines  of  lymphatic  people,  specially  the 
rectum  ;  (and  in  the  pike  and  frog,)  crawls  thence 
into  the  vagina,  and  induces  an  irritation  which 
leads  to  masturbation.  .Half  of  the  Parisian 
children  have  the    ascarid  or  lumbricoid. 

Trichocepalic,  trichurid,  long  body,  head  slim- 
er,  no  fangs,  the  other  extremity  is  thick,  ob- 
tuse ;  as  large  as  a  fine  hair,  8—18  lines  long, 
Spiral,  almost  colourless:  very  frequent  in  the 
caecum,  and  in  the  pike  and  Yrcg,  and  very  in- 
»ocent. 

T^nia,  in  the  form  of  a  ribbon.  The  head  is 
its  smallest  part,  can  often  be  distinguished  only 
by  a  microscope ;  resembles  a  little  tubercle, 
tonic,  flat,  round  or  square.  There  are  four 
openings,  prominent  in  some  species,  depressed 
in  others,  like  suckers  or  cupping  glasses ;  at 
their  centre,  is  the  mouth  or  trumpet.  The 
neck  is  composed  of  narrow,  long  joints,  di- 
minishing ia  width  towards    the  head,  increas- 


ing in  width  and  thickness  towards  the  body  : 
long  and  slender.  The  tail  is  square,  sides  rais- 
ed like  two  fangs,  rounded  at  their  top,  furnish- 
ed with  papillae.  The  diameter  of  the  joints 
lessens  toward  the  taii  more  than  toward  the 
head. 

Tsenias  generally  occupy  the  small  intestines 
of  aduits,  the  head  being  toward  the  stomach. 
Baldinger  mentions  a  taenia  more  than  700  feet 
long.  Oae  has  been  seen  to  fix  itself  by  its  suck- 
ers to  a  body  in  a  vessel,  so  strongly,  that  it  al- 
lowed itself  to  be  torn  asunder  rather  than  quit 
its  hold.  If  it  be  mutilated,  the  part  to  which 
the''  head  is  attached  can  recover. 

Great  draughts  of  water  have  been  followed 
bjr  alleviation  of  uneasiness,  and  even  by  ex- 
pulsion of  the  taenia  :  also  doses  of  sp.  or  oil  of 
turpentine,  4  oz. 

1st  species.  Taenia  armed  ;  the  longest  and 
most  paioful  species  :  its  joints  detached  can  live 
as  long  as  the  intire  taenia.  The  mouth  is  sur- 
rounded with  four  cartilaginous  retractive  fangs, 
in  the  form  of  a  ring  or  double  crown.  This 
species  are  generally  expelled  before  they  ac- 
quire full  growth,  which  is  sometimes  100    feet. 

2nd  species.  Taenia  wide,  unarmed,  3 — 6 
lines  wide,  thicker  than  the  taenia  armed  ;  white, 
the  joints  increase  in  size  from  the  head  to  the 
tail,  no  fangs  ;  the  neck  has  wooly  filaments. 

Presence  of  taenia  is  attended  with  general  in- 
definite uneasiness,  anxiety  almost  constant,  pe- 
culiar swelling  of  the  face,  and  large  belly. 

Paris,  1821.  Merat. 

A  Case  of  Umbilical  Haemorrhage,  which 
terminated  fatally.  By  G.  Pout,  Esq.  Com- 
municated by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Bart.  Read 
May  22,  1822. 

On  the  4th  of  September  last,  I  was  sent  for 
early  in  the  morning,  by  a   lady  of  the  name  of 
White,  requesting  my  immediate   attendance,  as 
her  child   had  been  bleeding  all  night  from  the 
navel.     On  my  arrival,  I   found,  from   the  state 
of  the   linen,  that  the  haemorrhage  must  have 
been  very  considerable,  and   I  endeavoured   to 
ascertain    the   cause   by    introducing  a   pair  of 
dressing  forceps  within  the  navel,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  then  opening  them  to  stretch  the  in- 
teguments ;    but   not  being   able    to   see  from 
whence  the  blood  came,  1  plugged  up  the  open- 
ing with  lint,  and  used  pressure  by  means  of  ad- 
hesive plaster  and  a  roller.    The  child  was  then 
laid  on  a  firm  cushion  on  its   back,  with  a  view 
of  making  the   abdominal  muscles  as   tense  as 
possible ;  and,  after  waiting  an   hour  or  two,  1 
found   the   linen  again   imbued   with  blood.      1 
made  several  attempts   to  ascertain  the  cause, 
but  to  no  purpose.     I  therefore  made  pressure 
as  before,  and,  as   I  thought,  successfully  ;  for 
after  waiting  some  time  longer,  aad  not  perceiv- 
ing any  bleeding,  I  had  every  reason  to  believe 
it  was  stopped.     The   child  was  again   laid   on 
the  cushion,  with  strict  injunctions  not  to  move 
it  all  night.     When  I  called  on  the  following 
morning,  I  was  informed  that  the  child  had  been 
dead  several  hcurs,  having  bled  to  death,  as  the 
linen  clearly  proved.     This  was  a   fine  healthy 
male  child,  about  ten  days  old.    The  funis  came 
off  as  usual,  and  without  the  appearance  of  any  j 
thing  more  than  common  on  the  Gth  day.     The 
bleeding  commenced  on   the  8th,  and  continued 
till  death- which  happened  about  twenty-seven 


hoars  after.  This  lady  has  lost  two  children 
before,  under  exactly  similar  circumstances,  pre- 
vious to  her  coming  into  this  neighborhood  ;  and 
has  three  fine  children  living. 

Upon  dissection  1  found  the  umbilical  vein  full 
of  blood,  in  a  fluid  state,  and  nearly  as  large  as 
a  goose  quill.  Both  the  umbilical  arteries  were 
sufficiently  pervious  to  admit  a  probe  ;  and  the 
left  still  containing  a  plug  of  coagulated  blood, 
from  which,  it  would  seem,  the  bleeding  took 
place.  They  were  both  so  much  retracted 
within  the  integuments,  that  it  must  have  been 
impossible  to  have  stopped  the  bleeding  by 
pressure. — Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions. 

Two  children,  one  in  Boston,  one  in  Randolph, 
lately  died  under  umbilical  haemorrhage,  7th  day 
after  birth.  = 

Ear,  or  the  tympanum  of  the  ear  is  composed 
of  a  series  of  muscular  radii,  all  of  equal  length. 
The  ear  of  the  elephant  has  an  oval  membrane, 
with  fibres  of  very  unequal  length  ;  to  this  cir- 
cumstance I  attribute  the  alleged  insensibility  of 
that  ancmal  to  any  but  low  or  grave  sounds. 

E.  Home,  London. 


EXPRESSION.— No.  III. 

While  the  motion  of  the  lips,  and  nostrils  of 
man  have  not  the  same  extensive  range  as  in 
the  several  classes  of  animals,  there  is  combin- 
ed in  his  face  a  capacity  for  all  the  expressions 
which  distinguish  tbe  several  kinds,  of  whose  na- 
ture he  partakes.  He  stands,  as  it  were,  be- 
tween the  carnivorous  and  graminivorous  ani- 
mals, or  rather,  he  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
both.  He  has  the  snarling  muscles  which  pecu- 
liarly distinguish  the  carnivorous  animals  ;  he  is 
able  to  protrude  the  lips,  and  uncover  the  Inci- 
sores.  In  the  carnivorous  animals,  while  the 
muscles  that  descend  from  the  bones  of  the 
cheek  and  upper  jaw  to  raise  the  lips,  are  very 
strong,  the  orbicular,  or  circular  fibres  of  the 
lips  are  very  imperfect,  the  lip  being  tied  down 
at  the  fore  part  to  the  gums,  in  the  graminiv- 
orous animals,  the  orbicular  muscle  is  nearly 
perfect,  the  elevating  and  depressing  muscles  of 
the  side  of  the  mouth  are  deficient.  In  man, 
both  those  classes  of  muscles  are  combined  ;  the 
elevating  and  depressing  muscles  are  perfect, 
while  the  orbicular  muscle  completely  antago- 
nizes them,  modulating  and  qualifying  these  ac- 
tions, and  bestowing  the  utmost  perfection  on 
the  motion  of  the  lips. 

Besides  the  muscles  analogous  to  those  of 
brutes,  there  is  an  intertexture  of  muscles  in  the 
human  countenance,  which  evinces  a  provision 
for  expression,  independent  of  the  original  desti- 
nation of  muscles  common  to  him  and  animals* 
There  are  muscles  peculiar  to  the  human  coun- 
tenance, which  act  where  we  cannot  conceive 
any  object  for  their  exertion  but  that  of  express- 
ing feeling  and  sentiment.  These  muscles  indi- 
cate emotions,  and  sympathies,  of  which  the  low- 
er animals-are  not  susceptible  ;  they  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  index  of  mental  energy  in  opposi- 
tion to  animal  expression. 

The  parts  of  the  human  face  most  moveable 
and  most  expressive,  are  the  inner  extremity  of 
the  eyebrow,  and  the  angle  of  the  mouth  ;  these 
are  the  parts  of  the  face  which  in  brutes  have 
least  expression  ;  brutes  have  no  eyebrows,  no 
power  of  elevatiDg  or  depressing  the  angle  of 
the  mouth. 
The  most   remarkable  of  the  muscles  pecu- 
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liarly  human,  is  the  corrugator  supercilii.  It 
arises  from  the  frontal  bone,  near  the  union, 
with  the  nasal  bones,  and  is  inserted  into  the 
skin  of  the  eyebrow.  It  knits  the  eyebrows 
with  a  peculiar,  energetic  meaning,  which  unac- 
countably, irresistably,  conveys  the  idea  of  mind 
and  sentiment. 

The  anterior  portion  of  the  occipito-frontalis 
muscle  is  the  antagonist  of  the  orbicular  muscle 
of  the  eyelid.  It  is  wanting  in  the  animals  we 
have  already  examined,  and  in  its  stead,  fibres 
more  or  less  strong  are  found  to  be  directly  in- 
serted into  the  eyelids.* 

The  motion  of  the  features,  which,  next  to 
that  produced  by  the  corrugator  supercilii,  is  the 
most  peculiarly  expressive  of  human  sensibility 
and  passion,  is  at  the  angle  of  the  mouth.  The 
peculiarity  of  human  expression  is  in  the  trian- 
gularis oris,  or  depressor  anguli  oris,  which  i 
have  not  found  in  any  other  animal ;  for  which 
I  have  been  able  to  assign  no  other  use  than  be- 
longs to  an  organ  of  expression.  It  arises  from 
the  base  of  the  lower  jaw,  is  inserted  with  the 
converging  fibres  of  almost  all  the  muscles  of  the 
side  of  the  lace  at  the  corner  of  the  mouth,  pro- 
duces that  arching  of  the  lip  so  expressive  of 
contempt,  hatred,  jealousy.  In  combination 
with  the  elevator  of  the  under  lip,  and  the  or- 
bicular.s,  it  has  a  larger  share  than  any  other 
muscle  in  the  infinite  variety  of  motion  in  the 
mouth,  expressive  of  sentiment. 

The  Depressor  Aue  Nasi  ;  the  Nasalis  Labii 
Superiores;  the  descending  fibres  of  the  Occipi- 
to-Fontalis,  are  not  in  the  brute ;  the  more  mi- 
nute and  fasciculated  structure  of  all  the  mus- 
cles of  the  lips,  in  the  face  of  man,  indicates  a 
decided  superiority  for  motion  of  the  features. 
C.  Bell,  London. 

*  The  expanded  muscle  of  the  skull  in  brutes  is  re- 
flected to  the  ear. 


JOINTS. 

Some  people  can  dislocate  and  reduce  their 
joints  at  pleasure,  no  inflammation  ensues,  nor 
do  those  articulations  need  strength,  generally. 
By  practice,  the  condyle  of  the  jaw  may  be 
thrown  from  the  glenoid  cavity.  We  saw  ■» 
gentleman,  with  a  motion  of  the  right-thumb, 
jog  the  superior  metacarpal  bone  from  its  carti- 
laginous point  on  the  trapezium,  and  with  an- 
tagonist muscles,  set  it  back  again. 

A  gentleman,  some  years  since,  exhibited  the 
process  of  luxating  his  hip  joint,  in  Dr.  In- 
galls'  lecture-room,  and  reducing  it.  A  grocer, 
near  Boston,  is  liable,  from  slight  causes,  to  dis- 
locate his  shoulders  :  some  positions  of  the  body 
are  sufficient  to  drop  both  bones  from  their 
sockets.  By  bending  forward,  suffering  the 
arms  to  be  pendulous,  he  gives  an  oscillatory 
motion  of  the  body,  sometimes  for  a  minute,  and 
the  humerus  slips  into  its  fosse.  He  cannot  lift 
many  pounds1  weight,  carry  a  bucket  of  water, 
01  put  a  hat  on  a  nail  higher  than  his  head, 
without  undergoing  the  dislocation. 

In  such  cases  the  capsular  ligaments  are  too 
large,  nothing  short  of  an  application  which  has 
a  tendency  to  thicken  their  substance,  can  re- 
medy the  defect.  Astringents  over  the  surface 
of  such  joints,  are  useless.  Continued  bandaging 
promises  more  relief.  The  ankle  is  more  secure 
than  the  great  articulations  above  ;  like  the 
knee,  it  consists  of  three  bones.  The  patella  is 
moved  by  the  aponeurotic  expansion  of  the  ten- 


dons of  the  exterior  muscles  of  the  thigh,  over 
the  trochlea;  in  the  ankle,  the  astragalus  is  per- 
manent, the  large  bones  move  on  it.  In  walk- 
ing, when  the  foot  is  placed  squarely  on  the 
ground,  the  whole  weight  of  the  body  swings 
forward  ;  and  in  raising  it,  there  is  another  mo- 
tion, independent  of  the  tibia,  for  the  astragalus 
rolls  in  the  scaphoid  cavity.  The  tibia  being 
very  strong,  giving  a  lateral  process,  the  male- 
olar  broad,  thick  and  short,  it  is  nearly  impossi- 
ble any  tendon  should  act  on.its  lever  so  as  to 
fracture  it  by  their~action.  This  point  is  a  com- 
plete guard  to  the  insiJe  of  the  joint.  The 
scaphoid  hollow  affords  a  large  surface,  covering 
a  considerable  part  of  the  rhomboid  of  the  astra- 
galus; the  process  almost  totally  prevents  a  lux- 
ation inward,  and  the  depth  of  the  fosse  is  such 
as  to  grasp  the  astragalus  too  closely  to  admit 
of  one  backward  or  forward,  which  never  hap- 
pens, unless  by  a  Mow  that  shatters  the  whole 
joint.  The  fibula  gives,  by  its  process  at  the 
lower  extremity,  another  support  on  the  outside 
of  the  ankle.  From  the  formation  of  this  joint 
by  the  ends  of  long  bones,  and  those  of  a  pecu- 
liar shape,  jutting  beyond  the  point  of  articula- 
tion, the  ankle  is  considered  the  most  securely 
defended  of  any  joint  in  the  body.  It  is  rare  I  v 
diseased,  seldom  dislocated,  and  requires,  gene- 
rally, less  chirurgical  aid  than  the  knee.  When 
the  bones  are  carious,  or  affected  by  sanous  dis- 
charges in  its  vicinity,  it  is  as  interesting  as  the 
knee  in  the  same  condition. 

The  tibia  and  fibula,  taken  together,  make  a 
remarkably  strong,  deep  socket,  united  by  firm 
ligaments.  The  ligamentum  superius  aniicum 
passes  across  the  anterior  side  of  the  two  bones, 
giving  them  the  appearance  of  being  bound  to- 
gether :  on  the  back,  directly  opposite,  is  the 
ligamentum  posticum;  the  third  ligament  is  the 
posticum  inferius.  The  capsular  ligament  is  at- 
tached to  the  astragalus  and  bones  of  the  leg : 
though  it  is  far  from  being  strong,  it  answers 
two  purposes :  its  thinness  is  compensated  for 
by  the  substance  of  the  integuments. 

The  ligamentum  ddtoides  arises  from  a  pit  at 
the  apex  of  the  coronoid  process  of  the  fibula,  is 
expanded  and  directed  over  the  astragalus,  os 
calcis  and  os  naviculare ;  another,  ligamentum 
fibula  anterius,  arises  from  the  point  of  the  fibula 
and  is  inserted  into  the  astragalus.  From  the  out- 
ward part  of  the  ankle,  arises  the  ligamentum 
fibula*  perpendicular e.  From  the  same  process 
is  sent  off  backward,  over  the  capsular  ligament, 
the  ligamentum  inter  fihulam  et  astragulum, 

OS  FEMORIS. 

Great  importance  is  attached,  in  surgery,  to 
the  thigh  bone,  particularly  on  account  of  the 
large  blood  vessels  and  accompanying  nerves. 
Of  all  the  cylindrical  bones,  it  is^  the  most  per- 
fect, compact  and  strong; — it  is  interesting  trom 
the  peculiarity  of  its  articulations,  the  power  of 
its  muscles,  the  largeness  of  its  processes,  the 
situation  of  the  superior  condyle,  and  the  me- 
chanism of  the  lower  extremity. 

The  curve,  some  have  supposed  is  produced 
in  the  first  stages  of  infancy  by  the  pondeosity 
of  the  child,  sitting  on  the  nurse's  arm;  oth- 
ers, by  pressure  of  the  body  on  the  first  at- 
tempt at  walking!  Others,  more  rational,  be- 
lieve it  a  natural  arch.  Mr.  John  Bell,  who 
seems  to  have  taken  license  to  lash  every  anato- 
mist who  dared   to  advance  in  argument,  not 


sanctioned  by  himself,  has  dressed  these    specu- 
lations in  their  own  proper  livery.  * 

The  curve  is  a  segment  of  a  circle,  nearly  ten 
feet  in  diameter,  and  gives  symmetry  to  the  limb 
and  advantage  to  the  muscles.  The  head,  by 
its  smoothness,  is  curiously  adapted  to  the  cavi- 
ty in  which  it  is  articulated,  admitting  of  various 
motions :  at  an  angle  from  the  body  of  the  bone, 
it  is  properly  the  extremity  of  a  third  process. 
A  cartilage,  thick  in  its  centre,  growing  thinner 
as  it  approaches  the  cervix,  covers  all  the  head 
Nearly  in  its  centre  is  an  abrupt  pit,  into  which 
is  fastened  the  ligamentum  teres,  the  other  end 
being  attached  in  the  acetabulum,  restrains  it  to 
a  point  of  motion, — or  rather  gives  a  centre  01 
axis  of  motion.  The  socket  is  lined  with  a  sim- 
ilar cartilage,  and  the  edges  of  the  fosse  raised 
still  higher,  by  narrowing  in,  as  it  increases  in 
with  from  the  bony  ridge,  and  grasps  the  head 
of  the  bone  so  completely,  that  it  ean  be  called 
the  most  perfect  joint  of  the  body. 

The  neck  is  that  portion  between  the  trochan- 
ter major  and  ball.  It  would  seem  to  a  hasty 
observer,  almost  impossible  so  small  a  heck  should 
resist  the  weight  of  the  body;  the  angle  of  the 
neck  with  the  body  of  the  femur,  the  shortness 
of  the  lever,  the  arrangements  of  neighbouring 
muscles,  are  to  be  considered. 

In  the  foetus,  the  epiphisis  is  not  formed  at 
either  end  of  the  bone,  but  supplied  with  carti- 
laginous eminences  that  bear  no  proportion  or 
resemblance  to  the  processes  afterwards  formed  : 
a  pulpy  substance  occupies  the  place  of  the  great 
trochanter.  This  substance,  in  which  the  future 
tuberosity  is  to  be  moulded,  does  not  come  in  con- 
tact with  a  surface  harder,  or  so  firm  as  itself, 
but  is  cushioned  and  protected  by  the  delicately 
soft  muscles  that  surround  it. 

The  nect  and  base  are  imperfectly  formed  : 
the  shape  of  the  cartilages  bear  no  nearer  re- 
semblance to  the  strongly  marked  character  of 
bone  in  the  adult  skeleton,  than  any  other  com- 
mon bone  of  the  body.  The  trochanter  minor 
is  perfectly  distinct.  The  muscles  inserted  in- 
to it,  are  the  first  aud  almost  only  ones  the  infant 
requires  in  the  movement  of  the  thighs.  The 
infant  continually  throws  its  knees  asunder,  when 
distressed  ;  it  struggles  with  its  limbs  in  fits  of 
crying. 

The  iliacus  internus  and  psoas,  which  pass  over 
the  rim  of  the  pelvis,  deeply  bedded  in  the  in- 
teguments of  the  groin,  are  fastened  immediate- 
ly and  thoroughly  into  this  point,  and,  from  the 
position  of  parts,  constantly  tends  to  roll  the 
thigh  outward.  This  position  of  the  limb  in  the 
newly  born  child,  affords  opportunity  for  fin- 
ishing the  head  and  cervix  of  the  femur, — with- 
out cramping  the  vessels  that  are  making  ossific 
deposits. 

LIFE. 
Onlj-  the  lower  order  of  animals  have  the  irr- 
ternal  machinery,  necessary  for  the  strength  and' 
perfection  of  larger,  powerful  animals,  on  the  out- 
side,— thus  shielding  the  vital  organs.  One  has 
the  bones  upon  the  surface,  in  the  other,  they 
are  surrounded  by  the  soft  solids :  the  centre  of 
one,  becomes  the  outer  covering  of  the  other. 
Were  organs  immediately  subservient  to  the 
great  purposes  of  life,  in  insects,  seated  upon  a 
frame  of  bones,  the  texture  of  investing  mem- 
branes would  offer  no  adequate  resistance  to  so- 
lar rays; 
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Can  an  animal  be  disjointed,  a  limb,  or  bone, 
with  a  portion  ot"  life,  extracted  from  the  whole  1 
Are  there  any  independent,  self-moving  powers, 
changes  or  series  of  motion,  peculiar  to  a  part 
©fthe  body,  that  are  not  wholly  actuated  and 
governed  by  their  relation  to  other  parts?  Is 
not  the  heart  stimulated  into  a  dyastole  by  the 
presence  of  blood  ? 

If  life  consists  in  the  action  and  regular  fune- 
tions  of  the  various  organs,  death  may  be  defin- 
ed a  total  cessation  of  those  functions. 

What  is  animal  life  "  compounded  of  chymi- 
cal,  physical,  and  physiological  life  ?"  Can 
there  be  life  without  sensation?  Can  there  be 
life  without  consciousness  ? 

The  cause  of  animal  life  is  systematic,  de- 
pending oft  the  best  pleasurable  sensations  ot 
which  the  parent  stock  are  susceptible.  In  the 
procreative  act,  all  ferocity  is  thrown  away. 

What  is  life  but  a  continued  series  ot  actions 
and  motions  ?  What  is  death  but  the  final  ces- 
sation of  those  faculties  ?  Is  the  contractile  power 
of  the  muscular  fibre,  life?  Can  a  detached 
portion  of  flesh,  from  the  living  body  be  said  to 
live  ?  Is  death  as  gradual  as  putrefaction  ?  Are 
not  physiologists  blind  to  the  simplest  operation 
of  nature,  who  would  persuade  their  followers  of 
a  chymical,  and  lastly  a  physiological  death  !  The 
extinction  of  life,  e.  g.  the  cessation  of  the  agen- 
cy of  the  will,  over  the  muscles  of  locomotion, 
and  the  simultaneous  pause  of  those  organs, 
which  from  the  commencement  of  their  func- 
tions, have  continued  their  offices,  independently 
of  volition,  gives  a  more  definite  idea  of  death. 
Chymical  changes  on  the  lifeless  body  belong  to 
another  department  of  enquiry  :  life,  and  the  to- 
tal extinction  of  the  vital  principle,  are  indepen- 
dent, and  definite  terms.  Animals  all  subsist  by 
a  general  and  permanent  law  ;  a  substance  must 
be  introduced  into  the  system,  capable  of  under- 
going a  change,  that  shall  furnish  nutriment  for 
the  waste  of  nature  : — and  secretion  is  in  con- 
formity to  another  law  of  the  animal  econom}\ 
on  which  the  material  and  constant  maintenance 
of  lifedepends. 


HIPPOCRATES, 

Styled  the  prince  of  physicians,  was  born  in 
the  island  of  Cos,  in  the  80ih  Olympiad,  and 
294th  of  Rome.  He  was  the  first  man  on  record 
that  gave  precepts  on  medicine.  It  is  said  he 
foretold  a  plague  that  was  coming  out  of  Illyria  ; 
w  hich  gave  him  such  notoriety,  that  the  '  Gre- 
cians worshipped  him  as  a  god.  fie  is  highly 
commeaded  by  all  the  authors  of  antiquity. 

Macrobius  says  of  him,  that  "  he  neither  knew 
how  to  deceive,  nor  be  deceived."  Fabius  Cal- 
vus  translated  his  writings  into  Latin;  they  were 
printed  at  Rome  in  1632.  Hierom  Mercunalis 
printed  them  at  Venice,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  in 
1538.  They  were  afterwards  printed  at  Frank- 
fort, 1598,  and  in  Paris,  in  Latin,  1668,  two  vol- 
umes, octavo. 

Ceixts,  Aurej.ius  Corkelius,  lived  in  the 
reign  of  Tiberius  :  he  was  a  philosopher  of  the 
sect  of  Asclepiades.  He  wrote  upon  rhetoric 
and  the  military  art ;  beside  eight  books  on  "  phy- 
sic," of  which  there  are  several  editions;  the 
principal  one  was  printed  at  Amsterdam,  in  1687, 
v\  ;th  notes,  by  several  learned  persons,  and  com- 
piled and  arranged  by  Monsieur  D'Almelovine.r 

John  Bois  Orsilvius  born  at  Lille  in  Flanders, 
was  Professor   of  "  Physic,"  at   Doway  ;     died 


1576,  leaving  the  following  works;  De  morbi 
Articularis  Curatione ;  Acadantiw  Duacensis  and 
Professor  urn,  Encomium,  ly-e. 

The  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Recorder,  pub- 
lished at  Philadelphia,  has  offered  a  premium  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  to  the 
author  of  the  best  Essay  on  the  causes  of  epidemic  fe- 
vers, their  nature,  mode  of  treatment,  He.  The  Es- 
says must  be  forwarded  to  James  Webster,  Philadel- 
phia, by  the  15th  day  of  November  next. 

UNIVERSITY  OE  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  committee  of  the  Trustees  appointed  to  distrib- 
ute the  Tickets  of  gratuitous  admissiou  to  the  course 
of;Medical  Lectures,  which  will  begin  in  November 
next,  agreeably  to  the  foundation  established  by  the 
Medical  Faculty,  give  notice  that  application  in  writ- 
ing, under  seal,  addressed  to  the  above  named  commit- 
tee, to  the  care  of  the  Secretary  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  may  be  made  at  any  time  before  the  first 
Monday  of  September  next. 

It  is  required  that  each  application  be  accompanied 
by  a  respectable  testimonial  of  the  good  character  of 
the  applicant,  and  of  his  being  in  such  restricted  cir- 
cumstances as  entitle  him  to  the  benefit  of  this  founda- 
tion. It  must  also  appear  that  he  has  attained  the  age 
of  18  years,  is  possessed  of  sufficient  literary  acquire- 
ments, and  of  studious  habits. 

On  the  fust  Monday  of  September  next,  the  Com- 
mittee will  open  and  decide  on  the  applications,  and 
immediately  give  notice  to  the  successful  applicants, 
and  return  the  others  their  applications  and  testimoni- 
als, their  names  not  to  be  disclosed  by  the  Committee. 
BENJAMIN  CHEW,      j  Committee 


WM.  MEREDITH, 
JAMES  GIBSON, 
Philadelphia,  May  29,  1823. 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 

It  has  frequently  been  asked,  why  there  has 
never  been  a  medical  school,  in  which  students 
should  uniformly  reside,  till  regularly  graduated 
in  medicine.  There  is  an  effort  to  this  effect, 
now  making  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution. 
Probably  the  Institution  will  eventually  be  inde- 
pendent of  any  other  literary  or  collegiate  body, 
andxonfer  degrees  at  the  end  of  the  lecture 
term,  every  season.  In  this  enterprising  Institu- 
tion, which  appears  founded  on  sound  and  liber- 
al principles,  there  are  two  reading  terms,  of 
three  months  each,  and  a  lecture  term  of  four 
mouths, — commencing  on  the  second  Wednesday 
of  September,  annually.  The  resident  students 
are  divided  into  classes,  and  recite,  twice  a  day, 
to  the  resident  lecturers. 

Whenever  the  plan,  which  the  trustees  con- 
template, is  completed,  the  expense  of  studying 
the  profession  of  medicine,  commencing  and  end- 
ing in  the-Institution,  will  be  nearly  a  third  less, 
on  an  average,  than  the  same  course  of  studies, 
three  years,  with  a  physician  in  the  country. 

There  is  opportunity  of  seeing  the  operations 
in  surgery,  as  well  as  clinical  practice,  un- 
der the  care  of  the  lecturer  on  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Physic.  There  are  six  lecturers, 
viz.  on  Surgery  and  Physiology,  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Physic,  Anatomy,  Chemistry  Miner- 
alogy and  Botany,  Materia  Medica,  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  Obstetrics  and  Puerperal  Diseas- 
es. Board,  washing  and  room-renl,  throughout 
the  year,  in  commons,  is  but  about  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  week  ;  and  every  industrious, 
well  recommended  young  gentleman,  can  have 
sufficient  credit  for  his  tuition,  till  the  emolu- 
ments of  his  profession  will  enable  him  to  settle 
the  account.  The  Legislature  have  placed  this 
school  on  such  standing,  a  medical  degree   from 


it  entitles  the  possessor  to  all    the  privileges   of 
one  from  Cambridge  University. 

The  present  foundation  of  an  extensive  libra- 
ry, philosophical  apparatus,  anatomical  collec- 
tions, &c.  beside  a  Lyceum  of  natural  History, 
for  which  it  has  a  charter,  are  omens  of  what 
the  public  may  anticipate  from  the  Berkshire 
Medical  Institution. 


TRANSYLVANIA  UNIVERSITY. 

MEDICAL    DEPARTMENT. 

The  course  of  lectures,  last  winter,  was  attend- 
ed by  one  hundred  and  seventy  pupils. 

The  most  interesting  and  important  of  the 
anatomical  preparations  in  wax,  expected  from 
Italy,  has  been  lately  received.  It  consists  of 
a  decomposeable  female  figure,  as  large  as  life, 
of  rare  symmetry  and  surpassing  workmanship, 
from  the  hands  of  the  ablest  artist  in  this  line, 
that  Europe  can  boast.  The  anatomical  knowl- 
edge and  skill  manifested  in  the  structure  of  it, 
are  minute  and  perfect,  and  the  general  style  of 
representation  exquisitely  fine.  It  gives  a  view, 
of  the  blood  vessels,  muscles,  nerves,  lymphat- 
ics, and  exhibits,  in  their  natural  positions,  and 
healthy  appearance,  all  the  viscera  in  the  four 
great  cavities. 

Among  these,  besides  several  fine  views  of  the 
brain,  modeled  after  the  best  plates  of  Gall  and 
Spurzheim,  of  the  nerves  and  lymphatics  of  sun- 
dry parts  where  their  arrangement  and  presen- 
tation are  striking,  and  of  the  gravid  uterus  in 
different  stages  of  gestation,  will  be  a  decompose- 
able eye  of  colossal  size,  calculated  for  demon- 
strating to  a  large  class  the  bones  of  the  internal 
ear  of  similar  dimensions. 

Mr-  Best,  of  Cincinati,  will  deliver  a  course  of 
instruction  in  Pharmacy.  To  the  chair  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Medical  Botany,  Dr.  Drake,  of 
Cincinati,  has  been  appointed. 

LEX.VNDER  RAMSAY,  M.  D.  of  Edinburgh,  will 
commence  his  summercourse  of  lectures  on  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  which  terminate  on  the  middle-  of  October. 
The  retirement  and  cheapness  of  Conway,  N.  H.  occa- 
sions his  choice  of  that  place  for  his  school  at  present. 
The  first  month  will  be  occupied  in  delivering  the  phys- 
iological part  of  his  essays,  published  in  Europe,  found- 
ed on  anatomical  demonstration,  and  in  introducing  the 
student  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  arts  of  dissecting, 
and  in  a  new  manner  of  filling  the  blood  vessels,  on  the 
brute  tribes,  as  the  medium  of  comparative  anatomy. 
The  lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  an  extensive  human, 
and  small  comparative  museum.  The  two  succeeding 
months  will  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  museum, 
from  the  book  of  Reference  to  the  preparations,  aided 
by  the  best  anatomical  authors.  Gentlemen,  in  the 
second  course,  demoiastrate  the  lessons  of  the  day,  be- 
fore A.  R. 

A.  R.  begs  leave  to  solicit  the  aid  of  an  enlightened 
people  in  adoption  of  such  means  as  they  deem  most  ef- 
ficient, for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation,  in  dis- 
posing of  his  library  and  museum,  collected,  at  great- 
expense  and  labour,  to  facilitate  the  knowledge  of  the 
most  important  of  sciences. 

The  arrangements  embrace  the  doctrines  of  Haller, 
Hunter  and   Cuvier. 

Epistolary  communications,  post  paid,  will  be  attend- 
ed to. 

Conway,  JV.  H.  May  29th,  1823.  ep4w 
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Physicians,  wh&  faithfully  preserve  notes  of 
their  experience,  are  forced  to  a  habit  of  reflec- 
tion, instead  of  trusting  to  the  ideas  of  others  : 
they  more  readily  become  acquainted  with  the 
idiosyncracies  of  their  patients  ;  with  the  periodic 
changes  often  presented  in  a  disease  ;  with  the 
variety  of  medical  constitution  offered  to  their 
observation  ;  are  better  able  to  see  their  own  er- 
rors, or  to  defend  their  practice. 

Medical  histories  are  sometimes  as  important 
as  histories  of  greal  political  events.  A  physi- 
cian unprepared  to  give  professional  evidence,  in 
a  court  of  justice  or  inquiry,  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cision, on  any  subject  which  has  been  submitted 
to  his  observation,  disappoints  just  expectation, 
and  shows  himself  unworthy  of  the  confidence 
Feposed  in  him. 


Whereas  the  medical  literature  of  Vermont  has  its 
progress  impeded  by  the  public  interest,  and  influence 
being-  diverted  between  the  Medical  Institutions  of  Cas- 
tleton  and  Burlington,  the  Windsor  County  Medical 
Society  recommends  a  union  of  those  ichools,  and  in- 
vites the  attention  of  the  Vermont  Medical  Society,  and 
the  several  County  Medical  Societies,  to  a  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.  June,  1823. 

A  Female  Association  has  been  formed  for  procuring 
comfortable  habitations,  nurses  and  medicines  for  the 
sick  poor.  '  No  object  of  public  attention  has  received 
less  consideration  than  that  of  providing  an  asylum  for 
sick  poor :  much  suffering  and  death  in  Boston  might  be 
alleviated  and  prevented !' 

HOSPITALS.— No.  IV. 

In  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  is  an  account  of  probably  the  most 
extensive  system  of  well  regulated  hospitals  in  the 
World.  Among  the  enlightened  Directors  of  this  system 
was  the  illustrious  P.  F.  G.  Cabanis,  from  whom  ema- 
»ate  most  of  the  following  remarks. 

A  few  years  ago,  H.  Brougttam,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  ad- 
dressed to  the  late  excellent  Sir  S.  Romilly,  a  letter  on 
the  abuse  of  public  charities,  which  occasioned  some  of 
the  following  remarks. 

Je  n'  accorderai  mon  estime  aux  administrateurs,  que 
lorsque  la  verification  de  details  m'aura  prouve  que  le 
bien  qu'ils  operent  n'est  point  en  deca  des  processes 
que  donnent  les  apparences. 

It  is  most   disgraceful,  that  the    unfaithfulness 
and  injudiciousness,    proverbially    characteristic 
of  public  works,  could  have  extended   itself  to 
those   undertaken    professedly  for   the  relief  of 
misery.    Money  is  expended  in  vain,  unless  they 
who  direct  its  application,  have    knowledge,  at- 
tention and    perseverance.     Enormous  expense 
is  often  unnecessarily  incurred,  under  the  mista- 
ken idea  of  thus   accomplishing  useful    objects, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  erecting  a  sensible  mon- 
ument of  the( agents'  labour,  which  is  too    often 
a  monument  of  their  childish  vanity  and    ineffi- 
ciency, and  a  permanent  impediment  to  d«e  use- 
fulness of  the  institution.     Incalculable  mischief 
may  result  from  mistaken  plans,  if  they  are  the 
cause  of  substituting    inferior  means,  or  of  ex- 
hausting resources  which  might  have-been  more 
usefully  employed.     As  the    election   of  these 
agents  is  generally  optional  or  sought    on  the'r 
part,  they  are  responsible  for  the    consequences. 
It  is    unpardonable  to  undertake  important  pub- 
lic objects,  and  not  provide  the  best  means   the 
present  state  of  knowledge  suggests.     If  public 
agents  are  not  constantly  exposed  to  public   ex- 


amination, if  judiciousness  of  administration  is 
not  necessary  to  their  official  existence,  experi- 
ence too  often  shows  they  will  be  deficient. 

The  little  value,  set  on  the  opinions  of  peo- 
ple best  qualified  t©  determine  on  the  objects  for 
which  public  bodies  are  often  formed,  is  lamen- 
table. Errors  and -abuses,  acknowledged  such 
by  the  rest  of  the  world,  have  secret  favorers, 
who  seem  to  think  them  their  patrimony,  and 
defend  them  so  as  to  defeat  the  perseverance  of 
sensible  people.  The  best  plans  of  improvement 
often  meet  with  strong  opposition,  from  the-force 
of  habit,  prejudice,  pride,  laziness  and  obstinacy 
of  those  who  must  execute  them.  Some  people 
think,  an  institution  being  committed  to  them, 
they  areithe  sole  judges  of  every  thing  relating 
to  it,  whereas  they  are  mere  agents,  strictly  ac 
countable  to  their  electors.  Yet  stop  them,  who 
can?  they  think  themselves  right ;  who  shal 
convict  or  convince  them  of  error?  They  can 
not  be  expected  to  listen  to  advice,  or  to  fit  them- 
selves for  judging.  They  receive  with  weak, 
childish  jealousy  and  ill  grace,  decently  proffer- 
ed and  valuable  suggestion  of  persons  a  thousand 
times  better  informed  than  themselves,  whose 
advice  it  is  their  duty  and  interest  respectfully 
to  ask  and  be  grateful  for.  They  themselves 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  superior  to  the  disad- 
vantages of  inexperience.  The  paths  of  benev- 
olence are  so  widely  separated  from  those  of 
pride  and  selfishness,  we  may  offer  real  assistance 
to  persons  we  meet  in  them,  without  fear  it  will 
be  rejected.  Nothing  can  more  strongly  express 
folly  and  illiberality,  or  more  plainly  indicate 
interested  bias,  than  dislike  of  such  assist- 
ance. 

Let  not  people,  appointed  to  dispense  mercies, 
blast  them  in  their  hand,  and  frustrate  pure  in- 
tentions. Let  them  ever  be  ready  to  state  the 
true  circumstances  of  the  trust  committed  to  them. 
Art  ill  accords  with  the  simple  dignity  of  pure 
charity.  At  all  times,  truth  will  be  found  the 
best  policy. 

If  a  citizen,  lunatic,  sick,  &c.  has  not  property 
enough  to  pay  for  his  judicious  charge  and  main- 
tenance, our  laws  pi-ovide  that  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  his    town    or  ward    supply  the  defi- 
ciency, who,  from  proximity  to  him,  know  his  fin- 
ances and  relations.    In  cases  in  which  his  friends 
or  overseers  fail  in    their  duty,  it  is  a   less  exer- 
cise of  legislative  authority  to  compel    them    to 
give  him  the    best  means  of  comfort  and    care, 
than  to  compel  the  public,  whose  interest  in  him 
is  less  immediate.     We  should  not   give  tempta- 
tion or  facility  to  neglect  of  primary  duties  which 
bind  together  men,  Between  whom  intimate  rela- 
tions exist.     There  is  a  disposition  in  individuals 
and  in    communities,  to    transfer  their    responsi- 
bilities to  the  public,  and  to  larger  communities, 
that  expense  and  care,  being  subdivided,  may  be 
less  burdensome.     Thus  a  system  is  established, 
inviting  a      cat  multiplicity  of  burdens,  forming 
an  evil  m     h  greater    than  that  it  was    intended 
to  lessen.       'owever    ready  we  may  be    to  give 
to   the    dis     ^ssed,  relief  proportioned   to    their 
helplessness,  ^nd    to  the   imperfection  of   existing 
means  of  relief,  we  should  not  invite   persons  to 


become  unnecessarily  dependent  on  others,  spe- 
cially on  those  not  united  to  them  by  ties  of 
blood  or  near  social  relation.  Every  act  of  char- 
ity should  seek  to  be  founded  on  clear  informa- 
tion of  the  details  of  the  wants  of  the  objects, 
that  indolence  may  not  be  encouraged,  nor 
modest,  dignified  spirit  of  self-dependence,  a 
stiong  safe-guard  of  virtue,  be  lessened.  It  is 
as  much  a  duty  to  exercise  discrimination,  in  at- 
tempting to  remove  evil,  as  to  exercise  benevo- 
lence. Indiscriminate  charity  revolts  to  vice 
and  stumbles  on  abuse.  Chaiity  is  a  virtue, 
about  which  most  reasoning  is  necessary,  an  art 
requiring  great  study  and  skill,  in  which  excess 
of  zeal,  unreflective  sensibility,  and  what  are 
called  errors  on  the  right  side,  are  likely  to  be 
most  injurious,  and  in  public  bodies,  ten  times 
more,  as  they  act  on  a  large  scale,  producing 
immense  mischiefs,  of  which  expenditure  is  the 
least.  Gifts  are  not  always  benefits.  Enlighten- 
ed benevolence  shows  itself  in  discerning  the 
real  deficiencies  in  the  comforts  of  the  object  it 
would  relieve,  not  in  promiscuously  embracing 
it,  or  heaping  on  it  blessings  within  its  own  un- 
assisted reach,  and  then  exhausting  the  means 
of  future  necessary  succour.  We  are  apt  to 
give  credence  to  every  thing  which  bears  the 
name  of  charity,  not  considering  that  a  thing 
well  intended  may,  from  mismanagement,  prove 
a  scourge.  The  sum  of  general  good  may  be 
much  increased  by  judicious  direction  of  the 
streams  of  benevolence. 

Hospital-charity,    unnecessarily    applied,    de- 
stroys  economy  in  the    poor,  lessens  the  ties  of' 
family,   degrades    the    manners  of  the    people, 
whose  happiness  depends  on  self-respect.     Hos- 
pitals for  sick  are  designed  for  scarcely  any  oth- 
ers than  those  who    have  no    lodging   in  which 
charity  can   assist   them.     To  most  others,  the 
mischiefs  attending  them  exceed  their   advanta- 
ges.    A  sick  person,  under  care  of  his  family,  is 
useful  spectacle,  a  living  lesson  of  humanity,  a 
means  of  awakening  a  flow  of  precious  senti- 
ments.    If  he  be  a  parent,  a  brother,  a  child,  the 
cares  rendered,  how  do  they  strengthen  natural 
ties  !     tt  is  chiefly  in  misfortune  men  are  brought 
near  each  other.     The  shame  and  disgust  a  poor 
man  experiences  the  first  time  it  is    proposed  to 
him    to    go  to  a  hospital,  are   good  and    useful 
impressions.      Industry    and    economy  are    inti- 
mately connected  with  a  desire  of  saving  one's 
self  and  family,  in  age  and  sickness,  from  alms- 
dependence.     Without  this  desire,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  action  dependent  on  it,  the  people  can- 
not prosper.     This  should  never  be  weakened, 
by  holding-  out  to   them   a  gratuitous    supply  of 
their  wants.     Under   these    impressions,  it    has 
been  often  proposed  to  sell  the  estates  of  the  nu- 
merous French  hospitals,  which  h^.d  been  the  oc- 
casion   of  great,   and    apparently    irremediable 
abuses  and  mischiefs,  and  which  have  come  to  be 
considered  by  the  poor  as  their  patrimony,  prov- 
ing a  fruitful  source  of  unsteadiness  and  improv- 
idence.    However  greatly  and  suddenly  such  es- 
tablishments have    multiplied,  the    claimants   of 
their   privileges    have  multiplied  with  them   in 
quadruple  ratio. 
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As,  even  among  the  best  educated  people, 
where  the  most  noble  precepts  are  constantly 
enforced  by  the  best  examples,  great  mischiefs 
often  attend  the  expectation  of  inherited  advan- 
tages, so  we  daily  see  a  state  of  things  not  less 
deplorable,  where  the  mere  distant  prospect  ol 
want,  from  whatever  source,  anticipates  the  en- 
joyment of  the'surplus-bless.ngs  of  others,  with 
whom  it  has  no  ties  of  affinity. 

If  it  seems  a  natural  duty  that  parents  should, 
as  tar  as  possible,  superintend,  in  detail,  the  ed- 
ucation and  charge  of  their  children  ;  that  chil- 
dren, arrived  to  maturity,  should,  unless  for 
weighty  reasons  to  the  contrary,  sweeten  their 
parents1  happy  declining  days,  by  their  proximi- 
ty and  officious  returns  of  kindness  ;  if  the  most 
exalted  stale  of  society  is  exhibited  by  the  inti- 
mate union  of  domestic  connexions,  in  daily  ex 
change  of  friendly  offices  ;  if  a  community,  pre- 
senting no  tie  of  union  but  that  of  consanguinity, 
is  a  spectacle  abhorrent  and  disgraceful ;  what 
shall  we  think  of  a  system,  which,  for  the  sake 
of  supplying  a  few  deficiencies  in  the  comforts 
of  a  distressed  object,  unnecessarily  removes  him 
from  his  home,  and  deprives,  or  excuses  his  near- 
est friends  from  discharging  their  duties  to  him, 
and  from  exercising  their  best  affections  ? 

It  is  by  noticing  the  perversions  as  well  as  the 
great  advantages  of  charitable  institutions  that 
we  are  enabled  to  effect  their  best  results.  The 
history  of  errors,  properly  managed,  shortens 
the  road  to  truth. 


ELEPHANTIASIS— No.  II. 

Continued  from  page  21. 

In  Ieonline  leprosy,  the  lips  are  horribly  en- 
larged, extremely  livid  ;  the  teeth  covered  with 
black  slime,  extremely  fetid  ;  the  ears  monstrous, 
seem  to  belong  to  a  large  quadruped,  are  flab- 
by, soft,  readily  ulcerated,  and  seem  like  a  wide 
opening  full  of  peas.  The  cellular  texture, 
which  is  incessantly  disorganized,  is  converted 
into  a  fatty,  massy  fungus,  and  of  an  indescriba- 
ble form.  The  affected  limbs  swell  and  become 
so  hard  as  no  longer  to  receive  impressions  from 
the  fingers.  The  blotches  give  rise  to  warty 
excrescences  on  the  face,  legs,  palate,  and  seve- 
ral organs,  of  a  size  equal  to  that  of  an  egg. 
These  suppurate,  and  are  followed  by  dreadful 
scabs  and  ulcers,  which  devour  the  cartilage  and 
even  bones.  When  the  whole  body  is  convert- 
ed into  a  suppurating  mass,  all  the  living  parts 
are  rent  and  mortify ;  the  toes,  fingeF-s,  ears, 
nose  and  teeth  are  detached,  the  patient  sees 
death  destroy  him  piecemeal. 

The  ulcers  which  result  from  this  leprosy,  are 
of  a  dirty  red;  their  borders  elevated,  unequal, 
hard,  livid.  The  suppuration  resembles  the 
wash  from  meat  pots.  The  suppuration  does 
not  occasion  a  proportionate  weakness  ;  lepers, 
in  spite  of  it,  attend  to  their  usual  occupations. 
But  their  miseries  throw  them  into  dreadful 
melancholy  ;  life  becomes  insupportable.  Most 
frequently  they  are  deprived  of  sleep ;  when 
they  slumber-they  are  troubled  with  the  most 
painful  and  ominous  dreams.  Digestion  is  labo- 
rious, the  taste  depraved,  all  food  seems  insup- 
portable ;  the  urine  is  like  a  mare's,  perspira- 
tion embarrassed  and  painful ;  pulse  small,  com- 
pressed, often  imperceptible.  Insatiable  thirst 
is  frequent,  and  the  sufferings  in  satisfying  it, 
great,  on  account  of  the  state  of  ulceration  in 
(he  arch  of  the  palate. 


Lepers  have  great  aversion  to  coition  ;  the 
alteration  of  the  organs  of  generation,  and  the 
disturbance  in  menstruation,  may  well  account 
for  their  repugnance. 

The  disease  terminates  in  a  burning  fever,  bj' 
colliquative  sweat,  and  sometimes  purging  and 
vomiting.  The  smell  is  lost,  the  patients 
breathe  with  difficulty;  the  pulse  is  impercepti- 
ble, they  exhale  the  most  infectious  miasmata^and 
die  in  horrid  marasmus. 

The  tubercular  leprosy  known  to  the  ancients, 
so  dreaded  in  Arabia,  Greece  and  Egypt,  is  the 
most  common  of  the  leprous  genus  ;  we  see  it 
prevail  in  the  two  Indies,  and  especially  at  Cay- 
enne, Surinam,  Barbadoes,  Isle  of  France  and 
Isle  of  Bourbon,  where  it  is  epidemic.  It  is 
known  by  the  name  of  "  Mai  rouge"  in  the  Fr. 
American  colonies.  Several  countries  of  Europe 
offer  frequent  instances  of  it.  It  is  transmitted 
from  generation  to  generation:  for  example,  in 
Piedmont,  particularly  in  the  sullay  d'Aost,  in 
the  deparf merit  of  the  maritime  Alps,  of  the 
meutbs  of  the  Rhine,  &c. 

Vitrolles  is  a  village  4  leagues  from  Marseilles, 
situated  on  calcareous  rocks,  which  command  the 
salt-ponds  of  Berne  and  Marignan,  which  are  at 
half  a  league's  distance,  and  bounded  on  the 
east  and  north  by  other  rocks  of  greater  eleva- 
tions, which  surround  the  village  in  a  semi-lunar 
form.  The  population  is  1500.  M.  Valentin  could 
discover  theFe  but  five  lepers.  The  surgeon  of 
the  place  told  him  there  had  been  formerly  a 
much  greater  number.  This  surgeon  had  open- 
ed the  body  of  a  woman,  dead  in  consequence 
of  elephantiasis :  all  the  viscera,  and  the  cavities 
which  contained  them,  were  in  the  natural  state. 
The  cutaneous  and  subcutaneous  tumours  were 
formed  of  little  cysts,  enclosing  a  reddish,  gluti- 
nous humour.  The  surgeon,  who  had  practised 
in  the  village  50  years,  said  leprosy  was  never 
propagated  by  contagion,  but  always  hereditary  ; 
he  had  seen  but  a  single  exception  to  this  obser- 
vation ;  this  was  a  woman  of  23  years,  in  whom 
tubercular  leprosy  appeared  after  a  fall  into  a 
well:  her  father,  mother,  and  grandfather  had 
not  been  leprous.  M.  V.  by  all  his  researches, 
was  unable  to  find  any  leprous  people  at  Mar- 
tigues,  a  small  neighbouring  village.  There  had, 
been  some  there  formerly  ;  the  leprosy  there  had 
been  endemic  and  hereditary  ;  it  gradually  be- 
came extinct.  A  few  years  since  2  or  3  leprous 
persons  were  there ;  they  have  died,  without 
having  left  to  their  children  the  fatal  inheritance. 
M.  V.  from  very  exact  observations,  thinks  lep- 
rosy has  existed  from  time  immemorial  in  differ- 
ent places  round  the  lakes  of  Berne  and  Marig- 
non,  which  are  near  Vitrolles,  also  in  Lower 
Provence. 

Louis  Gueridon,  unmarried,  of  about  36  years, 
had  his  face  covered  with  little  unequal  tumours, 
of  which  the  greatest  number  were  of  the  size 
of  a  large  pea,  some  of  them  bluish.  The  larg-, 
est  covered  4he  whole  forehead  :  those  towards 
the  root  of  the  nose,  had  the  dimensions  of  large 
hazle  nuts.  Their  greatest  diameter  was  per- 
pendicular; they  were  contiguous,  soft,  some- 
what wrinkled,  insensible.  A  tumour  covered 
the  thyroid  cartilage,  and  from  its  centre  exuded 
a  little  sanies :  it  was  the  only  one  in  suppura- 
tion. 

The  voice  had  become  hoarse  and  disagreea- 
ble ;  by  degrees  it  was  entirely  lost :  when  M.  V. 
observed  the  disease,  there  was  complete  apho- 


ny. The  palate  was  destroyed,  a  ring  very  cal- 
lous, covered  with  tubercles,  formed  the  entrance 
of  the  pharynx  ;  two  or  three  tubercles  were  in 
the  centre  of  the  palatine  arch,  whose  colour 
announced  approaching  disorganization.  The 
lips  and  gums  were  livid.  A  great  number  of  ul- 
cerations, like  pimples,  or  blisters  of  copper- 
colour,  hard  and  insensible,  prevailed  on  the  ex- 
tremities ;  the  legs  were  covered  with  them ;  some 
were  scaly;  they  seemed  insensible.  The  as- 
pect of  the  patient  was  horrible ;  he  did  not  suf- 
fer ;  his  respiration  only  was  oppressed,  when 
he  performed  any  labour,  or  even  when  he  wish- 
ed to  endeavour  to  make  his  words  intelligible. 
His  appetite  and  sleep,  were  sufficiently  good; 
he  had  preserved  his  hair ;  it  was  8  years  since 
the  appearance  of  the  first  symptoms.  He  had 
been  a  soldier,  had  been  well  till  this  time,  and 
had  never  been  affected  with  syphilis.  In  1811 
his  condition  was  greatly  exasperated  ;  the  inte- 
rior of  the  mouth  was  so  ulcerated,  he  experi- 
enced the  greatest  difficulty  in  speaking,  breath- 
ing and  eating.  An  enormous  ulcer  covered  the 
right  leg.  -  Three  years  have  since  elapsed  ;  un- 
doubtedly death  has  relieved  him  from  his  suf- 
ferings. 

Elizabeth  Delui,  wife  of  Dessalle,  at  36,  had 
been  leprous  6  or  7  years.  Her  face  was  thin, 
complexion  livid,  eyes  sunk  and  ghastly ;  she 
spoke  through  her  nose,  and  complained  of  an 
inconvenient  sensation  in  her  throat.  The  fin- 
gers were  entirely  drawn  up,  and  locked  on  the 
palm  of  the  hand  ;  all  the  nails  were  destroyed, 
some  phalanges  detached.  The  little  finger  of 
the  right  hand  had  come  off  almost  without  any 
appearance  of  suppuration  ;  the  little  finger  of 
the  other  hand  appeared  ready  to  come  off  also. 
On  the  inner  side  of  one  hand,  were  large  super- 
ficial ulcerations,  with  callous  borders  ;  the  fin- 
gers bore  marks  of  ulcers  and  scales  :  each  el- 
bow was  covered  with  them.  There  were  on 
the  fore  arm,  here  and  there  small  tubercles  ; 
all  the  parts  affected  were  insensible.  M.  Val- 
entin was  unable  to  see  the  lower  extremities. 
The  patient  affirmed  they  were  sound.  This 
woman,  an  example  of  patience,  was  deprived  ef 
sleep  ;  nursed  a  very  pale  child,  whom  she  had 
borne  6  months  before.  The  breasts  were  flab-^ 
by,  and  appeared  to  have  lost  their  milk.  She 
had  a  daughter  of  16  years,  not  marriageable, 
though  she  appeared  in  good  health. 

Gairon,  a  married  woman,  aged  30,  of  the 
maiden  name  Delui,  cousin  of  the  preceding,  had 
on  her  extremities  small  sub-cutaneous,  and 
moveable  tumours,  from  the  size  of  a  small  pea, 
to  that  of  a  nut.  Tubercles  were  rising  on  the 
face  and  on  the  body,  in  many  places  covered 
with  a  scaly  epidermis.  One  of  the  nasal  cavi- 
ties was  ulcerated  ;  she  had  the  nasal  accent ; 
the  voice  began  to  grow  hoarse.  The  attack  of 
the  disease  occurred  two  years  before.  She  had 
two  children,  born  since  her  attack  ;  they  enjoy- 
ed good  health.  She  was  melancholy,  but  per- 
formed regularly  all  her  duties. 

Maria  Constant  was  56  years  of  age,  and  had 
had  only  slight  symptoms  of  the  disease  for  24 
years.  Her  eon,  aged  31,  had  felt,  for  3  years, 
general  anxiety,  irregular  pains  in  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, which  sometimes  obliged  him  to  quit 
his  labours. 

It  results,  from  inquiries  made  at  these  places 
by  M.  Valentin,  that  a  whole  family  has  perished 
by  leprosy   at  Vitrolles,  that   there    exist  other; 
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families  in  which  individuals  have  died  with  this 
disease,  but  that  those  who  have  survived,  ap- 
peared exempt  from  it,  at  the  time  the  observ- 
er was  at  Vitrolles  ;  that  the  leprosy  is  not  trans- 
mitted, except  from  fathers  and  mothers  to  their 
children  or  grand-children,  lor  olten  one  gene- 
ration has  been  entirely  free  from  it ;  that  of  late 
the  leprosy  has  not  appeared  till  the  age  of  pu- 
berty, and  in  some  individuals  of  20  or  25  years  ; 
among  women  after  their  first  confinement ;  that 
almost  all  the  patients  refer  the  attacks  of  the 
eruptions,  to  an  interruption  of  perspiration,  to 
the  sudden  impression  of  cold  water  on  the  skin, 
and  that  the  sick  yield  to  the  disease,  some  in  less 
than  3  or  4  years,  while  others  livo  12  years  or 
more  with  it. 

Since  the  period  of  which  M.  V.  speaks,  M. 
Raynard,  a  very  distinguished  physician  at  Aix, 
having  visited  Vitrolles,  discovered  several  new 
patients  tainted  with  tubercular  leprosy,  which 
continues  to  be  perpetuated  in  this  village.  M. 
Ra.  attended,  at  the  same  time,  1811,  at  the  hos- 
pital of  Aix,  a  woman  with  tubercular  leprosy; 
the  disease,  which  had  lasted  long,  acquired  a 
character  which  rendered  probable  the  speedy 
end  of  the  patient. 

M.  L.  Valentine  has  seen,  at  Marseilles,  an  Asi- 
atic, attacked  by  elephantine  leprosy,  which 
made  its  appearance  in  Egypt,  and  which  he  had 
suffered  under  25  years.  This  man,  then  55 
years  old,  appeared  robust,  and  experienced  no 
trouble  in  performing  his  functions.  Tadi,  about 
the  age  of  30,  being  a  mamaluke  in  Egypt,  felt 
an  extreme  weakness,  fell  unconsciously,  had  a 
shivering  fit  of  about  2  hours,  followed  by  a  long 
course  of  fever;  alter  this  attack,  the  right  leg 
became  red  and  erysipelatous.  An  application 
was  made  to  this  part,  of  fenugreek  and  olive 
oil.  At  the  end  of  8  days,  the  erysipelas  was  cur- 
ed. From  this  time  the  leg  began  to  harden  and 
enlarge.  Both  legs  were  affected  when  M.  Val- 
entine saw  the  patient ;  the  size  of  the  right  leg 
was  nearly  uniform  its  whole  length.  This  ex- 
tremity, separated  in  a  manner  from  the  knee, 
by  a  deep  groove,  resembled  a  muff.  Above 
the  heel,  there  was  from  one  ankle  to  the  other, 
a  cavity  or  semi-circular  groove,  which  behind 
only,  seemed  to  separate  the  leg  from  the  foot. 
Above  the  centre  of  this  groove  the  inferior  and 
posteiior  part  of  the  leg  terminated  in  a  roll,  in 
the  form  of  a  conic  prominence,  very  hard,  re- 
sembling that  kind  of  soft  horn,  called  orgot, 
which  is  found  behind  the  fetlock-joint  of  a  horse. 

The  foot  was  hard  and  swelled,  but  not  in  the 
same  proportion  with  the  leg;  it  presented  a 
cicatrice  in  the  middle  of  its  surface.  There  ap- 
peared, here  and  there  round  the  leg,  specially 
at  its  upper  and  external  part,  where  it  seemed 
that  they  had  applied  caustieks,  scars  of  more,  or 
less  extent.  The  inferior  and  anterior  third  of 
this  extremity,  and  a  part  of  the  instep,  were 
covered  with  a  skin  hard  as  tvood,  and  cracked 
in  different  directions.  This  skin  was  insensible  ; 
the  intervals  of  the  cracks  resembling  a  kind  of 
scale,  very  dense  and  of  a  dirty  brown  colour. 
The  circumference  of  the  leg,  towards  its  upper 
part,  was  29  inches.  The  left  leg  had  begun,  8 
years  before,  to  swell  like  the  other,  after  an  at- 
tack of  fever  and  erysipelas.  The  skin  was 
equally  hard  and  shining,  and  preserved  its  na- 
tural colour.  Its  circumference,  a  little  above 
the  middle,  was  13  inches.  The  patient  had  a 
cautery  at  its  upper  and  internal  side. 


While  he  was  at  Marseilles,  he  had  7  or  8 
ittacks  of  fever;  once  the  scrotum  had  swell- 
ed considerably  for  about  a  month  ;  then  the 
right  leg,  the  only  one  affected,  diminished  much 
in  size  ;  it  afterwards  recovered  its  volume, when 
the  swelling  of  the  scrotum  was  entirely  dispers- 
ed. He  still  appeared  robust,  and  sometimes 
walked  :  his  infirmity  was  not  suspected,  as  he 
concealed  it  by  a  long  robe. 

Pierre  A.  Curew,  aged  40,  of  a  dark  complex- 
ion and  middle  stature,  orphan  of  the  Hospital 
of  Charity  at  Lyons^was  affected  with  serophula 
from  infancy,  and  with  elephantiasis  in  the  right 
leg  from  the  year  1793.  Numerous  »icatrices 
occupy  the  under  part  of  the  jaw,  from  one  ear 
to  the  other.  There  is  a  very  deep  one  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  thigh,  towards  its  lower  part: 
but  below,  and  on  all  the  inner  side  of  the  knee 
of  the  leg  with  elephantiasis,  there  are  other 
cicatrices  and  ulcers  in  suppuration. 

This  man  is  crippled  in  both  hands,  especially 
the  ri^ht,  by  caries.  There  only  remains  of  the 
two  phalanges  of  the  thumb,  a  small  pointed 
stump,  about  three  lines  in  length.  The  exfoli- 
ation of  the  second  bone  of  the  metacarpus  has 
diminished  the  length  of  the  index  finger,  which 
has  deviated  from  its  natural  direction.  There 
are  other  equally^great  alterations,evidently  from 
the  inveterate  existence  of  the  scrophulous  taint. 

When  M.  V.  saw  the  patient,  the  leg  and  foot 
were  considerably  swelled.  The  hardening  of 
the  cellular  tissue,  the  unequal  tumours  on  the 
lower  part  cf  the  leg,  the  apparent  absence  of 
the  toes,  the  white  and  greenish  colour  of  the 
foot,  contrasted  with  the  reddish  colour  of  the 
leg,  gave  to  this  limb  an  entirely  deformed  and 
disgusting  aspect.  A  roller,  methodically  appli- 
ed as  a  compiess,  from  below  upwards,  covered 
these  parts,  up  to  the  inferior  third  of  the  thigh. 
This  treatment,  constantly  employed'  by  the  pa- 
tient himself,  by  advice  of  M.  Martin,  a  skilful 
physician  of  Lyons,  has  undoubtedly  restrained 
the  leg's  increase  in  volume  :  in  other  respects 
it  facilitates  its  progress. 

The  swelling  of  the  foot  was  harder  than  that 
of  the  leg.  This  last  was  in  general  less  shin- 
ing, and  the  skin  preserved  more  redness  and 
sensibility  than  Tadi's,  and  some  other  elephan- 
tine patients  whom  M.  Valentin  had  seen  in 
America.  The  instep,  and  the  upper  surface  of 
the  foot,  especially  anteriourly,  were  covered 
with  scales,  very  hard  and  closely  adhering,  of 
a  dirty  or  greenish  brown,  like  the  bark  of  cer- 
tain trees,  moderately  covered  with  a  species  of 
Lichen.  Some  furrowed  intervals  about  the 
middle,  were  filled  with  whitish  scales,  smaller, 
and  somewhat  furfuraceous. 

The  toes  seemed  entirely  to  have  disappear- 
ed :  it  was  only  by  examining  the  sole  of  the 
foot,  that  a  trace  of  the  four  last  could  be  distin- 
guished. The  great  toe  was  so  distorted  below 
and  to  one  side,  that  its  end  only  could  be  per- 
ceived towards  the  middle  and  inner  side  of  the 
foot.  The  region  of  the  ankles,  of  this  hideous 
extremity,  offered  the  following  peculiar  appear- 
ances ;  on  the  outer  one,  3  of  a  kind  of  prominent 
lobes,  separated  by  two  deep  fissures,  in  a  direc- 
tion from  before,  backwards.  The  middle  lobe, 
moderately  large,  had  a  triangular  form,  whose 
largest  extremity  was  posterior  and  outward. 
The  inner  ankle  was  covered  with  a  turoour, 
depressed  by  two  hollows,  or  a  kind  of  superfi- 
cial gutters.     The  heel  appeared  separated  from 


the  leg,  by  the  continuation  of  the  external  and 
superior  fissures,  so  that  this  occupied  three 
fourths  of  the  circumference  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  limb. 

The  leg  was  17  and  a  half  inches  in  circum- 
ference, at  its  lower  part;  near  the  ankles,  18 
inches.  The  circumference  of  the  foot  in  the 
middle,  was  13  and  a  half  inches.  The  thigh 
of  the  same  side  was  emaciated.  The  left  low- 
er extremity  did  not  participate  in  the  disease. 

The  patient  said  that  the  swelling  of  his  leg 
began  during  the  siege  of  Lyons,  in  1793,  with 
a  vivid,  erysipelatous  redness,  accompanied  by 
a  fever,  which  lasted  8  or  10  days. 

Pierre  Farand,  of  Nice,  aged  50,  5  feet  7  inch^ 
es  in  height,  is  affected  with  elephantiasis  in  the 
(wo  lower  extremities,  to  such  a  degree,  that  it 
is  perhaps  the  only  example  of  an  affection  of 
this  nature,  which  has  occurred  at  Ihis  recent 
period  in  Europe. 

When  the  observations  were  taken,  Farand's 
disease  had  manifested  itself  about  20  years,  by 
erysipelas,  an  attack  of  fever,  phlyctasna  and  an 
ulcer;  his  employment  was  fishing.  For  15 
years,  the  left  leg  only  was  affected.  The  righf. 
one  has  been  since  covered  with  erj'sipelas.  18 
months  after,  it  swelled  and  became  hard  like 
the  left.  The  skin  on  each  extremity  thicken- 
ed, hardened,  became  wrinkled,  cracked,  furrow- 
ed, warty  and  scaly.  Notwithstanding  the  en- 
ormous swelling  of  the  lower  extremities,  in 
which  the  toes  are  absorbed,  and  in  spite  of  a 
protuberance  on  the  middle  and  inner  part  of  the 
left  thigh,  which  obstruct*  his  progress,  Farand 
has  gone  through  Italy  as  a  mendicant. 

The  circumference  of  the  right  leg,  near  the 
ankles,  is  20  inches.  That  of  the  calf  of  the 
leg,  of  the  knees,  and  the  lower  third  of  the 
thigh,  where  the  skin  is  natural,  is  from  24  to 
26  inches. 

The  circumference  of  the  left  leg,  near  the 
ankles,  is  from  22  to  24  inches.  That  of  the 
middle  of  the  leg,  and  of  the  ham,  is  from  30  to 
32  inches.  That  of  the  inferior  third  of  the 
thigh,  is  from  34  to  35  inches,  and  that  of  the 
part  occupied  by  the  roll,  is  from  40  to  42  inches. 
The  left  foot  is  larger  and  more  deformed  than 
the  right. 

Elephantiasis  appears  more  commonly  in 
warm,  than  in  temperate  climates  ;  but  examples 
occur  in  these. 

Marguerite  Andre,  aged  33,  living  at  Mare- 
ville,  near  Nancy,  is  affected  with  a  monstrous 
elephantiasis  in  all  the  right  lower  extremities. 
She  is  emaciated  in  every  other  part  of  her  body, 
has  a  slow  fever,  occasioned  by  the  pain  arising 
from  a  horrible  ulcer  on  the  affected  leg.  When 
she  was  born,  the  whole  limb  was  a  little  larger 
than  the  left.  About  the  age  of  7  or  8,  its  vol- 
ume began  to  increase,  after  an  erysipelatous  red- 
ness, which  appeared  on  the  thigh  or  leg.  This 
erysipelas  appeared  8  or  10  times,  every  year, 
with  a  little  fever. 

One's  view  of  a  subject  may  be  correct,  from 
the  facts  he  has  seen  ;  more  extensive  experi- 
ence may  suggest  another  view. 


A  child  fell  from  a  window  of  a  second  storj% 
on  to  the  corner  of  a  sharp  door  stone,  and  beat 
in  the  whole  of  the  os  frontis.  The  occipito 
frontalis  and  integuments  were  cut  through  ;  a 
large  portion  of  the  brain  was  left  on  the  stone^v 
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and  gushed  out  on  lifting  it  np.     The  child  lived  I  es  of  men  who  have  gained  celebrity  from  reduc 
two  days  in  this  situation.    The  quantity  of  blood  |  ing  luxations  of  the  foot,  that  never  existed, 
that  escaped,  was  inconsiderable,  when  compar 


ed  with  rupture  of  so  many  delicate  vessels 

There  was  a  convulsive  action  of  the  dia- 
phragm, and  continued  throwing  of  the  limbs, 
till  life  was  finally  extinguished.  For  hours  to- 
gether, by  opening  the  wound  to  its  greatest  ex- 
tent, 1  examined  the  waving  motion  of  the  brain, 


which  continued  to  the  last. 


Ed. 


JOINTS.— No.  II. 

All  writers  strongly  enjoin,  to  make  immediate 
exertion,  after  birth,  to  mould  club  feet  into  prop- 
er shape  and  situation. 

There  are  living  instances,  of  father,  son  and 
grand  child,  all  born  with  this  malformation  or 
rather  deformity.  It  is  peculiar  to  most  of  the 
families  by  the  name  of  Kendall,  throughout 
New  England,  to  have  five  lingers  on  one  hand 
or  the  other,  and  a  supernumerary  number  of 
toes.  Sometimes  there  may  not  be  more  than 
one,  out  of  a  family  of  nine  or  ten,  that  bears  this 
mark  of  the  original  stock.  It  is  well  attested, 
that  the  hare  lip  is  propagated  in  some  families 
from  generation  to  generation.  We  are  acquaint 
ed  with  a  hare  lipped  man  in  Worcester  co.  four 
of  his  six  children  have  hare  lip ;  no  palatine 
process ;  the  mouth  and  nose  are  one  common 
cavitv. 

In  distortion  of  the  ankles,  the  tibia,  fibula  and 
astragalus  are  specially  altered  from  their  true 
position.  The  most  common  form  of  club  foot, 
consists  in  a  twist  of  the  astragalus,  from  the 
scaphoid  cavity ;  the  os  calcis,  partially  taking 
its  place,  the  fibula,  jutting  down  so  low  by  the 
side  of  the  foot,  that  the  coronoid  process  rests 
when  the  heel  is  on  the  floor.  The  apparatus 
to  bring  the  ankle  and  foot  into  a  natural  posi- 
tion— consists  of  a  shoe,  one  or  more  iron  splints, 
straps,  buckles,  &.c.  by  which  permanent  pres- 
sure is  applied  and  continued,  till  the  bones  be- 
come hard.  The  bones  of  infants  can  be  form- 
ed gradually  into  any  shape,  and  by  confining 
them  in  moulds  or  giving  them  the  weight  of 
the  hind,  from  time  time,  their  shapes  can  be  al- 
tered or  their  deformities  partially  obliterated. 
An  English  surgical  instrument  maker  says,  the 
tightness  or  binding  of  the  shoe  or  rod  on  any 
point  of  the  ankle,  will  on  that  spot  prevent  the 
functions  of  the  minute  arteries  which  deposit 
bony  substance — while  the  vessels  that  absorb 
the  earthy  particles  and  carry  from  the  centre 
of  their  action,  act  in  full  vigour, — by  this,  a 
knob  on  a  bone  may  be  prevented  from  increas- 
ing, while  another  set  of  vessels  are  absorbing, 
and  diminishing  its  size.  The  deformity  often 
consists  of  a  curve  at  the  ankle  and  another  in  the 
toot,  deficiency  of  bone  on  the  inside  of  the  foot; 
the  cuneiform  bones  are  too  small — or  rather 
a  deficiency  of  bone,  that  eqnals,  in  space,  one 
of  those  bones  ;  bat  there  will  exist  on  the  top, 
too  much  bone — the  superior  parts  of  the  cunei- 
form bone  arc  preportionably  too  large.  Dr. 
Physic,  of  Philadelphia,  has  invented  a  club-foot- 
shoe,  that  presses  these  hones  into  their  true 
arch,  and  almost  invariably  produces  radical 
change.  It  is  necessary  to  commence  the  treat- 
ment immediately  after  birth, — while  the  bones 
are  Cartilaginous  and  flexible;  otherwise,  the 
moet  judicious  management  will  be  abortive. 

The  bones  of  the    tarsus  are  very  rarely  dis- 
jointed.    We  have  several  well  attested  instanc- 


SEPULTURE.— No.  V^ 
In  summer,  1783,  M.  Faure,  merchant  of  Nar- 
bonne,  Lower  Languedoc,  bought  a  house,  pre- 
viously occupied  as  an  anatomical  hall.  In  dig- 
ging in  the  collar,  three  men  came  to  the  wall 
of  a  necessary,  the  covered  receptacle  of  the 
remains  of  dissected  bodies ;  they  extracted  a 
few  of  the  stones ;  an  offensive,  putrid  matter 
rushed  through  the  aperture  and  suffocated  them; 
they  died  in  two  days.  Mr.  F.  went  to  see  them; 
he  descended  but  two  or  three  steps,  fell  sense- 
less, and  died  in  4  days.  The  neighbours,  struck 
with  the  putrid  smell,  went  to  the  house  ;  of  9 
who  entered  to  bring  out  the  sufferers,  6  died. 
In  4  days  the  smell  increased  so  as  to  create  a 
pestilence  ;  the  neighbours  were  obliged  to  re- 
move ;  a  great  many  of  them  died.  The  mayor 
had  the  cellar  filled  up,  and  the  house  closed. 
The  malignant  effluvia  pervaded  the  town ;  a 
great  many  died  of  the  pestilence,  attended  with 
black  vomit.  During  the  calamity,  I  lived  with 
the  former  owner  of  the  house,  was  accurately 
informed  of  the  state  of  the  privy,  and  attentive 
to  the  progress  and  nature  of  the  disease. 
To  Dr.  J.  Vaughan,  of  Wilmington,  Del.     P.  C.  Varle. 

From  Rev.  Dr.  Render's  "  Tour  through  Germany.'''' 
Wed.  July  11th.     A  very  corpulent  lady  died 
at  -    — .     She   had   begged,  as  a  particular   fa- 


vour, to  be  buried  in  the  church,  which  was 
done,  Sat.  A  week  after,  a  very  full  con- 
gregation, upwards  of  900  persons,  attended 
chnrch,  it  being  the  day  for  the  sacrament.  In 
Germany,  people  who  wish  to  receive  the  sacra- 
ment, neither  eat  nor  drink  till  it  is  over.  A 
quarter  of  an  hour  after,  of  180  communicants, 
more  than  60  were  taken  ill ;  several  died  in  the 
most  violent  agonies  ;  others,  more  vigorous,- sur- 
vived by  medical  assistance.  Next  Sunday  a 
chalice  of  wine  was  put  on  the  altar;  in  less  than 
an  hour  the  wine  was  filled  with  myriads  of  in- 
sects ;  it  was  perceived  by,  the  sun's  rays,  they 
came  from  the  lady's  grave;  four  men  were  em- 
ployed to  open  it;  two  of  them  died  on  the  spot; 
the  others  were  saved  by  utmost  medical  exer- 
tion. The  corpse  was  an  entire  mass  of  putre- 
faction. It  was  clear  the  insects  and  effluvia 
from  the  body  caused  the  infection. 

Messrs.  Phelps  &  Farnham  have  this  day  published  a 
pamphlet  on  "  Burials  in  churches  and  towns."  Jt 
contains,  among  others,  the  following'  histories. 

A  grave-digger,  at  Montmorenci,1773,  acciden- 
tally opening  the  coffin  of  a  person  buried  a  year 
before,  was  suddenly  killed  by  a  vapour   issuing 

from  it. In  the  same   year,  a   vapour    arose, 

from  a  coffin  recently  buried,  during  a  funer- 
al ;  of  120  people  present,  114  became  sick  of  a 
putrid,  venemous  fever. — Cotie. 
.  Several  people  died  suddenly  at  Montmorenci, 
in  the  midst  of  the  infectious  emanations,  from 
an  old  coffin  dug  up  to  make  room  for  another. 

In  1746,  three  men  died  successively  from  at- 
tempting to  bury  a  corpse  under  a  church  in 
Montpelier.  A  fourth  was  withdrawn  merely  in 
time  to  be  saved,  after  a  severe  sickness.  Hi* 
clothes  and  body  exhaled  for  several  days  a  ca- 
daverous, sickening  odour. 

In  West  Linton,  a  boy  set  about  to  open  the 
projecting  corner  of  a  newly  made  grave  ;  as  soon 
as  he  had  penetrated  it}  a  strong  nauseous  smell 


issued ;  he  exclaimed  he  was  suffocated  ;  he  re- 
vived on  being  taken  out,  but  fell  immediately 
ill  of  a  petechial  fever,  of  which  he  died  the  7th 
day.  A  similar  fever  was  communicated  to  some 
of  the  people  who  had  attended  him  during  his 
illness. 

The  son  of  a  planter  of  Jamaica  was  stabbed 
in  England.  His  body  was  removed  in  a  leaden 
coffin  to  his  father's  mausoleum  in  the  parish, of 
Westmoreland.  A  carpenter,  repairing  the  mau- 
soleum, bored  a  hole  through  the  coffin;  a  most 
noxious  effluvia  instantly  issued,  which  stupified 
him  for  some  time  and  nearly  proved  fatal. — To 
Dr.  Isaac  Ball,  JV.  Y.         Dr.  W.  R.  of  Jamaica. 

In  the  war  between  the  Sicilians  and  Carthagi- 
nians, Hannibal  besieged  Agrigentum  (Girgenti) 
To  raise  a  wall  overlooking  the  city,  he  destroy- 
ed the  tombs  around  a  very  ancient  city  of  20,- 
000  inhabitants.  From  uncovering  and  disturb- 
ing so  many  dead,  arose  a  terrible  pestilence,  fa- 
tal to  immense  numbers  of  Carthaginians  and  to 
the  General.  The  healthiness  of  the  situation, 
the  season,  through  appointment  and  supplies  of 
the  Carthaginians  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the 
cause  of  the  sickness. 

On  removal  of  the  cemetery  of  the  Innocents, 
in  Paris,  among  other  victims,  M.  Thouret  con- 
tracted a  malignant  fever.  The  work  was  sus- 
pended in  summer. — Since  removal  of  these 
burying-grounds,  the  average  mortality  of  Paris 
has  diminished. — Bulletin  de  la  Soc.  Med.  1822. 

Dr.  Chambon  opened  the  abdomen  of  a  putres- 
cent body  ;  (M.  M.  Corion,  medical  student,  La- 
guerenne,  Dufresnoy,  &c.  were  present)  a 
vapour  horridly  fetid  issued ;  M.  Corion  fell 
down  faint,  and  died  in  30  hours  ;  L.  and  D»  re- 
mained long  in  a  languid  state,  from  which  D. 
never  recovered;  Chambon  had  fever. 

Claude  Perrault  died  after  dissecting  a  camel 
in  a  corrupt  state  ;  Taurin,  after  demonstrating 
on  some  putrid  human  bodies. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSAY,  M.  D.  of  Edinburgh,  will 
commence  his  summercourse  of  lectures  on  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  which  terminate  on  the  middle  of  October. 
The  first  month  will  be  occupied  in  delivering  the  phys- 
iological part  of  his  essays,  published  in  Europe,  found- 
ed on  anatomical  demonstration,  and  in  introducing  the 
student  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  arts  of  dissecting, 
and  in  a  new  manner  of  tilling  the  blood  vessels,  on  the 
brute  tribes,  as  the  medium  of  comparative  anatomy. 
The  lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  an  extensive  human, 
and  small  comparative  museum.  The  two  succeeding 
months  will  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  museum, 
from  the  book  of  Reference  to  the  preparations,  aided 
by  the  best  anatomical  authors.  Gentlemen,  in  the 
second  course,  demonstrate  the  lessons  of  the  day,  be- 
fore A.  R. 

A.  R.  begs  leave  to  solicit  the  aid  of  an  enlightened 
people  in  adoption  of  such  means  as  they  deem  most  ef- 
ficient, for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation,  in  dis- 
posing of  his  library  and  museum,  collected,  at  great 
expense  and  labour,  to  facilitate  the  knowledge  of  the 
most  important  of  sciences. 

The  arrangements  embrace  the  doctrines  of  Haller, 
Hunter  and    Cuvier. 

Epistolary  communications,  post  paid,  will  be  attend- 
ed to. 

Conway,  JV.  H.  May  Wth,  1823.  ep4w 
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ABDOxMINAL  TUBERCLES. 

W.  F.  S ,  Esq.  after  serving  an  arduous 

campaign  in  Ireland,  as  surgeon  of  the  Royal 
South  Gloucester  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  year 
1816,  and  suffering  from  dysentery,  became,  on 
return  to  England,  debilitated,  not  to  such  a  de- 
gree as  to  prevent  his  attending  to  his  ordinary 
occupations.  Sick  headach,  a  malady  he  had 
been  subject  to  for  many  years,  began  to  distress 
him  at  shorter  intervals;  the  fits  were  more?  se- 
vere, specially  after  any  little  irregularities  in 
diet ;  he  sometimes  seemed  gaining,  sometimes 
losing  ground,  till  29th  January,  1817,  when  he 
first  consulted  me.  He  complained  chiefly  of  a 
pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  diverging  in 
one  direction  to  the  scrobiculus  cordis,  in  the  oth- 
er nearly  to  the  spine.  Suspecting  a  disordered 
liver,  I  examined  him  in  various  positions,  but 
eould  only  discover  aa  apparent  tenderness  on 
the  left  lobe.  There  was  rather  a  diminution 
of  his  uneasy  sensations. 

He  went  on  foot  to  visit  a  patient  at  the  dis- 
tance of  twelve  miles.  On  his  return,  I  found 
him  by  accident  at  the  house  of  a  friend,  a  good 
deal  tired,  by  no  means  exhausted.  I  brought 
him  home  in  a  carriage ;  every  jog  gave  him 
pain  in  some  part  of  the  abdomen,  chiefly  about 
the  right  hypochondrium.  His  complaints  in- 
creased rapidly.  His  respites  from  pain,  or  an 
uneasiness  arising  from  a  sense  of  tightness,  as  if 
the  parts  within  were  compressed  with  a  ban- 
dage, were  short ;  except  on  May  2nd,  when,  af- 
ter a  copious  evacuation,  he  passed  the  whole 
day  in  perfect  ease,  and  danced  for  some  hours  in 
the  evening  with  a  party  of  friends  at  his  own 
house.  I  happened  to  be  there ;  he  said  he  was 
quite  well,  and  his  complaint  turned  out  to  be 
nothing  more  than  from  fasces  long  lodged  in  the 
colon. 

May  5th,  he  dined  with  me.  7th,  he  was 
cheerful,  but  complaining  of  uneasy  feelings.  8th, 
he  was  "  fairly  laid  up." 

15th,  the  belly  was  enlarged,  tender;  in  the 
right  side  he  had  occasionally  very, sharp  pain, 
which  was  much  increased  by  pressure.  There 
was  great  languor  and  distress,  and  that  anxious 
expression  of  the  countenance  which  constant  in- 
ternal uneasiness  occasions.  He  mentioned  the 
sense  of  weight  in  the  abdomen.  His  bowels 
were  very  irregular  in  action;  his  appetite  al- 
most gone  ;  thirst  very  urgent.  Any  thing  taken 
into  the  stomach  occasioned  great  distress.  The 
pulse  was  not  much  quicker  than  natural,  nor 
did  it  become  so  till  towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  disease. 

He  had  been  several^times  bled  from  the  arm. 
and  leeches  had  been  repeatedly  applied  to  the 
abdomen.  The  blood  was  inflamed,  relief  follow- 
ed each  evacuation  ;  but  the  disease  did  not  yield. 

19th.  He  has  been  bj<ed  from  the  arm  and 
leeched,  three  or  four  times  since  the  15th. 
These  operations  constantly  subdue  the  pain  for 
a  while,  particularly  the  former;  it  returns  again  ; 
every  position  is  uneasy.  This  morning  he  shav- 
ed himself ;  it  brought  on  all  but  fainting;  he 
continued  near  an  hour  in  this  state.  The  gen- 
oral  swelling  I  think  is  increased  :   the  abdomen 


presents  that  appearance  which  would  tell  you 
effusion  was  putting  the  integuments  on  the 
stretch:  1  could  not  discover  fluctuation.  Pres- 
sure on  every  part  of  the  surface,  gave  me  the 
idea  of  a  solid  mass  within,  or  at  least  a  general 
thickening.  His  countenance  is  of  a  better  aspect 
than  on  the  15th.  -The  bowels  are  sufficiently 
open  ;  the  stools  pass  with  that  kind  of  difficulty, 
which  arises  perhaps  less  from  the  want  of  mus- 
cular power  to  propel  them,  than  an  impediment 
from  the  bandages  which  it  is  to  be  ieared  nature 
has  woven  round  the  intestines. 

20th.  We  have  followed  blistering,  and  sina- 
pisms to  the  abdomen.  On  the  15th,  I  repeated 
the  bleeding  until  he  fainted.  Since  that  time 
the  oppression  and  pain  in  the  abdomen  have 
not  been  so  great,  but  have  never  left  him.  The 
debility  is  excessive  at  times,  with  sense  of  faint- 
ing. The  stomach  will  not  bear  solid  food  ;  his 
stools  produce  a  barm-like  mucus.* 

After  all  hopes  of  removing  the  disease  by 
bleeding  and  the  other  applications,  was  aban- 
doned, he  was  occasionally  purged  with  calomel 
and  colocynth ;  it  was  attempted  to  mitigate  his 
restlessness  and  uneasiness  by  some  of  the  ano- 
dyne extracts. 

24th.  He  had  great  relief  from  purgatives 
Thursday,  until  evening,  when  the  abdomen  be- 
came much  distended  with  flatus.  We  repeated 
the  hysoscyamus  and  extract  of  poppies  ;  he  had 
a  very  bad  night,  and  was  in  greatest  distress, 
from  desire  something  should  be  given  him  to 
pass  through  the  bowels.  A  purgative,  similar 
to  the  former  one,  was  repeated,  and  promoted 
by  salts  and  senna.  After  it,  he  said  he  was  free 
from  pain,  except  that  which  distension  occa- 
sioned. 

After  this,  warm  bath,  and  frictions  with  mer- 
curial ointment  on  the  abdomen,  and  purgatives, 
according  to  circumstances,  were  ordered. 

27th,  he  was  comparatively  easy  the  whole 
day,  dined  with  greater  appetite  than  at  any 
time  during  his  illness.  In  an  hour  after,  the 
distress  recommenced;  it  was  very  severe  during 
the  night.  He  took  decoction  of  cusparia,  with 
carbonate  of  potass  ;  it  gave  great  pain.  He  had 
several  evacuations  from  the  bowels;  the  abdo- 
men appeared  somewhat  diminished.  The  warm 
bath  afforded  temporary  relief.  Friction  with 
mercurial  ointment,  soothed  him  some  hours. 

23th.  When  he  could  be  half  recumbent,  in- 
clining to  the  left,  he  was  tolerably  tranquil. 
The  pain  at  times  was  very  oppressive  in  the 
small  of  the  back,  generally  more  at  the  sides  of 
the  abdomen.  At  this  time,  he  first  began  to  ex- 
press the  idea  that  the  "  intestines  were  all  in  a 
mass."  He  complained  of  a  burning  heat  in  the 
stomach.  The  pulse  continued  about  80.  Pur- 
gative medicines  operated  freely ;  pain  arose 
from  the  movements  and  disturbance  which  they 
occasioned  in  the  intestines.  The  warm  bath 
still  proved  higbly  beneficial.  He  continued 
tranquil  for  some  hours  after  it.  Yesterday  it 
was   repeated   twice.     While  in   the  water,  he 


*  This  symptom  I  had  observed  in  two  children  un- 
der this  disease  ;  and  in  a  young;  man  affected  with  all 
the  symptoms  of  this  malady.     March  12,  1818. 


complained  of  great  pain  arising  from  sense   of 
pressure  u  within  outwards." 

30th.  He  loses  strength  rapidly,  and  is  at 
times  quite  faint.  The  abdomen  remains  distend- 
ed, and  is  more  painful.  Warm  bath  ceases  to  re- 
lieve it ;  exertion  of  using  the  bath  wa's  last  time 
so  fatiguing,  he  is  not  inclined  to  try  it  again.  An 
artificial  Cheltenham  water  was  this  day  substi- 
tuted for  the  aloetic  purgative  which  he  kas  re- 
cently been  taking.  Distension  of  the  stomach, 
after  drinking  the  water,  was  (as  it  is  with  what- 
ever is  swallowed)  very  distressing.  The  coun- 
tenance is  become  peculiarly  sharp,  and  the  tem- 
ples much  sunk.;  tongue  of  a  bright  red  ;  pulse 
from  80  to  95.  He  cftmplains  at  times  of  a  se- 
vere pain  in  the  left  side,  in  the  course  of  the 
arch  of  the  colon.  Below  this  point  a  sharp 
ridge  can  be  felt,  under  which  the  fingers  can  be 
pushed.     It  proved  to  be  omentum. 

June  4th.  For  some  days  past,  on  examina- 
tion of  the  abdomen,  I  thought  that  I  coald  now 
and  then  perceive  fluctuation.  This  morning, 
this  matter  was  put  beyond  doubt. 

On  the  Cth  he  was  tapped.  The  relief  on  the 
flowing  of  the  fluid  was  at  first  very  great.  The 
ridge  became  much  more  manifest,  and  an  ir- 
regularly shaped  tumour  could  be  distinctly  felt. 
Although  two  gallons  of  yellow  serum  were  with- 
drawn, all  the  uneasy  feelings  soon  returned. 
The  sense  of  weight  became  quite  as  bad  as  ev- 
er, and  the  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen, 
increased.  The  countenance  seemed  exceeding- 
ly anxious  and  oppressed;  the  pulse  was  100, 
the  thirst  very  urgent. 

He  used  nitromuriatic  bath,  and  took  the  same 
acids  internally.  The  effects  of  the  bath  on  the 
mouth,  he  compared  to  those  from  extrication  of 
galvanic  fluid,  when  the  tongue  forms  part  of 
the  circle.  Every  other  expedient  that  could  be 
devised  for  lessening  his  suffering  was  tried,  with 
little  advantage. 

8th.  The  pain,  which  increased  after  the  ope- 
ration, had  continued  ever  since  ;  at  times  it  was 
"excruciating."  He  compares  4iis  sufferings  to 
the  scraping  with  wire  combs.  The  evacuations 
are  more  jelly-like.  The  pain,  when  the  intes- 
tines are  acting,  is  at  times  intolerable,  and  makes 
him  cry  out.  The. pulse  becomes  quicker;  the 
skin  is  dry.  The  burning  heat  at  the  stomach, 
irregularity  of  the  bowels,  vomiting,  the  distress 
after  eating  any  thing,  are  as  troublesome  as 
ever. 

16th,  the  operation  of  tapping  was  repeated. 
The  fluid  was  higher  coloured  than  the  last,  and 
about  two  thirds  of  the  quantity. 

On  the  17th,  he  felt  an  irresistible  desire  to 
leave  Berkeley,  and  go  about  three  miles  distant, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Severn.  Nothing  could  de- 
ter him  ;  his  mind  appeared  to  overcome  every 
feeling  of  fatigue  ;  he  was  much  easier  when  we 
arrived,  than  when  we  set  out.  He  continues 
to  vomit  a  bilious  viscid  matter,  not  so  dark  col- 
oured as  at  first.  The  stomach  now  rejects 
every  thing,  in  a  very  short  time ;  the  pain,  and 
great  oppression  has  increased,  the  pulse  is  fee- 
ble and  sinking,  and  has  a  thread-like  feel.  He 
is  much  altered,  losing  strength,  and   becoming 
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more  emaciated  daily.  A  few  days  ago,  his 
voice  was  weak  and  sharp  ;  it  is  now  hollow, 
deep,  and  hoarse.  This  change  took  place  on 
the  night  of  the  19th.     He  died  on  the  21st. 

The  bodv  was  examined  on  the  22nd.  Three 
pints  of  dark  coloured  fluid  had  collected  ;  no 
omentum  was  visible.  The  intestines  were  a  lit- 
tle redder  than  usual ;  they  adhered  together  ;. 
the  thickened,  tuberculated  state  of  the  perito- 
nei coat  was  every  where  seen.  The  accretions, 
which  united  the  convolutions  of  the  intestines, 
•were  by  no  means  so  dense  and  firm  as  I  had 
seen  them.  The  peritonasum,  where  it  lines  the 
abdomen,  shewed  the  diseased  structure  most 
perfectly.  In  some  places,  the  tubercles  were 
■well  denned,  having  patches  of  turgid  vessels  be 
tween  them  :  in  others,  this  distinctness  of  form 
was  not  found,  the  tubercles  having  coalesced, 
and  given  to  the  surface  a  rough  appearance, 
with  protuberances  of  various  sizes. 

A  large  irregularly  shaped  tuberculated  mass, 
occupied  part  of  the  epigastrium  and  left  hypo- 
chondrium.  It  bore  some  resemblance  to  a  dis- 
eased spleen;  it  was  the  omentum.  All  round 
it,  the  peritonagal  coat  of  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines was  much  thickened  ;  in  its  vicinity,  the  ag- 
glutination of  the  contiguous  parts  was  greatest. 

The  tubercles  on  the  curvature  of  the  stom- 
ach, near  to  where  the  omentum  was  attached 
to  that  organ,  were  very  large  and  numerous. 
The  thickness  of  the  omentum,  here,  was  an  inch 
and  a  half.  Part  of  the  arch  of  the  colon  was 
imbedded  in  its  substance.  Cut  into,  it  had  a 
firm,  cheesy  sort  of  texture;  some  portions  of  it 
shewed  distinct  circular  tubera,  corresponding 
with  the  inequalities  on  the  outer  surface.  They 
were  of  a  cream  colour,  the  interstitial  parts 
precisely  like  that  ef  the  spleen. 

The  mesentery  and  mesocolon  had  a  dense 
leathery  appearance,  and  were  studded  with  tu- 
bercles. AH  the  glands  were  enlarged.  The 
peritonaeum,  where  it  lines  the  diaphragm,  was 
nearly  half  an  inch  in  thickness.  The  cavity  of 
the  gall  bladder  was  filled  with  two  large  calcu- 
li ;  its  coats  were  much  diseased.  The  liver  was 
of  loose  texture,  and  of  copper  colour.  The 
spleen,  kidnies,  and  pancreas,  were  in  their  na- 
tural state. 

The  pleura,  excepting  some  old  adhesions, 
was  sound  ;  so  were  the  lungs. — E.  Jenner,  M. 
D.  Berkely,  Eng. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  tubercles,  in  the  liver, 
heart,  diaphragm,  serous  and  mucous  membrane,  &c. 
of  pigs,  and  on  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  of  sheep. 

From  the  JV.  E.  Joum.  of  Med.  and  Surg,  for  July. 

Feb.  26,  1823.— S.  set.  23,  traced  his  sickness  to  a 
small  cold  taken  3  months  ago  ;  had  cough,  sometimes 
expectoration,  hoarseness,  sense  of  tickling  under  the 
middle  of  the  sternum,  pulse  92 — 120  ;  said  he  had  lost 
considerable  flesh.  James  Jackson,  M.  D.  P.  examined 
the  thorax  by  percussion  and  stethoscope,  discovered 
nothing  unnatural.*  Perpetual  vesication  on  the  breast 
was  ordered,  and  other  usual  remedies.  S.'s  body  was 
examined  20  hours  after  death,  April  28  ;  was  consid- 
erabty  emaciated.  On  percussion,  every  part  of  the 
chest  resounded  well.  The  appearances  of  disease  in 
the  lungs  corresponded  with  the  symptoms.  The  right 
lungs  adhered  in  almost  every  part  to  the  parietes  and 
each  other,  specially  to  the  diaphragm.  The  pleura  of 
the  diaphragm  separated,  was  deeply  purple.  The 
whole  right  lungs,  from  tubercle,  felt  as  if  containing 
'•Jiot.  The  left  lungs  were  thickly  studded  with  tuber- 
cles.    The  pleura  over  the  right  side  of  the   mediasti- 

*  Great  disease  may  exist  in,  parts  intimately  con- 
nected with  vital  organs,  without  the  symptoms  syste- 
matic works  ttll  "us-  to  expect.     Scarce  an  organ,  ho w- 


num  felt  like  a  coarse  grater,  from  tubercles  in,  not  on, 
the  serous  membrane.  — «» — 

Abortion,  with  flooding,  in  which  the  placenta  was 
delivered  by  an  instrument.  By  John  Ran- 
dall, M.  D. 

Mrs.  A.,  in  October  last,  while  sitting  by  the 
fire  in  her  parlour,  about  9,  P.  M.  was  alarmed 
by  sudden  discharge  of  water  from  the  vagina. 
She  was  in  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy.  She 
had  once  miscarried,  and  had  been  the  mother 
of  three  children.  Immediately  quiet,  and  a 
cooling  diet  were  recommended,  and  an  anodyne 
pill.  On  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  from 
the  bursting  of  the  membranes,  labour-pains  com- 
menced, and  the  embryo  was  excluded  in  about 
three  hours.  After  waiting  an  hour,  a  finger  was 
extended  along  the  cord,  and  mouth  of  the  ute- 
rus was  examined.  The  sides  of  the  os  tincac  were 
firm  and  rigid,  and  closely  contracted  upon  the 
cord.  There  was  no  uncomfortable  symptom. 
The  patient  passed  a  comfortable  night,  but  the 
placenta  had  not  moved.  She  was  directed  ah 
ounce  of  castor  oil  to  open  the  bowels,  and  to 
take  lemonade  and  oatmeal  gruel  as  her  drink 
and  nourishment  for  the  day  ;  to  keep  quiet  in  a 
dark  chamber,  and  to  refuse  the  admission  of 
company  to  her  apartment.  The  oil  operated 
three  or  four  times  well.  On  the  morning  of 
the  third  day,  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made 
to  dilate  the  os  uteri.  On  the  morning  of  the 
fifth,  she  was  directed  an  injection  of  salt  and  wa- 
ter :  it  operated  well  four  times.  At  10  o'clock, 
P.  M.  she  was  sitting  on  the  chamber-pot,  which 
contained  two  quarts  ol  blood.  The  hemorrhage 
continued  unabated.  She  was  pale,  cold,  and 
trembling,  with  an  almost  extinguished  pulse. 
She  was  removed  immediately  to  the  bed,  and 
placed  in  a  recumbent  posture.  The  hemor- 
rhage abated  a  little.  The  os  tincae  was  exam- 
ined.  I  found  it  a  little  more  open.  The  neck  of 
the  uterus  was  also  thinner  and  softer.  The 
opening  was  t&o  small,  the  neck  of  the  uterus 
too  rigid  to  admit  two  or  three  fingers.  Irrita- 
tion applied  at  the  os  uteri  produced  no  effect. 
It  was  thought  best  to  employ  a  tampon  of  soft 
cloth,  not  having  sponge  at  hand,  as  the  best 
means  of  arresting  the  hemorrhage  for  the  short 
time  I  should  be  seeking  an  instrument. 

The  thing  that  presented  itself,  most  conveni- 
ent, was  a  small  male  catheter,  straightened  ; 
the-  female  catheter  was  too  short.  3-4  of 
an  inch  of  the  end  of  this  was  bent  to  an  an- 
gle of  80  degrees.  My  patient  was  placed  with 
her  hips  upon  the  edge  of  the  bed,  her  head  up- 
on pillows,  her  feet  in  chairs.  Firm  pressure 
was  made1  upon  the  abdomen  for  forcing  down 
the  uterus  as  far  as  possible  toward  the  opera- 
tor, to  fix  it  in  that  position,  and  to  aid  its  con- 
traction. The  left  hand,  with  the  thumb  and 
fingers  in  a  conical  form,  and  with  a  rotatory 
motion,,  was  introduced  into  the  vagintt.  The 
fore  finger  was  passed  through  the  mouth  of  the 
uterus,  and  the  right  side  of  the  placenta  about 
one  inch.  The  instrument  was  then  introduced 
upon  the  finger,  which   served  as  a  director  for 


ever  important,  has  not  been  found  almost  entirely  dis- 
organized, when  little  reason  appeared  to  expect  it. 
When  we  consider  all  the  phenomena  of  disease,  we 
shall  probably  discover  new  diagnostics. 

In  Mr.  Joshua  Powell,  apothecary,  who  died  last 
month,  set.  50,  a  portion  of  the  membrane  lining  the 
left  rib,  was  densely  cartilaginous,  6  inches  long,  3 
wide,  3-4  thick.  During  life,  disorder  of  the  chest  was 
not  suspected.     He  was  inclined  to  the  left  side. 


it,  when  its  heel  was  forced  down  upon  the  per-' 
inaeum,  and  the  curved  part  shot  over  and  beyond 
the  placenta.  It  was  then  brought  over  upon 
the  left  side  of  the  placenta  and  opposite  the  fin- 
ger, that  they  might  operate  together  as  antag- 
onist powers.  This  was  done  from  a  fear,  that 
an  attempt  to  deliver  by  the  hook  alone,  would 
prove  abortive,  by  reason  of  the  tenderness  of 
the  placenta,  arising  from  its  immaturity  and  its 
acquired  tendency  to  decomposition.  A  draught 
was  now  made  upon  the  after  birth  by  the  hook, 
at  the  same  time  the  finger  and  instrument  press- 
ed forcibly  together.  Thus  the  body  was  firmly 
fixed,  and  brought  down  the  os  uteri.  It  would 
not  pass  the.  os  tineas  without  violence,  owing  to 
the  great  inequality  between  the  size  of  the  pla- 
centa and  width  of  the  passage.  1  concluded  to 
hold  it  steadily  and  firmly  in  this  position,  in 
hopes  of  fatiguing  the  neck  of  the  uretus,  gradu- 
allj'  dilating  it  without  injury  ;  or,  by  so  strong  a 
stimulus,  as  this  exertion  would  occasion  to  the 
organ,  to  excite  it  to  action.  The  os  uteri  dilat- 
ed ;  after  about  ten  minutes  the  uterus  began 
to  contract,  and  the  placenta  was  delivered  en- 
tireduring  the  first  pain.  From  this  momentall 
hemorrhage  ceased.  The  great  dullness  and 
exhaustion  of  the  patient  required  her  to  be  put 
into  bed  as  soon  as  possible.  Hot  dry  flannels 
were  applied  to  the  extremities.  A  violent  spas- 
modic affection  occurred  at  this  time  in  the  left 
side  of  the  hypogastric  region.  This  yielded  in 
about  half  an  hour  to  90  drops  of  laudanum,  fric- 
tion, and  hot  flannels. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  a  crotchet  of  a  somewhat 
larger  angle,  than  the  ono  recommended  by  Dr. 
Dewees,  in  the  Philadelphia  Journal,  would  be 
better  suited  to  most  operators,  as  it  would  cover 
a  larger  surface,  be  less  likely  to  tear  through 
the  substance  to  be  removed  ;  that  a  flattening 
of  the  curvature  at  right  angles  to  the  handle 
would  improve  it. 

A  3roung  servant  woman  miscarried  at  the  end 
of  the  fifth  month.  She  cut  the  cord  close  to 
the  body.  The  placenta  remained.  Becoming 
unwell,  she  left  her  place  of  service,  and  went 
into  lodgings.  I  was  called  to  see  her  about  3 
weeks  after  the  miscarriage.  Her  chamber  was 
highly  offensive  from  the  odour  of  the  putrid  pla- 
centa, which  was  coming  away  in  divided  por- 
tions. She  had  a  black  tongue,  full  pulse,  hot 
skin,  with  wandering  pains,  and  occasional  delir- 
ium. A  large  swelling  occurred  on  the  left  side 
of  the  sacrum.  On  opening,  it  discharged  about 
a  quart  of  pus.  At  the  same  time,  on  the  same 
side,  a  large  tumour  took  place  upon  the  inside 
of  the  thigh,  midway  between  the  hip  and  knee, 
This  subsided  without  matter.  She  was  able  to 
walk  her  room  in  two  months,  but  was  not  well 
till  the  end_of  six.  She  is  now  the  mother  of 
several  children. — N.  E.  Joum. 

Boston  Medical  Lectures,  begin  3d  Wednesday 

in  November. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery  dol.  20 

Chymistry  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  10 

Materia  Medica  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  15 

Attendance  in  Hospital  10 

From   Sept.   21,  1821,  to  June  11,  1823,  have  heen 

performed  here 

2  operations  for  Prolapsus  ani, 

"  Stone  in  the  bladder, 

u.  Popliteal  aneurism, 
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Inguinal,*     (iliac  artery  was  tied) 
Fistula  in  ano 

"       over  the  ribs, 
"       lachrymal, 
Fractured  leg, 

"  compound, 

"  "  comminuted. 

Fractured  thigh, 

"  compound, 

"  "  communited, 

Patellae,     (compound) 
Os  humeri,     (comminuted) 
Hip  dislocated  in  iliac  notch, 
Necrosis, 
Phymosis, 
Eversion  of  eyelid, 
Artificial  pupil, 
Cataract. 
Amputation  of  leg, 
"  toes, 

"  breast. 

Extirpation  of  Tumour  from  the  breast, 
"  side, 

"  foot, 

Parotid  gland 
Removal  of  part  of  tibia, 

fragments  of  rib, 
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foreign  substances  from  the  globe  of  the 
eye. 


Division  of  Facial  nerve,  in  tic  douloureux, t 
"  inferior  maxil. — JV.  E.  Jouru. 


*  REFERENCES    TO    THE    PLATE. 

a  a     Edges  of  the  skin  and  cellular  membrane. 
b     Inferior  tendinous   portion   of  the  external  oblique, 
c  c     Lower  edges  of  the  internal  oblique   and  transver- 
salis   of  the   abdomen ;    the   fibres   are  divided    trans- 
versely. 
d     Aneurismal  tumour  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 

t  An  intensely  severe  tic,  which  had  seemed  no 
wise  mitigated  under  venesection,  emetics,  blisters,  is- 
sues, warm  bath,  opium,  stramonii,  ext.  grs.  xx.  coni, 
Sic.  was  completely  relieved  last  month  under  3  doses 
of  sulphate  of  iron,  a  dram  being  taken  hourly. 

NEURALGIA. 

A  labourer,  10  miles  from  Edinburgh,  55  years 
of  age,  of  a  sound  constitution,  was  attacked  with 
neuralgia  of  inferior  maxillary  nerve,  July,  181>9  ; 
I  divided  the  nerve  as  it  emerges  from  the  men- 
tal foramen  of  the  inferior  maxillary  nerve,  by 
cutting  the  lining  membrane  of  the  mouth  from 
the  gums,  precisely  below  the  second  molar 
tooth. 

From  the  moment  of  division,  he  was  no  long- 
er molested  with  pain.  The  wound  healed  in 
a  day  or  two,  and  he  returned  to  the  country, 
where  he  resumed  his  occupation,  and  enjoyed 
excellent  health,  until  in  December  last,  he  was 
awaked  with  the  same  pains. 

Feb.  3,  1821,  the  symptoms  were  nearly  the 
same  as  formerly.  They  returned  at  shorter  in- 
tervals, scarcely  five  minutes  intervening  between 
the  paroxj'sms. 

4th.  In  presence  of  Dr.  Duncan,  junior,  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica,  Mr.  Allan,-  surgeon 
to  the  Infirmary,  Dr.  Campbell,  lecturer  on  mid- 
wifery, Dr.  Miiligan  and  Dr.  Moore,  1  made  an 
incision  inside  of  the  mouth,  in  a  line  with  the 
inferior  maxillary  bone,  precisely  beneath  the 
molar  tooth,  separating  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  mouth  from  the  gums.  My  intention  was 
to  lay  bare  the  nerve,  and  remove  a  pi*ce  as 
formerly ;  but  in  this  I  was  disappointed  by  the 
old  cicatrix,  which  by  its  thickening  had  obscur- 
ed the  nerve,  where  I  presumed  it  had  formed  a 
junction.  The  mental  foramen  could  be  distinct- 
ly felt;  and  the  application  of  the  finger  or  knife 
excited  severe  twitchings.  I  cut  across  the  ner- 
tous   matter,  whith  relieved   him,  and   quieted 


the  convulsive  actions  of  the  muscles.  Tc  pre 
veet  reunion  of  the  nerve,  1  inserted  a  small  piece- 
of  dry  sponge  into  the  wound,  to  excite  suppu 
ration  and  gradual  grauulations. 

5lh.  He  had  passed  a  better  night  than  for  the 
last  ten  days,  but  felt  uneasy  from  the  sponge. 
The  wound  was  ulcerating  and  pouring  out  mat- 
ter; I  removed  the  sponge,  and  inserted  a  small 
piece  of  lint. 

6th.  The  pain  had  been  equally  severe  all 
night  as  before  the  operation.  I  prevailed  on 
him  to  allow  the  actual  cautery  to  be  applied  to 
the  wound  ;  i  endeavoured  to  sear  the  nerve  at 
the  foramen,  as  well  as  the  cut  twigs.  Next 
day,  as  he  had  felt  no  relief  from  the  cautery, 
1  scarified  all  round  the  foramen,  and  again  cau- 
terized. I  dreaded  exfoliation  of  the  bone ; 
which,  however,  I  find  was  intentionally  done  by 
Andre  in  one  case,  with  perfect  success.  He 
passed  a  much  better  night  compared  with  the 
preceding ;  next  day  I  repeated  the  cautery  to 
the  same  extent.  (Andre  exposed  the  maxilla- 
dental  nerve  at  its  exit  from  the  mental  hole,  re- 
moved a  piece  of  the  outside  of  the  jaw-bone, 
and  destroyed  as  much  of  the  nerve  as  he  could 
reach.  Complete  relief  followed  from  severe  suf- 
ermg  of  J  5  years.)  In  this  way  of  applying  the 
cautery,  which  always  mitigated  his  sufferings, 
I  continued  till  the  18th,  when  I  cut  the  inferior 
twig  of  the  facial  nerve,  which  communicates 
with  the  mental.  I  made  a  small  perpendicular 
incision  a  little  before  and  parallel  to  the  ramus 
of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone,  where  the  nerve 
emerg'es  out  of  the  parotid  gland  over  the  mas- 
seter  muscle.  I  then  divided  the  nerve,  and  re- 
moved a  piece,  about  the  fourth  of  an  inch. 

He  experienced  a  better  night  than  since  the 
last  return  of  the  complaint ;  the  following  day 
was  passed  with  intervals  of  two  hours  free  of 
paroxysms.  In  two  days  after,  the  pains  return- 
ad  as  severe  as  ever.  It  was  therefore  deemed 
advisable  to  extract  the  second  molar  tooth,  the 
point  where  the  pain  commenced,  and  cauterize 
down  to  the  canal  of  the  nerve.  This  was  done  ; 
no  relief,  excepting  for  a  short  while  after  the 
application  of  the  cautery.  The  same  was  re- 
peated for  -three  days  successively,  to  no  pur- 
pose. I  proposed  to  cut  first  the  inferior  maxil- 
lary nerve  as  it  enters  the  osseous  canal,  then 
the  facial,  at  its  exit  from  the  stylo-mastoid  fora- 
men, and  thirdly,  the  infra-orbitary,  indepen- 
Jent  of  what  I  urged  against  the  two  first  opera- 
tions by  Dr.  Haighton  and  Mr.  Swan. 

25th.  I  tried  to  divide  the  nerve,  by  intro- 
ducing from  the  inswde  of  the  mouth  a  sharp- 
pointed  curved  bistoury  along  the  inside  of  the 
coronoid  process  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone, 
between  it  and  the  pterygoideus  intemus  muscle 
to  the  foramen;  then  lateralizing  the  instrument 
outwards,  and  cutting  towards  me,  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  hooking-  the  nerve.  In  this  I  expe- 
rienced considerable  difficult}',  from  the  superi- 
or maxillary  shutting  up,  as  it  were,  the  space. 

27th.  The  pain  was  confined  to  the  seat  of 
the  extracted  tooth ;  this  was  cauterized.  As 
the  operation  of  yesterday  had  caused  considera- 
ble tumefaction,  so  as  to  prpvent  examination  of 
the  wound,  we  put  him  on  a  course  of  carbonate 
of  iron,  which  he  took  to  the  extent  of  two 
ounces  daily.     This  he  continued  to  the 

4th  of  March,   without    receiving   the    least 
benefit.    To-day  I  prevailed  on  him  to  allow  the 


application  of  the  moxa,  which  was  accordingly 
done  ;  but  he  could  scarcely  suffer  it. 

15th  March.     He  was  relieved  a  little  during 
the  afternoon  of  the  day  the  moxa  was  applied ; 
but  the  following  day  his  sufferings  were  as  se- 
vere as  ever :     I  again  attempted  to  divide  the 
nerve  as  it  entered  the  foramen  ;  in  place  of  the 
bistoury,  I   made   first  a  perpendicular  incision 
with  a  scalpel  close  to  the  Coronoid  process,  and 
then  introduced  a  round  shaped  gum  lancet  be- 
tween  the  process  and   the   internal  pterygoid 
muscle,  and  scarified  the  bone  at  the  foramen. 
When  the  lancet  reached  the  seat  of  the   nerve, 
the  pain  was  intolerable  ;  with  difficulty  he  could 
sit  till  I  cut  the  nerve  completely.     From  this 
moment  there  was  a  termination  to  all  his  suffer- 
ings, similar  to  what  had  occurred  after  the  first 
operation  in  December  1819  ;  from  this  time  he 
has  continued  well :  The   other  day  I  saw  him 
toiling  in  the  field  with  apparently  great  enjoy- 
ment of  life. — /.  Lizars,  F.  R.  S.  Teacher  of  Jin- 
at.  and  Surg.  Edin. 

The  operation  for  Congenital  Cataract^  according  to  the 
method  practised  by  Mr.  Saunders  of  London,  has  been 
successfully  performed  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Chandler,  of  Paw- 
let,  on  a  child  aged  twelve  months.  The  first  eye  re- 
quired two  operations,  the  other  three.  The  principal 
inconvenience  attending  operations  on  the  eye,  has  been 
their  liability  to  be  followed  by  severe  inflammation  of 
that  organ.  In  the  above  case,  no  inflammation  follow- 
ed any  of  the  operations,  except  in  one  instance,  and 
that  evidently  depending  on  a  circumstance  not  necess- 
arily connected  with  the  operation. 

In  Cambridgeport,  the  operation  was  performed  last 
week  on  a  girl,  aged  4  years.  It  has  been  performed 
on  a  boy,  aged  9  years,  5  times  ;  he  can  now  read  mu- 
sic: on  his  brother,  aged  5,  and  his  sister  3  years,  6 
times ;  both  have  been  somewhat  aided.  The  father, 
has  been  couched. 

Henry  Earle,  Esq.  assistant  surgeon  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's hospital,  and  surgeon  to  the  Foundling  hospital, 
London,  has  proposed  an  instrument  to  break  stones  in 
the  bladder.  It  is  described  and  represented  in  Med. 
Chirurg,  Trans,  xl.  92,  and  resembles  that  described  by 
Levret,  in  Obg.  sur  les  accouch.  laborieux. 


The  fatal  accident  attending  a  late  exhibition 
of  fire-works,  leads  us  to  hope  that  such  exhibi- 
tions will  be  very  rare.  They  necessarily  take 
place,  at  a  time  of  evening,  when  exposure  to 
the  air  seems  more  hurtful  than  we  can  readily 
account  for.  and  in  unsheltered  places.  The 
last  exhibition  of  this  kind  is  considered  to  have 
thus  proved  fatal  to  a  young  lady  of  this  city, 
and  the  preceding  one  to  an  estimable  father  or 
a  family.  To  such  events,  the  exhibition  pre- 
sents no  counterbalance. 


John  Wilson,  ast.  25,  a  stout  muscular  seaman, 
fractured  his  left  thigh  transversely,  below  the 
great  trochanter,  by  jumping  out  of  a  window  in 
his  sleep,  July,  1818.  The  limb  had  been  in  the 
bent  position  six  weeks,  when  he  was  removed 
to  the  hospital.  No  union  had  taken  place;  the 
limb  was  shortened  several  inches.  He  then 
was  placed  in  long  splints,  and  extension  kept 
up  for  4  weeks.  Occasionally  the  fractured  ends 
of  the  bone  were  rnoved  against  each  other ;  at 
the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  was  allowed  tq> 
get  up  ;  no  material  alteration  had  taken  place  : 
he  has  been  walking  on  crutches  for  months,  hav- 
ing a  bandage  firmly  bound  about  the  thigh.  An 
incision,  2  1-2  inches,  was  made  directly  above 
the  fracture,  gutting  at  once  through  the  integ;^ 


32 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 


ments,  and  to  the  bone.  A  firm  ligamentous 
union  existed  between  the  ends  of  the  bone,  the 
superior  portion  being  consideiably  raised  to- 
wards the  front  of  the  thigh.  The  union  was 
divided  transversely ;  considerable  hemorrhage 
followed.  The  next  step  was  to  pass  the  seton 
through  the  thigh.  A  trochar,  usually  employ- 
ed for  tapping  the  bladder  through  the  rectum, 
was  used.  It  required  great  force,  the  fracture 
being  so  oblique  as  to  .impede  the  instrument. 
We  succeeded,  after  several  attempts,  by  break- 
ing down  a  portion  of  the  sound  bone.  The  in- 
strument came  out  4  inches  above  the  first  inci- 
sion, through  the  vastus  externus  muscle.  The 
trochar  was  then  withdrawn,  and  the  canula  left 
in,  through  which  a  long  silver  probe  was  pass- 
ed, armed  with  a  skein  of  waxed  silk.  The  can- 
ula was  now  withdrawn,  and  the  silk  left  within 
the  wound.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were 
brought  together  by  adhesive  plaster,  secured 
firmly  by  compresses  on  each  side,  and  a  roller. 
Arterial  blood  continuing  to  flow,  apparently  as 
low  down  as  the  bone,  the  dressings  were  re- 
moved :  pressure  on  different  parts  was  tried  by 
the  finger  in  the  wound.  This  was  of  no  avail; 
blood  continued  to  flow  freely,  an  hour.  A  dry 
sponge  was  introduced,  which  filled  the  wound, 
und  was  pressed  upon  by  one  assistant ;  another, 
compressed  the  iliac  artery  as  it  comes  out  of 
the  pelvis.  In  two  hours  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  operation,  he  fainted  from  loss  of 
blood  ;  hemorrhage  ceased,  and  did  not  return  : 
no  blood  escaped  #om  the  lower  wound. 

Feb.  3d.  He  complains  of  severe  headach, 
has  vomited  occasionally  during  the  night ;  the 
thigh,  round  the  fracture,  is  much  swollen  :  the 
sponge  is  gradually  pushing  out  of  the  wound. 
He  complains  of  no  pain  in  the  limb  ;  pulse  is 
very  full,  tongue  coated.  Sumat.  ol.  Ric.  1  oz. 
Tt.  sen  oz,  1-2  oz.  m.  Apply  an  evaporating  lo- 
tion. 

6th.  Discharge  profuse  from  the  wound ; 
pulse  100,  no  discharge  from  the  bowels  for  two 
days.  Sum.  infus.  sennce  donee  alvus  respondeat  : 
cataplas.  com.  continuum. 

4th.  Pain  in  the  head  relieved.  Pulse  114, 
tongue  coated  ;  he  has  had  two  stools.  Suppu- 
ration commences,  and  throws  out  the  sponge. 
Dress  the  edges  with  a  digestive,  and  continue 
the  evaporating  lotion. 

5th.  Removed  the  sponge;  hebasless  fever. 
Pulse  102  ;  he  complains  of  no  pain  in  the  limb. 
Catapl.  Com.  - 

7th.  Very  comfortable,  discharge  copious  and 
healthy;  moved  the  seton  an  inch. 

9th.  Had  a  slight  delirium  last  evening ;  pulse 
80,  and  much  weaker;  discharge  very  copious. 
Vinum  pro  re  natu.  Complains  of  pain  in  the 
head.  R.  ol.  Ricin.  1  oz.  Tt  senrtce  1-2  oz.  R. 
Sp.  camphor. I  oz.  Aquuz  amnion.  1-2  oz.  Spts.  ceth. 
sulph.  1-2  oz.  applicant,  capiti. 

10th.  Has  great  constitutional  irritation  ;  is 
delirious,  but  calm,  pulse  moderate,  no  appetite, 
had  several  evacuation  ;  discharge  profuses. 

11th.  Better  to  day:  dress  with I  Emplast.  ad- 
hozsiv. 

13th.  Much  better;  pulse  100;  wound  dis- 
charges less ;  irritation  subsided.  He  slept  well, 
has  some  appetite.  R.  Ol.  Ricini  1-2  oz.  Tt. 
sennoz  1-4  oz. 

14th.  R.  Decoc.  et  Tt.  Cinehon.  15th.— Bark- 
agrees  with  him.  IGth. — He  has  pain  in  the 
sjde;  cough,  respiration  slightly  affecteds     Decoc. 


Cinehon  omittat ;  sum.  Ol.  Ricini  et  Tt.  senna. 

17th.  Better.  20th.— R.  Ol.  Ricini  1  oz.  Tt. 
senna  1-2  oz.  m.  21st. — Cough  troubles  him  oc- 
casionally, bowels  habitually  costive,  pulse  fee- 
ble, no  appetite,  discharge  from  the  wound  co- 
pious, and  of  proper  consistence.  Sum.  Infus. 
Gent,  et  sennie,  et  Tt.  Gent. 

22d.  Applied  splints  for  permanent  exten- 
sion. 23d. — R.  Tt.  Gent.  2  oz.  Cinehon.  1  oz.  m. 
27th. — Decoc.  Colomb.  et  Tt.  Gent. 

March  1st.  His  health  has  been  tolerable  ;  a 
large  quantity  of  fetid,  dark  coloured  pus  is  dis- 
charged irom  the  wound,  by  pressure  on  the 
muscles  below  the  fracture.  The  discharge 
weakens  him  daily  ;  it  is  thought  proper  to  with- 
draw the  seton  and  retain  the  splints  ;  he  now 
takes  the  bark  freely. 

4th.  Discharge  has  lessened;  continue  the 
tonies  et  R.   Ol.  Ricini  1-2  oz.  Tt.  sennoz    1-4  oz. 

8th.  Discharge  about  the  same  ;  pulse  84  and 
feeble,  appetite  impaired.  Decoc.  Colomb.  et  Tt- 
Gent,  omittant.     R.  Decoc.  et  Tt.  Cinehon. 

1 3th.     Discharge   has  ceased  from  both  orifi 
ces,  the  upper  nearly  closed.     He  has   recover- 
ed his   strength,   appetite    good.     Decoc.  et  Tt- 
Cinehon.     20th. — Infus.  Sennoz  et  Gent. 

April  4th.     Left  off  the  splints.     5th. — Allow 
ed  to  get  up  ;  operation  has  failed,  artificial  joint 
the  same. 

A  year  after  the  operation  he  could  walk  with 
a  stick  only  for  support.  See  too,  Med.  Chirurg 
Trans,  XII.  190. — S.  D.  Townsend,  Marine  Hos- 

DISLOCATION. 
A  favourite  wife  of  Asker  Khan,  fell  from 
her  horse  and  dislocated  the  head  of  the  femur. 
Jouad,  a  Jewish  surgeon,  being  called,  the  jeal- 
ous husband  swore  that  if  he  even  touched  the 
hem  of  her  shawl,  his  head  should  be  kicked 
about  the  carpet ; — and  if  he  did  not  set  the 
bone  within  two  hours,  his  inevitable  death 
would  be  the  consequence.  The  ingenuity  of 
the  Jew  is  admirable !  A  buffalo,  that  was 
feeding  on  clover,  was  ordered  on  the  spot, 
and  the  sufferer  was  seated  upon  him,  with  her 
feet  closelv  tied  together  on  the  under  side. 
The  animal  being  thirsty,  large  quantities  of 
water  were  given  him,  which,  as  it  swelled  his 
body,  elongated  the  limb. — When  the  extension 
was  ^sufficient,  the  surgeon  cut  the  cord,  and 
the  bone  went  into  its  proper  place. 


Galvanism. — The  body  of  Fallows,  executed  at  Ches- 
ter, Eng.  after  hanging  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  was  re- 
moved into  the  prison.  The  countenance  appeared  al- 
most natural,  rather  fuller  than  during  life;  this  circum- 
stance giving  to  the  face  a  handsomer  and  more  placid 
appearance  than  at  the  trial.  There  was  no  hardness 
or  discoloration,  except  round  the  neck,  from  pressure 
of  the  cord.  There  were  present  Drs.  Pigot  and  Jones, 
with  several  other  medical  gentlemen  and  their  pupils. 

A  voltaic  battery,  consisting  of  nealy  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pairs  of  plates,  was  procured.  Dr.  Jones  laid 
bare  the  nerves  on  which  to  operate.  Attempt  was 
made  to  restore  the  action  of  the  respiratory  function, 
according  to  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Ure,  professor  at 
Glasgow.  For  this  purpose,  Dr.  Jones  laid  bare,  and 
brought  into  view  the  phrenic  nerve,  under  the  mus- 
cles, about  the  middle  of  the  side  of  the  neck.  Anoth- 
er incision  was  made  at  the  under  edge  of  the  seventh 
rib,  to  get  to  the  diaphragm. — One  of  the  poles  of  this 
battery  was  placed  in  contact  with  the  phrenic  nerve, 
the  other  with  the  diaphragm  ;  a  "  slight  but  unequivo- 
cal respiratory  movement  followed."  This  was  sever- 
al times  repeated.  In  the  subsequent  experiments  the 
muscles  of  the  arm  and  leg  performed  their  natural 
movements  to  an  extent  commensurate  with  the  power 


of  the  battery.  The  muscles  of  the  face  were  made  to 
contract,  particularly  those  of  the  eyes  and  mouth,  giv- 
iug  rise  to  a  variety  of  painful  expression. 

The  Medical  Lectures  will  commence  at  Dartmouth 
College,  this  season,  on  the  third  Thursday  after  the  an- 
nual Commencement,  being  two  weeks  earlier  than 
usual :  the  prospect  of  a  good  course,  is  flattering. 

Hon.  Dftvid  L.  Morrill,  M.  D.  has  been  chosen  Pre- 
sident, Reuben  D.  Mussey,M.  D.  Vice  President,  and 
Dr.  Daniel  Oliver  a  counsellor  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Medical  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  elected  officers 
of  the  Rhode-Island  Medical  Society,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  viz.  Caleb  Fiske,  M.  D.  President,  vice  Dr.  Par- 
don Bowen,  resigned.  David  King,  M.  D.  and  John 
Mackie,  M.  D.  Vice  Presidents.  Pardon  Brownell,  Mi 
D.  Rec.  Sec.  T.  M-  Barrows,  M.  D.  Treas.  and  H.  G. 
Bowen,  M.  D.  Lib.  and  Cab.  Keeper.  Drs.  W.  G. 
Shaw,  E.  T.  Waring,  S.  West,  and  C.  Cotton,  M.  D. 
Censors  of  the  southern,  and  L.  Wheaten,  M.  D.,  S. 
Drown,  M.  D.,  J.  Mauran,  M.  D.  and  Dr.  S.  Hudson, 
censors  of  the  northern  Medical  Districts. 

Usher  Parsons,  M.  D.  William  Peck,  M.  D.  George 
O.  Gilbert,  M.  D.  Drs.  George  W.  Tyler,  Asa  W.  Bal- 
lou,  Allen  Potter,  Gaorge  Capron,  were  admitted  Fel- 
lows of  the  Sociey.  Dr.  Samuel  West  is  appointed  first, 
and  Dr.  John  Mackie,  2d  Orator  for  the  next  season. 


VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

THE  Lectures  at  this  Institution  commence  on  the 
first  Thursday  of  September,  and  continue  thir- 
teen weeks.  Professors,  Joseph  A.  Gallup,  M.  D.  The- 
odore Woodward,  M.  D.  William  Anderson,  Esq.  Amos 
Eaton,  Esq.  and  J.  A.  Allen,  M.  D. 

The  anatomical  preparations  in  Professor  Anderson's 
department  have  been  greatly  increased,  and  liberal  ad- 
ditions are  about  to  be  made  to  the  chemical  laborato- 
ry. The  Professor  of  anatomy  expects  to  be  able  to  af- 
ford the  whole  class  an  opportunity  for  practical  anat- 
omy. 

The  medical  degrees  will  be  conferred  at  Castleton 
at  the  close  of  the  lectures. 

The  medical  college  will  be  completely  finished  be- 
fore the  lectures  commence,  and  a  library  will  be  fur- 
nished. Those  students  who  may  want  a  credit  for  lec- 
ture fees,  are  notified  that  ample  security  will  be  re- 
quited for  the  payment  of  the  same,  before  they  can  be 
admitted.  Z.  Howe,  Sec'y. 

Casllelon,  June  10,  1823. 


LEXANDER  RAMSAY,  M.  D.  of  Edinburgh,  will 
commence  his  summercourse  of  lectures  on  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  which  terminate  on  the  middle  of  October. 
The  first  month  will  be  occupied  in  delivering  the  phys- 
iological part  of  his  essays,  published  in  Europe,  found- 
ed on  anatomical  demonstration,  and  in  introducing  the 
student  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  arts  of  dissecting, 
and  in  a  new  manner  of  filling  the  blood  vessels,  on  the 
brute  tribes,  as  the  medium  of  comparative  anatomy. 
The  lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  an  extensive  human, 
and  small  comparative  museum.  The  two  succeeding 
months  will  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  museum, 
from  the  book  of  Preference  to  the  preparations,  aided 
by  the  best  anatomical  authors.  Gentlemen,  in  the 
second  course,  demonstrate  the  lessons  of  the  day,  be- 
fore A.  R. 

A.  R.  begs  leave  to  solicit  the  aid  of  an  enlightened 
people  in  adoption  of  such  means  as  they  deem  most  ef- 
ficient, for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation,  in  dis- 
posing of  his  library  and  museum,  collected,  at  great 
expense  and  labour,  to  facilitate  the  knowledge  of  the 
most  important  of  sciences. 

The  arrangements  embrace  the  doctrines  of  Haller, 
Hunter  and    Cuvier. 

Epistolary  communications,  post  paid,  will  be  attend- 
ed to. 

Comvay,  JV.  H.  May  29th,  1823.  ep4w 
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Extracts  from  "  Essays  on  Fevers,  and  other  med- 
ical subjects.  By  T\  Miner,  M.  D.  and  W.  Tul- 
ly,  M.  D.    Middletown,  Conn.  July  5,  1823." 

RESOLUTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  FEVERS. 

In  treatment  of  fevers,  by  a  proper  beginning, 
complete  resolntion  of  the  disease  may  often  be 
produced,  and  the  patient  escape,  with  a  mere 
ephemeral  illness;  if  not,  whether  he  shall  sink 
suddenly  at  a  critical  period,  or  have  a  moderate 
complaint,  depends  almost  exclusively  on  the 
management  of  the  first  week ;  and  more  fre- 
quently, upon  the  choice  and  administration  of 
the  first  dose.  The  effects  of  the  medicines,  in- 
dicated in  the  subsequent  treatment,  are  much 
influenced  by  the  same  cause. 

If  remedies  do  not  overcome,  or  modify  mor- 
bid action,  they  almost  infallibly  concur  with, 
and  aggravate  it. 

When  the  fever  has  a  typhoid  tendency,  slow 
and  moderate  purging,  with  calomel,  answers 
the  indications  better  than  any  other  method,  is 
safe,  and,  in  nine  instances  out  of  ten,  breaks  up 
the  disease  at  its  commencement.  Its  objects 
are  also  to  counteract,  overcome,  lessen,  or 
change  diseased  action.  It  is  the  only  one,  of  all 
the  common  devices  for  breaking  up  fevers  at 
their  access,  which,  in  my  practice,  has  been  at- 
tended with  certainty.  Calomel,  mixed  with 
mild  syrup,  not  in  the  form  of  a  pill,  should  be 
administered  from  two  to  five  giains,  every  two 
or  three  hours,  till  sufficient  catharsis  is  produc- 
ed. If  possible,  calomel  should  be  given  in  such 
doses,  and  at  such  intervals  of  time,  as  to  be  re- 
tained twelve  hours,  before  it  operates.  If  ca- 
tharsis does  not  take  place  in  eighteen  hours,  it 
must  be  assisted  by  some  mild  vegetable  purga- 
tive. At  the  same  time,  it  is  proper  to  pursue 
a  moderate,  diaphoretic  regimen  ;  pediluvium, 
tepid  aromatic,  and  diaphoretic  drinks,  fomenta- 
tions, sinapisms,  or  epispastics,  as  local  symptoms 
require.  When  pain  in  the  head  is  violent,  a 
blister  to  the  forehead  will  not  only  relieve  it, 
but  assist  the  effort  at  breaking  up  the  disease, 
by  superinducing  an  additional  action.  Warm 
bathing  is  also  an  excellent  adjuvant  in  the  se- 
verer cases.  In  Putrid-fever,  (Typhus-gravior) 
when  the  heat  is  above  the  natural  standard,  and 
the  skin  dry,  we  may  also  resort  to  cold  affusion, 
with  a  cooler  regimen.  In  the  majority  of  our 
fevers,  which  are  decidedly  of  the  neivotis  type, 
the  heat  scarcely  exceeds  the  temperature  of 
health,  and  is  often  below  it,  during  the  whole 
progress.  If  the  catharsis  incline  to  be  exces- 
sive, it  must  be  promptly  checked  by  opium. 

If  there  is  reason  to  suppose  the  calomel  will 
pass  rapidly  through  the  bowels,  or  operate 
harshly,  or  if  there  is  much  irritability  of  the 
-system,  it  requires  a  single  medium  cathartic 
dose,  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  opium  to  stav 
it,  at  least,  for  twelve  or  fifteen  hours.  All  the 
anoma'ous  cases  of  simple  fever,  especially  those 
of  the  low,  rapid,  and  sinking  kind,  which  might 
terminate  fatally  in  one  week,  unless  prevented 


from  the  very  access,  provided  any  evacuation  is 
admissible  ;  nor  are  they  safely  managed,  unless 
the  patient  is  kept  uniformly  and  perseveringly 
under  the  influence  of  opium,  to  the  termination 
of  the  disease. . 

Emetics  and  active  cathartics  make  more  sud- 
den impression  on  the  system,  but  in  much  great- 
er degree  exhaust  the  powers  of  life,  or  excite 
unmanageable  and  dangerous  irritation,  without 
having  the  same  efficacy  in  changing  diseased  ac- 
tion. Nay,  they  sometimes  concur  with  it,  and 
add  to  its  force  ;  the  patient  frequently  and  just- 
ly thinks  he  should  have  escaped  the  disease,  if 
he  had  not  employed  a  physician.  When,  ac- 
cording to  Sydenham's  language,  there  exists  a 
peculiar  epidemic  constitution,  I  think  there  can 
be  little  doubt,  that  slight  cases  of  indisposition, 
which  might  have  passed  by  without  any  medi- 
cation whatever,  have  been  frequently  metamor- 
phosed into  severe  cases  of  the  epidemic,  from 
injudicious  use  of  drastic  emetics,  and  cathartics. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  often  met  with  such,  in 
my  early  practice.  1  have,  in  consultation,  had 
occasion  to  witness  very  often,  the  justice  of  the 
remark,  made  some  years  since,  by  one  ef  the 
ablest  physicians  in  this  State,  that  tympanitic 
abdomen,  profuse  haemorrhages  from  the  bow- 
els, diarrhoea  (he  should  have  added  sphace- 
lation of  the  intestines)  and  many  of  the  most 
dangerous,  formidable,  and  unmanageable  symp- 
toms, are  usually  the  consequences  of  the  abuse 
of  drastic  cathartics. 

Efficient  bleeding,  though  it  occasionally  pro- 
duces a  resolution  in  hot  typhus,  is  always  a  haz- 
ardous experiment.  In  the  lowest  forms  of  this 
disease,  especially  in  the  cool  cases,  I  have  in 
several  instances  known  it  immediately  fatal. 

There  is  something  peculiar  and  specific  in 
the  operation  of  calomel,  differing  from  every 
other  medicinal  agent ;  and  the  more  slow  in  its 
operation  to  a  given  point,  the  more  obvious  is 
this  difference.  Every  powerful  agent,  occasion- 
ally, is  found  to  break  up  incipient  disease. 

Some  anomalous  typhoid  diseases,  are,  from 
the  very  access,  so  low  and  rapid,  and  the  pow- 
ers of  life  so  nearly  extinguished,  as  not  to  admit 
of  calomel.  Where  the  stage  of  re-action  is  ab- 
solutely wanting,  attempts  at  preparation  are  ab- 
surd. These  instances  sometimes  occur  in  Spot- 
ted fever,  Cynanche  maligna,  Dysentery,  Pneu- 
monia, and  Jail-fever.  If  calomel  does  produce 
its  specific  action,  it  will  be  of  no  more  service, 
than  in  the  stage  of  exhaustion  in  regular  fevers, 
where  it  is  well  known  to  be  more  liable  to  coin 
cide  with, than  to  counteract  disease.  Nor  will  they 
at  first,  be  benetited  by  any  evacuation.  There  is 
one  indication  only,  and  that  imperative  ; — to  ex- 
cite and  support  the  powers  of  life.  One  vene- 
section, emetic,  or  cathartic,  and  the  patient  is 
gone.  Such  cases  are  very  common,  of  late  years, 
but  are  easily  distinguished  by  any  tolerable 
share  of  discrimination.  There  are  some  other 
irregular  cases  of  Typhus,  in  wh.ch  calomel  is 
of  little  or  no  service,  and  for  management  of 
which,  no   other  ruie  can  be    given,  than   to  be 


by  art,  require   opium,  combined  with   calomel,] re«^  to  meet  each  symptom   promptly.     My 


principal  design  is  with  the  Nervous-fever  in  its 
regular  form. 

Breaking  up  disease  by  this  plan,  takes  place 
not  only  during  the  incipient  stage,  but  even 
occasionally  after  the  disease  is  exquisitely  form- 
ed. Most  of  those  who  adopt  the  plan  of  treat- 
ing the  patient  with  moderate  doses  of  calomel, 
after  bleeding,  vomiting,  purging,  &c.  appear 
ignorant  of  the  necessity  of  immediately  follow- 
ing it  up  with  tonics,  after  the  morbid  action  is 
changed.  They  often  continue  the  mercurial 
course  through  the  disease,  producing  an  artifi- 
cial state,  in  many  instances  as  unmanageable  as 
the  original  affection.  It  is  unquestionably  the 
the  fact,  that  those  cases  which  continue  fifty  or 
sixty  days,  were  originally  mild  ;  severe  disease 
must  have  infallibly  either  exhausted  itself,  or 
the  patient,  much  earlier.  After  the  two  first 
days  of  the  preparatory  stage,  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty of  success  in  producing  resolution,  though 
we  occasionally  succeed  as  late  as  the  third,  and 
even  the  fourth. — T.  M. 

SPOTTED  FEVER.     (PHRENITIS-TYPHODES.) 

No  verbal  description  can  convey  an  accurate 
idea  of  a  particular  disease,  to  one  who  has  not 
witnessed  analagous  cases,  anymore  than  the  in- 
spection of  anatomical  engravings  can  make  a^ 
student  master  of  morbid  anatomy,  without  hav- 
ing first  seen  dissections. 

Jan.  28,  1816,  1  o'clock,  P.  M.  I  was  called  to 
visit,  in  consultation,  J.  N.  Y.  aged  17  years. 
He  was  unconscious  of  any  impression  on  either 
of  the  senses,  and  so  convulsed,  that  it  required 
three  or  four  men  to  hold  him  on  his  bed.  His 
eyes  were  open,  and  rolled  back,  so  far  as  to 
hide  the  coloured  part,  and  his  teeth  were  as 
(irmly  clenched,  as  in  Locked-jaw.  His  face, 
arms,  legs,  and  body,  were  covered  with  spots, 
somewhat  resembling  gunpowder,  shot  into  the 
skin ;  in  several  places,  they  ran  together  in 
patches,  from  the  size  of  a  cent,  to  that  of  the 
palm  of  the  hand.  The  coldness  of  death  per- 
vaded the  whole  body,  except  the  parts  which 
had  been  wanned  by  external  heat,  and  there, 
was  no  pulse  in  either  wrist.  There  was,  now 
and  then,  a  relaxation  of  the  jaws,  sufficient  to 
introduce  the  end  of  a  spoon;  though  he  remain- 
ed insensible,  after  his  throat  had  been  irritated 
a  few  seconds  by  some  liquid,  he  generally  swal- 
lowed the  greater  part  of  it.  During  these  re- 
laxations, he  parted  with  his  faeces  profusely. 
He  died  at  one  o'clock  at  night. 

He  was  apprentice  to  a  smith,  had  been,  Jan. 
26,  in  a  very  warm  shop,  tempering  sword  blades. 
On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  weather  being 
extremely  cold,  he  went  a  mile  from  home,  and 
was  much  chilled  ;  on  return,  performed  his  usu- 
al labour  in  the  shop,  till  near  night.  Towards 
sunset,  he  compl  lined  of  severe  pain  in  the  head, 
sore  throat,  loss  of  strength,  coldness,  and  that 
indescribable  anxiety,  which  the  sick  term  dis- 
tress, in  distinction  from  acute  pain.  His  sister 
administered  an  infusion  of  some  aromatic  herb, 
sent  him  to  bed,  and  applied  external  heat,  till 
free  perspiration  was  produced.  He  seemed 
much  relieved   in  the   evening,  and  about  ten 
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o'clock,  went  to  sleep.  He  slept  tolerably  well, 
and  when  he  awoke  in  the  night,  he  was  thirsty, 
and  drank  freely  of  cold  drink. 

About  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  morning-,  he 
articulated  with  difficulty  and  incoherence,  and 
delirium  was  soon  perceived.  The  spots  were 
now  discovered.  A  phj'sician  came  about  seven 
o'clock.  An  antimonial  emetic  was  administer- 
ed, which  operated  two  or  three  times  slightly, 
and  soon  produced  the  catharsis,  under  which  he 
was  labouring,  when  I  first  saw  him.  Little  else 
appears  to  have  been  done,  except  application 
of  a  blister  to  the  region  of  the  stomach,  fric- 
tions, fomentations,  external  heat  to  the  limbs 
and  body,  and  warm  aromatic  drinks. 
REMARKS. 

Under  use  of  Opium,  Alkohol,  Capiscum,  Min- 
eral-solution, &c.  with  decision  and  energy,  to- 
gether with  warm  bath,  and  free  application  of 
sinapisms,  and  blisters,  hundreds  of  instances,  to 
all  appearance  as  rapid  and  severe,  have  recov- 
ered. Another  case,  I  witnessed,  a  few  days  af- 
terwards, which  proved  fatal,  in  an  hour  and  a 
half,  after  there  was  sufficient  alarm  to  call  a 
physician,  and  within  six  hours  from  the  first  ap- 
parent indispostion.  No  medicine,  except  twen- 
ty-five minims  of  laudanum,  and  warm  mint  tea, 
was  attempted  to  be  administered.  The  skin 
had  a  marbled,  motley  appearance,  but  no  pe- 
techia?. I  saw  a  third  patient,  the  same  sea- 
son, who  died  in  eighteen  hours.  He  had  no  spots. 

Ever  since  the  Cynanche  maligna,  in  New- 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  1735,  the  physi- 
cians of  New-England  have  known,  that  in  its 
worst  form,  that  disease  had  no  stage  of  re-ac- 
tion. Why  should  they  be  taken  by  surprise, 
when  they  met  with  cases  of  Spotted-fever,  Dys- 
entery, Yeilow-fever,  and  even  common  Ty- 
phus, where  this  stage  is  wanting  ?  In  such  ra- 
pid and  sinking  cases,  the  most  decided  counter- 
acting and  supporting  cause  is  demanded,  from 
the  very  access. 

Spotted-fever  has  the  forming  and  supporting 
stages  blended  together.  This  is  manifest,  by 
the  greatest  arterial  debility,  typhoid  delirium 
and  convulsions,  paroxysms  of  subsidentia,  and  by 
every  symptom,  known  to  indicate  extreme  de- 
ficiency or  exhaustion  of  the  powers  of  life. 

By  energetic,  exciting  treatment,  at  its  access, 
this  disease  is  frequently  broken  up,  within  24 
hours.  When  we  fail  in  producing  a  resolution, 
and  only  moderate  the  symptoms,  it  usually  con- 
tinues seven,  in  some  instances,  fourteen  days, 
requiring  the  same  practice,  according  to  the  ur- 
gency of  the  symptoms,  as  in  the  supporting 
stage  of  the  typhus. 

Though  the  body,  when  coldness  prevails, 
should  be  warmed  by  external  heat,  fomenta- 
tions, vapour  or  warm  bath,  and  it  is  desirable 
to  produce  and  keep  up  moderate  diaphoresis, 
there  is  much  hazard  from  excessive  sweating. 
It  is  not  rare,  to  find  morbid  sweating,  through 
the  whole  of  any  low,  typhoid  fever.  The  phy- 
sician, often,  is  not  called  till  all  the  poweFS  of 
life  are  exhausted. 

Spotted-fever,  in  some  seasons,  and  cases,  is 
comparatively  mild  ;  in  others,  it  is  more  rapid 
and  fatal  than  the  Cholera  of  India,  or  the  Plague 
of  the  Levant.  No  foreign  author,  it  is  confi- 
dently believed,  has  described  this  disease.  We 
occasionally  see  the  Typhus-petechialis  of  noso- 
logists ;  it  differs  essentially  from  the  Spotted-fe- 
ver of  New-England. — T.  M. 


VOMICA. 

People  are  sometimes  suddenly  cut  off  by  the 
giving  waj'  of  cysts  in  the  lungs,  when  no  symp- 
toms had  indicated  so  great  disorder. 

"  Vomica"  has  been  applied  to  all  collections 
of  extraneous  matter  (in  the  lungs,)  purulent  or 
only  resembling  pus,  to  collections  from  inflam- 
mations, and,  from  a  principle  very  different  from 
inflammation. 

In  the  vomicas  I  have  seen,  there  was  short, 
frequent  cough,  little  or  no  expectoration  ;  respi- 
ration on  quick  motion  was  very  hurried,  never 
seemed  easy  ;  the  pulse  easily  accelerated,  the 
thorax  suffered  obtuse  pain  or  uneasiness.  I 
have  known  oppressive  headach,  almost  con- 
stant ;  it  was,  a  considerable  time,  the  only  symp- 
tom that  attracted  much  attention. 

A  gentleman  had  been  a  great  sufferer  from 
oppressive  headach,  a  great  many  years.  He 
had  uneasiness  about  the  chest,  greater  on  one 
side  ;  he  never  could  lie  comfortably  on  the  side 
most  affected.  He  had  occasional  cough,  no  ex- 
pectoration. These  symptoms  had  existed  more 
or  less  nearly  twenty  years.  He  went  from  the 
country  to  London  in  his  usual  health,  was  seiz- 
ed with  inflammatory  symptoms,  such  as  in  se- 
vere catarrh.  His  throat  was  much  affected, 
and  he  had  unusual  uneasiness  from  deglutition. 
The  cough  increased,  and  distress  about  the 
chest.  After  a  time,  a  tumour  made  its  appear- 
ance between  the  second  and  third  right  ribs, 
till  it  acquired  the  size  of  an  orange.  It  afford- 
ed a  sense  of  fluctuation  ;  it  was  determined  to 
have  it  opened.  Before  this  was  performed,  the 
parts  within  gave  way,  and  a  pint  of  matter  was 
at  once  discharged  from  the  trachea.  This  emp- 
tied the  swelling  on  the  outside  of  the  thorax  im- 
mediately ;  it  was  distended  with  air  when  he 
coughed  or  breathed  deeply.  The  communica- 
tion between  the  sack  and  lungs  was  through 
two  apertures  in  the  intercostal  muscles;  by  mak- 
ing pressure  upon  them,  the  escape  both  of  air 
and  matter  was  prevented. 

Then  he  seemed  getting  better,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  go  into  the  country.  The  jolting  over 
the  stones  brought  on  very  profuse  haemorrhage 
from  the  lungs,  and  the  first  day  he  got  no  fur- 
ther than  3  miles.  He  was  obliged  to  remain 
to  recruit  his  strength  a  week  or  ten  days.  He 
then  advanced  a  little  further,  but  the  bleeding 
returned.  It  was  again  checked  :  one  day  while 
sitting  up  in  bed,  eating  a  biscuit,  a  sudden  and 
copious  effusion  took  place,  and  he  expired. 

When  collections  of  this  kind  take  place  in  the 
liver,  the  matter  sometimes  makes  its  way  thro' 
the  diaphragm,  and  is  expectorated.  I  know  an 
instance  where  this  took  place  five  or  six  times. 
After  the  contents  of  the  cyst  were  discharged  in 
this  way,  the  patient  got  into  pretty  good  health, 
till  another  accumulation  induced  inflammatory 
symptoms;  these  continued  till  the  cause  which 
excited  them  was  removed  by  another  spontane- 
ous evacuation. 

On  other  occasions,  the  matter  may  get  vent 
through  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  or  pass  in- 
to the  intestines,  and  be  voided  per  anum.  Once 
this  occurred,  at  the  same  time  that  matter  was 
discharged  through  the  trachea.  That  both  dis- 
charges had  one  common  source,  is  proved  by 
existence  of  hydatids  in  the  matter  which  came 
through  each  passage,  three  several  times.  Be- 
fore each,  the  liver  could  be  distinctly  felt  much 
enlarged.     It  is   probable,  therefore,  the   cysts 


which  contained  the  hydatids,  and  the  matter 
which  escaped  with  them,  were  in  that  viscus. — 
T.  Baron,  M.  D.  Gloucester,  Eng.  1819. 

Inflamed  parts  require  absolute  rest,  that  the 
inflammation  may  have  the  best  opportunity  to 
subside.  The  lungs  are  necessarily  in  constant 
dilatation,  and  consequent  relaxation,  so  that  in- 
flammation in  them  cannot  have  opportunity  for 
subsidence,  as  in  other  parts.  We  must  seek  the 
nearest  approximation  to  absolute  rest  of  the  lungs 
by  silence,  abstinence  from  physical  and  mor- 
al excitement  of  the  circulation,  and  from  fatigue; 
from  pressure  against  the  lungs  by  dress,  or  by 
fulness  of  the  stomach,  either  of  which  occasions 
the  lungs  to  act  against  such  pressure.  Bulky 
food,  as  vegetables  and  farinaceous,  is  inferior 
to  meat.*  Wine,  from  its  spirituous  property,  is 
inferior  to  cider  and  porter.  Warmth  of  the 
skin  is  to  be  constantly  maintained,  that  the  lungs 
may  not  be  distended  by  that  portion  of  blood 
which  should  be  distributed  to  the  skin. 

For  a  like  reason,  the  bowels  should  be  daily 
disburdened,  that  no  accumulation  in  them  ob- 
struct their  due  supply  of  blood  ;  to  overcome 
their  inactivity,  rhubarb  is  advisable,  as  debility 
does  not  follow  its  use.  Disposition  to  cough, 
specially  when  the  cough  is  at  all  hard,  should 
be  somewhat  suppressed.  Coughing  suddenly, 
distends  the  lungs.  The  habit  of  coughing  is 
strengthened  by  use,  and  by  imitatation  :  hence 
persons  who  cough  are  bad  company  for  each 
other. 

Whenever  cough  or  full  inspiration  is  attend- 
ed with  uneasiness  in  the  chest,  a  blister  should 
be  put  over  the  uneasy  spot ;  there  the  inflam- 
mation is  most  active,  and  is  likely  to  be  diluted 
by  inducing  a  similar  action  externally.  ■  If  the 
blistering  agent  is  known  to  be  efficient,  it  may 
be  removed  when  it  begins  to  be  felt:  no  after 
dressing  is  necessary,  nor  need  tbe  water  of  the 
blister  be  discharged. 


*  This  moderate  food  will  be  much  more  satisfactory 
and  digestible,  if  every  mouthful  is  thoroughly  chewed. 


Spitting  of  blood  is  formidable  in  proportion  to 
the  number  and  degree  of  other  consumptive 
symptoms,  with  which  it  is  accompanied,  and  to 
the  tenderness  of  the  age  at  which  it  comes  on.  A 
spitting  of  blood  seems  sometimes  to  be  the  whole 
complaint,  so  that  not  even  a  cough  shall  be  joined 
with  it,  but  the  blood  will  be  brought  up  with  as 
little  effort  as  the  easiest  phlegm :  from  many 
facts  it  seems  reasonable  to  infer  the  possibility 
of  slight  haemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  or  trachea, 
while  the  lungs  are  otherwise  healthy  ;  conse- 
quently with  as  little  danger,  as  from  the  hae- 
morrhoidal  vessels,  or  those  of  the  nose,  espec- 
ially at  the  meridian  of  life.  1  have  seen  a  man 
in  good  health  at  70,  who  for  50  years  had  never 
been  free  from  spitting  of  blood  above  two  years 
together.  In  others  I  have  known  it  return  every 
now  and  then  for  as  long  time.  A  man  has  sur- 
vived at  least  two  years  the  loss  of  a  pint  of  blood 
from  the  lungs,  every  day,  for  a  month.  If  I 
give  so  much  to  the  established  practice  as  to 
allow  of  one  or  two  small  bleedings,  where  the 
spitting  of  blood  has  not  already  occasioned  too 
great  a  loss,  I  must  think  a  caution  necessary 
against  large  and  repeated  bleedings,  which 
would  probably  conspire  with  the  distemper  to 
exhaust  the  patient — W.  Hebcrdeenr  M.  D.  Lon- 
don. 
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CASES— By  S.  T.  D. 
United  States'1  Ship  Independence. — Thos.  Leon- 
ard, mariner,  reported  himself  Sept.  15th,  1815, 
with  cough,  chills,  night-sweats,  and  copious  ex- 
pectoration ;  respiration  very  laborious :  he  re- 
covered considerably  under  treatment ;  had  nev- 
er been  confined  to  his  hammock.  Last  night 
he  carried  it  on  the  lower  deck,  and  slept  in  his 
mess;  his  mess  mate  awoke  him  at  6  A.  M.  He 
spoke  to  him,  complained  of  nothing  unusual;  at 
7  bells  he  was  dead  in  his  hammock.  The  lungs 
were  much  diseased,  and  adhered  closely  to  the 
right  side  of  the  diaphragm  and  parielies  of  the 
thorax.  They  were  dark,  filled  with  hard  tuber- 
cles; the  upper  part  of  the  left  lung  was  a  con- 
fused, disorganized  mass  ;  the  air  cells  were  filled 
with  darkish  pus.  The  heart  had  no  appear- 
ance  of  disease,  nor  the  abdominal  viscera. 

Dec.  31st. — Riggin  had  been  sick  at  Portland 
for  some  months.  He  has  cough,  disordered 
bowels,  rapid,  full  pulse,  about  120;  the  pulsa- 
tion of  the  carotid  and  of  the  heart  can  be  seen 
across  the  room.  His  countenance  is  sallow, 
with  expression  of  anxiety.  He  has  severe  An- 
gina Pectoris  at  night,  so  he  cannot  lie  down. 
Palpitation  of  the  heart  very  distressful,  increas- 
ing with  the  slightest  exertion  to  move.  He 
has  been  blistered  frequently  in  the  region  of 
the  heart  without  relief. 

He  died  Jan.  9th.  The  heart  was  twice  its 
natural  size,  the  increase  principally  in  the  left 
ventricle  ;  the  adhesion  of  the  pericardium  to  the 
heart  was  firm  and  complete ;  no  ossification  could 
be  discovered  ;  the  aorta  was  natural  in  its  appear- 
ance and  size;  the  stomach  much  distended  with 
flatus.  The  increased  size  of  the  heart  appealed 
to  have  disturbed  the  stomach  by  pressure. 

Nov.  15<fi,  1817.  Capt.  Manson,  set.  50,  late- 
ly arrived  from  Savannah,  where  he  took  a  ma- 
lignant tertian  intermittent,  with  a  severe  perip 
neumoniac  affection.  He  had  great  difficulty  of 
breathing,  and  pain  in  the  breast.  A  blister  was 
applied  immediately;  he  was  directed  to  take  a 
pill  of  Ipecac,  Calomel  and  Opium,  every  four 
hours. 

16th,  A.  M.  great  remission  of  symptoms  ;  no 
chill,  respiration  easy,  pulse  moderate,  and  he 
expresses  himself  as  entirely  relieved.  In  the 
evening  he  was  attacked  with  a  chill  so  violenl 
as  to  disorder  his  senses,  and  impede  respiration. 
Death  soon  followed. 

Alibert  details  a  similar  case  of  "  Peripneumo- 
nic  state  of  malignant  intermittent."  Had  bark 
been  the  principal  foundation  of  treatment  after 
the  remission,  in  large  quantities,  the  paroxysm 
would  not  probably  have  returned. 

Fenno  had  his  arm  fractured  midway  trans- 
versely, by  being  knocked  overboard,  April  10th. 
1816.  It  was  restored  to  its  situation  by  a  phy- 
sician at  Princetown.  At  the  middle  of  June,  no 
union  had  taken  place.  Motion  was  perceptible. 
Dr.  Thaxter,  at  Milton,  applied  rubefacients, 
and  endeavoured  to  excite  inflammation  and 
union  by  attrition,  but  unsuccessfully.  Oct.  20th, 
a  needle,  armed  with  a  skein  of  silk,  was  passed 
through  the  fracture;  the  silk  remained  until 
March  5th,  1817,  during  which  period,  copious 
discharge  was  kept  up.  Very  firm  union  follow- 
ed, without  accident.  The  arm  has  perished 
from  the  shoulder  to  the  elbow.  He  is  ordered 
to  receive  a  stream  of  cold  water  on  it,  morning 
and  evening. 


March  28th,  1821.  Marsh,  a  seaman,  set.  40. 
About  eleven  months  since,  a  small  lump  appear- 
ed in  the  centre  of  the  under  lip.  Externally, 
it  had  a  blueish  appearance ;  increased  until  it 
broke.  There  is  now  an  ulcer,  with  indurated 
edges,  spreading  over  about  two  thirds  of  the  lip. 
The  whole  substance  of  integuments,  down  to 
the  chin,  seems  hard,  inflamed,  and  circumscrib- 
ed. A  year  since,  he  had  a  scrophulous  ulcer 
on  his  right  side  ;  it  healed,  and  has  not  since 
opened.  Accompanying  the  present  disease,  is 
an  enlargement  of  (he  submaxillary  glands. 

As  the  opening  in  his  side  formerly  healed  rap- 
idly under  Calomel  and  Opium,  I  let  him  com- 
mence taking  one  pill  night  and  morning.  R.  Sub. 
mur.  Hydr.  gr.  xxiv.  Pidv.  Opii.  gr.  vi.  divide 
in  Pil   xii. 

April  4th.  His  mouth  is  sore  from  the  calo- 
mel. The  external  ulcer  on  the  lip  appears 
healing.     Omit  pil. 

21st.  The  disease  seemed  increased  since 
the  Ptyalism  sinuses  passed  through  it  in  differ- 
ent directions. 

He  died  at  the  almshouse  in  a  most  distressing 
condition,  in  Feb.,  having  lost  all  the  integu- 
ments covering  the  lower  jaw,  and  part  of  the 
coverings  of  the  throat :  the  tongue  was  enor- 
mously enlarged,  hanging  down  upon  the  top  of 
the  sternum.    The  face  was  much  swollen. 


HABIT. 

Dr.  Plot,  in  his  history  of  Staffordshire,  tells 
us  of  an  idiot  that  lived  within  the  sound  of  a 
clock,  who  was  always  amusing  himself  by  count- 
ing the  hours  of  the  day,  whenever  it  struck. 
The  clock  being  spoiled,  the  idiot  continued  to 
strike  and  count  the  time  without  it,  in  the  same 
manner  he  did  before. 

A  kdy  of  this  city  has  contracted  the  habit  of 
counting  the  panes  of  glass  in  a  house,  the  mo- 
ment she  casts  her  eye  upon  the  window.  She 
has  repeatedly  assured  her  friends  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  cure  herself  of  the  habit,  and  that  the  sense 
of  weariness  and  pain  from  associating  the  num- 
ber of  panes  with  the  idea  of  a  house  or  window, 
is  a  hundred  times  worse  than  the  labour  of  su- 
perintending the  concerns  of  her  family. 

A  boy  in  Vermont,  accustomed  to  working 
alone,  was  so  prone  to  whistling,  that  as  soon  as 
he  was  by  himself,  he  unconsciously  commenc- 
ed. When  asleep,  the  muscles  of  the  mouth, 
chest,  and  lungs,  were  so  completely  concatena- 
ted in  this  association,  he  whistled  with  astonish- 
ing shrillness.  A  pale  countenance,  loss  of  ap- 
petite, and  almost  total  prostration  of  strength, 
convinced  his  mother  it  would  end  in  death,  if 
not  speedily  overcome;  which  was  accomplished 
by  placing  him  in  the  society  of  another  boy,  who 
had  orders  to  give  him  a  blow  as  often  as  he  be- 
gan to  whistle. 

An  attorney  insensibly  contracted  a  habit  of 
numbering  his  steps,  when  walking,  and,  when 
in  his  office,  of  thinking  how  many  paces 
distant  were  certain  places  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. He  found  it  nearly  impossible  to  meditate 
on  any  other  subject.  He  fancies  a  cure  was 
effected  by  walking  over  the  stream,  on  a  pole, 
where  he  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
drowned. 

A  trunk  maker,  in   the  country,  could   never 
refrain  from  biting  his  nails,  at  a  moment  of  leis 


ure.     In  1816,  every  appearance  of  a  nail  on  the 
left  fingers  and  right  thumb  was  obliterated. 

A  child,  in  New  Hampshire,  who  was  usually 
seated  in  the  meeting  house,  on  the  Sabbath, 
opposite  an  old  gentleman  who  laboured  under 
chorea  sancti  viti,  contracted  the  habit  of  imitat- 
ing his  distorted  features,  to  such  a  degree,  that 
its  face  was  continually  in  a  grimace.  The  child 
was  cured  by  working  at  needle-work,  before  a 
mirror. 

A  pious  woman  in  the  eastern  section  of  New 
Hampshire,  who  drew  large  quantities  of  water 
from  a  deep  well,  with  a  pole,  was  repeatedly 
observed,  at  her  evening  devotions,  before  the 
bible,  unconsciously  moving  her  arms  all  the 
while,  as  in  drawing  the  bucket  from  the  well. 

Mr.  C,  who  committed  suicide  two  year? 
since,  was  constantly  pinching  his  left  cheek,  if 
his  left  hand  was  not  otherwise  employed.  The 
consequence  was,  a  hard  callus,  of  the  size  of  a 
dollar,  formed  over  the  buccinator  muscle,  that 
materially  injured  his  speech  :  he  could  not  blow 
out  a  candle,  nor  bring  his  lips  to  the  blowing 
hole  of  a  flute,  on  which  he  was  formerly  a  good 
player. 

BRACHIAL  PLEXUS. 
The  four  inferior  cervical  nerves  and  first  dor- 
sal are  of  great  size,  pass  out  between  the  sca- 
lenus and  medius,  and  run  between  the  subclavi- 
an muscle  and  first  rib,  at  the  outside  of  the  sub- 
clavian artery,  to  the  axilla  ;  they  then  separate, 
unite,  separate  again,  and  form  an  irregular  plex- 
us, which  surrounds  the  axillary  artery,  called 
brachial  plexus.  The  axillary  plexus  sends  nerves 
to  the  subscapularis,  teres  major,  and  latissimus 
dorsi,  furnishes  the  external  thoracic  nerves 
which  accompany  the  blood  vessels,  pectoral 
muscles  and  integuments,  then  divides  into  nerves 
of  great  size ;  viz.  scub-scapularis,  articulans, 
cutaneus,  musculo-cutaneus,  or  perforans  casse- 
rii,  spiral  nerve,  so  called  from  its  direction.  It 
seems  formed  of  all  the  nerves  of  the  plexus  ; 
split  open,  it  is  found  to  consist  of  fibrils  from 
each  of  the  trunks,  except  the  first  dorsal.  It 
is  larger  than  any  nerve  of  the  superior  extrem- 
ities, is  situated  between  the  axillary  artery  and 
ulner  nerve,  and  passes  obliquely  between  the 
two  heads  of  the  triceps  extensor  cubiti,  after- 
wards behind  the  humerus,  to  the  elbow,  on  the 
outside,  and  gives  branches  to  the  triceps ;  some  of 
its  branches  follow  the  arteries,  terminating 
on  the  heads  of  the  extensors  on  the  back  of  the 
hand. 

The  main  trunk  at  the  elbow,  is  lodged  in  a 
fissure  between  the  brachialis  internus  and  radi- 
al extensors  of  the  carpus,  and  there  gives 
branches  to  the  extensors  of  the  hand  and  the 
supinator.  At  the  head  of  the  radius,  it  divides 
into  two  branches, — the  superficialis  and  pro- 
fundus. The  superficialis  gives  branches  to  the 
extensor  radialis,  supinator  longus,  and  follows 
the  radial  artery.  In  the  middle  of  the  radius  it 
:.s  divided  into  dorsal  and  volar  branch.  The  vo- 
lar goes  to  the  annular  ligaments  and  integu- 
ments of  the  thumb.  The  dorsal  is  subdivided 
into  numerous  branches  which  go  to  the  mus- 
cles between  the  metacarpal  bones  of  the  thumb 
and  fore  finger;  the  principal  branches  run  onto 
the  side  of  the  fore,  middle  and  ring  finger.  The 
profundus  goes  to  the  back  of  the  hand ;  sends 
branches  to  the  different  extensors  of  the  thumb 
and   fingers — and,  sending  twigs  to    the  carpus, 
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annular  HgameDts,  &c.  is  finally  lost    in  the  inte- 
guments of  the  back  part  of  the  metacarpus. 

The  median  or  radial  nerve  from  the  low- 
er part  of  the  plexus,  is  formed  by  fasiculi  from 
all  the  nerves  of  the  plexus.  It  descends  the  hu- 
merus, anterior  to  the  humeral  artery,  to  which, 
and  the  veins,  it  adheres  firmly  by  cellular  sub- 
stance. It  sends  a  few  small  twigs  to  the  ves- 
sels; at  the  head  of  the  elbows  it  slips  over  the 
brachialis  internus,  and  perforates  the  back  pnrt 
of  the  pronator  teres,  passes  between  the  flexor 
radialis  and  musculus  sublimis,  and  goes  in  the 
middle,  between  the  radial  and  ulnar  artery,  in 
its  way  to  the  hand.  It  gives  twigs  to  the  pron- 
ator teres.  Having  given  branches  to  the  fore 
arm,  it  goes  under  the  annular  ligament :  it  now 
divides  into  seven  considerable  nerves;  two  go 
to  the  thumb,  one  to  the  radial  side  of  the  fore 
finger ;  another  branch  supplies  the  adjacent 
side  of  the  middle  and  ring  finger ;  twigs  are 
sent  to  the  small  palm  muscles,  lumbricales,  and 
finally  end  in  the  points  of  the  fingers,  by  nu- 
merous fibres. 

APOTHECARIES. 
For  several  years  past  there  has  been  an  anx- 
iety expressed  by  the  physicians,  to  have  some 
salutary  regulations  introduced  among  apotheca- 
ries, not  only  for  the  purpose  of  making  them 
more  useful,  but,  as  a  body,  that  the  public  may 
feel  more  security,  and  greater  confidence  in 
their  preparations.  It  is  a  lamentable  iact,  that 
too  many  commence  this  business,  if  fhey  have 
been  unfortunate  in  any  other,  totally  ignorant 
of  the  properties  of  the  simplest  drugs.  If  they 
would  confine  themselves  to  the  letter  of  a  pre- 
scription, without  hazarding  an  operation  of  med- 
icine on  the  slight  knowledge  they  may  have  of 
diseases,  it  would  be  less  reprehensible  ;  but  it 
is  too  frequently  the  case,  in  cities,  that  a  young, 
ambitious  apothecary,  is  too  ready  to  dispense 
in  ignorance,  the  very  compounds,  the  chymical 
properties  of  which,  he  is  entirely  unacquainted 
with.  Another  evil  exists,  still  more  lamenta- 
ble, which  is  the  habit  of  trusting  to  a  young  boy, 
whose  preparatory  education  is  inadequate  to 
the  profession  in  which  he  is  employed.  We 
could  collect  a  huge  catalogue  of  fatal  accidents, 
resulting  from  the  carelessness,  but  more  fre- 
quently the  ignorance  of  such  assistants.  Apothe- 
caries ought  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
pharmaceutic  chymistry,  and  no  one  who  has  not 
regularly  prepared  himself  by  a  course  of  stud}', 
in  the  several  branches  which  are  intimately 
connected  with  this  honourable  calling,,  should 
be  permitted  to  deal  with  articles,  generally  so 
important  to  health.  In  Europe,  there  are  no 
companies  01  learned  societies,  better  governed, 
or  more  completely  masters  of  their  profession, 
than  apothecaries  :  but  in  the  United  States,  there 
is  no  system  of  education  adopted,  and  hence  re- 
sults mistrust,  and  frequently  a  disaffection  in  the 
public  mind,  highly  prejudicial  to  their  interest. 
The  Medical  Society  of  this  commonwealth, 
actuated  by  the  most  humane  and  benevolent  mo- 
tives, have  repeatedly  urged  and  recommended 
some  better  regulations  than  have  yet  been  in- 
troduced ;  but  we  regret  to  say,  without  the  sanc- 
tion or  co-operation  of  the  gentlemen  apotheca- 
ries of  the  city.  As  the  society  have  resolvsd 
to  become  petitioners  to  the  legislature  on  their 
own  account,  for  a  correction  of  the  abuses  that 
are  so  apparent,  we  strongly  recommend  onej 


common  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  druggists,  and 
determination  not  to  be  backward  in  the  cause, 
where  their  own  reputation  and  personal  inter- 
est are  so  much  at  stake.  Every  young  man, 
apprenticed  to  an  apothecary,  ought  to  attend 
the  lectures  on  chymistry  and  materia  medica, 
at  the  Medical  College,  when  the  term  commenc- 
es, and  never  be  permitted  to  conduct  an  estab- 
lishment of  his  own,  till  he  is  approbated  by 
a  board  of  censors,  composed  of  the  most  re- 
spectable and  experienced  druggists, — which 
ought  also  to  be  countersigned  by  the  Professor 
of  Chymistry  and  Materia  Medica. 

As  apothecaries  are  numerous  in  this  city,  ma- 
ny of  them,  having  wealth  and  respectability,  and 
feeling  for  the  interest  of  the  community,  we  an- 
ticipate the  endowment  of  a  school,  or  an  asso- 
ciation, for  public  lectures,  that  will  do  away  im- 
positions and  quackery,  which  are  too  preva 
lent. 

A  scientific  apothecary  is  an  important  auxili- 
ary to  the  physician,  a  useful  member  of  socie 
ty,  and  in  the  highest  degree  respectable  :  but 
an  ignorant  pretender  keeps  the  lives  of  his  em- 
ployers is  jeopardy,  so  long  as  they  receive  his 
compounds,  thwarts  the  skill  of  the  most  learn- 
ed physician,  and  disgraces  the  age  in  which  he 
lives. 

Soine  premonitory  symptoms  of  the  most  prevalent 
chronic  disorders. 
A  person,  not  very  ill,  trying  to  hide  from  him- 
self and  others  that  he  is  not  well,  is  fatigued  by 
slight  exertion,  his  circulation  and  respiration  is 
hurried,  he  is  agitated  by  circumstances  that  did 
not  formerly  excite  him  ;  his  sleep  is  disturbed, 
appetite  bad,  irregular ;  he  is  oppressed,  drow- 
sy, flushed  after  eating;  his  bowels  are  uneasy, 
painful  in  their  action ;  his  urine  is  often  thick, 
turbid.  The  skin  is  dry,  scaly,  covered  with  erup- 
tions; eyelids  red;  lips,  specially  the  upper, 
thick;  nose  and  mouth  surrounded  by  scabby 
blotches,  bell)'  tumid,  glandular  swellings  appear 
in  the  neck,  &c. — J.  Baron,  M.  D.  Gloucester, 
(Eng.)  1819. 

In  some  instances,  antiphlogistic  measures  alone,  eva- 
cuant,  tonic  or  alterative,  may  be  tried  without  benefit, 
until  some  change  take  place  in  the  part  affect- 
ed, or  in  the  system  at  large,  enabling  the  remedy 
to  act,  or  probably  place  the  parts  concerned  in  a  situa- 
tion  favourable  to   recovery  of  their  original  action. 


UNIVERSITY    OF    THE    STATE    OF    NEW-YORK. 
COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS. 

City  of  New-York,  May  6th,  1823. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  will  com- 
mence their  course  of  Lectures,  for  the  ensuing  winter 
season,  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  next,  (the  3d) 
at  the  College  in  Barclay-Street. 

Dr.  Hosack,  on  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  and 
Clinical  Medicine. 

Dr.  Macneven,  on  Chymistry. 

Dr.  Post,  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Dr.  Mitchell,  on  Botany  and  Materia  Medica. 

Dr.  Mott,  on  Surgery. 

Dr.  Francis,  on  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children. 

MEDfCAL    AND    CHIRURGICAL    FACULTY    OF    MARYLAND. 

At  the  late  convention  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgi- 
cal  Faculty  of  Maryland,  held  at  the   University  build- 
ings, on  the    2nd  inst.   the   following  gentlemen   were 
elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : — 
Dr.  Robert  Moke,  President. 

George  Frick,  Recording  Secretary. 
John  Buckler,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
William  W.  Handy,  Treasurer. 
Ezra  Gillingham,  Orator. 
Number  of'  Medical  Students   in  the  Transylvania 
University,  170. 


The  publisher  of  the  American  Medical  Recorder  will 
shortly  put  to  press  the  following  works : — 

MEDICAL    JURISPRUDENCE, 

By  J.  A.  Paris,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  Author  of  the  Pharmacologia, 
&c.  and  J.  S.  M.  Fonblanque,  Esq.  Barrister  at  Law  : 
to  which  will  be  added  the  most  valuable  part  of  the 
work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Judge  Cooper,  em- 
bracing additional  matter.  If  possible,  the  edition  will 
be  in  two  volumes,  octavo. 

RUDIMENTS    OF    CHYMISTRY, 

Illustrated  by  Experiments  and  Engravings.  Bv  S. 
Parkes,  F.  L.  S.  F.  S.  A.  &c.  Third  edition,  adapted 
to  the  present  state  of  Chymical  Science. 

ELEMENTARY    SUMMARY    OF    PHYSIOLOGY, 
BY    F.    MACEKDIE. 

Second  edition  of  a  course  of  examinations  on 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  Surgery,  Chymistry,  Mat.  Med. 
Midwifery,  and  Practice  of  Med  adapted  to  the  United 
States.     By  David  Condie,  M.  D. 

A  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  T.  R.  Beck, 
M.  D.  lecturer  on  Med.  at  Fairfield,  N.  Y.  will  appear 
in  October. 


VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

THE  Lectures  at  this  Institution  commence  on  the 
first  Thursday  of  September,  and  continue  thir- 
teen weeks.  Professors,  Joseph  A.  Gallup,  M.  D.  The- 
odore Woodward,  M.  D.  William  Anderson,  Esq.  Amos 
Eaton,  Esq.  and  J.  A.  Allen,  M.  D. 

The  anatomical  preparations  in  Professor  Anderson's 
department  have  been  greatly  increased,  and  liberal  ad- 
ditions are  about  to  be  made  to  the  chemical  laboroto- 
ry.  The  Professor  of  anatomy  expects  to  be  able  to  af- 
ford the  whole  class  an  opportunity  for  practical  anat- 
omy. 

The  medical  degrees  will  be  conferred  at  Castleton 
at  the  close  of  the  lectures. 

The  medical  college  will  be  completely  finished  be- 
fore the  lectures  commence,  and  a  library  will  be  fur- 
nished. Those  students  who  may  want  a  credit  for  lec- 
ture fees.,  are  notified  that  ample  security  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  payment  of  the  same,  before  they  can  be 
admitted.  Z.  Howe,  Sec'y. 

Castleton,  June  10",  1823. 

LEXiNDER  RAMSAY,  M.  D.  of  Edinburgh,  will 
commence  his  summercourse  oflectures  on  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  which  terminate  on  the  middle  of  October. 
The  first  month  will  be  occupied  in  delivering  the  phys- 
iological part  of  his  essays,  published  in  Europe,  found- 
ed on  anatomical  demonstration,  and  in  introducing  the 
student  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  arts  of  dissecting, 
and  in  a  new  manner  of  filling  the  blood  vessels,  on  the 
brute  tribes,  as  the  medium  of  comparative  anatomy. 
The  lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  an  extensive  human, 
and  small  comparative  museum.  The  two  succeeding 
months  will  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  museum, 
from  the  book  of  Reference  to  the  preparations,  aided 
by  the  best  anatomical  authors.  Gentlemen,  in  the 
second  course,  demonstrate  the  lessons  of  the  day,  be- 
fore A.  R. 

A.  R.  begs  leave  to  solicit  the  aid  of  an  enlightened 
people  in  adoption  of  such  means  as  they  deem  most  ef- 
ficient, for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation,  in  dis- 
posing of  his  library  and  museum,  collected,  at  great 
expense  and  labour,  to  facilitate  the  knowledge  of  the 
most  important  of  sciences. 

The  arrangements  embrace  the  doctrines  of  Haller, 
Hunter  and   Cuvier. 

Epistolary  communications,  post  paid,  will  he  attend- 
ed to. 

Conway,  JV.  H.  May  29//iv  1823.  ep4w 
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Extracts  from  "  Essays  on  Fevers,  and  other  7nedi- 
cal  subjects.  By  T."  Miner,  M.  B.  and  W.  Tul- 
lv,  M.  D.  Middletown,  Conn.  July  5,  1823." 

EXPERIENCE. 

An  eminent  practitioner,  surrounded  by  phy- 
sicians, in  whom  the  public  places  little  confi- 
dence, may  sometimes  have  nearly  all  the  severe 
and  anomalous  cases.  Then,  almost  all  the  mor- 
tality, during  a  bad  epidemic,  will  be  3111005  his 
patients.  I  have  known  the  yellow  fever  break 
out  in  a  village,  thus  situated.  All  the  patients, 
except  two,  who  however  died,  belonged  to  a 
man  of  high  eminence  in  his  profession.  About 
three  fifths  of  his  cases,  indeed  all,  except  one, 
to  whom  he  was  seasonably  called,  recovered. 
Considering  the  insidiousness  of  this  disease,  and 
its  rapidity,  this  was  great  success,  the  propor- 
tion of  recoveries  being  much  larger  than  in  our 
southern  cities.  Yet,  a  number  of  ignorant,  cen- 
sorious people  denied  the  existence  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  raised  a  great  clamour,  on  account  of 
the  mortality  among  his  patients,  and  more  than 
insinuated,  that  his  treatment  was  the  cause  of 
their  death.  Instead  of  being  loaded  with  cal- 
umny and  ingratitude,  he  merited  a  statue  of 
gold  for  exposing  his  life  in  the  cause  of  humani- 
ty, and  for  his  incomparable  skill.  I  could  men- 
tion several  other  epidemics,  in  which  nine  tenths 
of  the  patients  belonged  to  a  single  physician. 
Such  circumstances  give  occasion  to  other  phy- 
sicians, to  boast  of  the  few  fatal  cases  they  have 
met  with,  and  of  their  success  and  experience. 

On  no  subject  is  it  so  difficult  to  detect  sources 
of  fallacy,  as  on  that  of  medical  experience.  It  is 
not  experience  merely,  but  right  experience,  that 
is  a  proper  guide. 

PULSE. 

No  one,  who  is  not  in  the  habit  of  counting 
the  puise,  can  judge  with  any  accuracy  of  its 
frequency.  1  have  repeatedly  seen  a  pulse  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty,  mistaken  for  one  of  eighty, 
and  a  hundred  and  fifty,  for  one  of  a  hundred. 
Every  day,  we  see  fulness  mistaken  for  hard- 
ness and  strength.  The  small  wirey  pulse,  a 
sure  mark  of  asthenic  irritation,  is  confounded 
with  the  strong  hard  pulse  of  sthenic  diathesis. 
There  sometimes  exists  an  innate  and  incurable 
want  of  nicety  of  tact,  as  in  Dr.  William  Hunter, 
who  is  said  to  have  acknowledged  that  he  could 
not  distinguish  a  hard  pulse. 

CARCINOMA  OF  THE  EYE- 
In  the  fall  of  1 820,  I  was  called  in  the  night  to 
visit  Mrs.  Willard,  aet.  60,  in  the  town  of  Sterling. 
The  pillows  of  the  bed,  and  many  napkins,  were 
ample  testimonies  that  considerable  blood  had 
been  lost.  For  nine  or  ten  years  before,  there  had 
been  a  dull,  wandering  pain  in  the  globe  of  the 
eye,  sometimes  with  a  lancinating  sensation,  al- 
most insupportable,  as  if  the  eye  were  pierced 
with  a  knife  :  it  became  enlarged.  By  advice, 
the  anterior  chamber  was  punctured  ;  some  re- 
lief followed,  though  of  short  duration,  the 
aqueous  humour  being  so  rapidly  renewed.  The 
eye  had  been  gradually  enlarging,  and  protrud- 
ing from  the  socket,  till  it  was  as  large  as  a  pul- 
let's egg.     That  evening,  while  she  was  attend- 


ing to  the  concerns  of  the  family,  the  eye  burst 
open,  and  for  a  moment,  bled  profusely.  Com- 
presses were  then  applied  :  after  removing  them, 
and  washing  the  eye,  it  strongly  resembled  a 
piece  of  compact  sponge,  of  a  dirty  red  colour, 
exceedingly  porous,  bleeding  slowly  from  an  in- 
finite number  of  extremely  small  vessels.  I  cov- 
ered it  with  lint  and  a  bandage. 

A  day  intervened  before  the  operation.  In 
taking  off  the  lint,  1  left  a  coat  over  the  bleeding 
surface,  that  the  flowing  of  blood  might  not  con- 
ceal any  portion  of  the  eye-lids,  which  there 
would  be  danger  of  wounding.  She  was  placed 
recumbent,  her  hpad  somewhat  elevated.  A  nee- 
dle was  passed  through  the  whole  mass,  to  draw 
it  out;  the  thread,  from  the  loose  texture  of  the 
carcinoma,  was  torn  out  by  very  little  force ; 
with  a  crooked  needle,  1  pierced  considerably 
deeper,  and  through  the  edge  of  the  sclerotica, 
probably  near  its  union  with  the  cornea,  which 
was  so  firm  as  to  answer  every  purpose. 

Dr.  Parker,  of  Shirley,  kept  the  eyelids  drawn 
aside  from  the  tumour,  with  hooks  of  large  sil- 
ver wire,  while  I  forced  a  straight  scalpel,  from 
the  inner  canthus,  to  the  bottom  of  the  orbit, 
and  with  one  circular  incision,  divided  the  eye 
from  the  socket.  A  stream  of  blood,  with  great 
projectile  force,  immediatel}'  followed.  By  in- 
troducing the  fore  finger  into  the  cavity,  the  hae- 
morrhage instantly  ceased ;  not  a  tea-spoonful  of 
blood  was  lost  afterwards.  The  motion  of  my 
finger  nail,  on  the  end  of  the  divided  optic  nerve, 
gave  no  disagreeable  sensation.  The  eyelids 
were  now  pressed  into  Ihe  orbit,  very  smoothly; 
it  had  the  appearance  of  the  inside  of  an  egg- 
shell ;  the  orbit  was  filled  with  dry  lint,  and  a 
compress  was  applied.  Very  little  soreness  or 
inflammation  followed  the  operation,  but  a  disa- 
greeable heavy  pain  in  the  back  of  the  head,  oc- 
casionally. There  has  remained  a  small  fistula 
at  the  inner  angle  of  the  eye,  which  has  contin- 
ued to  discharge  a  very  small  quantity  of  matter, 
scarcely  enough  at  all  times  tn  be  perceived. 
Measures  were  ineffectually  taken  to  prevent 
this  discharge.  The  other  eye,  which  was  sym- 
pathetically weak,  gradually  recovered  its  natu- 
ral strength,  and  the  patient  has  now  as  good 
health,  as  most  persons  of  her  age.  Ed. 

OPERATION— By  Dr.  S.  D.  Townsend,  Jr. 

Heniy  Lawson  was  admitted  in  the  Marine 
Hospital,  1822,  with  Carcinoma  of  the  right  eye, 
which  he  stated  had  been  diseased  several  years, 
since  he  had  the  small  pox.  The  disorganiza- 
tion succeeded  soon  after  receiving  a  blow  from 
a  rope.  The  eye  was  enlarged  to  about  thrice 
its  usual  size,  projecting  from  the  orbit,  but  not 
entirely  covered  by  the  eyelids,  which  were  per- 
fectly sound.  The  vision  was  perfectly  destroy- 
ed, the  organ  presenting  the  appearance  ofa  uni- 
form red  ball.  He  complained  of  pain  passing 
along  the  side  of  the  head,  particularly  in  the 
night  time. 

An  incision  was  made  at  the  outer  angle  of 
the  eye,  about  half  an  inch  backwards;  a  com- 
mon scalpel  was  passed  around  tie  organ  ;  the 
conjunctiva  was  separated  from  the  upper  pal- 


pebra  ;  the  same  process  was  followed  below.' 
A  hook  was  then  plunged  into  the  ball,  and  the 
eye  pulled  out ;  the  muscles  on  each  side  were 
cut  oft,  and  the  optic  nerve  was  divided  from 
above.  The  hemorrhage  was  rather  profuse, 
but  subsided  upon  stuffing  the  orbit  with  lint,  up- 
on which  the  eyelids  were  placed,  over  which, 
compresses  of  lint  were  bound  by  a  bandage. 

The  aqueous  humour  escaped  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operation,  probably  from  an 
accidental  incision  ;  this  evacuation  I  should  think 
advisable  ;  the  enlajged  state  of  the  eye  makes 
more  room  desirable. 

This  operation  requires  a  long  narrow  bistou- 
ry or  knife,  curved  at  the  side.  A  hook  or  nee- 
dle, armed  with  a  ligature,  should  be  plunged 
into  the  eye,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ope- 
ration, to  draw  it  out  from  the  orbit,  thus  giv- 
ing more  room  for  the  knife,  and  making  the 
muscles  more  tense  for  division. 

An  eye  was  successfully  extirpated  last  3rear, 
in  Boston,  by  the  same  gentleman  who  perform- 
ed the  operations  for  cataract,  mentioned  in  No.  8. 


Case  of  Trepan,  by  M.  Dupuytren. 
On  the  first  of  February  last,  M.  Dupuytren 
performed  the  operation  of  trepan  upon  a  pa- 
tient in  the  Hotel  Dieu.  The  patient,  a  young 
man,  had  two  years  before  received  a  stroke  with 
a  pointed  knife,  over  the  upper  and  back  part 
of  the  right  parietal  bone.  It  soon  healed ; 
the  patient  for  a  long  time  experienced  no 
bad  symptoms,  when  at  length  a  tumour  appear- 
ed upon  the  spot  where  the  blow  had  been  in- 
flicted. It  suppurated  and  burst,  and  a  piece  of 
the  point  of  the  knife,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length, 
was  discharged  through  the  wound,  two  months 
and  a  half  before  the  date  of  the  operation.  M. 
Dupuytren  was  of  opinion,  that  the  knife  must 
have  penetrated  through  the  bone  into  the  sub- 
stance of  the  brain.  The  discharge  of  pus  soon 
ceased  ;  the  opening  closed  entirely  ;  but  the  pa- 
tient began  fo  complain  of  pain  in  the  head,  to 
experience  from  time  to  time  rigors,  and  irregu- 
lar feverish  fits  ;  for  which  leeches  behind  the 
ears,  laxatives,  pediluvia.  &c.  were  prescribed. 
These  symptoms  continued  to  increase  in  severi- 
ty; the  patient  was  struck  with  total  palsy  of 
the  left  side,  and  with  occasional  convulsion  of 
the  muscles  of  the  right.  In  fine,  he  lost  the 
powers  of  speech,  sensation  and  intelligence,  and 
laid  in  a  state  of  profound  stupor,  with  slow  ster- 
torous breathing,  and  with  a  slow,  and  what  M. 
Dupuytren  considered  a  feeble  pulse.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  the  symptoms  depended  upon 
compression  of  the  brain  ;  and  as  M.  Dupuytren 
believed,  from  a  collection  of  pus  between  the 
dura  mater  and  the  cranium.  The  trephine, 
with  the  expectation  of  finding  matter  here,  was 
accordingly  applied  in  the  situation  of  the  wound, 
and  a  circular  portion  of  bone  removed  ;  and  the 
surprise  of  the  surgeon  may  be  conceived,  when 
the  dura  mater  was  considered  to  be  quite  healthy. 
Observing,  however,  that  it  projected  into  the 
wound,  M.  Dupuytren  cut  through  the  dura  ma- 
ter, but  he   observed  nothing   unnatural  in   the 
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state  of  the  brain  below,  A  bistoury  was  then 
plunged  to  the  depth  of  more  than  an  inch  into 
ihe  substance  of  the  brain  itself,  and  by  this  open- 
ing, an  ounce  and  a  half  of  pus  was  discharged. 
The  patient,  who  had  not  complained  during 
the  incisions  of  the  scalp,  now  complained  loud- 
ly of  pain  in  the  wounded  parts  ;  he  spoke  dis- 
linctly,  and  answered  with  accuracy  the  ques- 
tions put  to  him.  He  moved  his  limbs  ;it  will,  and 
stretched  out  the  paralytic  arm  to  M.  Dupuy- 
tren  when  he  was  leaving  him.  For  more  than 
forty -eight  hours  after  the  operation,  the  patient 
continued  to  do  well  ;  no  symptoms  appearing 
either  of  inflammation  or  compression  of  the 
brain.  AH  of  a  sudden,  however,  he  fell  into 
violent  convulsions,  which  ended  in  death,  in 
about  two  hours.  The  brain  was  inspected  the 
second  day  after,  and  no  marks  of  inflammation 
of  the  membranes,  or  of  the  brain  itself,  were 
discovered.  There  was  a  small  quantity  of  pus 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abscesses,  but  not  enough  to 
produce  any  degree  of  compression. — Paris,  Feb 
16th,  1823. 


I  put  a  leech  into  a  vessel  of  water  under  the 
exhausted  receiver  of  an  airpump,  but  could 
perceive  no  effect,  although  the  receiver  was 
well  exhausted,  so  that  a  fish  rose  to  the  top  of 
the  water,  and  there  laid  motionless  on  its  back. 

I  put  a  fish,  as  large  again  as  the  leech,  into 
water  with  it.  In  a  short  time  the  leech  put  its 
head  into  the  gills  of  the  fish,  and,  by  sucking 
there,  soon  made  the  fish  lie  on  its  back.  I  took 
the  leech  off",  but  it  immediately  returned  to  the 
gills,  and  quickly  killed  the  fish.  1  then  took  it 
off  again,  but  it  returned,  and  repeated  this  seve- 
ral times.  When  I  took  the  leech  oft',  I  chang- 
ed every  time  the  position  of  the  fish,  as  laying 
it  on  its  opposite  side,  yet  the  leech  always  at- 
tached itself  to  the  same  side  of  the  gills. 


gestive  organs  seems  oftener  connected  with  un- 
due quantity  of  food,  than  with  any  special  qual- 
ity ;  and  with  variety  of  food,  oftener  than  with 
the  qualities  of  any  one  article.  Whoever,  in- 
convenienced by  diet,  hesitates  to  modify  it  by 
common  sense,  should  accuse  only  his  reason. 

It  needs  little,  else  than  common  sense  to  see 
the  force  of  the  above  remarks.  "  Yet  the  force 
of  some  truths  is  lessened  by  the  very  multitude 
and  variety  of  the  facts  which  prove  them.  We 
admit  and  forget  them  at  the  same  time.  Wea- 
ried by  their  repetition,  bewildered  by  their 
multitude,  we  feel  not  their  force ;  we  need 
something  to  wake  consideration  and  attention." 

MENSTRUATION. 

On  no  subject  have  more  erroneous  notions 
been  entertained,  or  more  injurious  directions  giv- 
en, than  on  that  of  disordered  menstruation. 
Prejudice  has  occupied  the  place  of  science. 

A  class  of  medicines,  formerly  called  emmen- 
agogues,  was  supposed  capable  of  specifically 
influencing  the  womb.  It  is  probable  there  are 
no  such  medicines,  and  that  some,  so  employed, 
are  totally  inert.  Instead  of  resorting  to  these, 
let  the  general  health  be  amended  ;  then  men- 
struation will  be  restored.  Disorder  of  one 
function  seldom  exists  long  without  disturbance  of 
others.  "  There  is  not  in  the  body  of  man  one 
law  of  the  head,  (mind)  and  another  of  the  body, 


DIGESTION.— Continued  from  p.  19. 
The  digestive  power  fits  but  a  part  of  every 
article  of  our  food  to  be  kept  in  the  body.  As, 
on  the  outside  of  the  body,  perspiration  continu- 
ally oozes,  bile  and  other  juices  ooze  into  the 
bowels.  Unless  the  unnutritive  food  and  these 
juices  are  duly  discharged,  they  subject  the  bow- 
els to  fatiguing  fullness  and  weight,  obstruction 
of  the  neighbouring  vessels,' chymical  changes 
in  the  mass,  heat  and  irritation,  apparently  pro- 
motive of  piles,  fistula,  &c.  Even  in  total  absti- 
nence, the  bile,  &c.  continue  to  ooze  ;  therefore, 
as  soon  as  any  uneasiness  attends  inactivity  of 
the  bowels,  pass  the  end  of  a  small  candle  or 
other  substance  into  the  rectum,  for  2  or  3 
minutes;  a  discharge  usually  follows,  if  there  is 
excrement  in  the  lower  part  of  the  bowels.  If 
not,  inject  into  the  rectum,  from  1  to  1  1-2 
pint  of  tepid  water,  and  retain  it  as  long  as  yoil 
can ;  the  bowels'  fulness  stimulates  their  dis- 
charge even  above  the  reach  of  the  water. 

In  obstinate  costiveness,  or  when  water  has 
been  often  injected,  it  is  discharged  alone,  and 
a  more  stimulating  injection  is  needed,  as  water 
or  senna-tea,  saturated  with  Glauber's  salts. 

Purges  are  seldom  needed  ;  the  undue  action 
■they  produce  is  generally  followed  by  correspon- 
dent inaction.  Arrest  the  first  inroads  of  disease 
by  the  mildest  measures  likely  to  be  efficient. 

Of  the  healthfulness  or  unhealthfulness  of  any 
article  of  diet,  every  one's  experience  may  teach 


all  is  one  entire  law." — Bacon.  Nous  n'  avons 
pas  des  remedes  pour  chacun  de  nos  organes. — 
Georget. 

In  some  instances,  antiphlogistic  measures 
alone,  evacuant,  tonic  or  alterative,  may  be  tri- 
ed without  benefit,  until  some  change  take  place 
in  the  part  affected,  or  in  the  system  at  large, 
enabling  the  remedy  to  act,  or  probably  place 
the  parts  concerned  in  a  situation  favourable  to 
recovery  of  their  original  action. 


owing  to  external  violence,  would  prove  fatal, 
though  no  means  were  used  to  stop  them.  Ace- 
tate of  lead  has  appeared  to  me  to  have  the 
best  title  to  be  called  an  internal  specific.  It  is 
very  unfortunate,  that  the  useful  quality  of  this, 
and  other  preparations  of  lead,  should  be  joined 
with  other  qualities  of  such  dangerous  nature.  I 
hardly  ever  saw  a  case,  in  which  the  probable 
good  to  be  expected  from  them,  as  styptics,  would 
counterbalance  the  many  certain  mischiefs  arising 
from  their  use. —  W.  Heberden,M.  D.  London. 

Opium,  in  very  large  doses,  has  been  recom- 
mended in  uterine  haemorrhage.  In  syncope, 
with  flooding,  it  may  so  retard  arterial  action,  as 
to  suspend  the  vital  functions,  and  expose  the 
patient  to  imminent  danger. — J.  Barlow,  Lan* 
cashire,  Eng.  1822. 

Nothing  appears  to  us  more  preposterous  than 
the  administration  of  a  sedative  in  a  laige  dose, 
when  the  indication  is  to  remove  passive  state 
of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus,  and  to  re^ 
store  tonicity  to  the  relaxed  vessels  of  this  or- 
gan. If  these  indications  are  just,  they  ought  to 
be  accomplished,  without  increasing  considera- 
bly   the  impetus  of  the   heart's  action. 


HEMORRHAGE.— Continued  from  p.  34. 
It  has  been  the  practice  of  physicians  to  take 
away  blood    from  the  arm,  or  foot,  to    stop  vio- 
lent haemorrhage  from    parts  which  do   not  ad- 
mit topical  application. 

If  it  be  intended  to  weaken  the  power  of  the 
heart,  and  give  the  lips  or  ends  of  the  blood- 
vessels chance  of  collapsing,  or  of  being  plug- 
ged by  more  languid  circulation,  would  not 
this  be  as  likely  te  happen  after  the  patient  had 
been  equally  weakened  by  losing  the  same  quan- 
tity of  blood  from  the  rupture  ?  In  the  mean- 
time he  might  stand  a  chance  of  its  stopping 
spontaneously,  before  he  was  reduced  to  that  de- 
gree of  weakness. 

It  seems  probable,  from  all  the  experience 
which  I  have  had  of  such  cases,  that  where  the 
haemorrhage  proceeds  from  the  breach  of  some 
very  large  vein,  or  artery,  the  opening  of  a  vein 
will  not  stop  the  efflux  of  blood  ;  it  will  stop 
without  the  help  of  the  lancet,  when  it  proceeds 
from  a  small  one. 

A  very  experienced  physician  told  me,  by 
gentle  purges  with  some  of  the  salts,  he  had 
done  more  good  in  excessive  losses  of  blood  from 
the  nose,  than  by  any  other  means.  I  do  not 
lay  great  stress  on  internal  astringent  remedies  ; 
it  does  not  appear  likely  from  reasoning  they 
should  do  any  service  ;  I  am  far  from  being  con- 
vinced, by  experience,  they  ever  do,  except 
perhaps   in    haemorrhages    of  the    primae    viae. 


Peruvian  Bark  has  been  objected  to,  in 
cases  of  considerable  inflammation,  or  where 
free  expectoration  is  important.  This  appeared 
much  more  plausible,  taught  in  the  schools,  than 
when  I  attended  to  experience.  The  unques- 
tionable safety  and  acknowledged  use  of  the 
bark  in  the  worst  stage  of  an  inflammation,  when 
it  is  tending  to  a  mortification,  affords  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  first  of  these  objections ;  and  I  have 
several  times  seen  it  given  plentifully  in  the  con- 
fluent small-pox,  without  lessening  expectoration. 
An  asthma,  which  seemed  near  its  last  stage, 
became  very  little  troublesome  for  several  years, 
during  which  the  patient  took  two  scruples  of 
bark  every  morning  and  night.  In  some  people, 
asthma  returned  periodically,  and  yielded  to  bark. 

=  Heberden. 

Gonorrhea — is  inflammation  of  the  lining  of  the 
urethra.  As  in  other  inflammations,  the  original 
cause  seems  inadequate  to  continue  them  a  long 
time;  gonorrhoea  is  disposed  of  itself  to  subside,  un- 
less kept  up  by  acridity  of  urine,  itching  of  the  ure- 
thra, erection,  pressure  and  handling  of  the  pe- 
nis, undue  motion  or  food,  wine,  spirits,  cold. 

When  the  passage  of  urine  through  the  penis 
is  attended  by  smart,  the  urine  must  be  diluted, 
thus  :  when  you  want  to  make  water,  drink  a 
glass  of  water  and  retain  your  urine  half  an 
hour. 

When  there  is  an}'  disposition  to  erection,  ex- 
pose the  penis  to  the  air,  or  cover  it  with  a 
cloth  wet  in  cold  water. 

Do  not  rub  or  press  the  urethra;  when  it  itch- 
es intolerably,  gently  inject  lukewarm  water  in- 
to it.  Avoid  exercise,  wine,  spirits,  and  strain- 
ing at  stool.  Let  your  movements  be  gentle. 
When  the  urethra  is  painful,  envelop  the  penis 
in  a  poultice  of  old  crumb  of  biscuit  boiled  in 
milk.  There  should  be  a  discharge  from  the 
bowels  daily. 

A  desert-spoonful  of  powdered  Cubebs,  taken 
six  times  daily  in  water,  is  useful  in  early,  acute- 
clap.  Unless  relief  follows  in  2 — 6   days,  cubebs 
should  be  discontinued.  If  its  use  be  interrupted  on 
first  appearance   of   cure,  relapse    follows.     Its 


him  as  it  regards  himself.     Disorder  of  ihe  di-jBut  a  very  small   portion  of  haemorrhages,  not]  medicinal  property,  probably,  resides  in  its  vola 
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tile  oil.  The  fresh  powder  feels  oily  ;  kept  in 
paper,  soon  stains  it ;  has  the  flavour  of  ground 
pepper.  The  berries  are  distinguished  from 
black  pepper,  with  which  they  are  sometimes 
mixed,  by  a  stalk,  which  should  be  removed  be- 
fore the  berries  are  pulverized. 


Francis  Willis,  M.  D.  formerly  rector  of  St. 
Joan's  parish,  Wapping,  was  of  Brazen-nose  Coll. 
Oxford,  became  A.  M.  in  1740,  Bachelor  and 
-Dr.  in  1759;  From  this,  to  1788,  when  he 
took  charge  of  Geo.  ill.  he  testified  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  he  never  had 
less  than  30  patients,  yearly.  Mr.  Pitt  said  he 
felt  it  but  common  justice,  to  commend  the  skill, 
integrity  and  good  sense  of  Dr.  W.  who  had  just 
undergone  a  severe  cross-examination,  calculat- 
ed to  puzzle  simplicity,  and  leave  unguarded  the 
coolness  which  should  accompany  delivery  of 
evidence.  Dr.  VV.  was  remunerated  by  the 
gratitude  of  Parliament. 

His  assistance  was  sought  by  the„  Regent  of 
Portugal,  for  the  queen  his  mother,  who  was  in 
sane  many  years.  Dr.  W.  attended  her  in  Lisbon 
several  months.  Not  being  invested  with  requi- 
site power,  he  declined  to  continue  ;  and,  receiv- 
ing a  handsome  present,  returned  home.  At  his 
death,  he  had  the  care  of  a  number  of  insane  per- 
sons, at  Greatford,  Lincolnshire,  his  residence, 
and  at  Shillingthorpe.  At  85  years  of  age,  he 
rode  90  miles  on  horseback,  in  a  day.  6  weeks  be- 
fore death,  he  had  a  paralytic  stroke.  Dec.  4, 
1808,  evening,  it  was  dark  and  cold;  he  walked 
a  mile,  twice,  to  a  patient :  next  morning,  shav- 
ed himself,  as  usual ;  after  dinner  said  he  was 
very  ill,  and  in  5  minutes  ded  in  his  chair,  aet. 
90.  He  was  buried  Dec.  15,  in  the  church  at 
Greatford,  near  the  altar.  In  his  majesty's  last 
attack, the  care  of  the  royal  person  was  divided  be- 
tween Dr.  R.  Willis,  son  of  Dr.  F.  and  the  attend- 
ant physicians. 


VOICE. 

In  all  animals  there  is  a  striking  resemblance 
in  the  formation  of  the  larynx.  No  animal,  in 
the  particular  organization  of  the  glottis,  so  much 
resembles  man,  as  the  monkey ;  but,  for  the 
want  of  a  small  muscle  to  govern  the  arytenoid 
cartilages,  he  is  unable  to  talk,  because  the  air, 
rushing  from  the  lungs  into  the  ventricles  of  the 
larynx,  distends  them,  like  sacks,  over  which  the 
animal  has  no  command;  hence,  when  in  a  pas- 
s'.on,  when  he  exerts  himself  to  chatter  the  fast- 
est, he  cannot  chatter  at  all,  but  must  wait  till 
the  elasticity  of  the  parts  has  partially  emptied 
the  ventricles;  then  he  is  able  to  make  a  noise 
again.  Some  men,  violently  enraged,  are  una- 
ble to  speak;  the  ventricles  are  distended  so  ra- 
pidly7 and  fully,  the  power  of  the  small  muscles 
is  suspended:  they  contract, as  soon  as  the  quan- 
tity of  air  is  diminished.  The  ass  has  the  same 
arrangement  in  the  larynx,  as  the  monkey, which, 
when  filled,  is  emptied  at  intervals,  voluntarily, 
which  accounts  for  the  variety  of  bray  at  one 
breath. 

The  muscles  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  grad- 
uate the  air  that  passes  through  the  rima  glotli- 
dis,  as  in  singing,  every  note  is  affected  by  min- 
ute contraction* or  relaxation  of  a  few  muscles, 
but  little  larger  than  a  silk  thread.  One  of  the  ob 


not  sing.  The  arytenoideus  obliquus  arise  at  the 
root  of  each  arytenoid  cartilage,  are  inserted  in- 
to the  point  of  the  opposite  one,  cross  each  oth- 
er, and  when  they  both  act  at  once,  close  the 
rima. 

Excellent  musicians  are  not  uncommon,  who 
are  totally  unable  to  make  their  voices  accord 
with  that  of  another.  The  larynx  is  smaller  in 
women  than  in  men;  the  thyroid  cartilages  rath- 
er more  elastic,  which  in  some  measure  explains 
the  phenomenon  of  a  treble  voice;  yet  how  ma- 
ny females  have  these  advantages  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  larynx,  who  cannot  sing  a  note  of  mu- 
sic, yet  are  tolerable  performers  on  the  piano  ! 

1  dissected  a  negro,  whom  1  knew  to  have  been 
expert  on  instruments,  but  who  never  could  raise 
nor  fall  the  eight  notes  with  his  voice.  There 
was  but  one  oblique  arytenoid  muscle  ;  had  there 
been  two,  the  rima  glottidis  would  have  been 
regularly  governed;  but  the  air  overcame  the 
elastic  properties  of  the  arytenoid  eminences.  In 
the  larynx  of  a  woman,  aged  26,  a  natural  sing- 
er, the  muscles  were  distinct  and  perfect.  In  a 
child,  deaf  and  dumb,  they  all  were  regularly 
attached.  In  a  man,  19  years  old,  who  never 
could  sing  two  notes  alike,  nor  distinguish  one 
tune  from  another,  there  was  but  one  oblique 
arytenoid  muscle.  The  cochlea  is  so  delicate 
and  small,  as  to  elude  the  research  of  any  anato- 
mist, who  may  attempt  to  demonstrate  the  differ- 
ence between  a  musical  ear,  and  one  not  adapt- 
ed to  musical  tones.  All  birds  that  sing,  have  a 
cochlea  ;  almost  every  other  animal,  but  man, 
have  only  the  machinery  of  the  vestibule  and 
semicircular  canals. 

Ventriloquists  acquire  command  over  the  lar- 
yngeal muscles  and  the  velum  pendulum  palati, 
by  which  the  voice  is  modulated  in  the  fauces, 
independently  of  the  lips.  All  labial  sounds  en- 
tirely depend  on  the  velum,  which  depends  from 
the  posterior  edge  of  the  ossa  palati,  and  pteri- 
goid  processes  of  the  sphenoid  bone,  and  forms 
the  partition  between  the  nose  and  mouth,  so 
conspicuous  in  the  throat.  Ventriloquists  endea- 
vour to  avoid  dental  sounds,  because,  as  they  re- 
quire the  teeth  in  their  pronunciation,  discourse 
can  be  maintained  for  hours,  without  using  a 
word  which  has  a  dental  accent :  the  voice  is  re- 
verberated in  the  frontal  and  sphenoidal  sinuses, 
as  in  common  conversation;  the  whole  strength 
is  given  by  those  cavities  to  the  sentances.  In 
consequence  of  severe  inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  nose,  which  probably  ex- 
tended to  the  sinuses,  a  ventriloquist  was  inca- 
pacitated from  practice  several  weeks.  Are  the 
sinuses  larger  in  ventriloquists?  I  know  no  in- 
stance of  female  ventriloquists  :  their  sinuses  are 
much  smaller,  generally,  than  in  men. 

In  those  persons,  whose  voices  have  uniform- 
ly been  feminine  or  squeaking,  the  sinuses  have 
never  opened.      Eunuchs    have    no    change    of 
voice  ; — they  are  excellent  singers.     Do  the  sin- 
uses   never  become  enlarged  nor  open  into  each 
other,  in  consequence  of  early  castration  ?     Men, 
who  have    strong,   hollow,  deep    toned    voices, 
have   very  large   cavities  in    the  os  frontis    and 
maxillary  bones.     Till  there  is  an    evolution  of 
the   sinuses,  at  puberty,  the   voice  is  small  and 
faint.     Such  animals  as  growl,  bark,  or  scream 
shrilly,  have   a    provision   in  the   bones  of  the 
scull,  equivalent  to  the  mastoid  and  other  sinus 


lique  arytenoid  muscles  isnot  unfrequently  want- 
ing, and  where  this  is  the  case,  there  can  be  nojes.     In  the  lion,  they  are    remarkably  large;   in 
doubt,  it  is  a  conclusive  reason  why  the  person  can- (the  elephant,  whose  voice   is  weak,  they   are 


small ;  in  the  serpent,  scarcely  perceptible  ;  hence 
it  only  hisses.  ■■ 

POTANY. 

This  science,  like  those  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, is  rapidly  gaining  that  high  consideration 
which  Linnas us  and  his  industrious  successors  so  ar- 
dently desired.  Like  Chymistry  it  has  become 
subservient  to  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  and  ap- 
pears indispensably  connected  with  the  study  of 
medicine.  Whatevei  conduces  to  the  general 
good  of  mankind,  promotes  a  rational  happiness, 
and  enlarges  the  understanding  ; — whatever  study- 
has  for  its  object  the  dimunition  of  common  mis- 
eries, and  a  tendency  to  enlighten  our  views  of 
the  astonishing  wonders  of  creation,  is  worthy  of 
man,  and  will  exalt  his  natural  character  in  the 
estimation  of  the  wise  and  distinguished,  in  all 
ages  of  the  world.  The  summer  months  are 
particularly  the  season  for  making  proficiency 
in  this  interesting  science  :  the  flowers  are  now 
expanded  ;  the  foliage  is  drest  in  living  green, 
and  nature,  as  though  proud  of  her  variegated 
scenery,  displays  the  richest  beauties  of  crea- 
tion. It  is  thought  by  many  people  too  much 
burdened  with  technical  phraseology,  which 
rather  has  a  tendency  to  discourage  the  student 
in  the  commencement  of  his  studies,  than  to  ex- 
cite that  warm  interest,  necessary  for  the  com- 
prehension of  its  intrinsic  utility. 

Without  system,  we  may  as  well  be  without 
knowledge ;  other  people  will  appreciate  our 
acquirements,  or  derive  benefit  from  our  knowl- 
edge, only  by  our  exactness  and  methodical  ar- 
rangement. 

The  president  of  the  Linnaean  Society,  James 
E.  Smith,  whose  genius  and  industry  commands 
the  respect  of  his  contemporaries,  has  done  much 
to  simplify  and  facilitate  the  progress  of  botany. 
The  Linnaef.n  system,  which  derives  a  conse- 
quence from  its  simplicity,  meets  with  an  honest 
praise  in  the  works  of  Dr.  Smith. 

He  says,  "as  the  discriminating  characters  of 
the  Linnacan  system  are  founded  in  nature  and 
facts,  and  depend  upon  parts  essential  to  every 
species  of  plant  in  perfection  ;  and  as  the  appli- 
cation of  them  to  practice,  is,  above  all  other 
systems,  easy  and  intelligible,  I  conceive  nothing 
more  useful  can  be  done,  than  to  perfect,  upon 
its  own  principles,  any  parts  of  this  system  that 
experience  may  show  to  have  been  originally 
defective.  This  is  all  I  presume  to  do.  Specu- 
lative alterations  in  an  artificial  sj'stem  are  end- 
less, and  scarcely  answer  any  more  useful  pur- 
pose than  changing  the  order  of  letters  in  an  al- 
phabet. The  philosophy  of  botanical  arrange- 
ments, or  the  study  of  the  natural  affinities  of 
plants,  is  quite  another  matter. 

It  would  be  as  idle,  while  we  pursue  this  last 
mentioned  subject,  so  deep  and  so  intricate,  that 
its  most  able  cultivators  are  only  learners,  to  lay 
aside  the  continual  use  of  the  Linnaean  system,  as 
it  would  be  for  philologists  and  logicians  to  slight 
the  convenience  and  necessity  of  the  alphabet, 
and  to  substitute  the  Chinese  character  in  its 
stead."  — — - 

MEDICAL  EDUCATION. 
Would  it  not  be  best  that  discussion  of  matters 
of  opinion,  and  unsettled  points,  should  be  con- 
lined  to  journals  and  ephemeral  papers,  and  not 
find  place,  but  by  note  or  reference,  in  books  of 
the  principles  of  science  ?  When  a  doctrine, 
which  has  been  thought  established,  is  reasona- 
bly doubted,  is  it  not  best,  in  such  books,  to  say, 
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the  account  of  • 


may  be  found  in 


If  crude  speculations,  which  attend  the  progress 
of  science,  are  admitted  to  the  dignity  of  a  place 
among  what  are  thought  established  principles, 
are  not  inducements  lessened  to  mature  research  ? 

Would  it  not  be  well  if  instructions  in  chymis- 
try  to  medical  students  were  confined  to  the  sci- 
ence, as  applied  to  medicine  ?  Has  not  the  stu- 
dent enough  to  do,  in  studying  the  immediate 
objects  of  medicine  ?  Does  not  simultaneous  stu- 
dy of  other  objects  lessen  the  force  of  these  ? 
If  chymistry,  in  all  its  relations,  is  thought  essen- 
tial to  medical  students,  should  not  its  pursuit 
precede  objects  immediately  medical  ? 

Do  pupils  of  medical  schools  receive  there 
any  thing  like  the  instruction  they  would  receive, 
were  their  attention  more  concentrated  ? 


The  Board  of  Health  Commissioners,  to  obviate  the 
difficulties  that  have  arisen  in  the  formation  of  a  cor- 
rect list  of  mortality,  request  every  physician  of  Boston, 
to  leave  in  the  family  of  every  patient,  whom  they  may 
not  be  able  to  save,  a  note  of  the  age  and  disease  of 
which  the  person  died,  to  be  sent  by  the  undertaker, 
to  the  superintendent  of  buryin 


iST  grounds. 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 
The   public   annual  course  of  Medical   lectures  will 
commence  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  September,  and 
continue  fifteen  weeks  ;  during  the  whole  of  which,  the 
course  of  instruction  in  anatomy  will  be  continued. 

Dr.  Jerome  V.  C.  Smith,  on  general  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

Dr.  John  P.  Batchelder,  on  Surgery,  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  as  subservient  to  the  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Dr.  Henry  H.  Childs,  on  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

Dr.  Asa  Burbank,  on  Obstetrics. 
Dr.  John   Delamatter,  on   Materia  Medica  and 
Pharmacy. 

Prof.  C.  Dewy,  of  Williams  College,  on  Chymistry, 
Botany,  Mineralogy,  Natural  and  Experimental  Philos- 
ophy. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by 

Besides  the  public  lectures,  a  regular  course  of  in- 
struction will  be  continued  throughout  the  year,  un- 
der the  tuition  of  the  resident  Professors. 

Young  gentlemen,  who  have  entered  the  institution 
as  resident  students,  will  have  access  to  an  extensive 
library,  a  cabinet  of  minerals,  consisting  of  about  1000 
specimens,  and  a  museum  of  valuable  anatomical  pre- 
parations. They  will  also  hate  three  recitations  a 
week,  during  the  lecture  term  in  autumn,  and  daily  re- 
citations during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Botany,  Geology  and  Mineralogy  will  be  attended  to 
in  the  intervals  between  the  regular  study  hours. 

Lectures  on  Osteology  and  such  parts  of  human  an- 
atomy as  can  be  demonstrated  on  dry  and  wet  prepa- 
rations, will  be  delivered  from  time  to,  time.  Compar- 
ative anatomy  will  also  receive  its  share  of  attention. 

Resident  graduates  and  students  will  be  permitted  to 
attend  all  the  meetings  of  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  His- 
tory, except  those  in  which  special  or  confidential  busi- 
ness is  transacted. 

A  candidate  for  admission  into  the  Institution,  must 
possess  a  fair  moral  character,  and  a  competent  knowl- 
edge of  the  Latin  and  English  languages,  and  of  such 
other  branches  of  general  education  as  are  deemed  ne- 
cessary by  the  faculty,  and  give  the  usual  college  bond. 
No  student  can  be  admitted  for  a  less  term  than  a 
quarter.  Students  will  not  be  taxed  for  the  use  of 
rooms  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  Trustees  confidently 
expect  that  a  generous  public  will  place  funds  in  their 
hands,  which  will  enable  them  to  contiuue  that  privi- 
lege. 

Commodious  lecture  rooms  will  be  fitted  up  for  the 
next  lecture  term  ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  a  spacious 
building  will  be  erected,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year,  in  which  all  the  lectures  may  be  delivered,  and 
the  Cabinet  of  Minerals  and  collections  belonging  to  the 
Lyceum,  Anatomical  Preparations,  &c.  deposited. 


By  an  agreement,  sanctioned  by  the  Government  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
will  be  conferred  by  the  authority  of  the  Trustees  of 
Williams  College,  at  a  commencement  holden  for  that 
purpose,  in  the  Institution,  on  the  Thursday  next  fol- 
lowing the  close  of  the  lecture  term,  or  at  the  annual 
commencement  of  Williams  College. 

Examination  of  canditates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  will  commence  on  the  Friday  next  preceding 
the  commencements  above  mentioned,  and  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Faculty  of  the  Institution,  which  will  be 
comprized  of  all  the  Professors  or  Lecturers,  or  those 
Avho  give  public  instruction  in  the  Institution,  and  such 
other  professional  gentlemen  as  may  be  hereafter  asso- 
ciated with  them  for  that  purpose.  As  these  examina- 
tions are  to  be  private  and  confidential,  if  the  candidate 
fail,  it  will  never  be  known  that  he  has  been  examined. 
The  successf  ul  canditate  will  receive  a  certificate  of  his 
qualification,  signed  by  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  and 
directed  to  the  President  and  Trustees  of  Williams  Col- 
lege, for  Avhich  he  must  pay  twelve  dollars  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  Institution.  This  is  in  full  for  all  grad- 
uating fees,  those  to  Williams  College  included. 

Before  a  candidate  can  be  admitted  to  an  examina- 
tion, he  must  give  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  possess- 
es a  fair  moral  character,  a  competent  knowledge  of 
the  Latin  language,  and  has  studied  three  full  years  in 
this  Institution,  or  under  the  tuition  of  a  respectable 
practitioner,  and  has  attended  two  full  courses  of  lec- 
tures on  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Surgery,  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy,  Chy- 
mistry, and  Midwifery.  A  competent  knowledge  of 
Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy,  Botany,  and  Le- 
gal Medicine,  will  also  be  required.  One  of  the  course 
of  lectures  must  have  been  attended  at  this  Institution. 
Credit  will  be  given  for  the  other,  if  attended  at  any 
incorporated  medical  school,  in  which  the  same  branch- 
es are  taught,  by  an  equal  number  of  lecturers  or  pro- 
fessors as  in  this  Institution. 

Every  candidate  intending  to  offer  himself  for  exami- 
nation, must  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  the  Dean  of 
the  Faculty,  at  least  four  weeks  previous  to  the  time 
appointed  for  examination,  and  at  the  same  time  leave 
a  dissertation,  written  by  himself,  on  some  subject  con- 
nected with  medicine,  with  that  officer,  to  be  examined 
by  the  Faculty.  In  case  the  candidate  has  been  un- 
successful in  his  examination,  the  dissertation  will  be 
returned  to  him  ;  if  successful,  he  will  be  required  to 
read  and  defend  his  dissertation  on  the  day  of  the  com- 
mencement, Jxekl  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  lec- 
ture term  ;  or  on  the  day  preceding  the  annual  com- 
mencement at  Williams  College  ;  in  which  case  the  dis- 
sertation must  have  been  lodged  with  the  Dean  of  the 
Faculty,  at  least  six  weeks  previous  to  commencement. 

TERMS  FOR  LECTURES,  &c. 
Fees  for  all  the  Lectures,  dol.  40  00 

Tuition  for  a  year,  exclusive  of  Lectures,  50  00 

Graduation  Fees,  12  00 

Price  for  board  in  the  Institution,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging,  and  room  rent,  per  week,  1  75 
Tickets  for  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Chymistry, 
Botany,  Mineralogy,  and   Natural  and  Experi- 
mental Philosophy,  6  00 
Gentlemen  who  have  received   the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine,  or  who  have   attended  two  full    courses  of 
lectures  at  any  incorporated  Medical  School  ;   also  Fel- 
lows of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  may  attend 
lectures  gratis. 

Dr.  Smith  is  happy  to  inform  the  gentlemen  who  hon- 
oured the  Institution  the  last  season,  as  well  as  those 
who  contemplate  attending  the  ensuing  course,  that 
besides  the  enlarged  anatomical  collection,  selected 
with  great  care,  the  addition  of  a  splendid  set  of  ana- 
tomical preparations  in  wax  is  anticipated,  representing 
vertical  and  longitudinal  sections  of  the  brain,  large 
and  highly  wrought  models  of  the  internal  ear,  and  the 
male  organs  of  pro-creation  :  also  a  female  figure,  80 
lbs.  in  weight,  exhibiting  the  foetus  in  utero,  funis  um- 
bilicalis,  placenta,  membranes,  abdominal  viscera,  dia- 
phragm, pectoral  muscles,  carotid  arteries,  jugular 
veins,  and  the  muscles  and  important  vessels  of  the 
thigh,  made  by  that  celebrated  artist,  Mr.  H.  Williams, 
of  Boston. 

Students  will  have  a  privilege,  not  usually  granted  in 
other  Medical  Institutions,  of  taking  preparations,  on  li- 
brary-days to  their  rooms.  Piltsjield,  Mass. 


MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  at  Dartmouth  College  will 
commence  on  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  Septem- 
ber next,  viz.  two  weeks  after  the   College  Commence-, 
ment,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
Hanover,   N.  H.  July  21st,  1823. 

MEDICAL    NOTICE.  ' 

THE  subscriber  gives  notice  to  students  of  Medicine, 
and  those  who  are  about  to  commence  the  study, 
that  he  will  instruct  pupils  in  all  the  branches  of  medi- 
cal science,  but  more  particularly  in  anatomy  and  sur- 
gery, as  his  advantages  and  facilities  to  instruct  in 
these  branches,  are  rendered  equal,  if  not  superior  to 
any  other  individual's  of  this  vicinity,  by  an  exten- 
sive collection  of  anatomical  preparations ;  among 
which  are  some  elegant  specimens  of  minute  and  rare 
injection. 

In  addition  to  the  advantages  of  the  preparations,  the 
students  will  have  a  privilege  of  attending  each  lesson, 
a  course  of  dissertations  and  demonstrations  from  the 
recent  subject ;  each  student  will  also  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  dissect,  at  least  one  season  before  his  term  of 
pupilage  closes. 

Such  books  as  are  necessary  will  be  furnished,  and  a 
large,  convenient,  and  pleasantly  situated  room,  in  the 
central  part  of  the  city,  is  provided  for  the  apartment  of 
study. 

Tuition,  including  fire-wood  and  lights,  fifty  dollars 
per  year.— Albany,  July  Uth,  1823.     Alden  March. 

VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

THE  Lectures  at  this  Institution  commence  on  the 
first  Thursday  of  September,  and  continue  thir- 
teen weeks.  Professors,  Joseph  A.  Gallup,  M.  D.  The- 
odore Woodward,  M.  D.  William  Anderson,  Esq.  Amos 
Eaton,  Esq.  and  J.  A.  Allen,  M.  D. 

The  anatomical  preparations  in  Professor  Anderson's 
department  have  been' greatly  increased,  and  liberal  ad- 
ditions are  about  to  be  made  to  the  chemical  laborato- 
ry. The  Professor  of  anatomy  expects  to  be  able  to  af- 
ford the  whole  class  an  opportunity  for  practical  anat- 
omy. 

The  medical  degrees  will  be  conferred  at  Castleton 
at  the  close  of  the  lectures. 

The  medical  college  will  be  completely  finished  be- 
fore the  lectures  commence,  and  a  library  will  be  fur- 
nished. Those  students  who  may  want  a  credit  for  lec- 
ture fees,  are  notified  that  ample  security  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  payment  of  the  same,  before  they  can  be 
admitted.  Z.  Howe,  Sec'y. 

Castltton,  June  10,  1823. 

ALEXANDER  RAMSAY,  M.  D.  of  Edinburgh,  wili 
commence  his  summercourse  of  lectures  on  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  which  terminate  on  the  middle  of  October. 
The  first  month  will  be  occupied  in  delivering  the  phys- 
iological part  of  his  essays,  published  in  Europe,  found- 
ed on  anatomical  demonstration,  and  in  introducing  the 
student  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  arts  of  dissecting, 
and  in  a  new  manner  of  filling  the  blood  vessels,  on  the 
brute  tribes,  as  the  medium  of  comparative  anatomy. 
The  lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  an  extensive  human, 
and  small  comparative  museum.  The  two  succeeding 
months  will  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  museum, 
from  the  book  of  Reference  to  the  preparations,  aided 
by  the  best  anatomical  authors.  Gentlemen,  in  the 
second  course,  demonstrate  the  lessons  of  the  day,  be- 
fore A.  R. 

A.  R.  begs  leave  to  solicit  the  aid  of  an  enlightened 
people  in  adoption  of  such  means  as  they  deem  most  ef- 
ficient, for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation,  in  dis- 
posing of  his  library  and  museum,  collected,  at  great 
expense  and  labour,  to  facilitate  the  knowledge  of  the 
most  important  of  sciences. 

The  arrangements  embrace  the  doctrines  of  Haller, 
Hunter  and   Cuvier. 

Epistolary  communications,  post  paid,  will  be  attend- 
ed to. 

Conway,  JV.  H.  May  29 tk,  1823.  ep4w 
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VITAL  ACTIONS. 
The  period,  between  the  application  of  a  stim- 
ulus,,and  the  consequent  formation  of  new  ac- 
tion, is  marked  by  weakness  and  disorder  of  the 
functions  of  the  part. 

Actions,  radically  the  same,  are  always  pro- 
duced by  the  same  stimulus;  the  degree  of  stim- 
ulus being  varied,  may  produce  them  in  an  ap- 
parently different  manner.  Moderate  heat  as- 
sists natural  action,  and  produces  a  pleasant  sen- 
sation ;  to  immoderate,  inflammation  ensues, 
which  is  an  increase  of  natural  action.  Actions, 
artificially  produced,  continue  some  time  after 
the  exciting  cause  is  removed. 

One  part  of  the  body  may  be  affected  more 
than  another;  sometimes  one  organ  cnly ;  the 
whole  system  suffers  with  the  affected  part,  hut 
in  a  much  less  degree. 

Specific  inflammation,  when  it  attacks  a  part, 
does  not  generally  affect  parts  immediately  con- 
tiguous, unless  some  stimulus  be  applied  to  them  ; 
for  in  such  cases,  the  susceptibility  of  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  to  this  excitement  is  lessened. 
This  is  instanced  in  the  small  pox,  and  other 
eruptive  and  contagious  diseases,  wherein,  if 
there  be  no  other  but  the  exciting  cause,  the 
eruption  will  be  comparatively  small ;  if  other 
stimulants  be  applied,  such  as  heat,  or  a  diet 
which  excites  increased  actian,  the  eruption  at 
tacks  parts  whose  susceptibility  was  before  di 
minished. 

Actions  suddenly  induced  in  perfectly  healthy 
parts,  affect  them  more  Seriously  than  when 
gradually  produced.  The  quicker  the  transi- 
tion from  health  to  disease,  the  greater  the  suf- 
fering and  danger.  Patients  under  chronic  dis- 
eases, sustain  operations  better  than  those  whom 
accident  subjects  to  operations  :  the  constitution, 
having  been  aecustomed  to  inflammatory  action, 
has,  in  a  degree,  assimilated  itself  to  it,  and 
therefore  suffers  less  from  that  induced  by  the 
operation. 

A  new  agent,  on  its  first  application,  affects 
the  system  quicker,  and  more  dangerously,  the 
nearer  it  approaches  the  condition  the  agent  tends 
to  produce.  An  emetic,  in  a  nauseous,  oppress- 
ed stomach,  operates  quicker,  the  quantity  re- 
quired to  produce  vomiting  is  less,  than  in  the 
healthy  stomach. 

There  is  sympathy  between  contiguous  parts. 
Increased  action  in  a  part  is  communicated, 
though  in  less  degree,  to  surrounding  parts.  If 
there  be  diminished  action,  after  the  removal 
of  the  cause,  the  parts  contiguous  communicate, 
to  the  one  affected,  greater  than  its  accustomed 
action,  productive  of  unpleasant  sensations. 

An  affected  part  bears  disease  much  longer 
from  the  support  it-  obtains  from  its  neighbour- 
hourhood.  When  destruction  of  a  part  is  effect- 
ed, contiguous  parts  are  weakened  ;  if  such  de- 
struction be  great,  the  whole  system  sympathizes. 
Increased  action  of  a  part  tends~to  increase  or 
diminish  the  action  of  another  for  a  time,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  Parts  contiguous,  of  simi- 
lar structure,  exhibit  most  frequently  an  associ- 
ating sympathy ;  action  spreads  more  rapidly. 
Contiguous  parts  of  dissimilar  structure,  exhibit 
generally  the  sympathy  of  equilibrium. 


Local  actions  extend  themselves  farther  and 
quicker  in  parts  similar  to  the  one  in  which  the 
action  commenced.  When  one  portion  of  a  gland 
inflames,  the  other  immediately  sympathizes 
with  it;  the  surrounding  cellular  substance  and 
skin  require  much  longer  time  to  be  affected. 
From  this  circumstance  we  are  frequently  ena- 
bled to  check  the  progress  of  cutaneous  affec- 
tions, by  caustic  applied  round  the  diseased  spot  ; 
the  action,  not  extending  deeper  than  the  skin, 
will  not  overleap  the  substance  disorganized  by 
the  caustic. 

An  animal  is  more  readily  affected  by  Conta- 
gion, generated  by  its  own  kind  than  by  another 
species  ;  parts  similar  to  those  producing  conta- 
gion are  more  susceptible  of  it  than  those  which 
differ  in  structure  and  functions.  The  matter 
formed  in  the  glands  of  the  urethra,  in  gono  rr- 
hcea,  evidently  shows  greater  disposition  to  af- 


fect parts  which  secrete,  than    those  which   do 
not. 

The  action  of  a  part  becomes  irregular  and 
imperfect  on  removal  of  an  accustomed  stimulus, 
because  an  agent  which  used  to  contribute  to  its 
production  is  absent ;  as  all  new  or  irregular  ac- 
tions excite  disagreeable  sensations,  pain  follows 
such  removal. 

There  is  a  capability  in  the  mind  to  perceive 
and  take  cognizance  of  the  bodily  actions  ;  from 
long  continuance,  or  constant  repetition  of  them, 
we  become  insensible  to  them,  unless  they  are 
disturbed  and  produce  disagreeable  sensations. 
Violent,  irregular  contractions  of  the  heart  are 
immediately  noticed  ;  they  produce  palpitation  ; 
its  natural  action  is  continued  without  giving  a' 
particular  sensation  by  which  we  are  instigated 
to  observe  its  motions. 

By  habit,  some  actions  become  in  a  manner 
natural,  being  supported  by  natural  agents  ope- 
rating when  the  actions  began.  There  is  a  cer- 
tain revolution,  or  exacerbation  and  remission, 
at  particular  periods,  in  all  general  actions.  The 
energy  of  the  system  is  greater,  and  the  action 
more  perfect  in  the  morning  :  in  the  evening,  in 
quite  debilitated  constitutions,  there  is  a  degree 
of  fever. 

The  functions  or  different  actions  are  less  effi- 
cient during  sleep  ;  the  mental  agency,  which, 
by  long  contiauance,  consumes  much  energy,  is 
suspended  :  a  regular  revolution  commences 
when  we  first  begin  to  observe  a  regular  season 
for  rest  or  labour  ;  this  becomes  so  necessary  to 
the  constitution,  if  we  adhere  to  one  for  24  hours, 
we  are  sensible  of  the  change  the  other  would 
produce.  During  disease,  this  revolution  contin- 
ues, though  the  exertion  be  no  greater  in  the 
day  than  at  night.  From  this  circumstance  we 
account  foi  the  greater  frequency  of  pulse  and 
exacerbation  of  fever  in  many  diseases  toward 
evening,  and  remission  toward  evening  in  inflam- 
matory disease  ;  the  natural  action  is  diminished, 
and,  as  in  health,  inflammatory  action  consists  in 
morbid  increase  of  action,  we  can  conceive  of 
a  diminution  of  it  at  night. 

When  a  foreign  substance  is  in  the  eye,  the 
achryrnal  gland  pours. out  its  tears  and  washes 


the  cuticle  removes  the  source  ofirritation  to  adis- 
tanee,  whence  it  is  incapable  of  affecting  the  true 
skin  ;  if  it  be  affected,  pus,  soon  formed,  is  an  agent 
for  its  removal.  When  much  of  the  skin  is  in- 
flamed, the  internal  parts  suffer  diminution  of  ac- 
tion, the  heart  sends  the  blood  less  forcibly  to 
the  surface.  When  the  action  of  the  cuticular 
nerves  is  diminished,  the  blood  is  more  power- 
fully propelled  ;  the  nerves  of  the  surface  be- 
come invigorated,  and  are  soon  restored  to  their 
proper  action. 

Inflammation.  Pain,  increased  heat  and  red- 
ness, with  an  unusual  turgency,  constitute  in- 
flammation ;  local  symptoms,  present  in  consid- 
erable degree,  or  attacking  parts  of  great  sensi- 
bility, are  accompanied  with  fever,  or  diseased 
action  in  the  whole  s}'stem. 

In  all  cases  of  extensive  inflammation,  there' 
are  two  stages ;  the  symptoms  of  the  one  are 
common  to  all  new  actions  during  their  forma- 
tion, those  of  the  other  are  peculiar  to  inflam- 
matory action.  The  first  stage  presents  weak- 
ness, lassitude,  dullness,  pulse  hurried  and  di- 
minutive, tongue  parched,  head  confused  and 
painful,  the  functions  of  the  stomach  disordered. 
The  second  is  marked  by  a  harder  pulse,  thirst, 
coldness ;  then  heat,  restlessness,  uneasiness. 
The  local  disease  becomes  manifest  when  these 
symptoms  appear ;  its  progress  and  disposition  is 
in  proportion  to  their  violence,  the  part  becom- 
ing red,  painful  and  swelled,  at  the  same  time 
that  its  functions  are  impaired. 

Fever  seldom  abates  after  this  topical  affec- 
tion occurs,  except  in  specific  disease  ;  it  frequent- 
ly becomes  more  violent,  continuing  till  the  lo- 
cal disease  be  removed  or  changed  in  its  nature. 

When  inflammation  is  suddenly  induced,  from 
any  powerful  agent  acting  locally,  febrile  symp- 
toms do  not  appear  till  the  local  affection  is  es- 
tablished. In  this  case  the  fever  is  called  symp- 
tomatic, because  it  is  entirely  dependant  on  the 
topical  affection.  When  it  precedes  the  affec- 
tion, or  is  coeval  with  it,  it  is  called  idiopathic  ; 
for  it  is  produced  by  direct  operation  of  the  cause 
which  induces  the  local  affection.  Perhaps  in, 
all  such  cases,  fever  becomes  symptomatic,  even- 
tually. 

The  cause  of  a  local  complaint  may  be  so  tri- 
fling, the  injury  a  part  sustains  so  inconsiderable, 
as  not  to  induce  any  other  than  local  affection. 
When  local  inflammation  can  be  removed,  and 
the  part  suffers  no  considerable  change,  the  cure 
is  said  to  be  performed  by  resolution.  When  all 
the   inflammatory  symptoms  disappear,  and  the 


called  scirrhus, 
there   more  fre- 


part  remains  in  induration,  it  is 
Glandular  affections  terminate 
quently  than  any  other.  Inflammation  termi- 
nates by  suppuration,  when  the  structure  of  a 
part  is  destroved,  and  a  new  secretory  action  is 
established,  filling  the  cavity,  formed  by  destruc- 
tion of  inflamed  parts,  with  pus. 

From  attention  to  the  symptoms  of  all  inflam- 
matory actions,  we  need  seldom  err  in  prognos- 
tication. They  are  pain,  redness,  heat  for  some 
time  severe,  then  less  ;  the  pain  is  first  more  pul- 


away  the  intruder.     Under  a  blister,  elevation  of  [sating,  the  pact  swells,  gradually  softens  and  flue- 
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tuates.  This  last  change  is  generally  preceded 
by  chill.  In  inflammations  of  membranous  parts, 
which,  when  healthy,  secrete  a  fluid,  a  fluid  is 
formed  differing  from  pus,  and  more  like  the  na- 
tural secretion.  The  inflammation  then  is  di- 
minished;  chill  seldom  follows;  the  structure  of 
the  part  suffers  no  farther  injury,  than  distention 
of  its  cavity,  if  it  be  one,  or  turgency  of  its  ves- 
sels. Its  functions  are  often  impaired  from  the 
presence  of  the  unnatural  fluid.  Hydrothcrax  is 
generally  preceded  by  inflammation,  terminating 
thus  ;  as  is  the  viscid  catarrhal  discharge  from 
the  nose,  and  the  apparently  purulent  discharge 
from  the  urethra,  after  application  of  acrid  sub- 
stances. 

When  inflammation  overpowers  the  action  of 
a  part,  and  manifests  no  tendency  to  any  of  these 
terminations,  it  will   probably  soon    terminate  in 
mortification  ;  specially  if  the  dark  pulse  become 
more  frequent   and  feeble,  with    prostration  of 
strength,  and  if  proper  remedies  do  not  check 
the  disease.     The  part  first  becomes  purple,  then 
black,  loses  its  temperature,  the  cuticle  blisters, 
and,  wherever  the  disease  is,   becomes  flabby, 
»ffensive,  insensible.     Though   the    part,   after 
mortification  is  established,  is  destitute  of  sensa- 
tion, previously  the  pain  is  acute  ;  after,  the  parts 
immediately  in  the  neighbourhood  are  excessive- 
ly irritable  ;  in   most  cases,  nearly  in   the   same 
state  the   mortified  one  was  before  its  total  de- 
struction.    Mortification,  when  it  affects  only  the 
cellular  substance,  has  been  supposed  to  be  mild- 
er, and  is  called  gangrene  ;    when  it  extends  to 
muscles  and  blood  vessels,  it  is  called  sphacelus. 
Inflammation  succeeds  the  application  of  any 
stimulus,  which  tends  to  increase  the  action  of  a 
part,  beyond  the  just  relation  between  its  natu- 
ral action  and  power.     The  causes  may  act  di- 
rectly on  the   part  to  which   they  are    applied 
and  indirectly,  not  having  been  placed  in  contact 
with  it.     Those  acting  directly  may  act  by  their 
stimulating  power,  as  cantharides  heat,  &c;  or 
mechanicall}',  as  bruises  and  incised  wounds.     In 
a  small  incised  wound,  if  no  considerable  arteries 
are  divided,  we  have  little  else  to  do,  than  bring 
its   lips   together ;  by  assisting  them   constantly 
to  remain  so,  they  will  speedily  unite.     If  the 
haemorrhage   be  profuse,  an  important  artery  is 
partially  or  quite  divided  ;  we  must  secure  it  by 
ligature.     The  parts  may  then  be  kept  in  oppo- 
sition, by  strips  of  linen,  spread  with  adhesive 
plastet.     If  the  incision   be  extensive  and  deep, 
and  a  dependent  part  cannot  be  supported  by  the 
plaster,  we  must  assist  it  by  sutures ;  but  not  more 
than  are  absolutely  necessary  ;    they  irritate,  in- 
flame, and  disturb  the  process  of  union. 

The  patient  should  rest  in  the  easiest  posture, 
the  part  be  not  too  often  disturbed  by  officious 
attempts  to  expedite  the  cure  which  nature  is 
endeavouring  to  effect.  - 

In  contused  wounds,  the  vessels  are  injured  to 
a  considerable  distance,  and  circulate  the  blood 
feebly  :  the  blood  extravasated  into  the  cellular 
substance,  coagulates  readily,  produces  lateral 
pressure  on  the  vessels,  and  is  an  agent  in  sup- 
pressing haemorrhage. 

To  check  severe  inflammation,  moderately 
"Warm  poultices  of  bread  boiled  in  milk,  or  of 
ground  linseed,  made  by  pouring  boiling  water  on 
it,  are  indicated  :  hot  baths  of  narcotic  or  seda- 
tive vegetables  are  useful :  it  may  be  necessary 


nexion  with  a  part  no  longer  obeying  its  influ- 
ence. When  the  part  is  removed,  we  have  to 
support  the  sides  of  the  cavity  produced;  granu- 
lations wilt  shoot  up,  and  a  cure  follow. 

Cold  produces  a  diminution  of  action,  partial 
or  general,  according  to  the  manner  of  its  appli- 
cation ;  if  its  immoderate  action  be  continued  an 
undue  time,  torpor  and  death  follow.  Cold  con- 
stricts, as  is  observed  in  thp  shrivelling,  and  cor- 
rugation of  the  hands,  exposed  to  cold  wind. 

Redness  may  be  produced  by  retarded  circula- 
tion in  the  veins ;  the  colour  differs  from  that  of 
generally  increased  action,  being  of  a  more  pur- 
pie  hue.  The  ears,  face,  nose  and  fingers  have 
this  appearance,  when  subject  to  intense  cold, 
their  temperature  being  far  below  that  of  natu- 
ral or  increased  action. 

Under  cold,  the  constriction  of  the  vascular 
system,  and  spasmodic  affection  of  the  adjacent 
parts  produce  distressing  sensations.  The  en- 
ergy of  tne  parts,  to  which  the  stimulus  does 
not  extend,  may  be  increased  by  over  action, 
and,  on   removal  of  the  stimulus,  they  may  im- 


therefore   rub   the  part  in  snow,  then  im- 


to  let  blood.     If  gangrene  occur,  we  must  allow 
cultural  actiont  sufftcien  time  to  dissolve  its  con- 


part  greater  action  than  suits  the  injured  part. 
This  reaction,  if  considerable,  is  attended  with 
pain.  A  person  exposed  to  coidin  a  situation  in- 
convenient for  exercise,  as  standing  in  a  confin- 
ed postuie,  riding  m  extreme  cold  weather  in  a 
crowded  carnage,  at  first  experiences  numbness, 
not  unfrequentiy  with  cramp :  afterwards  all 
sense  of  feeling  seems  suspended ;  a  painful, 
prickling  sensation  succeeds,  and  warmth  is  grad- 
ually restored  to  the  limbs,  till  their  tempera- 
ture is  increased  to  a  greater  degree  tkan  attends 
undisturbed  circulation.  This  takes  place  dur- 
ing a  certain  degree  of  cold. 

The  energy  of  the  parts  which  have  not  suf- 
fered from  cold,  seems  so  increased  as  to  pro- 
duee  forced  action  upon  the  constricted  vessels ; 
which,  from  their  rigidity,  produces  pain.  This 
action  being  continued  even  after  the  spasmodic 
contraction  is  subdued,  the  circulation  is  increas- 
ed, unusual  heat  follows. 

Cold  is  applied  in  syncope,  to  increase  enfee- 
bled circulation.  It  is  frequently  applied  to  di- 
minish action,  when  there  is  preternatural  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  particular  parts.  In  one 
case  there  was  so  violent  determination  of  blood 
to  the  head?ias,  by  over  distention  of  the  vessels, 
to  produce  compression  of  the  brain,  delirium, 
and  violent  convulsions;  bleeding  gave  very  lit- 
tle relief;  plentiful  affusion  of  cold  water  was  at- 
tended with  complete  success.  Other  instances 
of  this  kind  1  have  noticed  where  bleeding  was 
not  resorted  to. 

In  syncope,  the  energy  of  the  muscular  coat 
of  t  he  arteries  is  suspended  ;  they  become  inca- 
pable of  affording  that  assistance  to  the  heart  it 
has  been  accustomed  to  receive  from  them. 
Cold  restores  their  action,  and  enables  them  to 
assist  the  heart  in  extending  the  circulation  mi- 
nutely, relieving  it  from  the  pressure  of  a  col- 
umn of  blood,  greater  than  it  can  support ;  and 
animation  is  again  restored. 

Frost-bitten  parts  require  for   restoration,  no 


We 

merse  it  in  cold  water,  gradually  increase  its 
temperature,  till  warmth  and  sensation  are  in 
some  measure  restored  to  the  limb.  Theo  we 
use  friction  before  a  moderate  fire,  with  flannels 
dipped  in  spirits.  Whe"n  the  whole  system  suf- 
fers, and  the  action  of  the  heart  is  debilitated,  we 
must  assist  it  in  regaining  its  empire  by  the  care- 
ful administration  of  the  most  gentle  agents.  If 
a  part  be  affected  so  its  action  cannot  be  restor- 
ed, solution  of  continuity  will  take  place,  and  the 
part,  being  deprived  of  all  circulation,  loses  its 
vitality,  and  is  excluded  from  the  living  system. 

D. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  SCIENCE  OF  MEDICINE. 
Delivered  before  the  Medical  Society,  Philadelphia, 

Feb.  15,  1823,  by  H.  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.     Ext. 

Viewing  the  medical  profession,  a  very  large 
proportion  of  its  members  practising  it  merely 
as  a  trade,  which  requires  no  intellectual  and 
moral  endowments  and  acquirements  ;  perceiv- 
ing that  candidates  for  its  honours  and   emolu- 


other  aid  than  the  vital  principle  in  the  neigh 
bounng  parts.  When  cold  is  extended  deeper, 
the  functions  of  the  neighbouring  parts  are  too 
much  weakened  to  impart  that  influence  ;  then, 
too  sudden  application  of  heat,  by  producing 
greater  disorder  of  theip  functions,  would  de- 
prive them  of  what  little  influence  they  may  yet 
possess,  in  restoring  action  to  the  injured  pact. 


meats  multiply,  without  definite  ideas  of  the  in- 
trinsic, as  well  as  extrinsic  difficulties  they  have 
to  encounter,  and  ignorant  of  the  responsibility 
which  they  assume  ;  it  appeared  that  I  could  not 
better  occupy  your  time  than  by  attempting  to 
pourtray  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  sci- 
ence of  medicine. 

Such  investigation  will  exalt  the  views  of  the 
medical  student ;  to  the  physician,  it  may  afford 
fresh  incitement  to  duty,  and  delightful  satisfac- 
tion, that  his  time,  talents,  and  exertions  have 
been  devoted  to  an  employment  so  exalted  ;  and 
in  all,  it  may  repress  selfish,  exclusive  feeling, 
and  destroy  every  action,  every  thought,  derog- 
atory to  our  characters,  as  men  and  physicians. 

It  is  as  natural  to  demand  relief,  as  it  is  to  suf- 
fer :  we  are  prompted  to  seek  for,  and  employ 
remedies,  that  no  individual,  however  sceptical 
he  may  affect  to  be,  while  in  health  and  strength, 
can  resist  giving  evidence  of  his  belief  in  our 
art,  when  disease  has  called  him  from  pursuit  of 
pleasure,  business,  or  knowledge,  to  sickness  or 
pain.  Additional  proofs  might  be  brought  from 
the  instinct  of  animals,  from  the  customs  of  un- 
civilized nations,  independent  of  the  various  in- 
stinctive propensities,  by  which  we  avoid  un- 
comfortable sensations,  and  sedulously  laboui 
for  what  will  relieve.  Men  exclaim  against  the 
unnatural  methods,  as  they  are  termed,  of  cur- 
ing disease ;  forgetting,  or  rather  ignorant,  that 
each  class  of  remedial  agents  has  been  indieated 
and  employed  by  nature.  The  best  lessons  may 
be  derived  from  studying  the  spontaneous  indica- 
tions of  disease :  the  highest  and  most  difficult 
attainment  of  art  is  to  know  when  to  abstain 
from  doing.  The  science  of  medicine  is  found- 
ed in  nature  ;  cultivated  or  not,  it  will  be  prac* 
tised, 

uNo  science  requires  so  penetrating  intellect, 
so  acute  memory,  more  strength  of  mind,  more 
enlarged  understanding,  or  more  diversified  talents, 
than  the  science  of  medicine.  Here  we  are  call- 
ed upon  to  investigate  every  source  of  know- 
ledge, to  separate  truth  from  the  false  theories, 
partial  statements,  and  distorted  facts  which  have 
been  sanctioned  by  time  and  authority;  to  pur- 
sue her  amidst  controversy,  superstition,  and  sub- 
tleties ;  laying  aside  the  influences  of  a  warm 
imagination,  and  the  prejudices  of  an  ill-conduct- 
ed education.     Do  they  not  demand  the  most  re- 
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tenive  memory,  nicest  discrimination,  and  quick- 
est apprehension?  capable  of  embracing,  com- 
prehending, and  acting  on  the  most  abstruse, 
Complicated  subjects;  a  mind  in  which  every  feel- 
ing, every  faculty  are  under  the  most  unerring 
judgment? — I  mean  the  power  of  deciding  cor- 
rectly between  truth  and  error,  of  discriminating 
between  circumstances  «nd  facts,  which,  to  a  com- 
mon mind,  present  no  shades  of  difference.  To 
this  should  be  added  great  strength  of  mind,  by 
which  a  physician  can  rely  confidently  on  his 
judgment,  and  commit  all,  with  a  safe,  though  an 
anxious  conscience,  to  futurity. 

The  divine  and  barrister  have  standards,  from 
which  they  must  not  wander,  and  to  which  their 
arguments  and  judgments  must  bend. — To  the 
bible  and  the  law  must  be  their  ultimate  appeal. 

We  have  to  handle  a  machine,  most  delicate 
and  complxated ,  governed  by  laws,  and  subject 
to  derangements,  not  uniform  in  different  indi- 
viduals, and  similar  under  apparently  similar  cir- 
cumstances, but  almest  universally  complicated 

with  each  other,  diversified    in    every  constitu-  tors,  means  by  which  it   has  advanced,  its  pre- 
tion  and  clmate.     We  employ  medicines,  whose  sent   state  and  its  prospects,  may  be  beacons  to 

enlight- 


effect  of  muscular  action,  while  unacquainted 
with  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  and  with 
the  mechanical  powers  ?  How  can  the  theories 
of  respiration,  digestion,  secretion  and  absorption, 
be  comprehended  by  him  who  has  paid  no  at- 
tention to  chymistry  and  its  kindred  sciences? 
and  pathology,  or  the  diseased  condition  of  these 
functions,  their  causes,  symptoms,  prognosis,  and 
general  principles  of  cure,  or  therapeutics. 

We  must  have  previous  acquaintance  with  the 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  condition  of  the  seve- 
ral kingdoms  of  nature;  state  of  the  atmosphere, 
when  pure  and  undisturbed  ;  the  effects  of  tem- 
perature, winds,  storms,  contaminations  from 
marsh  and  human  effluvia,  and  from  unknown 
emanations,  even  from  the  bosom  of  the  earth  ; 
this  includes  the  subject  of  epidemics.  Disea- 
ses are  also  generated  within,  irom  our  dress, 
manners,  customs,  food  and  drink,  indulgence  of 
passion,  and  gratification  of  natural  desires. 

The  history  of  medicine,  the  causes  which 
have  retarded  its  progress,  errors  of  its  cultiva- 


effects  areconstantly  modified  by  a  thousand  un- 
known caijses;  we  are  called  on  to  act  without 
study,  and  without  preparation.  To  what  can 
the  medical  practitioner  resort,  but  in  the  re- 
sources 0/  his  own  genius,  improved  by  knowl- 
edge, directed  by  judgment  ?  "  The  medical  art 
is  one  of  judgments,  not  of  rules,  unless  the  judg- 
ment has  been   matured,  rules  are  of  very  little 


use 


11 


The  low  opinion  entertained  of  medical  talent, 
has  g-ivcn  character  to  every  ignorant  preten- 
der, to  (very  undaunted,  impudent  empyric,  and 
broughl  even  the  utility  of  the  science  into  ques- 
tion. 

The  accomplished  physician  wanders  through 
animate  and  inanimate  heinsr,  examines  the  pro- 
duction! of  the  earth,  explores  its  deepest  re- 
eesses,  and  is  furnished  with  new  ideas  which 
redound  to  the  improvement  of  his  art. 

An  enlightened  medical  practitioner  should  be 
furnished  with  all  that  diversified  information, 
comprehended  under  the  title  of  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. It  includes  an  acquaintance  with  history, 
ancient  and  modern,  mathematics,  knowledge  of 
the  faculties  and  operations  of  the  human  mind, 
the  connection  of  mind  and  matter  with  their  mu- 
tual influence,  of  logic,  or  rules  for  reasoning 
correctly,  of  moral  philosophy,  or  the  methods 
by  which  the  menta'  and  moral  powers  may  be 
directed  to  their  proper  and  laudable  objects,  the 
natural  history  of  animals,  especially  of  the  hu- 
man species,  and  acquaintance  with  men  and 
manners,  which  can  only  be  obtained  by  inter- 
course with  the  cultivated  circles  of  society. 

These  studies  form  only  a    proper   introduc- 
tion to  our  science  :  merely  a  general  knowledge 
of  them  can  be  obtained;    most  of  the  time  of 
the  medical  student    must  be  devoted    to   accu- 
rate subjects,  equally  extensive,  and  more  diffi- 
cult; viz.  the  structure  of  the  human   body,  ac- 
quired not  from  descriptions  or  plates,  however 
well  executed,  but  by  practical,  personal   inves- 
tigation, illustrated  by  comparative  anatomy ;  the 
functions  of  the   body,  and    the    laws   by  which 
they  are  governed,  forming  the  science  of  phy- 
siology.    Who  can  understand  the   functions',  of 
the  eye  and  ear,  while  ignorant  of  the  laws  which 
govern  the  transmission  of  light  and  sound  ?  Who 
can  explain  the   mechanisjn  of  respiration,  the 


indicate  danger,  or  bright  luminaries  to 


en  and  direct. 

To  be  a  learned  physician,  is  of  secondary  im- 
portance. All  the  learning  treasured  by  obser- 
vation and  experience  cf  centuries,  cannot  make 
a  good  practitioner. 

The  materials  thus  accumulated,  are  to  be  re 
duced  to  practice.     The  practical  application  of 
medical  attainments  forms  the  continual  study  of 
the  physician,  and  demands  imperiously  the    en 
larged  medical    genius,  without  which    learning 
and  science  are  of  no  avail.     Just  principles  are, 
in  a  great   degree,  a   substitute  for   experience 
This  constitutes  one  of  the  best  practical  proofs 
of  the  claims  of  medicine  to  a  science  ;    but  this 
does  not  do  away  the  great  necessity  of  clinical 
observation.    However   forcibly  and    eloquently 
these  principles  may  be   detailed,  and   however 
appositely  illustrated  by  a  lengthened  catalogue 
of  cases,  unless  these  illustrations  have  fallen  un- 
der the  personal   observation  of  the  student,  he 
can  neither  know  how,  when,  or  where  to   ap- 
ply them;    but  will  be  forced  to  feel  his  way 
amidst  doubt  and  anxieties. 

Professor  Gregory  observes,  "  that  to  excel  in 
medicine  requires  a  greater  compass  of  learning 
than  in  any  other  profession."  Mr.  Pope,  speak- 
ing of  physicians  says,  "  they  are  in  general  the 
most  amiable  companions  and  the  best  friends, 
as  well  as  the  most  learned  men  I  know."  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Parr  observes,  "  after  a  long 
and  attentive  survey  of  literary  characters,  1 
hold  them  to  be  the  most  enlightened  prefession- 
al  persons  in  the  whole  circle  of  human  arte  and 
■sciences."  Blackstone,  speaking  of  physicians 
reading  law,  says,  it  is  necessary  "  to  complete 
the  character  of  general  and  extensive  know- 
ledge which  this  profession,  beyond  all  others, 
has  remarkably  deserved." 

The  study  and  the  practice  of  the  profession 
cannot  be  pursued  without  engrossing  the  whole 
attention,  and  of  course,  augmenting  the  strength 
and  energy  of  the  talents  thus  enlisted  in  its  ser- 
vice. , 

It  is  a  common  remark,  that  continual  sight 
of  misery  gives  to  the  physician  an  unfeeling 
disposition.  Objection  is  almost  universally  made 
by  those  who  have  enjoyed  good  health,  and 
never  kc,pwn  from  personal  experience,,  the  sym- 


pathies of  an  enlightened  physician.  I  appeal 
to  the  daily  and  hourly  conduct  of  every  accom- 
plished practitioner. 

"Dr.  Hunter  could  never  demonstrate  the  back 
part  of  the  human  throat,  the  passages  by  which 
we  swallow  and  prespire,  and  the  mechanism  by 
which  the  extremely  diversified  innotations  of 
the  human  voice  are  produced,  without  enthusi- 
asm. 1  have  heard,  that  it  was  really  delightful 
to  see  this  venerable  old  man  expatiating,  with 
all  the  raptures  of  a  poet,  on  the  larynx,  pharynx, 
and  the  organs  attached  to  them. 

The  physician  observes  the  laws  of  nature, 
remain  unchangably  the  same ;  the  same  cer- 
tainty manifested  in  the  causes  of  disease,  and  in 
the  phenomena  they  display.  The  study  of  me- 
dicine and  philosophy  presents  continual  induce- 
ments to  cultivation  of  religion.  But  he  who 
has  long  been  habituated  to  the  study  of  nature, 
can  refer  almost  innumerable  phenomena  to 
some  assignable  causes,  these  again  to  other  caus- 
es, and  so  on  in  succession.  When  he  can  do 
longer  advance,  he  feels  he  is  restrained  by  ig- 
norance of  attending  circumstances,  and,  from  his 
past  attainments,  is  induced  to  believe  another 
and  another  link  can  be  added  to  the  chain  of 
causation.  His  pride  is  gratified,  he  rejoices  in 
the  persuasion  that  his  acquirements  have  origi- 
nated in,  and  been  perfected  by  his  own  exer-- 
tions.  "  Extensive  knowledge  is  the  truest 
teacher  of  humility." 

Where  can  we  find  an  employment  which 
opens  a  more  extensive  field  of  usefulness  for 
that  man  whose  mind  and  whose  education  enti- 
tle him  to  the  appellation  of  an  accomplished 
physician,  than  the  profession  of  medicine  ?  Its 
importance  and  its  dignity  are  maintained  by 
every  thing  indicative  of  the  superiority  of  our 
nature,  by  every  thing  tending  to  the  mental  and 
moral  improvement  of  man,  and  by  those  innu- 
merable blessings  it  confers  on  the  world. 
Decline  of  Medical  Character. 

No  individual  can  prosecute  the  study  of  me- 
dicine with  credit  and  real  advantage,  who  has 
not  stored  his  mind  with  general  knowledge,  who 
has  not  acquired  the  art  of  reasoning.  Individ- 
uals occasionally  appear,  who,  overcoming  the 
disadvantages  from  deficient  education,  by  vir- 
tue of  mental  capacities,  aided  by  industry,  oc- 
cupy honourable  stations  in  the  science.  Not 
mauy  routinists  in  medicine  will  be  able  to  add 
improvement  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  already 
possessed.  Having  never  acquired  the  habit  of 
study,  having  lost,  in  idleness,  the  moments  at 
which  the  mind  is  most  susceptible  of  expansion, 
and  of  receiving  lasting  impressions  from  litera- 
ry occupations,  their  intellect  will,  as  it. were, 
contract,  their  reading  will  be  much  limited,  or 
will  prove  of  little  advantage,  their  writings 
will  be  i'ew,  ill  digested,  badly  executed  ;  medi- 
cine, after  a  century,  will  at  best  be  little  more 
advanced  than  at  the  present  day.  In  the  histo- 
ry of  those  physicians  who  have  contributed 
most  to  the  improvements  of  their  profession^ 
few  are  to  be  found,  who,  to  the  title  of  good 
practitioners,  have  not  united  that  of  learned 
physicians,  and  have  not  been  renowned  for  their 
classical  education,  and  the  diversity  of  their 
knowledge. 

Ignorant  men  are  seldom  respected,  unless 
perhaps  for  their  moral  worth.  A  physician  not 
respected,  seldom  inspires  confidence. 

There  are  inferior  souls,  who  make  priority 
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of  place  their  measure  of  desert,  seeming'  not  to 
consider  excellence  alone  can  make  it  honoura- 
ble. They  soon  rind  the  road  of  virtue  too  steep 
and  rugged;  turn  off  into  the  by-path  of  intrigue 
and  manoeuvre,  seizing  on  any  adventitious  aid, 
unmindful  of  every  thing  but  the  attainment  of 
their  purpose. 

Into  detail  of  the  debasing  intrigues  of  appli- 
cants for  offices,  unproductive  of  any  real  benefit, 
— of  the  mean  and  sickening  courtship  paid  to 
ignorant  managers  of  public  institutions  for  their 
suffrages — of  the  shuffling  tricks  employed,  re- 
ports circulated  by  some  candidates  to  insure 
their  preferment,  or  supplant  respectable  breth- 
ren, &c.  &c.  we  shall  not  engage. 

On  the  creation  or  vacancy  of  any  place  which 
you  think  yourselves  qualified  to  fill,  or  deter- 
mine to  seek  its  attainment,  urge  nothing  with 
the  earnestness  of  the  suppliant;  show,  by  your 
independent,  though  polite  manner,  you  deserve 
what  you  ask.  Who  that  possesses  one  spark  of 
generous  sentiment  can  brook  the  thought  of  so- 
liciting favour  from  those  he  lightly  esteems  ? 
Every  man,  however  humble  his  station,  if  he 
$11  it  with  integrity,  should  be  treated  with  res- 
pect; but  mere  moral  rectitude,  cannot  enable 
him  to  judge  of  intellectual  worth  01  scientific 
attainment  Now  it  often  happens,  even  where 
men  strictly  honest  are  preferred  to  the  man- 
agement of  public  institutions,  that  stupidity  or 
ignorance,  or  both',  characterize  the  individual 
whose  decision  is  to  influence  your  fortune.  You 
should  possess  too  much  real  dignity  to  allow 
yourselves  to  urge  claims  where  they  cannot  be 
appreciated,  and  thus  acquire  the  reputation  of 
empty  braggards.  To  boast  superiority  before 
men  unqualified  to  estimate  medical  pretensions, 
is  degrading;  but  to  court,  and  compliment,  and 
flatter,  and  importune  those  whom,  under  com- 
mon circumstances,  you  would  be  scarcely  will- 
ing to  recognize,  is  meanness  in  the  extreme. 
Whatever  is  reduced  to  the  level  of  a  mean  ca- 
pacity will  be  lightly  valued.  This  course  of 
office  begging,  and  favour  seeking,  must  defeat 
its  object,  for  in  this  way  preferment  can  only 
be  bought  by  sacrifice  of  characier.  The  man 
who  rises  into  notice  by  a  puff  will  soon  find  his 
airy  height  dangerous,  his  support  feeble.  Let 
your  acquirements  be  solid,  your  principles 
sound,  your  resolution  firm,  your  attention  strict; 
make  yourselves  useful,  and  wait  the  event. 
Your   advancement  may  be  slow,  it  will  be  sure 


and  lasting.  The  breath  of  popularity  may  be 
unpropitious  for  a  time  ;  its  reproaches  will  leave 
you  spotless. — See  too,  Digbv,  '  on  the  impor- 
tance of  the  profession  of  medicine.' 

Peripneumonia  typhoides. — This  term  is  very 
improperly  applied,  in  most  of  the  cases  that 
have  come  under  my  cognizance,  as  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain  are  not  much  impaired,  nor  is 
the  prostration  of  strength  reraarkable.  Deliri- 
um sometimes  supervenes,  of  the  kind  that  often 
attends  pericarditis,  manifested  by  a  sparkling 
eye  and  perpetual  loquacity  One  patient  talk- 
ed incessantly  forty  eight  hours.  Dissections 
demonstrate  that  peripneumonia  is  often  compli- 
cated with  phrenitis  hepatitis,  enteritis,  inflamma- 
tion of  the  mediastinum,  pleura,  diaphragm,  peri- 
toneum, peritoneal  coat  of  the  liver,  and  mem- 
branous viscera.  — "^  I. 

D.  St.  Ouen,  set.  37,  of  bilious  temperament, 
at  Criqueboeuf,  near    Pont-de-1'Arche,  was   at- 


tacked at  the  end  of  1811  with  pain  at  the  sto- 
mach, followed  by  insupportable  headach,  at  first 
momentary  ;  they  became  continual,  with  slight 
vomition  of  glairy  matter;  he  ate  little,  and  di- 
gested with  difficulty.  August,  1812,  during  the 
first  weeks  of  the  use  of  diluent,  purgative,  alca- 
line  remedies,  the  vomition  ceased,  the  pains 
were  less  severe  ;  but  he  had  a  tensive  pain,  con- 
tinual weight  in  the  epigastric  region,  digestion 
more  difficult,  his  vital  force  daily  lessening. 
Under  use  of  drastic  pills,  administered  by  quacks, 
he  fell  into  marasmus.  March  18,  1815,  his 
pulse  was  small,  hard,  intermittent ;  he  vomited 
daily  glairy  matter,  with  white  filaments  resem- 
bling pus :  he  had  no  appetite,  sensation  of  weight 
and  dull  pain  toward  the  pylorus,  intestinal  heat, 
insupportable  headach,  sleeplessness,  continual 
thirst,  red  cheeks,  extreme  emaciation,  epigas- 
tric region  and  left  hypochondria  hot,  stomach 
distended  and  strongly  pulsating.  He  began  to 
use  mucilaginous  drink,  two  or  three  emollient 
clysters  daily,  flannel  to  the  abdomen,  dipped  in 
decaction  of  linseed :  a  little  vermicelli  with 
milk,  and  chicken-water  were  his  only  food.  Af- 
ter 6  days  he  was  more  tranquil,  rested  a  little  ; 
the  pain  of  the  head  and  stomach  was  less  acute  ; 
epigastric  region  less  hot.  The  same  treatment 
was  continued  till  April  4,  when  he  was  in  a 
state  of  extraordinary  heaviness;  had  slept  a  part 
of  the  night ;  no  longer  felt  those  "  pins  pricking 
his  stomach,"  had  distaste  for  every  thing,  faint- 
ed away  ;  when  he  recovered  was  much  disposed 
to  vomit ;  I  gave  him  a  gentle  emetic  ;  he  vom- 
ited at  four  times  12  oz.  of  a  matter  charged  with 
pus  and  8  cherry  stones.  An  hour  after,  he  vom- 
ited a  small  quantity,  and  2  cherry  stones. 

From  this  evening,  he  was  manifestly  better ; 
no  more  headach  or  pains  at  the  stomach;  his 
pulse  was  feeble,  but  regular ;  his  cheeks  have 
acquired  the  same  colour  as  the  rest  of  his  face. 

April  5.  He  slept  last  night,  aud  is  a  little 
more  calm.     9th,  he  took  a  little  good  wine. 

18tb.  fie  is  stronger,  is  very  desirous  of  food  ; 
his  pulse  is  more  raised,  regularly.  In  August, 
he  resumed  his  ordinary  labours,  and  has  con- 
tinued them  uninterruptedly. — Were  the  cherry 
stones  confined  in  the  folds  of  the  stomach  from 
1811  ?  Motet,  Officer  of  Health. 

A  child,  set.  2  1-2  years,  fell  last  week  from  a 
window  in  the  third  story  of  a  house  in  Hancock 
Street,  into  a  grass-plot,  without  hurt. 

Some  3'ears  ago  a  child  fell  from  a  window 
in  the  fourth  story  of  a  house  in  Comhill,  to  the 
pavement,  upon  its  feet :  the  fall  was  retarded 
by  the  air  coming  between  the  child  and  its  pet- 
ticoats, which  in  descent  resembled  a  balloon  or 
umbrella. 

Within  a  few  years,  two  children  in  the  same 
neighbourhood,  have  fallen  from  windows  in  the 
basement  and  principal  floor;  both  died  on  the 
28th  day  ofter  the  operation  of  trepan. 

Some  nurseries  are  furnished  with  frames  of 
bars,  readily  transferable  from  window  to  window. 
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Sophia  Ganzler    27^  (typhus  fever 

Lucy  Humphries        Unknown, 

Ethan  Whitney  25     typhus  fever 

Ann  Swift  8     unknown 

Sarah  Dalton      47     dropsy 

John  Boyce         76     typhus  fever 

John  M'Donald 

Samuel  Greanleaf  drowned 

John  Hustin 

Wm.  Chamberlain 

Thomas  Harrison 

Ann  Le  Mann      37 

Abigail  Pearson  86 

Wm.  Fenno,  jr.   24 

Eliza  Bell  28 

N.  Greenwood     91 


city  poor 


city  poor 
city  poop 
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consumption 
old  age 

complicated  disorder 
dropsy  of  the  chest 
old  agfe 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Med.  Society  of  Onei- 
da co.  N-Y.  on  thelst  inst.  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : — Di.  Alex.  Cov- 
entry, Pres.  Elnathan  Judd,  Vice  Pres.  S.  S.  Peck,  Sec. 
C.  Babcock,  Treas.  Drs.  Chs.  Babcock,  Theodore 
Pomeroy,  John  M'Call,  Thorn.  Goodsell.  Emery  Bis- 
sell,  Censors. 

Medical  Lectures  in  the  University  of  Termont,  will 
commence  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Sept,  and  con- 
tinue thirteen  weeks. 

Nathan  Smith,  M.  D.  C.  S.  M.  S.  London,  (Pro- 
fessor in  Yale  College,  Conn.)  on  Theory  and  Prac.  of 
Physic,  Obstet.  and  Prac.  of  Surg.— Nathan  R.  Smith, 
Anat.  and  Physiology. — Arthur  L.  Poster,  M.  D. 
Chym.  and  Pharmacy. — James  K.  Platt.M.  D.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  Institutes 
of  Surg.— William  Paddock,  M.  D.  Bo;,  and  Mat. 
Med. 


Weekly  report  of  deaths  in  Boston,  ending  Ju- 
ly 25,  from  the  health  office  returns. 

Jlge  Disease 

July  19,  H.  Wainwright  3  mo.      infantile 
u     Joseph  Encell      44     unknown 
"  Hutchinson       consumption  of  the  lungs 

"    Ezra  Hyde  typhus  or  brain  fever 

"    Sarah  Green  7     unknown,  city  poor 

21    Reuben  Wilson    23    consumption  of  the  lungs 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITU1I  ON. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  commence  the  s€cond  Wed- 
nesday in  September,  and  continue  fifteen  weeks. 
General  Anat.  and  Physiol,  by  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M.  D. 
Surg.  Anat.  &  Physiol,  as  subservient  to  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Med.  &  Surg,  by  J.  P.  Batchelder,  M.  D. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Med.  by  H.  H.  Chiids,  M.  D. 
Obstetrics,  by  Asa  Bcrbank,  M.  D.  Mat.  Med.  and 
Pharmacy,  by  J.  Delamatter,  M.  D.  Chynistry,  Bo- 
tany, Mineralogy,  Natural  and  Experimentd  Philos. 
by  Prof.  C.  Df/wy,  of  Williams  College.  Medical  Ju- 
risprndence.  Bttsfield. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  at   Dartmouth  College  will 
commence  on  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  Septem- 
ber next,  viz,  two'  weeks  after  the   College  Commence- 
ment, and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
Hanover,   JV.  H.  July  21*/,  1823. 

MEDICAL  NOTICE. 
HE  svfbscriber  gives  notice  to  students  of  Medicine, 
and  those  who  are  about  to  commence  the  study, 
that  he  will  instruct  pupils  in  all  the  branches  of  medi- 
cal science,  but  more  particularly  in  anatomy  and  sur- 
gery, as  his  advantages  and  facilities  to  instruct  in 
these  branches,  are  rendered  equal,  if  not  superior  to 
any  other  individual's  of  this  vicinity,  by  an  exten- 
sive collection  of  anatomical  preparation ;  among 
which  are  some  elegant  specimens  of  minute  and  rare 
injection. 

In  addition  to  the  advantages  of  the  preparations,  the 
students  will  have  a  privilege  of  attending  each  lesson, 
a  course  of  dissertations  and  demonstrations  from  the 
recent  subject ;  each  student  will  alsD  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  dissect,  at  least  one  season  before  his  term  of 
pupilage  closes. 

Such  books  as  are  necessary  will  be  furnished,  and  a 
large,  convenient,  and  pleasantly  situated  room,  in  the 
central  part  of  the  city,  is  provided  for  the  apartment  of 
study. 

Tuition,  including  fire-wood  and  lights,  fifty  dollars 
per  year. — Albany,  July  11M.,  1823.     Alden  March. 
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Philadelphia,  6th  month,  26th,  1823. 

Within  a  short  time,  two  very  severe  low  cases 
of  dyspepsia,  of  some  standing,  have  fallen  under 
my  cognizance ;  one  in  my  relation,  the  other,  in 
a  pupil  of  our  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  ; 
the  latter  was  given  over  as  a  hopeless  case. 
They  were  both  females,  attended  by  some  of 
our  most  respectable  practitioners,  who  employ- 
ed all  the  accustomed  remedies,  except  perhaps 
change  of  climate  and  exercise.  The  disease 
appeared  hastening  to  unfavourable  termination. 
Pediluvian,  or  bath  ofnitro  muriatic  acid  was  used; 
the  effect  has  been  astonishing  ;  the  disease  has 
been  nearly  arrested,  and  every  hope  renewed 
of  recovery. 

6th  mo.  28th. — The  pupil  has  become  so  well 
as  to  return  home.  I  have  just  heard  from  the 
lady,  in  Jersey;  her  sister  informs  me  it  is  the 
opinion  of  her  physician  and  friends,  the  foot 
bath  was  the  cause  of  the  favourable  change. 
She  has  used  it  till  one  foot  was  ulcerated  in 
several  places:  the  other  was  not  affected  by  it.  She 
is  so  much  better,  she  is  preparing  for  a  journey 
through  the  mountainous  parts  of  this  state.  Her 
sentiment  is,  that  nitro  muriate  acid-foot-bath, 
was  of  more  service  than  any  other  remedy  she 
ever  tried.  Caspar  Wistar. 


-,  from  the  West  Indies,  was  attack- 


Capt.  - 
ed  with  symptoms  of  cholera  morbus :  next  day 
no  pulse  was  perceptible,  the  skin  of  mahogany 
colour;  such  appearance  is,  always  dangerous; 
his  extremities  were  cold.  Reaction,  under  most 
active  medicines,  was  partially  obtained.  He  re- 
lapsed, respiration  was  slow,  he  frequently  ap- 
plied his  hand  to  his  head,  then  to  his  side  ;  lied 
torpid,  not  properly  comatose.  Next  day  he  di- 
ed ;  his  skin  was  of  a  light  straw  colour,  heart  in- 
flamed, and  an  effusion  between  the  tunica  aroch- 
noides  and  dura  mater.     Aug.  1821.  I. 


CALCULUS. 

,  set.  64,  May,  1813,  was  seized  with  a 

frequent  desire  to  void  urine,  and  uneasiness 
along  the  urethra,  when  a  small  stone  appeared 
at  its  orifice.  The  symptoms  continued  till  June  ; 
in  this  month  30  stones  passed.  At  the  end  of 
June  he  had  sudden  relief  from  every  symptom, 
but  frequent  desire  to  void  urine.  Dec.  1819, 
he  had  too  difficulty  in  voiding  urine,  and  it  as- 
sumed the  colour  of  chocolate.  Nov.  3,  6,  10, 
and  13,  1820,  a  full  sized  bougie  was  passed  in- 
to the  bladder,  to  dilate  the  urethra.  Nov.  14, 
the  prostate  was  inflamed,  and  urine  retained  t 
it  was  drawn  once  daily  till  the  inflammation  sub- 
sided ;  then  he  wore  an  elastic  catheter,  with- 
drawing it  when  painful  or  obstructed  ;  sometimes 
small  stones  appeared  in  it.  Nov.  23,  he  was 
put  across  his  bed,  his  feet  on  the  floor,  urine 
drawn,  and  a  small  stone  extracted,  with  very 
inconsiderable  pain,  by  fc  -eps,  like  a  sound, 
opened  by  a  stilette. 

Nov.  28,  8  larger,  two  as  larp^.  as  horse-beans, 
with  even  less  pain.  30th,  1 1  stones,  3  or  4  each 
,time  the  forceps  was  withdrawn.  With  great  re- 
lief, he  immediately  passed  natural !y,considerable 
urine.    Dec.  9th,  6  stones  were  extracted.    13th, 


9,  19th  3,  23d  12.  With  intermission  of  a  day  or 
two  for  irritation  to  go  off.  28  more  were  ex- 
tracted, considered  to  be  all  that  remained.  He 
took  opium  after  each  operation.  His  health 
was  all  this  time  uninterruptedly  good,  except 
the  retention.  Between  the  latter  operations 
he  took  long  walks.  —^Sir  A.  Cooper. 

In  1812,  Miss ,  set.  26,  had  severe  pain  in 

the  small  of  the  back  k.  loins,  particularly  in  the 
course  of  the  left  ureter,  with  vomiting  and  total 
suppression  of  urine.  Usual  remedies  were  pre- 
scribed, and  the  catheter  was  used  from  time  to 
time  for  3  weelis,  when  she  voided  a  rough  stone, 
of  the  size  of  a  pea,  followed  by  a  small  quantity 
of  thready  pus,  and  immediately  her  pain  ended, 
and  she  became  convalescent.  Two  yeais  af- 
ter, she  had  a  slight  return  of  the  compla'ot.  In 
three  years  more,  she  was  attacked  again  :  the 
catheter  became  necessary.  After  three  weeks, 
she  voided  at  several  times  nearly  an  ounce  of 
gravel,  from  the  size  of  a  pea,  to  that  of  coarse 
gun  powder,  and  recovered  ;  and  once  since  then, 
she  had  a  slight  affection. 

Feb.  1820,  her  complaint  returned  ;  the  cathe- 
ter was  used  regularly  for  a  few  weeks :  from 
circumstances,  the  intervals  of  its  use  became 
longer  for  several  weeks,  till  it  was  used  once  in 
six  or  seven  days.  She  seldom  voided  urine 
more  than  once  in  that  time,  which  was  general- 
ly the  day  after  the  use  of  the  instrument,  when 
she  would  discharge  a  number  of  small  stones, 
not  so  small  as  before  mentioned.  Several  weeks 
more  passed  with  these  appearances,  only  the 
size  of  the  stones  increased  ;  she  became  sick  at 
stomach,  and  vomited  once  in  a  short  time,  a  large 
quantity  of  water.  She  thought  it  "  the  water 
she  ought  to  have  voided  another  way."  She 
now  called  on  me  only  when  she  became  very 
uneasy  from  retention  of  water,  and  declared  she 
had  not  voided  urine  but  once  in  twelve  days, 
and  once  in  seven  :  when  the  catheter  was  used, 
often  less  than  1  lb.  of  water  was  drawn  ;  pre- 
viously, more  than  3  lbs.  had  been  drawn  off  at 
once.  She  was  up,  and  often  employed  in  some 
small  business  nearly  the  whole  time  of  her  com- 
plaint. 1  have  not  seen  her  since  about  the  10th 
of  Dec.  She  then  began  to  void  her  urine  once 
in  a  day  or  two,  in  less  quantity  than  usual  in 
health, — has  discharged  no  more  calculus  for  a 
month,  and  seems  much  better. 

Plymouth  Co.  Jan.  15,  1821.  Winslow. 

Aug.  15,1 81 9  Mr.  Robert  Mc'Farland  first  appli- 
ed for  advice.  His  first  symtoms  were  heavy  pulse, 
pain  in  the  chest  and  head,  tongue  rather  red. — 
Prescribed  a  powerful  emetico-cathartic,  which 
operated  very  violently  through  the  night.  Aug. 
16,  pulse  less,  great  weakness,  excessive  heat  in 
the  chest,  arms  and  head  ;  ordered  him  bathed 
with  cold  water  and  spirit,  and  his  hair  shaved, 
head  bathed,  and  a  portion  of  senna  and  manna 
to  be  taken,  which  operated  favourably  :  another 
bath  was  applied  in  the  evening,  some  sleep  and 
great  perspiration  followed. 

Aug.  17.  He  is  worse  ;  ordered  his  head  shav- 
ed and  blistered,  and  his  chest  and  arms  to  be 
bathed  again  :  his  stools  are  very  fetid,  inclining 


to  a  dark  colour  ;  his  pulse  rather  rolling,  heat 
excessive  at  the  top  of  the  head,  tongue  white, 
coated.  Aug.  18. — No  alteration;  he  is  rather 
lower  at  noon;  hiccoughs  commenced,  and  vo- 
miting came  on  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued 
through  the  night:  a  blister  on  the  stomach  pro- 
duced no  relief.  He  had  great  pain  in  the  pit  of 
the  stomach  ;  continued  vomiting  all  night ;  every 
thing  swallowed  produced  sickness;  in  the  after- 
noon he  died. 

Aug.  15.  This  day  Mr.  Ezekiel  Shattuck  was 
first  attacked  with  very  heavy  pulse,  skin  dry, 
excessive  heat  in  the  chest,  arms,  and  top  of  the 
head,  tongue  somewhat  coated,  vessels  of  the  eye 
turgid,  great  thirst,  prostration  of  strength.  His 
head  was  shaved,  and  a  cold  application  made 
to  the  top  of  the  head,  until  he  felt  "  a  new  per- 
son." Aug.  16. — His  pulse  is  better,  tongue  more 
coated,  chest  and  arms  very  hot :  he  uses  cold 
applications  and  senna  and  manna. 

Aug.  17.  He  is  worse,  slightly  delirious;  has 
stools  black,  excessive  heat  in  the  chest  and  head : 
a  large  blister  is  put  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and 
another  on  his  bowels;  the  evacuation  by  stool  is 
small.  18th. — No  material  difference;  a  large 
blister  is  put  over  his  stomach  ;  some  senna  tea 
operated  favourably  ;  his  stools  are  very  fetid  ; 
a  bleeding  at  the  nose  commenced.  19th. — He 
is  somewhat  relieved,  had  some  refreshing  sleep, 
no  stools  of  consequence  ;  the  bleeding  continues : 
he  took  senna  tea  ;  it  operated  favourably.  20th. 
He  is  much  better  ;  the  simple  cathartics  are  con- 
tinued, stools  more  natural,  sleep  refreshing,  ap- 
petite begins  to  be  more  natural. 

White  SzuelKng. — *  *  *  *,  aet.  8,  struck  his 
knee  on  the  ice  so  as  to  occasion  considerable 
pain  a  few  moments  ;  he  then  pursued  his  amuse- 
ment on  the  ice,  without  much  inconvenience. 
From  that  time  he  always  felt  obtuse  pain  in  the 
joints,  at  first  so  slight,  it  was  not  thought  neces- 
sary to  make  an  application  to  remove  it.  In 
time,  the  knee  began  to  be  puffy;  he  could  not 
walk  without  a  crutch.  Dr.  Js.  Lloyd  consider- 
ed the  malady  a  scrophulous  white  swelling.  Af- 
ter it  had  been  vessicated  eight  times,  he  could 


walk  without  a  crutch. 
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COMPARATIVE  ANATOMY. 

In  the  mouse,  the  convolutions  of  the  brain  are  scarce- 
ly perceplible  ;  the  cerebellum  resembles  a  third  lobe  of 
the  cerebrum.  The  cerebrum  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
has  a  corpus  callosum,  and  an  anterior  commissure  :  the 
base  of  the  cerebrum  has  two  ganglia  anteriorly,  from 
which  issue  the  olfactory  nerves.  More  posteriourly  is 
a  gang-lion,  whence  proceed  the  optic  nerves.  The  me- 
dulla oblongata  is  large,  and  beneath  the  cerebellum. 
The  auditory  and  fifth  pair  evidently  arise  from  the  me- 
dulla oblongata.  The  nerves  of  the  brain  are  large  ;  so 
is  the  pituitary  gland.     A  brain  weighed  30   grs. 

The  halibut  has  two  olfactory  nerves,  in  mutual  con- 
tact, round,  extending  from  the  nostril  to  the  inferior 
part  of  the  cerebrum,  arising  from  two  ganglia.  The 
cerebrum  is  small,  situated  anteriorly,  communicating 
with  the  medulla  oblongata  and  spinal  marrow  by  two 
crura. 

The  optic  nerves  pass  from  the  globe  of  the  eye  to 
the  posterior  part  of  the  cerebrum,  and  terminate  in 
two  very  large  ganglia.  Third  pair  of  nerves  may  be 
traced  to  the   medulla  oblongata.     Fifth  pair  arises 


46 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    INTELLIGENCER. 


from  a  ganglion  on  the  side  of  the  medulla  oblongata, 
beneath  the  pons  varolii,  the  origin  being  small ;  grad- 
ually increases  till  it  is  about  making  exit,  when  a 
plexus  appears,  from  which  proceed  several  branches, 
one  to  the  orbit  of  the  eye,  one  to  the  lower  jaw,  and 
one  to  the  upper.  Optic  and  fifth  pair  are  fibrous.  Pos- 
terior to  this  ganglion,  and  almost  from  the  same,  is  a 
nerve,  conjectured  to  be  the  auditory. 

The  halibut  has  a  substance,  apparently  cerebral, 
contained  in  a  fossa,  corresponding  to  that  in  the  human 
skull,  called  sella  turcica,  or  fossa  sphenoidal. 

In  the  salmon,  the  spinal  marrow  is  proportionably 
larger  in  diameter,  than  in  man  ;  so  is  the  medulla  ob- 
longata, and  it  is  larger  in  proportion  to' the  spinal  mar- 
row. The  pons  varolii,  and  pituitary  gland,  are  dis- 
tinctly seen.  The  optic  nerves  decussate,  are  in  a 
sheath,  and  are  very  large  when  compared  with  the 
brain.  The  olfactory  end  in  a  bulb,  of  the  size  of  half 
of  the  kernel  of  a  filbert.  I. 

The  bear  has  the  ligament,  annular,  carpi  double  ; 
the  extensor  longus,  from  the  carpus  to  the  bifurca- 
tion of  the  muscle,  is  4-5  of  an  inch  wide. 

The  ureters  of  the  cat  enter  the  meatus  urins,  about 
an  inch  below  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

In  the  grey  squirrel,  the  liver  consists  of  four  anterior 
lobes,  and  two  posterior.  The  ureters  enter  the  neck 
of  the  bladder.  The  intestinal  canal  is  about  six  yards 
long. 

We  have  the  eyes  of  a  sword-fish,  4  3-4  inch, 
in  diameter,  2  1-2  in.  from  the  centre  of  the  cor- 
nea to  the  entrance  of  the  optic  nerve  on  the 
back  side ;  they  equal  the  size  of  a  common  small 
garden  squash.  The  structure  essentially  differs 
from  land  animals;  there  are  no  membranes  like 
those  which  form  the  globe,  but  a  bony  shell, 
semi-transparent,  presenting  three  sutures,  two 
opposite  each  other,  which  seem  to  divide  it 
vertically  into  two  halves;  the  third  surrounds 
the  globe  three  quarters  of  an  inch  from  the 
union  of  the  cornea.  This  is  formed  of  two  ta- 
bles, the  inner  one  being  the  most  delicate, 
with  an  intervening  diploe,  as  in  the  bones  of 
the  human  scull.  Toward  the  cornea  it  gradu- 
ally thickens,  forming  a  moulding  on  the  inside, 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  which  contri- 
butes to  the  formation  of  a  perfect  groove,  on 
the  outside,  anterior^,  into  which  the  edge  of 
the  cornea  is  inserted.  The  transparent  cornea 
is  oval,  rather  concave,  measuring  2  1-2  in.  one 
way,  2  in.  the  other:  it  is  formed  of  two  mem- 
branes, easily  separated,  which  resemble  parch- 
ment, and  are  exceedingly  strong.  Over  this  is 
the  tunlica  conjunctiva,  which  has  but  slight  ad- 
hesion to  the  sclerotica  or  bony  globe,  for  three 
quarters  of  an  inch,  to  where  it  is  reflected  on 
to  the  eyelids.  On  the  back  side  of  the  eye,  the 
shell  is  gradually  thinner,  and  leaves  a  ragged 
aperture,  1  1-2  inch,  for  the  entrance  of  the  op- 
tic nerve  and  accompanying  vessels. 


SEPULTURE.— No.  VI. 

Scarcely  any  tombs  or  graves  are  so  construc- 
ted, they  are  not  re-opened,  or  partially  so,  af- 
ter they  have  been  used.  A  considerable  num- 
ber of  cases  prove  that  from  tombs  and  graves, 
opened  in  any  way,  or  even  closed,  gases  or  airs 
issue,  injurious  or  deadly  to  people  exposed  to 
them.  On  the  question,  whether  they  generate 
■contagious,  epidemic  disease,  there  are  some  his- 
tories in  the  Boston  Christian  Register,  June  3, 
and  Medical  Intelligencer,  June  3,  and  July  1. 
The  gases  are  confined  by  the  walls  of  churches 
and  buildings,  which  obstruct  currents  of  air, 
which  greatly  dilute  the  gases  with  an  extensive 
atmosphere. 

That  bodies  were  inordinately  accumulated  in 
the  church-yard,  N.  York,  was  uot  suggested  till 


much  mischief  had  been  done.  In  two,  at  least, 
of  the  churches  in  Boston,  under  which  there  are 
tombs,  the  congregation  sometimes  complain  of 
odour  from  them,  whether  it  enters  through  the 
joints  of  the  floor,  or,  after  its  exit  through  the 
cellar  windows,  it  enters  through  the  church 
windows.  Should  the  odour  seem  not  danger- 
ous, should  air  mixed  with  the  gases,  though  not 
so  as  to  affect  the  smell,  produce  no  immediate 
sensible  injury,  exposure  to  such  odour  and  such 
air,  is  very  undesirable  :  it  may  be  submitted  to  as 
a  matter  of  necessity  ;  when  no  necessity  exists, 
a  church  liable  to  such  odour  and  air,  will  of- 
ten be  deserted  by  sensitive-  people.  It  is  not 
strange  we  should  desire  to  deposit  the  remains 
of  our  friends,  in  so  sacred  a  place  as  a  church  ; 
thoughtful  people  will  not  choose  that  church 
for  their  worship. 

On  the  question  whether  accumulated  dead 
fetid  animal  matter  has  brought  on  epidemic,conta- 
gious  disease,  there  is  a  history,  from  Grenada,  in 
Med.  Intelligencer,  June  3d,  and  another  July  1 

In  animal  substances,  exposed  to  the  atmos- 
pheric air,at  lOdeg.  of  Reaumur,  moistened  with 
its  serous  humours,  the  colour  is  first  paler  than 
usual,  the  consistence  slowly  diminished,  its  tex- 
ture relaxed  ;  the  smell  of  fresh  meat  is  succeed- 
ed by  a  sickening,  loathsome  smell,  the  colour 
becomes  blue  as  that  of  fowls  bruised  before 
death,  then  of  a  brown  chocolate  colour,  accom- 
panied by  almost  insupportable  stench.  Iq  the 
sun  and  atmospheric  moisture,  these  changes  are 
completed  in  18  or  20  days  ;  in  the  humid,  pent 
air  of  a  cellar,  in  nearly  two  years. 

The  last  stage  of  putrescence,  in  tombs,  is  of- 
ten finished  in  not  less  than  four  years ;  the  body 
has  the  consistence  of  soap ;  bubbles  are  seen 
standing  on  various  parts,  owing  to  extrication 
of  hydrogen  gas,  and  the  fetor  is  highly  active. 
It  was  once  proposed  in  France,  to  bury  bodies 
without  coffins,  that  all  effluvia  might  be  absorb- 
ed by  the  earth  immediately.  The  grave  should 
be  so  deep,  the  air  cannot  penetrate  to  it,  and 
then  the  juices  form  new  combinations,  before 
they  escape  from  the  grave. 

In  a  clayey  soil,  the  grave  need  not  be  so  deep 
as  in  loose  sandy  ground,  because  exhalation  can- 
not so  readily  penetrate.  At  the  depth  of  5  feet, 
decomposition  is  not  complete  under  five  years  ; 
four  years,  at  four  feet,  three  years  at  three 
feet.  This,  however,  varies,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  earth,  and  state  of  the  body.  A 
very  fleshy  person  sooner  begins  to  be  decom- 
posed, and  gives  out  much  more  gaseous  vapour. 
Five  sixths  of  the  animal  body  is  fluid ;  the  flesh 
is  macerated  in  its  own  fluid  ;  a  body  in  a  vacuum 
is  decomposed,  if  the  temperature  is  increased. 
Tombs  should  be  open  in  foul,  windy  weather, 
to  carry  off  exhalations,  and  hasten  decomposi- 
tion by  admitting  air. 

The  Jews  considered  it  not  only  infectious, 
but  even  the  highest  degree  of  profanity,  to  bury 
under  the  temple,  or  within  the  walls  of  their 
cities. 

Villaris  and  Cazalet  of  Bordeaux,  preserved 
meat  by  means  of  stoves,  which  were  kept  for 
years,  without  contracting  disagreeable  flavour. 
Sand  and  light  earth  occasionally  preserve  bodies 
by  exhausting  the  fluids,  and  drying  the  flesh. 
A  caravan  was  discovered  in  Arabia  a  few  years 
ago,  consisting  of  a  multitude  of  men,  camels. 


and  provisions,  all  perfectly  changed  to  mum- 
mies, by  the  hot  sands  by  which  they  were  bu- 
ried. A  human  body  is  kept  in  the  library  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  Eng.  which  was  pre- 
served under  sand  in  the  Isle  of  Teneriffe.  Too 
much  humidity,  impedes  decomposition.  In  very 
moist  sepulchres,  putrefaction  is  almost  as  long 
as  the  growth  of  the  body.  There  is  no  period 
of  perfect  safety  :  but  on  the  contrary,  the  dan- 
ger multiplies  with  the  age  and  number  of  ad- 
ditional animal  deposits. 

The  public  health  regulations  require  that  no 
vegetable  putrefactive  matter,  nor  meats,  shall  be. 
lodged  in  the  city,  that  are  in  the  incipient  stage 
of  putrefaction,  which  is  approbated  by  the  pub- 
lic, while  they  admit  the  gradual  collection  of 
bodies,  in  which  life  has  been  extinguished  by  a 
variety  of  diseases. 

PNUEUMONY. 

Mrs.  Dunlap,  Navy -Yard,  Nov.  12th,  1806, 
P.  M.  third  day  of  her  sickness,  has  severe  pain 
in  her  right  side,  dry  cough,  countenance  much 
flushed,  somewhat  distressful  headach,  pulse  un- 
equal in  time  and  force,  hard  and  full,  some  con- 
tractions and  dilatations  imperfect,  skin  rather 
dry,  respiration  somewhat  interrupted.  Yester- 
day she  expectorated  rather  freely ;  she  had 
formerly  been  bled  repeatedly.  R.  Powdered 
rhubarb,  30  gr.  Submur.  of  mercury  10  gr.  pe- 
diluvium;  ptisan;  warm  infusion  of  hyssop  and 
linseed  ;  a  bag  of  hot  ashes  to  the  painful  part. 
She  heard  of  her  husband's  arrival  from  sea. 

13th. — A.M.  much  relieved;  the  purgative 
operated  freely,  countenance  much  less  distress- 
ful and  flushed,  pulse  less  hard  and  full,  still  un- 
equal in  time,  pain  in  her  side  subsided,  skin 
dry.  R.  Opii.  gr.  1.  Submur.  hydrarg.  6  gr.  m.  ft. 
pil.  3  ;  unam  sumat  aegra  hora  quaque  octavS. 
Adhibentur,  ptisan ,  et  infus.  ut  olim. 

14lh. — At  noon,  appearances  as  yesterday; 
tongue  continues  moist,  expectoration  free,  pulse 
small,  equal,  hard,  frequent.  Prescription  as 
yesterdav . 

15th. — In  a  state  of  convalescence.  Visits- 
discontinued.  I. 


Mrs.  L.  aet.  38,  has  had  6  children.  In  the  4th 
month  of  her  7th  pregnancy,  she  had  uterine 
haemorrhage,  which  recurred  often  for  a  month, 
when,  July  29th,  1,  P.  M.  she  was  delivered  of  a 
fetid  male  child,  which,  she  thought,  died  a 
month  before.  The  after-birth  came  away  Aug. 
2nd,  4,  P.  M.  1823.         C. 


Last  month  eleven  cases  of  tpyhoid  character 
occurred  at  Cambridge,  among  the  scholars  in 
the  Freshman  class,  which  is  distinguished  for 
its  literary  respectability,  particularly  in  the 
Greek  language,  Some  marks  of  milder  indis- 
position appeared  in  the  Sophomore  class. 

SEA  SICKNESS. 
After  I  had  sea  sickness  for  some  days,  I  im- 
perceptibly acquired  some  power  of  resisting  its 
effects.  In  waking  from  a  very  disturbed  sleep, 
my  respirations  were  interrupted  by  irregular 
pauses,  with  appearance  of  watching  for  favour- 
able opportunity  for  making  the  succeeding  ef- 
fort; it  seemed  as  if  inspiration  were  in  some 
manner  to  be  guided  by  the  tendency  of  the  ves- 
sel to  pitch  with  uneasy  motion. 
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At  the  instant  the  chest  is  dilated  for  recep- 
tion of  air,  its  vessels  become  more  open  to  re- 
ception of  blood  ;  so  the  return  of  blood  from  the 
head  is  more  free  than  at  any  other  period  of  a 
complete  respiration.  By  expelling  air  from  the 
lUDo-s,  ingress  of  blood  is  so  obstructed,  that  when 
the  brain  is  exposed  by  trepan,  successive  tur- 
gescence  and  subsidence  of  the  brain  are  seen,  in 
alternate  motion  with  the  different  states  of  the 
chest.  Probably  from  this  cause,  in  severe  head- 
achs,  temporary  relief  is  obtained  by  occasional 
complete  inspirations. 

In  sea  sickness,  inspiration  will  have  some  ten- 
dency to  relieve,  if  regulated  so  as  to  counteract 
temporar}'  pressure  of  blood  on  the  brain. 

The  principal  uneasiness  is  feit  during  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  vessel,  by  the  sinking  of  the  wave 
on  which  it  rests.  During  this  subsidence,  the 
blood  tends  to  press  with  unusual  force  on  the 
brain.  If  a  person  be  supposed  standing  erect 
on  deck,  the  brain  sustains  no  pressure  from 
weight  of  the  blood,  the  vessels  of  the  feet  and 
lower  parts  of  the  body  must  contract,  with  a 
force  sufficient  to  resist  pressure  of  a  column  of 
blood,  of  between  five  and  six  feet. 

If  the  deck  were  suddenly  and  entirely  remov- 
ed, the  blood  would  be  no  longer  supported  by 
its  vessels,  but  both  would  fall  together  with  the 
same  velocity,  by  free  action  of  gravity  ;  the  con- 
traction of  the  vessels  which  before  supported 
the  weight  of  the  blood,  would  now  occasion  it 
to  press  on  the  brain,  with  force  proportional  to 
its  former  altitude. 

During  more  gradual  subsidence  of  the  deck, 
and  partial  removal  of  support,  there  must  be 
partial  diminution  of  the  pressure  of  the  blood 
on  its  vessels,  and  a  partial  reaction  on  the  brain, 
which  would  be  directly  counteracted  by  a  full 
inspiration. 

A  barometer,  at  sea  in  a  calm,  rests  at  the 
same  height  it  would  on  shore ;  but  when  the 
ship  falls  by  subsidence  of  the  wave,  the  mercu- 
ry is  seen  apparently  to  rise  ;  a  portion  of  its 
gravity  is  employed  in  occasioning  its  descent 
with  the  vessel;  were  it  in  a  tube,  closed  at  the 
bottom,  it  would  no  longer  press  with  its  whole 
weight  on  the  lower  end.  In  the  same  manner, 
and  for  the  same  reason,  the  blood  no  longer 
presses  downward  with  its  whole  weight,  and  will 
be  driven  upward,  by  the  elasticity  which  before 
was  merely  sufficient  to  support  it. 

The  sickness  occasioned  by  swinging,  is  from 
the  same  causes  as  sea  sickness,  and  that  direc- 
tion of  the  motion  which  occasions  the  most  un- 
easiness, conforms  to  the  explanation  above  giv- 
en. In  descending  forwards,  this  sensation  is 
perceived;  then  the  blood  has  the  greatest  ten- 
dency to  move  from  the  feet  towards  the  head  ; 
the  line  joining  them  is  in  the  direction  of  the 
motion.  Descent  backward  is  transverse  to  the 
line  of  the  body  ;  it  occasions  little  comparative 
inconvenience;  the  tendency  to  propel  the  blood 
towards  the  head  is  inconsiderable. 

A  friend  of  mine  experienced  immediate  relief 
from  slight  sea  sickness,  by  lying  on  the  deck, 
with  his  head  towards  the  stem  ;  on  pitching,  he 
was  in  the  attitude  of  a  person  descending  back- 
ward in  a  swing. 

The  sensation  of  sinking  is  in  all  cases  refer- 
red directly  to  the  stomach,  which  is  seized  with 
instantaneous  retching.  Too  quickly  withdraw- 
ing blood  from  the  head,  occasions    momentary 


At  a  time  when  I  was  much  fatigued  by  exer- 
cise, I  had  occasion  to  run  to  some  distance,  and 
seat  myself  under  a  low  wall  for  shelter  from  a 
shower.  In  rising  suddenly  from  this  position,  1 
was  attacked  with  such  giddiness,  I  involuntarily 
qropped  into  my  former  posture,  and  was  instan- 
taneously relieved  by  return  of  blood  to  the  head, 
from  every  uneasines. 

The  same  affection  has  frequently  occurred  to 
me,  in  slighter  degrees,  in  rising  suddenly  from  an 
inclined  position,  after  fatigue  ;  sinking  down  im- 
mediately removes  the  giddiness  ;  rising  a  second 
time  gradually,    the  giddiness  is  avoided 
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W.  H.  Wollaston,  M.  D. 


My  first  sensation  of  sea  sickness  was  in  going 
7  miles  from  land,  before  breakfast,  in  a  small 
boat,  to  the  ship  in  which  I  first  sailed.  I  had 
strong  sensations  in  my  mouth  and  throat,  not  in 
my  stomach,  of  approaching  vomition,  and  I  made 
two  efforts  to  vomit. 

One  of  my  friends  became  sick,  as  soon  as  he 
went  on  board  :  in  a  few  hours  he  threw  "every 
thing"  from  his  stomach.  In  voyages  from  Bos- 
ton to  Lisbon,  thence  to  Madeira,  and  thence  to 
the  capes  of  Virginia,  which  took  123  days,  and 
15  days  of  quarantine,  he  was  sick  every  day, 
and  vomited  from  1  to  20  times,  and  frequently 
more,  daily.  He  cannot  now  go  on  board  a  ves- 
sel at  the  wharf,  in  the  calmest  weather,  with- 
out nausea. 

In  the  early  parts  of  my  two  voyages  I  had 
frequent  nausea,  relieved  by  exposing  my  face 
to  the  wind,  and  lying  down  covered  with  great 
coats,  on  the  middle  of  the  deck,  where  there  is 
generally  less  motion  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  ship.  In  sailing  from  Ireland  to  Scotland,  8 
leagues,  was  the  only  instance  in  which  I  have 
been  so  sea  sick  as  to  vomit. 

My  urine  was  very  copious,  particularly  at 
night,  a  great  part  of  my  first  voyage,  in  Aug. 
from  Annapolis  to  France. — My  friend  tells  me, 
he  passed  more  urine  at  sea,  in  one  day,  than  he 
ever  did  on  shore  in  3  days. 

In  my  first  voyage,  on  entering  the  dining 
room,  which  was  not  well  ventilated,  I  loathed 
food  ;  but,  after  sitting  down,  ate  my  usual  quan- 
tity. In  both  voyages,  I  soon  lost  all  relish  for 
tea  and  coffee,  of  which  I  have  been  at  all  other 
times  very  fond  ;  though  in  the  second  voyage 
we  had  fresh  milk.  This  is  owing,  probably,  in 
a  great  degree  to  the  water,  in  which  the  tea 
and  coffee  is  prepared.  Wine  is  not  pleasant  at 
sea.  One  of  my  friends  tells  me  his  "  palate  has 
been  better  in  the  morning,'1  when  he  has  ab- 
stained from  wine  the  day  and  evening  previous. 
Cider  and  apples  are  very  generally  grateful, 
and  acids.  Some  things,  which  please  the  taste 
on  shore,  disgust  it  at  sea,  and  vice  versa.  The 
quantity  eaten  at  sea,  is  generally  greater  than 
on  shore:  perhaps  want  of  occupation  is  here  to 
be  considered. 

A  case  of  hemiplegy  occurred  in  a  married  la- 
dy of  40  yrs.  after  we  had  been  at  sea  3  weeks. 
She  has  since  died  with  a  second  attack,  6  mths. 
after  the  first.  She  had  not  evidenced  much  sea- 
sickness. She  had  been  long  and  severely  cos- 
tive, and  on  the  day  of  her  first  seizure,  had  eat- 
ing bad  pastry.  She  was  attacked  on  deck,  in 
the  evening,  whilst  she  was  singing.  Two  or 
three  cases  of  dysentery  also  occurred.  One  of 
them  was  in  a  female,  who  had  been  exceeding 


.giddiness,  with   diminution  of  muscular  power.  Ily  sick  three  weeks,  and  had  vomited  freely.  Vo- 


mition was  checked,  when  dysentery  appeared. 

A  young  man,  ret.  25  years,  appeared  very 
stout  and  healthy,  was  exceedingly  sea  sick,  sel- 
dom passed  a  day  without  vomiting  violently, 
was  extremely  costive,  had  very  few  stools  dur- 
ing the  voyage.  Some  thin,  sickly  people,  suf- 
fer in  a  similar  manner.  But  I  know  a  man  of 
thin  habit,  who  made  two  voyages,  of  60  days, 
without  any  sickness.  Children  are  less  affected 
than  grown  persons  ;  they  are  less  affected  by 
motion  of  the  vessel,  and  take  more  exercise. 

The  constant  sensible  motion  of  the  vessel,  so 
different  from  the  apparent  steadiness  of  land  ; 
the  constant  change  to  which  the  eye  is  subject- 
ed at  sea,  seem  first  to  occasion  dizziness,  like 
that  felt  in  a  coach,  closed  sleigh,  swing,  or  on  a 
camel,  by  people  unaccustomed  to  them.  Nau- 
sea and  vomition  often  follow,  specially  if  the 
bowels  are  obstructed;  then  faintness  is  readily 
produced.  Living  bodies  often  lose,  in  some  de- 
gree, susceptibility  to  agents  constantly  applied 
to  them  ;  thus  sea  sickness  subsides,  under  the 
very  circumstances  in  which  it  took  place,  till  a 
new  exciting  cause  produces  them.  Should  a 
storm  arise,  the  ship  would  be  more  than  usually 
agitated,  and  the  new  effects  on  the  seaman 
would  be  as  great,  at  least,  as  he  experienced  at 
embarkation,  unless  his  attention  is  arrested  by 
danger. 

Dr.  Legrand,  surgeon-major  of  the  Fr.  Navy, 
being  habitually  sick  at  sea,  applied  a  belt  round 
his  bowels,  and  experienced  much  relief.  The 
advantages  of  such  a  belt  he  has  experienced  as 
applied  to  others.  He  advises  its  application  at 
the  commencement  of  the  voyage,  before  the 
sickness  can  show  itself.  He  attributes  to  it  a  di- 
diminution  of  the  spasmodic  state,  in  which  Turn- 
bull  says  sea  sickness  chiefly  consists,  of  the 
violence  of  vomiting,  and  of  the  pain  at  the  sto- 
mach. 

Dr.  Lancy  says  relief  is  afforded  by  applying 
a  tight  bandage  to  the  head. 

The  first  course  of  lectures  on  anatomy  in 
New-England,  were  given  by  Dr.  William  Hun- 
ter, from  Scotland,  in  1757  or  58.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  he  was  Surgeon  to  the  Highland  re- 
giment, which  was  at  that  time  employed  against 
the  French  in  Canada,  and  that  after  having  ob- 
tained his  dismission  from  the  service,  he  went 
to  Newport  with  the  intention  of  establishing 
himself  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  It  seems  he 
was  learned,  possessing  handsome  talents,  and 
had  received  a  regular  medical  education.  He 
lectured  in  the  court  house,  to  a  number  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens.  It  does  not  appear 
that  dissections  were  employed  in  his  demonstra- 
tions, but  that  he  hud  recourse  to  the  skeleton, 
drawings,  &c. 

Larry,  left  the  impression  on  my  mind,  of  a 
true,  honest  man  ;  to  science,  he  united,  in  the 
highest  degree,  active  philanthropy  :  he  looked 
on  all  the  wounded  as  of  his  family:  every  con- 
sideration gave  way  before  his  care  on  the  hos- 
pitals.    He  has  all  my  esteem  and  gratitude. 

Napoleon. 

Aurelius  Cornelius  Cei.sus,  of  sublime,  pene- 
trating genius,  was  a  native  of  Rome,  the  only 
latin  author  we  have  in  his  time.  Scientific  in- 
vestigation, sound  reasoning,  and  judicious  prac- 
tice, specially  in  surgery,  are  contained  in  his 
work,  "  de    Medecina."     He  has  been   called 
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the   latin  Hippocrates,  the  Cicero  of  medicine, 
from  the  elegance  of  his  style. 

Claudius  Galen,  of  extraordinary  talents  and 
energy  of  mind,  was  born  at  Pergamus.  His 
father  was  a  man  of  good  capacity,  and  had  been 
at  great  expense  in  procuring  the  best  masters  to 
instruct  his  son  in  the  various  branches  of  litera- 
ture. He  visited  different  parts  of  the  world  in 
quest  of  learning,  and  medical  information,  and 
completed  his  education  at  the  Alexandrian 
school.  He  settled  at  Rome,  where  he  soon  be- 
came distinguished  for  brilliancy  of  genius,  ex- 
tensive erudition,  and  power  of  eloquence.  Am- 
bitious, diligent,  and  skilful,  he  was  active  and 
successful  in  the  practice  of  physic.  Rivals 
and  enemies  attempted  by  dishonourable  arti- 
fices to  tarnish  his  reputation.  His  dissections 
beino-  chiefly  confined  to  apes,  caused  him  to 
commit  many  errors  which  were  not  detected 
till  the  time  of  Versalius.  Yet  he  was  the  best 
anatomist  that  had  ever  been  at  Rome.  Many 
persons  of  the  highest  distinction  attended  his 
lectures. 

YELLOW  FEVER. 
According  to  Dr.  Francis,  the  prof,  of  insti- 
tutes of  med.  in  the  university  of  New  York,  and 
to  Dr.  Pym,  inspector  of  hospitals,  the  Yellow 
Fever  in  Europe  and  the  W.  Indies  attacks  the 
human  frame  but  once.  Dr.  P.  says,  in  the  fever 
at  Gibralter  of  1810,  1813,  and  1814,  there  was 
no  well  authenticated  instance  of  a  second  at- 
tack;  in  1815,  the  troops  who  had  not  passed 
the  disease  were  encamped  ;  those  who  had  pass- 
ed it  were  doing  dut}r  in  town.  At  Cadiz,  Car- 
thagena,  Malaga,  the  fact  of  persons  not  being 
liable  to  a  second  attack  is  considered  as  estab- 
lished, as  in  small  pox. 

Two  British  officers,  who  had  had  it  in  the 
W.  Indies,  were  exempt  from  it  at  Gibralter ; 
all  were  affected  who  had  not  passed  it  in  the 
West  Indies.  With  the  Spaniards,  the  having 
passed  it  is  a  matter  of  great  rejoicing ;  a  medical 
certificate  of  the  fact  is  sufficient  passport  to  an 
infected  town,  which  they  enter  without  appre- 
hension. 

The  college  of  physicians,  Philadelphia,  after 
establishing  the  identity  of  the  yellow  fever, 
which  appeared  there  1793,  1797,  1798,  with 
the  pestilence  of  the  West_  Indies,  state  '  very 
few,  if  any,  of  the  Creole  French  in-  this  city 
suffered  from  the  disease,  though  the  fever  was 
in  their  families  ;  their  children,  born  in  this 
country,  died.' 

Dr.  Rush  says,  "  1793,  the  refugees  from  the 
W.  Indies  universally  escaped  the  disorder.  May 
I  not  add,  in  the  desolating  fever  last  summer  in 
this  city,  not  more  than  two  or  three  of  the  old 
inhabitants  were  affected  with  it,  whilst  not  more 
than  that  number  of  the  emigrants  escaped  ?" 

The  College  of  Physicians  of  London,  and  the 
Army  Medical  Board,  say,  "  the  disease  is  highly 
contagious,  and  that  climate,  soil,  and  other  local 
causes,  propagate  it,  and  add  to  its  virulence." 
The  College  and  Board  recommend  strict  adhe- 
rence to  improved  quarantine  laws,  and  all  mu- 
nicipal regulations. 

-=>-*  c=» 

LITHOTOMY,  BY  THE  RECTUM, 

Was  invented  in  the  16th  century  ;  it  fell  into 
neglect,  till  brought  forward  1817,  by  M.  San- 
son, a  French  surgeon.     He  proposed   to  cut  in- 


to the  bladder,  behind  the  prostate  gland,  or  to 
divide  it  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  freely.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  describe  but  one  of  these  me- 
thods. He  commenced  by  introducing  the  left 
index-finger  into  the  anus,  and  passing  in  upon 
it  a  bistoury,  flat  on  his  finger,  so  as  not  to 
wound  the  parts  in  contact  with  it ;  turned  the 
edge  upward  and  divided  with  a  single  stroke, 
in  the  direction  of  the  raphe,  the  sphincter  of  the 
anus,  and  the  inferior  part  of  the  rectum. 

This  cut  laid  bare  the  lower  surface  of  the 
prostate  gland,  along  which  the  finger  was  pass- 
ed, till  the  grooved  sound,  introduced  before  the 
operation,  and  held  perpendicularly,  was  felt 
through  the  bladder,  behind  the  gland.  The 
point  of  the  bistoury  was  then  introduced  into 
the  grodve,  and  carried  back  about  an  inch,  or 
whatever  distance  may  be  supposed  necessary 
for  extraction  of  the  stone. 

The  advantages  of  these  methods,  for  they 
differ  in  no  respect,  except  the  division  oC  the 
prostate  gland,  in  one  instance,  and  not  in  the 
other,  are,  the  danger  of  haemorrhage  is  entire- 
ly obviated,  since  there  are  no  vessels  of  any  con- 
siderable size,  in  the  direction  of  the  wound  ;  and 
the  opening  can  easily  be  made  so  free  as 
to  prevent  the  necessity  of  the  pulling  and  tear- 
ing so  frequent  in  the  lateral  operations.  But 
the  wound  is  great,  pressure  of  urine  and  foeces 
may  prevent  ready  union  of  the  parts,  and  occa- 
sion fistuluos  ulcers,  almost  impossible  to  be 
healed,  or  give  a  purulent  discharge,  which  will 
exhaust  the  patient. 

Hotel  Dieu,  Paris,  Oct.  12,  1821.  A  boy,  aet. 
14,  well  grown,  apparently  strong  and  healthy, 
had  suffered  from  the  complaint  8  years.  He 
was  confined  in  the  usual  situation,  and  the 
grooved  sound  introduced  ;  Baron  Dupuytren 
passed  his  left  forefinger  into  the  rectum,  pass- 
ed the  knife  in  upon  it,  and  cut  upwards  in  the 
direction  of  the  raphe,  to  the  urethra,  through 
which  he  cut  into  the  sound.  He  then  laid  aside 
the  knife,  and  introduced  the  lithotome  cache' 
into  the  bladder,  and  divided  its  neck  in  withdraw- 
ing. He  then  pushed  his  finger  into  the  wound, 
passed  a  flat  director  in  upon  it,  and  the  forceps 
upon  the  director,  grasped  the  stone,  and  endea- 
voured to  extract  it.  It  proved  to  be  very  large, 
and  baffled  his  attempt.  He  enlarged  the  wound 
with  a  knife,  took  a  new  pair  of  forceps,  and 
drew  upon  the  wound  with  great  force  ;  again 
enlarged  the  opening,  seized  the  stone  longitu- 
dinally, and  immediately  removed  it.  It  was 
oval,  3  inches  long,  1  3-4  wide,  3-4  thick.  The 
cut  parts  were  simply  placet!  in  -contact.  The 
boy  bore  the  operation  well,  and  did  not  lose 
much  blood. 

13th,  his  abdomen  was  very  tender,  he  com- 
plained of  pain  and  restlessness  during  the  night. 
A  warm  bath  was  ordered,  (27  deg.  of  Reau- 
mur) a  laxative,  and  cataplasm  to  the  abdomen. 

I  did  not  see  him  till  the  26th.  His  eyes  were 
sunk,  face  pale,  body  much  emaciated,  appe- 
tite gone  ;  he  took  no  food  but  soups.  He 
passed  his  urine  from  the  wound,  with  con- 
siderable purulent  discharge  ;  this  became  ve- 
ry great  and  offensive.  He  died  Nov.  17th,  36 
days  after  the  operation. 

The  result  may,  perhaps,  in  a  considerable  de- 
gree, be  attributed  to  the  size  of  the  stone,  and 
to  its  being  seized  so  as  to  bring  its  longest  dia- 
meter across  the  opening.  The  quantity  and 
offensive  quality  of  the  discharge,  which  appear- 


ed a  few  days  after  the  operation,  gave  room  to 
suspect  considerable  slough  had  taken  place 
from  the  posterior  surface  of  the  bladder,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  force  in  extracting  the  stone  in 
the  first  instance.  With  such  circumstances,  no 
operation  would  have  been  successful.  This 
case  may  possibly  assist  in  forming  an  opinion 
of  the  value  of  this  operation,  which  has  recent- 
ly excited  considerable  interest  in  Europe. 
July  28^,1823.    John  Bell,  M.  D.    JV.  York. 

— ♦ 
Medical  Lectures    commence    at   the   University   of 
Pennsylvania,  1st  Monday  in  November. 
Philip  S.  Physic,  M.  D.  on  Anatomy, 
John  Redman  Coxe,  M.  D.  on  Materia  Medica, 
Nathaniel  Chapman,  M.  D.  on  Theory  and  Practice, 
Thomas  C.  James,  M.  D.  on  Midwifery, 
Robert  Hare,  M.  D.  on  Chymistry, 
William  Gibson,  M.  D.  on  Surgery, 
William  E.  Horner,  M.  D.  adjt.  Prof,  of  Anatomy,  and 
Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty. 
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BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  commence  the  second  Wed- 
nesday in  September,  and  continue  fifteen  weeks. 
J.  P.  Batchelder,  Dean. 
Pittsjield,  July  29,  1823. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  at  Dartmouth  College  will 
commence  on  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  Septem- 
ber next,  viz.  two  weeks  after  the  College  Commence- 
ment, and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Hanover,   JV.  H.  July  21  st,  1823. 

MEDICAL    NOTICE. 

HE  subscriber  gives  notice  to  students  of  Medicine, 
and  those  who  are  about  to  commence  the  study, 
that  be  will  instruct  pupils  in  all  the  branches  of  medi- 
cal science,  but  more  particularly  in  anatomy  and  sur- 
gery, as  his  advantages  and  facilities  to  instruct  in 
these  branches,  are  rendered  equal,  if  not  superior  to 
any  other  individual's  of  this  vicinity,  by  an  exten- 
sive collection  of  anatomical  preparations ;  among 
which  are  some  elegant  specimens  of  minute  and  rare 
injection. 

In  addition  to  the  advantages  of  the  preparations,  the 
students  will  have  a  privilege  of  attending  each  lesson, 
a  course  of  dissertations  and  demonstrations  from  the 
recent  subject ;  each  student  will  also  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  dissect,  at  least  one  season  before  his  term  of 
pupilage  closes. 

Such  books  as  are  necessary  will  be  furnished,  and  a 
large,  convenient,  and  pleasantly  situated  room,  in  the 
central  part  of  the  city,  is  provided  for  the  apartment  of 
study. 

Tuition,  including  fire-wood  and  lights,  fifty  dollars 
per  year. — Albany,  July  11th,  1823.     Alden  March, 
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SEPULTURE.— No.  VII. 
Les  rstpides  progres  qu'ont  faits,  dans  ces  derniers 
temps,  plusieurs  branches  de  la  physique,  sont  unique- 
ment  dus  a  ce  que  les  meilleurs  espnts  parmi  ceux 
qui  les  cultivent,  soumettent  chaque  jour  a  Pexperience 
tous  les  principes  que  Ton  a  crus,  on  que  meme  on  croit 
encore,  les  plus  certains  et  les  plus  demontres. 

Jan.  3,  1823,  the  privilege  was  granted  of 
erecting  tombs  under  St.  Paul's  church,  under 
direction  of  the  city  council ;  the  tombs  being 
forever  under  control  of  the  council. 

Boston,  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Council,  July 
5,  1823. — After  long  deliberation  on  all  the  re- 
lations of  the  subject,  it  seems  most  adviseable  to 
prohibit  burials  within  the  peninsula,  which  ter- 
minates with  the  Neck  ;  making  reservation  in  fa- 
vour of  tombs  now  existing  ;  and  to  adopt  meas- 
ures which  shall  lead  gradually,  by  assent  of  the 
proprietors  of  those  tombs,  to  exclusion  of  bu- 
rials within  the  peninsula.  These  conclusions 
are  drawn  from, 

1st,  a  certificate  of  eight  physicians  of  Bos- 
ton, dated  Dec.  12,  1822,  from  which  was  de- 
duced, that  tombs  under  churches  are  likely  to 
be  sources  of  injury  to  public  health,  unless  these 
tombs  are  kept  "  tight  to  the  air," — a  condition 
which  is  considered  impracticable,  if  the  tomb  is 
ever  re-opened. 

2ndly,  Dr.  Danforth's  certificate,  July  23d. 
"It  is  my  decided  opinion,  putrid  animal  effluvia 
are  noxious.  I  shall  feel  gratified  if  the  result 
of  my  experience  tends  to  prevent  a  measure  so 
menacing  to  health  as  the  introduction  of  ceme- 
teries under  our  churches." 

3dly,  a  letter  from  one  of  the  8  physicians,  Oct. 
28,  1821,  whence  it  was  deduced  that  inconveni- 
ence or  danger  might  arise  from  exhalations  from 
the  tombs,  entering  the  church  through  the  joints 
of  the  floor,  or  through  the  church  windows,  af- 
ter its  exit  through  apertures  in  the  cellar  walls, 
between  the  upper  part  of  the  tombs  and  the 
floor  of  the  church. — In  the  letter,  the  most  dan- 
gerous consequences  are  apprehended  from  bo- 
dies deposited  on  the  ground,  on  which  the  floor 
of  a  church  is  sometimes  supported;  the  letter 
states  that  the  crevices  of  the  doors  of  tombs 
must  be  secured,  no  moisture  must  penetrate  the 
tombs; — a  condition  which  is  considered  unat- 
tainable in  tombs,  without  relation  to  their  con- 
struction, occupied  by  bodies,  five  sixths  of  each 
of  which  are  fluid.  A  body,  6  months  after 
death,  will  be  found  half  immersed  in  fluids  of 
its  own  exudations. 

4thly,  a  certificate  from  the  venerable  Rec- 
tor of  a  church  in  Boston. — "July  16,  I  was 
more  than  once  offended  by  putrid  odours,  which 
I  have  since  escaped  by  reading  the  funeral-ser- 
vices in,  not  under,  the  church.  I  was  led  to 
this  change  by  the  fullest  conviction  I  could  not 
again  breathe  the  air  I  was  once  compelled  to 
inhale,  without  danger  to  my  health.  Mr.  Mar- 
tin Smith,  our  sexton,  is  honest  and  intelligent." 
5thly,  personal  deposition  on  oath  before 
the  Mayor,  of  Martin  Smith,  July  17.  "  In  warm 
weather,  in  the  church,  when  the  tombs  below 
are  shut  up,  I  have  experienced  the  odour  from 
the  vaults 


smell  on  opening  the  tombs,  when  bodies  are  re- 
cently buried.  I  have  often  observed,  in  the 
mornings  of  Sundays,  on  opening  the  church,  the 
smell  of  the  vaults,  which  goes  off  on  opening 
the "  windows,  but  afterwards  have  been  often 
asked  by  persons,  coming  into  the  church  to  wor- 
ship, if  the  vaults  did  not  smell." 

A  cemetery  under  another  church  in  Boston, 
is  kept  with  the  greatest  neatness.  Sometimes 
the  congregation  complain  of  odour  from  it. 
Tombs  in  it  are  not  unnecessarily  open,  except 
in  the  beginning  of  the  week.  On  opening  a 
tomb,  the  sexton  thrusts  in  a  lamp  ;  if  it  is  extin- 
guished, he  opens  the  windows  of  the  church. 


In  Berlin,  Hartford  co.  Conn,  within  the  two  last 
months,  there  have  been  from  thirty  to  forty  cases  of 
low  typhus  fever,  without  reaction  ;  in  several  instan- 
ces with  petechia,  much  resembling;  the  spotted  fevers 
which  have  been  so  mortal.  The  disease,  considering- 
its  severity,  has  not  proved  very  fatal. 


Aug. 


7th,  a  surgeon  in  Charlestown  operated 
for  congenital  cataract  on  the  eyes  of  a  child,  5 
months  old.  In  June  he  operated  on  both  eyes 
of  a  brother  and  sister,  ast.  4,  and  14  years,  and 
repeated  the  operation  successfully,  a 
after. 


fortnight 


Boston,  June  20,  1806. — Mr.  Wintow,  aet.  40, 
of  dark  complexion,  middle  size,  was  attacked 
yesterday,  4  P.  M.  with  severe  pains  in  his  head, 
back  and  limbs,  shivering  and  vomiting.  He 
takes  tartrite  of  antimony,  2  1-2  grs.  which  ope- 
rated thrice,  and  proved  purgative  8  times  ;  his 
feet  are  put  in  warm  water.  He  perspired  pro- 
fusely through  the  night,  without  much  relief  of 
pains.  Besides  the  pains,  his  countenance  is  a 
little  clouded,  his  eyes  watery  and  a  little  glis- 
tening, pulse  frequent,  irregular,  feeling,  when 
touched  lightly,  full  and  hard  ;  when  compressed, 
inelastic.  R.  vini  tartrit  antimonii,  gtt.  30,  6 
ta  quaque  hora.  ;  pediluvium  tepid. 

21st,  noon. — Countenance  as  yesterday  ;  pains 
much  subsided,  pulse  has  recovered  the  contrac- 
tile power.  He  washes  his  face,  neck  and  arms 
with  cold  water,  and  continues  the  medicine. 

22nd,  noon. — Was  attacked  last  evening  with 
cough,  which  is  very  severe  to  day  ;  pain  in  the 
left  side,  and  painful  sensations.  R.  Opii.  gr.  2; 
Submur.  hydrarg.  gr.  16  ;  m.  ft.  pil.  8  ;  unam  su- 
mat  aSger  hora  quaque  6ta. 

23d. — Better. — Same  pill  and  diet. — Pie  drinks 
freely  of  lemonade,  against  advice.  Evening, 
severe  diarrhoea  for  several  hours. 

24th,  P.  M.— Considerable  debility,  warm  and 
very  clammy  sweat,  artery  appeared  to  have 
lost  considerable  contractility. 

25th,  P.  M. — The  sweat  has  left  him,  pulse 
recovered  its  tone,  is  too  rapid.  A  pill  night 
and  morning.  Convalescent, — visits  discontin- 
ued. I. 


below ;    and,  in    consequence,  have 
gone  down  and  put  in  lime.     There  is  always  a  I  rest,,  slight  delirium,  and  was  costive 


Nov.  14th,  1806,  A.  M.  ■  Holmes,  ait.  7, 

was  attacked  some  days  since  with  shivering, 
headach,  &c.  Yesterday  was  seized  withy  se- 
vere pain  in  the  side  ;    last  night  had   but    little 

He  has 


severe  distress  in  the  left  hypocondre,  sometimes 
shooting  to  his  stomach ;  pulse  frequent,  full,  hard: 
and  abrupt,  teasing  cough,  tongue  thinly  coated, 
papillae  discernible  on  the  edges,  respiration 
hurried.  R.  Powdered  rhubarb,  gr.  10.  Submur. 
of  mercury,  gr.  7.  m.  Ptisan,  warm  infusion  of 
hyssop  and  linseed ;  pediluvium  ;  cataplasms  to 
his  feet;  his  room  to  be  agreeably  warm. 

15th.  Purgative  was  rejected  soon  after  it 
was  administered;  he  has  had  two  stools,  uneasy 
night,  pain  in  the  side  at  considerable  intervals; 
respiration  much  hurried ;  he  is  very  restless, 
,and  complains  much  of  heat ;  pulse  smaller,  hard 
and  frequent ;  the  coat  on  the  centre  of  the  tongiie 
approaches  a  colour  between  a  slate  and  faint 
yellow  ;  headach  subsided,  cough  dry  and  short. 
Opii.  gr.  1.  Submur.  hydrarg.  gr.  16,  m.  ft.  pil. 
16  ;  unam  sumat  aeger  hora  quaque  sexta;  pti- 
san ;  vesicat  hypochondrio  applicetur,  dolore 
gravi. 

16th.  Pain  in  the  side  ceased;  respiration 
less  rapid  ;  restlessness,  vigilance  and  heat,  di- 
minished ;  pulse  less  hard  and  frequent,  more 
full ;  tongue  cleaner,  cough  dry  and  teasing,  no 
expectoration  ;  same  prescription. 

17th.  Better;  a  pill  every  24  hours;  the 
pills  seemed  to  have  affected  his  mouth  ;  there  is 
an  ulcer  on  the  side  of  his  tongue. 

18th. — Better.  Old  Ricins.  ^20th. — Much  bet- 
ter ;  cough  has  almost  ceased :  he  rests  well;  ap- 
petite begins  to  return  ;  visits  discontinued.      I. 

vwv 

Lithotomy,  by  the  rectum,  was  performed  on 
animals  by  Vegetius,  an  Italian  surgeon,  in  the 
middle  of  the  17th  century,  and  applied  to  hu- 
man surgery  by  Dr.  L.  J.  J.  Sanson,  in  his  in- 
augural thesis,  Paris,  1817.  The  utility  of  the 
method  is  confined  to  those  rare  cases  in  which 
the  pelvis  is  badiy  formed,  the  stone  very  large 
and  buried  in  the  bottom  of  the  bladder,  so  as  to 
project  on  the  rectum.  Such  a  case  occurred 
to  Barbantini.  See  "  Journ.  Universel  des  Scien. 
Med.  vol.  xvii.  Paris,  Nov.  1821.  Baron  Larrey. 


ANATOMICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

In  drying  parts  of  animals  in  warm  weather, 
to  prevent  putrefaction,  fly-blows,  insects,  &c. 
we  use  oxymuriate  of  mercury,  3  oz.  in  alkohol 
1  lb.  The  part  as  it  dries,  should  be  moistened 
with  this  liquor ;  by  this  method,  the  body  of  a 
child  may  be  kept  even  in  summer. 

Dried  preparations  are  apt  to  crack  and  moul- 
der ;  they  should  be  covered  with  thick  varnish 
as  often  as  occasion  requires.  Parts  to  be  flexi- 
ble, are  kept  in  well  rectified  spirits  of  wine,  to 
which  is  added  a  small  quantity  of  the  spirit  of 
vitriol  or  nitre. 

These  properly  mixed  neither  change  their 
colour,  nor  the  consistence  of  the  parts,  except 
where  serous  or  mucous  liquors  are  in  them:  the 
brain  even  of  a  young  child,  grows  so  firm  as  to 
admit  of  gentle  handling,  as  do  also  the  vitreous 
and  crysta line  humours.  The  liquor  of  the  se- 
laceous  glands,  and  the  semen,  are  coagulated  by 
this  spirituous  mixture  ;  it  heightens  the  red  col- 
our of  the  injection  of  the  blood  vessels,  so  that 
after  they  have  been  in  it  a  little  time,  several 
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vessels  appear,  which  were  before  invisible.  The 
effects  of  the  mixture  resemble  the  effects  Ruycsh 
attributes  to  his  balsam.  For  the  brain,  and 
humors  of  the  eye,  we  put  20  drops  of  spirit  of  ni- 
tre, to  1  lb.  of  spirit  of  wine.  Harder  parts  need 
thirty  or  forty  drops  of  the  acid ;  more  makes 
bones  flexible,  and  even  dissolves  them.         I. 


Les  effets  nusibles,  bien  constates,  sont  aussi 
precie  ux  a  recueillir  que  les  effets  salutaires  ;  et 
ils   mettent  sur  la  voie  des  decouveites  utiles. 

JVysten. 

John  Abernethy,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  was  born  1755. 
He  commenced  his  professional  studies  under  Mr. 
C.  Blicke,  one  of  the  surgeons  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital.  Several  persons,  acquainted  with 
his  earlier  years,  say,  he  then  showed  no  marks 
of  that  penetrative  genius,  which  has  since  ren- 
'  dered  him  so  eminent  in  chirurgical  science.  He 
was  considered  dull,  and  to  want  ardour  for  cul- 
tivation, to  advantage,  of  the  field  before  him. — 
Some  of  our  greatest  poets  and  philosophers,  in 
the  midst  of  this  apparent  coldness  and  indiffer- 
ence, have  been  storing  up  facts  and  observa- 
tions, taking  original  views  of  things,  and  begin- 
ning to  form  those  systems  which  delight  us  by 
their  elegance  and  truth. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Pott,  Mr.  Abernethy  be- 
came assistant  surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, and  succeeded  to  Mr.  P.  as  lecturer  on  ana- 
tomy and  surgery.     He  was   assistant  surgeon 
nearly  forty  years.    He  did  not  obtain  an  appoint- 
ment as  surgeon,  till  the  death  of  Sir  C.  Blicke, 
in  1819.     Mr.  A.'s  class  continued  for  a  few  years 
very  small,  owing  to  Dr.  Marshall,  who  had  been 
long  established,  giving  lectures  in    the  neigh- 
bourhood ;    but  about  this  time  he   began  to  es- 
tablish the  high  reputation  he  has  acquired,  by 
publication  of  some  Physiological  Essays,  and  a 
work  on  Lumbar  Abscess.     Dr.  M.  relinquishing 
lectures,  24  years  sence,  Mr.  A.'s  class  became 
tnuch  increased.     He  began  to   be   known  as  a 
practitioner,  and  engaged  a  demonstrator,  to  en- 
able him  to  attend  more  to  practice.     Conscien- 
tiously doing  his  duty,  he  has  ever  appeared  to- 
tally unconcerned  at  the  opinion  of  the  public  on 
his  motives;    in   consultation,  he    acts  indepen- 
dently, though  with  becoming  respect  for  the 
talents  and  opinions  of  others. 

Mr.  A.  as  an  author,  next  produced  his  Sur- 
gical Essays ;  where  he  published  the  cases  in 
which  he  had  tied  the  external  iliac  artery. 

His  "  Observations  on  constitutional  Origin  of 
local  disease,"  of  which  a  6th  edition  was  pub- 
lished, 1821,  has  gained  for  him  great  honour 
and  for  mankind  much  good.  It  is  fitted  to  en- 
lighten medical  men,  and  to  be  practically  useful 
to  all  people  of  good  sense.  The  principles  of 
this  work  obtain  for  him  the  name  of  the  Medi- 
cal Surgeon,  and  satisfactorily  attract  to  him  nu- 
merous chronic  sufferers,  who  may  recognize 
much  advice  like  his,  in  the  Med.  Intelligencer, 
p.  10,  13,  18,  38,  34,  36. 

M.  A.  is -very  felicitous  in  reduction  of  the  dis- 
located shoulder.  His  object  is  to  keep  the 
limb  extended,  bv  moderate  force,  till  the  mus- 
cles which  retain  it  in  the  dislocated  posture  are 
relaxed  by  fatigue  :  he  does  not  attempt  to  ex- 
tend them  by  main  force. 

In  lectures  on  anatomy,  he  is  not  very  minute  ; 
he  considers  this  can  only  be  thoroughly  learn- 
ed in  the  dissecting  room :   the   eloquence  and 


energy  of  his  manner,  his  various  pleasant  allu- 
sions, cannot  fail  to  gain  the  attention  of  his  pu- 
pils, and  incite  them  to  further  pursuits.  Prefa- 
tory to  a  particular  description  of  the  bones,  he 
adduces  some  general  remarks  on  the  particular 
subject,  which  usually  lead  to  reflections  beyond 
the  common  topics  of  the  schools.  He  is  care- 
ful to  point  out  the  nature  of  those  accidents  and 
diseases  connected  with  the  subject,  impressing 
information  on  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  and  lead- 
ing them  to  form  a  full,  particular  estimate  of 
the  means  of  repairing  injuries. — In  his  surgical 
lectures,  he  is  particularly  zealous  in  shewing 
the  education  of  a  surgeon  is  never   complete; 

of  study 
If  one  mode  of  treatment  does  not  answer,  or  be 
gins  to  fail,  another  is  to  be  employed  ;  a  dis- 
eased action  is  to  be  followed  up  unremittingly, 
till  it  begins  to  wear  itself  out,  when  we  may  be 
successful  in  finally  removing  it.  In  considering- 
remedial  measures,  we  must  be  careful  to  notice 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  fail  and  suc- 
ceed. The  pupils  of  Mr.  A.  are  generally  judi- 
cious practitioners. 

A  few  years  since, when  an  infirmary  for  diseases 
of  the  eye  was  to  be  established  by  a  few  medical 
men,  who  called  on  Mr.  A.  to  request  he  would 
allow  his  name  to  be  inserted  among  those  of 
the  presidents,  he  replied — "  I  see  no  good  that 
can  arise  from  this  to  the  public  ;  it  may  be  of 
use  to  the  surgeons ;  I  consider  it  quackery,  and 
will  never  lend  my  name  to  sanction  it.  Every 
surgeon  should  be  acquainted  with  the  diseases 
of  the  organs  of  sight  and  hearing ;  to  detach 
them  from  regular  surgery,  would  be  injurious." 
Patients,  unable  to  remunerate  him  for  ad- 
vice, find  him  ready  to  afford  them  every  as- 
sistance in  his  power.  There  is  a  peculiarity 
sometimes  in  his  manner,  to  which  patients  can 
with  difficulty  be  reconciled  ;  they  have  consi- 
dered as  rudeness  and  want  of  attention,  what  is 
merely  a  singularity. 


the  articulating  surfaces  of  the  two  bones  in  their 
position,  when  the  external  bands  are  detached, 
from  their  insertions.  The  immediate  capsule 
of  the  knee  is  nearly  transparent,  remarkably 
thin,  and  surrounds  the  knee,  covering  all  the 
large  bumps  and  uneven  surfaces. 

The  knee  pan  is  kept  out  of  the  joint,  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  capsular  expansion  is  in- 
serted into  its  edges.  The  inner  surface  of  the 
patella  is  covered  by  this  expansion.  The  mus- 
cles by  the  side  of  the  knee,  the  ham  strings,  the 
general  fascia  of  the  thigh,  greatly  strengthen 
the  immediate  ligaments.  Posteriorly,  a  ligament 
surgeon  is  never  complete ;  arises  from  the  outward  condyle,  crosses  the 
that  his  whole  life   must  be  a   course  of  study,  jjoint,  and  is  fixed  to  several  near  parts  of  the 

bone  ;  it  cannot  always  be  found. 

The  ligamentum  laterale  externum  longusT 
and  ligamentum  laterale  externum  brevis,  the 
first  arising  from  the  outward  condyle  of  the  os 
femoris,  the  second  from  a  lower  point  of  the 
same,  with  various  minor  ligaments,  nearly  per- 
fect the  first  coats  of  the  joint.  The  bursas  mu- 
cosas of  the  knee  are  very  large,  subject  to  dis- 
order more  frequently  than  bursas  of  the  other 
joints. 

The  bag  enclosing  the  joint  assists  to  secrete 
the  synovia,  the  proper  liquor  of  the  joint,  and 
in  the  ruptures  of  the  capsula,  a  large  quanti- 
ty of  this  fluid  is  discharged.  The  glairy,  oily 
synovia,  to  the  polished  cartilage,  prevents  fric- 
tion, and  keeps  the  parts  soft.  In  deficiency  of 
synovia,  inflammation  of  the  inner  membranes, 
and  grating,  on  bending  and  extending  the  leg, 
are  the  commencement  of  serious  consequences 
indeed. 

The  great  bursa;  communicate  with  the  jeint. 
Follicles  of  fat  contribute  to  ease  motion  of"  the 
joint.  The  knee  being  dependent,  and  more  fre- 
quently brought  into  action  under  pressure  of  the 
body,  requires  more  secretion.  The  patella 
covers  the  opening  between  the  two  ends  of  the 
bones  when  bent.  The  common  integuments 
are  but  poor  defence  against  blows.  When  the 
leg  is  extended,  the  knee  pan  is  loose,  easily 
slipped  to  either  side  of  the  cavity  below.  It  is 
a  point  of  insertion  for  great  tendons,  that  solely 
straightens  the  leg,  and  is  a  ligament  capable 
of  resisting  the  combined  strength  of  the  muscles 
of  the  thigh,  and  having  a  greater  share  of  la- 
bour than  the  tendo  achillis.  The  ligament 
above  and  below  the  knee  pan,  is  sometimes 
torn. 

In  transverse  fracture   of  the  patella,  the  pa- 
tient can  extend  the  leg;  a  groove  is  seen  in  the 


FEMUR. 

The  larger  joints  of  the  extremities  are  upon 
the  principles  of  the  ball  and  socket.  The  in- 
ferior extremity  of  the  femur  is  spread  into  two 
large  cndyles,  with  a  surface,  for  articulations 
on  each,  3-4  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  sur- 
faces are  separated  posteriourly,  by  a  groove  of 
nearly  the  same  width,  united  anteriorly.  A 
smooth  surface  for  the  patella  in  front,  1  1-4  in. 
in  diameter,  gives  the  end  of  the  bone  the  shape 
of  the  letter  u.  The  condoyles  are  segments  of 
two  circles  of  different  diameters,  and  are  oblique 
from  their  outer  edges,  towards  the  centre.  The 
top  of  the  tibia  has  a  ridge  in  its  centre,  and 
by  either  side  of  it,  a  superficial  depression,  con- 
taining firm  and  polished  cartilages  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  condyles  of  the  os  femoris. 

The  ridge,  jutting  into  the  groove  of  the  bone 
above,  is  the  only  process  on  either  bone  for  se- 
curity ;  and  were  it  not  for  its  crucial  ligaments, 
the  bones  would  have  no  axis  in  their  motions. 
The  ligaments  of  this  joint  are  among  the  strong- 
est; their  points  of  attachment  vary  from  those 
of  other  joints.  The  crucial  cords  or  ligaments 
within  the  joints,  are  a  contrivance  like  that  of 
the  femur  with  its  ligamentum  teres  in  the  aceta- 
bulum :  but  the  capsular  ligament  embraces  the 
neck  of  the  bones,  so  as  to  take  of  the  force  which 
otherwise  would  be  exerted  on  its  central  liga- 
ment:  but  in  the  knee,  the  crucial  strings  keep 


fracture.  In  oblique  or  longitudinal  fractures, 
fissure  is  felt  by  the  finger,  if  inflammation  is  not 
gieat.  There  are  imperfect  machines  to  keep 
the  fractured  pieces  in  union,  and  act  against  the 
extensor  muscles  of  the  leg,  that  are  sent  from 
the  thigh.  Dislocation  of  the  patella  may  arise 
from  slight  cause,  is  generally  lateral,  its  reduc- 
tion easy  ;  no  serious  consequences  accrue,  if  the 
patella  is  speedily  replaced.  Dislocated  over 
the  end  of  the  thigh  bone  or  tibia,  its  course  is 
under  the  ligament,  and  dangerous. 

Most  diseases  of  the  knee  arise  from  contu- 
sion. Heavy  bodies  brought  suddenly  on  the 
thighs,  may  give  the  knee  a  blow,  productive  of 
months  of  lameness.  Severe  instances  are  re- 
lated of  dislocation,  and  transverse  fracture  of 
the  patella,  in  dancing.  Strain  of  the  ligaments 
may  excite  swelling,  inflammation,  and  intolera- 
ble misery  to   the   patient.     In  diseases  of  the 
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knee,  interna!  or  external,  it  is  necessary  fre- 
quently to  move  it :  anchylosis  is  prevented  only 
by  flexion  and  extension.  The  disease  will  not 
admit,  in  every  case,  complete  flexion,  without 
increase  of  inflammation. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  LIVER 
Are  functional,  as  bilious  cholic,  hepatic  flux, 
jaundice,  biliary   concretions  ;    or   structural,  as 
hepatitis,  acute  and  chronic,  from  which  are  de- 
rived most  injuries  of  that  organ.  , 

Bilious  cholic  is  common  during  and  after 
warm  and  dry  summers.  Its  symptoms  are  head- 
ach,  bitter  taste,  nausea  and  bilious  vomiting, 
diarrhoea,  fetid  stools,  quick,  and  sometimes  ob- 
scure pulse,  difficulty  in  voiding  urine.  It  at- 
tacks }roung  and  bilious  people,  who  use  fat 
food,  lettuce,  and  unripe  fruit.  It  is  treated  with 
an  emetic,  diluents,  acidulous  drinks,  laxatives, 
gentle  opiate  when  pain  is  severe.  The  inner 
membrane  of  the  intestines  is  most  always  found 
inflamed  after  death. — There  is  a  variety  of 
bilious  colic,  called  hepatic.  The  disease  ap- 
pears to  be  in  the  hepatic  cysts,  or  cboledochns 
duct.  The  pain  is  nearer  the  liver,  not  so  dif- 
fused over  the  abdomen.  During  the  passage 
of  calculus  through  the  ducts,  from  which  this 
disease  generally  arises,  there  is  fever.  If  the  dis- 
ease arises  merely  from  thickness  of  bile,  the 
pain  is  less  severe,  and  the  disease  more  easily 
relieved. 

Hepatic  flux  seems  owing  to  superabundant 
bile,  lientery  to  acrid  drastic  bile  ;  jaundice 
to  causes  which  prevent  free  flow  of  bile  in- 
to the  duodenum,  enlargement  or  unnatural 
situation  of  organs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  liver, 
contraction  of  the  biliary  ducts,  their  closure  by 
ossifications,  fungus,  &c.  on  their  internal  sur- 
face, thickening  of  bile,  or  its  concretion  in  the 
hepatic  or  choledochus  duct  ;  this  cause  of 
jaundice  is  the  most  frequent. 

Jaundice  may  exist  without  material  injury  to 
the  liver,  from  spasm  of  the  excretory  vessels, 
or  from  injury  of  structure  in  the  glandular  parts 
of  the  liver,  too  small  to    be  discerned  till    after 
death.     I  have   seen  jaundice   occur,  during   or 
just  after  death,  in  persons  who    have    died    of 
peiipneumony.    In  such  cases  I  have  been  unable 
to  discover  any  injury  in  the  liver  or  its  appen- 
dages.— The  colour  is  very  variable,  from  light 
yellow,  to  almost  black.     The  yellow  spots  and 
streaks  of  the  face  in  fever    are    attributed    to 
slight  affections  of  the  liver.     It  may  be  difficult 
to  determine  whether  melancholy  is  thecause  or 
effect  of  jaundice.     It  accompanies  most  all  dis- 
eases of  the  liver. — The  colour  often  indicates 
the  nature  of  the  disease.     Absence  of  colour  in- 
dicates bad  state    of  blood,    cachexy;     a    dark 
yellow  indicafes    disease  with  formation  of  some 
strange     tissue,    as    phthisis,    cancer  ;    strongly 
marked  yellow  indicates  jaundice,  redness  indi- 
cates   inflammation;    violet,  organic  diseases  of 
the  heart;  and  black, gangrene  sphacelus,  &c. 

Acute  inflammation  of  the  liver  attacks  most 
frequently  people  in  whom  the  cellular  mem- 
brane is  most  developed.  There  are  twenty 
cases  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  to  one  in  the 
liver.  Chronic  inflammation  does  not  demand 
the  presence  of  much  cellular  membrane  :  the 
liver  is  most  frequently  attacked  with  it.  Dis- 
ease seldom  spreads  to  every  part  of  the  liver. 
It  may  exist  in  one  part,  and  the  functions  be  un- 
impaired in  another,  and  health  but  little  impair- 


ed. Disease  of  the  liver  may  exist,  without  the 
sufferer  being  suspicious  of  it. — Acute  hepatitis 
occurs  from  exposure  to  great  heat,  from  resi- 
dence in  hot  climates  ,  abuse  of  spirituous  liquors, 
imprudent  suppression  of  biliious  evacuations, 
wounds  of  the  right  hypochonde,  and  of  the  skull. 
— Symptoms,  are  obtuse,  pulsative  pain,  more 
or  less  deep,  dry  skin,  fever,  sometimes  vomit- 
ing of  bilious  matter,  constipation  of  dark  alvine 
discharge,  pain  in  the  shoulder  or  neck.  It 
most  frequently  terminates  by  resolution,  some- 
times by  suppuration,  rarely  by  gangrene  :  the 
second  is  often  mortal,  the  last  always.  If  the 
whole  liver  is  attacked,  the  pus  is  spread  equal- 
ly through  it.  Most  frequently,  inflammation  is 
confined  to  one  or  more  places,  from  which  re- 
sult abscesses,  which  destroy  the  patient  before 
an  outlet  can  be  given.  It  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine from  which  part  the  pus  can  be  voided 
with  most  ease  ;  the  right  convex  side  seems,  cat. 
par.  to  present  the  fewest  difficulties. 
{To  be  Continued.) 


SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE,  PARIS. 

LIST  OF  OBJECTS  IN  THE  MUSEUM. 

2nd  Room.*  Instruments  invented  or  modified 
in  the  present  day,  and  a  great  number  proposed 
formerly  ;  a  machine  for  giving  action  to  palsied 
fingers,  described  in  Bulletins  de  PE'cole,  III,  460. 

3a!  Room.  Models  in  wax, — by  M.  Laumoni- 
er,  chief  surgeon  of  the  hospital,  Rouen,  for  an- 
atomical description  of  delicate  organs,  and  pa- 
thological exhibitions,  all  which  are  represented 
with  a  truth  which  it  seems  cannot  be  surpassed 
by  art,  and  more  correctly  than  most  of  those 
in  Florence  or  Pavia.f  Some  diseases,  remedia- 
ble by  surgery,  are  represented  before  and  after 
the  operation  ;  fatal  organic  diseases  are  careful- 
ly moulded  on  the  subject,  under  the  eyes  of 
those  who  watched  their  progress. 

Specially  worthy  of  notice — organs  of  hear- 
ing, section  of  the  head,  trunk  and  pelvis  for 
demonstration  of  the  great  sympathetic  nerve  in 
its  ordinary  state  on  the  right  side  :  the  left  side 
presents  all  its  known  varieties  and  communica- 
tions with  other  nerves.  A  section  representing 
the  left  half  of  the  head,  thorax,  all  the  anteriour 
half  of  the  upper  extremity  with  the  arteries 
and  veins  injected,  the  trunks,  and  distribution  of 
the  principal  nerves  of  their  parts  ;  the  complete 
lymphatic  system  of  the  lateral  parts  of  the  head, 
face,  neck,  to  its  insertion  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  thoracic  canal;  the  deep  and  superficial  lym- 
phatics of  the  upper  extremities  ;  the  brachial,  ax- 
iliary  and  subclavian  glands  ;  the  lymphatics  and 
o-Iands  of  the  side  of  the  thorax.     A  ri°-ht  lower 


vex  face  of  the  liver,  and  of  the  gall-bladder, 
the  deep  vessels  of  the  inside  of  the  hand, 
of  the  fore  arm,  arm  and  axillary  cavity.  The 
second  presents  the  viscera  of  the  head,  chest 
and  abdomen  in  their  place  j  the  dura  mater 
is  cut  along  the  longitudinal  sinus,  and  thrown 
back,  exposing  the  left  hemisphere  and  a  part  of 
the  cerebellum  ;  the  3  orders  of  lymphatics 
scrupulously  represented  on  this  organ ;  the 
lymphatics  of  the  front  of  the  heart  appear  ;  the 
left  lungs  adhere  to  the  pleura  of  the  ribs ;  the 
lymphatics  on  the  convexity  of  the  liver  are  ap- 
parent :  the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal  repre- 
sent the  period  when  digestion  is  finished. 

These  two  suberb  models  were  copied  and 
moulded  on  subjects  after  many  dalicate  and  dif- 
ficult dissections. 

Monsters. — e.  g.  several  pieces  to  show  her- 
maphroditic formation.     One  presents  united  the 


ovaries,    a   uterus,   a 


an  external   vul- 


va, a  large  clitoris,  without  canal  or  perforation  ; 
testicles  and  spermatic  vessels  which  end  in  the- 
uterus,  at  the  place  where  the  subpubian  chords 
are  inserted  ;  these  are  wanting  :  the  original,  in- 
jected and  dried,  is  also  here.  A  fetus,  found 
in  a  lad,  described  in  Bulletins  de  VE'cole  I.  p.  4  ; 
a  fetus  having  a  double  vagina,  a  womb  and 
ovary,  containing  hair  and  teeth,  a  womb  of  two 
lobes,  such  as  was  met  with  by  M.  Dupuytren 
in  a  woman  aat.  36.  These  may  explain  succes- 
sive conceptions  at  periods  remote  from  each 
other. — There  is  a  model  in  plaster  of  a  woman 
of  extraordinary  obesity,  described  by  M.  Du- 
puytren in  Journ.  de  med.  continue.  A  woman 
died  in  Paris,  1813,  weighing  436  lbs. 

Diseases. — A  bust,  representing  a  very  rare 
disease  of  the  skin,  moulded  on  the  patient,  de- 
scribed in  Mem.  de  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  med.  1781,  p. 
135;  harelips  before  and  after  the  operation ; 
venereal  caries  which  had  destroyed  the  right 
side  of  the  face  and  head  ;  the  trunk  of  a  girl 
who  had  a  fistula  through  which  the  inside  of 
the  stomach  could  be  seen,  described  in  Journ. 
de  M.  M.  Corvisart,  Leroux  and  Boyer  III,  p.  409  ; 
— A  great  number  of  models  of  erosions,  perfo- 
rations, cancers,  ulcerations,  malformations  of  the 
stomach,  executed  by  M.  Pinson,  under  the  eye 
of  Professor  Chaussier;  many  of  them  are  de- 
scribed in  The'se  sur  V erosion,  1806,  by  M.  Morin. 


limb  and  half  of  the  pelvis,  taken  at  the  height 
of  the  4th  vertebra,  showing  the  whole  sanguin- 
eous system  from  the  bifurcation  of  the  abdomi- 
nal arch  to  the  toes  ;  the  superficial  lymphatic 
sj^stem  from  the  second  phalanges  to  the  crural, 
inguinal,  abdominal  plexus. — The  complete  sys- 
tem of  the  absorbents  represented  in  two  mod- 
els;— the  first  represents  a  man,  27  or  28  years 
old,  5  feet  4  inches  high,  the  front  of  the  abdo- 
men and  thorax  and  most  of  their  viscera  are  re- 
moved, the  liver  is  turned  up,  the  spleen,  kid- 
nies,  and^a  portion  of  the  rectum  in  their  place, 
the  bladder  raised,  the  seminal  vessels  and  vasa 
deferentia  appear ;  the  vessels  of  the  penis,  of 
the  testicles,  of  the  bladder,  of  the  seminal 
vessels,  of  the  kidneys   and?spleen,  of  the  con- 


*  1st  Room,  described  hereafter.         t  See  page  2. 


A  remarkable  bladder,  described  in  Bulletins 
de  VE'cole,  No.  IV,  p.  41  ;  hernia  of  the  stom- 
ach, of  (he  small  intestines  of  the  right  side,  with 
inguinal  hernia,  enterocele  of  the  left  side  ;  re- 
version of  the  womb  ;  the  womb  partly  engag- 
ed in  the  inguinal  ring  of  the  right  side, — a  con- 
ception in  the  Fallopian  tube  ;  an  enormous  pol- 
ypus, its  pedicle  is  near  the  clitoris  ;  a  large  tu- 
mour at  the  back  of  the  womb,  in  which  is  a 
fleshy  mass. 

Subclavian  and  popliteal  aneurism,  many  oste* 
osarcomas  of  the  humerus  and  femur;  a  prec- 
ious collection  of  diseases  of  the  heart,  present- 
ed mostly  by  M.  M.  Corvisart,  Desgenettes  and 
Leroux ;  a  heart  with  polypus  and  disease  of 
the  mitral  valves  of  the  left  ventricle  ;  a  heart, 
the  mitral  valves  united  ;  a  heart  containing  a 
sort  of  polypous  substance  arising  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  left  ventricle  ;  ulceration  with  com- 
plete perforation  and  a  sort  of  abscess  in  the  sides 
of  the  aorta,  with  much  blood  effused  in  the  per- 
icardium ;  contraction  of  the  orifice  of  the  left 
auricle  with  ossification  ;  a  heart  with  one  ven- 
tricle,—a  person  lived  with  such  a  heart  three 
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years ;  rupture  of  the  aorta  under  its  curve, 
occasioning  effusion  of  blood  between  the  pleura 
and  left  lungs  ;  carcinoma  of  the  heart,  which 
accompanied  a  cancerous  affection  of  the  breast ; 
aneurism  of  the  aorta,  communicating  with  the 
left  aurickj  described  in  Bulletins  de  VE'cole  II, 
p.  38. 

4th  Room.  Materia  Medica. — Arranged,  ac- 
cordingto  the  systemof  Linnaeus,  in  cases  inscrib- 
ed with  the  systematic  and  common  name ;  a 
press  for  animal  substances  and  chymical  pro 
ducts, — the  lower  parts  of  the  presses  contain 
specimens  of  rare  plants. 

5th  Room.  Instruments  of  Nat.  Philosophy. — 
The  museum,  and  library  of  more  than  20,000 
vols,  are  open  to  the  public,  Mondays,  Wednes- 
days and  Fridays,  from  10  o'clock  to  2. 

Extracts  from  Drs.  Miner's  and  Tully's  Essays  on 
Fevers. 

In  mild  typhoid  disease  convalescence  is  usually 
slow  and  tedious,when  managed  on  the  refrigerant 
and  depleting  plan.  After  proper  use  of  mercurials 
the  disease  is  generally  rendered  so  mild,  much 
less  diffusible  stimuli  are  commonly  necessary, 
to  support  the  patient,  than  after  the  ordinary 
management. 

Much  confusion  in  medicine  arises  from  au- 
thors giving  the  same  name  to  different  diseases, 
or  different  varieties  of  the  same  disease,  with- 
out specifying  its  peculiar  characteristics. 

Knowledge  of  the  phenomena  of  diseases,  and 
of  the  diversified  character  of  those  which  are 
nosologically  the  same,  is  the  only  means  of  pre- 
venting- indiscriminate  practice,  and  of  teaching 
the  hazard  of  relying  exclusively  on  reduction 
or  support,  without  proper  counteraction.  No- 
thing is  farther  from  truth,  than  the  doctrine  of 
the  unity  of  disease,  or  of  the  unity  of  the  action 
of  the  various  classes  of  medicine. 

In  acute  fevers,  the  diffusible  stimulants  are 
rarely  indicated,  to  any  extent,  till  after  a  proper 
preparatory  counteracting  force  ;  and  before 
pure  tonics  will  answer,  still  farther  preparation 
is  necessary.  In  chronic  diseases,  except  for  ob- 
viating some  particular  symptom,  most  of  the 
diffusible  stimulants  are  scarcely  admissible.  Mor- 
bid action  is  to  be  changed,  by  appropriate  de- 
obstruents  and  alteratives  ;  then  we  ernpioy  the 
vegetable  and  mineral  tonics,  or  carry  on  both 
the  processes,  at  the  same  time.  In  neither 
acute,  nor  chronic  complaints,  can  we  rely  alone 
on  depletion  or  support. 


tant-surgeon  was  sent  for,  who  bled  him ;  His  Ex- 
cellency apparently  found  so  much  relief  from 
the  operation,  that  he  arose  early  next  morning 
and  proposed  walking  through  Richmond-wood. 
He  had,  in  his  progress  through  the  wood,  start- 
ed off  at  hearing  a  dog  bark,  and  was  with  diffi- 
culty overtaken ;  on  the  party's  arrival  at  the 
skirts  of  the  wood,  at  sight  of  some  stagnant  wa- 
ter, his  Grace  hastily  leaped  over  a  fence,  and 
rushed  into  an  adjoining  barn.  The  paroxysm 
of  his  disorder  was  now  at  its  height.  It  was 
almost  a  miracle  he  did  not  die  in  the  barn. — He 
was  with  difficulty  removed  to  a  miserable  hovel 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  28th,  expired. 

In  this  log-hut,  reason  occasioually  resumed 
her  empire,  and  his  Grace  availed  himself  of 
these  lucid  intervals  to  address  a  letter  to  Lady 
Mary  Lenox,  in  which  he  reminded  her  that  a 
favourite  dog  belonging  to  the  household,  being 
in  a  room  at  the  castle  of  St.  Louis,  (five  months 
before)  when  the  Duke,  shaving,  cut  his  chin, 
the  dog  was  lifted  up  in  order  to  lick  the  wound, 
when  the  animal  bit  his  Grace's  chin.  Recollec- 
tions of  this  circumstance,  gave  his  Grace  but, 
too  sure  presentiment  (the  dog  having  subse- 
quently run  mad*)  of  his  approaching  fate  ;  his 
Grace  in  his  letter  expressed  his  conviction  that 
his  disorder  was  hydrophobia.  He  recommend- 
ed the  line  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  his 
children  in  the  situation  in  which  they  would  be 
placed  at  his  death  ;  and,  it  is  said,  requested  to 
be  buried  in  Quebec,  on  the  ramparts,  like  a 
soldier,  there  to  remain. 

His  Grace's  sufferings  were  extreme.  He  di- 
rected Col.  Cockburn  not  to  attend  to  his  orders 
any  longer, — "For  you  see,"  said  this  great  man, 
"the  state  I  am  reduced  to."  During  a  parox- 
ysm of  pain,  he  exclaimed — "For  shame,  Rich- 
mond— shame,  Charles  Lenox,  bear  your  suf- 
ferings like  a  man." — Official  Despatch,  from  C. 
Cambridge,  Esq.  to  Earl  Bathurst. 


The  Duke  of  Richmond,  Aug.  23,  1819,  dined 
with  a  detachment  of  officers  at  Perth,  in  Cana- 
da. On  the  25th,  the  first  symptoms  of  that  cru- 
el disorder  presented  themselves,  which  3  days 
after  terminated  in  death.  Early  on  that  morn- 
ing, his  valet  found  his  Grace  alarmed  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  some  trees  near  a  window  where  he 
slept,  which  he  insisted  were  people  looking  in; 
shortly  afterwards,  a  basin  of  water  was  pre 
sented  to  him ;  he  exhibited  evident  abhorrence 
at  sight  of  it,  and  on  several  other  occasions  that 
day,  and  the  26th,  the  same  symptoms  were  ob- 
vious whenever,  any  liquid  was  presented,  which 
his  Grace  partook  of  with  extreme  reluctance 
At  dinner,  he  requested  Col.  Cockburn  to  take 
wine  with  him  ;  his  Grace  had  no  sooner  lifted 
the  liquid  to  bis  lips,  than  he  replaced  the  glass 
on  the  table,  observing — "  Now  is  not  this  ex- 
cessively ridiculous? — well,  I '11  take  it  when  I 
don't  think  of  it."     The  same  evening,  an  assis'- 


*  Dread  of  rabid  madness  has  been  so  great  in  per- 
sons bit  by  a  dog-,  supposed  to  be  mad,  as  to  induce  de- 
lirium, and  symptoms  of  hydrophobia,  which  seemed 
likely  to  terminate  fatally  ;  when  the  sufferers  have 
been  suddenly  restored  to  health,  on  ascertaining1  that 
the  dog  was  not  mad.  L.  R.  Villtrmi. 

Paris,  Sept.  1821. 

In  Boston,  dogs  without  a  collar  marked  with 
the  owner's  name,  are  liable  to  be  killed.  The 
owner  of  a  dog  is  taxed  5  dollars  yearly  :  98  per- 
sons pay  the  tax  this  year. 


my  and  pathological  anatomy,  and  deliver  an 
anatomical  lecture  upon  any  subject  which  the 
professor  thinks  proper  to  select.  If  he  be  satis- 
fied with  the  anatomical  knowledge  of  the  candi- 
date, the  professor  of  clinical  medicine  selects 
two  cases  for  him  to  treat,  during  four  weeks; 
if  they  should  be  cured,  or  die  before,  they  are 
replaced  by  others.  Every  day,  the  candidate 
visits  his  patients,  notes  their  symptoms,  the  re- 
medies, and  makes  his  remarks  upon  each  of 
them.  The  four  weeks  having  expired,  the  pro- 
fessor grants  a  certificate  of  the  graduate's  at- 
tendance and  conduct,  and  sends  this  journal  of 
cases  of  the  curcus  clinicus,  to  the  professor  of 
therapeutics,  who  reports  according  to  its  merits. 
The  candidate  is  subjected  to  a  final  examina- 
tion upon  practical  medicine,  before  five  profes- 
sors. If  he  pass  this  satisfactorily,  he  receives  a 
license  to  practise. 

M.  Roux,  performed,  1817,  at  the  Hospital  of 
Charity,  Paris,  85  extractions  of  cataract  on  53 
patients;  48  extractions  were  successful;  38  pa- 
tients were  cured.  He  has  performed  more  than 
600  operations  for  cataract,  generally  by  extrac- 
tion. 

Cranium. — The  spherical  form  is  great  secu- 
rity from  fracture :  parts,  peculiarly  exposed 
to  injury,  have  additional  provisions  from  effects 
of  violence.  The  ossa  parietalia  and  os  frontis 
at  their  union,  the  coronal  and  sagatal  sutures, 
are  thick,  and  very  regularly  arched.  The  top 
of  the  head,  liable  to  suffer  from  falling  bodies, 
or  from  a  weapon,  is  very  thick,  and  the  lower 
part  of  the  forehead,  &.  the  orbits  of  the  eye,  are 
protected  by  the  superciliary  ridges.  The  back 
part  of  the    head,  which  is  most  exposed,  has 


large,  rough,  external  prominences. 


I. 


The  Medical  Lectures  in  Brown  University  will  com- 
mence on  the  first  Thursday  in  February,  and  continue 
three  months. — Dr.  Levi  Wheaton  on  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice,— Professor  D'Wolf  on  Chymistry  and  Anatomy, — 
Dr.  Usher  Parsons  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  BERLIN. 
The  student  in  medicine  must  study  four  years, 
attend,  at  least,  one  course  on  each  branch  of 
medicine  taught  in  the  university.  The  deacon 
examines  him,  on  every  branch  of  medicine,  in 
latin.  Some  questions  must  be  answered  ver- 
bally, others  in  writing.  If,  from  this  examina- 
tion, the  deacon  judge  him  capable,  be  appoints 
a  day  for  his  appearance  before  the  faculty;  if 
not,  the  deacon  decides  the  time  he  shall  con- 
tinue his  studies,  before  appearing.  Having  been 
permitted  to  contiuue  his  trials,  he  is  examined 
by  four  or  more  of  the  professors,  on  any  branch 
of  medicine  ;  after  which  he  is  authorized  to  print 
his  thesis,  which  may  be  defended  publicly  ;  if 
successful  in  this,  he  obtains  his  diploma.  Be- 
fore he  can  become  a  practitioner,  he  is  required 
(o  dissect  and  demonstrate  publicly,  a  part  of 
the  body,  at  the.  option  of  the  professor  of  anato- 


Weekly  report  of  deaths  in 

Boston,  ending  Au- 

GUST  9,  FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Aug. 

Age 

Disease 

2    Mary  Hardy, 

city  poor 

3    Amy  Adams 

do. 

"     Crufts, 

Still  born 

"     Smith, 

do. 

4    Hannah  Stewart, 

4  mo. 

Mortification  of  bow. 

5    Susannah  Taylor, 

64 

Inflammation  cf  bow. 

"    James  C.  Phillips, 

4  mo. 

city  poor 

"    John  

Drowned 

"    Tracy, 

Still  born 

6    Sarah  Bayley, 

9  mo. 

Dentition 

"     Barry, 

Still  born 

"    Mary  Adams, 

72 

Consumption 

7    William  Porter, 

6  mo. 

Hooping  Cough     • 

"    Jesse  Allen, 

43 

Consumption 

8    Mary  H.  Stoddard, 

9  mo. 

Cholera  Infantum 

9    Clarissa  Blake, 

23 

Child  bed 

nm— —a— —  j. .njin.ua 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  commence  the  second  Wed- 
nesday in  September,  and  continue  fifteen  weeks. 
J.  P.  Batcitelder,  Dean. 
Piltsfield,  July  29,  1823. 
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FOR    THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    INTELLIGENCER. 


A  METEOROLOGICAL  SYNOPSIS, 

in  connection  with  Diseases,  as  they  prevailed  in  Salisbury,  N.  H* 
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The  four  greatest   diurnal  variations 
which  have  occurred  in  each  year. 


78,07     62,00     16,07     70,03         91     13  1104     Feb.  36     Feb.  38     May  35     Oct.  35     In  the  cold  season,  Rheumatism.Catarrh,  Synocha,  Cephalitis,  Erysipelas. 

Warm  season,  Cholera  Morbus,  Bilious  Synocha,  Typhus,  and  Dysentery. 
79,02     59,38     19,62     69,29         90       7       97     Feb.  39     Mar.  53     Apr.  55     Aug.  37     Cold  S.— Violent  Inflammation  of  the  head,  Malignant  Pleurisy. 

Warm  S. — Cephalalgia,  Cholera,  Influenza,  Pleuritis,  Synocha. 
77,53     63,71     13,82     70,62         92     13     105     Jan.  37     Feb.  32     Aug.  32     Oct.  48  ]  Cold  S.— Synocha,  Rheumatism,  Pleurisy,  Colic,  Cephalalgia. 

Warm  S. — Bilious  Synocha,  and  Bilious  Typhus. 
72,69     59,67     13,02     66,18         87     23     110     Jan.  33     Feb.  36     June  31     Sep.  36     Cold  S.— Synocha,  Odontalgia,  Rheumatism,  Pleurisy. 

Warm  S  — Diarrhoea,  Synochus,  Otitis,  Synocha. 
76,81     61,61      15,20     69,21         88     12     100     Jan.  53     Apr.  32     July  28     Oct.  33     Cold  S.— Sphacelus,  and  Spotted  Fever. 

Warm  S. — Cephalalgia,  Diarrhoea,  Bilious  Synocha. 
77,09     63,59     13,50     70,34         94     15     109     Mar.  35     May  32     June  33     July  32     Cold  S.— Opthalmia,  Erysipelas,  Catarrh,  Cephalalgia. 

Warm  S. — Bilious  Fever. 
75,76     60,50     15,26     68,13         93     16     109     Feb.  45     Feb.  43     Mar.  46     Mar.  46     Cold  S.— Pleurisy,  Pneumonia,  Spotted  Fever. 

Warm  S,— Typhus  Fever,  Synochus,  Swelling  of  the  tongue   and  throat. 
78,59     59,04     19,55     68,81         94     14     108     Jan.  45     Feb.  61     Mar.  61     Mar.  50     Cold  S.— Spotted  Fever,  Rheumatism. 

Warm  S. — Colic,  Typhus  Fever,  Rheumatism. 
77,80     60,16     17,64     69,02         93     21     114     Feb.  49     Mar. 48     Apr.  49     Sep.  41     Cold  S.— Spotted  Fever,  Rheumatism. 

Warm  S. — Typhus  Fever,  Opthalmia. 
75,88     59,14     16,74     67,51         91     21     112    Feb.  32     Mar.  41     Apr.  39     Dec.  36     Cold  S.— Pneumonia,  Typhoides,  Spotted  Fever. 

Warm  S. — Cephalalgia,  Influenza  unusually  fatal. 
77,53     52,76     24,67     65,09         95     18     113     Feb.  46     Mar.  53     July  48     Aug.  43     Cold  S.— Colic,  Spot.  Fev.  Peritonitus,  Inflam.  of  the  throat  and  tongue. 

Warm  S. — Typhus  mitior,  Puerperal  Fever,  Mania.  [tina. 

78,38     55,86     22,52     67,12         99     18     117     Feb.  49     Apr.  44     May  41     Nov.  44     Cold  S.— Spot.  Fev.  Inflamed  tongue  and  throat,  Puerperal  Fev.  Scarla- 

Warm  S. — Puerperal  Fever,  Colic. 
81,05     57,99     23,58     69,78         97     19     116     Jan.  44     Feb.  54     July  41     Aug.  35     Cold  S.— A  few  cases  of  Spotted  Fever,  Puerperal  Fever. 

Warm  S.— Malignant  Dysent.  Bil.  Fev.  Black  Vomit,  Typhus  Icterodes, 

1819  82,51     58,89     23,62     70,70         97     18     115     Jan.  51     Mar.  43     July  43     Aug.  36     Cold  S.— A  few  cases  of  Spotted  Fever,  Cynanche  Maligna. 

Warm  S. — Cholera  Morbus,  Malignant  Bilious  Fever,   Typhus  Icterodes. 

1820  84,78     59,08     25,70     71,93       100     18     118     Feb.  48     May  41     May  44     Sep.  40     Cold  S.— A  few  cases  of  Spotted  Fever,  Inflammation,  and  unusual  swel- 

ling of  the  tongue  and  throat,  Synocha  Maligna. 
Warm  S.— Malig.  bil.  fev.  Typ.  ict.  Periton.  Malig.  dysen.  Cyn.  maligna. 

1821  81,73     56,86     24,86     69,30         97     20     117     Jan.  50     May  43     May  41     June  40     Cold  S.—  A  few  cases  of  Spot.  Fev.  Typhus,  Pneumonia,  Cynan.  maligna. 

Warm  S. — No  prevailing  disease  after  about  the  middle  of  June. 

1822  81,16     57,08     24,08     69,12         98     20     118     Jan.  44     June  41     Aug.  39     Sep.  44     Cold  S.— Catarrh,  Rheumatism. 

Warm  S. — Bilious  Fever,  Haemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  Dysentery. 

The  above  table  especially  regards  the  warm  season,  from  the  fifth  day  of  June,  to  the  tenth  of  September,  except  the  year  1818,  which  includes  the  ten  last  days 
of  May,  aud  the  seven  first  of  Sept.  The  year  1820  is  from  the  1st  of  June,  to  the  11th  of  Sept.  1821  includes  only  the  nine  first  days  of  Sept.  1822  includes  the  5 
last  days  of  May,  and  the  15  first  days  of  Sept.  for  thus  was  the  hot  season  varied  in  those  years. 


The  clearing  a  country  of  its  woods,  and  its  cul- 
tivation probably  increase  the  extremes  of  heat 
and  cold,  by  the  cold  air  in  the  north  passing  more 
readily,  and  in  much  less  time  than  formerly,  to- 
wards the  south,  and  the  warm  and  usually  moist 
air  of  the  south,  having  more  easy  access  to  the 
north ;  and,  passing  over  a  cultivated  country,  it 
requires  heat  from  the  arid  earth ;  hence  we  expe- 
rience warmer  weather  at  times,  in  the  northern 
extretnitj'  of  the  Union,  than  in  the  southern  ex- 
tremity. It  is  not  when  the  wind  is  south,  that 
the  north  eastern  section  of  the  Union  experi- 
ences greatest  heat  ;  because  this  wind  blows  al- 
most directly  from  the.  sea:  but  when  the  wind 
is  south-west,  west,  or  even  north  of  west. — 
These  winds,  being  principally  derived  from  the 
trade-winds,  and  falling  on  the  continent  far  to 
the  south,  from  its  figure  &c.  form  reflected  cur- 
rents, occasionally  mixed  with  different  portions 
of  air  from    the  north,  and  forming  our  north- 


west, west,  and  south-west  winds.  From  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  heat  and  moistuie,  which  the 
north  and  south  winds  possess,  a  heaviness  is  al- 
most always  produced  at  their  point  of  contact, 
which  frequently  terminates  in  storms,  show- 
ers, Sac. 

In  ali  the  years  in  which  bilious  fever,  or  the 
summsr  epidemic  has  prevailed,  the  mean  tem- 
perature hns  approached  70  degrees,  Far.  which 
we  consider  the  epidemic  point,  for  the  New- 
England  States. 

I  have  constantly  observed,  that  after  long  con- 
tinued and  gTeat  heat,  people  gradually  sink  un- 
der it,  and  acquire  a  sickly  countenance.  When 
predisposition  exists  to  a  high  degree,  a  very 
slight  cause  is  sufficient  to  excite  febrile  action ; 
which  may  be  permanent  or  not,  according  to 
circumstances.  In  bad  cases  of  fever,  often  the 
patient  has  several  limes  suffered  from  fever 
fits   some  days  prior  to   the   final  attack-     An 


emetic,  or  a  cathartic,  may  prove  the  exciting 
cause  of  fever;  if  they  are  deferred,  the  predis- 
position is  liable  to  go  on  increasing.  In  extreme 
cases,  we  should  administer  emetics  or  cathartics 
with  great  caution,  and  there  are  cases  where 
the  patient  may  be  said  to  be  below  the  emetic 
point. 

Damp,  rainy  seasons,  relax  the  S3rstem,  and 
make  the  heat  more  operative.  Air,  stagnant 
and  close,  loaded  with  dust,  and  earthy  exhala- 
tions, co-operates  powerfully  in  producing  pre- 
disposition to  disease.  In  several  parts  of  the 
Union  marsh -effluvia  is  thought  very  often  to  in- 
crease fever  and  mortality.  I  never  saw  a  case 
of  intermittent  fever,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  generated  in  this  part  of  the  country.— - 
Yellow  fever  is  a  variety  of  the  summer  or  au- 
tumnal fever.  Influenza  sometimes  occurs  ia 
the  hot  season,  after  great,  sudden,  and  in  some 
instances  frequent,  changes  of  temperature,  com-" 
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monly  after  very  wet  weather. — See   Wilson's 
Inquiry,  page  39. 

Exciting  cause. — In  a  high  state  of  predispo- 
sition, fever  may  follow  fatigue,  intemperance, 
fear,  anger,  &c,  exposure  to  violent  heat  by  day, 
or  damp  and  cold  at  night.  Variations  of  tem- 
perature appear  to  be  the  most  frequent  excit- 
ing cause  of  fever,  and  may  operate  conjointly, 
as  predisposing  and  exciting.  The  year  1820 
was  more  than  two  degrees  warmer  than  1821, 
and  the  mean  greatest  heat  of  the  days  was 
more  than  three  degrees  greater.  The  varia- 
tions of  temperature  in  the  hot  season  were 
likewise  greater.  It  was  sickly  till  the  middle 
of  June,  in  1821.  Though  1821  was  very  warm, 
vet  in  Salisbury  we  find  it  to  be  relatively  tem- 
perate, compared  with  preceding  years,  and 
healthy.  But  1822  is  nearly  one  fifth  of  a  de- 
gree lower,  but  the  temperature  of  these  years 
is  very  high,  compared  with  common  years. 
The  favourable  state  of  the  weather  after  the 
middle  of  June,  in  1821,  (as  it  respects  changes 
of  temperature,)  and  the  relative  difference  be- 
tween the  heat  of  this  year  and  the  two  preced- 
ing years,  appears  to  be  the  cause  of  the  health- 
fulness  of  the  hot  season  in  this  place,  and  the 
great  and  frequent  variations  in  1822,  together 
with  the  great  degree  of  wet  in  July  ;  appears 
to  have  rendered  this  season  more  sickly  than 
in  the  preceding  year. 

CHANGES  OF  TEMPERATURE,  &c. 
in  1821,  and  1222 
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In  the  above  table  the  whole  of  September, 
and  the  five  first  days  of  October  are  included, 
because  the  summer  epidemic  usually  continues 
to  prevail  till  a  still  later  period,  though  the 
heat  usually  abates  before  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber. Circumstances  may  avert  or  so  mitigate 
the  debilitating  power  of  heat,  as  to  prevent  dis- 
ease fromprevailing  to  any  considerable   degree. 

In  comparing  my  meteorological  observation 
with  Dr.  Lovel's,  Surgeon  General  of  U.  S.  A. 
for  1820,  and  1821,  there  is  a  relative  corres- 
pondence as  respects  the  heat  of  those  j7ears, 
in  his  statement  of  the  mean  temperature  at 
Plattsburgh,  Fort  Niagara,  Prairie  du  Chien,  &,c. 

Job  Wilson,  M.  D. 


into  the  vagina,  and  with  two  fingers  in  the  ute- 
rus ;  very  firm  adhesion  was  found  at  the  back  of 
the  uterus  ;  separation  was  effected  after  several 
severe  efforts.  The  uterus  contracted,  and  he-* 
morrhage,very  considerable  during  the  operation, 
ceased.  The  2nd  day  after,  the  breasts  which 
had  been  quite  Jlacid  before,  were  distended  with 
milk,  which  appeared  healthy.  The  patient  is 
now  able  to  be  about  house,  and  is  as  well  as 
is  usual  at  this  period  after  delivery.  There 
was  no  fetor  in  the  discharge  of  the  uterus. 

L.  A.  Smith,  M.  D. 

WHliamsiowrtj  Aug.  7,  1823. 

See  too,  Cases  of  retention  of  placenta,  commu- 
nicated by  F.  E.  Berger,  M.  D.  in  Physico-Med. 
Trans.  I.  p.  1*27,  N.  York. 


Aug.  5,  1823. 


Aug.  8,  — — — ,  mother  of  6  children,  in  the  3d  mo. 
of  pregnancy,  under  which  she  suffered  much,  is  at- 
tacked with  dysentery  after  some  fatigue. —  15th,  the 
fetus  is  expelled. — 18th,  A.  M.  she  died,  the  afterbirth 
retained.  »~v», 

'Napoleon  ! -pillow'  of  hair,  has  a  hole  in  the  middle, 
is  just  like  the  cushions  of  close-stools. 


35 

32 


*  In  twelve 


hours. 


Mrs.  P.  set.  30,  mother  of  5  children,  and  of 
remarkably  fine  constitution,  considered  herself 
about  6  months  advanced  in  her  6th  pregnancy. 
— In  June,  while  standing  at  the  wash  tub, 
which  she  had  a  few  minutes  before  lifted  full, 
she  perceived  a  slight  uterine  hemorrhage,  and 
shortly,  discharge  of  water,  with  pain.  She  con- 
tinued her  work  through  this  da}',  and  13  more, 
having  much  of  the  time  much  pain  in  the  ute- 
rine region.  14th  night  after  sharp  pains,  the 
fetus  was  expelled,  and  she  made  an  effort  to 
extract  the  placenta  by  pulling  the  funis,  which 
she  broke.  The  pain  abated,  and  she  slept  till 
morning.  The  6  following  days  she  pursued 
her  usual  very  laborious  avocations  ;  she  was  the 
main  dependence  of  her  family.  She  then  com- 
municated her  situation  to  some  female  friends; 
I  was  called  ;  the  os  tineas  was  exceedingly  ri- 
gid, and  scarcely  admitted  a  finger;  the  placenta 
could  not  be  felt.  I  advised  her  to  keep  still, 
take  an  occasional  laxative,  and  wait  till  the  pla- 
centa should  be  removed  naturally,  or  some 
alarming  symptoms  warrant  an  attempt  at  ex- 
traction. She  followed  my  directions  a  few 
days,  and  then  applied  herself  as  usual  to  her 
business,  which  was  washing  for  different  fami- 
lies, at  least  three  days  in  a  week. 

The  27th  day  after  my  first  visit,  I  found  her 
with  no  perceptible  pulse,  unable  to  move  or 
speak,  and  seemed  like  one  completely  exan- 
guinous.  The  bed  and  floor  were  deluged  in 
blood.  She  had  been  washing  during  the  day, 
and  continued  washing  half  an  hour  after  the 
flooding  commenced.  Animation  was  restored 
with  much  difficulty.  A  small  portion  of  the 
placenta  protruded  from  the  os  uteri,  which  was 
extremely  rigid,  though  dilated  sufficiently  to  ad- 
mit two  fingers.  A  slight  exertion  was  made 
with  the  finger  curved,  to  extract  the  placenta 
by  the  protruding  portion,  but  it  separated,  and 
left  the  main  mass.    The  hand  was  introduced 
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LIST  OF  OBJECTS  IN  THE  MUSEUM. 

Continued  from  page  51. 

Sections  of  bones. — Natural  and  artificial  skele- 
tons of  different  ages  and  sexes  ;  some  prepara- 
tions to  show  how  certain  mechanical  agents  hin- 
der development  of  the  chest[see  Note  1]  ;  a  very 
great  number  of  pelvises  of  both  sexes,  many  pre- 
sent obstacles  to  childbirth ;  a  great  number  of 
heads,  showing  the  variety  of  forms  in  the  same 
nation  and  in  different  nations,  vertical  and  hori- 
zontal sections  show  the  modifications  of  the  cavi- 
ty ;  the  anterior  wall  is  removed  to  show  the  vari- 
ous extent  of  the  frontal  and  maxillary  sinuses 
according  to  age  ;  very  nice  specimens  show 
the  organ  of  hearing  in  all  its  details ;  others,  as 
fine,  and  very  numerous,  exhibit  dentition. 

Diseased  bones. — Histories  of  some  of  these 
are  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Surgery. 
Funguses  of  the  dura  mater,  over  which  ihe 
bones  are  thinned ;  almost  complete  caries  of 
the  head  [See  Note  2],  fracture  of  the  cribri- 
form plate  of  the  ethmoid,  from  a  wound 
through  the  nasal  fosse  ;  fracture  at  the  base  of 
the  skull,  occasioning  complete  rupture  of  the 
point  of  the  petrous  portion — a  description  of 
it  was  published  by  M,  Larrey. — An  osteosar- 
comatous  exostosis  occupies  the  right  side  of 
the  maxillary  sinus,  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
frontal  bone,  from  the  mastoid  apophysis  and 
temporal  fosse  towards  the  left  maxillary  bone, 
which  it  has  inclined  towards  the  zygomatic 
fosse  ;  no  trace  of  the  right  orbit  remains ; 
the  right  cavity  of  the  nostril  is  obliterated,  and 
a  part  of  the  left  orbit.  The  tumour  is  very 
extensive  above  and  laterally ;  prolonged  be- 
low ;  its  direction  is  oblique  ;  it  is  long  from  the 
mastoid  apophysis;  its  circumference  at  the 
highest  part  over  the  left  maxillary  bone  ex- 
ceeds 16  inches  ;  smooth  and  polished,  very 
■thin  above,  very  hard  and  studded  behind 
through  the  solid  substance  of  the  bone,  thin 
at  the  most  pendulous  part ;  the  inside  seems 
filled  with  phosphate  of  lime  and  bony  cysts ; 
the  sides  generally  are  but  a  few  lines  in  thick- 
ness. —  An  analogous  specimen  described  in 
Mem.  de  VAcad.  Roy.  vol.  V.  252. — A  skull,  for  a 
part  of  whose  parietal  bones  a  cartilagino-mem- 
branous  substance  has  been  substituted.  [Note 
3] — A  very  compact  exostosis  of  the   left  up- 
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per  maxillary  bone,  having  worn  away  the  whole 
correspondent  part  of  the  lower  jaw.  Two  exosto- 
ses, the  largest  is  on  the  anterior  and  middle  part 
of  the  frontal  bones,  the  other  is  on  the  suture 
which  unites  the  parietals  at  their  posterior  and 
superior  angles :  these  three  exostoses  have 
been  sawed  with  the  greatest  care  to  show 
their  texture. 

Diseased  joints. — Anchylosis  of  the  upper  and 
lower  extremities,  of  the  thigh  with  the  pelvis 
[N.  4] ;  diseases  of  the  head/jf  the  thigh,  alter- 
ations of  the  cotyloid  cavity,  secondary  joints, 
formed  after  fracture,  vertebral  fracture,  anchy- 
losis, caries,  &c. ;  anchylosis  of  the  first  vertebra 
with  occipital  bone  ;  skeleton  of  Francis  Simore, 
'which  presents  complete  articular  solidity, — de- 
scribed in  a  Memoir,  by  Prof.  Percy  ;  skeleton  of  a 
fisherman,  of  which  only  the  clavicles,  arms, 
some  right  fingers,  head  and  lower  jaw  are  not 
anchylosed. 

Bones  of  the  extremities. — Most  of  these  are 
fractures;  many  of  the  thigh  [N.  5],  some  of  the 
knee-pan,  some  more  or  less  united ;  specimens 
of  the  humerus  and  thigh  are  most  numerous  ;  in 
some  the  entire  cylinder  is  renewed;  necrosis  of 
the  collar-bone  ;  specimens  of  all  the  causes  found 
to  affect  the  limbs  ;  bones  which  have  suffered 
amputation  show  the  state  of  the  bone  after 
the  stump  is   healed. 

Rickety  skeletons  [N.  6];  heads  and  skeletons  of 
hydrocephalous  and  acephalous  subjects;  speci- 
mens of  softened  bones  ;  the  skeleton  described  in 
Mem.deVacad.des  scien.  1753,  p.  541  ;  specimens 
of  the  alterations  bones  undergo,  in  volume, 
weight  and  texture  ;  a  thigh  and  humerus  describ- 
ed in  Hist,  de  Id  Soc.  de  Med.  1786,  p.  98  ; 
enormous  osteosarcomas  ;  many  spinas  ventosas, 
one  which  forms  the  subject  of  a  memoir  by  M. 
Bertrand-Lagresie,  Montpellier.  Skeletons  in- 
jected ;  many  specimens  for  demonstration  of  the 
venous  system  ;  some  preparations  of  spanchnol- 
ogy  obtained  by  corrosion ;  many  preserved  in 
alcohol  show  the  grand  sympathetic,  the  origin 
of  the  cerebral  nerves,  &c. — Cases  of  pathology 
are  preserved  in  alcohol,  a  hernia  of  the  cerebel- 
lum, reversion  of  the  womb,  eleplantiasis,  a  nu- 
merous series  of  diseases  of  the  heart,  the  most 
interesting  modelled  in  wax;  popliteal  aneurism 
cured  by  the  application  of  ice  3  months,  describ- 
ed in  Bulletins  de  VE'cole,  1812,  p.  87. 

Monsters. — The  skeleton  of  a  child  with  two 
heads  and  two  spines ;  a  fetus  without  head  or 
upper  extremities;  head  of  an  acephalous  child, 
said  to  have  lived  3  weeks;  a  fetus  with  a  sort 
of  elephant's  trunk  ;  many  children  united  [N.  7]  ; 
some  cyclops. 

Comparative  Anatomy. — Objects  are  preserved 
which  throw  light  on  human  anatomy.  Show- 
cases in  the  middle  of  the  gallery,  contain  an 
infinity  of  specimens  of  angeiology,  injected 
with  care,  and  so  disposed  as  to  be  seen  on  every 
side. 

Stones  of  the  bladder,  and  foreign  bodies  found 
in  the  different  organs:  the  stones,  some  extra- 
ordinarily large,  are  arranged  after  the  method 
of  Fourcroy  :  some  are  sawed  to  show  their  in- 
ternal structure,  which  is  in  relation  to  their  con- 
stituent parts :  among  the  stones  composed  of 
the  mixed  earthy  phosphates,  some  have  for  their 
base  a  piece  of  wood,  a  larding  pin,  an  iron  pin, 
&c.  Two  others  are  described  in  Mem.  de  Va- 
cad.  de  chirurg.  III.  612  p.  Biliary  and  salivary 
concretions;  stones  found  in  the  urethra  ;  mulber- 


ry-calculi ;   bezoar  concretions  found    in  various  setter,  says  he  can  cure  him  if  he  stays  in  town 

long  enough  ! 

A  shoe-maker  injured  the  kneepan  with  a  lap 
stone  ;  after  years  of  soreness,  weakness,  and  en- 
largement of  the  joint,  he  gradually  became  able 
to  walk,  then  died  of  a  fever.  Anchylosis  was  in 
consequence  of  too  long  disuse  of  the  joint. 

The  condyles  of  the  femur  and  tibia  con- 
solidated into  one  bone  ;  the  large  ends  of  the 
bones,  with  the  bony  matter  around  them,  form 
a  ball,  of  the  size  of  a  sound  joint  with  its  com- 
mon integuments. 

Anchylosis  of  the  knee  ;  every  part  is  solid, 
rather  enlarged,  free  from    the   spongy  texture. 

Anchylosis  of  atlas,  with  next  vertebra;. 

Eight  dorsal  vertebras,  which  have  a  bony  ex- 
i.v'ation  on  the  left  side,  between  the  trans- 
verse process  and  the  middle  of  the  bodies,  1-8.. 
of  an  inch  in  thickness. 

Anchylosis  of  the  last  true  rib  to  two  verte- 
bra?, making  a  large  protuberance. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  of  the  Med.  School 
in  Maine,  has  40  specimens  of  anchylosis,  from 
the  cabinet  of  the  late  Prof.  Thillaye,  Paris. 

In  William  Clark,  born  at  Newmarket,  Ire- 
land, 1717,  (died  1738,)  anchylosis  and  exostosis 
so  universally  pervaded  the  system,  that  the  joints 
became  wholly  motionless ;  the  wrists,  fingers,  • 
knees,  and  toes,  excepted  :  even  the  lower  jaw 
was  immoveable,  and  he  was  fed  by  the  aperture 
where  the  teeth  are  wanting. — A  drawing  of  his 
skeleton,  and  a  description,  is  in  Phil.  Trans, 
abr.  IX.  24. 

In  a  skeleton  in  Coll.  of  Surgeons,  London,  all 
the  ribs  were  anchylosed  long  before  death. 

A  maiden  lady,  45  years  of  age,  40  miles  from 
Boston,  could  never  raise  her  eyelids  so  far  as 
to  see  an  object  on  a  level  with  her  eyes.  She 
can  neither  turn  the  head,  laterally,  nor  bend  it 
forward.  The  vertebras  will  admit  of  no  per- 
ceptible motion.  When  sitting  in  a  chair,  she 
has  the  appearance  of  being  laced  exceedingly 
tight,  the  spine  is  so  unyielding  and  straight. 
Were  it  not  for  the  free  motion  at  the  hip  joints, 
it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  her  to  stoop 
or  bend  so  far  back  as  to  see  any  thing  higher 
than  her  head.  She  cannot  corrugate  the  fore- 
head ;  it  is  presumed  the  corrugator  supercilii,  as 
well  as  the  orbicularis  oculi,  vel  palpebrarum, 
are  wanting.  The  eyes  are  larg-e,  prominent 
and  dull.  She  lost  a  sister  five  years  ago,  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  situation  ;  the  remaining  bro- 
thers and  sisters,  four  or  five  in  number,  are 
well  formed.  There  is  no  doubt  of  a  complete 
anchylosis  of  the  vertebral  column. 


animals. 

The  various  affections  of  the  eyes  represent- 
ed exactly.  A  great  quantity  of  plates  and  de- 
signs, carefully  preserved  in  paste-board,  by  a 
skilful  painter,  attached  to  the  faculty. 

NOTES, 

Descriptive  of  objects  before  us,  analogous  to  those 

in  the  Museum,  Paris. 

1.  Distorted  ribs,  showing  the  effects  of  pres- 
sure. 

2.  Cap  of  a  skull  of  a  woman  who  died  in  the 
Aims-House  with  cancer  of  the  breast.  Parts 
of  the  inner  and  external  tables  have  disappear- 
ed, leaving  many  holes,  and  the  remaining  walls 
extremely  thin  and  transparent.  —  Her  thigh- 
bone, a  thin  shell  of  similar  structure,  was  bro- 
ken by  laying  the  thigh  over  the  side  of  the 
bedstead;  probably  all  the  bones  of  the  body 
were  in  the  same  state,  as  they  could  be  broken 
with  the  greatest  ease. 

3.  Occipital  bone  of  a  coachman,  broke  the  se- 
cond time,  in  the  winter  of  1821.  He  drove 
home  at  midnight,  took  a  seat  by  the  fire,  talk- 
ed somewhat  incoherently  ;  blood  was  seen  trick- 
ling down  his  head.  The  last  fracture  was  tri- 
angular, behind  the  right  ear,  including  a  por- 
tion of  the  left  parietal,  some  of  the  occipital, 
and  a  part  of  the  temporal  bones.  Nearly  three 
inches  on  a  side,  a  large  portion  of  bone  is  gone, 
on  which  is  the  additamentum,  or  union  of  the 
squamous  suture.  There  seems  to  have  been  but 
a  faint  effort  in  the  system  to  generate  new 
bone.  The  pericranium  on  the  outside,  and  the 
dura  mater  on  the  inside,  are  astonishingly 
dense,  and  form  two  plates,  like  firm  parchment, 
easily  pealed  apart. — See  too,  Revue  med.  V. 
page  187. 

4.  Anchylosis  of  the  hip ;  every  vestige  of  a 
joint  is  destroyed  ;  thigh  bone  is  flattened  later- 
ally from  the  trochanter  minor,  but  round  to- 
wards the  knee.  On  the  top  of  the  major  tro- 
chanter there  is  a  small  caries;  anteriorly,  op- 
posite the  minor  trochanter,  is  a  high  ridge ; 
plate  of  ilium  much  thickened,  thyroid  hole 
seems  lessened. 

A  thigh  bone,  tibia  and  patella,  completely 
co-ossified  at  the  knee,  into  a  solid  knob.  The 
femur  is  gradually  enlarged  from  the  linea  as- 
pera,  below  the  trochanter  minor,  to  its  infe- 
rior epiphysis  ;  rough  on  the  back  side,  and  full 
of  small  apertures.  The  rotula  is  partially 
absor'oed  in  circumference,  but  has  a  neck 
that  projects  it  entirely  from  its  fosse,  and  fixes, 
it  permanently  on  the  superior  part  of  the  inner 
condyle  of  the  femoris.  The  head  of  the  tibia, 
as  well  as  the  femur,  is  amazingly  enlarged  ;  they 
seem  melted  and  run  together  like  two  pieces  of 
wax.  The  head  is  very  porous,  outwardly,  has 
a  deep  conical  cavity,  1  1-2  inch  in  diameter,  1 
inch  in  depth,  caused  by  an  ulcer  over  the  part. 
Anterioily,  the  joint  is  considerably  firm  ;  it  grows 
spongy  on  the  inside,  or  lateral  part.  Posterior- 
ly, the  two  bones  have  every  mark  of  being  con- 
solidated into  one,  leaving  a  pit,  which  points  out 
the  semilunar  notch,  at  the  popliteal  vessels  and 
nerves.  Within  a  few  inches  of  the  malleolar 
process,  a  considerable  caries  is  observable  on 
the  anterior  edge  of  the  bone.  The  knee  is 
bent  at  45  degrees. 

A  case  like  this  is  presented  in  a  man  in  Bos- 
ton, who,  3  years  ago,  received  a  cut  with  an  axe, 

just  above  the  kneepan ;   Mr.  Sweet,  the  bone- 


A  thigh  bone,  almost  straight ;  the  cervix  is 
shorter  than  we  recollect  seeing  before.  The 
linea  aspera,  and  the  ball  on  the  cervical  extre- 
mity, are  exceedingly  rough,  and  has  light  and 
porous  excresences. 

Right  hip-joint  diseased  in  consequence  of  se- 
vere inflammation,  brought  on  by  pumping  la- 
boriously when  in  imminent  danger  of  shipwreck. 
The  upper  margin  of  the  acetabulum  is  nearly 
obliterated,  and  the  ilium  and  ischium,  near  the 
joint,  remarkably  rough,  and  scarcely  heavier 
than  cork ;  the  inferior  spinous  process  of  the 
ilium  is  nearly  demolished.  The  femur  is  po- 
rous, inconsequence  of  absorption  of  all  the  glu- 
ten, leaving  nothing  but  the  earthy  particles,, 
which  by  slight  pressure  of  the  finger,  becomes  a 
mere  powder.  The  absorption  and  spongy  tex- 
ture gradually  lessens  towards  the  trochanter 
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Hip-joint  from  a  patient  who  died  hectic,  two 
years  from  commencement  of  the  disease;  the 
femur  was  dislocated,  and  the  round  ligaments 
destroyed.  Destruction  of  the  superior  margin 
of  the  acetabulum  is  more  extensive  than  in  the 
last  preparation,  and  appears  as  if  affected  by 
corrosion;  the  pit,  in  which  the  round  central 
ligament  was  attached,  is  become  an  uneven, 
large  hole,  which  nearly  perforates  the  bone, 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 

A  left  humerus,  broken  nearly  in  the  centre 
by  a  grapeshot,  and  united,  forming  a  super- 
numerary joint,  the  motion  of  which  was  per- 
fect. The  fore  arm  was  probably  tunsed  out- 
ward, twisting  the  lower  half  of  the  humerus,  so 
that  the  palm  of  the  hand  was  turned  outwardly 
from  the  body.  New  bony  matter  has  been 
formed  round  the  outer  edge  of  the  fractured  ex- 
tremities, the  lower  of  which  has  a  scaphoid  tri- 
angular pit,  into  which  the  superior  broken 
portion  is  received,  like  a  ball  in  a  socket.  The 
under  side  of  the  upper  end  is  bulged  in  the  form 
of  a  sharp  porous  ridge,  having  two  or  three  fo- 
ramina as  large  as  crow's-quills.  Condensed  peri- 
osteum, tenaciously  strong,  adheres  round  the 
callous,  and  dips  into  the  fissure  between  the 
broken  ends  of  the  bone.  The  strength  of  union 
between  the  ends  depends  on  the  membrane  en- 
veloping them.  A  seton  had  been  fruitlessly 
kept  three  months  between  the  ends. — See  too, 
Med.  Intelligencer,  p.  31. — Phys.  Med.  Trans. 
p.  295. 

Caries  of  the  bodies  of  the  5  inferior  cervical 
vertebra?.  The  angle  lorward,  in  the  dorsal 
bone,  is  sudden  ;  the  spinal  marrow  was  denud- 
ed of  bones,  for  an  inch  in  the  thorax.  The 
disease  of  which  such  patients  commonly  die  is 
slow  hectic  fever. 

6  dorsal  vertebrae,  the  bodies  partially  absorb- 
ed ;  the  disease  arose  from  injury. 

Elbow  of  a  scrofulous  patient.  He  had  diarr- 
hoea two  years  ;  the  elbow  inflamed,  grew  large 
and  suppurated;  amputation,  8  inches  above  it, 
became  necessary:  he  died  of  phthisis,  3  months 
after.  The  flat  part  of  the  humerus  is  princi- 
pally diseased.  The  inside  of  the  joint  presents- 
no  alteration  of  texture,  the  radius  much.  The 
upper  part  of  the  ulna  is  enlarged,  the  olecranon 
rough  as  a  sawed  board. 

Scrofulous  arm,  amputated  from  a  negro  of 
thin,  delicate  habit,  ast.  25.  The  knee  after- 
wards had  the  disease  ;  the  thigh  was  cut  off  in  con- 
sequence. More  extensive,  very  acrid  suppura- 
tion followed,  caries  of  the  epiphysis  of  the  hume- 
rus and  of  the  parts  of  the  bones  near  the  ulcer. 
A  man  fell  Upon  his  knee  on  the  ice ;  ex- 
tensive suppuration  followed,  and  required  am- 
putation, Oct.  1816,  several  months  after  the 
accident.  The  articulating  surface  of  the  tibia, 
and  the  condyles  of  the  femur  and  the  patella 
are  extremely  light,  and  hollowed  in  the  form  of 
a  shell.  Absorption  of  the  knob  of  the  fibula 
where  it  joins  the  side  of  the  tibia,  and  exostoses 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  patella,  have  taken  place. 
5.  Left. femur  after  fracture  4  inches  from  the, 
great  trochanter.  The  broken  ends  lap  over 
each  other  2  inches,  and  unite  by  osseous  mat- 
ter, at  an  angle  of  85  degrees.  Posteriorly,  is  a 
lamina  of  bone,  embracing  both  portions  ;  there 
is  much  spongy  texture,  peculiar  to  morbid  ac 
tion  of  the  absorbents. 

Femur   broken  near  the    middle.     From    the 
place    of  union    many    points   shoot  in    various 


directions.  These  two  bones  show  the  power 
of  the  muscles  in  fixing  bones  in  different  posi- 
tions till  they  become  consolidated,  and  show  the 
propriety  of  extension  in  treatment  of  fractured 
thigh. 

Re-union  of  the  bones  of  the  leg,  4  inches 
above  the  ankle,  stronger  than  any  other  part  of 
them.  Thev  are  crooked,  and  grown  thin,  1-2 
inch  thick,  proportionabjy  widened,  presenting 
the  edge  forward.  On  the  anterior  edge  of  the 
callus  projects  a  piece  of  new  bone,  1-2  inch 
long. 

A  sternum,  unusually  large,  fractured  across 
the  upper  portion,  half  an  inch  above  the  carti- 
lage of  the  first  rib. 

Broken  thigh  of  a  goose,  appears  originally  to 
have  been  9  inches  long  ;  the  pieces  lap  over 
one  another  2  inches.  There  are  large  exostoses 
and  earthy  concretions.  The  union  is  incom- 
plete. 

Humerus  of  a  duck,  broken  in  the  middle;  the 
ends  cross  each  other,  and  are  grown  together 
at  nearly  a  right  angle.  The  hollow  of  one  is 
open,  the  other  is  closely  sealed  by  new  deposits. 

The  tibia  was  renewed  in  a  boy  aged  8,  in 
Boston,  under  necrosis,  3  years  ago. — Also,  pro- 
bably, in  a  man,  aged  26,  now  in  the  Hospital, 
except  the  head  and  base  of  the  bone. 

Clavicle  and  scapula  diseased,  from  a  wound 
by  a  grape-shof,  under  which  the  patient  died. 
There  is  a  new  acromion  process  of  purely 
white  bony  substance,  encrusted  with  the  earthy 
matter  of  the  former  one.  The  tabular  plate  of 
the  scapula  is  broken  into  many  small  fragments, 
possessing  no  strength  under  the  finger.  The 
formation  of  a  new  clavicle  is  clearly  distinguish- 
able on  the  sternal  extremity,  enveloped  by  re- 
ticular remains  of  the  diseased  one. 

An  exfoliated  piece  of  the  humerus,  3  inches 
long,  from  the  arm  of  a  man  wounded  in  the 
Chesapeake  frigate,  June  1st,  1813.  He  suffered 
amputation  July  6th;  a  separation  took  place 
6th  of  March,  1817,  when  the  cavity  began  to 
be  filled  up,  and  was  closed  May  1st.  This 
strongly  resembles  a  piece  of  worm-eaten  wood, 
very  rough  and  uneven  :  there  are  sharp  points 
of  "bone  on  the  surface  and  edges.  The  am- 
putated end  of  it  is  compact  and  natural,  but 
within  half  an  inch  from  where  the  effects  of  the 
saw's  teeth  are  seen,  it  exhibits  action  of  the 
absorbent  vessels,  leaving  rather  a  slab,  than  a 
hollow  cylindrical  bone. 

Right  ulna  and  radius,  amputated  in  the  mid- 
dle. The  ends  are  rounded  partially  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  have  an  additional  bone, 
thin,  and  jutting  like  a  broad  head  of  a  nail. 

Upper  part  of  tibia  and  fibula  of  an  amputat- 
ed leg  ;  5  inches  long,  perfectly  rounded  at  the 
lower  extremity,  completely  closing  the  hollow 
which  contains  the  marrow.  It  was  taken  off  in 
consequence  of  frozen  feet :  the  man  died  af- 
terwards of  inflammation  of  the  stomach.  Up- 
per part  of  the  other  leg  presents  the  same  ap- 
pearances. 

6.  Muscular  and  arterial  preparation  of  an  idiot 
girl,  2  feet,  7  inches  high.  .  The  spine  is  con- 
siderably curved  forward,  the  pelvis  small,  con- 
tracted at  the  brim  ;  the  os  coccygis  is  directed 
partially  backward.  The  thigh  bones  are  near- 
ly round,  not  thicker  than  the  little  finger,  bent 
into  the  segment  of  a  circle  10  inches  in  diame- 
ter. The  trochanters,  cervix  and  head  are  one 
broad  epiphysis,  indistinctly  marked.     The  infe- 


rior condyles  are  shaped  much  like  a  pear,  and 
of  about  the  same  dimensions.  The  right  tibia  is 
round,  5-8  of  an  inch  thick,  and  shaped  like  bn 
s,  or  very  crooked  clavicle  :  the  fibula  is  exact- 
ly behind  it,  and  partakes  of  the  same  shape. 
The  left  tibia  is  a  third  smaller,  curved  back  at 
the  ends,  with  the  fibula,  so  that  the  heels  are 
brought  withia  8  inches  of  the  sacrum.  All  the 
bones  of  this  foot  are  out  of  place  and  missha- 
ped ;  the  phalanges  are  piled  one  above  the 
other,  so  that  the  inner  edge  of  the  bones  of  the 
great,  toe  is  in  front,  in  a  line  with  the  tibia ; 
hence  only  the  little  toe  and  outer  side  of  the 
foot  could  be  placed  on  the  ground.  From  the 
head  of  the  right  humerus,  the  arm  is  slightly 
curved  ;  the  lower  ends  of  the  radius  and  ulna' 
are  twisted  almost  to  a  right  angle.  No  part  of 
the  body  is  free  from  peculiarity;  the  left  arm 
appears  to  have  been  less  distorted  than  any 
other  limb.  The  bones  possess  a  cartilaginous 
elasticity. 

(To  be  Continued, ,) 

Aug.  7th,  a  loose  hard  tumour,  embracing  the 
nipple,  was  extirpated. 

Aug-  13th,  operation  of  couching  was  per- 
formed on  the  eyes  of  a  man  aet.  71,  at  the  hos=* 
pital ;  the  operation  of  artificial  pupil  on  a  man 
aet.  30. — Aug.  16th,  a  hard  tumour,  as  large  as  a 
goose's  egg,  was  removed,  embracing  the  left 
submaxillary  gland.  The  carotid  was  denuded, 
2  inches. 

Aug.  14th,  lithotomy,  by  the  lateral  mode, 
with  the  knife,  was  performed  on  a  man  set.  20, 
by  Dr.  H.  in  Charlestown.  The  stone  was  very 
hard,  1  1-2  inch  long,  1  inch  wide,  3-4  inch  thick. 
A  little  urine  was  discharged  by  the  wound  that 
day.     Aug.  18th,  he  seemed  very  comfortable. 


Weekly  report  of  deaths  in  Boston,  ending  Au- 
gust 16,  from  the  health  office  returns. 

Aug.  Disease  Age 

3  Lydia  Raymond,  Fits                                    74 

8  Catharine  Dwire  Cholera  Morbus         9  mo. 

'  Maley,  child,  city  poor 

10  Sarah- Kettle,  13  days 
''  Martha  Charles,  city  poor 

"  Elizabeth  Ballard,  Brain  Fever                        6 

"  Joseph  Danforth,  Accidental                       23 

"  Battis,  Still  born 

11  Thomas  W.  dishing-,  Accidental  13 
"  Nathaniel  Spear,  Drowned  64 
"  Mary  Ann  Dowling,  Consumption  19 
"  Catharine  Verginia,  city  poor 

"  Catharine  Page  Consumption                     43 

"  Elizabeth  Brewer,  Consumption                     50 

14  Elizabeth  Maylay,  Old  age  81 
"  A  man  unknown,  Drowned         city  poor 

" Mason,  Still  bora 

15  William  Gr.  Nell,  jr.  Whooping  Cough  8  mo. 
"  Mary  Kipp,  Fits  40 
"  Regina  Richards,  Teething  9  mo. 
"  Rachel  Larabec,  Scrofula                              56 

16  Sarah  Ann  Lemoine,  Canker  6  wks. 
lt  Sarah  Hichborn,  Dysentery 
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Cantharis  marginata  of  Olivier  has  lately 
been  observed  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  Its 
epispastic  properties  are  fully  equal  to  those  of 
Cantharis  vittata.  It  is  found,  at  this  time,  on 
a  vine  called  virgin's  bower,  Clematis  Virginia- 
na  ;  it  feeds  on  the  leaves.  Its  wing-cases  (ely- 
tra,) are  black,  edged  with  ash-colour.  Its  size 
is  nearly  double  that  of  the  potato-fly. 

Cantharis  atrata  of  Olivier,  is  found,  some 
years,  abundantly  on  Solidago  altissima,  and  S. 
lanceolata,  two  species  of  golden-rod.  It  has  al- 
ready appeared  on  them.  It  is  black,  and  not 
more  than  half  as  large  as  the  potato-fly. 

Cantharis  atrata,  Meloe  Pensilvanica,  of  De 
Geer,  Lytta  atrata  of  Fabricius,  Meloe  nigra  of 
Prof.  Woodhouse,  is  kept  and  sold  in  Boston  for 
Lytta  (or  Cantharis)  vittata  which  is  not  to  be 
procured  from  our  apothecaries,  and  is  rarely 
met  with   in  Massachusetts. 

Cantharis  marginata,  and  C.  atrata,  may  be 
employed  for  vessication  with  certainty  and  safety . 

Mponset,  Aug.  20,  1823.  T.  W.  H. 


***  Duggan  was  awaked  by  a  blow  from  a  fel- 
low-prisoner, Trask,  by  some  instrument,  just  over 
the  superciliary  ridge,  sufficiently  severe  to  con- 
fuse his  mind.  Trask  inflicted  two  more  wounds, 
one  between  the  ninth  and  tenth  rib,  at  the  arch, 
passing  under  the  apex  of  the  heart,  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  diaphragm,  3  inches  deep.  The  othen 
divided  two  cartilages  of  the  lower  right  ribs, 
passing  in  the  direction  of  the  last  left  rib. — 
Through  the  orifice  the  omentum  protruded  ; 
this  was  cut  off;  one  of  the  arteries,  divided,  and 
taken  up  by  the  ligature,  and  the  external  wounds 
dressed.  He  lived  14  days. — Hiccough  was  his 
most  distressful  symptom. 

The  omentum  adhered  to  the  external  wound, 
signs  of  high  inflammation  existed,  effusion  of 
serum  with  less  signs  of  inflammation  through 
all  the  intestinal  canal.  During  his  confinement 
he  had  complained  of  pain  in  the  centre  of  the 
chest  and  middle  of  the  sternum,  which  was  found 
fractured.  The  most  pain  Duggan  complained 
of  during  his  confinement  was  pain  in  the  chest. 

Trask  attacked  another  prisoner,  Newman, 
made  an  incision  through  the  parietes  of  the  ab- 
domen, from  the  apex  of  the  xyphoid  cartilage 
to  the  centre  of  the  crest  of  the  os  innominatum. 
Newman  put  his  hands  down  and  found  his  in- 
testines turning  themselves  out.  He  died  10 
days  after.  The.  intestines  were  highly  inf!a ril- 
ed ;  the  parts  exposed  by  the  inc.sion  complete- 
ly sphacelated. — Boston,  May,  1823.  I. 


peared  in  some  measure  relieved  ;  there  was  pal- 
sy of  the  opposite  side. 

He  continued  thus  for  four  weeks ;  the  wound 
seeming  healthy,  but  not  showing  inclination  to 
close  ;  his  pulse  continuing  regular.  At  the  end 
of  the  fifth  week,  a  dark,  foul  fungus  appeared 
from  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  rising  above  the 
integuments.  Some  portion  of  this  was  removed 
daily  with  scissors,  and  once  one  of  the  arteries 
which  nourished  it  was  divided  ;  it  bled  freely, 
but  was  easily  restrained  by  a  dossil  of  lint.  At 
the  Gth  week,  his  seases  became  impaired,  his 
pulse  more  quick,  hard  and  full,  indicating  great 
irritation.  Blood  was  let,  a  mild,  cooling  laxa- 
tive repeated,  with  no  good  effect.  He  lived 
after  the  trepan,  58  days. 

Mr.  Foster's  child  was  struck  and  stunned  by 
a  mallet  falling  from  a  mast-head.  He  perfect- 
ly recovered  his  senses  soon  :  the  injury  to  the 
integuments  was  slight ;  on  opening  them  the 
bone  appeared  fractured,  and  the  brain  injured 
so  that  it  was  feared  the  patient  would  die  un- 
der the  operation.  Numberless  splinters  of  hone 
were  withdrawn,  to  some  of  which  the  substance 
of  the  brain  adhered.     He  recoveied.  I. 

•  Gibbs,  act.  3,  near  Westminster,  Worces- 
ter co.  in  the  summer  of  1821,  had  his  skull  frac- 
tured by  a  large  ram.  He  laid  nearly  senseless 
till  4  o'clock  next  day,  when  I  found  apiece  of 
the  os  frontis  over  the  superciliar  ridge,  near 
the  middle,  which  was  broken,  and  compressing 
the  brain,  by  partially  sliding  under  the  edge  of 
the  orifice  By  pressing  with  the  finger  on  the 
spot,  though  the  skin  was  uninjured,  excepting 
by  extensive  inflammation,  which  closed  one  eye 
a  pit,  about  1  inch  in  diameter,  was  conspicuous. 
I  made  a  crucial  incision  across  the  depression, 
and  laying  the  scalp  back,  found  the  piece  was 
from  the  tabula  vitrea,  and  so  much  larger  than 
the  external  fracture,  it  was  impossible  to  ex- 
tract through  the  hole.  With  a  half  inch  tre- 
phine a  button  was  taken  out  close  to  the  wound, 
and  by  forceps,  the  piece  was  extracted,  by 
breaking. 

The  boy  appeared  to  sleep  through  most  of 
the  operation,  rose  and  asked  for  bread  the  mo- 
ment the  lobe  was  free  from  pre^sr-re.  None  of 
the  inner  membranes  were  injured ;  in  3  weeks 
he  was  well. 


A  young  man.  Graves,  received  a  fracture 
of  the  anterior  superior  part  of  the  panetal 
bone,  by  a  piece  of  iron  weighing  1  lb.  He 
walked  home,  dined,  vomited,  beg-an  to  feel 
'  faintness,  dizziness,  and  frequent  rio-ors.  The 
wound  being  enlarged,  the  bone  was  found  frac- 
tured, and  portions  depressed,  which  could  not 
be  raised.  Two  perforations  were  made,  some 
portions  of  bone  elevated;  numerous  splinters 
penetrated  the  dura  mater;  the  vitreous  table 
was  injured  far  more  than   the  outer.     He  ap- 


In  a  young  man  aet.  23,  under  venereal  dis- 
ease, the  urethra  terminates  in  the  middle  of 
the  underside  of  the  mentula,  between  the  cor- 
pora cavernosa.  The  corpus  spongiosum  seems 
to-bifurcate,  run  on  each  side  of  the  corpora 
cavernosa,  and  unite  over  the  end  to  form  the 
srlans.  There  is  no  line  or  indentation  to  show 
there  was  ever  an  orifice  or  passage  through  the 
glans  ;  this  is  perfectly  round  and  smooth,  with- 
out any  fraenum  :  the  prepuce  only  partially 
covers  it. 


HABIT. 

A  loyalist  major  of  Charles  I.  was  put  in  a 
dungeon  which  had  no  opening  but  a  hole  at  the 
top,  open  only  while  his  food  was  put  down. 
After  some  weeks,  he  saw  a  glimmering,  pres- 
ently he  discerned  the  parts  of  his  bed,  and  other 
large  objects  ;  at  length  the  mice  that  frequent 
ed  his  cell  ;  he  saw  them  eat  the  crumbs.  It 
became  his  chief  amusement  to  observe  the  mo- 
tions of  a  spider.  After  some  months  he  was  set 
free  ;  he  had  to  be  shut  up  for  some  time  after, 
to  accustom  himself  to  light,  by  degrees. 

In  pleasures  indulged  regularly,  at  equal  in- 
tervals, appetite  returns  with  the  usual  time  of 
gratification.  A  man  accustomed  to  smoke  to- 
bacco, at  the  usual  interval  feels  confused  pain  ; 
persons  addicted  to  drinking  are  very  uneasy  at 
the  time  they  are  in  the  habit  of  recurring  to  the 
bottle.  Hunger  and  thirst  are  more  easily  en- 
dured, especially  the  first,  than  unusual  intermis- 
sion of  an  habitual  pleasure. 

Moderate  pleasures  are  augmented  by  reitera- 
tion, till  they  become  habitual,  then  they  are  at 
their  height ;  from  that  point  they  gradually  de- 
cay. 

The  pain  occasioned  by  want  of  gratification 
increases  uniformly  ;  and  at  last  becomes  ex- 
treme, when  the  pleasure  of  gratification  is  re- 
duced to  nothing. 

The  lamb  and  the  dove  can  be  made  carnivo- 
rous ;  the  hawk  can  be  brought  to  live  upon 
grain.  Horses  in  Hudson's  Bay  eat  all  kind  of 
animal  food  ;  in  Iceland,  black  cattle  and  sheep 
are  almost  entirely  fed  on  fish  in  winter.  I  have 
known,,  says  J.  Hunter,  for  above  thirty  years, 
the  hawk  tribe  can  be  made  to  feed  on  bread  : 
to  a  tame  kite  I  first  gave  fat,  which  it  eat  read- 
ily, then  tallow  and  butter,  afterwards  small  balls 
of  bread  rolled  in  fat  or  butter,  by  decreasing  the 
fat  gradually,  it  at  last  eat  bread  alone,  and 
seemed  to  thrive  as  well  as  when  fed  with  meat. 

So  much  do  some  individuals  of  the  vegetable 
tribe  accommodate  themselves  to  soil,  climate, 
and  cultivation,  naturalists  not  accustomed  to  ac- 
curate discriminations,  have  frequently  mistaken 
the  variations  of  the  same  plants  for  so  many 
species;  These  variations  may  be  daiJy  seen, 
by  examining  the  plant  on  the  mountains,  in  the 
vallies,  in  the  garden,  in  the  fields,  or  bj'  bring- 
ing it  from  a  rude  uncultivated  state  where  is 
sometimes  lays  aside  its  prickles,  and  changes 
the  colour  and  structure  of  its  flowers.  Animals 
covered  with  down  or  hair,  have  it  thick  or  thin, 
long  or  short,  according  to  the  different  exigen- 
cies of  climate. 

Frequently  colour,  features,  and  several  dis- 
eases, originally  the  effect  of  circumstance,  be- 
come so  fixed  in  the  system,  they  are  afterwards 
transmitted  to  posterity. 


In  chronic  rheumatism,  a  liniment  of  1  oz. 
melted  lard,  with  6  oz.  Muriatic  Acid  stirred  till  it 
is  cold,  applied  over  joints  two  and  three  times  a 
day,  with  moderate  friction,  has  been  followed 
by  the  most  happy  results  in  various  instances. 


NOTES, 

Descriptive  of  Objects  before  vs,  analogous  to  those 

in  the  Museum,  Paris. 

Continued  from  pag-e  56. 

Club-foot  of  a  young  child.     A  short  curve,,  at 

the  lower  end  of  the  tibia,  turns  inward    on  the 

surface  that   articulates  with  the  astragalus,  and 

brings  the  malleolar  process  of  the  fibula,  which 
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is  straight,  to  a  level  with  the  floor.     The  posi- 
tion of  the  cuneiform  hones  is  quite  changed. 

Skull  of  a  negress,  aged  45.  Not  a  bene  in  it 
exceeds  two  lines  in  thickness.  There  is  no 
union  by  nature  ;  the  bones  are  held  together 
wholly  by  the  pericranium,  considerably  thick- 
ened. "The  fontanel  probably  was  never  closed, 
and  the  radiations  from  the  centres  of  ossifica- 
tion, are  precisely  as  in  the  head  of  the  fetus; 
generally  the  bones  are  of  uniform  thickness. 
Was  the  original  skull-cap  absorbed  ?  Is  this  the 
beginning  of  a  new  one  ? 

A  skull  generally  inclined  to  caries,  the  outer 
surface  full  of  minute  indentations,  the  serrated 
edges  of  the  suture  absorbed.  In  the  angle  on 
the  occiput,  formed  by  union  of  the  coronal  and 
lambdoidal  sutures,  is  a  large  opening,  where  a 
triangular  bone  has  been  detached. 

Vertebrae,  two  cervical,  one  dorsal,  and  two 
lumbar,  presenting  caries  of  ends  of  the  bodies 
and  exostoses  of  the  ring  upon  the  outside. — Two 
vertebras  present  absorption  of  intervertebral 
cartilage. 

Partial  ossification  of  all  the  cartilages,  be- 
tween the  ribs  and  the  sternum ;  each  rib  is  3-4 
of  an  inch  wide. 

Ribs, — fracture, reunion,  exostosis:  two  united 
by  a  bony  tongue,  half  an  inch  wide,  and  three 
quarters  long. 

17  ribs,  reunited  after  fracture  :  in  these,  and 
ribs  generally,  fractures  are  almost  invariably 
near  the  articulation  of  the  transverse  process  of 
the  vertebras, — the  muscles  covering  them  are 
the  natural  bandages  to  keep  them  in  place. 

In  examining  hundreds  of  fractured  ribs,  from 
the  skeleton,  I  never  saw  an  instance  where  there 
■was  reason  to  suppose  the  ends  shot  by  each 
other  so  as  to  impede  respiration,  or  endanger 
any  of  the  viscera,  by  irregular  union. 

A  rib,  1  3-8  inch  wide,  at  the  sternal  end, 
which  is  semi-transparent  and  forked,  having  two 
cartilages  to  connect  it  to  the  breast-bone  :  a  strip 
of  cartilage  runs  from  one  fork  to  the  other, 
leaving  a  D  shaped  hole. 

A  fractured  clavicle,  reunited,  very  large  and 
Crooked,  with  caries. 

3  sternums,  with  an  oval  hole  through  their 
lower  ends  :  in  one  it  is  more  than  1-2  inch  long. 
A  sternum,  altered  in  shape  ;  so  small,  it 
bears  no  proportion  to  its  neighbouring  bones  ; 
general  caries  has  extended  to  the  clavicles, 
taking  away  even  the  intervening  cartilages,  and 
the  expanded  ends. 

Two  ossa  innominata,  with  a  jutting  hoop  of 
new  bone  on  the  spine,  and  a  deepening  of  the 
acetabulum  from  new  bone  on  its  edge. 

A  femur ;  an  absorption  of  the  external  lami- 
na, carious  condyles,  diseased  cancel li. 

Caries  of  the  inferior  condyles  of  the  femur, 
so  as  to  destroy  the  joint,  being  diminished  more 
than  half  in  size  ;  there  is  an  enlargement  between 
the  condyles. 

Leg  and  foot  amputated  from  an  athletic  ne- 
gro, 6  feet  2  inches  tall,  by  Dr.  Warren,  1819. 
On  a  voyage  to  Liverpool,  a  large  quantity  of 
boiling  water  fell  on  the  the  leg.  After  trying 
various  remedies  for  a  year,  he  was  admitted  in- 
to a  hospital  in  London,  yet  received  no  benefit 
from  six  or  seven  months'  stay.  He  was  then 
sent  to  Boston,  and  finally  to  the  alms-house. 
His  whole  leg,  when  taken  off,  was  a  great  ich- 
orous uker ;  the  tegument,  to  the  fascia,  was 
destroyed.     la  weight  the  bones  exceed  any  we 
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ever  examined  :  they  are  enlarged  considerably, 
but  perfectly  rough,  and  full  of  deep  furrows. 
The  anterior  tibial  artery  is  ossified  into  a  firm 
tube,  which  adheres  to  the  side  next  the  fibula, 
its  whole  length. 

Bones  of  both  legs  of  a  sailor,  enormous,  pre- 
one   continual  morbid    appearance,  like 
that  of  worm-eaten  wood. 

Bones  of  the  leg,  slightly  carious  on  the  inner 
surface  of  the  leg.  The  tibia,  carious  in  the 
middle,  toward  the  fibula,  where  the  muscles 
have  origin  which  go  the  toes.  Internal  malleo- 
lar process  is  partially  destroyed  :  inferior  part 
of  the  fibula  porous. 

An  adult  female  tibia,  enlarged  round  the  shin, 
On  the  spine,  4  inches  above  t the  ankle,  was  a 
large  venereal  ulcer,  whose  base,  on  the  bone,  is 
of  the  diameter  of  a  half  crown  piece,  resem- 
bling a  place  where  a  knot  of  wood  has  been 
sawed. 

Syphilis.  Tibia  of  the  right  leg,  3  inches 
above  the  malleolus,  enlarged  to  double  size, 
possessing  little  strength,  and  full  of  perforations. 
The  fibula  partakes  of  nearly  like  appearance, 
having  deep  holes,  one  near  the  ankle,  and  the 
other  by  the  side  of  the  spine.  The  outer  lami- 
na of  bone  is  absorbed,  in  patches. 

Node,  3  inches  from  the  bottom  of  the  inside 
of  right  tibia. 

Heel-bone  ;  enlargement,  ragged  exostosis  of 
posterior  surface. 

In  an  adult  of  middle  age,  in  the  left  epigastric 
region,  near  the  ribs,  the  diaphragm  is  ruptured 
sufficiently  to  admit  an  instrument  1-2  inch  in 
diameter,  through  which  the  principal  portion 
of  the  jejunum,  part  of  the  great  arch  of  the 
colon  and  the  omentum  gastro-colicum  have  pro- 
truded, and  occupy  the  place  of  the  left  lung. 
A  child  which  died  at  birth  was  presented  to  the 
Faculty,  Paris,  by  M.  Chaussier  ;  it  had  a  large 
oval  opening  at  the  aponeurotic  part  of  the  dia- 
phragm, through  which  the  stomach  and  almost 
all  the  intestines  entered  the  thorax ;  the  lungs 
were  compressed. — Two  similar  instances  occur- 
red within  29  months  of  each  other,  in  the  ly- 
ing-in hospital,  Brownlow  St.  London  ;  in  Med. 
Obs.  and  Inq,  1.  are  descriptions  and  drawings 
of  two  similar  cases. 

In  Mem.  de  l'Acad.  des  Scien.  is  an  account  of 
a  dog  whose  stomach  was  in  the  thorax  ;  the  or- 
ifice of  the  diaphragm,  usually  occupied  by  the 
oesophagus,  was  occupied    by  the    duodeaum. 

Two  children,  well  grown,  united  from  the 
shoulders  on  one  side,  to  the  navel ;  there  was 
but  one  umbilical  chord.  The  thorax  is  com- 
mon to  both,  having  no  breast-bone,  no  partition, 
and  but  one  heart.  The  aortas  have  an  arch 
from  two  ascending  arteries,  arising  apparent- 
ly from  each  superior  corner  of  the  heart, 
which  is  suspended  by  its  vessels,  like  the  heart 
of  brutes,  perpendicularly.  Dr.  Haighton,  Lec- 
turer on  Midwifery,  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London, 
has  a  similar  preparation. 

There  are  two  children  in  the  museum  of  the 
Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  born  dead,  at  full 
period  of  gestation,  united  from  the  top  of  the 
thorax  to  the  umbilicus.  There  does  not  ap 
pear  to  be  a  communication  from  one  breast  to 
the  other,  but  a  reflection  of  the  skin  from  one 
body  to  the  other.  Dr.  Chiids  delivered  them. 
May,  1820,  Dr.  Whitmore,  in  New-York,  de- 
livered a  fetus  of  8  1-2  months;    it    seemed    to 


ovarian  dropsy  during  pregnancy,  she  could  not 
move  without  help,  for  some  time  before  birth. 
When  the  membranes  broke,  2  or  3  galls  were 
discharged.  The  fetus  is  two  female  children 
joined,  to  the  navel,  having  the  greater  part  of 
two  heads ;  a  description  and  drawing  is  in 
American  Med.  Recorder,  vol.  V,  p.  286. 

See  too,Halleri  descriptio.  foetus  bicep.  ad pectora 
connati. — Collection  Academique  II,  395.  Med. 
Intelligencer,  p.  8. 

Numerous  similar  instances  are  related  in  Die. 
des  scien.  med.  xxxiv.  152,  153.  157 — 172. 

■    ■  —  -\/VX/V- 

[Erratum.— Page  55,  prefix  to  the  Notes  the   signa- 
ture— Percy  &  Laurent.] 


A  stout  lad,  aged  19,  at  sea,  fell  from  the  rin- 
ging, and  broke  his  right  thigh  and  left  leg.  The 
thigh  became  shortened,  the  lower  part  of  the 
leg  turned  outward,  the  edges  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  bone  turned  inward.  Aug.  20,  3  months 
after  the  injury,  the  united  fracture  was  severed 
by  removal  of  the  portion  of  distorted  bone.  The 
leg  is  now  in  the  state  of  transverse  fracture. 

Haifa  dozen  medical  pupils  witnessed  the  operation 
at  the  hospital.  Few  important  operations  occur  in 
private  practice,  without  serving  as  a  usefel  spectacle 
to  a  larger  number.  The  conductors  of  this  costly 
edifice  seem  disappointed  in  relation  to  one  of  their 
favourite  objects,  dissemination  of  surgical  knowl- 
edge, by  enlargement  of  surgical  observation.  For  this  " 
they  constructed,  and  altered  at  great  expense 
a  more  spacious  amphitheatre  for  surgical  opera- 
tions, than  suffices  for  hundreds  of  professional  ob- 
servers who  daily  witness  the  surgical  skill  of  Sir  A. 
Cooper,  Sir  W.  Blizard,  Messrs.  Abernethy,  Bell,  Des- 
champs,  Boyer,  Roux,  Lisfranc,  and  Dupuytren. 

"  No  capital  operation,  except  in  cases  of  imme- 
diate  danger,  shall  be  performed,  without  inviting  all 
the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospital,  to  be  pre- 
sent."— By-law  of  N.  York  Hospital. 

There  are  thirty  four  patients  in  the  Hospital. 

Aug.  19  and  20,  9  medical  students  passed  examina- 
tion preparatory  to  reading  their  inaugural  dissertations. 


have  been  dead  a   fortnight.     The  mother  had 


Extract  from  Dr.  Waterhouse' 's  Treatise  on  Whoop- 
ing Cough. 
Painful   affections,  specially  of  the  skin,  oeso- 
phagus   and    duodenum,    transmit  their    morbid 
feelings   to  the    organs  of  respiration,   with  the 
rapidity  of  thought;    these  organs  have    a    pe- 
culiar expression,  sonorous  or  vocal.     Any  very 
sudden  impression  quickens  the    motion   of  the 
heart,    lungs,    and    diaphragm.       The    stomach 
expresses  sudden  impressions  various  wavs ;  it  is 
susceptible  of  more   sensations,  than  any  of  the 
organs  of  the  senses.     The  lungs  betray  sudden 
impressions,  by  agitation,  or  flutter,  deep   inspi- 
ration, or  cough  ;  but  then   the  cough  has  its  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  intensity,  and  tones  of  expres- 
sion.    How  absurd  it  is  to  attribute   every  mor- 
bid expression  from  the  vocal  organs  to  disorder 
in  them  !     We  may  as  well  call  diabetes  a  disease 
of  the  urethra;   or  say  the  crying  of  a  petulant 
child,  arose  from  preternatural  state  of  the   vo- 
cal organs  ;    or  that   laughter  is  from  a    similar 
cause.     When  a  stout   hearted    soldier,  lashed, 
disdains  to  cry,  he  is  liable  to  spitting  of  blood, 
and  to  fatal  impostumes  in  the   thorax.     Sudden 
noise,  quick  surprise,  a    thought,  a  recollection, 
an  inconscious  association  of  ideas,  the  scratch- 
ing off  the  head  of  a  pimple,  a  dream,  may  ex- 
cite a  cough,  for  a  few  minutes,  irresistible. 

Irritation,    and  morbid   affection    of  parts,  as 
the  bladder,  and   hemorrhoidal  veins,  produce 
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convulsive  action  in  the  breathing  organs.  Such 
is  the  membranaceous  structure  of  our  frames, 
an  impression  on  a  distant  part,  instantaneously 
concusses  another;  like  the  stroke  on  the  upper 
parchment  of  a  drum,  which  produces  consenta- 
neous vibration  on  the  lower. 

Some  coughs  arise  merely  from  affections  of 
the  larynx.  In  a  relaxed  state  of  its  muscles, 
and  membranes,  specially  of  the  epiglottis,  there 
is  hoarseness,  hollow  voice,  and  cough,  in  seme 
stages  of  phthisis  pulmonalis ;  this  is  relaxa- 
tion, removable  by  tonic  gargarisms.  This  should 
be  distinguished  from  that  whispering  hoarse 
ness,  and  faint,  hollow  voice,  that  occurs  in  sooifi 
conditions  of  the  lungs,  in  the  latter  stages  of 
consumption,  which  is  the  harbinger  of  death. 

Some  coughs  arise  from  wounds  abcut  the 
neck,  and  diaphragm ;  from  injuries  of  the  phren- 
ic nerve;  from  checked  transpiration;  retroced- 
ed  exanthemata ;  from  causes  connected  with 
asthma;  from  sympathy  with  the  elementary 
canal,  irritated  by  worms ;  above  all,  from  acrid 
matter,  vellicating  the  stomach  and  duodenum  ; 
and  from  certain  affections  of  the  liver. 

There  is  a  stomachic  cough,  to  which  seden- 
tary people  are  liable,  specially  those  who  in- 
habit close,  warm  rooms;  marked  by  a  pallid 
countenance,  bordering  on  yellow,  and  is  com- 
monly accompanied  with  loss  of  appetite,  now 
and  then  by  a  voracious  one,  almost  always  by 
cardialgia,  and  other  symptoms  of  irregular  di- 
gestion. The  stomach  seems  infested  with  bil- 
ious, acid  sordes;  which  operates  principally  on 
its  upper  orifice,  and  the  oesophagus.  These 
symptoms  torment  the  patient  most,  when  the 
stomach  is  nearly  empty;  the  gnawing  sensation 
is  relieved  on  filling  it  with  warm  tea,  or  coffee. 
The  cough  is  generally  accompanied  by  obtuse 
pain  in  the  side,  with  considerable  expulsion  of 
phlegm. 

There  is  another  affection  :  the  source  of  it  is 
principally  in  the  duodenum  ;  accompanied  with 
flatulency,  spasms  of  the  intestines,  some  symp- 
toms of  jaundice  ;  often  a  sort  of  twisting  pain  in 
the  side,  shooting  under  the  shoulder-bfade. — 
There  is  usually  dejection  of  spirits,  inclination 
to  give  way  to  the  complaint.  It  is  often  brought 
on  by  vexation,  disappointed  hope,  and  the  cor- 
roding discontents  of  domestic  life.  It  is  con- 
nected with  cold  feet,  cold  ncse  ;'  attended  by 
short,  dry  cough,  more  distressing  to  the   head, 

The   urine   is,  alternately, 


than   to   the  lungs. 


ale. 


high  coloured,  and  turbid,  transparent,  and  p 

The  lungs  express  sympathy,  by  now  and 
then  a  deep  inspiration,  or  sigh  ;  and  now  and 
then,  by  a  rending  cough.  The  causes  contin- 
uing, from  season  to  season,  the  lungs  at  length 
partake  so  much  of  the  primary  affection,  that 
they,  on  great  exposures,  or  some  serious  cause 
of  mental  distress,  sink  into  a  state  that  ends  like 
other  consumptions.  Sedentary,  and  discontent- 
ed men,  melancholy,  and  helpless  women,  are 
liable  to  this  malady.  Relaxed  and  torpid  state 
of  the  chylopoetic  viscera,  seems  to  be  the  prox- 
imate cause.  The  mind  operates  on  the  body, 
and  the  body  on  the  mind ;  sooner  or  later,  they 
wear  each  other  out 

Disorder  and  labefaction  of  distant  parts,  are 
often  expressed  through  the  vocal  organs,  while 
those  organs  are  free,  from  disease;  but  they 
will  become  disordered,  and  half  worn  out,  by 
being  very  often,  and  for  a  long  time,  called  on 
to  express  pain,  and  morbid  affections. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  LIVER. 
Continued  from  page  51. 

Pus  is  sometimes  formed  in  a  very  short  time, 
sometimes  within  five  days.  There  is  often  a 
pulsation  in  the  liver,  which  resembles  that  of 
an  aneurism.  The  pus  is  white,  torviclet  black. 
The  former  indicates  the  best  state  of  the  liver. 

I  have  often  found  abscesses  in  the  liver,  in 
examinations  after  death,  when  there  had  been 
no  symptoms  of  their  existence  during  life. 

They  make  their  way  to  the  surface  in  ten 
different  directions  ;  1st,  through-the  muscles,  i.  e. 
a,  below  the  false  ribs;  b,  within  them;  c,  the 
pus  diffused  between  the  muscles,  or  beneath 
the  skin  issues  distant  from  the  liver,  as  in  the 
arm-pit  or  back  ;  d,  it  traverses  the  diaphragm, 
and  extends  itself  in  some  extreme  muscular  re- 
gion. 2nd,  into  the  chest,  adhesions  having  been 
formed  between  the  liver  and  diaphragm.  3d, 
through  the  bronchia,  in  which  case  there  will 
be  adhesions  between  the  liver,  diaphragm,  and 
lungs.  4th,  into  the  abdomen,  in  which  case 
the  abscess  is  on  the  concave  surface  of  the  liver. 
5th,  into  the  stomach,  when  it  will  be  vomited 
general!}'  into  the  transverse  colon,  or  into  the 
duodenum.  6th,  by  the  hepatic  canal,  gall-blad- 
der, or  ductus  choledochus.  7th,  by  the  umbi- 
licus. 8th,  by  the  umbilical  vein.  9th,  into 
the  vena  cava.  10th,  Ly  metastasis;  vide  Mor- 
gagni  epistle  3d.  art.  105,106,  107. 

Inflammation  also  attacks  the  peritoneal  cov- 
ering ;  in  such  cases  it  generally  extends  itself 
to  neighbouring  parts,  producing  gastritis,  pleu- 
risies, &c.  Inflammation  of  neighbouring  organs 
extends  also  to  the  liver.  There  result  adhe- 
sions to  neighbouring  parts,  which  continue  long 
after  the  disease  ;  e.g.  adhesions  to  the  diaphragm, 
colon,  epiploon,  stomach,  spleen,  anterior  walls 
of  the  abdomen.  There  follow  clistus-bones  in 
the  functions  of  the  liver,  trouble  in  digestion, 
colic,  &.c,  a  valetudinarian  state,  severe  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  inflammation. 

Of  gangrene,  as  a  termination  of  hepatitis, 
Forestus  relates  a  case;  Portal, in  many  places 
of  his  work,  distinctly  refers  to  it.  Lieulaad 
describes  some  cases,  and  Moigagni,  ep.  34,  art. 
25.     Gangrene,  like    inflammation,  develops    it- 


self most  easily  on  soft  parts. 

Tubercles  in  the  liver  are  frequent;  most  fre 
quently  over  the  surface,   commonly  encysted 
Somet.mes   they    are   altered  through   the  sub- 
stance; sometimes  they  unite,  forming  abscesses, 
accompanied  with  hectic,  called   consumption  of 
the  liver. 

Scirrhous  tissue  is  developed  in  the  liver,  sui- 
generis,  demi-transparent,  formed  of  distinct 
fibres  of  light  green  colour.  It  is  most  frequent- 
ly at  the  pylorus,  in  the  stomach,  uterus,  not 
very  often  in  the  liver.  It  causes  but  little  con- 
stitutional disorder.  It  commences  commonly 
at  the  membranes,  thence  extends  to  the  sub- 
stance of  the  liver  ;  frequently  it  is  the  extension 
of  a  similar  disease  from  a  neighbouring  organ. 

Cerebriform  tissue.  It  differs  from  the  pre- 
ceding by  its  opacity,  and  by  the  multitude  of 
small  vessels,  which  sometimes  causes  a  sangui- 
neus obstruction,  and  gives  it  a  brown  colour. — 
It  resembles  the  fat  of  a  hog;  the  former,  that  of 
a  cow.  It  has  not  the  radiant  fibres  noticed  in 
the  scirrhous. 

Steatomatcns  tissue,  a  modification  of  the  cefr- 
ebriform,  most  frequently  attacks  the  liver.  It 
commences  always  in  the  substance,  and  attacks' 


sometimes  a  whole  lobe.  Sometimes,  instead  of 
spreading  from  point  to  point,  it  commences  in 
many  places,  which  unite  into  one,  if  life  is  pro- 
longed sufficiently.  These  points  are  sometimes 
so  isolated,  they  may  be  mistaken  for  tubercles 
not  encysted. 

Black  tissue,  in  the  liver,  was   long  observed 
in  horses,  before  it  was  noticed  in  men. 


Paris,  1816. 
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EPILEPSY. 

By  a  blister  behind  the  head,  close  to  the  hair, 
remove  a  square  inch  of  scarfskin,  and  a  square 
inch  in  the  hollow  of  the  leg,  below  the  knee. 
On  the  first  wound  put  a  layer  of  wet  sponge, 
large  as  the  wound ;  on  the  sponge  a  silver  plate 
of  like  size,  a  handle  or  shank  on  its  back,  and 
on  the  edge,  a  staple  parallel  with  the  shank. — 
On  the  other  wound  put  a  piece  of  wet  muscle, 
on  this  a  plate  of  zinc. — Fix  the  plates  closely 
by  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  passed  through  the 
shanks.  Connect  the  plasters  b\  three  fine  an 
nealed  copper  wires,  fastened  to  the  staples. — 
Clean  the  zinc  morning  and  night. — Keep  the 
joinings  of  the  wire  with  the  staples  free  of  rust. 

L.  T.  ad.  11,  an  idiot,  had  epileptic  fits  from 
the  age  of  six  months.  From  3  weeks  to  5  was 
the  usual  interval  between.  Her  great  fits  were 
more  violent  if  deferred  till  five  weeks;  preced- 
ed by  some  days  of  increased  irritability.  The 
first  attacks  were  almost  always  from  3,  A.  M. 
till  8,  uninterrupted  ;  for  several  days  after,  she 
had  three  or  four  less  attacks  daily.  All  this 
time  she  was  perfectly  maniac,  talking  or  sing- 
ing, letting  no  one  approach  her :  toward  the 
end  of  the  week  she  became  stupid,  somnolent, 
passing  whole  days  without  motion  or  speaking, 
or  in  reverie. 

May  29,  1816. — She  wore  the  plates  constant- 
ly, except  in  the  day  time,  the  first  fortnight. — 
A  slight  fit,  of  a  few  minutes,  without  any  of  the 
usual  effects,  occurred  in  the  10th,  12th,  15th, 
and  22nd  weeks  ;  at  each  time  the  will  was  found 
broke ;  then  her  careful  mother  died  ;  the  child 
had  improved  in  health,  appetite,  and  even  in- 
tellect, grew,  and  walked  out,  which  she  scarce- 
ly ever  did  before.  The  process  was  now  con- 
ducted very  irregularly.  She  had  a  slight  fit 
Dec.  7,  Feb.  24,  and  April  5,  without  change  of 
health  or  manners ;  then  the  process  was  discon- 
tinued. A  year  after,  the  disease  returned,  and 
she  died.  She  took  no  medicine  but  a  necessary 
weekly  laxative  the  first  10  weeks,  nor  any  af- 
terwards but  to  allay  occasional  irritability. 

J.  R.  aet.  12,  had  attacks  of  epilepsy,  lasting 
from  1-2  to  3-4  of  an  hour.  They  increased  in 
frequency,  between  10  A.  M.  and  6  P.  M.  till 
they  occurred  daily:  if  a  day  intermitted,  they 
were  severer  next  day.  One  or  two  had  occur- 
red daily  for  two  months. 

Oct.  19,  1816,  he  began  to  wear  the  plates 
from  10  A.  M.  to  6  P.M.  Oct.  28,  he  was  at- 
tacked before  rising  :  he  wears  the  plates  con- 
stantly. Nov.  29,  in  a  quarrel,  he  was  struck 
back  ;  his  feead,  in  the  fall,  met  a  cart-wheel,  and 
he  was  stunned  ;  a  fit  immediate!}'  followed.  Till 
the  fall  he  had  no  medicine.  Dec-  27,  he  re- 
turned to  his  friends  cured.  June  4,  1819. — He 
has  not  had  the  slightest  return  of  his  complaint. 

M.  G.  ret.  9,  in  the  spring  of  1816,  had  epilep- 
tic fits;  they  progressively  increased.  Her  mo- 
ther and  married  sister  had  been  subject  to  vio- 
lent attacks  of  the  disease  many  years;  another 
sister  had  an  attack,  and   bad  often   threatening 
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symptoms. — The  apparatus  was  applied  July 
10,  1812-  For  several  weeks  she  had  common- 
ly from  three  to  six  tits  a  weeks.  The  next  and 
last  fit  was  March  2,  during  vivid  lightning. — 
April  24,  the  applications  were  discontinued  ;  in 
two  years  from  which,  she  had  three  or  four  at- 
tacks, having,  on  each  occasion,  let  her  bowels 
be  constipated  7  or  8  days  together. 

J.  W.  aet.  3,  fell  in  a  fit  resembling  catalepsy, 
lasting  two  hours,  eyes  open,  squinting  and  roil- 
ing, without  sense  or  motion,  except  occasionally 
.writhing,  and  contortion  of  the  limbs,  grinding  of 
the  teeth.  Similar  attacks  succeeded,  resembling- 
epilepsy,  catalepsy,  and  tetanus ;  one  lasted  9 
hours.  Reason  did  not  return  for  a  long  time 
after  the  fits.  For  a  year  he  had  five  or  six  at- 
tacks daily,  then  a  few  days'  intermission.  The 
plates  were  worn  7  weeks  from  July  20,  1819. 
He  had  been  perfectly  well  two  years,  when,  in 
the  early  part  of  summer,  after  severe  exposure 
to  a  hot  sun,  he  was  sun-struck  ;  phrenzy  follow- 
ed without  convulsions  or  abolition  of  sense. 

G.  S.  fell  in  a  fit;  universally  unbendingly  ri- 
gid, with  rolling  eyes  and  sterterous  breathing 
for  half  an  hour;  had  similar  fits,  lasting  from 
5 — 10  minutes  every  half  an  hour,  for  several 
days,  then  longer  intermissions;  once  or  twice 
had  fits  by  nights  only.  6  months  were  thus 
passed,  when  somebody  gave  him  a  dose  of  tinct 
of  asafoetida  ;  then  he  would  leap  with  amazing 
hounds  from  the  chair  or  bed,  in  utmost  frenzy, 
with  horrid  deafening  screams.  Ten  days  pass- 
ed thus,  his  parents  expecting  his  momentary 
death.  In  the  interval  of  fits,  except  very  fee- 
ble use  of  his  arms,  he  had  no  power  of  motion, 
not  even  to  raise  his  eyelids ;  when  raised  by  an 
assistant  he  could  not  see.  The  pupils  were 
widely  dilated,  did  not  contract  at  approach  of 
light.  He  could  not  articulate  the  slightest 
sound.  He  vomited  frequently  ;  his  skin  was  hot 
and  dry  ;  he  passed  a  little  urine  once  in  24  hours  : 
pulse  36,  weak. 

April  5.  Through  the  night  he  had  scream- 
ing and  convulsions,  with  very  short  intervals. 
April  6,  life  seemed  at  the  point  of  extinction. 
7th,  the  apparatus  was  applied  ; — no  more  par- 
oxysms. Pulse  in  the  course  of  the  day,  48. 
8th,  pulse  80  for  a  few  hours,  gradually  subsid- 
ed to  60 — 70.  12th,  76,  stronger.  On  raising 
the  eyelids,  he  saw  distinctly ;  thejris  expanded 
a  littfe.  No  medicine  has  been  used  but  purga- 
tives, to  which  his  torpid  bowels  yielded  with 
difficulty.  June  4,  he  left  off  the  apparatus. 
After  several  months  of  extreme  debility  and 
tedious  convalescence,  he  i3  in  good  health,  and 
in  business  as  a  weaver. 

U.  S.-aet.  30,  had  three  or  four  epileptic  fits 
by  day  and  night,  oftener  by  night.  Feb.  1817, 
the  apparatus  was  used.  Immediately  the  par- 
oxysms were  shorter  and  less  violent ;  in  the  first 
week  no  more  than  he  used  to  have  in  a  day  ; 
third  and  fourth  week  none  ;  then  three  or  four 
weekly  for  six  weeks,  when  the  apparatus  was 
laid  aside.  Then  he  had  three  or  four  fits  dai- 
ly f  occasional  small  bleedings  and  a  blister  to 
the  head  were  used  with  the  apparatus.  Dur- 
ing its  use  there  were  no  fits  by  night,  nor  in 
the  next  case.  He, had  an  uncle  epileptic  40 
vcars  till  death  ;  an  uncle  insane;  a  great  uncle 
at  an  early  age  hemiplegic,  also  a  grandmother; 
a  cousin  insane  ;  all  paternal ;  his  father  subject 
to  violent  headacb,  extremely  nervous. 

J.  E.  aef.  1 3,  had   epilepsy  in   its  worst  form. 


generally  by  night,  from  twice  a  week,  to  once 
a  month  ;  besides  less  attacks  in  the  day,  sus- 
pending motion  and  speech.  July,  1818,  the 
apparatus  was  adopted,  with  small  bleedings, 
cupping  and  a  blister  to  the  crown.  After  the 
first  months  all  the  symptoms  rapidly  subsided  ; 
after  six  weeks  without  attack  he  left  off  the  ap- 
paratus. He  had  two  returns  of  the  disease  be- 
fore Christmas  ;  since  which,  till  my  last  news, 
May  13,  1819,  he  has-been  well. 

W.  B.  aet.  13,  Jan.  7,  1819,  in  the  night,  had 
an  epileptic  fit  for  half  an  hour,  with  strong  con- 
vulsions ;  several  like  fits  next  day  ;  in  the  inter- 
val he  never  thoroughly  recovered  recollection. 
A  week  after,  the  fits  continued  to  increase  in 
frequency,  with  short  delirious  intervals.  March 
29,  100  fits  in  the  day;  begin  with  a  scream, 
he  falls  convulsed,  clasps  his  hands,  beats  his 
head,  kicks;  the  seizure  lasts  from  one  to  six 
minutes  ;  in  the  intervals  he  is  often  perfectly  de- 
lirious ;  has  quite  lost  the  use  of  his  lower  limbs, 
except  during  the  occasional  frenzy  of  delirium, 
when  he  has  their  full  use. — March  30,  98  fits  ; 
31st,  apparatus  is  applied ;  April  1st,  85  fits, 
shorter  from  this  time. — The  apparatus  was 
found,  in  the  evening,  displaced  and  dry. 

April  2nd,  70  paroxysms;  3d,  53  ;  4th,  26  ; 
5th,  20  ;  6th,  24.  He  is  much  stronger,  more 
collected,  walks  unassisted  a  few  steps. 

7th,  15,  walks  across  the  room. 

8th,  3,  like  those   at  the  commencement  of 
the  disease. 

9th,  2,  slight. 

10th,  22,  slighter. 

11th,  16,      "         in  the  evening. 

12th,  1,  "  "  " 

13th,  7,  momentary  " 

14th,  11,       "  "  »  % 

loth,  6,         "  "  " 

16th,  10,       "  «  " 

17th,  9.  22nd,  7.  27th,  7.' 

18th,  9.  23d,  5.  28th,  1. 

19th,  6.  24th,  none.  29th,  none. 

20th,  18.  25th,  2.  30th,  1. 

21st,  22.  26th,  5. 

No  more  had  occurred  at  the  time  of  the  last 
news,  May  10.  From  April  2,  he  had  in  the  1st 
week,  20'fits  ;  2nd,  65  ;  3d,  81  ;  4lh,  18.  Purges 
and    bleeding   were  allowed. 


J.   G.  HANSFORD, 


Bath,  Eng.  June  4,  1819. 


To  preserve  natural  skeletons,  muscles,  lungs, 
brains,  liver,  &c.  dry  and  flexible,  macerate 
them  in  two  parts  of  essence  of  turpentine,  and 
one  of  alcohol.  The  mixture  must  be  some- 
times agitated.  Alcohol  seems  to  unite  wilh  the 
watery  parts  of  animal  substances,  the  volatile 
oil  of  turpentine  with -the  fat. — M.  Bvgros,  assist- 
ant in  Anat.  at  the  School  of  Med.  Paris.       1821 


ears  inflamed,  with  many  peculiar  appearances, 
resembling  those  related  in  the  26th  page  of  the 
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,  having  experienced  severe  disappoint- 
ment, felt  all  the  symptoms  of  an  approaching 
paralysis  ;  he  could  not  take  a  step  in  advance, 
but  had  the  faculty  of  perfect  motion  backward. 
When  he  wished  to  reach  an  object,  he  retroga- 
ded,  and  could  not  control  or  counteract  this  dis- 
position ;  it  lasted  four  months.      f.  majendie. 

Paris,  June  2,  1823. 

— .  —  %/vw 

Lynn,  Aug.  22,  1819. — A  body  embracing  a 
kidney  was  extracted,  weighing,  10  hours  after 
dissection,  4  lb.  including  a  calculus,  weighing 
1  lb.  4  oz.  avoirdupois;  an  end  of  it  broken  pre- 
sented a  smooth  fracture  ;  another  calculus 
weighing  1-2  oz.,  6  others,  weighing  together 
1-2  oz.  J.  L. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Maine, 
will  be  held  at  the  Chemical  Lecture  Room,  Bowdoin 
College,  the  second  day  of  Sept.  at  10   o'clock,  A.  M. 

It  is  expected  an  address  will  be  pronounced  by  their 
first  Vice  President,  Ariel  Mann,  M.  D. 


Josiah   Goodhue,  M.  D.  of  Hadley,  Mass.  has   been 
elected  President  of  the  Berkshire  Medical   Institution. 


A  beautiful  plate  having  recently  been  executed  for 
striking  medical  diplomas,  those  gentlemen  who  have 
received  a  medical  degree  at  Brown  University,  can 
have  the  privilege  of  changing  them,  by  application  to 
the  proper  authority. 


There  are  in  Boston,  twenty  eight  apothecaries,  and 
sixty  five  persons  who  profess  to  practice  physic,  fifty  oT~ 
whom  belong  to  the  Boston  Medical  Association. — 
There  are    eight  surgeon-dentists. 


*..*  IVe  regret  to  hear  that  many  of  our  distant  pat- 
rons do  not  receive  their  papers  regularly  ;  bat  cart 
assure  them  they  are  securely  sealed,  legibly  directed, 
and  put  into  the  post-ofjice  in  proper  season,  every  Tues- 
day, invariably. 

WEEKLY    REPORT    OF  DEATHS  IN    BOSTON,  ENDING  AU- 
GUST 25,  FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE  RETURNS. 


Aug 

16 
(i 

u 


Mary  Lanagan, 
James  Blake, 
Mary  Hitchborn, 
George  Jeffers, 
Christean  Smith, 


Disease  Jlge 

Liver  complaint  48 

Typhus  Fever  53 

Dysentery  23 

Drowned  city  poor 


P ,  aged    8,  was  seized,  Aug.  22,  in 

the  morning,  with  severe  pain  at  the  stomach  ; 
she  had  ate  many  apples.  Efficient,  but  fruit- 
less means  were  used  to  induce  vomition.  She 
died  at  3  P.  M.  Qv.incy. 

There  have  come  to  our  knowledge  this  week  3  cas- 
es of  dysentery  in  men,  4  in  women,  5  in  children,  be- 
sides those  mentioned  in  the  report  of  burials  :  also, 
since  July  27,  5  cases  of  cholera  in  children,  3  of  which 
occurred  in  Pleasant-Street. 


Cesar  Cellar,  an  East-Indian  aged  30,  is  in  the 
Marine  Hospital,  under  tubercular  elephantiasis. 
His  voice  is  hoarse,  breath   fetid,   lobes  of  the 


17 

Lydia  Mitchell, 

Intemperance 

24 

u 

Marv  Ann  Healy, 

city  poor 

9  mo. 

u 

Chas.  F..  Gushing,- 

Dysentery 

8 

u 

Samuel  Forsev, 

Infantile 

8  mo. 

<( 

Lucy  M.  Goodridge,       " 

3  wks. 

u 

M.  G.  Pif,ts, 

38 

18 

Francis  Tuffs, 

Mortification  of  foot 

67 

u 

Eliza  Ann  Calef, 

Cholera  Infantum 

4  mo. 

19 

Elisha  Barber, 

Inflammation  bowels 

50 

i; 

J    R.  Townsend, 

35 

it 

John  Green,  Jr. 

Cholera  Infantum 

1 

u 

R,uthv  Le  Basse,  . 

Consumption 

22 

u 

Sarah  B.  Thurston 

Flux 

20- 

it 

?>Tathar>:el  Mitchell 

,  Consumption 

46 

20 

Maria  Tucker, 

Cholera  Infantum 

16  mo. 

it 

James  Manley, 

city  poor 

2  mo. 

it 

Julia  rTorton, 

city  poor 

21 

Tsaac  Pinkerton, 

Cholera  Infantum 

11 

Eliza  Bridge, 

Consumption 

3f> 

u 

■n 

Hills, 

Still  born 
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■Case  of  ossification  of  the   mitral  and  semilunar \ responding  parts  of  the  left  auricle,  for  in  vari 
valves  of  the  heart. — By  Saml.  W.  Wyman,  m.  d 

Capt.  T.  T.  of  Rowley,  aet.  35,  came  to  me, 
(he  first  time,  Dec.  15,  1819.  He  said  he  had 
been  out  of  health  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
thought  his  symptoms  gradually  increased  in  se- 
verity. He  complained  principally  of  difficult 
respiration,  which  he  began  to  notice  18  months 
before.  It  was  increased  very  much  on  using 
any  exercise,  or  ascending  any  rise  of  ground, 
a  flight  of  stairs,  &c.  His  symptoms  indicated 
organic  disease  ;  they  varied  so  at  different  times 
that  it  was  impossible  to  judge  satisfactorily  what 
was  the  principal  difficulty,  whether  aneurismal 
enlargement,  ossification,  or  dropsy  of  the  tho- 
rax or  pericardium.  The  complaint  sometimes 
assumed  the  character  of  serous  asthma,  and 
was  often  much  relieved  by  expectorants.     His 


pulse 


was,  for    the 


most  part,   regular,  rather 


more  frequent  than  natural,  and  small.  The 
difficulty  of  respiration  never  wholly  left  him  ;  if 
from  any  exposure,  any  slight  impediment  in  the 
functions  of  the  lungs  took  place,  it  always  occa- 
sioned or  increased  a  paroxysm.  Sometimes  he 
could  lie  down  without  much  inconvenience,  at 
other  times  it  occasioned  extreme  sense  of  suffo- 
cation. The  second  or  third  time  that  I  saw 
him,  it  was  directly  after  a  paroxysm  of  difficult 
breathing.  1  was  pretty  well  persuaded  there 
was  effusion  in  the  thorax  consequent  to  the 
paroxysm. 

He  continued  in  this  state,  the  symptoms  re- 
taining their  doubtful  character,  until  Feb.  1821, 
when  he  had  quite  a  severe  attack  of  pneumo- 
nia, from  which  he  seemed  never  to  have  whol- 
ly recovered. 

In  Aug-,  he  was  taken  with  extreme  pain  in 
the  right  and  left  sides,  great  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, pulse  100 — 110.  Venesection  was  but  mo- 
derately employed,  on  account  of  bis  feeble  state  ; 
vessication  seemed  in  some  degree  to  remove 
the  pain,  but  very  little  the  difficult  breathing. 
He  remained  thus  about  3  weeks,  his  strength 
gradually  declining,  when  he  expired  rather  un- 
expectedly. 

The  examination  was  begun  12  hours  after 
death.  Complete  adhesions  between  the  infe- 
rior part  of  the  right  pleura  costalis  and  pulmo- 
nalis  were  observed  ;  they  were  easily  separa- 
ted, and  had  every  appearance  of  recency.  Be- 
tween two  and  three  qts.  of  a  watery  fluid  were 
taken  from  this  side  of  the  thorax.  The  infe- 
rior part  of  the  right  lungs  appeared,  when  cut, 
about  the  hardness  of  liver;  it  had  ceased  to  per- 
form its  functions,  proba>bly,  for  some  considera- 
ble time :  the  superior  part  was  in  its  natural 
state.  The  left  lung  did  not  appear  much  dis- 
ordered. 

The  fluid  in  the  pericardium  was  considera- 
ble more  than  usual.  The  greatest,  perhaps 
the  only  cause  of  all  the  distress,  was  in  the 
heart.  The  right  auricle  and  ventricle  had  un- 
dergone very  little,  if  any  alteration  ;  but  in  the 
left  ventricle,  great  and  extensive  depositions  of 
ossific  matter  had  taken  place  in  the  mitral 
valves,  and  at  their  attachments,  and  pervadec' 
the  whole  of  the  contiguous  parts,  and   the  cor- 


ous  places,  particles  of  bony  substance  projected 
like  crystals.  Firm  adhesion  had  taken  place 
between  the  contiguous  sides  of  two  of  the  mit- 
ral valves,  and  the  communication  between  the 
auricle  and  ventricle  was  not  more  than  one 
sixth  of  its  natural  size.  The  same  tendency  to 
ossification  existed  in  the  semilunar  valves  of 
the  aorta,  and  in  the  aorta:  a  considerable  depo- 
sition had  taken  place  in  one  of  the  valves,  and 
bony  substance  was  observed  in  various  parts  of 
the  other  two.  The  aorta,  from  its  exit  at  the 
heart  to  the  arch,  was  converted  into  a  tough 
cartilaginous  substance,  retaining  only  in  a  few 
pots  its  natural  structure.  The_contents  of  the 
abdomen  did  not  exhibit  any  thing  unusual. 
jXewburyport. 


Synopsis  of  the  Weather  and  Diseases,  from  1814, 

to  1823,  8  yrs. 

Continued  from  page  54. 
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Diseases  which 
prevailed. 


•Tan.  26  2118  2  Spt.  lev.  mild. 

Feb.  32  39     37  18  6  4  do.    [monia. 

Mar.  30  39     39  17  9  5  Peritonitis,   pneu- 

Apr.  37  43  18  11  1  do.  puerperal  fev. 

May  31  42  23  8  0  Abscess,  rheumat. 

June  28  22  6  2  No  prevailing- dis. 

July  26  22  9  Cephalalgia. 

Aug.  30  34  16  12  3  Rheumatism. 

Sept.  41  41  23  5  2  Influenza. 

Oct.  29  36  22  3  6  do. 

Nov.  34  44  21  7  2  do. 

Dec.  39  40  21  6  4  Spotted  fever. 

1816 

Jan.  34  44     46  27  I    4  Spotted  fever.        [His. 

Feb.  40  46     48  20  I     9  Spt.  fev.  colic,  periton- 

Mar.  53  54  21      10  Spotted  fev.  rubeola. 

Apr.  51  40  25       5  Spt.  f.    puerperal  fev. 

May  43  52  21      10  Spt.  fev.  affecting  the 

limbs,  mania. 

June  41  42     45  21       9  Puerperal  fever. 

July  41  43  27       4  Typh.    mitior,  mania. 

Aug.  43  26       5  Typhus  gravior. 

Sept.  37  45  27       3  Typhus,    swelling     of 

the  throat  &  tongue. 

Oct.  40  44  24       7  Spt.  fev.  typhus  fever. 

Nov.  37  54  19     11  Typhus  mitior. 

Dec.  34  38     39  28       3  Spotted  fever. 

The  latter  part  of  1814,  as  will  appear  by  the 
history  of  that  year,  (see  "Inquiry  into  the  na- 
ture and  treatment  of  Spotted  Fever,"  p.  96  and 
97)  was  attended  with  great  changes  of  temper- 
ature, and  other  unfavourable  circumstances, 
and  was  very  sickly.  The  winter  and  spring  of 
1815  was  more  temperate  than  any  winter  and 
spring  since  1811,  and  more  healthy  than  those 
seasons  have  been  since  that  time.  Yet  from 
the  very  considerable  predisposition  to  disease, 
acquired  in  the  latter  part  of  1814,  and  the  great 
number  of  invalids  which  passed  from  1814  to 
1815,  cases  of  fever  were  somewhat  frequent, 
though  in  general  much  milder  than  in  preced- 
ing years.  June,  1815,  was  not  remarkable  for 
peculiarity  of  weather,  or  prevalence  of  any  dis- 
ease.    July  was  exceedingly  warm,  its   mean 


temperature  75,40.  Aug.  was  gloomy,  cold  and 
wet;  its  mean  temperature  66,53.  In  Aug.  a 
storm  lasted  13  days,  during  which  the  mercury 
several  times  was  as  low  as  54,  and  as  high  as 
76,  and  80.  These  changes  being  occasioned 
by  the  N.  E.  and  S.  winds  alternating  several 
times,  were  very  sensibly  felt. 

Sept.  3d,  the  mercury  stood  at  71  ;  on  the  4th, 
A.  M.  12  hours  after,  at  35.  Several  other  very 
considerable  variations  happened  this  month. — 
Early  in  the  month  a  few  severe  cases  of  Influ- 
enza were  noticed  ;  not  so  frequent  as  to  excite 
much  attention,  till  the  last  of  the  month.  On 
the  22d  the  equinoctial  storm  commenced  ;  23d, 
A.  M.  it  had  increased  to  great  violence ;  the  N. 
E.  wind  blew  strong,  rain  fell  in  torrents;  the 
mercury  stood  at  42,  and  the  chill  was  very  sen- 
sibly felt,  even  in  the  warmest  room;  horses 
trembled  in  the  stable.  About  noon  the  wind 
veered  to  E.  then  to  S.  E.  and  finally  to  S.  W. ; 
it  blew  with  extreme  violence,  and  to  the  sense 
was  uncommonly  warm  and  suffocative  ;  the  ther- 
mometer was  at  60.  Prior  to  this  storm  there 
appeared  to  be  considerable  predisposition  to 
disease;  this  was  more  generally  felt  than  most 
changes  of  temperature ;  many  fell  sick  immedi- 
ately after  the  storm;  every  considerable  pre- 
ceding change  of  temperature  produced  new 
cases.  The  disease  in  this  vicinity  appeared  in 
the  form  of  Influsnza,  or  violent  cold  ;  generally 
terminated  favourably ;  in  a  few  instances,  in 
Typhus  mitior.  In  several  distant  places  it  ap- 
peared much  more  severe,  particularly  on  the 
sea-board. 

In  Nov.  the  disease  in  some  instances  assumed 
the  form  of  Pneumonia  typhoides  ;  at  the  North 
it  got  the  name  of  Spotted  fever.  Dec.  present- 
ed several  great  changes  of  temperature,  very 
considerably  aggravated  by  extreme  cold  north 
winds,  alternating  with  damp,  chilly  south  winds; 
the  temperature  was  in  one  instance  7  below 
zero.  Dec.  1st,  a  variation  of  39  degrees  in  12 
hours  occurred:  on  the  2d,  of  40  in  36  hours  : 
on  the  5th,  of  36  in  12  hours:  and  on  the  11th, 
of  32  in  24  hours.  Several  rains  occurred  this 
month,  with  chilly  winds.  In  the  last  of  this 
month,  and  the  first  of  Jan.  1816,  the  epidemic 
assumed  the  form  called  Spotted  Fever :  the 
cases  were  comparatively  few,  and  mostly  con- 
fined to  children  ;  some  cases  were  very  severe. 

In  1816,  we  had  frost  every  month,  and  snow 
every  month  but  September.  Yet  we  had  a 
competent  supply  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life. — 
After  a  long  succession  of  very  cold  seasons,  ma- 
ny of  our  tender  vegetables  endure  degrees  of 
cold,  without  much  injury,  which  probably  un- 
der different  circumstances  would  have  destroy- 
ed them.  In  April  spots  appeared  on  the  sun's 
disk,  discernible  by  the  naked  eye,  and  were  fre- 
quently observed  through  the  summer. 

The  change  of  the  seasons  from  warm  to  cold, 
in  1804,  was  preceded  by  a  tremendous  storm, 
from  the  N.  and  N.  E. ;  likewise  the  change 
from  cold  to  warm  was  preceded  by  a  storm 
as  remarkable  in  1815,  from  the  S.  and  S.  E. 
though  the  change  in  neither  instance  did  not 
immediatelv  follow  :   for  1805   and   1806  were 
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warm,  and  1816  was  remarkably  cold;  yet  in 
1816,  the  wind  blew  135  days  from  the  south- 
ward, 40  days  more  than  the  usual  proportion, 
and  183  days  from  the  northward,  55  days 
less  than  the  usual  proportion.  In  1816,  the 
wind  from  the  northward  was  much  nearer 
north  than  usual,  and  much  stronger,  and  the  N. 
and  S.  winds  were  more  directly  opposed  to  each 
other  than  usual;  consequently,  the  southern 
air  meeting  the  northern,  at  a  less  oblique  an- 
gle than  it  commonly  does,  it  would  not  mix  in 
any  considerable  proportion  with  it ;  of  course, 
the  air  from  the  north  would  be  more  cold,  and 
the  wind  shift  much  more  rapidly  from  south  to 
north,  which  would  tend  to  make  the  rains 
shorter,  and  in  less  quantity.  Vegetation  was 
pinched  both  by  drought  and  frost,  and  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth,  and  the  face  of  the  heavens, 
had  a  most  foreboding  aspect;  even  the  sun  ap- 
peared with  spots;  the  wind  blew  strong  and 
cold  from  the  north,  and  all  nature  seemed 
gloomy,   almost  every  countenance  dejected. 

That  the  clearing  a  country  of  its  woods,  and 
cultivation  should  improve  its  climate,  is  a  fact, 
well  supported  both  from  reason  and  history  ; 
but  this  has  not  been  the  case  with  all  coun- 
tries, particularly  Scotland,  Iceland,  &c.  like- 
wise Greenland  and  Labrador  are  evidently  cold- 
er than  formerly.  That  this  continent  (see  VV. 
Inquiry,  p.  114)  abounded  with  lakes,  bays,  &c. 
of  fresh  water,  we  have  clear  evidence,  which 
are  now  partly  or  completely  drained,  by  brooks, 
rivers,  &c.  wearing  their  beds  deeper;  a  very 
considerable  part  of  this  continent  has  been  ac- 
quired from  the  draining  of  fresh  lakes,  bays, 
ponds,  &x. 

In  1816  spotted  fever  prevailed  in  many  places, 
frequently  mortal  through  the  winter  and  spring  : 
measles  were  frequent,  and  often  fatal.  Prior 
to  1815,  peritoneal  inflammation  was  rare;  since 
that  time  it  has  become  more  and  more  frequent  ; 
and  child-bed  women,  who  in  former  years  were 
-  not  remarkably  liable  to  fever,  now  frequently 
suffer.  The  summer  months,  though  subject  to 
great  changes,  are  more  healthy  than  we  should 
have  supposed ;  which  may  be  accounted  for 
from  the  very  dry  air  and  ground  ;  dry  air  not 
being  so  good  a  conductor  of  heat  as  damp  air. 
Though  the  summer  in  some  places  has  been 
rather3 sickly,  puerperal  fe\er  and  typhus  have 
been  the  principal  diseases;  there  have  occur- 
red a  few  cases  of  febrile  mania  ;  it  yielded  to 
the  treatment  which  the  fever  with  which  it 
was  combined,  required.  The  equinoctial  storm 
occurred  a  week  earlier  than  common,  though 
Sept.  23,  it  was  cloudy  and  showery.  On  the 
9th  there  was  a  variation  of  36  degrees  in  12 
hours  ;  18th  and  22nd,  of  35  degrees  in  12  hours  ; 
26th,  of  34,  and  28th,  of  37  degrees  in  12  hours  ; 
10th,  of  44,  26th,  of  45,  and  29th,  of  34  degrees 
in  36  hours.  Immediately  after  these  changes, 
viz.  on  the  29th,  there  occurred  several  cases 
of  swelling  of  the  throat  and  tongue  ;  the  tongue 
in  some  instances  was  so  swollen  it  could  not  be 
retained  within  the  mouth.  Oct.  17,  we  expe- 
rienced a  severe  snow  storm,  preceded  by  rain 
and  S.  wind,  followed  by  N.  wind ;  after  which 
there  were  a  few  cases  of  spotted  fever. 

Salisbury,  JV.  H,  Job  Wilson,  M.  D. 

■  _— —  VV\A>— ■ 

COMPARATIVE   ANATOMY. 
A  mouse  fish,  Lophius  Gibbus,  of  Dr.  Mitchell, 
lately  taken  near   the  light  house,  is  4  ft.  long, 


weighs  40  lbs.  resembles  in  form  the  tadpole  ;  the 
head  is 4  ft.  in  circumference;  eyes  project,  are 
small,  and  distant  from  each  other.  A  gallon  bot- 
tle might  be  put  in  the  mouth  ;  it  has  3  rows  of 
teeth,  hooked  inward ;  a  lobster  was  between 
them,  when  caught. 

The  heart  is  shaped  like  a  small  ball  of  cot- 
ton thread,  1  3-4  inch  long,  and  one  in  diameter  ; 
each  end  is  perfectly  square.  Its  parietes  are 
thick  and  muscular,  the  ventricle  is  small ; — 
the  columns  carness  are  almost  as  hard  as  wire, 
and  beautifully  terminate  by  the  cordae  tendineas, 
possessing  almost  a  wirey  hardness.  Mr.  Bell 
says,  "  the  heart  of  a  fish  is  as  transparent  as  a 
bubble  :"  this  was  of  a  dark  red,  even  under  ma- 
ceration. The  heart  was  situated  in  the  under 
jaw,  in  a  line  with  the  articulation,  directly  un- 
der the  oesophagus.  On  one  end  there  is  a 
white  auricle,  of  two  thirds  the  size  of  the  heart, 
into  which  four  small  veinous  trunks  enter.  On 
one  side  of  the  heart,  an  artery,  as  large  as 
a  small  pen,  received  the  blood  from  the  ven- 
tricle. About  one  inch  from  the  heart,  the 
artery  is  a  kind  of  pouch,  as  large  as  a  filbert, 
and  then  gradually  diminishes,  and  is  divided  in- 
to smaller  arteries.  The  duct  of  the  gall-blad- 
der is  10  inches  long. 

A  rattlesnake  struck  its  fangs  into  a  man's 
hand.  In  a  few  moments,  a  swelling  commenced, 
with  severe  pain.  In  half  an  hour,  his  whole 
arm  to  his  shoulder  was  swollen  to  twice  its  nat- 
ural size,  the  skin  became  of  a  deep  orange-col- 
our. His  body,  on  one  side,  soon  became  affect- 
ed in  a  similar  manner,  nausea  ensued.  He 
was  greatly  and  justly  alarmed  ;  two  medical  men, 
beside  me,  were  in  close  attendance,  for  several 
hours.  Olive-oil  we  directed  the  patient  to 
swallow  in  large  doses,  till  he  had  taken  a  quart, 
and  at  the  same  time  we  rubbed  into  the  affected 
limb  a  very  large  quantity  of  mercurial  ointment. 
In  two  hours  we  perceived  the  favourable  effect 
of  the  remedies.  The  swelling  and  pain  gradu- 
ally subsided,  in  about  forty-eight  hours  he  was 
restored  to  health.  t>    JS.  thacher,  m.  d. 

Skeensbunj,  JV.  H.  Sept.   1776. 


Bones  are  as  fully  organized,  as  permeable  to 
blood,  as  easily  hurt,  as  easily  healed,  and  as 
sensible  to  pain,  as  the  softer  parts.  The  sys- 
tem bone  is  laid  out  in  the  very  elements  of  the 
body.  The  arteries  deposit  bone,  formed  com- 
monly in  cartilage,  sometimes  between  two  lay- 
ers of  membrane,  often  in  a  distinct  bag. .  In  an- 
imals fed  on  the  refuse  of  the  dyers  vats,  the 
bones  were  tinged  to  a  deep  red  ;  the  softer 
parts  were  unchanged.  All  the  bones  are  ting- 
ed in  24  hours;  in  two  or  three  days,  very  deep- 
ly ;  if  the  madder  be  left  off  for  a  few  days,  the 
red  colour  is  entirely  removed. 

Absorptions  of  the  hardest  bones  is  proved. — 
When  a  carious  bone  disappears  before  the  in- 
teguments are  opened  ;  when  a  tumour,  press- 
ing on  a  bone  destroys  it ;  when  an  aneurism  of 
the  temporal  artery  destroys  the  skull;  when  an 
aneurism  of  the  heart  destroys  the  sternum  and 
ribs;  when  an  aneurism  of  the  ham  destroys  the 
thigh  bone,  tibia,  and  joint  of  the  knee  ;  when  a 
tumour,  coming  from  within  the  head,  forces  its 
way  through  the  skull. 

Ossification  is  rapid  at  first,  advances  slowly 
after  birth,  is  not  completed  in  the  human   bodj 


till  the  20th  year,  is  retarded  in  weakness  and 
disease.  A  central  ring  is  first  ossified  in  the 
long  bone;  the  heads  or  ends  of  the  bone  are  at 
first  mere  cartilage  ;  they  soon  begin  to  ossify  ; 
the  bone  stretches  in  a  radiated  form  towards 
either  head  ;  the  heads  ossifying  in  their  centre 
stretch  towards  the  bone,  and  join  to  it ;  a  thin 
cartilage  only  is  interposed,  which  grows  gradu- 
ally thinner  till  the  20th  year,  then  disappears^ 
the  body  heads  and  processes  becoming  one 
bone.  The  head  and  processes  are  called  epi- 
physis and  apophses  of  bones.  In  flat  bones  os- 
sification goes  from  one  or  more  central  points, 
and  the  radiant  fibres  meet  the  radii  of  the  ossi- 
fying point,  on  the  edges  of  the  next  bone. 

The  muscles  are  generally  inserted  into  bones 
near  the  centre  of  motion  ;  e.  g.  the  temporal, 
masseter,  and  pteregoid,  most  of  the  muscles 
that  belong  to  the  thigh,  all  the  muscles  of  the 
leg.  The  muscles  that  move  the  arm  are  at- 
tached to  the  os  humeri  near  its  upper  extremi- 
ty, except  the  deltoides  and  the  coracobrachial  ; 
all  the  muscles  of  the  fore  arm  are  inserted 
into  the  radius  and  ulna,  near  the  elbow.  Thus 
the  muscles  must  be  endowed  with  increased 
power,  to  overcome  the  resistance  from  weight 
of  the  limb.  The  muscles  are  fixed  near  the 
centre  of  motion,  that  the  limb  may  be  moved 
with  greater  celerity  ;  and  what  power  is  lost  in 
this  way,  is  compensated,  no  doubt,  in  some  meas- 
ure, by  increase  of  their  bulk  ;  this  is  in  no  pro- 
portion to  the  great  force  they  exert.  The 
muscles  which  move  the  thigh  bone,  and  are 
near  the  centre  of  motion,  are  two  which  arise 
within  the  abdomen,  pass  over  the  pubis,  and  are 
inserted  into  the  trochanter  minor ;  three  arise 
from  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium,  and  are  inserted 
into  the  trochanter  major. 

FRACTURES. 
The  kasal  bones  from  their  form,  thickness 
and  articulations,  sustain  very  severe  blows 
without  material  injury.  A  stroke  sufficient  to 
fracture  them,  usually  produces  a  complete  so- 
lution of  continuity  of  their  integuments.  As 
they  are  immoveable,  and  not  connected  with 
any  part  that  requires  much  muscular  power  to 
move  them,  there  is  no  danger  from  the  mis- 
placement of  their  fragments  by  motion  or  ac- 
tion of  muscles.  Extension  and  counter-exten- 
sion are  inapplicable. 

In  compound  fractures,  by  far  the  most  fre- 
quent, the  nasal  bones  are  for  the  most  part  so 
comminuted,  they  cannot  be  replaced  so  that 
they  may  reunite  ;-  hence  all  the  small  particles 
of  bone  must  be  carefully  extracted  f  then  the  in- 
teguments are  to  be  brought  together  as  neatly 
as  possible,  covered  with  lint,  and  secured  by 
adhesive  straps,  direct  contact  of  which  might 
be  injurious.  Ossification  will  soon  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  loss  of  bone. 

Sometimes  injuries  will  produce  depression 
of  the  bones  and  cartilages  of  the  nose  without 
destroying  their  integuments.  The  depressed 
portion  may  be  restored  to  its  natural  situation 
by  applying  in  the  nostril  a  pair  of  dressing  for- 
ceps as  a  lever,  and  the  thumb  and  fingers  on 
the  outside  of  the  nose.  Sometimes  it  is  neces- 
sary to  retain  the  fractured  portion  in  its  place, 
to  introduce  into  the  nostril  lint,  oi  a  rpiece  of 
bougie.  The  bougie  may  be  secured  by  a  piece 
of  tape,  each  end  being  fastened  over  the  ears, 
to  a  night  cap. 
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Lower-jaw.  Its  mobility  of  the  lower  jaw  in 
every  direction  when  the  mouth  is  open,  or 
relaxed,  the  firm  support  it  receives  when 
closely  locked  in  with  the  teeth  of  the  upper 
jaw,  its  elliptical  figure,  and  the  density,  ren- 
der its  fracture  a  rare  occurrence.  The  articu- 
lation is  hinge-like,  admitting  of  elevation  and  de- 
pression, correspondent  to  the  flexion  and  ex- 
tension of  cylindrical  bones  ;  when  the  jaw  is  de- 
pressed, it  is  protruded  beyond  the  upper  jaw. 
It  also  admits  of  a  lateral  or  semi-rotary  motion 
for  grinding  food. 

Fractures  of  the  lower' jaw  present  many  ob- 
stacles to  maintenance  of  the  fragments  in  com- 
plete opposition  ;  there  are  numerous  instances 
of  imperfect  cures.  On  account  of  the  irresisti- 
ble propensity  to  move  the  jaw  in  deglutition, 
gaping  and  sneezing,  the  treatment  is  attended 
with  considerable  embarrassment.  These  ac- 
tions cannot  be  produced  without  exciting  con- 
traction of  the  muscles  attached  to  the  f>one. 

Owing  to  the  great  mobility  and  compact  tex- 
ture of  the  lower  jaw,  its  fracture  is  almost  al- 
ways caused  by  direct  force  ;  seldom  by  counter 
stroke.  When  by  a  direct  blow,  it  may  be  bro- 
ken on  one  or  both  sides,  at  the  symphisis,  the 
branches,  the  condyloid,  or  the  coronoid  pro- 
cesses ;  when  by  counter-stroke,  it  is  by  a  blow 
on  the  chin,  by  which  both  sides  are  sometimes 
broken  ;  in  the  plurality  of  instances,  however, 
the  fracture  is  a  little  anterior  to  the  mental 
foramina. 

The  superior  and  inferior  margins  of  this 
bone  form  two  elliptical  lines  of  unequal  diame- 
ters ;  the  transverse  diameter  of  the  former  is 
much  less  than  the  latter.  In  fractures,  the  in- 
ferior margin,  projecting  beyond  the  superior, 
and  its  texture  being  much  more  solid,  receives 
and  sustains  the  principal  force  of  the  blow,  and 
suffers  sonsiderable  depression ;  the  elliptical 
form  of  the  superior  margin  is  preserved  entire. 

In  single  fracture,  where  it  has  happened  be- 
tween the  symphisis  and  the  angle,  the  bone  is 
depressed  so  as  to  make  a  curverlinean  line,  with 
its  convex  side  turned  inward,  and  this  curve  is 
irremediable  by  any  power  proper  to  be  appli- 
ed. Were  both  margins  equally  driven  in,  the 
reduction  of  it,  by  any  power  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  exert,  would  be  impossible  ;  the  upper 
and  lower  rows  of  teeth  would  come  in  contacl 
at  only  one  point  ,•  this  would  distort  the  face, 
and  much  impair  the  ability  to  masticate. 

The  fracture  of  the  jaw  bone  may  be  trans- 
verse, oblique,  longitudinal,  simple  or  compound, 
injuries  with  external  contused  wounds,  are  very 
perplexing.  The  swelling,  bruise  and  lacera- 
tion, render  the  parts  exceedingly  confused, 
which,  in  addition  to  their  extreme  sensibiiitv, 
puts  it  out  of  our  power  to  apply,  with  proper 
effect,  bandages  to  retain  the  fragments  in  place. 
Should  we  wait  till  the  swelling  and  tender- 
ness subside,  we  shall  often  find  the  process  of 
ossification  has  so  far  advanced,  as  to  greatly 
impede  complete  reduction.  In  such  cases 
much  may  be  done  by  attention  and  careful  man- 
agement 

In  compound,  and  also  in  simple  wounds,  the 
iione  is  sometimes  comminuted,  so  the  portions 
never  unite,  and  acting  as  foreign  bodies,  they 
produce  a. fistulous  ulcer,  excite  and  keep  up 
purulent  discharge.  In  comminuted  fractures, 
the  splinters  being  deprived  of  nourishment,  be-. 


come  carious,  and  acting  like  foreign  bodies  are 
a  source  of  great  nutrition  to  the  system,  consti- 
tute necrosis,  and  bend  viprous. 

I  have  oftener  found  the  lower  jaw  broke 
i  nto  three  pieces,  than  any  other  number. — 
Dr.  Dorsey  saw  it  broken  in  five  ;  he  found  the 
middle  one  difficult  to  maintain  in  its  proper 
place.  Whenever  the  jaw  is  considerably 
depressed,  it  projects  considerably,  giving  an 
odd,  and  even  ludicrous  appearance,  as  when 
dislocated.  The  projection  is  caused  by  the 
condyle  rising  on  an  eminence,  directly  under 
the  root  of  the  zygomatic  process  of  the  cheek- 
bone. If  the  bone  be  broken  in  the  body,  near 
the  branch,  the  elevator  muscles  will  draw  the 
branch  to  the  upper  jaw,  and  keep  it  immovea- 
bly  fixed,  while  the  body  of  the  bone  on  the  frac- 
tured side    may  be  misplaced. 

In  this  situation,  when  the  jaw  is  depressed, 
the  condyle  on  the  sound  side  rises  on  the 
eminence  under  the  zygoma,  and  the  bone  is 
by  that  means  thrown  forward,  and  toward  the 
injured  side  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  reduce  the 
fracture  without  we  first  introduce  the  finger 
into  the  mouth,  and  press  the  branch  drawn 
up  by  the  elevator  muscles,  till  its  condyle  rises 
on  the  above  mentioned  eminence,  and  the 
surface  of  its  broken  end  is  placed  in  a  direction 
favourable  for  reduction. 

To  ascertain  whether  there  is  solution  of 
continuity,  we  are  to  seize  the  jaw  by  the  sym- 
phisis, and  alternately  each  angle  ;  if,  after  re- 
peated efforts  we  perceive  any  motion  accompa- 
nied with  crepitation,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
there  is  a  fracture. 

The  maxilla  is  a  lever  of  the  second  kind;  and 
all  the  muscles  that  elevate  it  are  inserted  into 
it  near  the  centre  of  motion  ;  almost  all  these 
that  depress  it  are  inserted  near  the  symphisis, 
at  the  greatest  distance  from  the  centre  of  mo- 
tion. 

Thtgh.  The  head  of  the  thigh  bone  forms  the 
greater  portion  of  a  sphere.  The  neck  stands  off 
almost  at  a  right  angle  from  the  body  of  the 
bone.  The  shaft  of  the  bone  is  curved  anteri- 
orly with  respect  to  the  trnnk,  and  turned  a  lit- 
fle  outward  toward  the  rotular  side  of  the  bone  ; 
when  the  bone  is  broken  transversely,  the  frac- 
tured ends  incline  to  project  forward  and  out- 
ward;  but,  with  regard  to  the  bone  itself,  the 
side,  from  the  great  trochanter  to  the  outer  con- 
dyle, is  nearly  straight,  and  the  side  being  cov- 
ered less  with  muscles  than  the  rest  of  the  bone, 
enables  us  to  ascertain  with  some  precision  the 
degree  of  injury  the  bone  may  have  sustained. 

The  proximal  ends  of  the  thigh  bones  stand 
off,  at  a  wide  distance  from  the  mesial  plane; 
the  distal  extremities  approach  so  near  as  to 
come  in  contact.  This  peculiarity  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  bone,  may  require  some  variation  in 
the  treatment  of  the  solution  of  continuity  thigh 
bones.  The  thigh  is  moved  by  muscles  which 
arise  from  the  trunk,  and  are  inserted  into  the 
os  femoris,  or  leg.  The  psoas  magnus,  and  iliacus 
internum  are  inserted  into  the  trochanter  minor, 
unite  as  they  pass  out  of  the  abdomen,  and  pass- 
ing over  the  os  pubis  as  over  a  pully,  they  take 
a  sudden  turn  downwards  and  backwards,  till 
they  unite  at  the    place  of  their  destination. 


gularly,  that  the  weight  of  the  whole  limb  bare- 
ly counterpoises  their  action. 

The  pectineus,  inserted  just  below  the  tro- 
chanter minor,  the  glutei  muscles,  expanding 
over  the  whole  donsum  ilium,  and  being  chiefly 
inserted  into  the  trochanter  major,  have  an  agen- 
cy in  moving  the  thigh,  in  every  direction.  The 
sturator  internus  bends  and  rotates  the  os  fe- 
moris. The  other  muscles  inserted  near  the 
centre  of  motion,  viz.  pyriform,  obturator  inter- 
nus, genini,  quadratus,  roll  the  thigh  bone,  and 
draw  it  back.  The  rest  of  the  muscles  that  be- 
long to  the  thigh  are  inserted  farther  from  the 
centre  of  motion,  are  destined  to  draw  the  limb 
towards  the  mesial  plane,  and  at  the  same  time 
unite  in  certain  situations  to  bend  it. 

Every  class  of  muscles  is  opposed  by  antago- 
nizing muscles,  and  such  is  their  connection  with 
the  bones,  a  degree  of  tension  is  always  remain- 
ing present  so  long  as  they  remain  attached  to 
the  bone.  Thus  they  are  always  ready  to  obey 
the  slightest  intimation  of  the  will.  The  divi- 
sion of  the  tendo  Achillis  is  the  soleus  and  gas- 
trocnemius, though  somewhat  restricted  by  cel- 
lular membranes  inverting  them.  The  ends 
are  drawn  widely  apart.  We  must  extend  the 
foot  as  much  as  possible,  bend  the  knee,  drawing 
down  the  muscles,  and  securing  them  by  a  roller. 
Still  the  contractile  power  of  these  muscles 
scarcely  can  be  overcome. 

To  the  influence  of  extension  thus  applied  to 
the  muscles,  may  be  attributed  the  uncontrola- 
ble  inclination  for  motion  and  change  of  posture, 
universally  experienced.  A  power,  unless  it  be 
accurately  adjusted,  applied  to  a  limb  to  pro- 
duce permanent  extension,  becomes  excessively 
irritative. 

Iri  natural  extension,  the  imitating  power, 
which  had  apparently  laid  dormant,  will  become 
manifest,  and  if  the  muscles  be  not  restrained  by 
machinery  for  securing  fractures,  great  uneasi- 
ness, restlessness,  and  an  irresistible  propensity 
to  move  the  limb,  will  follow.  This  condition 
of  the  muscles  is  as  essential  a  provision,  as 
exercise  is  to  their  health  and  vigorous  action. 
Yet  in  cases  in  which  it  is  required  that  the 
limb  should  remain  at  rest,  even  where  it  is  sup- 
posed complete  relaxation  of  the  muscles  is  pre- 
served, permanent  lameness  ensues,  called  con- 
traction of  the  tendons.  Contraction  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  muscular  fibre.  Except,  there- 
fore, where  adhesions  take  place  between  ten- 
dons and  their  sheaths,  the  lameness  arises  from 
altered  organization  of  the  muscles. 

Habit  powerfully  controls  muscular  motion. — 
In  standing,  walking,  and  rising  from  our  seats, 
the  motion  of  the  muscles  of  one  extremity  are 
accompanied  by  a  certain  train  of  motions  of  the 
corresponding  extremity  ;  by  repetition,  consent 
of -action  is  established.  We  cannot  keep  the 
muscles  of  certain  limbs  entirely  at  rest,  while 
those  of  the  other  are  at  liberty  to  be  moved. 
In  fractures,  both  limbs  must  be  secured  in  the 
same  manner. 

Of  the  muscles  of  the  thigh,  the  psoas  magnus 
and  iliacus  internus,  in  power  and  constant  ac- 
tion, in  recumbent  posture,  when  there  is  m& 
call  for  great  exertion,  preponderate.  In  ampu- 
tation of  the  stump  the  flexion  will  occur,  in 
They  are  powerful  flexors,  and  act  with  great! proportion  to  the  length  of  the  stump,  age  and 
power  when  the  body  is  erect,  and  with  such  habit  of  the  patient.  Unless  the  patient  has 
force  when  the  body  is  laid  on  the  back,  Irian-j  been  some  iime  confined  to  his  bed3  aisd  Ms  Skafe 
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in  a  longitudinal  direction,  it  will  be  troublesome 
to  keep  it  extended. 

In  some  recent  fractures,  S:  artificial  imperfect 
joints,  the  ends  of  the  proximal  fragments,  pro- 
ject forward,  or  outward.  The  proximal  frag- 
ment is  often  drawn  outward,  as  well  as  forward: 
this  I  presume  is  to  be  imputed  principally  to 
predominance  of  the  power  of  the  mucous  mus- 
cles that  rotate  the  thigh  outward,  and  of  course 
draw  it  at  the  same  time  in  some  measure  side- 
ways. 

To  ascertain  the  power  with  which  the  frag- 
ments are  drawn  asunder,  we  must  consider  the 
distance  of  the  fracture  from  the  centre  of  mo- 
tion. The  thigh  bone  may  be  considered  as  a 
lever,  and  the  leg   as  a  weight  appended    to    it. 

X'WV— —  ■  I* 

.,  set.  22,  for  a  number  of  months   lost 

his  sight  and  had  violent  pains  of  the  head  at 
times,  with  full  and  hard  pulse  ;  a  little  time  be- 
fore his  disease,  a  tumour  was  discovered  on  the 
top  of  the  cranium.  After  death  the  bone  ap- 
peared perfectly  denuded,  black  and  carious;  a 
probe  could  easily  be  passed  through  numerous 
holes  ;  the  dura  mater  appeared  thickened,  and 
had  lost  its  glossy  appearance  ;  the  brain  appear- 
ed to  have  been  lessened.  Electricity  had  been 
tried  a  long  space  of  time  to  no  purpose.  Bleed- 
ing at  first  mitigated  the  pain  of  the  head,  but 
at  last  had  no  effect. 


stance  of  the  hydatid  conveyed  a  temperature 
to  the  hand,  sensibly  warmer  than  the  living 
body.     Conway,  Aug.  19.         A.  Ramsay,  m.  d. 


DWARFS. 
In  the  cabinet  of  Natural  History,  Marseilles, 
is  the   skull,  measuring  laterally  three    ft.    of  a 


6oz. — sp.  of  turpentine  2  oz. — ipicac,  9i.  Some- 
times opium,  3  grs. — Sometimes  the  mixture  has 
been  used  in  clyster. —  Sometimes  a  blister 
over  the  seat  of  pain  has  also  been  used. 

■-      ■    ■  i^-^y^ 

New  Orleans,  July  24. — There   are  now  fewer   case's 
of  fever  than  usually  occur  in  the  month  of  June. 


Aug.  17,  a  boy  fell  on  the  side  walk  with  a 
large  pitcher  in  his  hands,  a  piece  of  which  di- 
vided the  radial  artery,  and  the  flexor  of  the 
middle  finger.  In  taking  up  the  artery,  I  pro- 
duced paralysis  of  the  whole  arm  several  times, 
by  passing  a  ligature  round  the  volar  branch  of 
the  raslial  nerve  which  passes  to  the  thumb. 

Aug.  22,  a  sailor  divided  the  anterior  tibial 
artery ;  great  hemorrhage  ensued  in  walking  ; — 
a  ligature  secured  it. 

Aug.  30,  an  Irishman,  in  Lobster-alley,  gave 
his  wife  a  blow,  which  knocked  her  down  ;  in 
the  fall  her  head  struck  the  wall ;  she  was 
heard  to  cry  u  murder,  don't  kill  me,"  &c.  She 
hngered  till  1 1  o'clock,  Sunday,  without  being 
able  to  speak  or  move,  when  she  died.  Neith- 
er the  bones  nor  spinal  marrow  were  injured. 
Over  the  left  lobe  of  the  brain,  and  between  it 
and  the  falx,  were  three  ounces  of 
blood. 


coagulated 


A  patient  had  been  in  continual  pain  in  the 
scrobiculus  cordis  for  three  years  ;  there  was  an 
exostosis  or  cartilaginous  bony  point,  2  1-2  inch- 
es long,  the  size  of  a  rib,  growing  from  the  in- 
side of  the  ensiform  point  of  the  sternum,  which 
must  have  caused  the  pain.  A  sack  was  found 
under  the  periosteum;  on  the  inside  of  the  ca- 
rious 08  sacrum,  contained  a  pint  of  fetid  yellow- 
ish matter,  of  the  consistence  of  honej'. 


In  a  late  preparation  of  the  uterine  system, 
the  maternal  veins  are  shown  filling  the  mater- 
nal region  of  the  placenta.  In  a  subsequent  ex- 
periment, in  a  cat,  the  maternal  and  fetal  ves- 
sels seem  connected  with  the  sponge  of  the  pla- 
centa. In  the  cow,  polypus  internally  on  each 
side  of  the  os  tincae  seemed  to  cause  parturition. 
Had  the  nature  of  the  case  been  foreseen,  the 
calf  could  have  been  saved,  and  the  experiment 
tried  of  saving  the  mother.  In  one  case  of  cra- 
nial hydatid  in  Europe,  and  one  in  America,  on 
examining  the  body,  3  days  after  death,  the  sub- 


man  named  Borghini ;  he  died  set.  50,  4  ft.  high, 
his  bones  very  slender.  At  the  junction  of  the 
sagittal  with  the  coronal  suture,  where  the  lamb- 
doidal  begins,  is  an  opening  as  large  as  a  crown- 
piece.  His  intellect  was  proverbially  feeble. 
As  he  became  old,  being  no  longer  able  to  bear 
the  weight  of  his  head,  he  was  obliged  to  wear 
a  pillow  of  support  on  each  shoulder. 

At  Lucca  was  a  boy  whose  head  began  sud- 
denly to  grow  large  at  7  yrs.  of  age.  At  27,  it 
was  37  in.  8  lines,  in  circumference  ;  his  face 
was  15  inches  long;  neither  his  body  nor  voice 
corresponded.  His  arms  were  very  strong,  his 
intellect  quick.  He  had  an  attack  of  apoplexy 
at  30  years  of  age,  and  died. 

In  1817,  a  German  dwarf  was  exhibited,  set. 
8 — 9,  18  in.  high,  of  about  the  weight  of  a  new- 
ly born  child,  of  the  intelligence  of  a  child  of 
3 — 4  years.  Her  pulse  was  90  in  a  minute. — 
She  was  born  at  the  full  period  :  she  did  not 
walk  or  talk  till  the  a°fe  of  4  \rs  :  the  first  den- 
tition  was  not  effected  till  2  yrs.  Her  mother 
was  5  ft.  high,  her  father  5  ft.  5  in.  The  mo- 
ther had  had  a  dwarf,  a  few  inches  long,  at  the 
full  time  ;  it  died. 

Anne  Theresa  Souvray,  33  in.  high,  born  of 
parents  of  common  height,  at  Adel,  in  the  Vos- 
ges,  was  exhibited  in  Paris,  1819,  set.  73,  full  of 
gaiety.  She  sung  and  danced  in  the  manner  of 
her  country,  with  her  sister,  2  yrs.  older,  and  8 
in.  taller.  She  is  neither  rickety  nor  scrofulous, 
as  dwarfs  usually  are. 

I  called  with  Col.  Gibson  and  other  officers  to 
view  a  child  aet.  7,  3  ft.  9  in.  round  his  belly,  his 
limbs  and  joints  are  proportions bly  large  ;  he 
weighs  130  lbs.  I  was  informed  by  the  mother, 
she  discovered  in  him  extraordinary  growth 
when  two  ysars  old.  He  enjoys  good  health, 
and  is  not  deficient  in  capacity,    j.  thacher,  m.  d. 

Midd/ebrook,  N.J.  Dec.  1779. 

Joseph  M.  Stevens,  aet.  19,  33  inches  high, 
well  formed,  is  at  the  N.  E.  Museum.  He  ceas- 
ed to  grow  in  his  fifth  year,  without  any  known 
cause,  having  been  free  from  any  disease.  His 
teeth  are  very  defective  ;  he  has  not  shed  the  first 
set.  There  is  no  appearance  of  beard,  nor  cce- 
saries  on  the  pubis  ;  his  voice  has  never  changed, 
nor  can  any  signs  of  puberty  be  discovered  from 
genital  evolution,  or  discourse  with  him.  His 
parents  are  of  usual  height ;  he  has  four  broth- 
ers and  sisters  older  than  himself,  four  younger, 
of  good  form  and  height.  He  is  intelligent, 
reads  and  writes  with  as  much  ease  as  young 
men  of  his  age,  is  a  shoemaker,  of  good  habits, 
and  sedate,  modest  counteuance. 


Errata. — Page  53,  Meteorological  Synopsis,  in  the 
table  for  1815,  for  March  41,  read  39  ;  for  April  39, 
read  Sept.  41  ;  for  Dec.  36,  read  39  :  in  1816,  for  July 
48,  read  41  :  in  the  first  column  under  the  table,  line 
8,  for  require,  read  acquire  ,-  second  column,  line  3,  for 
heaviness,  read  haziness. — Page  57,  second  column, 
line  4  from  bottom,  for  1  os.  melted  lard,  with  6  os.  Mu- 
riatic acid,  read  6  os.  melted  lard,  with  1  os.  Muriatic 
acid. — Page  59,  last  column,  line  42,  for  will,  read  wire. 

WEEKLY  REPORT    OE  DEATHS  IN    BOSTON,  ENDING    AU- 
GUST 29,  FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE'S  RETURNS. 

22  Francis  N.  Lord, 

23  James  Shepard,         Convulsions  of  the  head  6  mo, 
Benj.  Smith,  city-poor 


24  David  S.  Cashing, 

Dysentery                          2 

mo.. 

"    Harriet  S.  Goddard, 

Whooping  cough          17 

mo. 

25  Susan  Stickney, 

Cholera  Morbus 

34 

25  Violet, 

Old  age 

84 

"    Dorothy  Koffer, 

Flux 

53 

"    Betsey  Francis, 

city-poor 

26  Sarah  York, 

Croup 

7 

"    Hugh  Maheny, 

Consumption 

24 

27  Mary  Brewer, 

do. 

22 

"    Lucretia  Paine, 

Peritonitis 

35 

"    Ernest  A-  Williams, 

Dysentery 

4 

"    Susan  Byrne, 

Whooping  cough 

1 

28  James  Leviss 

Hydrocephalus  internus 

3 

"    George  Coolidge, 

Dysentery* 

21 

"    Susan  King, 

Apoplexy,        city-poor 

25 

"    Sarah  Sawin, 

Carditist 

20 

"■    Sally  Stratford, 

city-poor 

29  Benjamin  Hichborn. 

Cholera  Infantum       18 

mo. 

"    George  Ware, 

Typhus  fever,  and  intes- 

tinal disorganization^; 

21 

31  Mr.  Cramm, 

Tremulous  delirium  with 

inflammation  of  stomach 

28 

*  from  Saml.  Thomson's  '  brief  sketch.' 
I  am  certain  of  having  found  the  catholicon  or  gene- 
ral medicine  to  be  used  in  all  cases  not  desperate,  with 
safety  and  success  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  They 
may  as  certainly  relieve  themselves  of  disease,  as  of 
hunger.  The  expense,  to  be  always  able  to  relieve 
themselves  and  families,  would  not  exceed  20  dollars. 
A  fever  can  be  turned  in  two  or  three  days.  Societies 
are  formed  who  receive  information,  and  men  become 
qualified  to  attend  themselves,  and  families.  It  is  said 
my  medicine  may  be  good  in  some  cases,  not  in  all. — ■ 
This  is  untrue.  There  are  but  two  great  principles  in 
the  constitution  of  things,  that  of  life  and  of  death. — - 
That  which  contains  the  principle  of  life  can  never  be,, 
tortured  into  administration  of  death.  If  a  medicine  is 
good  in  one  case,  it  must  be  so  in  all-  Mr.  E.  W.  had 
dysentery  ;  used  sweating,  steaming,  and  hot  medi- 
cines ;  he  was  so  relieved  as  to  go  abroad  ;  he  took  cold 
and  died,  having  no  one  to  administer  the  medicine  in 
season  ! ! 

t  She  died  10  days  after  birth  of  second  child  ;  dur- 
ing her  sickness  she  had  constant  distress  about  the 
chest. 

^  He  had  long  complained  of  uneasiness  near  the 
spine,  under  the  head  of  the  colon,  for  a  considerable 
space  above  and  below  which,  the  valvular  structure 
was  found  very  inflamed  and  offloresc  nt. 

RAMS  iY,  M.  D.  will  begin  a  course  of  Lecture! 
e    on   Anatomy  at   the    middle  of  Oct.  which  will 
last  two  months.  Convay,  JV.  H. 


4  cases  of  cholera  have  come  to  our  knowledge  this 
week,  besides  those  in  the  report  of  burials,  in  a  man, 
woman  and  children,  and  three  of  dysentery  in  women. 

In  dysentery,  very  satisfactory  results  have 
been  obtained  under  rest  in  horizontal  posture, 
Keeping  the  feet  comfortably  warm,  and  admin- 
istration of  from  1-2  oz.  to  an  oz.  after  every 
dysenteric  stool,  of  the,  following  mixture,  viz. 
Saturated  solution  of  sulphate  of  soda  in  water 
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[Errata.—  P.  63,  first  col.  1.  1st,  for  Its,  read  The.— 
3d  col.  1.  5,  for  donsum  ilium,  read  dorsum  ilii  ;  1.  8, 
for  siurator,  read  obdurator ;  1.  11,  for  genini,  read  ge- 
mini  ;  1.  22,  for  The,  read  In  ;  1.  23,  for  is,  read  the 
ends  of ;  1.  25,  for  inverting  them.  The  ends  read  in- 
vesting them,  are  drawn  &c.  Folio  61  for  03  ;  1st  col. 
U  8,  for  mucous,  read  numerous'.] 


PNEUMONIA. 

Pawtucket,  April  29,  1816.— In  the  latter  part 
of  Oct.  1815,  Capt.  Belknap  was  attacked,  as  it 
wassupposed,  with  the  prevalent  influenza.  On 
the  second  day  of  the  attack,  Dr.  Manchester  was 
called.  Capt.  B.  died  the  4th  day  of  his  illness. — 
The  mo^t  prominent  symptoms  were  cold  chills, 
pain  in  the  head,  back  and  limbs  ;  the  pain  short- 
ly was  seated  in  the  right  side  ;  cough,  with  lit- 
tle or  no  expectoration,  and  violent  fever. — 
These  continued  without  alleviation  till  death. 

Nov.  4,  in  the  morning,  I  was  called  to  a  young 
lady,  who  had,  the  day  before,  been  violently 
attacked  with  cold  chills,  pain  in  the  head,  back 
and  limbs.  The  pain-  had  become  seated  in  the 
right  side  and  sternum,  the  difficulty  in  respira- 
tion great;  or,  as  she  said,  her  distress  was  "  in- 
describable," with  dry  cough,  fever  high,  the 
pulse  120,  full  and  hard.  As  she  was  plethoric, 
by  a  large  orifice,  I  took  near  16  oz.  of  blood. — 
This  gave  considerable  relief.  I  then  directed 
warm  fomentations  to  the  breast  and  side,  and 
warm  applications  to  the  feet ;  a  cathartic  of 
sub-muriate  of  mercury,  and  jalap,  to  be  given 
shortly  after,  with  diluent  drinks.  In  the  even- 
ing, the  pain  in  the  side  had  returned,  and  af- 
fected the  thorax  more  generally.  The  patient 
and  her  friends  solicited  me  to  repeat  venesec- 
tion, which  I  did,"after  some  hesitation,  fearing 
debility.  This  gave  partial  relief.  I  applied  a 
large  blister  to  the  right  side,  and  the  sternum, 
extending  between,  and  partly  around  the  infe- 
rior parts  of  the  mamma.  Pulv.  ipecacuhan. 
compos,  with  1-8  gr.  tartrit.  antimon.  in  small 
repeated  doses,  alternately  with  a  mucilage  of 
gum  Arabic,  in  which  was  dissolved  a  little  ni- 
tras  potass,  with  mild  diluent  drinks,  were  or- 
dered through  the  night.  Warm  applications  to 
the  feet  continued. 

Nov.  5th,  I  found  her  much  relieved.  Ex- 
pectoration and  gentle  diaphoresis  had  taken 
place.  The  mucus  expectorated  was  consider- 
able, and  much  tinged  with  blood.  With  tri- 
fling variation,  I  directed  the  same  medicine 
through  the  day.  Evening-,  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing had  returned,  skin  hot  and  dry,  much  thirst, 
expectoration  stopped,  the  pulse  remarkably  in- 
termittent. She  had  complained  of  nausea  and 
some  faintness  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day  ;  the 
attendants  had  suddenly  removed  the  warm  ap- 
plications from  the  feet,  and  part  of  the  bed- 
clothes, also  had  omitted  to  give  part  of  the  med- 
icine. This  imprudence  probably  gave  a  sud- 
den check  to  perspiration  and  expectoration.  I 
renewed  the  blisters,  and  warm  applications  to 
the  feet.  The  pulv.  antimonialis  in  small  doses, 
wine  whey,  with  other  mild  drinks,  were  order- 
ed through  the  night. 

Nov.  6th,  morning,  she  was  considerably  re- 
lieved, the  pulse  more  regular,  the  surface  gen- 
tly moist,  expectoration  more  free,  with  less  pain 


and  difficulty  of  breathing.  With  little  varia- 
tion, this  treatment  was  pursued  for  several 
days,  keeping  the  bowels  free  by  gentle  physic 
and  enemas.  On  the  6th  day  of  the  disease  the 
fever  began  to  abate,  also  the  pain  and  difficulty 
of  breathing.  Expectoration  continued  free. — 
For  several  days  1  g«ve  no  other  medicine  than 
syrup,  scillte,  with  vin.  antimon.  Wine,  as  a 
cordial,  was  allowed  through  most  of  her  illness. 
She  began  to  convalesce  rapidly.  I  left  her  on 
the  tenth  day,  able  to  walk  about  the  room. — 
She  has  since  been  perfectly  well. 

This  case  was  similar  to  many  others  that  fol- 
lowed. 1  was  absent  till  the  latter  part  of  Nov. 
Drs.  Manchester  and  Hedge,  in  this  village,  had 
a  number  of  cases  during  that  month,  but  were 
unfortunate  in  most  of  them. 

About  Dec.  1st,  the  disease  became  very  pre- 
valent. By  the  middle  of  Dec._l  had  nearly  2U 
fully  marked  cases;  the  whole  number  exceed- 
ed 40,  within  150  rods.  Many  of  their  patients 
died  on  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  days  of  the  attack. 
Dec.  14th  eight  or  ten  of  my  first  patients  were 
getting  well.  A  young  woman  had  been  under 
a  violent  attack  three  days,  without  medical  aid. 
I  found  her  in  extreme  distress,  the  extremities 
cold  and  purple,  livid  spots  on  the  breast  and 
arms,  no  expectoration,  continual  nausea,  pulse 
140,  very  small.  Warm  applications  were 
directed  to  the  extremities,  epispastics  to 
the  chest,  and  a  cathartic,  mostly  calomel. — 
The  blisters  gave  a  little  relief,  and  a  little 
moisture  was  produced  on  the  surface  ;  no  ex- 
pectoration ever  took  place.  She  lived  a  little 
more  than  48  hours  after  I  first  saw  her.  This 
was  the  first  of  those  patients  I  lost. 

The  weather  had  been  changeable,  mostly 
mild  for  the  season.  It  became  steadily  and  se- 
verely cold.  With  change  of  weather,  though 
the  pneumonic  affections  were  similar,  the  at- 
tending fever  appeared  to  me  different.  Till 
the  cold  weather,  the  pyrexia  was  inflammato- 
ry, or  synocha.  Most  of  the  cases  that  fell  un- 
der my  observation  before,  strongly  indicated 
bleeding.  From  that  period  to  the  fore  part  of 
March,  the  pyrexia  was  of  a  typhous  or  typhoid 
type,  very  soon  after  the  attack,  presenting  the 
dark  brown  tongue,  with  feeble  pulse.  No  be- 
nefit arose  from  bleeding,  but  probably  mischief. 
By  the  last  of  Dec.  the  disease  had  nearly  sub- 
sided in  this  tillage,  and  we  have  had  but  few 
cases  of  it  since.  Till  near  January,  but  few 
cases  had  appeared  in  the  adjacent  towns,  as  in 
Seekonk,  Attieboro',    Providence. 

As  the  disease  subsided  in  this  place,  it  beg'an 
to  rage  in  the  south  and  east  parts  of  Attieboro'. 
I  had  lost  four  patients  out  of  35.  I  now  had  a 
number  in  Attieboro'.  It  was  said  that  all  who 
had  been  attacked  died.  By  the  20th  of  Jan. 
several  of  my  patients  got  well;  I  had  lost  one. 
Dr.  Huchens,  of  Killing-ley,  Conn,  it  was  said, 
had  been  remarkably  successful  in  treating  the 
disease,  as  it  appeared  in  several  towns  in  Conn 
two  years  before.  He  advised  humid  warm  ap- 
plications, or  billets  of  wood  boiled  with  boughs 
of  hemlock,  wrapt  in  flannels,  to  induce  to  the 
surface,  not  to  profuse  sweat. 


By  the  last  of  this  month  the  disease  had  spread 
to  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  into  the  adja- 
cent towns,  Wrcntham,  Foxboro',  Norton,  Mans- 
field, Sharon,  &c.  with  less  severity.  A  Deacon 
Black indon,  in  Wrentham,  was  attacked.  Dr. 
Huchens  was  called  to  direct  for  him  ;  Dr.  Bust- 
bee,  of  Wrentham,  was  also  attending  physician. 
A  day  or  two  after,  Mrs.  Blackindon  was  taken 
ill;  the  sweating  plan,  as  it  was  termed,  was 
adopted  :  the  patients  shortly  died.  Three  oth- 
ers of  the  family  were  at  that  time  taken  ill. — 
A  consultation  of  a  number  of  physicians  was 
called  ;  Dr  Wheaton,  of  Providence,  was  present. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  that  neither 
of  the  three  patients  had  the  epidemic.  They 
got  well  without  much  medical  aid. 

Sweating,  by  some  of  the  physicians  was  now 
wholly  abandoned.  The  disease  soon  became 
alarming  in  that  neighbourhood,  especially  in 
the  part  of  Attieboro'  contiguous  to  Wrentham, 
and  continued  its  ravages  through  most  of  Feb. 
Under  two  or  three  of  those  physicians  who 
practised  most  in  that  part,  almost  every  person 
died  who  was  attacked. 

1  am  informed  that  the  disease  is  now  preva- 
lent in  Barrington,  and  several  other  towns 
southward  and  eastward  of  this.  That  a  change 
took  place  in  the  type  of  fever,  1  am  induced  to 
believe,  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  for  several 
years  past;  probabh  this  change  has  given 
rise  to  the  opposite  modes  of  treatment.  A 
physician  from  one  part  of  the  country  says 
bleeding  was  infallible ;  another,  that  sweat* 
ing  with  hemlock  zvas  a  sovereign  remedy  ;  a  third, 
from  another  quarter,  that  brandy  cured  all. — 
This  disease,  sure  I  am,  of  having  seen  under 
the  inflammatory  form,  and  the  typhoid  or  pu- 
trid. Most  of  the  cases,  till  severe  cold  weather, 
were  inflammatory.  The  pneumonic  affections 
were  severe  under  this  form.  Death  appeared 
to  take  place  rather  from  violent  pneumonic  af- 
fections, than  the  attending"  fever.  After  the 
steady  cold  weather  commenced,  death  seemed 
to  follow,  rather  from  fever  than  pneumonic  af- 
fections. Bleeding  under  the  first  form,  was 
doubtless  beneficial,  when  adopted  soon  after  the 
attack  ;  not  after  the  disease  had  advanced  seve- 
ral days.  It  appeared  to  have  the  best  effect, 
taken  as  largely  as  the  patient  could  bear,  by  a 
iarge  orifice. 

Blistering,  I  have  found  an  important  auxilia- 
ry, in  every  form  of  the  epidemic  ;  and  I  have 
probably  made  use  of  it  more  liberally  than 
most  of  the  physicians  in  this  quarter.  Profuse 
sweating,  I  consider  highly  injurious;  I  have  not 
known  of  its  having  been  practised  in  this  quar- 
ter to  the  extent  that  has  been  spoken  of.  In 
all  the  patients  there  appeared  want  ©faction,  or 
obstruction  in  the  capillary  vessels.  It  has  been 
an  important  object  with  me  to  promote  expec- 
toration, and  of  course  gentle  diaphoresis.  In 
the  inflammatory  form,  1  g-ave  no  calomel  ex-.epfc 
to  evacuate  in  the  first  instance.  In  some  cases 
I  gave  antimonials,  generally  the  ipecacuan  in 
small  repeated  doses;  in  a  few  cases-,  digitalis, 
with  apparent  good  effect. 

In  the  other  form  1  gave  mostly  antimonials 
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as  the  bowels  were  more  inclined  to  constipa- 
tion in  this,  I  frequently  gave  from  3  to  8.  grs. 
of  calomel;  in  a  i'ew  cases,  muriatic  acid,  with 
benefit.  I  frequently  found  stimulants  neces- 
sary. 

During  the  last  five  months  I  have  had  more 
than  70  strongly  marked  cases;  i  have  lost  9. 
1  have  also  visited  more  than  30  patients,  at- 
tended by  other  physicians.  The  epidemic  has 
attacked  mostly  adults.  I  have  observed  but  3 
or  4  cases  of  it  among  children.  As  far  as  1 
have  observed,  it  has  fallen  on  persons  over  20 
yrs.  of  age,  of  all  constitutions,  temperate  and 
intemperate.  It  has  probably  been  rather  more 
fatal  among  intemperate  people,  and  those  over 
the  age  of  40.  artemas  johnson. 
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In  the    optic  nerve  of  a  woman's  eye,  punc 
Jured  with  a    fork,  40    years  before   death,  and 
never  distended  afterwards  with  its  humours,  no 
difference  was  perceptible    between  it  and    that 
of  the  sound  side. 

We  have  the  scull  of  a  man  set.  60  yrs.  who 
began  to  grow  deaf  at  25,  and  at  37  was  unable 
to  distinguish  any  sound.  The  right  meatus  au- 
diiorius  externus  is  so  nearly  closed  by  bone,  as 
to  admit  but  a  small  probe  ;  the  left  has  an  aper- 
ture but  little  larger,  with  considerable  exosto- 
sis around  the  orifice. 


A  negro,. 42  years  old,  at  the  north  end  of 
Boston,  who  has  taken  large  quantities  of  mer- 
cury 5  times,  for  the  venereal  disease,  has  a 
tumour  growing  on  the  sclerotica,  above  the 
cornea,  under  the  upper  eyelid,  as  large  as  a 
filbert. 

E.  G.  a  prostitute,  aet.  28,  extremely  debili- 
tated, has  a  fungous  tumour  resembling  carcino- 
ma, appended  to  the  perineum  and  sphincter  ani, 
larger  than  a  hen's  egg,  acutely  sensible  ;  and  it 
increases  rapidly.  She  has  been  salivated  for 
the  venereal  disease  9  times. 


A  gentleman  in  Windsor  co.  Vt  whose  hear- 
ing is  perfect,  can  smoke  for  an  hour  together, 
and  puff  the  smoke  out  at  the  ears,  alternate- 
ly. There  is  a  black-smith  in  the  same  place, 
who  has  but  one  turbinated  bone  in  the  right 
nostril ;  we  have  repeatedly  seen  him  put  a  nail, 
3  inches  long,  into  his  mouth,  and  push  it  out 
at  the  nose  with  his  tongue ;  also  put  a  cord  in- 
to his  mouth,  and  withdraw  it  from  the  nose. 


The  Liver  is  a  glandular  substance,  the  larg- 
est of  the  body,  situated  in  the  right  hypoeon- 
dre,  extending  to  the  left,  connected  to  adjacent 
parts  by  duplicatures  or  ligaments  of  the  perito- 
neum. It  is  composed  of  tubes,  supplied  with 
sets  of  vessels  ;  the  nerves  are  small.  The  bili- 
ary and  cistlc  ducts  unite  to  form  the  ductus  cho- 
ledochus,  which    enters   obliquely  isto    the  duo- 


denum, acting  as  a  valve 


.o    prevent    regurgita- 


tion of  bile.  The  bile  is  not  constantly  perco- 
lating from  the  gall-bladder;  nor  does  the  per- 
colation depend  merely  on  pressure,  but  on  sym- 
pathy with  the  ductus  communis.  This  duct  is  of 
fibro-ligamentous  structure.  Biliary  calculi  are 
not  projected  by  contraction  of  this  duct,  but  by 
accumulation  of  bile  behind  them.  The  liver 
adheres  to  the  diaphragm,  and  moves  with  it. — 
The  full  gall  bladder  usually  projects  over  the 
anterior  edge  of  the  liver.  Yellow  bile  becomes 
ercea  and  more  bitter  ia  this  cist 


Yellow  Fever  principally  affects  the  biliary 
system.  Albumen,  and  a  fluid  of  the  colour  of 
coffee-grounds,  have  been  found  in  the  gall-blad- 
Jer  after  this  disease.  Tne  liver,  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  alimentary  canal,  muscular  part  of 
ihe'heart,  coritcal  part  of  the  brain,  are  equally 
liable  to  be  affected.  In  my  practice  I  tried,  1st, 
to  evacuate  the  alimentary  canal,  and  of  course 
the  bile,  to  prevent  or  take  off  irritation  from 
their- presence.  2nd,  1  applied  cold  to  the  head, 
which  had  great  tendency  to  reduce  the  frequen- 
cy, and  restore  the  tone  of  the  pulse.  3d,  ac- 
tive emetics,  as  observed  from  their  useful- 
ness, 1798. 

Active  remedies  should  be  applied  promptly 
and  in  season.  Narcotics  operate  peculiarly  on 
the  biliary  organs.  In  chronic  affections  of  the 
liver,  as  jaundice,  the  best  remedies  are  narcot- 
ics ;  all  uncooked  vegetables  are  narcotic ;  coni-, 
um  maculatum  is  considered  almost  specific  in 
(his  complaint.  Mercury  1  scarcely  think  of 
using  in  it.       N 

Yellow  fever  proceeds  from  the  over  power- 
ful, and  jaundice  from  the  diminished  effect  of 
narcotics  on  the  system ;  consequently,  by  a  too 
free  use  of  narcotics  in  the  one,  the  other  may 
be  partially  produced,  whereas  the  remedy 
would  be  worse  than  the  disease. 

The  spleen  is  attached  to  the  great  extremi- 
ity  of  the  stomach,  is  often  enlarged,  sometimes 
so  as  to  extend  to  the  right  iliac  fosse.  I  had  a 
patient  with  spleen  enlarged  after  severe  bilious 
fever.  Two  children  died  in  consequence  of  the 
spleen  being  very  much  enlarged;  more  of  the 
same  family  were  affected,  presenting  a  resem- 
blance to  remittent  fever.  This  viscus  is  appa- 
rently diseased  independent  of  the  liver,  but  the 
liver  generally  suffers  in  consequence.  I. 


Anatomy  of  those  Organs  which  affect  the  Voice. 
Continued  from  page  39. 

The  larynx  is  the  superior  extremity  of  the 
windpipe  ;  the  pomum  adami,  or  the  prominent 
part  of  the  throat  in  the  anterior  and  upper  part 
of  the  neck,  is  formed  of  two  trapezoid  elastic 
cartilages,  laterally,  united  anteriorly,  forming 
the  ridge  on  this  point,  in  front  of  the  throat; 
posteriorly,  these  cartilages  stand  an  inch  or 
more  asunder,  but  closed  by  another  partially 
bony  cartilage,  which  has  a  ring  below  the  thy- 
roid wings,  to  keep  the  trachea  equally  distend- 
ed, like  a  hoop  in  the  mouth  of  a  bag;  this  sends 
up  a  wide  process,  which  constitutes  the  back- 
wall  of  the  larynx;  hence,  presenting  a  ridge  in 
front,  and  broad  surface  posteriorly,  we  readily 
conceive  of  its  triangular  form.  The  two  later- 
al wings,  thyroid  cartilages,  on  their  upper  edge, 
on  the  posterior  angles,  where  they  uaite  with 
the  cr;co:d  or  process  of  the  round  cartilage, 
have  a  hook  like  process,  standing  up  1-8  inch 
above  the  common  level  of  the  cartilages,  to 
which  the  os  hvoides  or  bone  of  the  tongue  is 
articulated.  The  rising  and  falling  of  the  han- 
dle of  a  pail,  weuld  completely  illustrate  the 
situation  of  this  bone,  and  this  union  with  the 
larynx. 

From  the  front  of  the  os  hvoides,  which  can 
be  felt  above  the  larynx  by  the  finger,  there  is 
a  valve,  shaped  much  like  an  artichoke  leaf,  or 
half  a  tea-spoon  bowl,  which  covers  the  top  of 
the  larynx  ;  it  is  called  epiglottis, — the  space  it 
covers,  the  glottis. 

The  tongue  is   attached   to  the  os    hyoides? 


which,  shaped  much  like  a  horse  shoe,  is  fasten- 
ed at  each  extremity  to  the  horns  of  the  thyroid 
cartilages;  when  the  tongue  is  thrust  out  of  the 
mouth,  it  draws  the  bone  up  from  the  top  of  the 
larynx.  Between  the  os  hyoides  and  anterior 
edge  of  the  larynx,  from  one  horn  round  to  the 
other,  there  is  an  elastic  membrane,  which  not 
only  ties  the  parts  together,  but  assists  to  form 
the  pharynx,  or  distended  mouth  of  the  oesopha- 
gus, leading  to  the  stomach.  Looking  into  the 
throat,  we  perceive  an  arch  just  beyond  the 
lower  double  teeth;  a  little  beyond  this,  another 
arch  precisely  like  it : — on  the  top  of  the  pha- 
rynx or  gullet  the  arches  come  to  a  point,  but 
diverge  at  the  bottom  ;  in  the  space  between  the 
two,  are  the  tonsils.  The  first  arch  is  called 
the  isthmus  faucium  ;  the  place  "between  the 
two  arches,  the  fauces.  A  fleshy  curtain  hangs 
from  the  top  cf  the  first  arch,  with  a  fleshy 
knob  in  its  cefttre  ;  this  curtain  is  the  velum  pen- 
dulum palati ;  it  acts  like  a  valve  in  vomition,  to 
prevent  any  thing  from  passing  into  the  nose; 
when  much  relaxed,  it  flutters  in  hard  breathing, 
producing  snoring. 

On  the  top  of  the  cartilage  which  makes  the 
back  of  the  larynx,  are  two  small  triangular  car- 
tilages, which  close  the  glottis,  leaving  only  a 
narrow  slit  between  them,  termed  the  rima  glot- 
tidis,  over  which  the  epiglottis  or  cover,  shuts, 
when  we  swallow,  that  the  food  may  slide  over 
it  into  the  oesophagus,  which  otherwise  would 
pass  through  the  rima  into  the  lungs,  as  some- 
times happens  in  hasty  swallowing,  producing 
spasm  and  cough.  Those  small  cartilages  which 
open  and  shut  by  the  action  of  delicate  muscles, 
are  called  arytenoid  cartilages,  or  eminences; 
their  opening  and  closing  varies  the  voice  from 
high  to  low  tones,  according  to  the  tension  of 
the  parts  or  width  of  the  opening,  from  a  relaxed 
state  of  the  governing  muscles.  Tiie  arytenoid 
muscles  command  these  eminences,  of  which 
there  are  7  pairs;  the  arytenoid  oblique  cross 
each  other,  drawing  from  the  base  of  one  car* 
tilage,  the  tip  of  the  opposite  one.  In  this  way 
the  high  and  low  tones  in  singing  or  talking,  are 
modulated.  Where  one  is  wanting,  as  frequent- 
ly is  the  case,  which  I  have  demonstrated  by 
dissection,  there  is  a  conclusive  reasion  why  the 
person  cannot  sing. 

The  ventricles  of  the  larynx  are  small  poach- 
es, made  by  three  ligaments  within  the  barrel, 
formed  by  the  three  cartilages  of  the  larynx. — 
By  lifting  the  epiglottis,  opening  the  rima  glotti- 
dis,  and  looking  down,  we  perceive  three  ribbon 
like  ligaments,  from  one  angle  of  the  laryngeal 
walls  to  the.  other,  makrqg  a  complete  triangle, 
and  still  lower  another  set.  In  the  interstices  of 
the  superior  and  inferior  ligaments,  on  each  side, 
is  a  fissure,  leading  to  a  small  membranous  cavi- 
ty, with  its  bottom  turned  outward.  The  sinu- 
ses or  sounding  boards  of  the  voice  are  three,  viz. 
one  large  cavity  in  the  sphenoid  bone,  one  in 
the  centre  of  the  cheek  bone,  the  third  in  the 
os  frontis. 

These  cavities,  large  in  adults,  in  "proportion 
to  the  strength  of  the  voice,  cannot  be  distin- 
guished in  the  fetus,  but  gradually  enlarge  with 
the  growth  of  the  child,  till  puberty,  when  there 
is  a  channel  opened,  communicating  with  aH  of 
them  freely.  This  is  called  the  evolution  of  the 
sinuses,  and  which  is  known  to  have  been  effect- 
ed by  the  vox  rauca,  or  changing  of  voice,  from 
boyhood  to  manhood.     The  schneiderian  ormu--- 
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cous  membrane  lines  all  these  cells,  and  extends 
through  the  cavity  of  the  nostrils.  The  mas- 
toid cells  are  small,  communicating  with  the 
ear;  in  the  knob  behind  the  ear,  called  mastoid 
process.  Sounds  are  reverberated  in  these  cells 
to  increase  hearing,  as  the  sinuses  in  the  bones 
of  the  i'ace,  have  a  direct  tendency  to  strengthen 
the  voice. 


BRONCHITIS. 

George  Carter,  ast.  40,  Dec.  6,  1813,  from  ex- 
posure to  great  heat  in  a  sugar-house,  to  which 
he  was  not  accustomed,  and  afterwards  to  the 
air,  was  attacked  with,  what  seemed  to  be,  symp- 
toms of  pneumonia.  These  becoming  daily 
more  severe,  on  the  20th  he  applied  for  relief, 
under  the  following  symptoms^ 

Great  pain  in  the  chest,  and  about  the  scrobi- 
culus  cordis  ;  dyspnoea  ;  inability  to  lie  on  either 
side,  or  on  the  back  ;  he  could  be  in  bed  only 
upright,  or  while  resting  his  head  on  his  hands 
and  knees,  with  the  trunk  bent  forwards;  he 
had  violent  cough,  and  spat  mucus,  of  purulent 
appearance;  passed  but  little  urine,  the  pulse 
was  extremely  rapid  and  full,  and  bis  counte- 
nance indicated  effusion  into  the  thorax. 

Dec.  21st,  16 — 20  oz.  of  biood  were  taken 
away  ;  also  22d,  a  blister  was  applied  to  the 
chest;  purgatives  administered;  six  drops  of  the 
tincture  of  digitalis  taken  thrice  a  day,  and  a 
lohoc  to  relieve  the  cough.  The  blood  exhib- 
ited no  buff.  He  found  but  little  benefit  from 
this  treatment ;  the  symptoms  continued  nearly 
as  violent,  and  he  was  obliged  to  sit  in  a  chair 
through  the  night,  as,  in  a  recumbent  posture  he 
was  threatened  with  suffocation,  so  laborious 
and  difficult  was  his  respiration.  Pulse  130,  but 
not  so  full ;  tongue  white.  He  was  directed  to 
take  one  grain  of  calomel,  and  two  grains  of 
powdered  squills  at  bedtime,  eight  drops  of  the 
tincture  of  digitalis  every  eight  hours. 

Dec.  24th.  Felt  fatigued  last, night,  and  desir- 
ed to  go  to  bed  ;  very  shortly  afterwards  was 
found  dead  on  his  side. 

The  thoracic  viscera  presented  externally, 
most  healthy  appearance;  the  pleura  had  no  in- 
flammatory appearance  ;  no  adhesions  were  form- 
ed, nor  was  there  any  effusion  into  the  cavity 
of  the  chest.  The  lun«-s.  examined  bv  the  hand, 
felt  natural.  The  pericardium  contained  about 
an  ounce  of  fluid,  of  a  red  tint;  no  peculiarity 
existed  either  in  the  structure  of  the  pericardi- 
um or  heart.  The  liver,  and  chylopoitic  vis- 
cera presented  every  mark  of  health 

The  interna!  iining  of  the  trachea,  bronchia?, 
and  their  ramifications,  was  inflamed  by  purulent 
secretion;  t!  e  bronchia;  were  filled  with  flu- 
id, through  alf  their  ramifications  which  coulc 
be  traced.  Delirium  frequently  attends  bron- 
chitis. 

DIGITALIS. 

it   22,  under   acute   pneumonia,  after 


sic  acid,  in  this  neighbourhood,  are  not  much  Jn 
its  favour. 

Kino,  with  opium,  has  often  great  effect  in 
lessening  expectoration,  and  repressing  febrile 
action  ;  in  several  cases,  where  I  used  supera- 
cet.  plumbi,  in  conjunction  with  opium,  it  at  first 
palliated  the  pectoral  affection  and  fever,  as 
did  Moos.  Orban's  pills ;  also  vinegar  and  other 
acids  in  various  forms  ;  of  which,  perhaps,  the 
best  is  infusion  of  red  roses,  with  muriatic  acid, 
made  palateable  with  sugar.  1  was  led  to  mu- 
riatic acid,  from  having  found  that  medicine  em- 
inently serviceable  in  scrofula,  when  taken  a 
long  while  in  large  quantities.  An  excellent 
pectoral  mixture  is  made  with  treacle,  honey, 
vinegar  and  laudanum.  Syrups,  prepared  with 
balsams  of  Peru  and  Tolu,  are  merely  pallia- 
tives ;  also  all  mucilaginous,  oily  mixtures.  In 
some  constitutions,  squill  made  into  a  balsam, 
with  flowers  of  benzoin,  nitrous  asther,  and  syr- 
up of  sugar,  seemed  to  have  wonderful  effect  in 
allaying,  or  obviating,  if  taken  in  time,  se- 
vere paroxysms  of  cough. 

At  a  verv  early  period,   then,  provided   there 

are    no    inflammatory  symptoms,   frictions,  with 

cold  vinegar   and    water    twice   a    day,  on    the 

breast  or  whole    body,  till   the   skin   is  dry,  ex- 

believe  that  all  its  beneficial  effects  mav  be    de-jercise    in    the  air,    on  horseback',  in  a  carriage, 


hip  joint,  with  high  fever.  25  oz.  of  blood  were 
taken  from  the  arm,  some  leeches  applied  over 
the  inflamed  joint.  The  blood  exhibited  on  the 
surface  of  its  crassamentum  a  thick  inflammato- 
ry crust;  its  serum  beautifully  transparent.  The 
following  day,  the  pulse  continuing  strong  and 
rapid,  he  was  directed  infusion  of  digitalis  1-2  oz. 
every  six  hours.  He  took  ii  four  times  before 
intermission  in  his  pulse  became  very  evident, 
and  he  complained  of  slight  vertigo.  He  was 
desired  to  discontinue  the  medicine  and  keep  in 
bed.  At  the  end  of  12  hours  from  this  time,  a 
nurse  informed  me  of  his  dissolution.  All  the 
thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  were  free  from 
disease. 

I  could  recite  other  cases  in  which  digitalis 
destroyed,  after  being  continued  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod ;  and  very  man}',  in  which  the  patients  nar- 
rowly escaped.  1  have  seen  it  given  in  large 
doses  a  great  length  of  time  without  producing 
the  slightest  effects.  On  some  persons  it  acts 
as  a  powerful  and  deadly  poisun ;  on  what  pecu- 
liarities this  depends,  Ave  are  ignorant.  Should 
the  effect  be  too  powerful,  we  cannot  moderate 
it. — The  life  of  a  man  under  this  medicine,  is  in 
perpetual  jeopardy  ;  incautious  or  accidental  ele- 
vation of  his    body  may  destroy  him.      I    firmly 


rived  from  ipecac,  squills,  and  tartarized  antimo 
ny,  in  nauseating  doses. 

A  small  quantity  of  syrup  of  opium,  or  white 
poppies,  held  in  the  mouth  a  length  of  time,  and 
swallowed  very  gradually,  will  allay  irritation  at 
the  upper  part  of  the  trachea,  and  disposition  to 
cough  more  effectually  than  if  immediately  re- 
ceived into  the  stomach.  I  have  seen  benefit 
from  keeping  a  piece  of  sulphate  of  alumine 
constantly  in  the  mouth.  js.  bedoingfleld. 

Bristol  Infirmary,  Etig. 


-a  moderate  bleeding,  was  directed  infusion  of 
digitalis,  1-2  oz.  every  six  hours.  Took  three 
closes,  died  in  24  hours,  in  the  act  of  raising  her- 
self from  the  pillow.  Traces  of  inflammation 
were  discovered  vvithin  the  lungs  and  pleura, 
not  at  all  sufficient  to  account  for  the  death.  No 
■effusion  into  the  thoracic  cavity.  The  inner 
coat  of  the  stomach  was  free  from  peculiar  dis- 
eased appearance.  All  the  abdominal  viscera 
svore  sound. 
— — i,  3?t  23,  had  excessive  pain  in  the  right 


HEMOPTYSIS. 

Read  before  the  Clydesdale  Med.  Society,  Dec.  6, 
1822,  by  Js.  Hume,  M.  D.  of  Hamilton,  near 
Glasgow,  Scotland. 

Unless  in  the  first  attack  of  hemoptysis,  when 
every  thing    indicated    strong    inflammatory  ac- 
tion, I  have  always  found    general    blood-letting 
hastened  the  fatal  termination   of  the   disorder; 
iocal  blood-letting  is  often  serviceable,  if  previ- 
ously the  patient    is  not  too  much    reduced.     In 
one  case,  where  hemoptysis   had   returned  with 
unusual' violence,  and  when  there  was  apparent- 
ly strong    arteria!   action,  venesection    was    em- 
ployed   with    immediate    relief    of    the    urgent 
symptoms,  but  in  a  day  or  two,  purulent    expec- 
toration followed,  with  hect:    fever,  which    con- 
tinued till  death.    Digitalis,  m inflammatory <iascs, 
and    when    the    patient  is  not  much  debilitated, 
i  have  used  often    wi'h    decided    benefit;    when 
(here    is   purulent  expectoration  and  debility,  it 
is  worse  than  useless.     In    one    case,  when    the 
pulse   was  120,  and  feeble,  and  there  was   much 
purulent  expectoration,  1  gave  it,  from  the  28th 
of  March,  to  the  11th  of  April,  gradually  increas- 
ing to  100  drops  of  the  tincture  in  24  hours.     It 
was  discontinued,  on  account  of  its  causing  pain 
in  the    stomach,  want    of  appetite,  and   waking 
dreams  ;    the  patient,  without   knowing  what  it 
was,  refused  to  take  any  more  of  it.     It  lessened 
febrile  rction,  and  produced  great  flow  of  urine  ; 
but  in  (his,  as  well  as  every  similar  case  I    have 


on  foot,  in  a  swing,  nourishing,  plain  food,  taken 
at  such  intervals  as  not  to  load  the  stomach, 
are  the  most  proper  remedies.  Pain  in  an}'  par- 
ticular part  may  be  removed  by  leeches,  aro- 
matic embrocations,  blisters,  or  tartar  emetic- 
ointment.  In  one  case,  where  its  frequent  ap- 
plication failed  to  produce  pustules,  the  patient 
complained  of  inexpressible  anxiety  and  uneasi-. 
ness  in  the  epigastric  region. 

Consumption,  in  the  generality  of  cases,  orig- 
inates in  a  scrofulous  constitution.  The  attempt 
at  cure,  is  it  not  to  invigorate  the  constitution 
by  exercise  in  pure,  open  air,  and  by  bath  ? 

Where  the  skin  glows  with  much  heat,  where 
the  pulse   is  firm,    strong,    and    quick,  with    se- 
vere topical  pain,  we  see   the   propriety  of  an- 
tiphlogistic  regimen.     Should  we  do  so    where 
there  is  merely  chronic  inflammation,  and  where, 
though  the  pulse  is    quick,  it  is  from    debility? 
On  approach  of  death,  in  very  old  or  infirm  per- 
sons, the  putee  beats  with  very  increased  quick- 
ness.    When  the  heart  has  little  ability  to  send 
forward  its  contents,  its  efforts  are  more    feeble, 
but  more  frequently  made.     That    quickness  of 
the  pulse,  then,  and  febrile  heat  which    are    oc- 
casioned  by  ulceration  of  the  lungs,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  chronic  inflammation,  cannot  be  cured, 
by  such    means  as  depress    the    general    vigour 
of  the  system.     If  a   patient,   emaciated,    with 
feverish  symptoms,  had  foul  ulcers  on  his  limbs, 
would  any"  physician  prescribe  blood-letting  and 
.ourginr'?     Would    he  not    try  to  invigorate  the 
system,  that  the  vessels  may  recover  their  tone  1 
—See  Medical  Intelligencer,  page  38. 

"•We  are  too  apt  to  think  inflammation  has 
existed  wherever  we  see  in  the  dead  body  san- 
guineous injection  and  redness." — Bordeu. 

"  Such  injections  are  often  rather  a  symptom 4'£ 
weakness  and  inactivity." — A.  Petit. 

Ptt.es  on  the  European  continent  are  more  fre* 
quent,  and  consumption  less,  than  in  Great  Brit- 
ain.    The  Germans  and  French  think  piles  high- 


used  it  in,  there  was  great  reason  for  believing  hy  preventive   of    consumption.     During  iSstub. 
it  hastened  death.     The  trials  made  with   Prus-  w  stno,  consumption  is   often  suspended ;    whefe 
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a  fistula  suddenly  heals,  in  unsound  people,  con- 
sumption often  follows;  and  during  consump- 
tion, the  menstrual  function  is  often  suspend- 
ed ;  and  during  pregnancy,  consumption  seems 
suspended. 

,  had  all  the  symptoms  of  consumption  ; 

several  distinguished  physicians  thought  they 
could  not  relieve  her.  The  symptoms  disap- 
peared as  soon  as  puberty  was  established,  till 
the  turn  of  life,  and  then  returned.  Soon  after, 
piles  appeared,  and  the  symptoms  gave  way. — 
Between  60  and  70  years  of  age  the  piles  ceas- 
ed ;  she  died  with  cough  and  expectoration. 

,  aet.  25  yrs.  tail  ;ind  thin,  had  constant 

severe  pain  between  his  shoulders,  cough,  much 
expectoration,  emaciation,  progressively  increas- 
ing debilitjr,  notwithstanding  various  means.  Six 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  rectum.  He  recov- 
ered. 


A  negpo  child  in  May  St.  5  yrs.  old,  was  taken 
a  few  months  since,  without  apparent  cause, 
with  a  severe  pain  in  the  ball  of  the  right  eye. 
A  carcinomatous  tumour  has  appeared  above 
■the  cornea,  under  the  upper  eyelid,  large  as  a 
hazel  nut,  with  enlargement  of  the  whole  eye, 
extensive  inflammation,  and  total  loss  of  vision. 
For  the  last  ten  days  the  increase  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly rapid. 

Rupture  of  the  Uterus. 
**,  act.  33,  has  had  7  children,  after  6  hours 
of  apparently  natural  labour,  seemed  extreme- 
ly exhausted.  The  fetus  was  found  in  the  ab- 
domen, and  in  2  hours,  at  7,  P.  M.  as  she  became 
somewhat  recruited,  it  was  extracted  by  the 
feet,  followed  by  the  placenta,  without  great 
hemorrhage;  after  which  she  was  exceeding!)' 
exhausted.  Next  day  she  became  considerably 
recruited,  complained  of  discomfiture  from  want 
of  change  of  dress,  and  insisted  on  making  the 
change,  during  which,  she  helped  herself  much. 
&  immediately  became  much  and  permanently 
exhausted.  Two  days  after,  her  pulse,  which 
had  been  160,  was  116.  She  died  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  at  3,  P.  M.  Decomposition  rapidly 
followed. 

Sept.  1,  1820,  10,  P.  M.  Catharine  Dorety, 
aet.  25,  mother  of  two  children,  became  in  la- 
bour. She  had  scoured  her  floor  and  done  much 
work  the  day  before.  Her  pains  were  small, 
and  she  rather  languid,  till  Sept.  2,  1  1-2,  A.  M. 
when  she  had,  I  was  told,  two  very  severe  throes, 
after  which  her  pains  were  very  small,  pulse 
very  weak  and  quick,  and  she  very  languid. — 
She  could  not  be  induced  to  take  any  cordial, 
not  even  a  drop  of  water.  The  mouth  of  the 
womb  was  completely  dilated. — '3,  P.  M.  the 
Vertex  was  so  low,  it  seemed  as  if  two  or  three 
pains  would  accomplish  deliver}'.  4,  A.  M.  the 
woman  was  more  languid,  pulse  quicker,  the 
Ghild  receded  under  the  touch.  She  turned  to 
her  left  side  ;  the  placenta  was  excluded,  follow- 
ed by  nearly  a  pint  of  blood;  a  cold  sweat  ap- 
peared, and  death  followed.  By  pressure  on 
the  abdomen,  a  flaccid  body  was  felt  in  the  place 
which  the  head  had  occupied,  and  every  part 
of  the  child  could  be  distintly  felt.  In  pressing 
the  right  hand  into  the  womb,  laceration  was 
quite  perceptible.  The  abdomen  being  com- 
pressed by  the  left  hand,  the  feet  were  seized 
with  the  right,  and  the  dead  child  extracted,  a 
portion  of  intestines  following. — The  woman  had 


been  despondent  for  2  months,  had  committed 
her  children  to  the  care  of  a  friend,  and  had 
made  confession  to  the  priest,  feeling  u  that  she 
should  not  6urvive  her  delivery." 

Though  rupture  of  the  uterus  is  said  to  have 
occurred  11  times  in  30  years,  to  the  observa- 
tion of  one  accoucheur,  Gregoire,  1724,  yet.  in 
the  hospital  Matcvite,  Paris,  (described  in  p.  5, 
Med.  Intel.)  of  20,357  deliveries,  before  1819, 
it  occurred  but  once. —  It  seldom  happens  but 
to  women  who  have  had  several  children. — It 
has  happened  when  the  sufferer,  in  travail,  has 
violently  drawn  her  shoulders  back,  or  made 
sudden  effort  to  expel  the  child. — A  woman  to 
whom  it  occurred  under  the  observation  of  M. 
Peu,  lived  8  days. 

■  —WW—  —  ■- 

Sesamum  Tndicum,  Bhene-Plant. — I  cultivated  a 
dozen  of  the  plants  last  summer,  from  the  seeds. 
A  green  fully  grown  leaf,  in  1 — 3  tumblers  of 
cool  water,  forms  immediately  a  clear,  mucilagi- 
nous, insipid  infusion,  which,  from  my  trials  of  it, 
I  think  invaluable  in  dysentery,  and  cholera  of 
infants,  other  proper  means  being  used.  An  in- 
fusion from  dry  leaves  requires  more  time.  Sev- 
eral physicians,  who  had  witnessed  the  use  of  the 
infusion,  have  applied  to  me  for  the  plant. 

Baltimore,  July  14.  Js.  Smith,  M.  D. 

■WV\       ■-■nil     .. 

Use  of  fruit. — The  diseases  from  eating  fruit, 
originate  more  frequently  in  consequence  of  its 
quantity,  than  qualities.  Most  of  the  cultivated 
fruits  contain  malic  acids,  as  the  garden-plumb, 
apple,  pear,  &c.  The  whortleberry,  currant, 
strawberry,  cherry,  gooseberry,  &c.  abound  in 
a  nearly  equal  mixture  of  malic  and  citric.  The 
malic  is  less  injurious  to  the  stomach,  even  in 
large  quantities,  than  the  citric,  or  its  combina- 
tion with  other  acids;  hence,  cider  can  be  taken 
in  larger  quantity  than  lemon  juice. 

Flatulency  is  a  common  consequence  of  eat- 
ing crude  fruits.  Water-melons  have  a  watery, 
diuretic  liquor,  with  a  small  quantity  of  sugar  in 
solution  ;  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  injure  the  di- 
gestive organs  by  taking  larere  quantities,  even 
many  times  in  the  day.  When  the  stomach 
wants  power,  and  the  bowels  are  irritated,  bile 
is  secreted  in  enormous  quantities,  in  the  sum- 
mer, under  particular  degrees  of  atmospheric 
heat,  almost  invariably  terminating  in  cholera  ac- 
cidentalis.  so  fatal  to  young  people  in  our  cli- 
mate. There  is  more  safety  in  gratifying  the 
palate  with  fruits  in  the  cold  season,  than  in  the 
warm. 


on  which  shall  be  written  some  device  or  sentence,  and 
within,  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The 
same  device  or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  disser- 
tation to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Committee,  from  whom  their  authors 
may  obtain  them,  if  called  for  within  one  year. 


Botlston  tp.ize  aiiESTioNS. — The  following1  consti- 
tute the  subjecls  for  the  prize  dissertations  for  1824. 

1.  On  the  diseases  resembling-  Syphilis,  and  the  best 
mode  of  treating  such  diseases. 

2.  How  long1  may  the  body  remain  immersed  in  wa- 
ter without  extinction  of  life  ;  at  what  period  after  im- 
mersion will  it  be  useless  to  employ  restorative  means  ? 

'  Disertations  must  be  transmitted  (post  paid)  to  Da- 
vid Townsenp,  M.  D.  of  Boston,  on  or  before  the  first 
dav  of  April,  1824. 

The  subjects  of  prize  dissertations  for  1825,  are  the 
following'. 

1.  To  what  extent  has  the  Vaccine  disease  been 
found  a  preventive  of  Small-pox  ? 

2.  On  the  History  of  the  autumnal  fevers  in  New- 
England. — The  writers  on  this  subject  are  not  expect- 
ed to  discuss  the  causes  or  mode  of  treatment  of  such 
fevers,  as  the  latter  will  constitute  questions  for  future 
dissertations. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  each  of  these 
subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  the  premium.  Each  dis- 
sertation must  be  accompanied  with   a   sealed   packet, 


The  Medical  Lectures  in  the  University  of  Maryland 
will  commence  on  the  last  Monday  of  Oct. 
John.  B.  Davidge,  M.  D.  on  Surgery, 
Elisha  De  Butts,  M.  D.  on  Chymistry, 
Nathaniel  Potter,  M.  D.  on  Practice  of  Physic, 
Granville  Sharp  Pattison,  M.  D.  on  Anatomy, 
Samuel  Baker,  M.  D.  on  Materia  Medica, 
Maxwell  Mc  Dowell,  M.  D.  on  Institutes  of  Physic, 
Richard  W.  Hall,  M.  D.  on  Midwifery. 
The    Infirmary  attached   to   the   University,   havin^- 
been  finished,  the  Clinical   Lectures  on   Medicine  and 
Surgery,  will  commence  the  first  week  in  the  season. 

WW 

In  a  village,  5  miles  from  Boston,  6  children 
have  been  born  this  week,  two  of  which  were 
twins,  who  died;  also  two  of  the  others. 


12  cases  of  dysentery,  also  3  of  cholera,  have  come  to 
our  knowledge  this  week,  besides  those  in  the  report  of 
burials.  Some  of  them  are  said  to  have  a  typhoid  char- 
acter. 

WEEKLY  REPORT    OE  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING    SEP- 
TEMBER 29,  FROM  THE  HEALTH    OFFICE'S  RETURNS. 

Aug.  Disease  Age 

29  John  Jarvis,  Nephritis  17 
"    Diana  Frisby, 

30  Mary  Tracey,          Consumption  29 
Betsey  Learned,      Dysentery  55 

31  Sarah  A.  Stanton,  Fits  4 
Tewksbury,    Still  born 

"  John  Cram,  Tremulous  delirium,  with 

inflammation  of  stomach      30 
Alex.  Greenwood,  Dysentery  9 

Batts,  Still  born 

Mary  Taylor, 

Catharine  Adams,    Consumption 
Sept. 

1  Eliza  Bates,  Enteritis 
Hezekiati  H.  Bates,  Teething- 

Brnd}',  Still  bom 

George  W.  Brown,    Dysentery* 
Lovelock,  Still  born  , 

2  Levi  Bixby,  Accidental 

4  Mary  A.  Livingston,  Infantile 
Joseph  H.  Thwing,     Dysentery 
Elizabeth  Danforth,  Consumption 

'  Martha  Learned,  Dysentery 

Sarah  Baldwin,  Consumption 
Edward  Fessenden,    Drowned 

Man  unknown,  Suicide 

■ Tuckerman, 

Betsey  B.  Bird,         Liver  complaint 

5  Eliza  A.  Conant, 


n 

47 

1 

16 


19 

6  .wks. 

11  mo. 

2 

50 

33 

16 

15  days 

43 

15  days 

*  See  extract  from  S.  Thompson's  Sketch,  in  Med. 
Int.  p.  64. 


OCT.  A.  MARCH  will  commence  his  course  of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in  Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
18th.  Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the  best  method  to 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science.1'  Tickets 
10  dolls. 

RAMS.iY,  M.  D.  will  begin  a  course  of  Lectures 
on   Anatomy  at   the   middle  of  Oct.  which  will 
last  two  months.  Conway,  JV.  H. 
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Charlestown. 
An  operation  for  imperforate  anus  was  per- 
formed, Sept.  1 1,  on  a  child  3  days  old. — Some- 
times the  rectum  terminates  in  a  blind  sac, 
sometimes  is  obliterated,  sometimes  wanting-,  the 
colon  ending  in  a  blind  sac,  or  as  if  tied,  and  re- 
sembling- a  short  ligamentous  substance  ;  or  the 
place  of  the  rectum  is  supplied  by  a  thick,  fat, 
fleshy  substance.  An  operation  in  a  case  of  this 
sort  by  Binninge,  was  followed  by  death,  the 
second  day  after  birth.  In  imperforation,  colic, 
swelling  of  the  abdomen,  vomition,  convulsion, 
generally  result. 


dulla  oblongata.  The  ventricles  were  all  dis- 
tended by  coagulated  blood,  particularly  the 
fourth  ;  this  contained  1-2  oz.  and  was  so  distend- 
ed, the  texture  of  the  cerebellum  was  in  some  de- 
gree destroyed  :  the  other  three  contained  about 
as  much  more.  The  extravasated  blood,  includ- 
ing what  escaped,  ancl  the  coagula,  could  not  be 
less  than  two  ounces,  probably  three.  K.  T. 
Dorchester, 


,  at  birth,  1801,  seemed  perfectly  form- 
ed and  well,  8  or  10  days,  then  was  taken  with 
the  ordinary  symptoms  of  cold,  hoarseness,  cough. 
dyspnoea,  &c.  These  remained  a  long  time 
troublesome  ;  he  became  very  emaciated,  which 
was  attributed  partly  to  the  mother's  bad  health, 
consequently  she  was  a  bad  nurse.  He  re- 
mained thus  emaciated  till  he  was  about  a  year 
old  ;  then  he  began  to  grow  corpulent  and  fleshy, 
particularly  in  his  body.  He  continued  so  tili 
death;  his  extremities  small,  compared  with  his 
body  and  head.  As  soon  as  he  began  to  move 
much,  he  was  observed  to  be  very  asthmatic, 
and  his  countenance  livid.  Rest  generally  re- 
stored him.  Cold  aifected  his  respiration 
and  rendered  his  countenance  livid,  particular- 
ly his  lips,  and  the  ends  of  his  fingers,  in  which 
the  Blood  seemed  stagnant.  Eating  any  thing 
very  hot  produced  the  same  effect.  Hot  wea- 
ther had  nearly  as  bad  an  effect  as  cold.  If 
he  cut  himself,  the  blood  flowed  uncommonly 
dark  and  thick.  These  symptoms  and  effects 
continued  through  life.  His  mind  was  as  strong 
and  active  as  common,  and  he  made  greater  pro- 
ficiency at  school  than  his  mates  of  equal  age. 
As  his  age  increased,  his  health  mended.  He 
was  very  sensible  to  cold  all  his  life. 

1808,  he  fell  and  struck  his  head,  lost  his 
senses  some  hours;  one  eye  became  blind,  pro- 
bably from  inflammation. — Dec.  19th,  1812,  he 
supped  and  went  to  bed  as  well  as  usual;  soon 
vomited  three  times,  then  became  insensible,* 
with  the  sj'mptoms  of  apoplexy  about  three 
hours,  then  died.  His  pulse  early  became  very 
small  and  feeble,  the  respiration  less  sterterous 
than  common,  but  very  much  interrupted. 

Ten  hours  after  death,  the  pleura  and  peri- 
cardium contained  a  small  quantity  of  water, — 
the  intestines,  forty  or  fifty  lumbricoid  worms: 
the  stomach  was  empty,  the  large  veins  rather- 
full,  the  lungs  darker  than  common.  The  arte- 
rious  duct  could  admit  a  small  probe.  The  en- 
trance to  the  pulmonary  artery  was  indurated 
and  small,  compared  with  the  artery.  The 
ovalhole  was  one  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 

The  saw  wounded  the  dura  mater  ;  fluid  blood 
continued  to  drop  till  the  cranium  was  complete- 
ly removed.  The  vessels  of  the  brain  and  dura 
mater  were  all  uncommonly  distended  :  a  small 
coagulum  rested  under  the  beginning  of  the  me- 


the  temporal   artevy  ;  the  blood  was  as  dark  as  venous 
blood. 


An  epidemic  has  raged  fatally  among  the  sol- 
diers for  three  weeks,  and  is  still  daily  destroy- 
ing dozens  in  every  part  of  the  country.  Mea- 
sles prevailed  in  this  part  of  the  country  late 
last  fall,  particularly  among  the  soldiers.  The 
weather  was  very  changeable,  the  men  much 
exposed  in  tents. 

The  complaints  preceding  the  epidemic  were 
almost  entirely  well  marked  unequivocal  pleuri- 
sies, and  easily  jielded  to  the  usual  treatment. 
After  the  epidemic  had  ceased  among  the  troops, 
three  fourths  of  the  complaints  were  pleurisy, 
and  lung  fever.  The  rapidity  with  which  the 
epidemic  ran  its  course,  was  great.  The  attack 
in  all  the  numerous  cases  I  saw,  was  peculiar- 
only  for  its  extreme  violence  ;  from  it  alone  I 
deduce  all  the  symptoms,  which  so  easily  might, 
and  did,  mislead  many  ignorant  and  careless  ob- 
servers. The  pain  in  the  chest  was  extremely 
sharp;  in  some  cases  it  amounted  almost  to  tor- 
ture, with  full  impression  of  the  patients,  that, 
if  not  immediately  relieved,  they  must  die;  the 
breathing  was  very  quick  and  short ;  the  skin 
and  countenance  were  pale  and  shrunk,  the  fea- 
tures contracted,  the  expression  anxious,  the 
pulse  small,  wiry,  and,  none  but  an  accurate  ob- 
observer  in  many  cases  would  say — hard.  The 
symptoms  were  of  that  kind  which  have  been 
frequently  observed  in  inflammations  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  other  very  sensible  parts  ;  and,  as  in 
these  cases,  the  pulse  rose  and  became  more 
full  and  free,  from  bleeding  and  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  inflammation  more  obvious.  I  was  in  blood 
up  to  my  elbows ;  some  patients  I  bled  on  the  pa- 
rade, without  weight  or  measure,  three  or  four 
times  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Nearly  all  these 
patients  recovered.  Generally  after  four,  six, 
and  sometimes  two  hours'  delay  of  remedies,  all 
were  unavailing.  The  alarm  was  great ;  we 
saw  but  comparatively  few  patients  in  the  first 
attack.  Many,  attacked  while  1  was  in  the 
room,  being  thus   treated,  recovered.        J.  L. 

Burlington,  March  11,  1813. 

fn  a  child,  7  years  old,  the  whole  of  the  ve- 
lum pendulum  had  fallen  into  gangrene  ;  a  part 
of  it  had  become  sphacelated  and  discharged.    I. 


recumbent,  she  could  net  rest  without  repeated 
do^es  of  opium.  She  died  in  great  agony,  compar- 
ing her  feelings  to  "  a  burning  fire  in  the  bowels." 
The  left  side  of  the  fundus  of  the  uterus  was 
found  wholly  destroyed,  the  whole  organ  en- 
larged, scirrhous,  and,  two  hours  after  death,  al- 
most insupportably  fetid  ;  the  vagina  thickened, 
ulcerated,  and  considerably  diminished  ;  a  high, 
extensive  peritoneal  inflammation  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  vagina. 


Cancer  of  the  uterus. — An  aged  woman,  na- 
turally fleshy,  had  been  in  constant  pain  in  the 
pubic  region,  15  yrs.  There  was  a  daily  dis- 
charge from  the  vagina  of  fetid,  bloody  mat- 
ter, sometimes  excoriating,  at  others  copious,  with 
less  ichor.  1819  the  legs  beg-an  to  swell  enor- 
*  Being  unable  to  get  blood  from  a  vein,  I   opened  ^ously,  the  body  partook  of  the  enlargement  o 


the  lower  extremities,  appetite  was  poor,  strength 
prostrated,  and  such  extreme  pain,  when  she  was 


The  pulverized  root  of  white  hellebore,  ver- 
atrum  alburn,,  formerly  used  as  an  escarotic,  is  now 
used  by  a  practitioner  in  Vermont,  who  has  been 
remarkably  successful  in  healing  burns,  scalds, 
Sic.  by  sprinkling  it  on  the  ulcers. 

...       .     -vw^ — 

In  a  fully  grown  fetus,  the  stomach  and  great 
intestines  passed  through  a  preternatural  open- 
ing in  the  diaphragm,*  into  the  right  thoracic 
cavity,  compressing  the  lungs.  The  thymus- 
gland  was  perfect  on  the  right  side  only,  the 
left  ventricle  thrown  up.  alex.  ramsay. 

Savannah,  Feb.  7,  1817. 

REST. 

In  many  surgical  cases  the  indications  for  ab- 
solute rest  are  as  precise  as  in  fracture,  special- 
ly in  cases  affecting  the  joints.  Rest  is^so  often 
the  surest  method  to  the  surgeon  who  knows 
how  to  use  it,  we  may  consider  it  the  most  ex- 
tensive curative  medium ;  we  should  rely  on 
it  more  :  it  cannot  be  supplied  by  any  thing  else. 

When  a  bone  shows  tendency  to  project,  it 
should  be  quickly  relieved  from  the  weight  of 
the  parts  it  naturally  sustains,  till  it  loses  the 
tendency  to  project.  Beware  of  assigning  limits 
to  nature,  when  she  is  not  disturbed  by  improper 
measures.  Happy  termination  of  diseases  often 
seems  owing  to  nature  :  art  has  concurred  in  them 
no  farther  than  in  preventing  every  kind  of  mo- 
tion, or  change  of  posture,  which  might  keep  up 
irritation  of  the  parts  affected.  In  such  cases, 
nature  seems  to  invite  us  to  meditate  her  walks, 
fo  do  nothing  that  may  disturb  her  intent,  nor 
try  to  hurry  that  which  it  seems  can  be  the 
work  only  of  nature,  time  and  rest.  All  that 
art  should  attempt,  is  to  mitigate  the  pains,  irri- 
tation and  tension,  prevent  inflammation  and  sup- 
puration. Of  the  method  of  accomplishing  these 
objects,  rest  is  the  most  powerful ;  other  means 
are  accessory  helps,  whose  efficacy  is  as  they 
are  combined  with  rest.  Exercise  has  been  per- 
mitted and  recommended  in  cases  in  which  it 
could  not  but  be,  as  it    proved,  very  prejudicial. 

June  12th,  1820. — A.  M.  J.  since  Jan.  last,  has 
laboured  under  a  disease  of  the  right  hip-joint, 
which  came  on  with  uneasiness  about  the  knee, 
and  slight  weakness  and  limping  of  the  limb. — 
The  only  exciting  cause,  to  which  the  complaint 
could  be  attributed,  was  a  slight  fall,  a  day  or 
two  before  the  limping-  was  noticed.  Some  time 
after  the  lameness,  Dr.  T.  of  Malta,  visited  the 
child;  no  alteration  from  natural  shape  or 
appearance    of  the    limb    was   discovered,   but 


*  See  Med.  Intelligencer,  page  58. 
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emaciation  of  the 
was  rrerual  length  with  the  other. 
I    rtanzed  antim.  in  liniment 


knee.,  _\ad  the  part  core  red  witn  a 
bandage.  No  benefit  being  derives  fre 
menial  liniment,  bleeding ":  »es  i :  I  fa 


leg-,  which       We  eat  almost  all  oar  vegetable*  crude  aad  on-  f  phthisical  people.     The  sweet  matter  of  m\ 

ripe.     Our  garden  currant,  which  is  the  grape  of  this  expectoration  consists,  is.  at  Gist,  nutritive, 
to  f  Corinth,  is   seldom  fully  ripened.     We    eat  our  transuded  into   the  air-passages,  either    thin    or 


•  :  r  A . :  r 


muslin  com  green,  oor  beans,  encumbers  and  melons  : 
m  anti-  and,  for  the  most  part,  apples,  pears  and  plumbs. 
:  knee.  Potatoes,  aad  garden-roots,  generally,  are  gaih- 
and  a  blister  near  the  were    next    had  ered  long   before  they  are  ripe  :    that  is,  before 

recourse  to,  the  limb  ordered  to  be  kept  entire-[  their  vegetable  life  has  ceased  to  maintain   the 
ly  at  rest      The   hsease    s?on  became  aggrava-  firmness  of  their  struct  ore 
ted  :  the  local  irritation  occasioned  by  the  leech- 
es  and    blister  was     [tended  by  much  febrile  ex- 


While  fruit  retains   its  living   properties,  the  I 


digestive  organs  cannot  assimilate  : : 


oor  na- 


mixed  with  other  fluids. 

Sulphur,  sublimed  and  washed  from  all  acid, 
is  one  of  the-grea:rs:  remedies  which  can  be 
used  in  diseases  of  the  chest  I  a  fumigation,  it 
seems  to  preserve  all  its  erhcacy.  if  melted  with 
out  inflammation,  in  an  iron  vessel  heated  in 
rersely  as   the  inflammation.      P.  J.  G.  Cabavc 

Pa ris,  1S13. 


citezreir.         ch-  after  several  days,  Jed    .     tore;    ::    .s  discharged   unchanged.     We   kill 

sodorific  powders,       .  ■  "arm   bath. — 

A~  :nt  the  same  time  she  began  to  complain 
pain  ia  the  right  cr:  in  2nd  hip,  occasionally  ex- 
tending down  in  the  course  of  the  vastus   exter- 
__-:_.  :>:  -  ::"._;  i:r.-r  :       T:re  :..._".'.•'■  ..s    .  e r:  - 


.j  :nble  by  boikog  or  roasting  it.  before  it  is  I  R,iioriei  « 
. .    i  to  the  stomach.  bexj.  waterholsz. 


EPILITST. 
n  Oct.  6,   1816,  to  Feb.  12,    in  Hardu-idte 
Jlstflumfor  Insanity^  Dublin, 

J.  R.  incurably  insane  epileptic. — Oct  3,  1316, 
has  mild  nts  weekly,  or  oftener:  severe  repeat- 
ed exacerbations  for  6  davs.  with  furious,  lethar- 


at  intervals  of  6  cr   7    weeks, — 11th. 
days  before  an  expected  paroxysm,  he 
to   take   3ss    of  re::    sp.       ::.    thrice   daily 
3th,  a  paroxvsm  besran.  much    mil     ..  ;   ntinu 


begins 


A  Syrian  lost  L-  wife  :  he  often  Dnt  the  infant! 
:    his  breast,  to  quiet  him;   under  the  continual? 
little   forward,  which   position  was   found   most;  suction,  a  fluid  issued  from  the  nipple,  by  which 
comfortable:  attempt  to  extend  the  limb   ocea-|tDe  child  was  supported,  to  the  great  v. 
sioned  increase  of  pain.  the  whole  town. — Jfariptiirus.  Knigk;    -  Malta. 

She  was  affected  with  starlings  and  catcbinsrs!  1Q  *fie  village  of  A  .-_ as,  the  wife  of  Francis- 
daring  sleep,  and  sodden  fits  of  cr  g.  specialb  co  Lozano,  a  white  labourer,  ast  ...  Euro-  -  i:j- a  Par:A 'T 
;  ean  descent,  fallingsick,  he.  to  quie^  ^  daylong  which  the  medicme  was  not 
•okitinto  his  bed,  and  pressed  it  against  his  a5ed— 2  *  %  be8^  *  J^^Jp-  ^  a™d 
Till  that  dav.  he  never  remarked  that!  ^io?— 2b,ln*  ht  l:  sl  £ht  he  d: d  °ot  ,ose  re" 
hehad  milk.  when,  under  the  suction  of  the  coI,ec— —  •  a  fit  M  formerly,  but  without 
Jchild,  thick  and  rery  sweet  milk  became  accuA  "TSS  "f  ^ ?sclteme" ^  "Q  '**  a  ver-v 
statement  of  the  case  was  made  to  Drs.  Courier  mulated  in  the  breast :  it  erew  large,  he  suckled  "U?ht  f  ;  health  improved.— Jan.  9th,  a  severe 
and  Roulard,  who  readily  agreed  hers--  die!  the  child  5  months,  twice  or  thrice  daily,  under  ?VffF,  T«  medicine  is 
Mr-  e  in  the  first  stage.  By  comparison  of^he  observation  of  his  neighbours.  "..  .  ~' 
the  condyles of  the  os  femoris  and  accurate  mea- ,  proces-rarbal  directed  on  the^spot  to  confirm  this                                                        Bis  of  epilepsy,  at 


by  night,  daring  which  the   disease  was  aggra- 
ited     After  the  blister   was   healed,   vola:.  e 
liniment  and  bandage  were   continued   several  breast, 
weeks,  without  relief,  or  change  in  the  limb. 

auarantine,  at  Marseilles,  early  in  April,  a 


he  limb  was  found  to  be  half  an  inch '  fact     Ocular  witnesses   assured  us  that,  during  'D,terTa-         2,  5  or  6  weeks,  and    exacerba: 
longer  than  the  opposi  7 -ere  was  very  con-  the  suckling,  the  chdd  had  no  food  but   the   fa-  re  '  alsions  3  or 

siderable  enlargement  of  the  right  groin,  whirl,  ther's-milk.  Lozano  was  not  .:  Ar  is  -hen 
though  colourless,  was  highly  painful  to  the  j  we  were  travelling  in  the  Missions,  but  he  came 
touch.     Drs.  C.  and  R.  enjoined  entire  rest,  e--        ^e  us  a:  [    -  na.  with   his  son,  aet.  2 


times  yearly.     The    rr:s    are    always    preceded 

aad  followed  by  maniacal  excitement. — Oct.  t lth, 

he  begins  to  use  the  same  dc  ■  ;-.   a  ':.:'..  ;  re  ring 

"  iced  a  half. — 26th.  has  a   flt 

Dec.  9th.  return  of  the  d 


pecially  to  the  diseased  extremity,  and  immedi-  Bonpland  carefully  examined  the  fathers  breast, |  pm!^*^  are    red 
?.pphcation  often  leeches  over  the  hip.  near  a!*d  found  it  wrinkled,  as  in   women  who    have  ol  a  ^sw  mi011'85- — 
the   trochanter  major,  followed  by  a   rafaplasmpuckled.      The   left    breast    wss    most  dilated,  i^r,  without  mania  ;  health  improved.-lTth.  s 
of  linseed  meal  over  the  whole  part  affected.—  :i  ;-  io5es  ot    1_3  '  z — -TaD-  3d^  na-  a  fit- 

M.  7  years  epileptic,  ment:         risordered. 

T    e  Sts  are  monthly,  with  mania. — Oct.  11th.  be 

r    5  the  same  doses. — Dec.  10th,  has  two  par- 

In  the  surgical  wards.many  inflammafions  ?eerr    ssysms,    .ithout  excitation  of  mind. —  I    Eh-,  a  se- 

.    :.y    welL  even  by  night: — a   small  blister     ""  ratable  to   the  precaution  to  favour  access,  vere  paroxysm,  Jan.  T:h,  a  slight  one. 


part  affected. —  -  Lozano    explained  by  the   fact   tha: 

A   table  spooaful   of  elix.  amar.    was   directed  breasts  did  not  give  milk  equallv.     nomccr  r 

once  a  dry  :    12  ounces  »f  blood  were  exirac  I .  ^^^^ 

by  roe  leeches,  which  procured   temporarv  tc-1  HOTEL-DHU 

~  r  or  three  r  - s  the  child  rested  compar- 


-  applied  to  the  left  arm,  and 
kept  up  several  da   -. 

Among  the  chief  remedies.  Dr.  Couvier  very  oi'  death.     In   these  wards,   3000  patients   arenas  three  or  four  eekly,  often    3    daily.-^- 


[fischaige  renewal  and  circulation  of  air.     Pleurisy,  pner-       G.  3L  o  years  epileptic:  in  the  intervals  has 
jmonia,  and  peritonitis,  are   the  principal   :  Loses  iriatic  stupor:  is  the  worst  maniac  in  the  hospital 

Has  three  or  four  dfs  weekly,  often  3 
emphatically  recommends  best  and  Pi7:rr_:z.  _:  treated  yearly,  ;  rt  not  a  pound  cf  bark  is  csed  Oct.  11th,  begins  the  same  doses. — Nov.  4th,  £ 
fays  iftei  1  r  Z  "s  fiist  prescription,  he  ordered ^internall y.  The  mortality  is  1  :  IS  or  20.  Lithot-  Ats  in  theevenia?,  without  mania. — 9th,  3  fits. — 
repetition  of  the  bleeding,  and  a  large  blister!  om7  succeeds  in  5-6  of  the  cases:  operatirrs  for  Dec  2d,  z  6ts  after  a  quarrel. — 9tb.  1  h  and 
:  .:  the  trochanter  major,  also  cenuncation  oil  heraia  in  3-5 :  for  catarac : .  i  a  7-8;  for  iachr~-  19th,  has  slight  fits. — Jan.  10th,  several,  with  ma- 
the  :       r.  sm.     a  ..era  few  dav  s   the   elix.  amar.j  mal  fistufa,  by  introduction  cf  caaola  of  gold  :. 

T.  C.   T  years   epileptic,    b  ih  irregclar  roa- 


;  :  -rantinned.  an  anti-scorbutrc  substif oted.  1  phtrica,  in  19-20. — Dsputitr :  - . 
It  soon  indue:  :    :       i  was  discc-mineed. —       Snigical^Iinical   Iectrrres    are  given    "      Prol    nia,  has   tw      or   three  fits  daily,  or  by  night. — 

.:  tmherimpaired  appetite  and  health,  exl       ::r    F  :        rrea:    medical  clinical    lectures,  Oct.  11th.  begins  the  same  doses. — 2iih.  He  has 

:r_.r      ^-  r."  :r    .-.         :   r        lose,  orce  a    dav.  physicians  r:  the  .     r     lien:  each  physician  lee-   uot  any  day  had  more  than  one  paroxysm  ;    has 

:es  four  months:    viz.  M.  M.  Recamier,  P-  several  days  without  a  fit. — N:v.  " 


Hosson.  Aselin,  Borie,  dr  STontaiiru.  Ges 

.....  *fwm 

t  of  a  great  number 


for  5         I  -  it  proved  laxath  e.     T.  s   poul- 

tices      rrecontinced  5  wee.  -. 

-..:  right  unnecessary :   the   par        -  .the 

r     could  be  moved  about  without  pain.     She  "  naa  me   career   a  great  numDer   cf 

-recession  of  blisters  i  phthisic   i  people,  at  all  periods  of  the  disc: ise. 

a&c  E      :    r  the   salphnrous  bath  as  warm  a??  have  been  cnsalted   by  a  sfii!  greater  number. 

she  rould  bear  i:      The  ...      has  shortened    E»con?^dered  to  be,  being,    or   threatening   to  be 

-  -    -":  .-  evidentlv  bet-t  phthisical.     After  most  numerous,  and  attentive 

lei — She  died  -xra,  2  years  after,     j observation,  I   have  ever  found  it   very  diflicult 

^ ^^ [to  recognise    pus   in    their   expectoration.       I 

lew    - :       -      .      ve    find,  in 


-  slight  spasms,   arresting   him  a    V     ;       ads 


-    .            :-. — Dec.  ISth,   has   an    unusually  s .- - 
s  re  St,      :    .  at  mania ;  also  on  the  22d  and  A 
with  mental  disturbance:    the  ccsr  : ras- 

ed :  has  £'.s  at  interval;  :      .  i    jr  8  days. 

L  incurable  lunatic,  has  severe  epileptic 
rrs  twice  a  week  by  day,  oftener  :.  .  — 
Oct.  11th,  begins  the  same  doses.  First  month, 
Sts  milder  in  degree. — IS"cv.  23d,  no  fits  from 
now  tbev  recur  mildlv  at  nieht. — 


region,  au-  riy  venture  to  say  1  hav-    -  rer  seen  it—    he     ;:hinst., 

y  npe ;  or  up  to  that  line  of !  Vomicas  contain   unequivecal    pus;    it  follows •  Dec.  19th,  no   fits   bv  day  since   E 
nsai;-  ort  of  rottenness.     Ripe  wounds  which  penetrate  the  chest  and    empye-   iav  4.  one  with   mania— 27th    a   -, 

es  have  been  celebrated  v- mas  preceded  bv  inflammation :   bats  s  not  j  Jan.  7tb,  by  night, 

saw  ripe  graces  irr  Mas-    r  .  which,  from  the  time   of  Hippocrates,] slight :  scar" 

" is  thought  to  be  found  in  the  expectoration    . 


.3d  :    to- 
evere    fit  — 
ften  as   formeriv.  n 
'.--  y  ooce  a  week,  by  dav  :  less  coer- 
:irrr  _;.  r;.  :Lrrr  . ;:. rr 
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H   K.  Sept.  19tb,  had  a  series  of  fits,  through  Xov.  4.  she    began  to  take  11  _ 


six  successive  days,  with  maoia. — Oct.  lltb,  has 
such  an  exacerbation,  and  begins  the  same  doses. 
In  a  few  days  his  epileptic  symptoms  disappear- 
ed.— Xov.  I5lh.  has  a  severe  lit.  without  mental 
excitement. — loth  and  27th.  another,  with  distur- 
bance of  mind  :  then  his  health  greatly  improved  ; 
bv  the  last  news.  Jan,  7th.  he  has  had  no  mere 
epilepsy  or  mania. 


u-    or    ol.    tere-  l"e 


binth.  to  a  pint  of  mint-water,  which   had  an  im 
mediate  effect  in  abating  the    frequency  and  du- 
ration of  her  Ms.     She  became  more  lively   and 
for  the    first    time    replied  to  a  .mine, 

saving  the  medicine  had  dene  her  great  service 


-Reid, 


ill     the 


ond 


day  after  delivery,  had  deep  crimson  colour  on 
her  cheeks,  which  was  observed  in  most  of  those 
who  died  in  the  lying-in  ward,  and  is  reckoned 
a  fatal  sig-n.     She  died  6th  day. 

la  Aberdeen,  and  the  contiguous   country,  pu- 


Till  Dec.  4th.  -  had  nearly  disappeared,  erperal    fever   prevailed    equally  fatally,  from 

when,   without  any   manifest  cause,  they  be2rac:Dec.  H      .  to  3Iarch,  1792,  among  women  of  all 
to  recur  in  a  mitigated  and  less  frequent  degree  'constitutions  and  cla,-   - 

than    formerly.     I    directed  3ss  oil   of  torpen-      "Mis. .  Lhc    _-...'  eiself  secure,   beca 

E.  ,V.  apt  20,  4  years  subject  to  severe    par-  ■  tine,  to  be    taken    every  fourth  hour,  with   in.-  -  j  to  be  delivered  bv  me  :  I  shall  ever  re- 

oxvsms  of  epnepsy.     They  have  rapidly  mcrea- jmediate,    decided    benefit.     2.9th,    she    bad    re- g     -that  her    expectations    were    disappointed 
sed  in   frequency  and   seventy.     About   March ,  lapsed  to herformer  epileptic  habits S 


EDWARD    FEBCIVAL  ' 


1812.  2  or  3  occur  daily,  unremitting  succc  =  -_:  . 
of  paroxysms  in  the  afternoon,  with  alternate 
convulsion,  and  hxed  spasm  of  the  lower  limbs, 
abdominal  muscies  and  fauces,  for  4,  5,  8  hours  ; 
pan  of  the  time  perfect  insensibility,  acute    sof-  ver  first  appeared,  1809,  it  proved  fetal 

ing  mostly:    atier  the  fits,  great  lassitude  lor 
two  Leers,  and  frequent  fainting. 


See  p.  59. 


She  had  an  easy  labour,  and  was  perfectly  well 


till  the  day  after  delivery,  when  at  5,  P.  M.  she 
was  seized  with  a  shivering.  V.  S.  16  oz.  Sext 
morning  I  called  in  Sir  A.  B.  and  ordered  V.  S. 
10   oz.     In  the  evening  we  were  joined  b"   3 

he  third  morning  there  was  a  re- 
1000   the   fever  returned 


PUERPERAL    FEVER. 
In  Lells.  E  _-.  ■•:■  me  time  after  puerperal  fe 

in  e  •  ~boene 

J  case.    Afterwards  3  patients  oot  of  14  re  :      erec   :  ission :    in  the 

^er  the    treatment  formerlv  succe-;  ere.1  more  violently.     The  remainder  of  life  was  a 

April  18th, she  begins  to  take  oiloftarp.x.gtt  Ma-y  fell  victims  whose  circumstances  and  precau-  continued  confi  X      stressf  .1  to  the  sufferer  and 
every  tour  hours    lor   a    fortnight.— 20th,  men-  tions  m:ghl  have  beeQ  expecied  to  exempt  them,  spectators  :  the  intellect  began  to  suffer/' 
.         :^c^ed    ha^ng  been   suspenacd  6  or)ifany  Mh  ^ed.  Scarcely  an  instance       P^rperal  feaer,  as   ii  geared   in  St^ob*- 

beTStotakeLi  \tt£ :£^T^l^1TTa^\b^^baar-     ™  tbe  m0meDt  «™     -     -^t  watchings  setmed  to    predispose 

.  of  the  attack. the    patient  was   perfectly    well -to  child-bed  fever.     In  most  cases  in  whicn    it 

rom  I        fGA-  -shlvenng,  aDd  pam  about   the :  occurred,  the  birth  was  remarkablv  easv.     The 

>,sheis  occasionally  subject  J*^     *°  c^;  ^re  so  dangerous  as    those  I  disease  was  ushered  in  by  considerable  aaoetr 


has  2  mild  fits  :  she  has  neglected  her  bowels. 
Dec.  llth,  a  mild  fit;  begins  turp.  git.  40. 


which  were  mild  in  their  first  attack.     In  the=e 
abdominal  cramp  and  s,  then  she  reclines  on  the  treatment  was.  at  first,  attended  witfrall  the 

her  bed  ;  if  seized    suddenly,    falls.  socce 

Jane  Reid,    a? t.  30,  of  low  stature,  plethoric  sen0(j 
habit,  short  neck,  florid  countenance,  has   been 


uccess  that  could  be  wished,  the  pain  much  les 


The  milk  wa 


attack, 
natural. 


nearly  suspended  soon  after  the 
The    eyes  seemed    brighter   than  ~    - 
The  earlier  the    attack,  the    greater 


-it,  short  nect,l!ond   countenance,  has    been     ^^ch  th ?'di-^£   I  ^'7  a  respite    5eemed  the  danger.      The   sufferer  seemed    al- 

subject  to  epileptic   attacks    of  considerable  se-    o^fecSS  ^^  nmst  indifferent  to,  «  /curbed  by  objects  which 

ventv  1 4  vears  :  Erst  excited  bv  alarm  of  seeing !  Q°  j  "e  Dower  of  art  toTht^  "*"**  DOt !  bef°re  **"  '«*?«***                         -    « ^« 

a  man   fall  soddenly  into  convulsions.     Her   fit! '       .      P           ?        .               *'  ---"  ?ower 


of  disease,  which    could   in  a    :-  — 


occur  sometimes  twice  or  thrice  dailv,  or  twice  L  A  -OU?f  ?  £,  5CT2nd  C0D^utGt^n.  and  per- j  hours  paralyse  the  strongest  feelings.  Few  re- 
in the  week,  for  about  ten  minutes,  with  perfect  >  bealth-  ^ad  borae  ,maaJ  children,  paid  jnst  ::vered  who  complained  but  little,  or  who  were 
insensibility.  The  last  13  or  20  months,  her  in-  iattent}on  to  the  state  ot  her  hotels  during  preg-j  trembhngly  alive  to  surrounding  impressions— 
act  hasbeen  much  disturbed:  she  is  s  :':'ect  !naDC-T-  residing  in  an  elevated  country  house.  Cases  attended  with  repeated  shivering?,  and  a 
to  alternate  fits  of  dulness  and  frenzy.  Active  :T,6(i  *°  ^ave  th.f  Iairest  prospect  of  a  favour-  rough,  dry  tongue,  might  have  been  pronounced 
purgatives  have   relieved  every  pressing   symp-  "getting  up.*"     She    had    an  easy  labour,  desperate.     In  two  fatal  cases,  the  caul  was  rup- 

tonvexcept  the  original  disorder.     I  made  trial    and   appeared  remarkably  well  and  cheer:     .—    .ured  almost  across :  such  an  effect  seems  t 
of  all  the'usual  antispasmodic  and    antiepileptic    ' 
remedies,    without    benefit.     Aprii    18th 
rected    11  gtt.  of  oil    of  turpentine    every  four 
hours..    Her  fits  immediately  ceased  ;    she  con- 
tinued the  medicine  for  a   fortnight;  when  her 
intellect  was  perfectly  restored,  spirits  revi 


made  trial Tc<...^>-  n-uiainnuu  rec.i  duu  uueenm. —   - 

tiepileptic  ^  noors  after,  she  awoke      ith  pain  abont   tl 
itb     Id"    ^)0*Te'^  aQd  &e(i  in  17  hours. 


looks  greatly  amen;::  I. 

Xov.  14ih.  she    had   three    fits;    her   bowels 

wore    highly  hx  a    "   constipate  '  se  be- 

:    i    relieved,    she     took    cne    drachm     of    : 

terebinth,  every  fonr  I  mrs.     From   that  period 

""    binned  free  from  fits  till  the  bearinning  ol 


B.  C.  for   several  days    before    deliverr.  had 
it  pain  about    her  bowels,  and  general   re-  - 

Tie    same    measures    were    adopted  ?ore- 


lessness. 


The  author  of  -  Zoomomia"    observes,  "  In 
women  who  have  died  of  child-bed  fever,   mat- 
ter has  been   found  in   the    caul,  with  blood  or 
Where    the  stomach   and    bowels   are 


:fa  would  have  been  I        ghtadvis       =         sr  "^,:c,£1  dfefendi  -  r,  the   case  is    generally 

r  -       ptoms  after    delivery.     These   were   -  —.and  more  so  ii  rtion  to  the  ]oick- 


resieved;  she    had  a    good  la    :    -.  --    s  well    for 

a  few  hours  after,  but   died   in   24    hours  from 
erv. 


ss  ::  the  |  ilse.      "     i  case  which  lasted  above 
lavs,  the  bowels  did  not  become  swelled  till 
the  36th  day  :  the  event  was  iV 

At  the    LvrxG-Ef  Hospital.    Dublin,  puerperal 

morl 


1 


D.  E.  for  3  moa  lbs  before    ' 
ihe  last  5  or    6  weeks,  -     ere  I    r     ■' 
Dec.  when   they  beg^.n   to    recur   every  c  or  [    pains  abont  tbe  bowels.      3    e  was    seldom   q-         vas  general;  e  wards        rs  -wept 

"dayss,  in  a  moch  sllgb     ~       gree.     Her    fac    Ities    2a3-T:    everyday,   at  diSerenl  .    The  pbjsic       s  of  note,  of  I        in,  not  connect 


r   sere- 


•aie    gradoa    -  disturbed,  she  n    -       -    ^doner     -      ittacks  of  severe  p 

ternately  doll  aod  frantic,  without  lumioov-   in-    r  '    ' "■-'"" -"^  rest; 

"•'     ■•     '',;-  -    -  -    '   -  '-    I    or    some    -  -  •ceding    "'  ■     : "  _"     » "         '■  " '         r  the  bow- 

--.  she  was  c   afined  by  a  s:;:  :--  istc   at.  els  very  sore.        here  -    -        -  ^nced  na- 


ed  with  the  hospital,  c  ited  their  assistance, 

some     Fwb   m    ire  j   -:  ?-          id  the  omac 

.        -  .        ithority  thre  :?h 

I '•    -  =  ■       ;  rces  it   must  have  be*  a 

Margaret  Harrison.  \    0f  i      Pe  ^ta  c-e  iby  n°  Qean;  c^^^^sirate  -  "  nave    done 

ric,  became  sobjec't  to  epilepsv  ei«rh*  V?  her^ehaIf  before  confinement      ^e    dieJ    "    '  ever  was  -     -soai- 

years  a?o.  from  sudden  -alarm      Parosrsn  -  UjS  after> 

corred  chiefly  a:  night,  wl  ;::    she  :..  I  '  -  ml ly  ;  P--     = 

or  3  mild  nts.  each  ei 
an  boar.     She  w;c  \ 
Ir 


Proi   -; 


ocurables  in  the 


fonr  preceding    years   she   had    experi 


were  in  good    health  be- 


e  1  .     .  F  the    bodies      :  -    iC 

5   fo        -     fiseas  .  •  ennal  the  care 

and  assiduitv  with  which  the  search  was  made. 
In  no  disease  have  powerful  re-        ss  been  fcstd 


-      loiscl        e;    ;  ::  ..tellect  has  been  ob-  -"■- and  for  several  hor-  >i    lays  before    leatl      ^^  more    W«gencea        ess  soccess.      .he  is- 


tuse,  approaching  to  fatoity.     Julv  15,  catame-  became  easJ-  ^  tbonjrht  themselves    better  J  ease  oecaaons   the  f  mnch  th-   greater 

nia  returned:    her  anderstal  ling   i'mpr  "^  circamstances   determined  us  to   shot  up    % . : :    ;:    ^    ^      >!nen '"J?  £*    "*   chl'd;be\  ~ 

"    =t  became  more  regolar  and  amenable,  yel      -r-  -  "  have  leame  y  proves  lhat  when 

iz  &is  recurred  without  r->i<^tion!— ■   -  ^  '" '"""         7'" "vs:::~-  Tk        "- -•"■  -'---:     -■    *« disease  begins  soon  uter  dehveryf and    c     - 

*  "aio"tni.tigaaon.—  .utarE :,-..-..  Eng   & ..-    Sept.  S33 1819.  "     •         |tinaes    a    fea    ..    5    ills   geneialhj  iejood 


«& 
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reach  of  medicine  ;  recover}'  depending  on  cir- 
cumstances, scarcely  under  control  of  the  phy- 
sician. 

"  There  is  hardly  a  worse  omen  than  a  very 
weak  quick  pulse,  though  the  other  symptoms 
may  seemed  abated.  When  the  disease  is  com- 
bined with  great  mental  susceptibility,  my  at- 
tempts have  been  so  unsuccessful,  my  observa- 
tions on  the  disease  thus  circumstanced  can  be 
of  little  use.  Even  in  cases  seemingly  most  fa- 
vourable, we  should  look  on  the  event  as  doubt- 
ful, the  complaint  is  so  often  accompanied  with 
delusive  remissions;  the  most  energetic  mea- 
sures we  can  adopt,  bear  no  proportion  to  the 
overwhelming  force  of  the  disease. 

Rest  of  body,  and  tranquility,  freedom  from 
noise  and  company,  are  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence ;  these  sufferers  are  most  easily  affected  : 
every  thing  that  might  give  them  the  least  un- 
easiness or  surprise,  and  too  much  light,  should 
be  most  carefully  kept  from  them.  It  is  not 
from  multiplicty  of  medicine  relief  is  to  be  hoped, 
twixt  the  physician  and  the  empiric.  Some 
cases  soem  to  require  more  than  the  united 
force  of  the  whole  materia  medica. 
Herein  lies  the  great  mark  of  distinction,  be- 
Child-bed  fever  as  it  appeared  in  London,  is 
thus  described  : 

A.  B.  had  an  easy  labour.  For  a  long  time 
before  delivery  she  was  strongly  prepossessed 
that  she  should  die  in  child-bed  :  she  died  the  7th 
da}'  after  delivery.  The  day  before  death,  she 
thought  herself  much  better. 

C.  D.  21  years  old,  a  healthy  woman,  except 
pains  in  the  left  side,  and  a  little  difficulty  in 
breathing,  for  6  weeks  before  delivery  of  her 
first  child,  after  a  safe,  easy  labour:  the  disease 
began  2nd  day  after;  she  died  the  11th. 

E.  F.  had  easy  labour,  no  complaint  till  the 
3d  day  ;  she  died  on  the  6th. 

G.  H.  23  years  old,  had  complained  of  pains 
about  her  bowels,  for  some  time  before  delivery, 
said  afterwards  she  had  got  a  hurt  there  :  was 
seized  with  a  fever  and  pain  1st  or  2nd  day  after 
delivery.  The  pain  ceased  a  day  or  two  before 
she  died. 

I.  J.  had  easy  labour,  disease  began  on  the  3d 
day  ;  she  died  on  the  7th. 

K.  L.  26  years  old,  had  safe  deliver}7;  31  hours 
after,  pain,  chiefly  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  ;  she 
died  the  6th  day.  The  day  before,  the  pains 
entirely  ceased,  and  she  thought  herself  better. 

In  a  private  lying-in  hospital,  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  attended  it  was  so  shocked  at  losing, 
in  a  short  time,  6  women  whom  he  had  attended 
at  natural  births,  he  requested  another  gentle- 
man to  attend  some  of  the  women  who  should 
next  be  in.  They  met  with  no  better  fate.  In  a 
month  about  20  patients  died.  Several  gentle- 
men of  the  faculty,  invited  to  the  hospital  to 
inquire  into  this  fatality,  were  unable  to  account 
for  it  satisfactorily. 

In  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter's  Hospital,  in  two  months, 
of  32  patients  with  puerperal-fever,  only  one  re- 
covered ;  the  gentlemen  attending  the  hospital, 
consulted  with  its  patrons,  whether  the  house 
should  not  be  shut  up. — In  another  hospital,  of 
19  patients,  13  died.  In  private  practice,  three 
in  four  died. 

Extract  from  a  Memoir,  by  seven  physicians, 
respecting  a  puerperal  fever,  which  appeared  at 
Paris,  1732. — Nothing  during  pregnancy,  or 
immediately  after,  excited  suspicion  of  unfavour- 


able consequences  ;  every  thing'  went  on  well 
till  the  disease  appeared  ;  it  attacked  even  wo- 
men of  the  best  constitutions,  whose  pregnancy 
had  been  comfortable,  and  delivery  natural  and 
easy:  after  which,  fever  followed,  not  very 
strongly  marked,  small  pulse,  rather  quick. — 
These  symptoms  diminished  or  ceased  at  the 
end  of  the  2nd,  or  beginning  of  the  3d  day  ;  per- 
fidious calm  !  tremulous,  miserable  pulse,  disor- 
dered intellect,  speedy  death. — 1750,  none  re- 
covered. 

Northumberland,  Penn.  1017.— From  Dec.  23, 
1812,  to  March  15,  I  lost  five  patients  out  of  7 
in  childbed-fever.  The  first  lived  66  hours  af- 
ter the  attack,  114  after  delivery.  The  2nd 
died  the  6th  day  ;  the  child  died  a  few  days  af- 
ter her.  3d  died  the  5th  day  after  the  attack, 
6th  from  delivery.  4th  died  the  5th  day  after, 
and  the  child  in  a  few  days.  5th  died  the  8th 
day. — About  the  same  time  two  women  in  the 
neighbourhood  took  the  disease  and  died,  one  in 
2  days,  another  in  24  hours. 


-ww — 


partially  decomposed,  and  ascending  soon  after, 
amidst  intolerable  stench,  coated  every  metalic 
substance  black.  Of  the  men  and  officers,  two 
hundred  became  severely  salivated,  and  did  not 
recover  till  the  ship  was  docked  and  cleaned  to 
its  lowest  planks. — Cadiz,  1810. 


It  is  necessary  to  be  on  our  guard  even  against 
experience,  when  delivered  in  a  system;  which 
seems  to  imply,  that  the  facts  are  ranged  into 
some  method,  formed  into  a  body  dependent 
upon  what  the  compiler  takes  to  be  their  gene- 
ral cause  or  nature  ;  hence  the  danger  of  their 
being  misrepresented,  to  make  them  fit  the 
places  assigned  them. 

Nor  let  any  one  apprehend  physic  will  be- 
come too  easy  a  study,  by  making  it  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  experience.  Theory  and  hypoth- 
esis is  the  cheapest  and  most  expeditious  method 
of  making  a  physician.  A  heated  imagination 
will  supply  knowledge,  such  as  it  is,  faster  than 
nature.  The  road  of  experience  requires  great 
judgment,  as  well  as  patience.  To  form  right 
judgment,  a  man  must  be  trained  to  a  habit  of 
thinking  attentively;  after  all,  it  will  be  found 
extremely  difficult  to  determine  rightly  on  the 
intricate  evidence  frequently  brought  for  the  ef- 
fects of  medicines.    „ 

For  want  of  opportunity  of  communicating 
their  knowledge,  many  judicious  practitioners 
have  carried  the  experience  of  forty  years  spent 
in  extensive  practice  with  them  to  the  grave. — 
Such  opportunity  excites  in  every  practitioner 
more  attention  to  the  circumstances  of  remarka- 
ble and  instructive  occurrences;  strengthens  the 
habit  of  noting,  recollecting,  and  forming  con- 
clusions from  what  passes.  W.  Heberden. 


Animals,  brought  here  from  the  torrid  zone, 
specially  monkeys,  in  the  course  of  one  or  two 
years,  die  of  a  disease  of  the  lungs.  I  examin- 
ed several  apes  last  winter  from  the  menagerie 
in  Kanover-Street ;  the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs  in 
each  one  was  a  complete  mass  of  corruption.  In 
birds,  the  liver  soon  becomes  enlarged  with  tu- 
bercles ;  they  are  enabled  to  stand  the  effects  of 
climate,  much  longer  than  would  be  expected 
from  such  disease.  Fowls,  fed  exclusively  to  in- 
crease the  size  of  the  liver,  appear  healthy,  and 
continue  to  grow  fat.  Parrots  live  longer  than 
other  foreign  birds  in  this  country,  but  cease  to 
be  as  active  as  in  their  own.  Tigers,  jackalls, 
leopards,  &c.  in  a  (ew  years  almost  invariably 
die  of  pulmonary  consumption,  with  extensive 
ulceration. 


WEEKLY  REPORT    OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING    SEP 
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Disease 
Cholera  Morbus 


Sept. 
5  Francis  Deluce, 


Mary  Collins, 
Lydia  Marston, 
Ann  Killar, 
Elizabeth  Wall, 

Blood, 

Harriet  Wright, 

Lane, 

Rich, 

Momt, 

Phinehas  Stantley, 


Dysentery 

Still  bora 

Dysentery 

Still  born 

Fits 

Still  born 

Intemperance 


Age 

1  mo. 
1  mo. 

8  days 
16  mo. 


7  days 


''  II  seraitbien  a  desirer  que  les  medecins,  le 
plus  avantageusement  places  pour  observer,  se 
fissent  un  devoir  de  publier  les  resultats  de 
leur  pratique.  Absorbes  par  de  nombreuses 
occupations,  ils  se  contentent  d'etre  utiles  aux 
malades  confies  a.  leurs  soins,  sans  chercher  a 
repandre  les  decouvertes  qu'lis  ont  faites  ;  leur 
silence,  en  favorisant  la  propagation  de  l'erreur, 
condamne  souvent  des  verites  importantes  a  de- 
meurer  comme  ensevelies  ou  a  s'eteindre  avec 
les  observateurs."  retz. 


Ruth  S.  Tuckerman, 

Rupture  of  the  litems 

35 

Sally  Erving, 

5  mo. 

Elijah  W.  Quinby, 

Dysentery- 

13  mo- 

8 

John  Ballard, 

Consumption 

3  mo. 

Sophia  Ann  Slye, 

Infantile 

20  mo. 

Benjamin  Bryant, 

Dysentery 

13  mo. 

9 

Ann  Stearns, 
Lucy  Tyler, 

Whooping  coi 

gh 

14  mo. 

Solomon  Hydes, 

Apoplexy 

42 

Stephen  Wales, 

Strangury 

69 

10 

Thomas  Clement, 

Old  age 

87 

Mary  Peirce, 

Carcinoma  uteri 

67 

James  Cary, 

Infantile 

12  mo. 

Charlotte  Barnicoat, 

do. 

17  mo. 

Peter  Gavetty, 

Inflammation 

of  the  brain  59 

11 

Margaret  Murphy, 

Consumption 

32 

Solomon  Quigley, 

Dysentery 

16  mo. 

12 

Thomas  W.  Barber, 
Fulham, 

Still  born 

13 

Simeon  Cummings, 

Dysentery 

14 

Samuel    Ilichbom,  ji 

.    Cholera  Infantum 

19  mo. 

The  Triumph,  man-of-war,  had  received  on 
board  30  tons  of  quicksilver,  in  leathern  bags. 
Being  saturated  with  sea  water,  they  soon  de- 
cayed and  bursted.  Much  of  the  quicksilver  es- 
caped into  the  recesses  of  the  ship  ;  not  a  little- 
was  secreted  by  the  sailors.  The  quicksilver 
that  escaped,  sank  into  Ihe   bilge-water,  became 


OCT.  A.  MARCH  will  commence  his  course  of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in  Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
18th.  Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the  best  method  to 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science.11  Tickets 
10  dolls. 

RAMS  A. Y,  M.  D.  will  begin  a  course  of  Lectures 
on   Anatomy  at   the    middle  of  Oct.  which  will 
last  two  months.  Conway,  JV.  H. 
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Excision  of  part  of  the  jaw. 

May  5,  1823, ,  set.  4  years,  had  a  severe 

fall  upon  a  chair,  which  loosened  the  lower  in- 
cisors ;  they  became  black.  The  whole  sub- 
stance of  the  jaw  in  front  began  to  swell  soon 
after,  upward  and  backward,  till  the  swelling 
tilled  the  mouth  ;  and  downward  and  forward  so 
as  to  produce  most  hideous  deformity.  The 
skin  of  the  chin  and  lower  lip  was  greatly  atten- 
uated, protruded  downward  by  I  he  tumour  so  as 
to  overlap  the  os  hyoides  and  thyroid  cartilages. 
The  vessels  were  considerably  enlarged,  the 
arteries  beat  actively  on  almost  every  part  of 
the  surface.  The  part  of  the  tumour  which 
projected  out  of  the  mouth,  and  was  uncovered 
by  the  lip,  presented  precisely  the  appearance 
of  an  enlarged  tongue;  the  parents  assured  me 
every  physician,  who  had  seen  it  before  me,  had 
mistaken  it  for  the  tongue,  which  was  not  ea- 
sily discovered,  even  by  the  closest  inspec- 
tion ;  it  was  pushed  backward  by  the  tumour  in- 
to the  upper  part  of  the  pharynx.  The  lym- 
phatic glands  did  not  appear  affected.  The 
child's  general  health  was  declining  fast. 

June  13,  an  "incision  was  made  from  the  left 
commissure  of  the  lips  downward,  and  back- 
ward over  the  anterior  edge  of  the  mastoid  musr 
cle,  so  as  to  command  the  carotid  in  case  it  should 
become  necessary  to  secure  it.  The  anterior 
edge  of  this  incision  was  then  extended  forward 
by  a  bold  and  rapid  dissection,  till  the  whole  sur- 
face of  the  tumour  was  uncovered  round  to  the 
opposite  side.  Though  numerous  arterial  twigs 
bled,  I  did  not  stop  to  meddle  with  them,  but 
proceeded  at  once  to  secure  the  facial  artery  on 
each  side,  just  as  it  emerged  from  the  submaxil- 
lary gland  beneath  the  jaw.  As  this  supplied 
nearly  all  the  divided  twigs,  the  hemorrhage  im- 
mediately ceased.  The  surface  of  the  sound 
bone  being  next  exposed  behind  the  tumour,  the 
metacarpal  saw  was  applied  on  each  side,  so  as 
to  divide  the  bone  just  in  front  of  its  angles.  By 
pressure  in  front,  the  whole  tumour  was  turned 
outward  from  the  mouth  with  a  crash,  and  care- 
fully dissected  from  the  under  surface  of  the 
tongue,  and  submaxillary  glands  and  muscles  on 
each  side.  A  part  of  the  sublingual  glands,  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  left  submaxillary  ap- 
pearing to  be  tumefied  and  some  what,  discolour- 
ed, I  removed  them  by  the  scalpel. 

Only  three  more  small  twigs,  probably  branch- 
es of  the  lingual  artery  required  to  be  secured. 
Not  more  than  6  or  8  ounces  of  blood  were  lost; 
the  patient  did  not  faint.  The  huge  flap,  or 
rather  pouch  of  skin  was  reapplied,  and  the 
edges  of  the  first,  and  only  remaining  incision 
retained  in  apposition  by  3  sutures,  and  some 
strips.  The  large  cavity  left  beneath  the  tongue 
was  partly  filled  bv  lint,  bent  into  the  shape  of 
the  lost  circle  of  bone,  upon  which  the  pendu- 
lous integuments  were  afterwards  lightly  braced 
by  a  bandage.  The  wound  healed  in  less,  than 
three  weeks,  internally  and  externally.  The 
divided  extremities  of  bone  shot  out  a  luxuriant 
crop  of  granulations,  which  have  since  become 
ossified,  so  as  to  extend  the  long  angles  of  the 
jaw  nearly  an   inch   on  each  side   towards  the 


point  formerly  occupied  by  the  chin.  The  girl 
speaks  and  eats  nearly  as  well  as  ever,  and  goes 
to  school  every  day  in  good  health  and  spirits- 

George  Mc.  Clellan. 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  10. 


,  traced  the  origin  of  her  ailment  to  a 

period  long  before  her  last  conception  and  de- 
livery at  the  usual  period.  The  neck  of  the 
uterus,  specially  its  right  side,  and  the  os  tincae, 
were  destroyed  by  ulceration.  The  coats  of 
the  rectum  were  greatly  thickened  and  altered. 
Where  the  muscular  coat  was  divided,  it  resem- 
bled in  appearance  and  structure  the  epiphisis 
of  fetal  bones  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  ossification.  The  longitudinal  and  circular 
fibres  were  very  distinctly  shown  with  a  con- 
necting cellular  tissue  ;  near  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease of  the  womb,  it  appeared  nearly  of  three 
times  its  natural  thickness. 

The  vascular  and  villous  coats  presented  the 
most  minute  injection  of  the  blood  vessels,  ex- 
tremely turgid.  Frequent  hemorrhages  were 
said  to  have  taken  place  in  the  last  stages  of  the 
disease.  The  bladder  could  not  contain  more 
than  4  or  6  oz.  :  its  coats  round  the  opening 
were  1-2  inch  thick,  and,  when  cut,  appeared 
not  dissimilar  to  the  structure  of  the  uterus;  the 
inferior  extremity  vascular,  its  vessels  loaded 
with  blood. 

The  right  ureter,  where  it  entered  the  blad- 
der, was  destroyed,  at  least  its  valvularity;  and 
about  half  an  inch  of  the  lower  end  was  thick- 
ened, and  its  caliber  contracted  ;  a  natural  con- 
sequence was  dilation  of  the  remaining  supe- 
rior part,  by  unnatural  detention  of  the  urine, 
to  about  three  times  its  natural  diameter. — 
The  left  was  much  less  enlarged.  The  vagina 
was  much  inflamed  in  some  parts  ;  others  were 
excoriated  by  acrid  discharge.  Adhesions  were 
found  between  the  fimbria?  and  ovaries;  the  left 
was  slightly  dropsical;  the  right  adhered  to  the 
inferior  and  diseased  extremity  of  the  right  ure- 
ter. 

An  atheromatous  oval  tumour,  in  a  thick  cyst, 
as  large  as  a  turkey's  egg,  was  dissected  from 
beneath  the  external  iliac  artery,  and  from  the 
inner  border  of  the  psoas,  and  iliacus  internus 
muscles.  The  matter  it  contained  was  of  pappy 
consistence.  alden  march,  m.  d. 

JLlbafiy,  1823.         ->~~» 

CARIOUS  JOINTS. 

Most  cripples  trace  their  deformity  to    these. 

A  boy,  set.  2  yrs.  possessing  uncommon  vivac- 
ity, and  light  eyes,  fell  from  a  window-seat  on 
his  left  sjde ;  considerable  distress  followed  ;  the 
precise  seat  of  the  injury  couid  not  at  the  time 
be  discovered.  A  few  days  afier,  he  was  occa- 
sionally afflicted  with  pain  and  lameness,  which 
increased  till  these  symptoms  became  so  severe, 
the  least  motion  of  the  limb,  the  slightest  jar, 
even  the  weight  of  the  bed-clothes,  aggravated 
his  distress  intolerably.  It  was  impossible  to 
detect  the  part  most  affected  ;  if  the  foot,  ankle, 
'eg,  knee  or  thigh  were  examined,  excessive 
torture  followed.  The  hip  seemed  to  suffer 
least,  and  no  circumstance  occurred  at  this  pe- 


riod, which  decidedly  indicated  this  articulation 
was  the  seat  of  the  disease.  Heat,  thirst,  rest- 
lessness, vigilance,  dryness  of  skin,  accelerated 
pulse,  and  loss  of  appetite,  exhausted  his  sys- 
tem exceedingly.  These,  with  slight  remis- 
sions, continued  some  time,  when  the  pain  be- 
came moderate,  and  the  fever,  which  had  been 
highly  inflammatory,  became  a  wasting  hectic. 
Motion  of  the  limb  became  tolerable,  but  the 
lameness  remained. 

The  motions  of  the  toes,  ankle  and  knee, 
were  performed  with  perfect  ease ;  those  of  the 
hip  were  embarrassed  and  circumscribed;  by 
placing  the  child  with  the  foot  of  the  sound  side 
flat  on  a  table,  the  foot  of  the  lame  one  project- 
ed, with  the  toes  pointed  outward,  and  knee 
bent;  by  reversing  his  position,  the  sound  limb 
was  manifestly  shorter  than  the  other,  the  size 
of  the  whole  extremity  much  diminished  ;  the 
great  trochanter  stood  out  farther  than  usual, 
the  nates  was  concave,  as  if  the  great  gluteal  mus- 
cle was  entirely  consumed  by  emaciation.  His 
whole  train  of  symptoms  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  reviewing. 

A  large  abscess  formed,  which  vented  itself 
about  the  middle  of  the  thigh ;  the  extremity 
was  much  shortened  and  wasted.  After  going 
into  the  country,  and  using  bark,  wine,  and  nu- 
tritive diet,  his  health  was  greatly  improved. 

A  tall  man,  aet.  22,  a  caulker  and  graver,  hav- 
ing black  hair,  black  eyes,  skin  very  dark,  re- 
served manners,  and  a  countenance  indicating 
contemplation,  applied  for  medical  assistance 
Tune  1st,  1807.  His  master  said  the  efforts  he- 
was  capable  of  making  in  trial  of  strength  were 
incredible  ;  he  never  knew  any  one  who  was 
able  to  endure  so  much  fatigue.  At  times  he 
was  guilty  of  great  irregularities,  and  was  im- 
patient of  restraint. 

He  had  diseased  hip-joint ;  the  nates  fell  in, 
the  great  process  of  the  thigh  stood  out :  the 
emaoiated  extremity  was  considerably  longer 
than  the  other.  He  had  slight  hectic,  and  im- 
paired appetite,  affording  a  sure  diagnosis  of  the 
disorder. 

Eight  months  before,  at  sea,  he  was  attacked 
with  fever  and  delirium,  and  became  so  furious 
and  ungovernable,  it  was  necessary  to  lash  him 
to  his  cabin;  he  made  the  most  violent  efforts 
.o  extricate  himself  from  the  cords,  till  the  ves- 
sel arrived  at  port,  when  he  was  put  into  a 
hospital.  Having-  remained  there  some  time, 
he  delirium  quitted  him  ;  he  found  himself  lame, 
md  greatly  debilitated.  Having  returned  to 
Boston,  he  could  not  walk  without  a  cane.  He 
id  not  recollect  he  had  ever  perceived  an}' 
.ameness  or  injury  previous  to  the  delirium. — 
Some  months  before  he  went  to  sea,  I  attended 
him  for  haemoptysis,  judged  to  arise  from  lifting 
a  very  heavy  plank  ;  he  recovered  by  the  cus- 
tomary remedies,  and  abstemious  diet. 

The  bark  and  opium  were  exhibited,  and 
blisters  to  the  joint.  Vesication  appeared  not 
productive  of  much  advantage.  He  poured  on 
the  hip  several  gallons  of  sea  water  thrice  a  day, 
and  afterwards   rubbed    with  a    coarse    towel. 
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till  a  pleasing- glow  succeeded.  He  relinquished 
cold  water  with  reluctance  :  caustic  was  applied. 
In  a  short  time  he  was  attacked  with  all  the 
characteristics  of  typhus  gravior,  which  in  three 
weeks  put  a  period  to  his  existence.  From  the 
time  he  was  seized  with  fever,  to  that  of  his 
death,  not  eight  months  elapsed.  A  few  days  be- 
fore he  expired  he  was  attacked  with  a  severe 
cough,  and  expectorated  great  quantities  of  what 
had  the  appearance  of  coagulated  matter. 

Dissection. —  The  capsule  of  the  femur  was  en- 
tire, greatly  distended  by  matter;  the  round  lig- 
ament and  cartilages  dissolved  or  absorbed  ;  the 
whole  acetabulum,  a  large  portion  of  the  os  iri- 
nominatum  in  the  vicinity  of  it^  and  the  whole 
head  of  the  thigh  bone  were  carious.  Just  above 
the  acetabulum  was  a  ridge  of  condensed  cel- 
lular substance,  cartilaginous,  3  inches  long,  and 
1  broad.  The  matter  in  the  joint  resembled  in 
consistence  and  colour  what  he  had  expectorated 
in  the  last  stage  of  the  fever. 

July  1,  1807, 1  visited  a  sprightly,  rugged  boy, 
set.  7 ;  his  eyes  and  skin  were  rather  dark,  hair 
brown ;  he  was  under  severe  fever,  with 
pains  shooting  through  the  lower  extremity, 
more  constant  and  excruciating  about  the  middle 
of  the  thigh.  He  had,  a  tew  days  before,  bath- 
ed in  the  sea  an  immoderate  length  of  time, 
and  had  not  been  well  since.  3  weeks  before 
that,  he  received  a  severe  blow  on  his  haunch. 
1  prescribed  a  cathartic  of  jalap  and  submuriate 
of  quicksilver,  and  afterwards  small  doses  of  opi- 
'oid,  submuriate  of  quicksilver  and  ipecacuan, 
diluents,  and  strict  antiphlogistic  regimen.  This 
course  was  pursued  a  number  of  days  without 
mitigation  of  pain  or  fever, -when  a  swelling  had 
taken  place  in  both  thighs,  3  inches  below  the 
trochanters.  I  recommended  the  parts  to  be 
diligently  and  perseveringly  fomented  with  de- 
coction of  camomile  flowers,  and  continuance  of 
the  medicines  I  had  previously  advised.  The 
stupes  assuaged  pain,  and  in  3  weeks  the  fever 
began  to  abate  ;  the  tumour  on  the  right  thigh 
was  discussed  ;  that  on  the  left  remained  for 
some  time,  then  seemed  to  disappear  gradually. 
He  was  extremely  debilitated  ;  his  appetite  de- 
ficient, his  body  wasting  with  habitual  fever  ;  he 
■could  not  be  removed,  from  the  place  in  which 
he  laid,  without  expressing  disti  ess  by  most  pierc- 
ing shriek?. 

The  limb  was  elongated,  toes  turned  out, 
^knee  bent,  buttock  flattened,  the  great  process 
of  the  thigh  bone  prominent.  1  ordered  bark  in 
substance,  established  caustic  issues,  directed  a 
light  nutritious  diet,  frequent  change  of  linen, 
his  apartment  to  be  well  ventilated.  He  re- 
covered rapidly;  his  vivacity  returned,  and  he 
was  able,  after  a  few  months,  to  walk  with  a 
cane. 

Was  this  an  abscess  burst  among  the  mus- 
cles of  the  thigh  ?  When  he  was  erect,  was 
the  pus  settled  to  the  lower  part  of  the  limb,  and 
finally  absorbed  2  After  he  became  convales- 
cent, a  tumour  formed  just  above  the  knee.  The 
limb  was  shortened  as  usual ;  the  gluteal  mus- 
cles appeared  as  contracted  and  bulging,  as  they 
had  been  relaxed  and  flattened.  The  purulent 
drain  was  continued  a  year. 

A  man  aet.  40,  of  rather  slender  form,  light 
complexion,  was  attacked  April  1st,  1800,  with 
Ooui&ile,  uareraittent  pain  in  the  centre  of  the 


head  of  the  tibia,  without  immediate  application 
of  any  apparent  exciting  cause.  He  was  shortly 
extremely  emaciated.  Emollient  cataplasms, 
and  fomentations,  did  not  afford  the  slightest  re- 
lief from  the  excessive  torture  with  which  he 
was  unreinittinglj'  exercised.  The  short  dis- 
turbed sleep  procured  through  opium,  seemed 
to  exhaust  his  strength  as  rapidly  as  the  pain. 

As  soon  as  a  blister  had  taken  complete  effect, 
it  produced  slight  remission  of  the  agony  ;  as 
soon  as  the  blister  began  to  heal,  the  pain  became 
as  violent  as  at  first.  By  a  succession  of  epis- 
pastics,  with  submuriate  of  quicksilver,  and  free 
use  of  opium,  he  obtained,  in  7  weeks,  complete 
exemption  from  pain  and  inflammation  in  the 
joint.  He  has  not  been  able  to  straighten  his 
knee  ;  the  flexure  does  not  seem  owing  to  con- 
traction of  the  ham-strings. 

A  man  aet.  23,  had  a  knee  much  swelhd,  ex- 
tremely painful,  the  slightest  touch  producing 
excessive  pain.  I  ordered  the  antiphlogistic 
course,  a  saline  cathartic,  the  part  to  be  embro- 
cated with  solution  of  acetite  of  lead  ;  occasion- 
ally I  administered  opium  with  calomel.  This 
plan  having  been  persisted  in  for  several  days 
with  little  success,  a  large  vessicatory  was  ap- 
plied. His  distress  was  at  first  aggravated  ;  as 
soon  as  the  vessicle  was  completely  formed,  fa- 
vourable change  in  all  his  symptoms  soon  fol- 
lowed ;  in  a  {e\v  weeks  he  was  able  to  use  his 
limb.  Stiffness  of  the  joint  remained,  which  ap- 
peared owing  to  alteration  of  structure  in  the 
articulation,  in  consequence  of  previous  inflam- 
mation. 

If  blisters  be  applied  too  soon,  the  consequen- 
ces must  be  horrid :  the  irritation  may  be 
propagated  from  the  part  to  the  whole  system  ; 
fever,  subsultus  tendinum,  tremours,  delirium, 
and  convulsions  may  ensue,  and  death  not  un- 
frequently.  I. 


Sphacelation  of  the  Scrotum. 

June  20th,  1819. — A  coloured  man,  aet.  23, 
about  7  years  since,  was  climbing-  over  a  fence  ; 
while  he  rested  astride  it,  it  broke,  and  he  fell 
across  the  sharp  edge  of  the  board  below,  and 
severely  contused  the  perineum,  and  produced 
profuse  hemorrhage  from  the  urethra.  Ever 
since,  his  power  of  retaining  and  expelling  urine 
has  been  imperfect.  Whenever  he  attempted 
to  evacuate  it,  a  small  stream  issued  ;  the  rest  of 
the  time  it  kept  a  constant  and  involuntary  drib- 
bling, 

June  14,  after  working  hard  all  day  in  the 
hold  of  a  vessel,  he  fell  into  the  water.  Sup- 
puration of  urine  followed  the  ensuing  day. — 
June  15,  at  sea,  he  was  incapable  of  discharging 
a  single  drop  ;  pain  about  the  perineum  became 
extreme  ;  the  scrotum  began  to  swell.  The 
pain  and  swelling  continued  to  increase  in  the 
scrotum  and  penis,  and  extended  over  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen  for  three 
successive  days,  when  vesicles  were  discovered 
in  the  left  groin,  which  burst,  and  gave  passage 
to  the  urine. 

June  18,  his  pulse  was  small  and  fluttering; 
strength  greatly  prostrated;  scrotum,  penis,  and 
parietes  of  the  abdomen  tumefied  prodigiously. 
A  surgeon  dilated  the  orifice  in  the  groin,  ad- 
ministered bark,  wine,  opiates,  laxatives,  and  ap- 
plied topically  cataplasms  and  fomentations. 


June  19,  I  made  a  further  and  very  ample  in* 
cision  in  the  part  whence  the  urine  proceeded, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  thorough  drain  for 
it,  and  excised  a  large  portion  of  sphacelated 
scrotum  ;  introduced  the  catheter,  to  learn  the 
nature  of  the  obstruction. — 20th,  his  pulse  rose, 
his  strength  appeared  to  be  recruited,  and  in  a 
few  days  the  mortified  parts  began  to  slough  off, 
pus  to  be  secreted,  and  the  pain  to  be  more  tol- 
erable. Eventually  all  the  sphacelated  parts 
were  cast  off,  and  suppuration  well  established. 

He  had  at  no  period  the  pain  and  distention 
in  the  hypogastric  region,  ordinarily  considered 
diagnostic  in  suppression  of  urine.  Urine  was 
effused  into  the  scrotum,  and  between  the  mus- 
cles and  integuments  of  the  abdomen.  When 
the  sphacelated  cellular  membrane  sloughed  off, 
it  left  a  very  extensive  sinus,  from  which  was 
discharged  an  immense  quantity  of  pus.  The 
urine  was  perfectly  under  control  of  the  sphinc- 
ter of  the  bladder.  I. 


A  case  of  Cow-Pox,  attended  zvith  eruptions. 

Monday,  July  3d,  1809,  I  vaccinated  a  colour- 
ed girl,  ast.  13  years.  Monday  following,  her 
mother  informed  me  the  inoculation  had  not 
taken.  I  then  revaccinated  her.  On  the  Sun- 
day ensuing  she  showed  me  an  eruption  which 
first  appeared  the  preceding  Friday.  The  girl 
soon  after  the  first  introduction  of  the  vaccine 
matter,  had  an  eruption  which  her  mother  took 
to  be  the  measles.  The  disease  was  communi- 
cated by  the  first  inoculation.  She  had  as  yet,  ex- 
perienced no  uncommon  indisposition  from  the 
inoculation  or  eruption.  Monday  evening,  she 
was  drowsy,  restless,  hot,  her  pulse  frequent 
and  quick  ;  she  had  headach,  pain  in  the  limbs, 
shivering,  with  sensation  of  cold  :  the  face,  chest, 
and  upper  extremities  studded  with  pustules, 
some  of  which  appeared  like  shot  full  of  pus, 
rising  high  above  the  skin ;  others  were  not 
yet  pustular:  one  appeared  broken  ;  another  be- 
coming a  scab. 

The  vaccine  pustule  had  the  appearance  the 
disease  had  on  the  eighth  day.  The  very  exact 
resemblance  the  eruption  had  to  small  pox,  was 
striking.  On  Tuesday  the  pustules  began  to 
turn,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  to  fill 
in  the  lower.  Saturday,  they  had  formed  inta 
complete  scabs.  1. 

■VW'*'. 

No.  IT.— PUERPERAL    FEVER 
in  Edinburgh,  from  March,  1821,   to  Sept.  1822, 

Of  789  women  delivered,  79  were  attacked  with 
the  fever,  22  died.  In  most  of  the  cases,  it  appear- 
ed soon  after  parturition,  generally  within  the  3d 
day;  in  some,  in  less  than  24  hours;  more  rarely 
from  the  4th  to  the  71  h  day.  In  all  but  three 
cases  it  was  preceded  by  one  or  more  rigors, 
soon  followed  by  distressful  pain  in  the  forehead 
and  eye-balls.  To  the  cold  stage  succeeds,  for 
the  most  part,  a  hot,  parched  skin,  sooner  or 
later  follow**']  by  profuse  sweating,  chiefly  con- 
fined to  the  trunk,  and  rapidly  lowering  the  in- 
creased temperature.  Pain  in  the  abdomen  in 
general  follows  ;  other  times  there  was  scarcely 
any  interval  between  it  and  the  after-pains. — 
This  pain  is  general  soreness,  convertible  into 
acute  pain  by  pressure.  In  some  cases  the  un- 
easiness is  so  trifling,  that  without  this  precau- 
tion it  might  be  overlooked. 

At  the  commencement  there  is  seldom  remis- 
sion of  pain  ;    as  the   disease  proceeds  to  a  fatal 
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termination,  intervals  of  ease  are  occasionally 
remarked;  remissions  are  short,  pain  returning 
with  increased  severity,  an  J  abdomen  becoming 
so  sensible,  as  not  to  bear  the  weight  of*  the  bed- 
clothes. The  pain  has  been  existing  in  one  or 
both  iliacs,  the  umbilical,  hypogastric  or  epigas- 
tric regions.  The  abdomen  is  generally  tumid, 
increasing  as  the  disease  advances.  The  ute- 
rus can  be  felt  above  the  pubes,  is  extremely 
sensible  to  the  touch,  apparently  increased  in 
bulk. 

The  vascular  system,  in  some  cases,  goes 
on  well  for  a  day  or  two,  when  the  puise  in- 
creases in  frequency  without  other  signs  of  dis- 
ease than  headuch.  In  other  instances  it  was 
quickened  from  the  time  of  delivery,  and  did 
not  diminish.  1  rareiy  found  the  pulse  un- 
der 110  alter  the  disorder  was  fairly  established; 
seldom  less  than  120.  When  the  disease  is  fully 
formed  it  ranges  from  120  to  130;  after  it  has 
continued  some' time,  it  more  frequently  exceeds 
140.  At  the  commencement  the  pulsation  is 
.sometimes  full,  more  generally  hard  ;  as  the  dis- 
ease proceeds,  becomes  contracted  and  thready, 
frequently  intermits,  and  towards  the  close  is 
scarcely  perceptible. 

The  face  is  occasionally  flushed,  has  a  deep 
crimson  appearance,  at  other  times  livid,  or  the 
patient  seems  exhausted  ;  in  severe  cases,  the 
eye  is  frequently  suffused  with  tears,  and  the  pu- 
pil dilated.  '1  he  patient  lies  on  her  back,  una- 
ble to  turn,  presents  an  anxious  appearance; 
the  e}res  are  dull,  inanimate,  she  is  listless,  indif- 
ferent. The  upper  surface  of  the  tongue  is 
white  and  moist,  except  the  raphe  and  edges, 
which  are  of  a  tiery  redness.  In  the  advanced 
stages  it  becomes  brown  and  parched,  the  teeth 
incrusted.  The  thirst,  though  not  at  first  great, 
becomes  urgent,  the  smell  of  the  breath  sour 
and  offensive.  The  skin  at  first  parched,  is 
bathed  in  partial  sweats,  and  before  dissolution, 
is  covered  with  cold  clammy  perspiration. 

Respiration  is  sympathetically  affected,  very 
cautiously  performed,  solely  by  the  muscles  of 
the  chest,  from  dread  of  aggravating  the  pain  in 
the  abdomen.  There  is  often  a  troublesome 
cough.  In  one  case  bloody  serum  was  found  in 
the  thorax  after  death. 

At  the  commencement  there  is   nausea,  rare 
ly  vomiting 


second;  four  or  the  fourth  ;  seven  on  the  fifth  ; 
one  on  the  sixth ;  two  on  the  seventh  ;  and  one 
on  the  eighth.  During  the  warm  dry  months 
the  disease  was  not  only  less  fatal,  but  less  fre- 
quent. From  July  to  Oct.  1821,  six  cases  oc- 
curred, of  which  two  died,  one  being  past  re- 
covery when  seen.  In  the  two  months  which 
followed  with  cold  rainy  weather,  26  cases  hap- 
pened, of  which  8  were  fatal.  In  the  warm 
months  of  1822,  the  disease  again  became  less 
frequent,  and  milder;  of  the  cases  from  the  end 
of  April  to  the  beginning  of  Sept.  in  that  year, 
(at  least  eleven)  not  one  died.  Terminations  of 
puerperal  fever  are  in  resolution,  effusion,  gan- 
grene, and  abscess.  The  last  is  most  uncommon. 
We  have  only  to  satisfy  ourselves  whether 
there  be  acute  fixed  pain,  or  general  soreness 
of  the  abdomen,  particularly  the  lower  part,  ag- 
gravated by  pressure,  inspiration  and  motion, 
and  attended  by  increased  frequency  of  pulse. — 
W.  Campbell,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Midwifery. 

,  became  under  circumstances  in  which  I 


lately  attended  3  women  who  died.  All  had  gone 
through  easy  labours  ;  the  first  days  of  their  con- 
finement had  been  very  satisfactory  ;  uneasiness 
in  the  abdomen  occurring,  they  had  taken  castor 
oil  in  a  moderate  dose,  followed  by  most  violent 
diarrhoea.  The  patient  had  been  confined  six 
days  ;  this  was  the  second  day  of  the  attack. — 
.She  had  ^ery  quick,  weak  pulse,  was  very  pal- 
lid and  exhausted  from  diarrhoea.  While  I  was 
with  her  she  had  two  attacks  of  pain  in  the 
flanks,  so  as  to  occasion  considerable  expressions 
of  severe  suffering.  The  belly  was  tender  on 
pressure  ;  there  was  a  dry  febrile  heat,  the 
tongue  coated,  milk  gone,  lochia  had  ceased, 
with  exception  of  a  trifling  watery  discharge. — 
The  treatment  in  this  and  the  previous  cases, 
was  an  endeavour  to  mitigate  diarrhoea  and  pain, 
moderate  the  fever,  and  to  support  the  patient. 
I  desired  a  trial  of  cold  to  the  parts  attacked 
with  pain.  The  other  remedies  were  moderate- 
ly astringent  medicines,  with  opium  in  such 
quantities  as  the  pains  appeared  to  require  ;  and, 
if  necessasy,  the  mildest  purgatives. 

She  was  very  soon   relieved   by  the    cold   lo- 
tion, and    afterwards    used   it    intermittently  for 
ten  days;    on  discontinuing  it  entirely,  some  un- 
easiness of  the  abdomen  occurred,  when  she,  of 
As  the  disease  proceeds,  vomifionl  ner  own  accord,  sent  for  the  same    remedy,  by 


occurs,  first  of  phlegm  or  frothy  mucus,  after 
•wards  of  dark  coloured  matter  like  coffee-grounds. 
The  bowels  are  generally  constipated  at  first  ; 
obstinate  diarrhoea  occurs  in  the  last  stages. — 
The  evacuations  are  sometimes  dark  brown,  at 
others  greyish  or  ashy,  generally  frothy  ;  always 
of  most  intolerable  fetor.  The  disease  frequent- 
ly occurs  before  secretion  of  milk  ;  after  its  ap- 
■  pearance,  it  is  diminished  or  suppressed. 

Urine  is  diminished  ;  the  patient  complains  of 
pain  on  attempting  to  void  it  Before  death,  i! 
commonly  escapes  without  consciousness.  Blood 
Jravtn  is  generally  sizy,  the  coagulum  becoming 
•smaller  at  every  succeeding  detraction.  Mania 
succeeded  blood  letting  in  four  cases,  which  all 
eventually  recovered. 

In  some  cases  no  reaction  followed  tbe  rigors  ; 
1he  patient  sunk  in  24  hours,  or  sooner.  Of  the 
forms  of  puerperal  fever,  the  congestive,  if  ill- 
treated,  is  more  particularly  dangerous. 

A  greater  number  of  the  patients  died  on  the 
fifth  day.     One  died  on  the  first;   three  on  th 


which  she  was  speedily  relieved.  Mr.  Butler 
had  afterwards  six  similar  cases,  which  he  treat- 
ed in  the  same  way  ;  five  of  them  recovered  :  the 
subject  of  the  unfortunate  case,  would  not  sub- 
mit to  the  assiduous  application  of  the  lotion. — 
Of  19  other  lying-in  women,  whom  he  attended 
during  the  period  the  10  cases  above  mentioned 
occurred,  not  one  was  without  diarrhoea,  which 
he  was  led  to  consider  a  mild  form  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  same  disease  occurred  to  the  other 
practitioners  in  the  place. 

,  aet.  38,  was  delivered  after  a  labour  of  24 

hours.  5  hours  after,  had  severe  pain  about  her 
bowels,  pulse  full,  hard  and  quick,  was  bled  till 
the  pain  subsided.  Next  morning  the  pain  re- 
turned ;  a  blister  was  put  over  her  bowels,  and 
she  took  20  grs.  S.  M.  of  mercury.  The  imme- 
diate consequence  was  relief,  followed  by  great 
debility,  diminished  lochia  and  milk ;  no  appe- 
tite. From  this  time,  the  case  wore  an  unprom- 
ising aspect ;  no  active  measure  seemed  indicat- 
ed.     In   36    hours,  spontaneous   sweat    came 


on,  and  continued  24  hours,  followed  by  com- 
plete relief.  Four  days  after,  she  was  obliged 
to  move  into  a  room  two  stories  above  her  pre- 
sent one.  Her  disease  returned,  with  sickness 
at  her  stomach,  &c.  She  was  again  considera- 
bly relieved  under  repetition  of  the  blister,  and 
restored  under  anothei\spontaneous  and  perma- 
nent sweat.  Profuse  sweat  is  often  completely 
critical. — See  Denman  on  P.  F.  14. 

In  Pinel's  Nosograph.  Philosoph.  is  related 
a  case  relieved  under  the  appearance  of  an  ab- 
scess about  the  pudenda. —  In  the  few  cases 
where  sweating  proved  serviceable,  the  sweats 
were  spontaneous. — See  White  on  P.  F.  2nd  ed. 
218;  Gordon,  42,  48,89;  Med.  L  Phys.  Journ. 
vol.  36,  p.  254,  5. 

Sept.  1, ,  aet,  24,  was  delivered  alone,  of 

a  5  months1,  illegitimate  child.  Her  pregnancy 
was  not  even  suspected  by  the  family.  After- 
birth followed  in  ten  minutes. 

2nd  day,  pain  about  the  bowels  ;  full,  flowing 
pulse.  She  was  bled  till  the  pain  subsided  ;  when. 
it  returned,  a  cathartic,  and  blister  for  her  bow- 
els wer.e  used,  with    pleasant  consequences. 

5th  day.  The  father  of  the  child  failed  of 
coming  to  see  the  patient  according  to  promise. 
She  became  very  restless  ;  the  pain  about  her 
bowels  returned,  with  a  rather  hard  pulse  ;  on 
again  feeling  it,  at  the  moment  I  was  going  to 
open  a  vein,  the  pulse  had  much  subsided.  The 
undue  force  of  the  circulation  being  apparently 
under  check  of  agents  physical  and  moral,  as 
the  fear  of  the  incision,  the  erect  posture  pre- 
paratory tc  the  operation,  the  bleeding  was 
_  waved  ;  an  emetic  given  on  account  of  sickness 
at  her  stomach,  followed  by  a  laxative  of  jalap, 
and  a  blister.  Thus  her  disease  terminated  :  on 
account  of  the  consequent  great  debility,  she  re- 
ceived 10  days'  assiduous  attention. 

Mrs. 's  labour  began  Dec.  31,6  1-2  P.  M. 

Amnios  was  discharged  after  three  pains,  birth 
at  11  1-2  ;  afterbirth  followed  with  one  pain,  in 
10  minutes:  she  had  a  stool  to-day. 

Jan.  1,  10  A.  M.  on  account  of  abdominal  pain, 
she  took  of  her  own  accord  1-4  gill  of  rum,  and 
1-2  a  gill  afterwards,  and  some  fowl.  4  1-2  P. 
M.  she  has  great  pain,  diminished  lochia,  hard, 
quickened  pulse  ;  takes  sub.  mur.  of  mercury,  9  i. 
5  1-2,  takes  a  clyster  of  a  pint  of  saturated  solu- 
tion of  sulphate  of  soda,  in  infusion  of  senna,  in- 
timately mixed  with  sp.  turp.  3  ii ;  also  swallows 
sp.  turp.  3 '•  A  stool  follows  in  1-4  of  an  hour, 
with  many  small  scybala, — perfect  relief.  2,  A. 
M.  pain  on  left  side  and  thigh  ;  9,  A.  M.  takes 
sp.  turp.  3  iii ;  10  1-2,  is  relieved  ;  noon,  a  stool ; 
4  P.  M.  more  lochia,  a  little  miik ;  midnight, 
pain, — takes  of  her  own  accord,  a  tea  spoonful 
ofsp.  turp. ;  has  a  stool,  and  relief;  3,  more 
milk  ;  4,  enough  milk — she  sits  up  ;  2  1-2  P.  M. 
has  a  liquid,  blackish  stool,  with  3  lumbricoid 
worms,  7  inehes  lonf  ;  5,  eats  boiled  cabbage. 

4  12  P.  M.  goes  from  her  bed  to  the  fire  to 
dress  her  child,  and  takes  1-2  pint  strong  beer, 
then  experiences  a  chili,  lessened  milk  and  lo- 
chia, severe  pain  between  the  shoulders,  thirst, 
some  headach,  abdominal  pain,  and  hardness  of 
pulse.  8  P.  M.  takes  a  clyster  of  a  pint  of  tepid 
water,  and  a  grain  of  tartrite  of  antimony,  in  a 
draught  of  warm  water;  8  3-4  the  clyster  is 
voided  with  scybala,  she  vomits  1-2  a  tea-cup  of 
slimy  substance;  at  9  1-2,  abdominal  pain  and 
soreness;    takes  1  1-2  oz.  of  sp.  turp.  in  1  \-% 
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oz.  water;  vomits  in  10  minutes  a  pint  of  fluid, 
like  dirty  water. — Midnight,  more  milk  and  lo- 
chia, pains  relieved. 

6th,  8  A.  M.  slight  pain  between  the  shoul- 
ders; — she  lays  under  them  bags  of  hot  sand, 
with  immediate  relief,  and  for  precaution  takes 
a  clyster  of  a  pint  of  tepid  water,  with  1  1-2  oz. 
of  sp.  turp.  followed  by  a  liquid  stool  in  1 .2  hour ; 
6  P.  M.  a  liquid  stool;  midnight,  pain  between 
the  shoulders. — 7th,  7  A.  M.  has  a  stool :  4  P.  M. 
return  of  pain  ;  8.  clyster  of  a  pint  of  warm  wa- 
ter, a  stool ;  10,  well. 

A  few  days  after,  she  had  a  severe  hysteric 
affection,  with  copious,  thin,  purulent  discharge 
from  the  vagina  ;  also  another  violent  hysteric 
affection  5  months  after,  ending  in  deep  melan- 
choly, inappetence  and  insensibility,  which  last- 
ed a  fortnight. — See  M.  &  P.  Journ.  vol.  37,  p. 
117,  218,  337. 

was  delivered  Dec.  31,  11  1-2    P.  fit. 

Jan.  1,4  1-2  P.  M.  has  great  pain  in  her  belly, 
lochia  lessened,  pulse  somewhat  hard  and  quick. 
She  takes  sub.  mur.  of  mercury  9i;  5  1-2  P.  M. 
sp.  turp.  gi,  and  a  clyster  of  a  pint  of  saturated 
solution  of  sulphate  of  soda  in  infusion  of  senna, 
intimately  mixed  with  sp.  turp.  g  ii.  A  stool 
with  hardened  feces  followed  in  15  minutes,  and 
perfect  relief. 

Jan.  2nd,  2  A.  M.  she  has  pain  in  her  left  side 
and  thigh;  9,  A.  M.  takes  sp.  turp.  gi;  10  1-2, 
is  relieved  ;  12,  has  a  stool.  4  P.  M.  has  more 
lochia,  a  little  milk  ;  12,  has  pain,  takes  sp.  turp. 
3i;  1,  has  a  slool,  and  relief. — Jan.  3,  more 
milk  ;  sits  at  the  fire — no  more  trouble. 


A.  Taj'lor,  aged  28,  of  swarthy  complexion, 
exhibiting  signs  of  the  melancholic  temperament, 
on  the  evening  of  25th  September,  1814,  was 
delivered  in  three  hours  after  admission.  The 
placenta  in  a  few  minutes  was  expelled  by  the 
natural  efforts. 

Sept.  26th,  morning,  as  she  complained  of  a 
slight  pain  of  the  stomach,  her  bowels  were 
opened  by  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
in  infusion  of  senna  ;  she  was  completely  relieved 

Sept.  27th,  alternating  with  irregular  flush- 
es of  heat,  headach,  pain  in  the  loins,  wan- 
dering pain  in  the  limbs. 

28th,  morning,  she  complained  of  intense  per- 
manent pain  over  the  whole  abdomen,  especial- 
ly in  the  umbilical  region.  On  making  even  in- 
considerable pressure  over  any  part  of  the  ab- 
domen, the  pain  became  excruciating  and  insup- 
portable. There  was  some  slight  fulness  of  the 
abdomen,  without  any  considerable  tension.  Her 
headach  continued;  she  complained  of  restless- 
ness, with  great  prostration  of  strength,  and  de- 
pression of  spirits,  her  countenance  being  strong- 
ly impressed  with  anxiety.  The  pulse  was  120 
in  a  minute,  contracted  and  hard  ;  respiration 
anxious;  thirst  insatiable;  tongue,  towards  its 
middle,  had  a  thick  white  tenacious  crust,  the 
edges  of  bright  red:  nausea,  without  however 
any  effort  to  vomit ;  her  bowels,  had  been 
confined,  under  the  influence  of  a  cathartic, 
which  had  produced  several  liquid  evacuations, 
small,  dark,  and  highly  offensive.  The  skin 
was  dry,  pungently  hot;  the  urine  discharged 
without  difficulty,  in  small  quantity^  high  colour- 
ed, deposited  copious  sediment.  Heemilk,  of 
which  she  had  little  the  preceding  day,  disap- 
peared;  lochial  discharge  was  inconsiderubl 
slightly  offensive. 


Having  taken  13  oz.  of  blood,  as  I  found  the 
pulse  becoming  languid,  I  tied  up  the  arm.  I 
gave  a  strong  cathartic,  the  basis  of  which  was 
calomel,  to  be  followed  by  divided  doses  of  sul- 
phate   of    magnesia:    in  the  evening,  a    blister. 

29th,  she  scarcely  complained  of  internal  pain  ; 
she  could  shift  her  position  without  inconveni- 
ence. The  frequency  of  pulse  was  diminished, 
also  the  thirst  and  heat:  the  tongue  was  more 
clean,  highly  discoloured  and  offensive  evacua- 
tions having  been  produced  by  the  medicines  ad- 
ministered :  the  discharges  too  had  now  become 
feculent  and  somewhat  scybalous.  She  had  no 
milk ;  the  lochia  was  in  trifling  quantity  :  she 
had  passed  a  night  of  restlessness,  which  she  as- 
cribed to  the  blister. 

By  repeated  small  doses  of  laxative  medicines, 
especially  the  salines,  she  so  far  recovered,  I  felt 
justified  in  taking  my  leave. 

Oct.  4th,  we  found  her  under  much  constitu- 
tional irritation.  She  complained  of  no  pain, 
could  bear  considerable  pressure  on  everv  part 
of  the  abdomen,  which  was  little,  if  at  all  en- 
larged :  she  had  some  heat,  with  moisture  which 
approached  to  clamminess.  Her  pulse  was  ra- 
pid, small,  and  compressible ;  her  respiration 
frequent,  anxious  and  laborious;  her  counte- 
nance and  eyes  yellow,  her  cheeks  exhibiting 
the  circumscribed  redness  of  hectic  ;  tongue  foul, 
stomach  extremely  irritable.  She  kept  her  bed, 
but  made  no  complaints,  had  not  refused  food, 
had  been  cheerful,  even  jocular;  but  her  bow- 
els had  been  obstinately  constipated.  10  grains 
of  calomel  had  produced  little  or  no  effect. — 
Pills,  the  basis  of  which  was  compound  extract 
of  colocynth,v'were  directed  to  be  given  till  they 
produced  effect. 

Oct.  5th,  morning,  we  found  her  sinking.  She 
expired  in  the  evening. 

The  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  exhibited 
unequivocal  marks  of  its  having  been  the  sub- 
ject of  sligiit  inflammation  ;  it  adhered  slightly 
to  the  left  Fallopian  tube.  On  laying  open  the 
uterus,  no  appearance  of  mucous  membrane  re- 
mained ;  the  whole  surface  had  assumed  a  gan- 
grenous appearance,  was  extremely  irregular, 
and  of  a  dark  livid  or  greenish  hue,  with  con- 
siderable fetor.  Towards  the  fundus,  which  ap- 
peared to  have  suffered  most,  were  found  por- 
tions of  coagulated  blood.  One  of  the  largest 
occupied  the  left  angle  of  the  uterus,  covering, 
as  nearly  as  we  could  judge,  the  exit  of  the  Fal- 
lopian tube  on  that  side  :  this,  wilh  the  ovary  on 
the  same  side,  was  materially  altered. 

The  spleen,  throughout  the  whole  of  its  con- 
vex surface,  adhered  to  that  portion  of  the  peri- 
toneum, which  lines  the  left  hypochondrium. — 
Internally,  it  had  undergone  very  extraordinary 
morbid  alteration. — Hugh  Ley,  M.  D.  Physician- 
Jlccoucheur  to  the  Westminster-Lying-in-Hospital. 

Recent  dissection  of  an  Idiot,  cet.  25  yrs.  who  weigh- 
ed only  50  pounds. 
On  opening"  the  thorax,  nothing-  unnatural  was 
discovered,  except  some  slight  adhesions.  The 
stomach  and  intestines  were  natural,  excepting 
the  liver,  which  resembled  two  flasks,  of  une- 
qual size, — one  terminating  in  a  point,  the  other 
half  as  large,  parted  on  the  left  side  of  the  spine, 
with  the  gall-bladder  attached  to  it.  The  two 
iobes  of  the  liver  were. united  by  a  substance  re- 
sembling themselves,  an  inch  in  diameter,  and 
four  or  Jive  long:    this,  in  its  middle,  was  con- 


nected to  the  left  of  the  spine,  and  back  part  of 
the  diaphragm.  The  two  lobes  were  kept  asun- 
der by  the  pancreas. 

The  head  was  unusually  small,  the  bones 
thin  ;  the  cranium  easily  separated  from  the  du- 
ra mater,  which  was  enormously  thickened,  firmT 
and  cartilaginous.  Several  spots  in  the  cere- 
brum were  apparently  scirrhous,  specially  be- 
tween the  right  lateral  ventricle  and  cranium  : 
considerable  of  that  portion  of  it  which  general- 
ly lies  in  and  about  the  sella  turcica,  was  want- 
ing, and  its  place  occupied  by  a  thick  matter, 
strongly  resembling  pus.  The  cerebellum  was 
more  natural  in  appearance. 

Where  there  is  deficient  intellectual  capacity, 
distortions  of  the  bones  in  the  extremities  often- 
er  occur,  than  in  the  cranial  bones,  as  well  as 
organic  peculiarities  in  the  abdominal  viscera. — 
In  the  thorax,  fewer,  remarkable  appearances' 
are  noted. 


Seventy-five  students  were  matriculated  Sept.    10,  in 
the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution. 


18  cases  of  dysentery  have  corne  to   our  knowledge 
this  week,  besides  those  in  the  report  of  burials. 


Errata. — Page  13,  col.  1,  for  Parcy,  read  Percy;  p. 
16,  col.  1,  lines  39,  42,  for  tonsels,  laryns,  read  tonsilsy 
larynx ;  38,  col.  2,  1.  28,  supply  C.  M.  Clarke.. 


WEEKLY  REPORT    OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

ENDING    SEP- 

TEMBER    19,  FROM  THE  HEALTH    OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Sept. 

Disease 

y2ge 

12  Eleanor  Fuller, 

Old  age 

82 

Betsey  Hooper, 

Alice  King, 

John  Francis, 

14  Elizabeth  Miriam, 

Slow  fever 

3 

George  P.  R.ead, 

Dysentery 

16  mo. 

Nathan  Hutchinson, 

do. 

45 

Thomas  Carter, 

Moses  Kemp, 

Drowned 

40 

Isabella  Richardson, 

Dropsy  in  the  h 

;ad 

16  mo. 

15  Charles  H.  Clark, 

Cholera 

18  mo. 

Else  Magher, 

Consumption, 

50 

Sarah  Cuffey, 

do. 

23 

Alice  Ford, 

Charles  H.  Williams, 

child 

Malohe, 

Still  bora. 

16  Mary  Badger, 

Old  age 

8t 

Richard  D.  Child, 

Canker, 

13  mo. 

Elizabeth  Barnes, 

Old  age 

80 

17  McLean, 

Still  born 

Steph.  W,  Jackson,  jr.  Cholera  18  mo. 

Lucy  Holmes,                 Inflammation  bowels  20  mo. 

18  Edward  F.  Page,           Quincy  5 

19  William  Fitzgerald,      Typhus  fever  49 


A  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  in  2  vols,  by  T. 
R.  Beck,  M.  D.  of  Albany,  in  on  its  way  to  Cummings> 
flilliard  &  Co.'s  bookstore,  No.  1,  Cornhill. 

OCT.  A.  MARCH  will    commtnee  his   course   of. 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in   Albany,  Tuesday,  INov. 
18th.     Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the   best   method   to- 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science.1'     Tickets 
10  dolls. 

RAMS  A.  Y,  M.  D.  will  begin  a  course  of  Lectures 
on    Anatomy  at   the    middle  of  Oct.  which  will 
last  two  months.  Conway,  JV.  H. 

"BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELUGENCER : 
Edited  by  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  m.  d. — Published  weekly 
by  John  Cotton,  Proprietor,  (to  whom  all  Communi- 
cations must  be  directed,  post-paid)  at  two  dollars  a 
year,  payable  in  advance,  for  six  months  or  a  year. — 
Subscriptions  received  at  his  Office,  No.  47,  Marlboro'- 
Street,  corner  of  Franklin-Street,  or  at  the  Bookstore, 
same  No.  

PRINTING,    IN   ALL    ITS    VARIOUS     BRANCHES,    NEATI.* 
EXECUTED    AS   ABOVE. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 


SITFFICIT  SI  ai'ID  FIAT    INTELT.IGAMl'S,    ETSI  &UO  MOBO  FIVT  IGNORKMUS. CICEP.O. 


Vol.  I. 


TUESDAY,     SEPTEMBER  30,    1823. 


No.  20. 


Synopsis  of  the  Weather  and  Diseases,  from  18t4, 

to  1823,  8  yrs. 

Continued  from  page  62. 
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Diseases  which 
prevailed. 


39 

43 

7 

24 

49 

8 

20 

40 

46 

52 

7 

24 

44 

52 

5 

25 

41 

48 

6 

25 

40 

48 

11 

19 
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10 
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31 

35 

7 

24 

34 

35 

10 

20 

43 

9 

22 

43 

6 

24 

34 

42 

11 

20 

Bpt.fev.  abscess,  swell- 
ing- of  throat  Sz  tongue. 
Scarlatiua,    sphacelus. 

Puerperal    fev.   rubeo- 
la, scarlatina. 
Puerperal  fev.  spotted 

fever,  scarlatina. 
Abscesses,     puerperal 

fever. 
Puerperal  fever. 

Typhus  fever. 

Typhus  fever. 

Dysentery. 

Typhus  fever. 

No  prevailing  disease. 

Pneumony. 


stage,    Virginian 
sp.     terebinth, 


In  Jan.  1817,  spotted  fever  appears  to  have 
changed  its  form,  though  cases  of  fever  resem- 
bling spotted  fever  are  very  frequent,  generally 
much  milder  than  that  disease  in  former  years. 
In  the  latter  part  of  1816,  a  singular  swelling  of 
the  throat  and  tongue  was  somewhat  frequent : 
Since  the  commencement  of  1817,  much  more 
so.  In  some  instances  the  swelling  was  confined 
"to  the  integuments  of  the  neck.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  disease,  the  papillae  of  the  tongue 
appeared  dry  and  dead,  like  beef  hung  several 
hours  in  the  sun  ;  as  the  disease  progressed,  the 
the  tongue  became  very  dark,  sometimes  almost 
black,  and  the  external  membrane  peeled. 

In  several  cases  the  patient  was  seized  with 
violent  pain  in  the  tip  of  the  finger  or  toe  ;  in  a 
few  hours  it  became  swollen,  of  a  dark  purple. 
A  red  line  appeared  from  the  finger  to  the 
threat,  or  side  of  the  head,  following  the  course 
of  the  principal  lymphatics:  in  these  cases  the 
throat  or  face  sometimes  swelling,  abscesses  of- 
ten formed  in  the  course  of  the  line,  the  point 
of  the  finger  sometimes  suppurated  ;  gangrene 
has  rapidly  spread  from  it  over  half  of  the  body, 
and  proved  suddenly  fatal.  A  small  chap  or 
scratch  has  been  the  apparent  cause  of  the  local 
affection. 

Simple  incised  wounds  were  often  followed  bv 
the  epidemic.  Solutions  of  acetate  of  lead,  or 
vinegar,  or  water,  appeared  uniformly  to  have 
bad  effect;  these  inflammations  were  treated 
successfully  by  stimulants  and  tonic* ;  sp.  tere- 
binth and  opium  to  the  part,  camphorated  oil. 
decoction  of  white  pine-hark  in  brandv.  or  -^ith 
sp.  terebinth,  Peruvian  bark,  were  useful.  The 
extremities  were  for  the  most  part  cool ;  it  was 
proper  to  keep  them  in  warm  flannels. 

The  swollen  tongue,  in  the   hot  stage,  wonl'd 
frequently  be   reduced    during    the   operation 


of  an  emet.'c.  In  the  cold 
snake-root,  camphorated  oi 
aether,  Peruvian  bark,  &.c.  red  pepper,  salt  and 
flower  a  a  mixed  in  water,  were  very  proper  as 
a  gargle,  &  internally.  Externally,  the  same  ap- 
plications as  before  mentioned,  and  blisters,  gen- 
erally. If  tendency  to  gangrene  is  great,  it  may 
be  better  to  apply  the  flies    as  a  wash. 

In  Feb.  and  March  there  were  several  cases 
of  measles,  often  very  severe,  the  eruption  very 
dark  ;  such  cases  got  the  name  of  black  measles. 
This  disease  prevailed  in  some  places  in  1816. 
There  were  likewise  several  cases  which  differ- 
ed fiom  scarlet  fever  in  not  being  attended  with 
any  considerable  desquamation  of  the  cuticle 
on  the  inside  of  the  hands,  and  the  patient  after 
recovery  seemed  not  liable  to  anasarca  ;  in  some 
cases  the  disease  was  first  apparent  from  the 
pain  and  swelling  in  the  point  of  the  finger  and 
red  line  extending  to  the  neck  or  head,  &c. 

In  the  spring  and  summer  puerperal  fever  pre- 
vailed very  fatally.  Fever  seldom  attends  preg- 
nancy ;  it  often  commenced  immediately  af- 
ter delivery ;  more  freqnently  the  milk-fever 
seemed  the  exciting  cause.  The  patient  is  for 
the  most  part  attacked  with  violent  shivering, 
succeeded  by  heat,  pain,  and  swelling  of  the  ab- 
domen ;  pain  and  confusion  of  the  head,  counte- 
nance generally  pale  and  sunk,  breathing  labo- 
rious and  difficult,  extremities  cool,  pulse  small 
and  quick,  in  some  instances  full  and  soft. 

Puerperal  fever  has  been  successfully  treated 
by  an  emetic*  at  the  commencement  of  the  hot 
stage,  and  repeated,  as  a  full  emetic,  or  in  nau- 
seating doses,  so  as  in  a  good  degree  to  arrest 
succeeding  febrile  paroxysms.  In  the  cola*  stage, 
stimulants,  tonics,  cordials,  pro  re  natd,  and  ex- 
ternal applications :  gangrene,  or  a  state  ap- 
proaching it,  has  almost  always  preceded  death. 
We  have  generally  used  external  applications 
similar  to  those  last  described,  in  inflammation 
and  gangrene  of  the  extremities.  The  woman 
should  be  kept  constantly  warm  and  dry:  if  the 
heat  of  the  abdomen  should  be  considerable, 
camphorated  or  olive-oil,  to  the  part,  and  eme- 
tics.* will  generally  reduce  heat. 

In  the  summer,  typhus,  was  rather  more  fre- 
quent than  usual ;  in  September,  a  few  severe 
cases  of  dysentery  occurred  i^h^  December,  a 
few  cases  of  pneumony.  job  wij-son,  m.  d. 

Salisbury,  Sept.  19,  1823. 


*  The  patient  may  be  below  the  emetic   point. — See 
"  Inquiry  into  Spotted  Fever,"  p.  199. 


TETANUS. 

July  15,  1821,  P.  M.,  J.  VV.  fell  from  a   load 

of  hay,  and   struck    his    shoulders    against   the 

ground,  complained  of  considerable    pain   about 

the    diaphragm,    and    embarrassed     respiration, 

which  increased,  an  hour. — He  was  bled   till  he 

could  draw  a  long  breath,  and  was  easier; — took 

tioct.  of  opium  gtt.  30;  sulphate  of  soda  1  oz.  in 

1   1-2  hour  after.     In  an  hour,  had  violent    pain 

the   jaw  and  head,  and  wandering  pain    gene- 

dlv,   syncope,    violent    convulsions,  grating  of 

•eth  : — took  sulphate  of  soda   in    senna,  in  1-2 

lout,   tt.    of  opium   60  gtt. ; — in  8    hours  felt 


disposition  to  stool,    tetanus    quite    subsided ;    a 
stool  followed.  j,  j} 

Southborough. 

A  hearty,  ruddy  girl,  aet.  17,  Nov.  1809,  trod 
on  a  rusty  nail,  which  passed  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  in  the  ball  of  the  foot.  A  week  after,  she 
had  uneasiness  at  the  pit  of  her  stomach,  stiff- 
ness of  her  jaw,  and  costiveness  :  it  became  dif- 
ficult to  press  a  spoon  between  her  teeth  :  vio- 
lent spasm  from  her  foot  to  the  pit  of  her  stom- 
ach, and  thence  to  her  jaws,  caused  her  often  to 
cry  out.  Her  bowels  were  obstructed  :  under 
a  very  free  use  of  senna  and  sulphate  of  soda, 
given  by  the  stomach  and  by  clyster :  she  was 
quite  relieved  in  five  days.  Then  followed  a 
festival,  in  which  she  indulged  her  appetite  ;  her 
ailment  returned,  and  was  removed  under  the 
same  treatment  as  before. 

S.  a  hearty  lad,  act.  17,  has  been  6  1-2  week*-, 
employed  as  a  painter  in  town,  and  for  19    mos. 
before,  as  a  painter  in  a  74  gun-ship,  on  a    voy- 
age, during  which  he  slept  in  the   paint-room,  8 
feet  square. 

Nov.  8. — Has  had  only  small,  costive  stools 
for  a  week  ;  has  taken  of  his  own  accord  cal- 
cined magnesia,  a  table  spoonful ;  castor  oil  and 
comp.  tinct.  of  senna,- 1-2  oz.  of  each. — 4  P.  M. 
takes  sulphate  of  soda  1  1-2  oz. ;  at  9,  2  oz.  in  s 
pint  of  warm  water  by  clyster. — 10  P.  M.  the 
same. — 1 1,  returns  the  clyster  with  a  spoonful 
of  faeces. 

9th,  takes  sulphate  of  S.  1  1-2  oz.  in  a  tum- 
bler of  strong  infusion  of  senna,  and  during  the 
day  6  clysters,  which  are  returned. — 10th,  sub» 
muriate  of  mercury  grs  x,  and  6  clysters. — 11th, 
sp.  of  turpentine,  a  wine  glass ;  and  the  same 
quantity  in  a  clyster,  which  is  returned  with 
some  matter,  said  to  resemble  the  scrapings  of 
the  intestines  of  swine. —  12th  sp.  turp.  and  clys- 
ters as  before,  6  clysters  of  warm  water  :  6  P.  M. 
1-2  pint  of  decoct,  of  senna. — 13th,  4  A^  M. 
plentiful  stools,  and  relief. 

I  have  several  times  witnessed  such  cases,  in 
which  obstinate  costiveness,  with  pain  in  the 
bowels,  and  vomition,  have  continued  several 
days,  notwithstanding  such  treatment  as  was  re- 
sorted to  in  this  case.  Is  the  relief  probably 
attributable  to  the  treatment,  or  to  spontaneous 
effort  of  the  system  ?  In  some  cases  in  which 
larger  and  more  frequent  doses  were  used,  the 
result  was  unsatisfactory. 


~~b-£L  aged  47,  has  very  often  had  severe  paint- 
ers colic:  has  had  a  hard  cough  this  year  ;  much 
aggravated  a  month  ago  by  going  abroad  one 
midnight  without  drawers. 

Dec.  10,  1821,  he  had  specially  pain  in  the 
breast,  went  to  the  barber's,  came  home  much 
worse.— 8  P.  Ms  greatly  distressed  for  breath; 
took  laudanum  of  his  own  accord. — 10,  pulse  fee- 
ble ;  he  takes  tartrite  of  antimony,  grs.  v  ;  its 
operation  gave  temporary  relief. 

10th,  8  A.  M.  pulse  feeble,  most  distressful 
countenance ;  a  blister,  applied  last  night,  did  not 
act. — 7  P.  M.  pulse  feeble,  lukewarm  sweats,; 
no  relief — he  takes  submur.  of  mercury,  gr.  2^ 
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opium,  gr.  1-2,  tartrite  of  antimony,  gr.  1-2,  hour- 
ly, for  4  hours. 

11th,  4  1-2  A.  M.  he  dies. — 3  P.  M.  cartilages 
<of  the  ribs  completely  ossified  ;  a  quart  of  semi- 
Jransparent  fluid  on  the  right  side  of  the  lungs; 
lungs  very  attenuated,  resembling  spleen.  Per- 
cussion of  the  right  side  indicated  the  seat  of 
the  disease.  He  had  been  long  unable  to  lie  on 
his  left  side. 


has    headach    from 


Jan.  17, 
till  sunset,  is  habitually  costive.     10  A.  M 
S.  M.  of  mercury,  £rs.  vi.— 6  P.  M.  has  a 


sunrise 
takes 
stool. 


Jan.  18,  6  A.  M.  takes  a  table  spoonful  of  pow- 
dered red  cinchona.  No  return  of  headach — 
well.  w" 

H E ,  ?et.  13,  printer's  boy,  habitu- 
ally pale,  subject  to  loose  cough  ;  when  unwell, 
inclined  to  light  delirium.  Nov.  25,  P.  M.  he 
was  observed  to  be  unwell,  yet  he  kept  at  work  : 
on  return  home,  and  through  Nov.  26,  was  chil- 
ly, had  pain  in  the  head  and  back. — 27,  A.  M.  he 
look  infusion  of  senna,  with  manna  ;  had  4  stools 
by  Nov.  29,  A.  M.— 4  1-2  P.  M.  I  visit  him  the 
first  time  ;  find  him  sitting  without  fire,  with  pain 
in  his  right  side  mostly,  and  his  forehead,  and 
with  painful  loose  cough.  He  is  put  to  bed  in  a 
room  with  a  fire,  a  vesicatory  to  his  side  and 
forehead. 

10  P.  M.  the  pains  are  removed,  his  counte- 
nance flushed,  pulse  full,  rather  quick  and  fre- 
quent, hands  hot,  feet  cold  ;  he  is  somewhat  de- 
lirious. His  bed  cloaths  are  lessened  and  smooth- 
ed ;  -a  vessel  of  warm  water  is  put  to  his  feet ; 
his  hands  are  frequently  wiped  with  a  cloth  sat- 
urated with  cold  water  ;  he  craves  and  takes  ci- 
der with  two  parts  of  water,  has  a  stool,  said  to 
he  of  the  common  appearance. 

Nov.  30,  9  A.  M.  craves  and  takes  a  small  cup 
of  coffee  with  milk,  has  no  fever,  has  pain  in  right 
side,  expectoration.—  A  vesicatory  is  put  to  his 
side  ;  he  takes  powdered  yellow  Peruvian  bark 
3iss,  in  a  draught  of  water,  to  anticipate  the 
recurrence  of  fever,  which  is  said  to  have  ap- 
peared yesterday  at  1 1  A.  M. — 4  P.  M.  When 
he  coughs,  he  has  pain  in  his  right  side,  craves 
toast,  and  takes  a  piece  slightly  buttered,  and 
dipped  in  hot  milk. 

Dec.  1,  9  A.  M.  takes  coffee  with  milk;  10, 
2-3  pint-clyster  of  tepid  water;  12  1-2  P.  M.  a 
tea-cup  full  of  strained  mutton  broth  ;  l.P.  M.  a 
Clyster ;  4,  has  a  stool,  rather  costive.  Dec.  3, 
sits  up  an  hour.     4,  sits  up  all  day. 


PUERPERAL  DISEASES. 

,  delivered  of  her  second    child,  Sept. 

23,  3  A.  M.— 24th,  3,  P.  M.  has  severe  pain  in 
the  loins,  and  front  of  abdomen,  no  lochia,  flaccid 
breasts. — 8  P.  M.  takes  submur.  of  mercury,  gr. 
xx. ;  sulphate  of  soda  3  iss,  and  two  clysters,  of  a 
pint  each,  of  saturated  solution  of  sulphate  of  soda. 
— 10  P.  M.  has  a  stool,  pain  subsides,  lochia  re- 
turns, breasts  become  full. 

Mrs.    M was    delivered    of  her    third 

child,  Feb.  18.  3  weeks  before,  she  had  passed 
a  week  without  having  had  a  stool. — 20,  lochia 
almost  ceased. — 5th,  pain  in  the  loins,  and  fluor 
a'.bus  ;  she  has  had  no  stool  for  two  days, — takes 
S.  M.  grs.  x,  at  9  P.  M.  Vomited  several  times 
in  the  night,  and  was  very  frequently  purged, 
for  24  hours.- — 6th,  fluor*albus  is  very  much  les- 
sened.— 7th,  fluor  albus  has  almost  ceased. — 
fituch.  5,  she  is  well. 


A.  B.  a  fortnight  after  childbirth,  was  entirely 
recovered,  when  she  was  seized  with  giddi- 
ness, then  with  violent  pain  of  the  head,  neither 
of  which  yielded  to  the  common  remedies  em- 
ployed on  such  occasions.  Nothing  which  was 
done  made  any  impression  on  the  disease.  The 
symptoms  of  disordered  brain  increased  rapidly; 
she  became  senseless,  fell  into  constant  delirium, 
followed  by  convulsions  and  death.  She  had 
eaten  some  oysters  on  the  day  preceding  the  at- 
tack of  giddiness. 

M.  ast.  26,  at  the  end  of  3  weeks  from  her  3d 
childbirth  was  free  from  every  ailment.  Sat. 
night,  she  was  attacked  with  pain  in  the  head, 
which  was  not  violent,  but  towards  evening,  in- 
creased considerably,  and  in  the  night  became 
very  severe.  The  first  time  since  her  confine- 
ment, she  had,  Saturday  evening,  eaten  8  or  10 
oysters,  boiled  in  their  liquor.  She  lost  16  oz. 
of  blood  from  her  arm  ;  an  emetic  did  not  act : 
by  repeated  purgatives,  large  evacuations  were 
produced  from  the  bowels;  towards  evening, 
the  pain  was  mitigated.  Tuesday  morning,  it 
was  aggravated,  more  blood  was  taken  away, 
the  bowels  were  kept  in  a  loose  state,  a  blister 
was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  In  the  af- 
ternoon she  was  much  worse  ;  from  this  time 
she  was  attended  by  Dr.  Reynolds  and  me. 
— She  had  a  slow,  full  pulse;  it  was  therefore 
agreed  the  bleeding  should  be  repeated.  In 
the  night,  the  pain  became  more  severe,  all  the 
symptoms  of  pressure  on  the  brain  increased. — 
Towards  evening  she  became  very  delirious, 
the  pupil  of  the  eye  much  dilated,  even  under 
strong  light ;  in  the  night  she  was  attacked  with 
violent  convulsions,  and  died. 

,  set.  30,  for  several  days  after  delivery, 

had  continued  free  from  disorder.  At  length 
she  beo-an  to  complain  of  headach,  and  a  sense 
of  internal  fulness  of  the  head.  These  symp- 
toms not  having  yielded  to  bleeding,  purging  and 
low  diet,  and  a  state  of  coma  coming  on,  the 
husband,  a  medical  man,  became  alarmed,  and 
called  on  me.  I  found  her  in  utter  insensibil- 
ity, with  fluttering  pulse,  and  in  sixteen  hours 
she  expired.  She  had  eaten  12  raw  oysters, 
on  the  day  preceding  the  attack  of  headach  ;  in 
all  other  respects  her  diet  had  been  very  simple. 

T.  mother  of  several  children,  by  the  end  of 
10  or  12  days  after  childbirth,  was  free  from 
disorder.  In  the  course  of  one  night,  she  was 
seized  with  severe  pain  in  the  head,  with  con- 
siderable impatience  of  light.  These  symptoms 
became  more  violent  towards  morning,  so  as  to 
excite  great  alarm.  She  had,  two  days  preceding 
the  attack,  eaten  oyster-sauce  to  some  chicken, 
and  about  a  dozen  oysters.  The  same  course 
was  pursued  as  in  the  former  cases.  The  pain 
of  the  head  yielded  by  slow  degrees,  and  she 
at  length  recovered. 

H.  had  been  delivered  of  her  third  child  a 
month,  and  had  returned  to  her  ordinary  modes 
of  life.  On  waking  one  morning-,  she  complain- 
ed of  pain  in  her  head,  not  sufficiently  violent  to 
confine  her  to  her  room.  In  the  afternoon  she 
fell  on  the  floor  senseless,  convulsed,  snorting, 
and  foaming  at    the   mouth.     Bleeding   from    a 


and  water,  applied  cold  to  the  scalp.  This  al- 
ways afforded  temporary  relief.  Of  late  years 
she  has  enjoyed  good  health.  The  day  before 
the  attack  she  had  indulged  in  eating  oysters. 
She  had  in  all  other  points  adhered  to  a  very 
simple  and  regular  diet,  and  no  other  circum- 
stance had  occurred,  to  which  the  disease  could 
be  attributed. 

,  3  days  after  delivery,  was  suddenly  at- 
tacked with  excruciating  pain  in  her  head,  scarce- 
ly able  to  utter  a  monosyllable  articulately  ;  she 
found  it  very  difficult  to  explain  she  was  nearly 
blind,  after  making  many  attempts  to  say  "dim." 
The  preceding  day  she  had  eaten  some  oysters. 
She  was  bled  very  largely  from  a  considera- 
ble orifice  in  a  large  vein.  Her  head  was  kept 
cold  and  raised  high,  the  bowels  were  copiously 
evacuated.  By  these  means,  the  symptoms 
were  abated,  she  had  more  power  of  articula- 
tion, her  vision  was  improved ; — as  some  of 
the  symptoms  continued,  she  again  lost  blood. 
She  was  directed  to  live  wholly  on  farinaceous 
decoctions.  The  bowels  were  kept  very  open, 
and  at  length  she  recovered.  As  soon  as  she 
regained  the  power  of  speech,  she  said  every 
thing  appeared  to  her  as  if  viewed  through  a 
black  veil;  her  sense'  of  hearing  very  imper- 
fect, which  was  indeed  very  observable  to  any 
person  present.  j.  clarke,  m.  d. 

London,  March  7,  1814. 


large  vein,  purging,  blistering,  and  low  living, 
at  length  succeeded  in  removing  the  pressing 
symptoms,  and  she  at  length  recovered  ;  but  for 
a  long  time  continued  liable  to  pain3  in  the 
head.  These  were  moderated  by  keeping  the 
head  shaved,  and  often  wet  with  spirit,  aether 


HYSTERIA. 

A  morbid  state  without  fever,  characterized 
principally  by  suspension,  generally  incomplete, 
of  sensorial,  intellectual  and  moral  power,  with 
convulsion  ;  is  almost  peculiar  to  women,  appears 
by  paroxysms.  Some  people  have  but  one  par- 
oxysm, others  suffer  for  20  years.  It  is  gene- 
rally preceded  by  fright,  (in  one  instance  hyste- 
ria ceased  for  a  year,  after  a  fright  from  the 
bite  of  a  horse)  chagrin,  or  frequent  vexation^ 
melancholy,  mcroseness. 

It  most  prevails  in  the  nervous  temperament, 
which  is  most  developed  in  women,  from  some- 
times a  year  or  two  before  puberty.  It  is  in- 
duced, increased  under  every  stimulus,  certain 
sorts  of  music,  or  noises,  strong  drink,  venereal 
sensation  too  often  excited,  pain  of  expelling  the 
fetus,  love  and  its  anxieties,  ennui 

Almost  all  hysteric  people  are  of  lively  im- 
agination, easily  disquieted  to  the  last  degree, 
at  any  instant,  for  the  slightest  motive,  are 
quick,  impatient,  irascible,  headstrong,  stubborn, 
ungovernable  ;  some  cannot  bear  the  light,  the 
least  noise,  s  weak  odour,  changes  of  tempera- 
ture ;  the  air,  charged  with  electricity,  always 
incommodes  them  much;  their  sleep  is  generally 
incomplete,  with  painful  dreams.  Some  are  tac- 
iturn, disposed  to  solitude,  have  a  foolish,  forced 
gaiety,  laugh  indefinitely  for  the  most  trifling 
motives.  In  some,  fits  occur  only  in  warm  wea- 
ther, or  in  a  crowded  room  ;  often  only  in  cold 
weather. 

Between  the  fits,  specially  if  they  are  frequent, 
often  in  the  day,  daily,  or  several  times  in  a 
week,  there  is  continual  headach,  less  than  in 
the  fits,  aggravated  by  the  slighest  contradic- 
tions, the  least  exertion,  heat,  cold,  stimulant 
drinks;  then  the  sufferers  are  giddy,  almost  or 
quite  insane;  generally  incapable  of  a  few  hours' 
occupation  in  objects  which  demand  attention. — • 
Almost  all  of  them  are  sometimes  absent,  have 
moments  when  they  are  thinking  of  nothing,  or 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 


10 


strongly  preoccupied,  insensible  to  external  ob- 
jects, and  to  what  is  said  to  them.  In  some,  mem- 
ory is  weakened,  almost  abolished.  Many  have 
insupportable  tingling*,  buzzings  in  the  ear,  ver- 
tigo ;  many,  specially  in  summer,  are  continual- 
ly drowsy,  yet  sleep  does  not  follow.  Some  ex- 
perience inquietude,  numbness  of  the  whole  mus- 
cular system,  cramps  in  some  muscles  of  the 
limbs,  larynx  and  thorax,  repeated  and  fatiguing 
yawning. 

Generally,  between  the  fits,  at  least  with  peo- 
ple whose  organs  of  respiration  are  well  formed, 
or  not  disordered  by  numerous  and  strong  attacks, 
specially  if  the  cause  of  the  affection  was  tran- 
sient, as  fright,  and  no  organ  is  readily  disorder- 
ed, the  general  state  of  the  nutritive  and  repro- 
ductive function  is  not  impaired,  nor  the  com- 
plexion changed.  In  a  few  minutes,  or  at  most 
a  few  hours  after  the  fit,  these  functions  resume 
their  agency. 

Attacks  without  an  immediate  exciting  cause, 
are  almost  always  preceded,  from  20  minutes  to 
■  several  days  by  warnings,  so  that  patients  at  Salpe- 
triere,  feeling  them,  throw  themselves  on  their 
bed,  and  cause  themselves  to  be  secured  there. — 
These  warnings  are  mental  and  muscular  agita- 
tion, slight  spasms,  cramp,  sometimes  involunta- 
ry laughter  till  respiration  is  straitened  almost  to 
suffocation,  sometimes  alternating  with  abun- 
dant tears,  extreme  sadness.  Soon  the  headach 
becomes  insupportable  ;  generally  on  the  top  of 
the  head,  it  is  sensible  to  pressure,  painful  under 
motion  ; — it  seems  as  compressed  as  on  an  anvil, 
struck  forcibly  by  a  hammer,  or  the  brain  boil- 
ing, or  in  contact  with  boiling  oil.  Some  com- 
plain of  horrible  hissings  and  detonations.  As 
soon  as  the  patient  falls,  use  of  the  senses  is 
partially  suspended,  she  generally  utters  sharp 
cries,  or  a  cry  like  a  wolf's  howl :  most  young 
girls,  in  crying,  call  their  mother.  The  sufferer 
generally  hears  every  thing  passing  about  her, 
but  gives  no  answer,  being  quite  occupied  with 
her  pain. 

The  zigomato  and  fernporo-maxillary  mus- 
cles are  strongly  contracted,  convulsed,  keep  the 
jaws  together,  the  teeth  chatter  and  gnash. — 
The  small  muscles  of  the  face,  eyelids  and  eyes, 
are  generally  shut,  very  little  agitated  ;  the  face 
animated,  red,  injected.  There  is  a  sensation 
of  pressure  of  the  gullet,  of  strangluation  be- 
cause the  muscles  of  the  glottis  keep  somewhat 
straitened,  and  the  neighbouring  muscles  com- 
press the  larynx  and  trachea.  The  thorax  is 
compressed  ;  the  diaphragm  seems  immoveable, 
like  a  bar  across  the  thorax,  or  rises  and  falls 
convulsively.  The  abdomen  suffers  violent 
retraction,  (whence  results  painful  pressure  on 
its  organs)  flattening,  undulatory  coutraction 
of  its  muscles.  The  back,  and  back  of  the 
neck,  are  alternately  shook,  bent,  straighten- 
ed, the  head  fixed  back  ;  limbs  bend  and  ex- 
tend themselves  violently,  become  stiff  and  re- 
laxed. The  sufferers,  left  alone,  bruise,  strike, 
tear  themselves,  rend  their  hair. 

Muscular  contraction  compresses  the  vessels, 
forces  the  blood  into  the  external  veins,  special- 
ly of  the  head:  the  jugulars  sometimes  become 
enormous,  and  preserve  a  size  more  than  twice 
the  ordinary.  Convulsion  from  the  abdomen  to 
the  larynx,  is  the  cause  of  "  the  ball  rising 
from  the  womb  to  the  neck  ;"  or,  as  is  much 
more  common,  from  the  diaphragm. 

All  the  symptoms   are   simultaneous.     Every 


two  or  three  minutes  a  remission  may  occur. — 
Attacks  cease  after  from  20  minutes  to  several 
hours  ;  after  1 — 40,  remissions,  sometimes  with 
abundant  tears,  or  immoderate  laughter.  The 
sufferer  complains  of  extreme  muscular  lassitude, 
that  her  limbs  have  been  bruised  ;  bites,  her 
teeth  are  painful,  on  edge,  sometimes  locked. — 
Sometimes  there  is  a  palsy  of  some  sense,  of  the 
voice,  of  some  muscular  parts,  one  day  in  one 
part,  another  day  in  another. 

Many  patients  froth,  as  in  epilepsy,  become 
epileptic,  or  hysteric  and  epileptic  alternately  ; 
sometimes  they  are  cataleptic  ;  sometimes  cata- 
lepsy and  convulsions  alternate.  Some  have 
presented  a  state  of  somnambulism.  Some  suf- 
ferers have  fits  from  once  monthly,  to  twice  dai- 
ly, almost  continually  for  several  days  together, 
without  regularity  as  to  time. 

Sympathetic  disorders  are  very  rare,  unless 
the  disease  has  lasted  several  years,  or  attacks 
a  bad  constitution :  then  the  skin  becomes  pale, 
yellow,  earthy,  dry  ;  the  eyes  languishing,  sur- 
rounded with  a  livid  circle  ;  the  features  fall,  ex- 
press^ indifference,  disgust.  The  heart  is  or- 
dirvi,.  fb  IsiJ  ?ct  to  frequent  palpitation  under 
slighic?t  causes,  as  fatigue,  too  quick  motion, 
and  the  sulferer  thinks  she  has  aneurism,  which 
sometimes  takes  place  after  many  years  :  one  or 
two  violent  painful  palpitations  sometimes  cause 
the  sufferer  to  start  and  wake. 

From  the  moment  the  attack  commences, 
and  while  it  lasts,  the  heart  beats  with, extreme 
force  and  quickness  ;  the  anterior  cerebral  arte- 
ries are  hard,  vibratory,  pulsate  more  strongly 
than  other  arteries.  The  same  is  true  of  insane 
people  in  the  period  of  excitement.  Very  often, 
an  undulatory  movement  is  observed  in  the  jug- 
ular veins;  the  blood  seems  repelled  in  the  veins 
by  pressure  on  the  great  vessels  in  the  thorax. 
Scarcely  has  the  attack  ceased,  when  the  cere- 
bral arteries  seem  suddenly  to  unbend,  like  a 
tight  cord  ready  to  break.  This  is  perhaps  the 
best  circumstance  for  ascertaining  whether  the 
attacks  are  feigned.  \ 

Next  after  the  heart,  the  ,lungs  are  oftenest 
affected,  the  sufferers  being  generally  at  the 
age  when  the  lungs  are  most  subject  to  chronic 
irritation,  slow  fatal  consumption,  dry  nervous 
cough,  pains,  spitting  of  blood. 

Sometimes,  but  more  rarely,  there  is  want  ot 
appetite,  disgust  at  food,  ravenousness;  food  is 
immediately  vomited,  even  with  apparently  per- 
fect health,;  there  is  pain  of  the  stomach  from 
food:  very  often  longings  without  appetite. — 
Hematamesis,  during  the  attacks,  seems  not 
rarely  the  result  of  chagrin,  and  long  sadness; 
profuse  bleeding  and  suffocation  are  to  be  appre- 
hended. The  teeth  are  readily  attacked  with 
caries,  and  sometimes  worn  or  broke.  The  blad- 
der is  sometimes  incapacitate^  to  pass  or  hold 
urine. 

Menstruation  is  regular  in  more  than  three 
fourths  of  the  sufferers,  even  during  the  attacks. 
A  person,  subject  to  hysteria  7  years,  became  re- 
lieved for  5  years;  her  menstruation  was  sup- 
pressed under  fright. 

Exercise,  mechanical  employment,  constant 
occupation  of  the  mind  in  proper  objects,  avoid- 
ance of  romances,  are  requisite  ;  not  to  go  to  bed 
till  sleepiness  is  felt,  nor  to  stay  there  after  wak- 
ing; to  use  unsiimulating'  diet,  watery  drink, 
cold  bath  in  summer. 

When  we  see   change  of  character,  absence, 


disposition  to  solitude,  to  shed  tears  with  unwill- 
ingness to  say  why,  slight  choking,  oppression  of 
the  thorax  and  larynx,  alternate  paleness  and  red- 
ness of  the  face,  transient  puffs  of  heat;  the  suf- 
ferer is  threatened  with  insanity,  hysteria,  or 
much  more  rarely  with  hypochondria.  It  is  al- 
most certain,  unless  another  cause  positively  ap- 
pears, that  in  girls  scarcely  arrived  to  puberty, 
these  symptoms  are  attributable  to  masturbation: 
in  girls  a  little  older,  to  other  sexual  considera- 
tions: in  women  older  than  25  years,  to  anxiety 
respecting  their  establishment  in  life  :  in  young 
married  women,  to  crosses,  jealousy,  domestic 
chagrin  :  in  (hose  older  than  40  or  45,  to  the 
jealousy  and  chagrin  occasioned  by  the  progress 
of  age. 

People  subject  to  vapours,  who  are  nervous, 
irritable,  are  apt  to  seek  situations  which  excite 
vivid  emotions.  1  have  seen  at  Salpetriere  a 
considerable  number  of  women,  called  hysteric, 
who  had  exposed  themselves  to  coition,  and  be- 
come pregnant,  without  experiencing  any  relief; 
with  some,  the  consequent  attacks  were  more 
frequent  and  violent.  m.  georget,  m.  d. 

Paris,  1821. 


A  man,  ast.  48,  had  been  invalid  2  years, — 15 
months  ago  had  abdominal  dropsy,  which  after 
a  time  lessened  of  itself.  He  was  tapped  Aug. 
1st,  1808  ;  in  20  hours  appeared  to  be  nearly  as_ 
full  as  before  the  operation.  As  the  last  por- 
tion of  fluid  was  passing  from  the  canula,  the 
region  of  the  stomach  appeared  distended  with 
fluid,  which  could  not  be  displaced  by  pressure. 
He  died  Aug.  17;  he  passed  no  urine  the  last 
24  hours,  little  for  several  days. 

Six  hours  after  death,  same  quantity  of  water 
was  drawn  from  the  abdomen  as  before,  colour 
between  yellow  and  red ;  great  emaciation  ;  caul 
adhered  strongly  to  the  superior  edge  of  the 
liver,  and  to  the  abdominal  parietes  contiguous 
to  the  liver  ;  also  adhered  to  the  intestines  strong- 
ly ;  iiver  and  diaphragm  were  firmly  united  by 
the  whole  of  their  opposite  surfaces;  liver  much 
protruded  upwards,  exceedingly  hard.  By  ad- 
hesions of  the  diaphragm,  the  abdomen  was  di- 
vided-into  two  cavities;  the  upper  cavity  re- 
mained full  of  fluid,  after  the  water  was  drawn 
off  through  the  canula  by  puncture,  midway  be- 
tween the  navel  and  tuber  ilii.  [see  line  32]  two 
inches  above  the  original  puncture.  A  coagu- 
lum  of  blood,  of  the  size  of  a  goose's  egg,  most 
firmly  adhered  to  the  ileum,  so  that  in  the  en- 
deavour to  remove  it,  numerous  fragmentswere 
left:  the  intestine  was  greatly  inflamed  vvhere- 
ever  the  coagulum  pressed,  and  round  about. 
Liver  was  much  bleached,  and  condensed  as  is 
exhibited  in  blood  under  separation  ;  pancreas  in- 
durated. 


^  Mr. — ,  a?t.  29,  of  Pittsfield  was  taken  ill, 

Sept.  3,  with  pain  in  the  pubic  region,  which 
continuing  to  increase,  and  suppression  of  urine 
having  existed  36  hours,  many  fruitless  and  ex- 
tremely painful  attempts  were  made  to  intro- 
duce a  broken  elastic  gum  catheter.  A  physi- 
cian easily  introduced  a  large  silver  catheter, 
which  emptied  three  quarts  of  urine  the  first 
time.  It  was  thought  for  several  days  the  pa- 
tient was  recovering.  Inclination  for  frequent 
evacuations  of  urine,  together  with  a  quantity 
of  clear,  purulent  matter,  discharged  through 
the  urethra,  soon  followed ;  he  died  in  greM 
misery,Sept.  21.. 
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Oo  examination  after  death,  the  peritoneum 
-jvas  uncommonly  thick,  adhering  so  firmly  to 
"the  hladder,  that  it  could  not  be  separated  with- 
out rapture.  Under  the  edge  of  the  pubic  bones, 
between  the  os  pubis  and  bladder,  there  was  a 
sinus,  large  as  an  ounce  vial,  communicating 
with  the  neck  of  the  bladder  by  a  small  aper- 
ture, and  by  which  the  matter  discharged  itself 
through  the  catheter.  The  substance  of  the 
bladder  was  amazingly  thickened  in  every  di- 
rection, and,  between  it  and  the  peritoneum,  ex- 
hibited particular  marks  of  high  inflammation : 
the  inside  was  of  grumous,  dark  red  colour, 
contracted  into  hard  knots  and  wrinkles,  and 
scarcely  capable  of  containing  a  gill  and  a  half 
of  fluid.  The  kidnies  were  not  apparently  dis- 
eased ;  the  ureters  were  enlarged,  and  admitted 
matter  or  urine  to  pass  freely  back  and  forwards 
in  them,  to  and  from  the  bladder. 

A  grenadier,  under  my  care,  swallowed  a 
piece  of  6  livres ;  a  year  after,  I  lost  sight  of 
him  ;  he  had  not  discharged  it.  valektin. 

JYantes. 

A  man  swallowed  a  piece  of  6  livres  which 
he  discharged  by  stool  5  1-2  months  after.  I 
directed  him,  for  8  days,  4  cz.  of  quicksilver ; 
he  took  2  lbs.  daily,  ineffectually.  sue. 

Paris. 


HYDROCLE. 

In  20  months,  33  hydrocles,  of  various  size  and 
duration,  in  people  of  various  age  and  constitution, 
were  cured  within  20  days,  thus  : — A  small  trocar 
was  plunged  into  the  bottom  of  the  bag;  a  tube 
of  elastic  gum  was  introduced  through  the  tube, 
which  was  withdrawn,  and  the  other  secured 
by  bandage.  Strict  repose  and  suitable  regi- 
men were  adopted;  but  little  uneasiness  follow- 
ed ;  the  first  12  hours  water  passed,  then 
ceased  to  be  secreted,  adhesion  took  place  be- 
tween the  coats  which  formed  the  bag,  contain- 
ing the  water,  then  the  tube  was  removed. 

,  aged  24,  had    hydrocle,  of  4  or  5  oz. 

on  the  right  side,  two  ^ears,  consequent  to  con- 
tusion of  the  right  testicle.  An  irritative  plas- 
ter was  put  on,  4  or  5  hours:  the  irritation  was 
considerable ;  he  took  a  dose  of  opium.  In  a 
lew  days  the  hydrocle  was  much  diminished  ; 
a  blister  was  worn  3  houre.  13  days  aftei  the  1st 
plaster,  a  3d  was  applied;    a  cure  followed  in  8 

ys.  In  these  three  weeks,  cold  water  was  ap- 
plied for  5  days,  under  which,  the  pain,  conse- 
quent to  the  blister,  was  much  lessened. 

Early  in  Jan.  1822,  a  girl  set.  10  years,  whose 
head  had  been  awry  3  years,  was  operated  on 
at  Hotel-dieu,  Paris. 

"  The  patient  reclining  against  an  assistant,  a 
puncture  was  made,  with  a  straght  narrow-blad- 
ed  bistour}',  through  the  integuments,  just  on 
the  inner  border  of  the  sternal  extremity  of  the 
Contracted  muscle.  The  blade  of  the  bistoury, 
flatly  opposed  to  the  muscle,  was  pushed  cau- 
tiously behind  it,  the  point  being  directed  for- 
wards and'  outwards  till  it  protruded  just  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  clavicular  border.  The  edge 
of  the  bistoury  was  then  turned  towards  the 
muscle,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  its  posterior 
iibres  cut  to  allow  the  head  being  placed  erect: 
the  instrument  was  then  withdrawn.  The  in- 
teguments escaped  division. 

The  cut  edges  of  the  muscle  were  kept  asun- 


der by  depressing  the  clavicle,  and  inclining  the 
head  to  the  left.  The  former  was  effected  by 
binding  the  right  hand  to  the  foot,  the  knee  be- 
ing bent ;  thus  the  clavicular  fibres  of  the  del- 
toid drew  the  bone  downwards;  the  latter  by  a 
roller  passed  round  the  head,  under  the  left  ax- 
illa. 

The  patient  was  kept  in  bed  :  in  13  days  the 
punctures  were  healed.  She  had  free  motion  of 
the  neck,  though,  from  habit,  she  still  turned 
her  face  to  the  lef|  The  bandages  were  re- 
applied, the  same  bodih  position  maintained 
till  Feb.  21st,  when  they  were  finally  taken 
away,  and  she  pronounced  cured  ;  the  head  very 
slightly  inclined  to  the  right,  and  having  free 
motion  in  every  direction.  dupuytren. 

In  castration,  the  tumour  is  to  be  dissected 
from  below  upwards,  to  prevent  blood  from  col- 
lecting before  the  point  of  the  knife,     lisfranc. 

— .   ■■■wv\--       -i 

Monster. — Friday,  19th  inst.  a  boy  was  born 
in  Berkshire  co.  weighing  10  lbs.  at  the  full  pe- 
riod, of  a  healthy  middle  aged  woman.  From 
the  superior  angle  of  the  lambdoid  suture,  to 
the  extremity  of  the  toes,  it  measured  20  inches, 
15  round  the  abdomen,  and  14  round  the  head, 
above  the  ears.  The  os  frontis  is  formed  of  two 
pieces,  and  has  a  sharp  angle  in  the  middle  of 
the  forehead,  so  that  the  forehead  is  a  sharp 
ridge.  The  nose  is  scarcely  distinguishable, 
eyes  exceedingly  sunk  between  the  integuments 
of  the  forehead  and  cheeks,  which  are  very 
large  and  disproportioned.  The  extremities  are 
remarkably  small  and  short,  bearing  no  propor- 
tion to  the  rest  of  the  body.  All  the  natural 
passages  are  perfect.  The  internal  parts  pre- 
sent no  peculiarities. 

■WW 

Sept.  25,1823,  Benj.  Woods,  aged  13,  fell 
through  a  scuttle  sn  Union  St.  and  contused  the 
right  temporal  muscle  and  integuments,  suffered 
compound  fracture  of  the  ossa  nasi,  and  detach- 
ment of  the  aloe  nasi  from  the  bones,  and  a  com- 
pound fracture  of  the  right  leg. 

An  incision,  3  inches  long,  was  made  from  the 
orbitar  ridge,  near  the  external  angle,  towards 
the  summit  of  the  arch  of  the  squamous  suture, 
another  incision  towards  the  ear ;  a  portion  of 
the  temporal  aponeurosis  and  muscle  was  re- 
moved, when  an  extensive  fracture  and  depres- 
sion of  the  cranium  were  manifest. 

Two  small  fragments  of  bone  were  removed  by 
the  elevator,  and  the  depressed  portion  elevated. 
Then  the  stupor  \;ere  partially  removed,  and 
the  depressed  pulse  ;  the  fractured  tibia  was  re- 
duced.    He  died  the  ensuing  night.  I. 


"  Clark,  a  native  of  Cork,  a  young  man  of 
surprising  strength  and  agility,  having  laid  all 
night  in  a  field,  after  great  dissipation,  the  left 
parts  of  the  body  began  to  ossify,  and  continued, 
by  slow  degrees.  He  could  neither  bend  his 
body,  lie  down  nor  rise  without  assistance  :  when 
placed  upright,  he  could  stand.  His  teeth  form- 
ed one  bone,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  break 
a  hole  through  them  to  convey  liquid  substances. 
His  tongue  lost  it  use,  and  his  sight  left  him  some 
time  before  he  expired." — See  Med.  Int.  p.  55. 


Carriage  for  diseased  spines. 
An  inner  frame  of  a  carriage  is  to  be  formed 
into  a  kind  of  crib,  and  hung  upon  jambles,  Uke 


a  ship's  compass  :  the  box  which  contains  the 
card,  represents  this  crib,  or  place  where  the 
patient  is  to  be  laid  horizontally  upon  a  soft  ma- 
tress  ;  the  wooden  case  of  the  compass  repre- 
sents another  and  outer  frame  of  the  carriage, 
to  be  suspended  by  easy  springs.  The  centre 
of  gravity  of  that  part  in  which  the  patient  is  to- 
rechne,  must  be  lower  than  its  centre  of  motion^ 
after  the  manner  of  the  swing-cradle. 

London.  J.  Armstrong,  m.  ». 


8  cases  of  dysentery  have   come   to  our  knowledge 
this  week,  besides  those  in  the  report  of  burials. 


Errata. — Page  55,  col.  2, 1.  21,  supply, — See  a  simi- 
lar case  in  "  Wilson  on  the  bones  and  joints,"  p.  252. 
Page  59,  col.  2,  1.  10,  from  bottom,  supply,— several 
such  are  in  the  museum  of  the  university  of  Berlin. 
P.  75,  col.  2,  1.  22  from  bottom,  for  Mr.  Butler,  read  I ; 
1.  21  from  bottom,  dele  which  he  :  1.  17  from  b.  for  hfy 
read  1 ;  1.  12  from  b  supply  the  signature — Butler , 
Woolwich,  Eng.  May  18. 


WEEKLY  REPORT    OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING    SEP* 

TEMBER  25,  FP.OM  THE  HEALTH    OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Sept. 

Disease 

dge 

19  Rosanna  Murtaugh, 

Dysentery 

19 

John  Francis, 

Thomas  Newton, 

Still  bom 

Sarah  Weld, 

20  Elizabeth  S.  Lewis, 

Dysentery 

W 

Bates, 

Still-born 

Maria  H.  Collamore, 

Fits 

3 

Ann  Maria  Gillmore, 

Dysentery 

2 

21   Sally  Harnden, 

Typhus  fever 

34 

Ann  Gardner, 

Consumption 

-55 

Charles  M<=cum, 

- 

26 

John  Vina],  jr. 

Diarrhoea 

61 

22  John  Gribby, 

Inflam.  boweb 

17  mo. 

Henry  Barrack, 

Typhus 

38 

John  H.  McCabe, 

Cholera 

11  mo. 

Eliza  Chambers, 

2 

23  John  J.  Ladd, 

Fits 

5  weeks 

Rix, 

Sitll-born 

v     - 

Wm,  G.  Horton, 

Dysentery 

4 

Emily  E.  Snow, 

Whooping  cough 

11  mo. 

Hugh  Bolton, 

57 

John.  Hutchinson, 

,. 

Phebe  Herrick, 

Isaac  F.  Ross, 

Dysentery 

11  mo. 

Creely, 

Still-born 

25  Ann  D.  Gordon, 

37 

Arnold  W.  Brown, 

Dysentery 

6 

Nancy  Pipee 

Benjamin  Woods, 

Fracture  of  the  skull      13 

Charlotte  Allen, 

Consumption 

35 

Lucretia  Hayden, 

Inflam.  of  the  head           % 

Black, 

Still-born 

28  Mrs.  Tailor, 

Dysentery 

45 

29  Mrs.  Gray, 

do. 

63 

*™                                                     ^^^^^^^™ 

OCT.  A.  MARCH  will  commence  his  course  of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in  Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
18th.  Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the  best  method  to 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science.1'  Tickets- 
10  dolls. 

RAMSAY,  M.  D.  will  begin  a  course  of  Lectures 
•    on   Anatomy  at   the    middle  of  Oct.  which  will 
last  two  months.  Conway,  N.  H.~ 
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Synopsis  of  the  Weather  and  Diseases,  from  1814, 
to  1823,  8  yrs. 
Continued  from  page  77. 
Since  1817,  spotted  fever  has  ceased    to    pre- 
vail as  a  fatal  epidemic  ;  no  very  formidable  dis- 
ease has  prevailed  in  its  stead,  in  the   cold    sea- 
son. 
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Rheumatism,    cephal- 
algia. 
Bilious  fever. 

Malignant  hilious  fev. 
malignant  dysentery. 

Bilious  fev.  maiig.  dy- 
sentery, black  vomit. 

Malignant  bilious  fev. 
typhus  icterodes. 

Erysipelas,  colic. 

Rheumatism,     opthal- 

my,  bilious  fever. 
Bilious  fever,   cholera 

morbus. 
Malignant  bilious  fev- 
er, d3rsentery. 
Typhus  icterodes. 

The  warm  season  in  1818  includes  the  10  last 
days  of  May,  and  the  7  first  of  Sept.  The  sea- 
son was  unusually  warm  and  dry,  the  mean  tem- 
perature 69,82,  which  was  1,41  warmer  than 
the  12  preceding  years,  which  averaged  68,41, 
though  several  of  these  years  were  warm.  The 
heat  of  the  days  was  64 — 97  ;  mean  greatest  heat 
of  the  days,  81,57,  which  in  the  12  preceding 
years  averaged  77,38  ;  the  heat  of  the  days  in 
1818  was  3,99  greater  than  in  those  years.  The 
air  was  thick  with  dust  and  earthy  exhalations  a 
considerable  part  of  the  time.  In  July,  the  heat 
was  great  for  several  days,  the  weather  ex- 
ceedingly dry,  the  air  close  and  suffocating;  on 
the  tops  of  the  distant  mountains  it  was  distinctly 
seen  to  undulate  with  a  vibratory  motion,  sev- 
eral days. 

On  the  15th,  the  thermometer  fell  suddenly, 
and  the  northern  wind  blew  very  cool.  The 
atmosphere  appeared  uncommonly  smoky  ;  there 
was  a  deposit  of  earthy  matter  on  the  grass  ; 
that  Which  had  been  mowed  that  day  turned  ex- 
tremely dark  ;  a  portion  of  this  deposit  was  sul- 
phur. This  and  another  in  May,  1805,  are  the 
only  palpable  depositions  from  the  atmosphere 
I  ever  witnessed.  That  in  1805  was  preceded 
by  several  days  of  very  warm  weather,  and  was 
precipitated  by  a  cold  N.  wind;  il  was  seen  in 
many  places  on  the  ground,  was  of  a  lis?ht  yel- 
low, and  contained  sulphur :  its  precipitation  was 
visible  on  the  distant  mountains,  somewhat  simi- 
lar to  the  falling  of  snow  in  a  moderare  squall. 

The  last  of  Aug.  and  first  of  Sept.  the  weath- 
er was  dry  beyond  what  I  ever  before  witnessed. 
See  table  14  and  15,  and  page  134,  "Wilson's 
Inquiry." 

After  the  middle  of  July,  the  countenance  of 


most  people  began  to  look  wan  and-  dusky,  fre-; 
quentiy  a  little  bloated;  most  people  were  more 
lean  than  is  usual  so  early  in  the  season,  com- 
plained of  faintness  at  the  stomach,  pain 
in  the  limbs,  Sic.  On*  the  16th  of  July,  was 
the  first  case  of  bilious  fever  which  I  noticed. 
The  tongue  was  dry,  with  a  brownish  yellow 
coat;  pulse  frequent,  countenance  flushed,  great 
heat  in  the  head,  eyes  suffused  with  blood,  great 
distress  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  at  times, 
sinking.  Treatment, — an  emetc,  followed  by  a 
mercurial  cathartic,  cold  application  to  the  head  ; 
these  relieved,  but  the  disease  was  not  subdued. 
The  second  day  1  shaved  the  head,  and  applied 
rold  water,  acetate  of  lead  in  vinegar ;  a  full 
emetic  at  the  commencement  of  each  febrile  par- 
oxysm ;  kept  the  bowels  open,  from  which  there 
ivere  copious  discharges  of  very  dark  bile.    „ 

4th  day  there  were  pain  and  tension  about  the 
p  t  of  the  stomach  ;  1  gave  magnesia  in  large 
doses,  and  applied  a  solution  of  opium  in  water 
externally,  which  relieved  these  symptoms.  5th 
day,  there  was  hemorrhage  from  the  nose.  6lh, 
furious  delirium  ;  I  blistered  the  head  extensive- 
ly. 7th,  symptoms  were  somewhat  relieved. 
—8th,  the  head  was  swollen,  where  the 
blisters  were  applied  ;  all  the  symptoms  were 
mitigated.  9th  convalescent.  Gentle  cathartics, 
as  R.  Rhei,  Oleum  Ricini,  and  antimonials,  were 
given  in  the  exacerbation,  in  full  doses,  or  nau- 
seating ones,  as  the  case  required. 

As  this  fever  consisted  of  a  series  of  fits,  of 
great  inaction,  followed  by  high  action,  the  pa- 
tient sinking  in  many  cases  almost  to  death,  such 
low  states  required  as  much  attention  as  the 
hot  fits,  and  more  in  some  cases,  towards  the 
close  of  the  disease,  when  the  pulse  fell  to  the 
lowest  ebb  compatible  with  life.  These  low 
states  required  camphorated  aether,  sp.  laven 
<ler,  wine,  Virginian  snake-ioot,  &.c.  Exter- 
nally, powdered  red  pepper,  rubbed  on  the 
breast  and  extremities,  volatile  linament,  cam- 
phorated oil,  &c.  In  the  convalescent  stage, 
Colombo,  bark,  chalybeates,  bitters,  wine,  &c. 
but  it  was  often  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
some  of  these  medicines,  before  convalescence 
commenced,  particularly  Colombo,  in  some  cases 
bark. 

The  first  cases  of  dysentery,  which  I  no- 
ticed, was  Aug.  1st.  The  countenance  was  dis- 
torted, expressive  of  extreme  distress,  peritone- 
um inflamed,  exceedingly  sensible  to  pressure,  ab- 
dominal muscles  tense,  drawn  towards  the  back  ; 
violent  fever^  pulse  in  some  cases  full,  in  others 
small  and  quick ;  the  eyes  red,  suffused  with 
blood,  in  several  cases  :  great  heat  and  pain  in 
the  head,  coma  and  delirium,  were  common. — 
The  discharges  from  the  bowels  were  of  an  ol- 
colour,  or  bloody  and  green,  unusually  fetid. 
Some  sufferers  discharged  upward  and  downward 
a  matter   as  black  as    tar. 

Treatment,  an  emetic  at  the  commencement 
of  the  first  febrile  exacerbation,  (if  called  in 
season)  and  repeated  till  the  febrile  paroxysms 
were  considerably  reduced,  and  the  vitiated  bile 
evacuated.  Cathartics  were  given  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  disease,  and   repeated,  pro  re 


natu ;  frequently  small  doses  of  ipecac,  camphor 
and  opium,  as  diaphoretic  ;  snake-root,  clysters 
of  Castile  soap,  followed  by  those  of  opium, 
relieved  the  gripes,  likewise  mucilaginous  injec- 
tions. 

Cold,  wet  applications  were  made  to  the  head, 
in  the  hot  fits;  a  blister  was  usually,  after  the 
first  or  second  day,  applied  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  in  the  intermission,  and  after  the  febrile 
action  was  somewhat  subdued  ;  the  head,  in  bad 
cases,  was  blistered.  A  solution  of  opium  in 
brand),  was  frequently  applied  warm  to  the  ab- 
domen, with  good  effect ;  likewise  warm  cam- 
phorated oil,  by  friction,  and  in  some  instances 
internally.  Blisters,  in  some  severe  cases  at- 
tended with  peritoneal  inflammation  were  ap- 
plied to  the  abdomen,  with  apparent  good  effect. 

The  season  continued  warm  and  dry  till  about 
the  middle  of  Sept.  &  predisposition  to  fever  ap- 
peared to  increase  till  about  that  time.  Cholera 
morbus  was  frequent ;  several  people  died  sudden- 
ly by  it.  Several  persons  rode  several  miles  to 
consult  physicians  respecting  their  health,  and 
on  returning  and  taking  their  medicines,  fever 
was  excited  after  its  first  operation.  As  predis- 
position to  fever  increased,  the  countenance  be- 
came more  yellow :  this  was  so  observable  in 
some  instances,  with  other  symptoms,  in  several 
cases  the  patient  might  be  reminded  with  good 
degree  of  certainty,  that  he  was  in  great  danger 
of  suffering  from  fever. 

The  mean  temperature  in  1819  was  nearly  a 
degree  higher  than  in  1813  ;  and  the  mean  great- 
est heat  of  the  days  was  nearly  1  1-2  greater 
than  in  1818.  But  in  1819  we  had  northern 
breezes,  particularly  in  June,  and  the  fore  part 
of  July.  The  fever  commenced  in  the  latter 
part  of  July,  and  was  very  frequent  and  mortal, 
till  the  middle  of  Sept. ;  after  which,  new  cases 
were  less  frequent,  though  cases  occasionally 
occurred  till  Oct.  20th  ;  the  sick  generally  re- 
covered. Dysentery  was  not  so  frequent,  nor 
fatal,  as  in  1818.  Both  seasons  were  remarka- 
bly dry,  in  the  5  epidemic  months,  which  in- 
clude the  epidemic  season.  In  1818  were  but 
34  wet  days  ;  and  in  1819,  35,  (i.  e.  including  all 
those  days"~~in  which  there  was  rain  or  mist.) 
The  most  important  difference  in  those  years, 
appears  in  the  diurnal  variations  of  temperature. 

DIURNAL    VARIATIONS. 

1819 


1818 

June    9th, 

41 

18th, 

36 

23d, 

32 

30th, 

33 

26th, 

32 

27th, 

32 

July     1st, 

37 

18th, 

34 

Aug.  2nd, 

34 

4th, 

32 

8th, 

32 

9th, 

35 

17th, 

37 

19th, 

32 

Sept.  2nd, 

35 

3d, 

32 

4th, 

34 

5th, 

32 

11th, 

34 

June  4th. 

35 

8th. 

34 

14th 

33 

16th 

34 

20th. 

37 

22nd 

'33 

July     5th 

,     33 

6th 

32 

7th 

43 

8th. 

33 

14th. 

33 

20th. 

35 

22nd. 

35 

Aug.    4th, 

32 

5th. 

32 

19th 

32 

24th 

36 

25  th 

38 

Sept,    1st. 

33 
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Oct.     1st, 

34 

2nd, 

35 

7th, 

35 

8  th, 

35 

10th, 

34 

11th, 

32 

18th, 

32 

22nd, 

32 

Oct. 


5th, 
6th, 
9th, 


34 
34 
32 


JOB    WILSON. 

Salisbury,  JV.  H.  • 

Meteorological  Observations,  made  in  Boston,  in 
some  months  succeeding  those  of  Dr.  Wilson's.  Ma- 
ny occasions  may  offer  of  reference  to  them. 

DECEMBER,  1819. 
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18 
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Weather. 
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w. 
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w. 
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w. 

E. 
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CC 
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cc 

cl'dy,  P.M.  snow  2  in. 
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cc 
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clear 
cc 

cc 
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clear 
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w. 
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CC  CC 
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41 
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Greatest  heat,  9th  day, 

"  cold,  29th  night, 

Mean  heat  at  2,  P.  M. 

"       cold  of  night, 
Greatest  variation  in  24  hours, 


53  degrees 

5,5 
32,8 
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in  the  month,    47,5 
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26 

29 

26 

23 

28 

30 

24 
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JANUARY,   1820. 
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w 
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N  W     clear — snowy  night 
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cloudy — clear 
clear — windy  night 
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29  31         26  6       W  "         snow 

30  34         20         14       E  "         rain,  snow 

31  27  0         27       W  "         clear  night 
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W       clear,  thaw  in  night 

"       clear 
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N  E       snow  storm 
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W       clear 
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Sir  A.  Cooper  on  dislocations  and  fractures,  1822, 

83  figures. 

Introductory  letter  to  the  students  of  the   hospitals   to 

which  Sir  A.  is  attached. 

uJYTy  dear  young  friends, — I  take  this  opportunity 
to  express  my  gratitude  to  you,  for  the  affectionate  and 
respectful  manner  in  which  you  always  receive  me  as 
your  instructor.  Your  parents  and  relatives,  many  of 
whom  were  my  pupils,  are  entitled  to  my  most  grate- 
ful acknowledgements  :  they  fostered  me  in  early  life  ; 
by  their  friendship  and  recommendation,  have  largely 
contributed  to  procure  me  a  degree  of  success,  I  fear, 
beyond  my  merits,  and  a  course  of  uninterrupted  hap- 
piness which  few  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy. 
Your  affectionate  friend, 

A.  C. 

12  of  the  cases  in  this  book  are  furnished  by  students 
in  surgery.*  Dissections  are  given  of  a  case  of  disloca- 
tion of  the  thigh  into  the  foramen  ovale,  page  64  ;  dis- 
location into  the  ischiatic  notch,  page  *77  ;  dislocation 
on  the  pubes,  p.  94  ,  dislocation,  compound,  of  the 
knee,  p.  97  ;  dislocation  of  the  tibia,  inward,  p.  240  ; 
forward,  243  ;  outward,  247  ;  of  the  humerus  into  the 
axilla,  420,  421  ;  forward,  437  ;  dislocation  partial,  of 
the  humerus,  448  ;  of  the  elbow,  both  bones,  468  -,  of 
the  ulna,  backward,  478  ;  of  the  radius,  forward,  475  ; 
of  the  ulna,  and  fracture  of  the  radius,  505  ;  of  foe  ul- 
na, compound,  and  fracture  of  the  radius,  511. 

Violence  is  as  likely  to  tear  sound  (parts,  as 
reduce  luxated  ones.  We  must  produce  gradu- 
ally the  fatigue  and  relaxation  sure  to  follow 
continued  extension. 


*The  developement  of  many  valuable  charac- 
ters has  been  advanced  under  the  friendly  en. 
courageraent    of  great    instructors. 

'"  Many  of  our  greatest  lawyers  have  gone  clr* 


cuit,  10  or  12  years,  before  they  have  made  a  hun- 
dred a  year  by  their  profession.  Persevere,deserve 
success,  trust  the  rest.  It  is  not  required  to 
make  a  thousand  a  year,  in  any  given  time,  but 
to  prove  you  can  conquer  every  disposition  to 
indolence  and  bad  habit,  that  you  can  have  the 
intellect  and  energy,  knowledge  and  assiduity, 
that  should  succeed,  that  time  only  is  wanting 
to  your  acquisition  of  success.  I  went  my  first 
circuit  and  made  two  guineas,  and  was  content, 
for  I  obtained  gradually  reputation  for  judgment 
and  knowledge. 

In  our  profession,  patronage  can  do  but  lit- 
tle. United,  zealous  endeavours,  direct  and  in- 
direct, of  powerful,  numerous  parlizans,  had 
failed  to  push  on  or  up  several  persons  of  much 
longer  standing  than  me,  and  in  some  instances 
had  been  rather  injurious  than  serviceable." 

Do  not  deceive  yourself  with  the  delusion  that 
a  little  levity  of  the  pupil  will  yield  to  the  ma- 
turity of  the  practitioner.  You  are  watched  by 
your  instructer,  employers,  and  others ;  their 
confidence  in  you  is  graduated  by  their  observa- 
tions of  your  inflexibility  :  the  results  of  their 
observations  are  treasured  up  to  your  praise  or 
prejudice. 

No  matter  how  humble  the  objects  of  your 
levity,  or  how  assenting  to  your  foible  :  they 
know  better;  they  unmaliciously,  playfully,  but 
destructively  speak  of  you  ;  the  joke  becomes  a 
slander,  and  you  the  condemned  victim.  Let 
him  who  is  not  determined  to  forego  unworthy 
gratifications,  seek  pursuits  less  noble  than  a 
profession  which  can  bear  no  imputation. 

I  have  often  seen  the  knee-pan  drawn  upon 
the  external  condyle  of  the  thigh, -by  slight  ac- 
cidents or  sudden  action.  The  tendency  to  it 
has  coexisted,  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases, 
with  the  relaxation  consequent  to  excessive  onan- 
ism. HUTCHINSON. 

London,  1822. 


Tubercles  of  the  pharynx,  larynx,  and   lungs. 
By  J.  Gorham,  M.  D. 

,   sst.    36,^  above    the    middle    height, 

slender,  of  convival  disposition,  and  fine  voice, 
which  he  was  ever  ready  to  exert  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  his  friends;  he  had  been  healthy,  ex- 
cept a  severe  acute  rheumatism,  some  years  be- 
fore. 

Dec.  1821,  he  had  a  sore  throat;  he  applied 
a  large  blister  over  it ;  the  soreness  was  but  lit- 
tle diminished  :  he  pursued  his  usual  occupa- 
tions. Jan.  1822,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
uvula  and  fauces  were  inflamed,  especially  the 
anrvgdalcB;  the  uvula  and  velum  appeared 
smooth,  shining,  mottled,  with  superficial  ves* 
sels  turgid  with  blood,  running  in  various  direc- 
tions. The  amygdala;  were  not  enlarged.  The 
membrane  behind  the  uvula  was  red  and  thick- 
ened. He  had  a  similar,  milder  attack,  in  the 
winter  of  1320— 21. 

The  countenance,  naturally  florid,  had  a  din- 
g\  appearance,  with  some  anxiety ;  his  voice 
was  hoarse  and  husky,  the  tougue  whitish  at  the 
sides,  yellowish  in  the  middle,  rough  and  moist  ; 
there,  was  pain  and  difficulty  in  swallowing ;  the 
appetite  was  diminished  ;  bowels  regular;  pulse 
77,  full,  not  bard  ;  no  pain  nor  uneasiness  about 
the  chest;  there  was  cough,  the  intervals  were 
long,  it  came  on  in  paroxysms,  particularly  dur- 
ing the  evening  and  night,  and  terminated  in  co- 
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pious  expectoration  of  white,  viscid  mucus. — 
During  tne  day  there  was  a  continual  secretion 
of  this  mucus,  which  was  removed  by  frequent 
hawking  and  spitting.  He  felt  weakened,  there 
was  some  emaciation.  He  was  ordered  an  eme- 
tic, followed  by  a  cathartic  ;  at  night  a  pill  of 
ipecac,  calomel  and  opium.  Animal  food  was 
allowed  once  a  clay  ;  he  was  recommended  to 
abstain  from  wine,  and  distilled  liquids.  These 
means  had  but  little  effect  in  diminishing  the  dis- 
ease. He  was  able  to  pursue  his  business  ;  he 
generally  called  on  me  about  twice  a  week. 

Until  Feb.  he  was  treated  principally  with 
mild  cathartics,  demulcents,  and  alteratives, 
taking  the  opium  at  night,  with  the  omission  of 
the. calomel.  The  soreness  of  the  throat  be- 
came so  great,  and  his  appetite  so  much  lessen- 
ed, he  refused  to  take  solids.  The  paroxysms 
of  cough,  though  increased  in  violence,  did  not 
recur  frequently.  The  pulse  was  from  70  to 
77  ;  he  could  take  a  full  inspiration  without  pro- 
ducing pain  or  cough  ;  he  could  lie  on  either 
side,  or  on  the  back  ;  had  no  pain  about  the 
chest;  the  little  uneasiness  he  occasionally  ex- 
perienced seemed  the  result  of  efforts  in  cough- 
ing. In  consequence  of  the  unfavourable  state 
of  the  weather,  he  confined  himself  to  his  room. 
He  had  become  weaker,  and  had  occasionally 
night  sweats.  His  room  was  very  small  and 
warm  ;  a  fire  was  kept  in  it  the  whole  24  hours. 
Trom  the  difficulty  of  swallowing,  he  was  or- 
dered bread  and  milk  for  breakfast  and  supper, 
and  beef-soup  for  dinner;  his  drink  consisted  for 
the  most  part  of  almond-syrup  and  water.  Leech- 
es were  applied  round  the  throat,  and  afterwards 
blisters  were  drawn,  and  kept  open  by  savine 
ointment.  He  was  directed  a  pill  of  one  grain 
of  calomel,  with  sufficient  opium  to  prevent  it 
from  acting  upon  the  bowels,  thrice  a  day. 

In  the  third  week  in  Feb.  the  calomel  began 
to  affect  the  gums  about  the  back  teeth  ;  so  soon 
as  this  took  place,  the  countenance  was  more 
healthy,  the  soreness  of  the  throat  dim.nished 
a  great  deal,  h:s  strength  daily  improved  ;  the 
weather,  for  the  season,  was  remarkably  fine, 
he  took  much  exercise  in  the  air.  The  appe- 
tite was  greatly  increased.  He  took  tincture 
and  decoction  of  cinchona,  with  animal  food  at 
dinner,  and  was  allowed  with  it  porter  or  bran- 
dy and  water.  The  cough  was  no  longer  trou- 
blesome, for  several  nights  he  enjoyed  tranquil 
sleep  without  an  opiate.  I  had  strong  hopes  the 
disease  was  conquered.  In  10  or  14  days,  as 
the  effect  of  the  mercury  subsided,  he  began  to 
fail ;  the  weather  was  bad,  he  was  confined  to 
his  room,  the  soreness  of  the  throat  returned, 
he  lost  his  appetite  and  strength,  emaciated  ra- 
pidly, the  cough  increased,  still  in  paroxysms, 
with  long  intervals;  he  had  occasional  night 
sweats.  Recourse  was  again  had  to  mercury  ; 
hark  with  wine  was  prescribed  ;  the  throat  was 
so.sore,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upi.n  to  take 
more  than  one  dose  daily,  and  finally  refused  to 
take  it.  Much  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
persuading  him  to  take  any  thing  sapid.  He 
would  drink  nothing  but  orgeat,  arrow-root,  or 
oatmeal  gruel  which  he  preferred.  The  third 
"week  in  March  the  gums  became  very  slightly 
affected  by  the  calomel,  without  evident  amend- 
ment; he  refused  to.  take  any  medicine.  He  em- 
ployed another  -physician ;  his  strength  failed 
rapidly,  and  he  died  on  the  19th  of  April. — 
W<&us  weeks  before  his  death,  diarrhoea  appeared ; 


a  week  after,  I  was  informed,  pus  in  very  small 
quantities  was  observed  with  the  expectora- 
tion. I  never  saw  any  decisive  evidence  of 
pus  in  the  mucus,  though  frequently  examined 
with  that  view.  So  little,  in  fact,  was  the  unea- 
siness about  the  thorax,  that  in  one  of  my  visits 
to  the  patient,  about  six  weeks  before  his  death, 
he  struck  himself  forcibly  on  the  chest  with  his 
clenched  hand,  and  exclaimed,  "I  feel  as  sound 
here  as  I  ever  did  in  my  life." 

24  hours  after  death,  on  removing  the  larynx 
and  trachea,  and  cutting  through  them  longitudi- 
nally at  the  back  part,  the  mucous  membrane  was 
found  studded  with  very  small  tubercles,  white 
and  shining,  most  numerous  about  the  rima  glot- 
tidis ;  they  extended  above  the  larynx.  The 
upper  part  of  the  pharynx  appeared  to  have 
taken  on  the  same  aclion.  The  trachea  was 
filled  with  mucus,  in  which  were  small  masses 
of  pus;  the  left  lung  was  collapsed,  there  were 
a  few  old  adhesions  at  the  superior  and  posteri- 
or part;  the  whole  organ  was  filled  with  tuber- 
cles, in  incipient  suppuration ;  there  was  one 
collection  of  pus,  1-4  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  on 
the  anterior  part  of  the  superior  lobe.  The 
right  lung  was  less  diseased  than  the  left.  The 
heart  was  not  examined;  the  abdominal  viscera 
appeared  sound — Jlbr.from  JY.  E.  Journ. 

Such  cases  are  not  unfrequent  among  sed- 
entary people,  nor  among  the  victims  of  anxi- 
ety, disappointment,  disgrace,  fashion,  masturba- 
tion, carousal,  licentiousness. 


Delirium  of  Drunkards. 

People  become  delirious,  apparently  in  con- 
sequence of  strong  drink,  very  often  vomit  for 
several  days  before  they  become  delirious: — 
when  delir'nm  begins,  vomiting  ceases. 

***  ***  had  vomiting  and  purging  4  days,  then 
they  ceased  ;  5th  day,  Aug.  14,  1817,  he  became 
insane.  A  physician  was  called  Aug".  17,  at  I, 
P.  M. ;  he  gave  him  tartrite  of  antimony  8  grs.* 
He  vomited  a  great  quantity  of  tough  mucus, 
and  biliary  matter;  he  soon  slept  2  3-4  hours, 
(he  had  not  slept  since  the  14th)  had  a  discharge 
from  his  bowels.  The  next  18  hours  he  had 
several  more  discharges,  and  slept  most  of  the 
time:  reason  seemed  restored.  Aug.  19,  he 
slept  much.  20th,  indulged  his  appetite  indis- 
creetly. 23,  had  some  return  of  his  complaints, 
took  tt,  antim.  gr.  6  ;  recovered. 

A  physician  was  first  called  to   ***  ***,  Aug 


without  alleviation  of  delirium  :  took  tart,  of  an- 
tim. 12  grs.  Soon  after  the  vomiting  was  over, 
she  slept,  had  several  discharges,  and  was  awake 
but  little  for  18  hours. 

***  ***,  Oct.  2,  was  furiously  delirious,  took 
tt.  antim.  gr.  xx ;  vomited  a  large  quantity  of 
foul  mucus,  and  had  large  discharges  from  hi 
bowels  ;  some  sleep,  the  last  of  the  night.  3d, 
better,  still  delirious;  took  14  grs. ;  vomited. — 
4th,  was  purged  copiously,  was  much  more  ra- 
tional:  had  blisters  to  his  ankles,  slept  18  hours 
of  the  next  24.     5th,  is  well. 

***  ***,  Oct.  19,  slept  none  last  2  or  3  days, 
was  very  delirious,  often  convulsed  ;  took  inef- 
fectually a  large  quantity  of  laudanum,  in  hour- 
ly doses,  to  induce  sleep;  became  sick  at  her 
stomach,  insanity  immediately  abated.  20th, 
took  tt.  antim.  gr.  8  ;  vomited  a  great  deal  of 
bilious  foul  matter,  soon  slept  several  hours,  de- 
lirium ceased. 

***  ***,  1818,  has  been  sleepy  these  15  days, 
May  23,  is  delirious;  takes  tts.  antim.  grs.. 6; 
vomited  a  large  quantity  of  dark  green,  foul 
matter,  of  his  own  accord  went  up  to  his  cham- 
ber and  slept  a  little. ,  Delirium  is  less,  he  i.<  rest- ' 
less  at  night.  24th,  takes  tt.  ant. ;  his  stomach  and 
bowels  are  efficiently  moved.  A  blister  is  put 
to  the  back  of  his  neck  ;  he  slept  most  of  the 
next  24  hours.  25th,  has  a  short  delirium  ; 
sound  sleep  ;  is  well. 

***  ***,  for  some  time  affected  with  vomi- 
tion  in  the  morning,  head-ach,  and  sleepiness. — 
May  27,  vomition  and  pain  were  aggravated 
last  night.  28th,  9,  A.  M.  he  had  a  fit  of  half 
an  hour;  still  has  head-ach  and  sickness.  At 
noon,  another  fit :  his  forehead  and  temples  were 
cupped  ;  at  noon,  strong  sinapisms  put  to  his  feet 
and  wrists.  4,  P.  M.  he  has  another  fit.  8,  P. 
M,  he  had  nausea  and  violent  head-ach  ;  took 
tt.  antim.  4  gr. ;  vomited  three  pints  of  green, 
bitter  liquid,  and  some  tough,  brownish  mucus  \ 
had  ten  large  bilious  stools ;  slept  till  morning. 

26th,  no  nausea,  head-ach  ;  pediluvium,  mus- 
tard-poultices to  his  feet;  slept  all  night.  30th, 
good  appetite,  no  head-ach  ;  took  cafomel  and 
senna.  31st,  had  several  dark  coloured  stools  j 
he  recovered. 

***  ***,  subject  to  vomition  in  the  morning, 
and  imperfect  appetite,  for  4  }'ears.  Aug.  2, 
has  stomach-ach.  3d,  severe  vomition,  vertigo, 
3  fits.     4th, 45  fits;    had    been  bled,  feet   put    in 


16,  6,  A.  M.     He  had  not  slept  15  minutes    the   warm  water,  plasters  of  mustard   put  to  the 


last  three  days.  He  took  tart,  of  antim;  his 
stomach  and  bowels  were  soon  thoroug-hly  af- 
fected ;  he  slept  through  the  day  and  night. — 
Aug.  17,  delirium  had  ceased,  propensity  to 
sleep  continued.     He  recovered. 

***  ***,  Aug.  8 — 14  had  laboured  under  fre- 
quent vomition.  Aug.  14,  a  physician  was  first 
called,  who  put  a  mustard-poultice  over  the  sto- 
mach, and  gave  some  salt  of  tartar.  15th,  she 
was  costive,  and  had  pain  in  the  bowels,  took  an 
ounce  of  castor  oil  without  effect,  v,as  delirious 
in  the  night.  10th,  took  a  dram  of  tartrate  of  pot- 
ass, with  jalap  ;  2  1-2  hours  after,  she  became  vi- 
olently delirious,  took  a  pint  of  strong  infusion  of 
senna  with   manna;  had  two  or  three  discharges, 


m 


*  In  all  these  cases  2  grs.  were  given  every  15  min- 
utes, till  vomition  :  in  one  case  28  grs.  were  thus  taken, 
sometimes  the  doses  were  followed  by  very  large  quan- 
tities of  ipecac.  When  these  did  not  move  the  bowels, 
cathartics  were  used- 


had  used  a?ther  and  laudanum  freely.  Took  to- 
day, tt.  antim.  6  gr. ;  vomited  a  large  quantity 
of  biliary,  foul  matter,  and  had  many  dark  col- 
oured stools,  and,  the  first  time  since  the  disease 
began,  natural  sleep.  5th,  no  vertigo.  6th,  a 
stoo! ;  recovery.  j.  kxapp,  m.  d. 

Philadelphia. 

***  ***  had  been  delirious  12  days,  passed  2 
sleepless  nights,  had  not  eaten  for  two  days. — 
June  5,  his  pulse  is  strong ;  V.  S.  14  oz.  saline 
cathartic,  had  no  sleep.  7th,  took  a  powerful 
opiate,  was  extremely  agitated.  9th,  took  anti- 
monial  wine,  vomited  viscid,  brownish  matter. — 
10th,  A.  M.  was  greatly  agitated,  took  antimoni- 
al  wine,  vomited  much  bilious  matter;  took  160 
drops  of  laudanum,  in  divided  doses  ;  had  only  a 
little  drowsiness,  great  restlessness.  11th,  160 
drops  of  laudanum  ;  no  sleep.  13th,  antimonial 
wine.  14th,  cold  shower  bath.  15th,  cold  sho-wv 
er  bath,  2  drops  of  laudanum,  short  aneasysleeft, 
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16,  short  uneasy  sleep ;    2  drops   of  laudanum, 
more  sleep  and  appetite.     In  5  days,  recovery. 

J.  G.  NANCREDE,  M.  D. 

***  ***,  cured  of  insanity  consequent  to  in- 
temperance. Took  a  raw  egg  with  wine  in  the 
morning;  stomach  was  soon  uneasy,  convulsions 
and  delirium  followed.  In  a  few  hours  he  vo- 
mited the  egg  nearly  entire  ;  recovered. 


became  so  faint  as  to  interfere  little  with  vision, 
and  afterwards  appeared  but  occasionally- 

,  set.  58,  experienced  for  10  years,  daily 

for  7  or  8  days,  once  a  month,  &c.  a  peculiar  sen- 
sation at  the  bottom  of  the  eye,  so  slight,  its  re- 
ality was  not  determined  unless  very  particular- 
ly attended  to.  In  a  few  seconds,  objects  in  a 
small  point  near  the  centre  of  the  field  of  vision 
of  one  eye,  at  a  time,  became  indistinct,  soon  in- 
visible ;  these  changes  take  place  in  every  di- 
rection the  eye  moves  in.  In  1-2  a  minute  from 
the  beginning  of  the  attack,  the  point  seems  a 
circle  1-8  inch  in  diameter,  extending  a  flame 
coruscating  from  the  centre,  in  6  or  8  minutes, 
to  3-4  of  an  inch  :  the  flame  becomes  transpa- 
rent from  the  centre,  till  only  a    ring    of  it   re- 


mains, which  enlarges  itself  till  it  is  lost  beyond 
the  field  of  vision.  A  strongly  illuminated  ob- 
ject produces  a  brillianter  spectrum  than  before. 
The  last  12  months  slight  uneas.ness  under  the 
forehead,  on  the  side  opposite  the  eye  effected; 
enerally  attended  and    followed   the  attack. — 3 


Motes  incommode,  not  prevent,  perfect  vision. 
They  seem  to  move  as  the  eye  moves  to  bring 
them  into  its  axis. 

,  saw  them  first,  at  30  years  of  age.— 

Awaking,  she  could  see  nothing  distinctly,  some 
minutes  ;  then  many  small  yellow  motes  seemed 
to  dance  before  every  thing  she  looked  at  with 
her  right  eye.  At  34  yrs.  she  was  much  afflict- 
ed at  her  husband's  death,  her  limbs  trembled, 
heart  and  temporal  arteries  beat  violently  ;  she 
had  flatulence,  noise  in  her  ears ;  heavy  pain 
in  the  back  of  her  head,  forehead  and  eye-sock- 
ets ;— the  motes  seemed  much  larger,  specially 
when  seen  far  off.  In  strong  light,  the  air  seem-! years  ago,  these  appearances  came  on  two  or 
ed  full  of  globules  of  mercury,  constantly  moy-j  three  times  in  a  day  ;  he  took  submur.  of  mer- 
ing ;  three  or  four  darker,  as  large  as  small  peas,]curv,  gr.  v. ;  they  did  not  recur  several  months  ; 
turning  on  their  axis:  several  long,  irregular  j  then  they  yielded  to  the  same  remedy.  Next 
figures  of  globules  twisted  together,  others  like  year,  having  travelled  two  days,  taken  improper 
flue.  If  she  looked  at  the  sky  two  or  three  min- 
utes, and  turned  from  it,  her  eyes  flashed  fire  for 
the  same  length  of  time  ;  if  she  looked  at  the 
sun,  four  or  rive  fire-balls  appeared,  soon  turn- 
ing green.  All  impressions  from  stro:  w 
continued  some  time  after  she  shut  her  eyes,  ex- 
cept the  dark  globules;  one  only  of  these  con- 
tinued till  she  put  her  hand  before  her  closed 
eyes,  even  then  the  fire-balls  continued. — She 
changed  her  residence,  pursued  a  long  time  oc- 
cupations most  likely  to  withdraw  painful  reflec- 
tions; the  motes  became  less  troublesome.  A* 
59  yrs.  she  had  health  and  spirits,  perceived  the 
motes  occasionally,  when  she  took  pains  to  seek 
them  in  strong1  iig-ht. 


food  irregularly,  next  morning  they  were  so 
frequent  he  could  not  see  his  way  without  difn 
butty  and  danger  ;  he  took  the  mercury,  and  they 
kmnediately  quitted  him  several  months.  Sis 
liffht!  weeks  ago,  having  exercised  his  mind  over  ea- 
gerly and  long,  under  a  disordered  state  of  sto- 
mach and  bowels,  he  saw  a  dark  circular  mote. 
London.  J.  ware. 


>,  at  31  yrs.  of  age  his  right  eye  had  been 

least  strong  10  years;  he  had  had  much  mental 
agitation,  and  frequent  feverish  dreams  3  years, 
had  violent  heat  in  his  eyes,  followed  by  great 
languor  ;  many  intersecting  motes  or  beams  float- 
ed continually  before  them,  specially  the  right, 
almost  as  plainly  when  his  eye-lids  were  shut,  as 
open,  spherical,  like  long  knotted  lines,  or  a  se- 
ries of  spherical  knots,  varj'ing  in  number,  size 
and  opacity,  sometimes  undulating ;  one  in  his 
right  eye  was  largest.  Objects  looked,  beyond 
the  usual  distance  of  distinct  vision,  as  if  seen 
through  a  glass-pane  sprinkled  with  water. — At 
43  yrs.  he  perceived  the  motes  if  he  took  pains 
to  seek  them  in  strong  light. 

^ 's  head  felt  heavy,  often  giddy,  continual 

'*  rumbling"  in  her  ears  ;  her  spirits  were  easily 
agitated.     Dark   motes,  1-8  inch  wide,  recently 
appeared,  in    bright   light,  specially  when    she 
went  from  one  bright  light  to  another,  as    from 
window  to  window  ;   soon,  in  the  shade  too,  but 
fewer  and  less  bright.     That  before   her  right 
eye  was  3  inches   long,  with  many  knots,  bent 
near  its   middle    to    an   oblique    angle,  its  sides 
bounded  by  wavy  lines;  that  before  her  left  was 
2  inches  long,  descending   obliquely  from    right 
to  left ;  seen  through  a  concave  glass  they  were 
less  strongly  marked.     When  she  shut  her  eyes, 
she  saw  many  dark  spots,  which  united  into  lines 
when  she  opened  her  eyes.    In  lime,  the  motes 


SwaimPs  panacea  ! — I  say,  from  experiments  I 
have  made  with  it,  the  same  effects  follow  a 
due  use  of  a  solution  of  oxymuriate  of  mercury. 
— JV.  E.  Journ.  Z. 


Jan.  1,  1821,  she  had  no  stool  for  36  hours; 
takes  submur.  of  mercury,  gr.  x. — 2nd,  has  had 
a  stool,  breast  is  easy. — 4th,  has  had  no  stool 
these  24  hours ;  takes  submur.  gr.  vii. — 5th, 
takes  submur.  gr.  x,  vomits  freely  ;  her  tumour 
has  gradually  lessened  ever  since  the  2nd,  spe- 
cially since  she  vomited. — 8th,  takes  submur. 
gr.  vi,  not   having  had  a  stool  for  24  hours. 


The  operation  for  cataract,  on  the  infant,  mentioned 
p.  49,  was  repeated  Oct.  4.  Two  such  operations 
were  performed  in  town  last  week,  also  an  operation 
of  depression,  and  an  operation  for  strangulated  ingui- 
nal hernia. 


Five  cases  of  dysentery  have  come  to  our  knowledge 
besides  those  in  the  report  of  burials. 


Errata.— Page  53,  col.  3,  1.  30,  for  Syyi.ocha  maligna^ 
read  Cynanche  maligna. — P.  54,  col.  2, 1.  17,variation% 
for  88,  read  38.— P.  55,  col.  3,  1.  14,  add,— In  the  mu- 
seum of  St.  Thomas1  hospital,  London,  is  a  knee  dislo- 
cated by  ulceration,  anchyk>sed  at  a  right  an°-le  with 
the  thigh,  and  turned  directly  forward  ;  1.  15,  for  ver- 
tebrae, read  vertebra. — P.  80T  col.  2.  for  Nantes  read 
Nancy. 


*.**,  set.  5,  swallowed  several  leeches.  Bleed- 
ing from  the  mouth,  colic,  heart-burning,  con- 
fulsions  and  death,  followed.    -  timyeus. 

A  man,  after  drinking  from  a  brook,  had 
heart-burning  and  convulsions  for  6  months, 
when,  after  an  emetic,  he  vomited  several  leech- 
es. ZUir.GER. 

The  French  soldiers  prostrated  themselves 
on  the  bordersof  the  little  lakes  of  fresh,  mud- 
dy water,  which  are  found  at  short  distances 
from  each  other  in  Lybia  ;  they  drank  with  avid- 
ity, not  thinking  of  the  new  enemy,  which  soon 
produced  most  cruel  ravages.  Vinegar,  or  solu- 
tion of  nitre,  are  the  best  agents  to  make  the 
leeches  leave  their  hold  and  be  expelled. — lar- 

Rupture  of  the  uterus  occurred  here  a  few  years 
ago,  in  the  practice  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  R.  Tre- 
vett :  death  followed  in  6  hours.  A  fatal  case 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  J.  Bartlett,  M.  D. 
of  Roxbury. 

Oct.  3,  **"'':,  ast.  4,  at  W.    Cambridge,    had    a 
fracture  at  the  left  frontal  protuberance,  a   frac- 
tured portion,  equal  to  1-2  square    inch  was    re- 
moved by  one  of  Hey's  saws :   a  tea-spoonful  of 
brain  had  escaped. 

Mrs.  C.  ast.  35,  had  a  tumour  as  large  as  a 
goose's  egg.  in  the  right  breast,  wilh  radiant 
pains,  resembling  one  lately  extirpated  in  the 
neighbourhood  by  a  surgeon. 
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Sept. 

Disease 

Agt 

25  Abigail  J.  Eayrs 

Typhus  fever 

7 

Henry  Butler, 

Whooping  cough 

6  mo. 

28  John  Neal, 

Inflammation  bowels 

19  mo. 

Timothy  Townsend,  Consumption 

19 

Jame3  G.  Cowaid, 

Inflammation  bowels 

9 

Hannah  West, 

Debility- 

23 

27  Eunice  G.  Lear, 

Dysentery 

19 

Joseph  W.  Goddard 

,  Dropsy  of  the  brain 

6  mo. 

Theodore  Leazel, 

Whooping  cough 

12  mo. 

Man  unknown, 

Lucy  E.  Manuel, 
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Mary  Gardner, 

Joshua  Doan, 

Drowned 

28  Jacob  Cragg,  jr. 
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27 

Lydia  Taylor, 

do. 

47 

Fucas, 

Still-born 

29  Elizabeth  Gray, 
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67 

30  James  McKelsa, 

Palpitation  heart 

15 

Jane  Stevens, 

George  Bower,  jr, 
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11  mo. 

Abigail  Coffin, 

Old  age 

80 

Thomas  Powars, 

Scalded 

2 

Michael  Johnson, 

Samuel  Pitman, 

Intemperance 

27 

George  Todd, 

Consumption 

11 

Eliza  Sylvester, 
Oct. 

2  John  Vose,  jr. 

3  Thomas  McCary,  jr. 
Sarah  A.  Horton, 
John  Powars, 


Consumption 
Dysentery 
Consumption 
Dysentery 


14  mo. 

14  mo. 

27 

12  mo. 


OCT.  A.  MARCH  will  commence  his  course  of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in  Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
18th.  Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the  best  method  to 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science."  Tickets 
10  dolls. 

RAMSAY,  M.  D.  will  begin  a  course  of  Lectures 
e    on   Anatomy  at   the    middle  of  Oct.  which  will 
last  two  months.  Conway,  JY.  H. 
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MARCH,  1820. 
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HERNIA. 
****  has  had,  several  years,  a  small  tumour, 
somewhat  like  an  enlarged  gland,  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  (high  ;  had  been  long  subject  to  pain 
in  her  bowels;  then  the  tumour  was  always  un- 
easy. She  was  generally  relieved  by  opening 
medicine.  Apr.  20,  1314,  something  hurried 
her  very  much  ;  she  was  seized  with  great  pain 
n  her  bowels.  Apr.  22,  had  taken  castor  oi!  and 
various  other  aperients  without  effect.  Sickness 
came  on  soon  after  she  was    taken  ill,  and    con- 


ed, became  inflamed,  and  as  if  dead  ;  the  soft 
parts  gradually  wasted.  So  firmly  was  he  and 
his  friends  convinced  the  disease  arose  from 
witchcraft,  he  had  never  applied  for  assistance 
before.  Some  of  the  toes  and  metatarsal  bones 
were  gone.  There  was  very  little  appearance 
of  disease  on  any  of  the  other  bones.  It  appear- 
ed as  though  the  cartilages  had  not  partaken  of 
the  disease,  but  as  if  they  had  been  shrivelled 
and  dried.  He  assured  me  that  little  bleeding 
took  place  at  any  time 

In  ***,  the  leg,  from  the  knee  to  the  extrem- 
ity of  the  toes,  was  swollen  and  covered  with  ul- 
ceration. The  tibia  was  bare  in  several  places; 
sinuses  burrowed  in  every  direction,  pouring  out 
most  fetid  discharge.  There  were  hollows 
about  the  ligaments  of  the  foot,  sinuses  in  all  di- 


'inued  ever   since.     The    abdomen    was    tense. 

tender,  and  very   painful,  her    pulse    quick    audi  sections  along  the  tarsal  and  metatarsal  bones 


46 

43 

36 

34 

41 

40 

40 

51 

44 

43 

56 

58 

59 

62 

51 
42 

57 

70 

64 

62 

55 

56 

58 

51 

53 

47,5 

46 

55 

51 

54 


27 

24 

21 

23,5 

32 

25 

31 

32 

25 

27 

45 

41 

33 

37 

34 

29 

40 

48 
€0 
52 
44 
49 
43 
39 
44 
41 
43 
45 
41 
39 


April,  1820. 
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weak. 

As  she  was  very  thin,  I  traced  the  tumour  to 
•he  crural  ligament.  It  was  attempted  to  be  re- 
placed. Several  times  in  the  evening,  infusion  of 
tobacco  was  injected  into  the  rectum  ;  she  was 
placed  in  the  warm  bath,  and  bled.  The  clyster 
affected  her  much  ;  and  while  she  was  under  its 
influence,  I  attempted  to  reduce  the  tumour. 

Apr.  24,  4,  P.  M.  on  dissecting  through  the 
integuments  and  fascia,  and  the  hernial  sac, 
which  was  not  altered  from  its  peritoneal  ap- 
pearance, a  gland-like  tumour  presented  it- 
self. 1  divided  the  sac  to  the  bottom  ;  raising 
the  piece  of  omentum,  I  discovered  a  portion  of 
intestine  under  it,  and  adhering  to  it.  The  ad- 
hesions were  easily  separated.  On  making  an 
incision  through  the  stricture,  the  intestine  and 
oixientum  were  irreducible ;  I  was  obliged  to 
make  an  incision  at  the  posterior  edge  of  the 
crural  arch. 

She  had  evacuations,  from  castor  oil  given 
her,  a  few  hours  after;  before  morning  they 
were  copious. — Apr.  C5,  A-  M.  she  took  opening- 
medicine,  and  continued  to  take  it,  so  as  to  keen 
her  bowe's  in  a  lax  state.  The  pa  n  and 
ten«eness  of  the  abdomen  subsided,  she  had  com- 
fortable sleep,  and,  May  6,  is  well. 
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Greatest  heat  at  2,  P.  M.  18th  day,  70 

Least         "  «  4th,  34 


1798,  at  Athy,  county  of  Kildare,  Ireland,  I 
saw  a  man  lying  on  straw,  the  bones  of  his  legs 
bare,  the  whole  of  the  muscle8,  ligaments,  and 
membranes  fallen  off,  from  the  extremities  of  the 
toes  to  the  protuberance  of  the  tibia,  excepting 
something  which  connected  the  bones  with  each 
other.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  tibia  was  some 
skin  and  membranes,  almost  putrid.  At  the 
knee,  were  ineffective  inflammation  and  ulcera- 
tion. The  whole  body  was  extenuated  to  the 
utmost. 

He  was  ordered  porter,  wine,  and  food.  As 
soon  as  he  conid  bear  the  operation,  I  amputa- 
ted above  the  knee.  I  slit  up  the  sheath  of  the 
triceps,  and  discovered  a  vessel,  so  unimportant, 
I  should  not  have  tied  it,  could  1  have  found  an- 
other. Adhesion  went  on  as  well  as  in  the  health- 
iest man,  and  in  a  short  time  he  went  home 
well. 

The  leg  had  always  been  cold,  and  subject  to 
swell;  he  knew  nothing  of  the  cause.     Itswell- 


I  amputated  the  leg  ;  the  femoral  artery  might 
have  been  stopped  with  a  pin.  She  recovered. 
When  she  was  a  girl,  she  had  always  had  re- 
markably cold  fee^  frequently  swollen.  Her 
father  always  had  his  legs  swollen  and  cold,  al- 
though otherwise  he  had  gocd  health.  The  dis- 
ease of  her  leg  began  early  in  life  ;  nothing  evei* 
re-tarded  it. 

RHEUMATISM. 
I  am  a  strong  and  muscular  man,  my  health 
has  been  almost  uniformly  good,  except  when  I 
have  been  exposed  to  cold  and  moisture,  and  at- 
tacked by  catarrh.  4  years  since,  I  was  expos- 
ed to  rain,  and  was  obliged  to  remain  some  time 
in  my  wet  clothes.  The  second  day  after,  I  was 
not  well  ;  I  had  the  chill  and  flushing  of  heat, 
which  usually  precede  catarrh,  with  slight  pain 
about  my  loins. 

The  third  morning  I  had  increase  of  pains  ia 
my  back,  which  occasionally  shot  down  my 
thighs.  I  went  through  the  business  of  the  day 
without  difficulty;  at  ni>ht,  was  seized  with  ex- 
cruciatiug  pain  in  my  back.  Had  I  been  trans- 
fixed by  a  iavelin,  I  could  not  have  been  more 
suddenly  incapacitated  from  all  motion. 

1  should  think,  were  a  large  ra<r<yed  nail  dri- 
ven with  great  force  into  the  dorsal  vertebra^ 
the  pain  would  resen  ble  my  sensations.  By 
a^siKtance  of  several  persons,  with  the  greatest 
lifnculty  I  was  dragged  up  stairs,  without  power 
of  moving  a  muscle  without  producing  torture 
equal  fo  the  rack. 

I  parsed  the  night  in  this  torture.  Great  heat 
came  on,  with  thirst,  and  all  the  usual  symptoms. 
I  knew  the  first  thing  necessary,  was  a  purga- 
tive ;  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  muster  resolu- 
tion enough  to  take  it.  Fear  of  motion  deter- 
red me.  I  passed  another  day  and  night  in  hope 
of  some  cessation  of  disease,  though  convinced 
of  (he  fallacy  of  this  hope.  The  medicine  hav- 
ing acted  copiously,  I  took  an  antimonial  dose. 
I  took  30  grs.  of  hark,  every  three  hours,  for 
24  hours ;  in  that  short  period,  great  relief 
was  afforded.  The  pain  and  heat  lessened  ;  1 
slept  some  time.  The  bark  was  increased  to  40 
grs.  every  four  hours  ;  I  drank  some  port  wine 
negus.  The  pain  srajaally  abated,  and  in  less 
than  another  24  hours,  it  almost  ceased. 

Three  days  after   the   bark  was   taken,,  the 
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muscles  were  sore  and  stilt',  but  1  could  move 
without  much  inconvenience.  !n  eight  days,  I 
was  walking  in  the  slreet.  I  believe  that  no 
man  had  ever  more  severe  acute  rheumatism. 

*****,  much  emaciated,  at  times  most  obsti- 
nately costive,  had  frequently  vomition,  every 
thing-  he  swallowed  disagreed  with  him.  A  few 
spoonfuls  of  milk,  or  gruel,  or  other  simple  food, 
sometimes  produced  violent  pain  ;  he  was  never 
Iree  from  pain  in  the  stomach  and  bowels,  was 
constantly  teized  with  sour  eructations.  Tasteless 
watery  discharges  were  thrown  up  in  great  quan- 
tities. The  whole  materia  medica  had  been  ran- 
sacked in  vain  to  find  a  remedy  or  palliatives  : 
he  was  tired  of  his  physicians,  and  of  life. 

He  happened  to  mention,  among  other  things, 
he  had  swallowed  many  Orleans  plums,  and  the 
stones.  He  had  taken  several  emetics;  about 
the  stomach  and  liver  seemed  the  chief  seat  of 
disease.  1  gave  him  a  large  dose  of  ipecac,  and 
after  it  a  diluted  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc. 
This  unloaded  his  stomach  of  much  mucus. 

He  became  better ;  I  had  almost  forgotten  the 
plumb-stones,  when  something,  he  thought,  burst 
within  him;  great  sickness  came  on,  and  he  vo- 
mited nine  large  plumb-stones;  in  a  few  days  af- 
terwards, live  more  were  thrown  up.  These 
stones  had  been  swallowed  9  months.  Their 
edges  were  as  sharp,  and  their  angles  as  defined, 
as  when  swallowed.  He  was  relieved  for  a  short 
time,  but  sunk,  emaciated  and  exhausted. 

I,   1815.  E.  GRAINGER. 

See  Medical  Intelligencer,   page  44. 


We 


should  study  accurately,  and  determine 
for  ourselves  the  precise  action  of  each  remedy  : 
else  it  is  useless  to  search  for  new  means  ;  if  we 
have  not  thus  examined  medicines  already  in 
use,  we  shall  probably  be  as  negligent  with  re- 
gard to  any  new  one:  novelty  in  such  a  case, 
pampers  idleness.  c.  t.  hayden. 

62,  Sloane-St.  Brompton,  near  London. 


Birmingham 


Fever  in  a  horse. 

Aug.  1820,  a  horse  of  my  father's  went  a  jour- 
aey  of  500  miles.  He  was  occasionally  unwell 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  journey,  but  not  laid  up, 
till  he  had  been  ailing  a  week,  in  the  early  part 
of  September.  Then  his  breathing  was  consid- 
erably affected  and  rattling;  if  he  drank  cold  wa- 
ter he  was  affected  by  shivering.  The  skin  be- 
came hot,  the  nostrils  very  red,  inflamed ;  his 
ears  shewed  the  skin  was  occasionally  cold  as 
well  as  hot.  He  had  a  hard,  no!  frequent  cough. 
Warm  mashes  were  given  to  him,  no  medicine. 
His  legs  and  joints  generally  became  stiff  and 
very  much  swelled;  his  difficulty  of  breathing 
increased  ;  we  took  away  three  quarts  of  blood. 
This  afforded  him  much  relief;  the  blood  was 
singularly  inflamed;  above  one  half  of  it  consist- 
ed of  the  buffy  coat;  there  was  no  separable  se- 
yum.  Colchicum  3  ii  was  given  every  6  hours 
with  an  ounce  of  salts. 

Next  day,  Sept.  15,  his  joints  were  as  swell- 
ed and  stiff  as  before,  his  skin,  though  not  so  hot, 
was  too  hot,  breathing  unnatural.  Colchicnm 
alone  was  continued.  16th,  purging  began  ;  his 
symptoms  were  nearly  gone  ;  his  joints  had  al- 
most acquired  their  natural  size,  the  skin  was 
cool,  he  was  more  lively  ;  pulse  much  more  per- 
ceptible than  on  the  15th,  42  in  a  minute. — 
He  had  taken  6  doses ;  he  was  much  purged, 
apparently  exhausted,  had  pain  in  his  bowels, 
and  was  so  ill,  as  greatly  to  alarm  the  servant 
for  his 'safety.  Laudanum  3  ss.  and  compound 
tincture  of  gentian  3  ij.  were  given;  next  day 
he  was  perfectly  convalescent,  the  excitement 
having  entirely  subsided,  the  swelling  of  his 
joints  completely  removed.^ 


The  study  of  man,  grounded  on  a  knowledge 
of  his  organization  and  functions,  and  enlighten- 
ed by  the  analogies,  contrasts,  and  aids  afforded 
by  acquaintance  with  the  animal  kingdom  in  gen- 
eral, is  the  only  means  by  which  clear  insight 
can  be  gained  into  human  nature,  the  phy- 
sical and  moral  attributes,  comparative  powers, 
liability  to  change  or  modification  of  the  indi- 
vidual, race  or  variety;  consequently  into  the 
frame,  capabilities,  and  destiny  of  the  species. 
The  principles  furnished  by  such  investigations 
are  the  safest  guide  in  all  branches  of  knowl- 
edge, of  which  man  is  the  object,  that  can  be 
trusted  by  people  determined  to  resort  to  nature 
for  themselves,  rather  than  blindly  adopt  doc- 
trines, or  take  up  the  ready-made  notions  and 
clever  systems,  provided  for  those  too  indolent 
or  timid  to  exercise  their  observation  and  rea- 
son. Can  we  hope  to  proceed  safely  in  legisla- 
tion, public  institutions,  education,  without  that 
acquaintance  with  the  physical  and  moral  quali- 
ties of  the  subject  for  whose  benefit  they  are  de- 
signed, which  such  investigations  are  calculated 
to  supply  ? 

The  medical  character  is  generally  received 
as  a  certificate  of  knowledge,  a  passport  of  ad- 
mission into  the  most  cultivated  society.  Gen- 
eral acquaintance  with  natural  knowledge  is  ne- 
cessary to  answer  the  appeals  constantly  made 
to  us.  Information  is  so  much  more  diffused 
than  heretofore,  our  superiority  can  be  main- 
tained but  by  increased  exertion. 

London,  Feb.  8,  1819.  w.  Lawrence. 


26th.  Has  had  a  good  night,  this  morning  sev- 
eral copious,  loose  stools,  of  good  colour;  deliri- 
um increased.— At  night,  puise  soft,  regular; 
skin  temperate,  moist;  no  thirst ;  tongue  looks 
moist,  healthy  ;  eyes  natural,  up  inclination  to 
sleep;  repeats  the  opiate. — 27th.  To-night  no 
sleep,  much  raving  delirium  ;  skin,  tongue,  &c. 
as  yesterday.  Appetite  seems  good  iri  his  ration- 
al moments. — At  night,  he  is  very  delirious;  n  , 
large  blister  was  put  to  the   nape  of  the    neck. 

28th,  9,  A.  M.  He  has  taken  3  grs.  of  assafce- 
tida,  and  one   of  opium,  thrice,  at    intervals    of 
3  1-2  hours;    has  not  slept,  is  much  more  deliri- 
ous.    8,  P.  M.    Takes  2  grs.  of  opium  hourly. 

March  1.  Has  taken  6  grs.  then  refused  them. 
8,  P  .M.  Has  taken  tincture  of  opium,  1  oz.  in 
dram-doses  ;  is  rather  more  delirious.  By  night, 
has  taken  tt.  of  opium  and  assafcetida  3  6,  in  dram- 
doses  ;  his  pulse  is  soft,  weak,  a  little  fluttering ; 
tongue  healthy  ;  perspiration  profuse,  warm, 
clammy  ;  eyes  wild,  stupid  ;  he  is  inclined  to  dose, 
not  to  sleep  ;  his  symptoms  in  general  are  una- 
bated :  wine  and  seasoned  beef-tea,  or  soup,  or 
fowl-broth  are  ordered;  a  blister  is  put  to  his 
head,  a  clyster  given. 

March  2.  The  clyster  has  been  discharged 
without  stool.  At  night,  he  has  taken  tt.  of  rhu- 
barb 2  1-2  oz.  in  1-2  oz.-doses ;  the  limb  seems 
in  good  order ;  a  clyster  is  given  without  effect, 
a  blister  put  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 

March  3,  2,  A.  M.  he  died.  10,  A.  M.  the 
stomach  and  bowels  seemed  slightly  inflamed  ; 
vessel  of  the  dura  mater  crowded  with  blood:  a 
quantity  of  pus  was  diffused  on  the  arachnoides, 
inflammation  was  general  through  the  pia  mater ; 
the  ventricles  had  more  serum  than  usual,  and 
filaments  from  side  to  side;  the  me  Julia  oblonga- 
ta was  hard,  in  some  parts  enlarged.  G. 

The  delirium  sometimes  exhibited  in    persons 
addicted  to  strong  drink,  generally  presents   tre- 
mour  of  the  hand  and  wrist,  quickened  respira- 
tion, faltering  voice,  profuse    perspiration,  quick 
M.  A.  W.  harlot,  ast.  28,  Soufhac  St.  has  pains    pulse,  white,  moist  tongue,  eyes    inflamed,  wild, 
in  her  bowels,  is  emaciated,  has   slight    gonorr-   quick    look,  confusion,  irritability,  watchfulness, 


hcea,  and  a   scanty  menstruation;    she    bad    not 
menstruated  for  5  months. 

Dec.  30,  4,  P.  M.  having  diarrhoea,  she  takes, 


of  I 


">er  own  accord 


of 


opium. — 31st,  1 1, 


Spice  is  always  added  to  opening  medicine, 
■when  given  to  horses,  on  account  of  their  being 
.liable  to  suffer,  and  even  die5  from  colic. 


A.  M.  diarrhoea  continues  with  pain  ;  she  takes  of 
sulphate  of  soda  3  i,  in  solution,  after  every  stool, 
— takes  thus,  3  4,  by  6,  P.  M. — Jan.  1,  pains  and 
diarrhoea  lessened,  but  stili  oppressive  :  she  takes 
10  drops  of  tinct.  of  onium,  with  the  solution. 
at  bed  time. — 2nd,  she  is  better. — 3d,  diarrhoea 
continues  :  she  takes  tt.  of  opium  gtt.  x,  at  bed 
time. — 4th,  diarrhoea  has  ceased. — 6th,  pain  as 
before;  takes  tt.  of  opium,  gtt.  x,  twice. — 7th' 
she  takes  sulphate  of  soda,  3  ii. — 10th,  as  on  6th 
inst- — 11th,  as  on  7th  inst. —  15th,  she  is  well. 


Delirium  of  drunkards. 
Cou tin n.ed  from  page  S3. 
Feb.  23,  1819,  M.  A.  broke  his  right  tibia,  2 
inches  above  the  ankle.  It  was  easily  replaced, 
and  kept  by  splints.  He  had  a  restless  night. 
Feb.  241  h,  v.  s.  3  18,  cathartic— 25th,  be  had 
sufficient  stools,  has  slept  several  hours  this 
night.  Complained  of  vertigo  ;  after  dozing,  his 
mind  wasicvidently  confused  for  some  time.  The 
limb  is  in  good  order,  has  very  little  pain,  no 
symptoms  of  fever  have  appeared,  his  appetite 
is  pretty  good.     He  takes  an  opiate  at  bed  time. 


costiveness  ;  the  sufferer  fancies  himself  engag- 
ed in  his  usual  occupations  ;  this  occasious  con- 
stant exertions,  which  increase  perspiration,  and 
enfeeble  him.  He  fancies  he  sees  animals  on 
the  bed  and  clothes,  and  wears  himself  with  at- 
tempts to  catch  them.  Confirmed  cases  usually 
close  in  colliquation  and  coma. 

From  the  watchfulness  and  restlessness  in  the 
disease,  and  from  misapprehension  of  Dr.  Sut- 
ton's "  Tract,"  opium  has  been  given  in  enor- 
mous doses.  The  apoplexy,  convulsions,  and 
quickly  fatal  events  which  have  sometimes  fol- 
io tved  this  practice,  its  want  of  general  success, 
the  many  pleasant  events  after  different  treat- 
ment, some  of  which  are  recorded  p.  83  ;  also 
the  success  Avhich  follows  the  judicious  applica-' 
tion  of  the  general  principles  of  medicine,  dis- 
prove the  fancied  specific  virtue  of  opium  in 
this  form  of  disease. 

Treatment. 

A  quiet,  shaded  room,  having  but  few  articles 
of  furniture,  venesection  under  the  usual  indica- 
tions, in  the  upright  posture,  from  a  large  open- 
ing, that  relaxation  may  be  effected  with  the 
least  possible  loss  of  blood  :  cold  and  vesication 
of  the  head;  if  necessary,  laxatives.  One  attend- 
ant sits  by  the  sufferer,  and  sooths  him,  like  an 
infant,  when  unquiet,  and  if  necessary,  confines  hi« 
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limb?.  When  these  means  fail  to  allay  a  paroxysm, 
tepid  water,  or  cold  salt  water,  is  to  be  thrown 
on  him.  Nausea  is  to  be  gently  promoted,  the 
bowels  kept  free.  The  attendant  frequently 
wipes  his  sweaty  surface,  and  gives  nutritive, 
savoury  drinks,  to  recruit  him. 

In  tbe  colliquative  s>ate,  in  (he  late  stages  of 
this  and  other  severe  diseases,  the  abundant  use 
of  opium  is  not  followed  by  its  usual  astringent 
consequences.  Use  of  opium,  in  full  doses,  is 
not  generally  followed  by  sleep  or  tranquillity. — 
The  system  seems  to  have  lost  its  susceptibility 
of  the  kindly  influence  of  opium,  and  this  sus- 
ceptibility does  not  generally  show  itself,  though 
the  dose  be  greatly  increased  and  repeated. 

The  great  and  frequent  doses  of  submur.   of 
mercury,  given  in  croup,  seldom  purge.     In  se- 


the  wound  were  brought  together  by  a  suture, 
and  accurately  and  flrmly  closed  by  adhesive- 
plaster.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  patient  felt 
sense  of  choking,  which  increased  nearly  to  suf- 
focation. Some  of  the  plasters  gave  way,  and 
aiTorde.d  some/lischarge  to  the  blood  :  coagulated 
blood  bad  compressed  the  trachea  and  pharynx 
to  a  greater  degree  than  would  readily  be  be- 
lieved by  those  who   had    not    witnessed  it. 

If  hemorrhage  be  small,  and  its  escape  pre- 
vented, it  separates  the  sides  of  the  wound  ;  if  it 
be  considerable,  it  seems  to  excite  hemorrhao-e. 
This  is  manifested  by  many  other  cases. 

If  an  idea  that  most  or  many  structures  may 
become  cancerous,  was  generally  prevalent,  it 
would  lead  to  performance  of  many  unnecessary 
operations.     A  great  number  of  tumours  in  and 


vere  colic,  the  strongest  purges  and    clysters  of- [about  the  female  mamma  arise  from   disordered 


ten  show  no  power:  so  with  emetics  and  purees 
in  convuls'ons,  and  paroxysms  of  insanity.  The 
peculiar  effect  of  mercury  can  seldom  be  induced 
under  severe  disease,  specially  typhus,  where 
the  skin  is  hot,  and  pulse  quick. 


Tumour — is  a  production  which  made  no  part 
of  the  original  body.  Simple  enlargement  of 
bones,  joints,  glands,  &c.  is  not  a  tumour.  Tu- 
mours form  and  g*rcw,  being'  under  increased  ac- 
tion in  adjacent  vessels.  No  local  measures,  to 
diminish  and  suspend  the  growth,  are  more 
efficacious  than  taking  away  blood  and  heat  of 
the  part,  by  leeches  and  evaporation.*  In  pro- 
portion as  the  temperature  of  the  skin  is  dimin- 
ished, it  derives  heat  from  subjacent  parts  ;  thus 
are  their  morbid  actions  lessened. 

A  woman,  act.  40 — 50  years,  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's hospital,  had  a  tumour  on  the  inside  of 
the  knee  ;  the  tibia  could  not  be  felt.  She  re- 
membered it  when  of  the  size  of  an  egg,  but 
could  not  say  whether  it  was  then  fixed  to  the 
bone,  or  moveable  upon  it.  It  was  2  ieet  in  cir- 
cumference, and  had  been  increasing  3 — 4  years. 
The  veins  were  large,  appearing  like  network. 

It.  had  gradually  quite  confined  her  to  her  bed. 
It  was  not  painful  till  within  half  a  year  before 
admission  into  the  hospital  ;  when,  from  sense  of 
distention  of  the  skin,  and  inflammation,  she  be- 
came restless,  feverish,  aud  lost  flesh  considera- 
bly. The  skin  ulcerated,  so  as  to  leave  a  cavi- 
tv,  of  the  size  of  a  pint-basin  ;  a  most  copious, 
fetid  discharge  followed  :  she  had  frequently  lost 
blood  from  the  vessels  opened  by  ulceration  or 
slouerh  ;  she  had  confirmed  hectic. 

The  amputated  limb  was  previously  infected  ; 
the  tumour  had  no  connection  with  the  bone  or 
joint ! 

Adipous  sarcoma. — generally  formed  in  the 
midst  of  cellular,  adipous  substance,  and  separa- 
ted from  it  by  a  thin  capsule,  formed  of  the  sur- 
rounding cellular  substance,  condensed  by  pres- 
sure of  the  tumour.  This  may  be  extracted 
from  its  capsule  by  the  fingers. 

In  removal  of  a  puncreatico -sarcomatous 
gland,  tbe  external  maxillary  artery  was  divid- 
ed. nJI  did  not  bleed  immediately  ;    the  edges  of 


*  The  object  of  evaporating'  Washes,  is  to  prevent 
unnatural  heat.  It  is  not  necessary  they  should  be 
colrl.  Chill.  1o  a  portion  of  the  skin,  mav  produce  a 
cold.  In  many  cases  a  bread  and  water  poultice  seems 
the  best  abdication,  to  abstract  heat,  and  on  account 
of  its  soothing  properties. 


general  health;  the  most  judicious  mode  of  dis- 
persing them,  is  correction  of  that  disorder.  Ma- 
ny remain  in  the  same  state  a  great  time,  even 
through  life, 

A  young  man,  out  of  health,  complained  of 
stiffness  and  pain  in  the  bottom  of  his  belly,  took 
to  his  bed,  declaring  his  inability  to  move  about. 
Suddenly  a  swelling  formed  above  Poupart's  lig- 
ament, rapidly  increased,  the  skin  ulcerated.  A 
frightful  fungus  seemed  to  present  itself,  uncon- 
trolable  hemorrhage  ensued.  After  death,  all 
that  bulged  out  could  be  removed  by  the  finger 
or  sponge,  and  appeared  to  be  coagulated  blood ; 
at  the  bottom,  nothing  was  seen  but  the  abdomi- 
nal muscles,  which  had  the  bruised  and  brown- 
ish appearance  Mr.  Hey  has  described. 

1816.  J.  AEERNETHY. 


DEMENCE, 

Disorder  of  the  ideas,  affections,  detemina- 
tions ;  abolition,  more  or  less  manifest,  of  all  the 
sensitive,  intellectual  and  moral  faculties:  like 
mania,  a  general  chronic  delirium  without  fever. 
The  vital  forces  are  weakened,  disabled,  the 
force  needed  for  exercising  the  faculties  is  lost  ; 
it  may  be  regained  by  physical  or  moral  means. 
Disabled  from  giving  enough  attention,  the  suf- 
ferer cannot  get  just  ideas,  compare,  associate, 
separate  ideas.  The  most  unsuitable  ideas  fol- 
low each  other  in  his  discourse,  without  connec- 
tion, apparent  motive,  or  knowledge- of  what  he 
says;  he  seems  to  repeat  ready  tales  involunta- 
rily, from  habit,  or  casual  excitement;  forgets 
immediately  what  he  has  been  seeing-,  hearing, 
saying,  doing;  seems  to  act  rather  from  remem- 
brance of  things  long  past.  To  render  reasona- 
ble the  discourse  of  many  such  persons,  inter- 
mediate ideas  only  are  wanting  to  connect  those 
first  received  with  the  last. 

From  ignorance  of  what  they  are  doing,  they 
may  endanger  their  own  and  others'  life,  in  set- 
ting fire  to  their  clothes  and  furniture.  Some 
mutilate,  burn  themselves,  amputate  their  limbs, 
severely  wound  themselves,  intending  suicide, 
without  seeming  to    experience  pain. 

They  see  their  relations  and  friends  without 
pleasure,  part  from  them  without  regret,  are 
not  vexed  by  privation,  or  gratified  by  pleas- 
ure;  laugh  and  play  when  others  grieve,  com- 
plain when  every  body  else  is  and  should  be  con- 
tent; yet  they  do  not  try  to  change  their  condi- 
tion ;  or,  if  they  seem  ready  to  move  or  act,  it  is 
from  a  fixed  idea,  which  survives  the  general 
loss   of  intelligence.      Chronic  and   senile    dc- 


mence  grow  worse  yearly,  by  successive  loss  of 
some  faculty. 

They  do  not  determine  ;  they  give  themselves 
up,  allow  themselves  to  be  led,  their  obedience 
is  passive,  they  have  not  energy  to  be  untracta- 
ble.     Their  anger  lasts  but  a  moment. 

Almost  all  of  them  have  contracted  some  pe- 
culiar habit;  some  walk  constantly;  some 
with  difficulty  ;  some  pass  days,  months,  years, 
squat  in  bed,  or  stretched  on  the  floor.  Ooe 
perpetually  writes  badly  ahout  his  former  habits 
and  affections  :  another  cannot  form  a  letter,  or 
join  the  letters  of  the  shortest,  most  familiar 
word.  They  arc  incapable  of  the  useful,  agree- 
able arts  which  they  cultivated  most  successful- 
ly before  their  disease.  One  is  an  insufferable 
loudtaiker;  others,  specially  those  whose  melan- 
choly has  degenerated  into  demence,  continually 
mutter  unfinished  phrases.  One  claps  his  hands 
night  and  day;  another  poises  himself  in  the  same 
direction,  a  sameness  fatiguing  to  the  beholder. 
One  murmurs,  rejoices,  weeps  and  laughs  at 
once  ;  another  sings,  whistles,  dances  a  whole  daj  < 
Many  dress  themselves  fantastically,  seize  every 
thing  they  find,  fix  it  to  their  clothes. 

Their  eyes  are  dull,  become  wandering,  down- 
cast, in  tears,  pupils  dilated,  face  inexpressive., 
often  relaxed  on  one  side  :  sometimes  no  exter- 
nal mark  of  the  disease  appears.  The  sleep  is 
generally  deep  and  long,  appetite  voracious,  de- 
jections often  involuntary;  many  sufferers  grow 
very  fat,  give  themselves  up  to  masturbation 
with  a  sort  of  fury. 

Demence  does  not  appear  till  puberty,  seldom 
till  old  age,  of  which  it  seems  the  constitutional 
state  ;  then  it  seems  incurable.  Timid,  irreso- 
lute people,  who  have  not  ordinary  energy,  seem 
most  liable  to  it,  and  apoplectic  people,  of  large 
head,  short  neck. 

Chronic  demence  is  seldom  cured  ;  it  is  conse- 
ntient to  onanism,  hypochondria,  palsy,  apoplexy, 
and  all  forms  of  insanity ;  yet  the  primitive  form 
of  the  delirium  is  often  preserved,  and  occasion- 
al fits  of  mania  and  even  fury  takes  place,  if  the 
sufferer  receives  strength. 

Of  235  poor  women  in  demence,  97  were 
15 — 40  years  of  age;  133  were  45 — 87.  De- 
mence was  acute  in  10  cases,  chronic  in  43  cases, 
senile  in  35  cases,  melancholic  in  34,  maniac  in 
21.  Very  many  diseases  end  in  this:  of  289 
poor  epileptic  women,  30  became  dement.  Of 
244  insane  people,  S3  became  dement.  Of  144 
poor  women  in  demence  apparently  from  physi- 
cal causes,  46  were  apparently  from  age  ;  29 
from  the  critical  period  ;  11  from  menstrual  dis- 
order;* 5  from  childbirth. 

Scurvy  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  and  fatal 
complications  of  demence,  (specially  if  it  is  not 
senile,)  and  melancholy  with  palsy.  The  abode 
of  people,  under  such  complication,  should  be 
drv,  well  aired. — Of  71  who  died  in  demence, 
13  died  under  cerebral  fever,  12  under  apoplexy, 
11  under  advnamic  fever,  10  under  consump- 
tion of  the  Iunars,  6  under  slow  fever.  Mortal!- 
ty  1  :  3. 

IDIOTISM 

In — the  intellectual    faculties,  have  never  ex- 
isted   or    been    developed,     so     that    the    idiot 


*  A  girl,  who  for  10  years  had  been  in  demence  with 
suppression  of  menstruation,  one  day  ran  to  her  mother, 
savin?  "  I  am  cured."  Menstruation  had  taken  placed 
and  reason  was  immediately  established. 
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majr  acquire  the  knowledge  which  individuals 
receive  in  the  same  age  and  social  condition  as 
he.  Idiotism  begins  before  the  period  of  the 
full  development  of  the  intellectual  and  affec- 
tive faculties. 

In  idiots,  every  thing  discloses  imperfect  or- 
ganization, powers  ill  employed,  analogy  be- 
tween their  physical  state  and  total  want  of  in- 
telligence. Nothing  can  give  them,  even  for 
some  moments,  more  reason  or  intelligence.— ~ 
They  seldom  live  more  than  25  years.  They 
present  many  characteristics  of  infancy,  are  rick- 
ety, scrofulous,  epileptic,  palsied.  The  head  is 
too  large  or  too  small,  badly  formed,  flattened 
on  the  sides  or  behind  ;  features  irregular,,  fore- 
head short,  strait,  almost  pointed,  both  eyes 
squinting  and  convulsive,  lips  thick,  mouth  half 
open,  slavering  gums,  spongy,  teeth  bad.  Their 
temperament  is  not  sufficiently  marked  to  acquire 
a  name  ;  they  are  hard  of  hearing,  hear  but  lis- 
ten not;  are  blind,  or  see  badly  ;  do  not  observe; 
do  not  distinguish    the    qualities    of  savours    or 

odours. Some     show     no     wish    for     food 

till  they  see  it;  with  some,  it  most  be  put  in- 
to their  jnouth  ;  some  eat  every  thing  which  falls 
under  their  hands  ;  some  do  not  reject  food  till 
they  can  no  longer  swallow;  unload  their  bow- 
els every  where,  without  shame,  often  uncon- 
sciously. 

Their  arms  or  hands  are    twisted.,  maimed,  or 
motionless ;    thev  stretch    forth    their  arms  and 


hands 


manner,  take    hold    of  bodies 


awkwardly,  let  them  slip  from  their  hands;  walk 
awkwardly,  are  easily  thrown  down;  have  pe- 
culiar habits,  like  machines,  ever  producing  the 
same  movements. 

Incapable    of  attention,    idiots    cannot    direct 
their  senses  ;    without  memory,    they  cannot  re- 
tain impressions  from  without;   do  not  compare, 
judge,  or   desire.     Some    are    dumb.     We    can 
judge  of  the  degree  of  intelligence  of  the  others! 
by  their  language.     They  emit  some  inarticulate 
sounds,  cries,  or  prolonged  roar,  which   they  in- 
terrupt to  separate  their  lips,  as    if  they  would 
laugh.     If  they  articulate   any  words,   they   at- 
tach no  meaning  to  them.     Some,  like  children, 
have  a  language  of  action  or  articulation  under- 
stood only  by  those  who  live  with  and  have  the 
care  of  them,  and  is  confined  to  the  first   instinc- 
tive wants   of  life,   which    they   cannot    supply 
themselves.     Most   of  them    seem    unconscious 
of  existence. 

They  sometimes  become  furious  if  provoked; 
bite,  mutilate  themselves,  tear  their  hair,  freeze 
their  feet  without  apparent  suffering,  or  seem 
ignorant  that  their  actions  are  the  cause  of  their 
pain,  or  that'  the  part  pained  belongs  to  them  : 
when  sick,  they  do  not  complain,  but  lie  curl- 
ed in  bed. 

Some  children  are  born  with  a  large  head, 
delicate  features,  find  it  difficult  to  take  the 
breast,  suck  badly;  it  is  a  longtime  before  their 
eyes  can  follow  the  light.  They  do  not  thrive, 
nor  walk  before  5  or  7  years,  or  before  puber- 
ty ;  if  they  learn  a  few  words,  it  is  not  till  7  or 
8  years.  In  some  children,  intellectual  activity 
much  surpasses  their  physical  powers ;  their 
intellect,  after  a  time,  is  stationary,  idiotism  fol- 
lows.— It  is  often    consequent  to  epilepsy. 

Imbecility  in — the  intellectual  and  affective  fac- 
ulties develop  themselves  but  to  a  certain  point, 
under  any  education.     Without   being  destitute 


of  intelligence,  the  sufferers  do  not  reach  that 
degree  of  reason  and  knowledge,  to  which  their 
age,  education,  and  social  relations  9eem  to  en- 
title them;  do  not  make  the  same  use  of  their 
intelligence,  as  do  others  of  their  age  and  rank. 
Some  employ  themselves  in  the  roughest  work  i 
some  learn  reading,  writing,  and  even  music, 
imperfectly.  They  cannot  pursue  a  plan,  or 
keep  a  resolution;  are  totally  improvident,  at- 
tach themselves  to  nothing;  neither  love  nor 
hate  permanently,  lose  their  relations  without 
sorrow,  yet  some  of  them  are  grateful  for  the 
care  taken  of  them. 

In  their  intelligence  and  affections  there  is  as 
great  variety  as  in  other  men's.  In  some,  the 
sensations  are  dull,  feeble  ;  with  others,  multipli- 
ed. In  some,  memory  is  active  :  in  others,  al- 
most a  nullity,  oT  confined  to  the  most  common 
things.  Some  have  a  taste  for  certain  things, 
which  they  do  well  enough  ;  are  shiftless  in 
every  thing  else.  Habit  has  on  their  conduct 
great  influence,  and  gives  it  an  appearance  of 
regularity,  which  should  not  be  mistaken  for 
reasoning.  They  all  want  force  and  attention  ; 
they  cannot  compare  or  combine  their  present 
sensations  or  ideas,  are  very  sleepy. 

Left  to  themselves,  they  become  timid,  very 
slothful,  emaciated :  exposed  to  tbe  weather,  un- 
cleanly: at  puberty,  sometimes  melancholic,  jea- 
lous, furious,  masturbaters,  nymphomaniac.  They 
cannot  acquire  but  few  ideas  on  any  subject,  seem 
destined  to  be  the  slaves,  the  belotes  of  their  as- 
sociates. All  their  movements,  intellectual  and 
moral,  are  excited  from  without ;  they  think  and 
act  through  others,  are  serious,  speak  little  ; 
answer  rightly,  if  not  asked  many  questions  ;  ap- 
prove every  thing,  are  ready  for  every  thing, 
that  does  not  force  them  to  reflect,  and  is  not 
out  of  their  habits  :  at  work,  they  must  be  con- 
stantly excited.- 

Fatuity-^ci  variety  of  imbecility  ;  in  it,  the  fac- 
ulties of  the  understanding  are  not  equally  feeble, 
and  the  manifestation  of  some  faculties    has    ac- 
quired   more    relative    energy.     The    sufferers 
are  fickle  in  resolution5  and  conduct;    at  once  as- 
sent   and    dissent,    cannot    pursue   conversation, 
still  less  discussion  ;    take  jests  ,in  earnest,  laugh 
at  the  saddest  things  ;    their  eyes  are  fixed,  yet 
they  see  not ;    they  hear  attentively,  but  under- 
stand not,  though  they  affect  to.     Generally  con- 
tent with  themselves,  if  they  speak,  it    is  with  a 
very  pleasant  tone  of  satisfaction ;  they  seek  ex- 
pressions with    which    their   physiognomy  does 
not    accord.      Their   attire    and    deportment    iff 
without  order;  gesture  and  attitude   strange,  not 
in    harmony   with    their  thoughts  and  discourse. 
They    are    puffed    with     pretension,    irascible, 
quarrelsome,  very  cowardly,  mischievous,  liars, 
easy  of  direction,  incapable  of  industry. 

ESQUIROL. 


the  character  of  an  instrument  of  music.  The 
air-tube  becomes  a  vocal  instrument,  from  the 
moment  it  has  acquired,  and  because  it  has  ao 
quired,  the  means  of  modifying  the  air  from  the 
lungs,  and  directing  it  on  the  atmosphere.  It  is 
as  the  tube  of  a  flute  yet  imperfect,  which  re-- 
ceives  its  stopple,  and  is  then  converted  into  an 
instrument." — geoffroy  st.  hilaire,  communicat* 
to  Jown.  of  Philos.  by  n.  m.  kentz.     See  page   66r 

Med.  Int.  *wx*. 

Tbe  American  Medical  Recorder,  published  at  Phil-' 
adelphia,  will  give  a  concise,  and  impartial  analysis  o£ 
the  most  interesting;  matter  in  the  Medical  Journals  of 
the  United  States. 


8   cases   of  sore  throat  have  come  to  our  knowledge 
this  week. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING    OCT^ 
TOBER   10,  FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Oct.                                                Disease  *Age 

3  Isaac  W.  Goodrich,  jr.  Whooping  cough  16  mo, 
Catharine  Goodrich,  Consumption  30 
William  W.  Williams,  12  mo, 
John  Hurley,  jr.               Dysentery  4 

4  Mary  Hall,  Consumption  57 
Andrew  Floyd,  u  53 
Samuel  Trumbull  Lung  fever  5  mo. 
James  G.  Baibadoes,  jr.  Dysentery  3  mo. 

Cowiag,  3  days 

Nancy  Adams-,                   Consumption  48 

Mary  Hunt                                "  2& 

James  W.  Robinson,. jr.  Dysentery  7 

5  Rebecca  A.  Goddard,  "  22' 
Daniel  McClellen 

John  Horon,                       Accidental  17  mo. 
Daniel  Emerson,               Typhus  21 
6  Henry  A.  Carver, 
Horace  A.  Stevens, 
Constant, 


Betsey  T.  Davis, 
Margaret  Forest, 
Benjamin  A.  Fisher, 
Hosea  Sargent,  jr. 

7  Sarah  M.  Williams, 
Nathan  Roynton, 
Susan-  Harris, 
Elizabeth  Batts,- 

Loring, 

Almira  Hart, 

8  Sarah  Gardner, 
Elizabeth  Belknap, 
Edward  Hall, 

9  James  A.  Allen, 
Elizabeih  Kelton, 
Margaret  A.  Breen, 
Daniel  Gould,. 
Robert  Brobson, 
Mary  Sanery 

Tetts, 

Catharine  Reed, 
Michael  Casher,  jr. 
Thomas  Ernes, 

10  Susan  McKeating, 
Betsey  Philips, 


Inflammation  of  throat 

Croup 

Still-born 

Lung  fever 

Dysentery 


Canker 

Dysentery 

Accidental 


Consumption 

Still-born 

Infantile 

Typhus 

Chronic  inflam.  of  Iivef 
Dysentery 
Yellow  fever 
Consumption 
Dysentery 


o  mo. 

1 

7  mo. 

16  mo. 
16 
79- 

3& 


Palsy 


Still-bom 

Croup 

Fits 

Dysentery 


31 

57 

44 

45- 

12  mo. 

of 


18  mo. 
6  days 

7f> 

1& 


"  Intervention  of  the  vocal  strings,  (rubans  vo- 
caux)  in  the  centre  of  the  larynx  and  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  air,  is  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stance to  production  of  voice.  What  the  mus- 
cles of  expiration  have  prepared  is  completed 
by  these  obstacles;  the  condensed  air  of  the 
lungs,  as  it  presses  against  these  strings,  and  en- 
deavours to  escape  through  their  intervals,  is  di- 
rected or  polarized.  These  obstacles,  with  aid 
of  the  two  aponeurotic  layers,  give  to  the  tra- 
chea and  cariilages,  which  line  tbe  upper    part, 


OCT.  A.  MARCH  will   commence  his   course   of 

Anatomical  Lectures,  in    Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 

lftthv     Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the   best   method   to 

be  pursued-  in  the  study  of  medical  science."     Tickets. 

10  dolls. 


RAMSAY,  M.  D.  will  begin  a  course  of  Lectures 
on    Anatomy  at   the    middle  of  Oct.  which  will 
last  two  months.  Conway,  JV.  H. 
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Wounds  by  Cannon-balls. 
A  soldier  at  Sacket's  Harbour,  May  29,  1813, 
received  a  wound,  by  a  six  pound-ball,  on  the 
Fight  side  of  the  jaw,  carrying  away  the  great- 
est part  of  the  orbicular,  zygomatic,  buccinator 
muscles,  the  upper  and  lower  portion  of  the 
sphincter  of  the  mouth,  and  all  the  muscles  cov- 
ering the  upper  and  lower  jaw,  and  those  at- 
tached to  the  lower  portion  of  the  orbits  of  the 
eyes;  both  of  these  bones,  and  that  of  the  nose 
and  palate,  both  eyes,  the  ethmoid  bone,  and 
part  of  the  septum  of  the  nose,  were  carried 
away,  the  tongue  principally,  and  all  the  lower 
teeth.  The  muscles  on  the  opposite  side  were 
lorn  from  (he  bones,  and  turned  back,  covering 
(he  side  of  the  neck. 

He  was  found  rolling  on  the  ground,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  in  a  dying  state  ;  he  was  carried 
with  several  others,  in  a  similar  condition,  to  the 
barracks. 

May  30th,  6,  A.  M.  he  had  regular  pulse,  find 
sense  :  I  dressed  him,  and  removed  the  torn  por- 
tions of  muscles  and  integuments.  In  doing' this, 
I  divided  the  facial  artery  of  the  left  side  of  the 
face,  and  tied  it;  the  glottis  and  remaining  por- 
tion of  tongue  appeared.  By  a  tea-spoon  he 
was  able  to  swallow  a  tea  cup  full  of  milk.  The 
sound  integuments  were  broug-ht  over  the  ex- 
posed parts  as  much  as  possible,  and  the  whole 
covered  with  strips  of  lint,  leaving  an  aperture 
for  breathing.  In  (he  course  of  (his  day  he  was 
removed  to  the  infirmary,  and  placed  on  a  mat- 
tress. He  took  wine,  water,  and  food,  was  dress- 
ed occasionally,  was  tolerably  quiet  and  comfort- 
able till  the  fifth  day,  when  the  whole  head  was 
much  inflamed,  he  became  convulsed,  and  died 
suddenly.  From  the  time  he  was  received  into 
the  infirmary,  till  he  was  convulsed,  he  retained 
his  hearing  and  senses,  knew  what  was  said,  and 
answered  by  motions  of  the  hands. 

At  the  siege  of  Fort  Erie,  1815,  a  soldier  of 
the  21st  Regt.  Infantry,  received  a  wound  by  an 
18-pound-ball,  that  carried  away  the  left  leg, 
near  the  external  trochanter;  the  bone  and 
nearly  all  the  muscles  were  divided,  except  the 
vastus  internus,  and  a  portion  of  integuments 
that  covered  it ;  these  were  immediately  separa- 
ted with  the  knife. 

There  was  but  little  hemorrhage  from  arte- 
ries. The  mangled  portions  of  muscles  were 
cut  off,  and  the  bone  sawed  as  hisdi  as  possible  ; 
the  femoral  artery  secured  by  a  ligature.  The 
patient  recovered  after  many  weeks  of  tedious 
pain  and  distress,  some  spasms  and  suppuration. 
The  stump  was  sound  within  three  months. 

a.  Trowbridge,  late  Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

JVatertorvn,  Jefferson  Co.  AT.  Y.  Oct.  7,  1823. 


to  the  uteius,  the  right  grasped  the  organ  at  its 
fundus.  The  placenta  was  at  the  anterior  por- 
tion of  the  uterus,  and  required  my  utmost  skill 
and  exertions  to  separate  it.  Though  1  pro- 
ceeded as  cautiously  and  tenderly  as  possible, 
she  complained  of  excruciating  pain,  and  could 
not  refrain  from  crying  aloud.  After  5  minutes1 
severe  exertion,  1  succeeded,  and  the  uterus 
readily  contracted  around  my  hand ;  flooding 
was  arrested  ;  a  portion  of  the  placenta,  2  inches 
in  diameter,  had  a  decidedly  granulating  appear- 
ance.    She  had  a  speedy  recovery. 

In  the  5th  month  of  her  pregnancy,  she  had 
fallen  down  cellar,  and  received  a  severe  bruise, 
just  above  the  pubis,  which  place  had  since  been, 
and  still  was,  quite  painful.  Since  that  fall,  she 
had  been  troubled  with  slight  flowing-,  every 
faw  days. 

fVilliamstown,  Oct.  12,  1823 


Broncholomy  was  performed  a  fortnight  ag9 
on  a  child  of  Capt.  Preston,  of  Ashford,  Conn. 
;et.  20  months,  by  Dr.  Joseph  Palmer,  of  tha{ 
place.  A  'kidney-bean'  had  lodged  in  the  wind- 
pipe. Convulsions  took  place,  and  the  child  ap- 
peared dying.  12  hours  after  the  operation,  it 
was  as  cheerful  as  ever. 


LYNDON  A.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

Mrs.  B.  a  healthy,  labouring  woman,  ast  30, 
was  delivered  of  her  second  child  on  the  morn- 
ing of  June  8th,  at  the  full  period,  after  a  natu- 
ral, easy  labour,  of  a  few  hours. 

While  securing  and  separating  the  funis,  I 
perceived  a  most  alarming  flooding  had  com- 
menced ;  the  patient  was  literally  deluged  in 
blood.     My  left  hand  was  passed  immediately  in- 


Harlcm,  Oct.  10,  1823. — Caesar  Rog-ers,  a  ne- 
gro, had  been  sickly  7  or  8  weeks  ;  he  used  to 
swell  on  his  stomach,  but  had  recovered  of  that 
disorder,  bnt  was  not  quite  strong  enough 
to  open  a  vault  alone  ;  he  hired  a  person  to 
help  him.  At  12  o'clock  he  was  well,  took  as 
hearty  a  dinner  as  ever;  after  dinner,  he  went 
into  the  vault,  which  had  been  opened  at  least 
two  hours,  and  took  up  a  child  which  he  had 
placed  there  9  months  before,  (the  parents 
doubting  whether  it  had  not  been  put  in  another 
vault ;)  he  brought  it  under  his  arms  to  the 
house,  and  showed  the  plate  to  Mr.  Benson,  and 
a  son  of  Rev.  Mr.  Miltolar,  to  convince  them  he 
had  put  it  in  the  proper  vault.  In  15  or  20  min- 
utes, the  corpse  of  another  child  of  the  same  fam- 
ily arrived  at  the  vault,  and  Caesar  took  it  under 
his  arms  down  the  stairs  of  the  vault;  as  soon  as 
he  had  placed  it,  he  fell  backward,  near  the 
stairs.  Mr.  Benson  and  another  gentleman  ran 
down,  and  took  him  as  quick  as  ^possible  under 
their  arms,  and  hauled  him  out 
gasps,  and  died. 

Harlem  has  been  very  unhealthy  these  2  yrs.; 
not  a  family  has  escaped  fever  and  agfue,  inter- 


II e  gave   two 


mittent  and  bilious  fever;  7  or  8  in  one  family 
are  down  with  them.  We  have  a  pond  ;  when 
it  is  dry,  there  is  a  stench  and  fume  from  it.  I 
have  taken  notice  of  this  pond  for  25  years;  it 
used  to  be  clear;  it  was  a  pleasure  to  the  wo- 
men to  wash  there  ;  now  it  is  not  fit  for  man  or 
beast,  and  every  family  round  it  has  been  sick. 
In  1820,  a  new  avenue  was  made,  which  cut  off 
a  considerable  part  of  the  water.  In  1821, 
the  pond  was  half  dry  ;  wc  had  some  fever:  last 
year,  considerable  ;  this  season,  it  has  been  very 
sickly ;  I  can  safely  state  2-3  of  this  village  have 
been  sick.  In  3  families,  my  nearest  neighbours, 
one  fell  sick  ;  in  the  next  house,  all  except  one  ; 
in  the  other,  one  died.  In  two  houses  on  the 
other  side  of  the  pond,  of  10  or  12  in  one  fami- 
ly, I  believe  all  had  it ;  7  were  sick  in  one  day. 
This  has  been  the  case  within  1-2  mile  of  this 
pond.  Harlem  used  to  be  healthy,  but  then 
there  was  water  enough  in  the  pond. 

J,  W.  RAUB. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  YELLOW  FEVER. 
Read  before  the  Med.  Soc.  of  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia,  by  B.  Washington,  M.  D.  Jlbr. 
Yellow  fever  for  the  most  part  attacks  very 
suddenly.  The  patient  may  have  eaten  on  the 
day,  or  the  preceding  day,  heartily,  perhaps, 
more  than  usual,  from  sense  of  languor  or  debil- 
ity, which  he  imagines  to  be  a  genuine  appetite. 
In  the  evening  the  fever  makes  its  ap- 
pearance, preceded  by  rigours,  or  not  without 
chilly  sensation.  The  patient  frequently  pre- 
sents the  appearance  of  a  person  suddenly  over- 
come by  an  intoxicating  draught.  The  eyes  are 
red,  dull,  with  muddy  or  yellow  tinge.  There 
is  a  dryness  of  the  mouth,  faltering-  of  speech, 
indifference  to  surrounding  objects.  The  pa- 
tient not  unfrequentiy  appears  quite  contented, 
often  requesting  to  be  left  to  himself,  and  be- 
comes wearied  and  impatient  if  much  importun- 
ed. The  pulse  is  slow,  labouring,  obstructed  ; 
tongue  florid  on  the  edges,  with  some  whiteness 
of  the  papillae,  like  the  effect  of  flashing  gun- 
powder in  contact  with  a  metal  ;  respiration  in- 
dicates uneasiness.  These  are  a  part  of  the 
s}miptoms  of  the  stage  of  oppression,  in  which 
medicine  will  afford  the  most  certain  relief,  if 
promptly  administered  :  if  delayed,  or  not  used 
in  a  bold  efficient  manner,  the  critical  period 
may  pass  in  a  moment,  and  opportunity  of  re- 
lieving- the  patient  be  irretrievably  lost. 

There  could  be  no  hesitation  in  proceeding  to 
evacuate'the  stomach,  did  we  not  know  by  long 
experience,  that  the  stomach,  after  a  vomit  has 
been  administered,  may  become  every  moment 
more  excited  and  disordered,  until  fatal  symptoms, 
arising  from,  or  evidently  hastened  on  by  the 
remedy,  take  place.  Emetics  have  been  very 
universally  condemned.  We  confidently  recom- 
mend them,  as  by  far  the  most  salutary  means 
that  can  be  adopted.  Administered  in  the  ordi-» 
nary  manner,  emetics  are  followed  by  large 
draughts  of  fluids,  alternately  distending  and 
emptying  the  stomach,  and  keeping  up  the  vo- 
miting till  vitiated  bile,  or  some  other  irritative 
matter,  finds  its  way  through  the  pylorus. 

Under  gradual  and  steady  pressure  over  the 
epigastrium,  the  sufferer  suddenly  shrinks,  a 
spot  may  be  found,  frequently  very  circumscrib- 
ed, exquisitely  tender.  Pain  in  the  lumbar  re- 
gion, if  present,  is  augmented  by  such  pressure. 
Great  heat  and  thirst  is  referred  to  the  duode- 
num. When  cold  water  is  swallowed,  there  is 
momentary  relief;  thirst  soon  returns,  even  he- 
fore  the  fluid  has  changed  materially  its  tem- 
perature ;  for  when  the  stomach  is  so  irritable, 
it  will  not  suffer  detention  ;  on  ejection  of  the 
water,  we  find  it  still  cold.  In  certain  stages  of 
dysentery  this  kind  of  association  is  well  known. 
The  patient  scarcely  swallows  a  mouthful  before 
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something  to  assuage  thirst  were  resisted. 


a  sens.: torn i  is  exf  ariea  :e_  as  if  i:  were    rapid  ;  reee; ited    when   reacccmulalioa    is    likely  to  short,  or  perished.     The  patient's  entreaties  for 

traversing-  fh a       tote   intestines,                 ::  .—    -  .g_;rara:e  disease. 

almost  simultaneous.     This  intense  beat    is    sas-  A  person,  during  a  sickly  autumn,  experienc- 

■pended  only  whilst  the    cold  ;s    in 

the  parts  ;;:::r  leglutitios       The 


:  is  not  ihe  ungovernable  action    of  the    sto- 
lid   prevent    our    g:     «g 
a  debility  in    the   organ 
observed  this,  was  in  the  paroxysm  of  an  inter-  [grains  of  calomel,  which   commenced    a    gen  tie*3    there  raced,    for  which  we  can    advance 

mittent.  daring  the  cold  stage.     The    vater   ap-  operation  in  the  mcrn.ng.     When  this  was"going'no    satisfactory    rationale.      In    some    instances. 


-  ed  .-.e..e:;  :.  fe::r:  ::r.gue.  tever.shness.  .kc.fcre-  ra?ch  alone  which   shou! 
.'.  5f  time  we  nnoers  ::  a  bihonE  attack.     At  night  he  took  10  &-«»*  with  emetics,  bat  i 


7  ; " 


ei  fee    tie  :s: 


-  as 


s    it        sse       Sown    the  0Q  steadily,  he  received  tec  grains  more  ;  instant-  ""here  the  stomach  has    beeD  washed  oat   for   a 


imperfectly   carried  ben    the   For  several   davs.  unremitting  attempts  t«    pro-  debilitated,  death  has  taken  place,  after  the  pei- 

;    :    --    into  violent    and    hre  ralar  care  an  alvme  evacuation  were  coatiaued  to  no  i0Q  aa;  Deen  drawn  oat     Doubtless,  from   simi- 


tirca::    we  felt  it  cold  to  the  band  after  Coming    y  the    purging    ceased     After    thr; :     boors,  a  ^2g:h  ot  time  with  warm  water,  when    poisons 
cp.  fa  rd  lose,  similar  to  the  preceding,  was  taken.  have  beeD  received,  the  organ    has    become    so 

Zaeesis   is 
mus:  tes  ire  th 

-  ::.:a.  by  mecher.::i  thsteasion  :f  the  stomach,  parj,  ;se.     At  the  end  of  that  period,  a  small  dis-  ^ar  facts,  the  dry  vomit  was  first  employed,  which 
::  by        irritant,  such  as  we    consider  the    coa-  charge    took    place:    verv  gradually,  the    fucc-Pr:T  —  M  beneficial  in  some    chronic  disorders. 
:ea:=  :f  Ihe   :a:e;  iee;    afien  prove  Lo  he,  if   re-  tioos  were  re-e-:  .   I  shed        re;  Med.  Int.  p.  87,  •"."  r-v*a?  t0Qe  t0  tne  enfeebled  stomach, 
gurgitated    in   sufficient    quantity.       By    gentle  co\t  |    {_  12,  &  j    ".  ad  case.)  ^ e  wotdd  not  hazard  an  emetic  in    later   pe 


?ure  of   fee    erermen    during  vcrai'.ing.  :ae 


ly  acrid  matter  is  pressed  into  the  stomach,  which 
becomes  every  instant  more    excited,  till  it   ap- 


wessure  ::    :ee    araomen  undine       Sometimes  ihe  svstem  does    cot    appear   dis-  rioa-  °}    the  disease,  when  we  suppose    the    in- 

■---  ::  ■-!  -  bb  "f7-  -  ^  nth  those  _.^-  ;e  assume  :i:'e  specific  action  :  -  erearv  :  fe5:a  dissolved  and  passed  do  *vn  and  such  re; 
of  the  r  trior  the  liver,  bihar-  duets,  ux  pan-  ;heQ  the  ™ptolBS  become  exceedingly  irrego-  ^tion  taken  place,  aa  admits  of  expulsion  ot 
Cre==.  —  be  emptied.  let.  uadereer.  Acs,  :he  .  ^  .;  ■■  ,  ...^  m  ih&  faBCfk|IB^  goch  ^  the  contents  of  the  hgestrve  viscera  by  Cathar- 
ines hare  ::;:  ;:  convu  sed,  :e  ::  lorce  the  9a^es  t^e  ^it  prac-  .---  i  :;  \\  here  vomiting  has  tasen  place,  the  up- 
i  ;  —  ach  Kg ;::•:  iee  heart,  lerodacing  most  a  erm-  ~  per  cridce  of  the  stomach  will  be  more  acted 
lug  commotion  in  that  organ  :    a  torrect  cf  high-       *°  yellow  re ver,  as    la    many  o tne r    disease-.    ;-::L  than  the  pyloric,  being   less  accustomed  to 

the  issue  is  decided  before  salivation  is   induced.  coatact   wlt>a  bile,  or    other  secretions  from    be- 
After  it  has  occurred,  the    most  v.ererous  consti-  iow      When  there  is  regurgitation  of  the  matter. 
pears  to  draw  in  all  the  fluids  of  the  body,  and  tation    i5   trequenfiy    uadermined   irremedia:.;     mattended    by   romifing,   marks  of  the  irritant 
;  ing- them  out.  as  long  as    strength   remains.       Daring  this  mercurial   state,    a   shock   given  aiav  be  found  at  that   sphincter  of  the  stomach 
ondergoes  :  sMgaraathm,  :r  irrecoverable  ex-  lo  the  system,  which,  under   any  other   circum- ;  onj"T. 

haostion.  Dark  : fee- 5. ve  ieections  follow  im-  stances,  weald  be  harmless,  may  here  prove  After  blood  has  been  drawn  in  the  commence-- 
mediatelY  an  emefico-cathartic.  (see  next  col-  tataI-  Exposure  to  coL.  strong  stimuli.  &c.  For-  meat  of  the  treatment,  if  pain  be  seated  in  anv 
umn  1.  20  b.)  but  are  delayed  when  simply  par-  Q^h  examples  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.  One  0f  tbe  viscera,  or  head,  or  along  the  spinal  cord". 
g2 rives  are  given,  until  change  of  structure,  and  °*  tne  immediate  and  striking  evils  ot  mercury ;  ^-e  should  again  resort  to  general  ble^  _-.  ro- 
approachofdissoiutioo.  ? _ occasionally  experienced,  irhen  simprj  a  glass  -   -;?j  rhere  is  snmcient  tension  of  the  pulse  to 

One  of  the  earliest  svmptcms  in  Yellow  fever.  ot  CQ^  water  succeeds  its  use.  The  effects  are.  warrant  it.  When  the  arterial  action  is  not  pre- 
bs  :;:-:?=  of  the  sorface.  especial! vof  the  limbs,  similar  to  those  produced  in  the  habitnal  inebri-  ternatnrallj  great,  we  should  trust  to  topical 
-    a  an  aching  sensatice.  as  if  fixed  in  the  mus-  a:e-  who-  when  exhausted  by  fatigue  in  the  heat  bleeding.   "  Rarelv    will    a   severe   case    occur. 

of  summer,  suddenly  swallows  a  large  portion  of  ^    which   this    method    mav   no:  be    practised 


z  e  5  :  r  : . : 


cold  water.     In    the    latter    case,  sudden    death  ^r^    most  signal  advantage 


Bleeding   should 


if  after  the  first  passages  have  been  dulv  clear. s- 
v  the  means  pointed  oat.  we  Bnd    pain  eon-  J*?  I     --^ecaase  the  vital  i  :e:i.:e-re  ~:r^  fc  jeferred  for  a  while  after  the  exhibition  of  the 
■     emg   in    the  head.  back,  or   viscera,  abstrac-  ^bihtated  i?an  in  the  former:    m  neither,  ma]    :,.;-.r:;:. 

tioo  of  blood  is  called  for.     Blood   cannot  with  the  natural  taQCtl0n3  reTlve-  Inflamed  appearance  of  the  eyes,  shows  want 

propriety  be  taken  away,  before  evacuation  of  A  person  of  temperate  habits  and  good  con-  of  tone  in  the  extreme  vessels,  such  as  often 
\i  alimentary  canal:  every  symptom  dema-  .-  •  e  rioa.  was  attacked  in  the  afternoon  with  an  warns  as  of  approach  of  hemorrhage.  We  have 
i  ■  the  lancet  may  previoi;;  ;  exist  yet  after  this  incessant  vomiting,  together  with  all  the  usual  known  venesection  proposed  to  meet  this  symp- 
-  euation.  theyvanisi:.  and  so  immediate  pros-  svmptcms  of  yellow  fever  in  a  malignant  form.  torn,  when  it  was  evident,  that  the  inner  or  ont- 
tration  ensues,  that  ^e  feel  ser.sied  a  recovery  In  the  morniag  he  took  a  dese  if  zalomel  and  er  part  of  the  conjunctiva  was  injected,  as  the 
coald  c::  ii^~e  been  looked  for.  had  blood  bee-  jalap,  which  had  not  operated  when  we  visited  internal  or  external  canihus  happened  to  be  next 
abstracted.  When  the  symptoms  enumerated  are  him  at  noon.  We  found  him  with  a  hot  dry  the  pillow;  the  blood  simply  settling.  Here.^ 
present,  after,  horough  porgafioa,  if  the  patient  skin,  pulse  somewhat  oppressed:  the  tongue  cov-  unassisted  nature  is  impotent:  the  resources  ot 
^a    stand  withont   fatigce.  he    should   be    tie-i  ere i  in  the  centre  with  a  thin  white  film  ;    eyes  the  vis  medicatrix  are  paralyzed. 

ere::     Btherwise,  seated  ;    in  either  sitoation,  in  ir-;e:"ei.  ::..    ad  floating  in   tears:    respiratioe  ^^v^     "  ^ 

a  large  stream,  until  that  stale  of  the  pulse  and  harried  ;  the  general  appearance  lethargic.    He       J-  -'L  F-  Jan-  -d-  ha?  P3.10  in  his    lctL  ?ide-  de" 

countenance  is'  observed-  indicating  cue:  ii.  :cai-  was  ordered   an   emetico-catbartic,  consisting  :i     --'"  :  ha?  had  no  stool  since  24th  inst;   takes 

lv  eei:quium  is  faking  place.     He   should   thenjipecacuaQL-.    emetic   tartar,   and   calcmel.  the  mbmnr.  of  inerenry  grs.  x,  at  5,  P.  BL  and  a  bfis- 

be  gently  ref  e:ei  in  bed,  and  kept  quiet,  all  at-;combia-  :i  :i    which    we    usuallv   prefer.     After  ter.     SOth.  9  1-2.  A.  M.  clyster  ol  a  pint  ot  warm 

teaapls  :":  hasten  i is  revival  forbidden      :  iring  half  an  boor,  without  appearing  to   make    any  water.     5.  P.  31.  a  gill  ot  infusion  of  senna.     9, 

a  s  relaxation,  the  ei^::?e:  resse .;  ere:  ;  them-   considerable  effort,  be   threw  ap   a   large   ftag-l P- M.  has  had  a  stool,  moist  skin ;  a   blister   to 

selves,  and  most  de:  led  advantage    -  gai  ted  menf  ::".:'   .  imbed  led  in  some  tenacioos  matter     tdc  -e^k.     31st.  iJ.  P.  M.  takes  a  gall  ot  intusion 

■ie  i  r.e.i  er  pasture,  lose  :.  1.    z.  ofblcod  in  a  few  m'mntes    more,  a  similar    ejection.     He   sfseOTia,  gruel  of  oatmeal     Feb.  1,  4,  P.  M.  take* 

-  ii  indoce  fainting  sooner  than  three  times  that:  lav   quiet   an   hour,  apparently  much    relieved.      -       :;  — asion  ot  senna,  with  1-2  oz.  sp.  turp. ; 

qua-  aen  a  patienf  i.es  in  bed."— R ,;-.  hen  an  ei     .        ea'per  anum'took  place,  near-  %  p-  M-  do-     ~D(L  l'J-  A-  ■■  ha5  ha,d  tw0  st°ols  '> 

When  the  poke  continues  steadilv  tense  after  I  v  as  dark  as  ink.  astonisbinglj  large  in  quaa:i:r.  Ms  delirium  has  subsided,  he  has  slept  3   hours. 

the  evacuations  we  have  premised,  tl bongb  there  escessivelj   fel  ],  unattended  with    effort,   as  "if  (he  has  not  slept   before    these    3   days)  takes 

be  no  pain,  still  we  w    .  .     ike    away  blood    to  acted  en  by  gravity  alone.     The  breathing    be-  muttoo-broth  ;  9,  P.  >L  has  a  stool.     3d,    3  1-2. 

Bk  exto  e:  already  propose         -    .     j  &e  :      i-  came  slow  "and  easy,  the  eyes  lost  mach  of  their  f  >L  ta^e3  =ubmar.  of  mercury,   grs.  vu     5th. 

viesofthebowelsbenotcarr.ee  \::   enectaal'y.:dall   inflamed  appearance,  the  heat  and  dryness M  well. 

ii  which  we    :e  ten  e.ae    by  the    appearance  of  of  the  surface  were  diminished,  headach  and  pain  "1'w> 

the  dejections,  small  portions  ofsobmur.  of  mer-.  of  the  loins  were  no  longer  complained  of. —  *****.  convalescent  from  delirium  consequent 
sarj  may  be  ordered  at  si.--:  eervals  until  the  |  Though  previously  indifferent  to  surrounding  to  intemperance  in  strong  drink,  privately  eat  a 
cleansing  be  completed.  If  some  .  .;•  more  i-  -':  --  - ,  he  now  surveyed  the  apartment  as  one  quantity  of  hard,  indigestible  bread,  and  drank 
reqnired.  sulphate  of  magnesia  alone,  or  with  just  awoke  from  profound  sleep.  By  continuing  freely  of  water;  soon  complained  of  hi;  i  mach, 
■nagnej-ia.  or  senna,  may  be  given  in  small  doses  catharsis  a  few  hoars  longer,  and  sponging  the  became  delirious.  An  emetic  emptied  his  stoa- 
-ajtersaulj  with  sub-muriate,    Purgation   tij:  ariace  with  tepid   water,  the   disease  was  cut  ach.  he  shortly  became  rational. 
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Before  we  draw  conclusions  from  organic  dis- 
orders observed  in  dissections,  the  true  point  of 
departure  of  all  pathological  researches  is  to  try 
to  know  all  the  varieties  in  the  organs,  compati- 
ble with  integrity  of  their  function*.  Insanity 
does  not  seem  to  res:'.:  exclusively  from  the 
brain,  more  than  d.sorder  of  the  circulation  ex- 
clusively from  the  hear..  From  the  great  at- 
tention necessary  to  attain  pre  -  .  :  .-. 
and  the  eagerness  to  seem  to  have  the  verv  im- 


: we<  e  -.  vc.:e 


feel  pain  in  the  head  and  chest.     Their  features  i  ferocious,  cec 
•Are  crisped,  complexion  yellow,  tanned.     They  motions  menacing.  . 
seem  dr.".  lean,  decrepit.  mes  fury  is  sullen,  always:  followed  by  lassitude, 

Cote  is  very  doubtful.     The  disease    ends    jd   losa  of  strength.     It  ,;  ever  a  grievous  symptom 
demencc-.  mania,  generally  in  death,  after  scur-  ji  fever ;    it  sometimes   appears  in  hvsteria.  i   - 

slow  (ever,  or  convulsions.  Nervous  coosti-  drophobia.  drunkenness,  after  as 
tution.  imagination  easily  exalted,  ignorance,  fee-  all  forms  of  insanity.  After  a  tt  a 
bleness.  pusillanimity  of  mind,  seem  to  predis- 1  insane  people  often  become  mon 
pose  to  it;  as  does  inquietafe.  f-  ir  of  the  dis- i-onable  than  before  it  It  is  oft 
•ase.  specially  when  religions  ideas  occupy  the  hemorrhage,  apoplexy,  pals; 


:::.a    =zi 
r.     ~:~z- 


:m.  :n 


perfect  thing  called  knowledge,  the  medical   ty-j public     It  follows  hysteria,  combined  with   re-  :      -  not  to  be  exj 


ro  readily  satisfies  himself  of  the  probable  seat  ligioos  monomania, 
of  a  fatal  disease  :    he  anatomizes  the    suspected  people. 
part  of  the  victim,  finds  there  enough  apparent-l 
ly  to  account  for  the  symptoms,  and  to  shew  the 
t  of  the  difficulty  !     Pathological  researches 
confined  to  one  organ,  form  too    imperfect    con- 
tributions to  knowledge,  to  furnish  ground  of  in- 
duction. 

It  is  remarkable  and  lamen'able  that  most  c: 
the  oxaminations  of  the  dead  bodies  of  insane 
people,  have  been  confined  to  the  brain.  Dr. 
Prichard  relates  a  case  of  epilepsv.  in  which  the 


I:   ;eid:m 


appears   in   old 


HAiLrcrxATiox — an  idea  re-prodoced  by  mem- 
ory, associated  and  embodied  by  imagination. 

Fl  e  sufferer  has  conviction  of  a  sensation  per- 
ceive:, when  no  external  object,  capable  of  pro- 
ag  it,  is  within  reach  of  bis  senses.  Hallu- 
cination of  vision  is  most  frequent.     A  delirious 


ry  has  killed  any  of  his  inencs.    a 
sometimes  followed  by  incurable  de 
tinuous  fury  is  short,  quick  death  is 
Under  hallucination,  false  judgme 
sion  of  moral  affections,  sanguine, 
ions,  irritable  temperaments,  are  li 
tr.ea  --    ::  taar.  ^tttaen  :    :_e  r  fit  us: 


. :    ~  '■■' 

;:> 

ir.  fa- 
in e 


:  ite  : : " ":  : 
::.  k  :e-"  -.-- 
specially  bil- 
ible  to  fury : 

whese   hat: 


is  black  or  of  carrot-colour. — The  furious  should 


be  isolated. 

■ 


lung's  were  gorged  with  blood,  to  a  degree  which 
seemed  enough  to  cause  death  :  blood  was  ex: 
vasated  in  the  brain,  and  the  brain  lacerated. 


man,  perhaps  blind,  is  frightened  at  a  precipice. 

sees  serpents  ready  tc  -.evour  him.  sees  bees  com-'  Suicide — an  instantaneous  fit  of  despair,  im- 
ing  out  of  his  mouth,  heaven  open.  God  face  to  mediately  depending  almost  always  on  delirium 
face,  a  car  going  to  carry  himself  to  heaven:  he  of  the  passions,  or  some  form  of  insani:~ 


lopens  the   window,  and,  going' to  enter  the  car.      3Ianv  people  attempt  it,  without  apparent  con 
o  cause  death  :  h        -was  extra-  pnicipitates  nira5elf.     Another,  when  all   is  si-  scioosnoss  :    assert  thev  do  not  remember  wha 


i ;  : :  a :  e  s 

ent,  hears   thunder,  celestial    harmony,  voicf=.  they  have  done,  regret  its  consequences,  eager- 

••  Dissection  often  shews  the  effect  of  inflam-  -eeminglv  of  h is  friends    r  enemies,  from  above,  ly  embrace  means  of  restoration.     Most  people 


ganic  disease." — Hall  on  Diagnosis. — See  too  .Med. 


Jnt.  p.  67.  col.  3,  L  10  b. 


lory 

Two  women,  utterlv  deaf,  have  no  other  deliri- 


•uer  cf  the  imagination. 


cf 


:_  f :: 
tempt  seems  a  favourable  crisis  to  insanity;  then 


um  than  that  of  hearing  people,  with  whom  they]  they  have  a  horror  of  the  act,  and  seldom  re -at- 
dispute.     In  the  midst  of  the  most  general   de-  terr.pt  it. 

Hrium.  in  very  animated  conversation,  an  insane I     Whatever  motives  and  circumstances  lead  to 

person  stops  suddenly,  to  contemplate  the  object  suicide,  almost  always  :aey  ex;.:  tne  :  — ag.-.a:  :i 

^vhich  strikes  his  eye.  or  to  listen  to  and  answer  is  to  the  evils  of  life- or  the  advantages  of  deata, 

he   object  a  pure  wor-  per-  ns  he  thinks  he  hears.  All    passtrr.s    nave    tuetrtnry:    :ie:r  excels    cr 

One,  not  in  reach  of  an   odourous  body,  who  transient  delirium  sacr.:::^  every  thing. 
perhaps  lost  his  smell  before  his  sickness.  smeHsj      -  : :der  ?.  viaient.  nn::re5£ea  aauct.ra.  ;-e  :_r.:- 
-weetest  odours,  or  begs  you  s  to  remove  this  on-  Koosare  overthrown,  reasoo  obscured,  cuascioas* 
pleasant  smell.'     Another  thinks  he  is  swallow-fness  las:,  ae.itrnm  ex:s:s.     Terr:r    aa^es    a^vay 
ing  nectar,  ambrosia,  raw  meat,  earth,  grinding  the  thought  *l  Sight,  and  :nape.s  to  greater  mm- 


Erotosukia — excessive  love  for  a  real  cr  im- 
aginary object;  a  disord 
the  understanding. 

The  sufferer  vows  to 
ship,  often  secret,  executes  its  rders  with  puer- 
ile fidelity,  neither  desires  nor  thinks  of  favours 
from  it.  is  in  ecstacy  while  ccntempla:irg ;:;  per- 
fections, often  imaginary  :  in  despair  underits  ab- 
sence, his  countenance  is  deiected.  pale,  features 

altered,  he  loses  sleep  and  appetite,  is  restless,  a  rsen:c.  sulphur  inflames  his  mouth.  Some,  in  ger  than  that  w:.:j  excited  terror. 
passionate,  dreams,  has  night-mare:  is  drunk  :a  soft  bed,  feel  roughnesses,  points,  arms  wound-  love  takes  a  way  the  qualities  fitted  to  accom- 
with  joy  at  its  return.  Kis  muscular  activity  in-'ing  them  ;  think  they  are  carried  far  off.  holding  phsh  its  object.  Acts  done  in  the  hrst  bursts  :: 
creases,  is  convulsive:  hallucinations  are  most  i  things  they  have  not  Some  melancholic  and  a  vehement,  disorderly  passion,  are  considered, 
frequent  and  fantastic :  he  speaks  much.  a!w?.vs  -ailepti:  na  :p'.e.  a:  the  ragianing  cf  par-xjsaa».  .a  .=  •>-.  a::.e  ^-::l;_:  tree  ageu;y,  uuaer  ;r^i  = 
of  his  love:    neglect-,  flies  his  mends,  contemns  s. :~    heir  body,  which  they  think  some  one  hasjjsient  delirium. 

fortune,  and  social  decencies;  In  the  more  fatal; bruised.  Sometimes  hallucination  is  extended;  Suicide  from  excess  of  the  passions  is  frequent. 
forms  of  the  disease,  he  is  silent,  feverish,  bis  to  all  sensible  objects,  and  presents  a  ver«ahMity.= Sometimes  suicide  has  all  the  characters  of 
pulse  frequent,  strong,  convulsive,  at  sight  or.  ~r;i::  ti  ve  of  the  most  incoherent  discoui:;  and  an  act  of  reflection.  The  criminality  cf  a  sui- 
name  of  the  object.  icfs.  :   .f     ;;-:f    ::  ._.;  :  r:  ;-  -     :  ;^      :\  :  \  ie:  :: 

Greensickness,  onanism,  hysteria,  nymphoma-  The  sufferers  dream  while  nwake.  are  some-  it.  Physical  pain  concentres  the  attenticr.  .- 
nia,  satyriasis,  sometimes  follow  the  :i.-ease. —  (titles  conscious  they  are  delirious  or  dreami".  bates  ccnri^e.  destroys  reason.  He  whose  pain 
The  young-,  specially  girls,  of  nervous  temp":-  vet  :  :  r.::  disenr^e  their  minds,  do  not  wonder  knows  no  remission,  who  sees  no  end  to  I :ng, 
ament.  ardent  imagination,  self-love,  pleasure.  !at  their  ideas,  having  no  accessory  ideas  to  com-  cruel  disease,  after  having  supported  it  with  resign 
idleness,  bad  educatiou.  are  most  liable  to  it.  'pare  them  with.  They  tell  their  visions  in  a  n-.t  ion,  becomes  impatient,  calculates  the  pain 
This,  and  religious  melancholy,  are  specially  manner  which  Lei,-  :  full  conviction  only.  \  of  death  to  be  transient,  and  kills  himself. 
common  in  Italy,  and  among  women.  .•  I  saw  and  he.^rd.  as  distinctly  as  I  see  and  he   "        "--sons   pursued   bv  the  government,  prefer 

rr.-rv.-VANLi— superstitious  meknchclv:  a  va-  TOu/  re-0B  and  ^e  consequently,  the  senses jrolonlary  death  to  the'painf^  wcertamties   that 
rietv  of  religious  melancholy.  are  nothing  jseen,    to  await   them. 

Some,  under  it.  think  :    emselves  the   devil;       Al  lea;:  *?  ''V "" r£  ^       '   r 'v ":"  "  7  m°"      &««  ^°Ple  becorae   costi^  flatulent,  feel 

that  he  is  in  them,   pinches,  fc  ites,  tears,  burn-  ^niamacs.  hare  ballot  na-ons  :  at  nrst.  are  tran- 

.L  ,         i  -       .-  .    •  i.   i         i     stent,  confused:    thev  grow  permanent.  «r  cont- 

them  :    hear  him.   from  their  steraach.  bowe.s.     ^- «»»«■»»«=    -    »u^.  »««"  r*  "^  um  »         "* 

womb,  provoke  them  to  murder,  fires,  the  fvorsl   ^e:e  » sensations. 

obscenity  and  blasphemy,  threaten,  strike  them.j     Fcrt — the  most  vi  slent  passion,  consequent  to 

if  the}  do  not  obey  him.     They  converse  witt    *  andertng  of  the  mind  or  heart;   the   anger  of  p 

him.     Many,  in  prison,  assert  he  comes  to  them.;  delirium. 

in    form  of  a   he-goat,  satyr.  Mack   cat,  man. —       All  the  passions  have  their  fury. 

The.  paroxysm  breaks  out  "suddenly.  er  is  transported  beyond  himself!  by  love.  ;eal-  seems  perverse;  eyes  haggard.     1  bey  become 

They  like  to  be  alone,  walk  about  much,  do  ot:-..  i:  -■•-;.  f  v.  at  a:  is  it::,  endangered   honour,  mis-  It  houghtful,  absent,  pusillanimous,  lose  relish  ar: 

aot  sleep,  eat  little,  oftea  secretly,  are  costive.. err.     H'n  face  is  red  or  pale,  eyei  Lexy,  icck(  inter&s:  f:r  every  thing,  tw^  they  are  cegUcr- 


puns  of  heat  rise  from  their  bowels,  dull  pain, 
beating  and  numbness  in  the  head,  which  pre- 
vents them  from  thinking,  stricture  at  the  root 
of  the  nose,  hurried  respiration,  stricture,  pain, 
spasm  at  the  p.t  :.  the  stomach,  general  uneasi- 
aess.  na:re  at::  t  r.:;r-.- .r  than  acute  local  pain. 
suffer-  debility,  lassitude.     Somtimes   the  countenance 
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seem  conducive  to  suicide. 

M.  G died   in  Paris,  leaving-  7  children 

with  $  380,000,  which  they  preserved  and  in- 
creased, experienced  no  misiortune,  had  good 
health,  lived  honourably  and  respected  :  within 
30 — 40  years  they  had  all  killed  themselves.  A 
father,  son,  and  grand  son,  killed  themselves 
about  the  50th  year.  esquirol. 


ed,  despised  ;  are  impatient  if  desired  to  exercise,!  and  to  bear  life's  vicissitudes,  military  spirit 
rly  and  dread  the  importunity  to  which  the  dis- 
ease exposes  them  ;  despair  at  what  seems  to 
them  their  insurmountable  inefficience ;  the 
more,  if  their  occupations  have  been  habitual 
and  full.  They  praise  those  who  have  commit- 
ted suicide,  speak  of  death  with  eagerness  or  af- 
fected indifference,  complain  of  having  wanted 
favourable  opportunities. 

At  length,  they  cannot  be  divested  for  a  mo- 
ment of  the  idea  of  killing  themselves.  All 
iheir  thoughts  are  concentered  to  it  with  ut- 
most infatuation  and  obstinacy.  These  symp- 
toms disappear  and  re-appear  spontaneously. — 
The  sufferers  pass  months,  years,  in  internal 
painful  struggle,  irresolution,  combat  efforts 
against  the  desire  of  suicide,  deferring  execu- 
tion of  it  from  some  motive  or  other.  Of- 
ten they  carry  about  them  or  conceal  means 
of  destruction,  undetermined  as  to  the  time, 
place,  and  most  favourable  occasion  for  accom- 
plishing their  object.  Some  are  six  months  in 
this  state,  and  6  months   maniacal,  or  well. 

A  sudden  moral  affection,  remembrance,  indis- 
creet discourse,  reading,  has  revived  the  idea  of 
suicide  in  people  habitually  under  its  tyranny, 
till  then  tranquil  and  reasonable. 

I  have  seen  and  had  charge  of  more  than  400 
persons  who  had  attempted,  or  effected  suicide  : 
none  seemed  under  ennui ;  many  hated  life  ;  all 
had  definite  motives  of  real  or  imaginary  chagrin. 

I  have  questioned  many  hypochondriac  and 
melancholic  people,  all  of  whom  assured  me 
they  were  hurried  to  death  voluntarily,  and  as- 
pired with  delight  to  the  moment  of  ending  their 


days :  that  they  were  in  a  state,  physical  or  mo- 
ral, than  which  nothing  seemed  to  them  more 
horrible;  they  thought  it  must  be  eternal. 

Of  those  who  are  bent  on  suicide,  some  seem 
calm,  g^y,  promise  not  to  kill  themselves,  yet 
do  it  most  unexpectedly.  Some,  in  the  midst  of 
fortune,  grandeur,  apparently  of  pleasure  and 
reason,  having  put  their  affairs  in  order,  written 
correct  letters,  embraced  their  friends,  kill 
themselves.  But  many  people,  apparently  hap- 
py, are  racked  with  chagrin,  tormented  by  a 
thousand  passions. 

Of  1898  women  admitted  into  Salpc'triere  in 
6  years,  198,  before  or  after  admission,  attempt- 
ed suicide  ;  i.  e.  15 — 20  years  eld,  !6  ;  25  years, 
29  ;  30,  27  ;  55,  27  ;  40,  27  ;  45,  25 ;  50,  22.— 
49  by  suspension  and  strangulation,  48  by  absti- 
nence, 45  by  precipitation,  31  by  immersion. — 
42  attempted  it  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  58 
the  second  quarter,  61  the  third  quarter,  31  the 
fourth;  but  1  in  25  accomplished  the  object. 

Not  2-5  of  people  who  attempt  suicide,  accom- 
plish it.  The  proportion  of  suicide  of  men  to 
women,  is  3:1.  Strong  men,  of  sensibility  pro- 
portioned to  the  suddenness  of  impressions,  are 
liable  to  it;  also  bilious,  sanguine,  plethoric  peo- 
ple, specially  women,  who  usually  attempt  sui- 
cide during  menstruation,*  some  during  pregnan- 
cy ;  also  scrofulous,  apathetic  people.  Exam- 
ple, disdain  of  religion,  neglect  of  social  duties 

*  A  lady,  after  some  vexations,  had  suppression  of 
menstruation,  headach,  and  desire  to  ead  life  ;  after  4 
months,  she  left  home,  put  a  letter  on  her  desk  to  tell 
her  husband,  that,  wearied  of  trouble,  she  was  going  to 
drown  herself.  To  do  it,  she  went  4  miles,  that  her 
body  shoTjld  not  be  .found.  On  the  way,  menstruation 
took  place,  she  immediately  felt  herself  well,  went 
fcame  and  gave  ffeia  account  to  a  respectable  neighbour. 


A  publican,  aet.  51,  had  a  slight  fit  of  apoplexy, 
followed  by  hemiplegy.  He  was  bled,  his  bowels 
were  opened.  In  3  days  he  had  regained  some 
motion  of  the  side.  He  had  a  very  restless  night ; 
the  fourth  morning,  he  had  a  fit  of  1-2  an  hour, 
followed  by  complete  loss  of  motion  of  one  side, 
speech  much  impaired,  pulse  full,  countenance 
livid.  Ten  ounces  of  biood  were  drawn,  a  blis- 
ter put  between  the  shoulders,  and  an  active 
purge.  Evening,  countenance  hurried,  intellect 
confused,  much  tremourofhis  hands,  pulse  quick, 
unsteady  :  ext.  of  opium,  3  grs.  were  given,  and 
repeated  in  3  hours.  He  had  a  good  night,  con- 
fusion and  tremour  almost  gone,  his  palsied  hand 
could  wipe  his  face  with  a  handkerchief.  Next 
night  he  took  ext.  of  opium,  3  grs. ;  each  subse- 
quent night,  2  grs.  then  1  gr. ;  the  bowels  being 
kept  free.  Very  soon  he  regained  active  use  ot 
his  side.    » 

I  have  had  very  abundant  appearance  of  the 
usefulness  of  opium  in  palsy  with  painful  spasm. 


In  the  hospital  of  Brownlow-St.  London,  of  two 
wards  of  the  same  dimensions,  same  number  of 
patients,  and  in  exactly  similar  circumstances, 
mortality  was  greatest  in  the  upper  one. 

DR.  HUNTER. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS    IN    BOSTON,   ENDING    OG> 
TOBER  16,  FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE  RETURNS. 


Hospice,  de  la  Maternite ,  Paris. 
Continued  from  page  6. 

Each  female  pupil  makes  a  report  in  writing 
of  the  patients  under  her  care.  The  accuracy 
and  minuteness  of  some  of  these  reports,  pre- 
sented to  the  chief  physician,  during  his  visit, 
could  not  have  been  greater,  if  made  by  an  ex- 
perienced practitioner.  Each  report  contained 
the  state  of  the  patient,  taken  at  three  different 
periods  since  the  visit  of  the  day  before ;  the 
state  of  the  mind,  and  sensations  of  the  patient 
are  noticed,  as  well  as  the  pulse,  skin,  bowels 
medicines  administered,  and  their  effects,  &c. 
The  physician  made  his  observation  upon  any 
symptoms  that  appeared  to  have  been  omitted, 
or  stated  in  a  different  way  from  what  he  ex- 
pected. Besides  learning  the  anatomy  and  cir- 
culation of  the  fetus,  and  whatever  is  usually 
given  in  a  course  of  lectures,  these  female  stu- 
dents attend  the  dissection  of  persons  who  die  in 
the  hospital ;  they  are  also  instructed  in  the 
practice  of  phlebotomy  and  vaccination. 

Norwich,  Eng.  J.  cross. 

In  hospitals  which  have  several  stories,  cat. 
par.  mortality  is  greatest  in  the  upper  stories. — 
At  Ulm,  after  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,  it  was 
greatest  in  the  upper  floors,  the  4th,  specially 
round  the  door  which  opened  on  two  narrow 
stair  cases,  where  there  was  always  a  disagreea- 
ble ammonical  smell.  Here  were  550 — 700  pa- 
tients. At  Culm,  1807,  in  the  great  Prussian 
military  hospital,  typhus  and  dysentery  were 
yet  more  prevalent  than  in  the  hospital  of  Ulm  ; 
in  both  hospitals,  the  mortality  on  the  lower 
floor,  was  to  that  on  the  upper,  as  5  to  6. 

April,  1821.  L.  R.  villerme'. 

At  Newport,  R.  I.  in  1780,  7  churches  served 
as  temporary  hospitals;'  mortalitjr  was  greatest 
in  the  galleries. — Coste,  chief  physician  of  the  ho- 
tel of  invalids,  Paris. 


Oct. 

Disease 

Age 

10  Geo.  T.  Wheeler, 

Cholera 

13  mo- 

Bathsheba  Campbell, 

Accidental 

74 

11  Nancy  Adams, 

Cholera 

2 

Sarah  Blaisdell, 

u 

15  daya 

.-  .   ..  Whitin™ 

Still-bora 

(A 

Vose, 

Susan  Williams, 

Debility 

37 

Ruth  Wells, 

Consumption 

62 

Nathan  P.  Thompson, 

Dropsy  of  the  head          3 

Joanna  Flinn, 

Consumption 

33 

Mary  S.  Dexter, 

Cholera  infantum 

30  mo. 

James  Wheeler, 

Old  age 

80 

12  Hannah  A.  Wells, 

Croup 

30  mo. 

Adam  Steward,  jr. 

Quincy 

12  mo. 

Mary  Barnard, 

Consumption 

33 

Smith, 

Stillborn 

Lucy  Gallion, 

Consumption 

43 

Bethiel  Kemp, 

46 

Julia  Clapp, 

Lung  fever 

20  mo. 

Luther  Jones, 

Davis, 

Stillborn 

Maria  Poenct, 

John  D.  Webster,    . 

13  John  F.  Johnson, 

Consumption 

4 

James  Peters, 

Infantile 

7  mo. 

John  Andrews, 

26 

14  William  T.  Collins, 

Inflam.  of  lungs 

15  mo. 

Joseph  Blaney, 

Gravel 

58 

James  O.  Henis, 

2  mo. 

15  Samuel  F.  Read, 

Dysentery 

15  mo. 

Mary  Joses 

Hannah  Hawkes, 

Silva  Allen, 

Intemperance 

46 

Thomas  Haverlin, 

Accidental 

17 

John  Hatchrnan, 

Consumption 

37 

Lydia  Copeland, 

Cancer 

41 

16  Ma^gy  Miller, 

Inflammation  of  liver 

Elizabeth  Hill, 

Dropsy 

4 

Hager, 

Stillborn 

John  McLean, 

Gout 

64 

ED.  JURISPRUDENCE,  by  T.  R.  Beck,  M.  D. 
Prof.  Inst.  Med.  and  Lecturer  on  Medical  Juris- 
prudence in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
the  western  District  of  the  State  of  N.  Y.  two  vols,  oc- 
tavo, Sept.  1823,  for  sale  at  Cummings,  Hilliard,  (SiCo.1* 
No.  1,  Cornhill,  Boston.     Price  dols.  4,50. 

CosTE?fTS. — Feigned  diseases  :  Disqualifying  dis- 
eases ;  Impotence  and  Sterility  ;  Doubtful  sex  ;  Rape  ; 
Pregnancy  :  Delivery  ;  Infanticide  ;  Legitimacy  ;  Pre- 
sumption of  Survivorship  :  Age  and  Identity  ;  Mental 
alienation  ;  People  found  dead ;  Wounds  of  the  body  ; 
Poisons. 

Dr.  B.  designs,  at  no  distant  period,  to  publish,  a 
treatise  on  Medical  Police  ;  the  materials  are  collected. 


OCT.  A.  MARCH  will  commence  his  course  of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in  Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
18th.  Introductory  lecture, ''•  on  the  best  method  to 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science."  Tickets 
10  dolls. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER: 
Edited  by  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  m.  d. — Published  weekly 
by  John  Cotton,  Proprietor,  (to  whom  all  Communi- 
cations must  be  directed,  p»st-paid)  at  two  dollars  a 
year,  payable  in  advance,  for  six  months  or  a  year. — 
Subscriptions  received  at  his  Office,  No.  47,  Marlboro'- 
Street,  corner  of  Franklin-Street,  or  at  the  Bookstore^ 
same  No.  

PRINTING,   IN  ALL    ITS    VARIOUS    BRANCHES,  NEATUT 
EXECUTED   AS   ABOVE, 


BOSTON 


SUFFIOIT  SI  ttUID  FIAT    INTEIXIGAMUS,    ETSI  UUO  MODO  FIAT  ICNORF.MUS. CICBRO. 


OL. 


1. 


TUESDAY,     OCTOBER  28,    1323. 


No.  24. 


luiumnal  Diseases  of  1  823,  in  Jefferson  Co.  A*.  Y-\'lnS-,  oppression  at  the  chest.     Bleeding'  general- [pari  ;  a  quantity  of  pus  was  discharged  ;  I  extract 


Our  summer  aud  autumn  have  been  uncommon- 
ly dry  and  warm,  the  winds  principally  from  the 
iouth  and  west.  There  was  an  unusual  prolong- 
ation of  summer  heat.  The  autumnal  season, 
in  this  climate,  generally  brings  with  it  an  aug- 
mentation of  disease.  Among  the  more  obvious 
causes  of  this,  were  decreased  energy  of  the  con- 
stitution, induced  by  the  heat  of  summer,  sudden 
reduction  of  heat,  exposure  to  night  air,  going 
into  water,  east  wind  and  storm  of  rain  on  the 
first  days  of  Aug.  and  Sept.  In  the  summer,  the 
air  was  loaded  with  noxious  miasmata,  from 
large  forests  filled  with  decaying  timber  and  oth- 
er vegetable  substance. 

Around  our  bays  on  Lake  Ontario  and  the  St. 
Lawrence,  the  settlements  that  formerly  were 
afflicted  with  intermittent  fever,  this  season,  suf- 
fered with  bilious  remittents,  dysentery,  diar- 
rhoea, and  dyspepsia.jwith  most  of  its  consequen- 
ces. Cholera  was  frequent  in  the  last  of  July 
and  first  of  Aug.  but  disappeared  after  the  hot 
days.  In  children,  dysentery  and  diarrhoea  had 
a  proneness  to  become  chronic.  This  was  uni- 
versally the  case  where  but  little  physic  was 
given,  where  antimonials  in  the  first  stages,  and 
the  various  means  to  produce  perspiration  were 
persevered  in. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  these  affections  were 
without  preternatural  increase  of  biliary  secre- 
tion, and  often  seemed  owing  principally  to  want 
of  tone  in  the  intestines,  or  to  continued  inflam- 
mation in  the  mucous  membrane.  There  was 
great  degree  of  debility  at  the  commencement 
of  these  affections. 

In  a  very  few  instances  of  fever,  there  was 
strong  tendency  to  malignancy  or  putridity,  from 
the  commencement.  If  these  symptoms  appear- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  disease,  they  indicated 
that  cathartics  and  blood  letting,  in  the  first 
9tages,  had  been  excessively  used.  A  few  cases 
were  attended,  from  the  commencement,  with 
anxious  and  difficult  respiration,  hot  and  offen- 
sive breath,  brown  and  dry  tongue,  skin  pun- 
gently  hot,  violent  pain  in  the  head,  confused 
ideas,  or  stupor. 

Pure  remittent  fever,  sub-inflammatory,  or 
bilious,  was  most  prevalent.  It  was  benefited 
by  one  or  more  bleedings,  and  drastic  cathartics, 
julap  and  calomel.  In  all  cases,  much  depletion 
proved  injurious  ;  in  some,  fatal.  Emetics  of  an- 
timony, and  saline  cathartics,  occasionally  after 
the  third  or  fourth  day  of  disease,  proved  salu- 
tary. Bleeding  during1  increased  heat,  and  arte- 
rial action,  was  attended  generally  by  unhappy 
results.  When  inflammation  and  Overran  high, 
to  reduce  the  patient  in  a  degree  equal  to  what 
may  then  seem  requisite,  will  often  prove  too 
much,  after  the  excitement  hfifl  ceased. 

In  many  cases,  the  fever  was  gradual,  insidi- 
ous, slight,  d-s^uised  in  approach,  slow  in  pro- 
gress. It  was  generally  characterized  by  lan- 
guor and  coldness  in  the  morning  and  forenoon, 
dejection,  debility,  hest,  dry  skin,  pain  in  the 
head,  sometimes  in  the  sides  or  whole  body, 
restlessness,  want  of  sleep,  cougb,  difficult  breath- 


y  aggravated  the  patient;  great  lassitude  fol-j 
lowed.  Copious  bleeding  was  general iy  follow- 
ed by  death. 

Laxatives,  antimonials,  diaphoretics,  blisters. 
when  there  was  pain  and  distress  in  the  chcsl, 
sponging  with  cold  water,  in  the  inflammatory 
-tage ;  tonics  and  cordials  as  soon  as  the  action 
was  sufficiently  diminished  to  justify  their  use, 
ippeared  the  most  successful  treatment.  Too 
early  use  of  stimulants  or  tonics,  always  aggra- 
vated the  disease,  and  produced  stricture  in  the 
chest. 

Sept.  produced  a  few  cases  of  milder  remit- 
tent fever.  On  invasion  of  the  complaint,  an 
emetic,  followed  by  a  warm  sodorific,  and  in  a 
few  hours  by  a  proper  aperient,  had  the  effect 
to  disarm  the  disease  of  its  seventy,  and  in  some 
instances  totally  extinguish  it. 


Brain  pierced  by  a  musket-hall. 

At  the  attack  on  Sacket's  harbour,  May,  1813, 
a  dragoon  was  wounded  in  the  head, -by  a  mus- 
ket-ball. The  horse,  with  his  rider,  who  was 
probably  delirious,  went  at  full  speed  to  Brown's 
Hill,  8  miles  off,  was  stopped,  and  the  soldier 
taken  from  him,  covered  with  blood,  and  put  on 
a  bed.  Some  physicians  of  the  village  found  a 
ball  had  entered  behind  the  right  ear,  near  the 
mastoid  process,  into  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
head.  The  fifth  day  after,  I  saw  him  ;  he  had 
been  insensible  ;  his  head  and  face  were  much 
swollen,  left  eye  much  enlarged  and  inflamed, 
its  vessels  turgid. 

Passing  my  finger  and  probe,  I  found  the  ball 
had  taken  a  direction  to  the  left  antrum.  I  laid 
open  arid  off  the  integuments  and  muscles  over 
the  maxillar  bone,  found  a  fissure,  introduced 
the  point  of  an  elevator,  broke  up  a  portion  of 
bone,  and  exposed  the  antrum  ;  in  contact  with 
the  raised  bone,  was  found  the  ball.  On  remov- 
ing it,  a  quantity  of  coagulated  blood  and  matter 
followed.  Simple  dressings  were  daily  applied; 
inflammation  was  obviated  by  blood  letting,  and 
cgthartics.  Discharge  of  matter  and  small  por- 
tions of  bone  continued  from  the  wound  for  two 
months  ;  sensibility  was  restored  in  about  20  days. 
He  joined  his  company  at  Buffalo,  the  spring 
following,  in  good  health,  a.  trowbridge,  m.  d. 
Watertown,  Jeff.  Co.  JSr.  Y.  Oct.  16. 

A  soldier  of  the  18th  demi-brigade  received  a 
ball  on  his  head  at  the  first  revolt  of  Cairo, 
which,  after  having  penetrated  the  frontal  bone 
at  its  middle,  near  the  frontal  sinus,  passed  ob- 
liquely behind,  between  the  cranium  and  the  du- 
ra mater,  and  along  the  longitudinal  sinus  to  the 
occipital  suture.  It  produced  all  the  symptoms 
of  compression.  The  patient  described  his  pain 
as  at  the  point  diametrically  opposite  to  that 
where  the  b$ll  entered. 

I  introduced  a  sound  of  gum  elastic  in  the 
hole  of  the  bone,  and  passed  it  with  ease  on  to 
the  ball,  which  I  knew  by  its  resistance  and  ir- 
regularity. I  measured  the  distance  with  the 
same  instrument,?and  determined  to  lay  bare  the 
part  of  the  cranium  corresponding  with  the  bul- 
let.    I  made  4  counter  opening  with  a  large  tre- 


ed the  ball,  which  depressed  the  dura  mater, 
and  compressed  the  brain.  The  cure  went  on 
well. 

In  the  campaign  in  Austria,  Peter  Auger,  a 
grenadier,  was  wounded  by  a  ball  in  the  right 
temple  ;  after  penetrating  the  skin  and  croto- 
pbite  muscle,  it  fractured  the  squamous  portion 
of  the  temporal  bone,  and  then  divided  into  two 
pieces,  one  of  which  penetrated  into  the  crani- 
um, the  other  buried  itself  under  the  temporal 
muscle. 

Symptoms  of  concussion  and  compression  of 
the  brain  came  on  the  same  time ;  I  lost  no  time 
in  dilating  the  wound,  which  could  not  be  done 
without  dividing  some  branches  of  the  temporal 
artery.  Having  secured  them,  I  laid  bare  all 
the  injured  portion  of  the  cranium.  I  scon  dis- 
covered one  piece  of  the  ball  in  the  muscle,  and 
easily  removed  it.  By  an  elevator,  I  raised  up^ 
a  large  scale  of  the  cranium ;  the  other  piece  of 
the  ball,  with  a  pair  of  dressing-forceps,  I  ex- 
tracted from  between  the  dura  mater  and  the 
skull.  Considerable  black  fluid  blood  was  dis- 
charged. Erom  this  time  the  symptoms  gradu- 
ally abated,  and  finally  disappeared  ;  the  wound 
continued  to  suppurate  several  days  ;  extensive 
exfoliation  of  the  circumference  of  the  wound 
took  place.  Cicatrix  of  the  soft  parts  was  soon 
completed ;  he  was  discharged  cured  before  the 
45th  day.  Pulsations  of  the  dura  mater  could 
still  be  felt  under  the  cicatrix. 

Louis  Vaute,  a  corporal  of  the   88th  demi- 
brigade  of  infantry,  during  the  siege   of  Alexan- 
dria, 1801,  received  a  ball   in    his   face,  which 
carried  away  the  greater  part  of  the  lower  jaw, 
and  three  fourths  of  the   superior.     A  dreadful 
wound  was  the  consequence,  with  a  loss  of  sub- 
stance in  the   lower  jaw,  from  the   second  right 
molar  tooth,  to  its  articulation  with  the  temporal 
bone.     The  cheek  bones  were    entirely  broken 
up,  the  bones   of  the   nose,  the    ethmoid    bone, 
all  the  osseous  portions  of  the  nasal   fosses,  and 
the  right  zygoma  :    the  right  eye  was  burst,  and 
soft  parts  corresponding  to  the  above  portions  of* 
bones  were  removed.     The  tongue  was  cut  half 
off  [p.  its  lateral  and  longitudinal  diameter.    The 
fauces  and  posterior  nares  were   entirely  uncov- 
ered.    The  destruction  of  large  flaps  of  the  in- 
teguments and  muscles  of  the  neck  and  left  cheek, 
had  denuded  the  jugular  vessels  and   the   articu- 
lar fosse  of  the  temporal  bone.     His  pulse  was 
scarcely  perceptible,  his  body    cold,  without  ap- 
parent motiou. 

He  had  taken  nothing  for  two  days;  my  first 
care  was  to  make  him  swallow,  through  an  oeso- 
phagus tube,  two  cups  of  broth,  and  a  little  wine. 
His  spirits  revived,  he  sat  up  without  assistance, 
and  made  signs.  I  washed  the  wound,  removed 
all  foreign  bodies,  cut  off  all  the  disorganized 
and  ragged  parts,  applied  the  ligature  on  all  the 
vessels  that  I  opened,  cooled  the  flaps,  restored 
them  to  their  situation,  fitted  them  to  each  oth- 
er as  closely  as  possible,  confined  them  by  several 
sutures,  re-united  the  separated  portion  of  the 
tongue  by  the  same  means,  covered  all  the  ex- 
cavation with  a  large  split  roller^  dipped  in  warm 
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wine,  applied  fine  lint-compresses  and  a  support- 
ing bandage. 

He  swallowed  every  third  hour  a  draught  of 
broth,  and  some  spoonfuls  of  good  wine,  by 
means  of  the  gum  elastic  tube,  fitted  to  a  funnel. 
The  dressings  were  frequently  renewed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  discharge  of  saliva  and  other 
fluids.  Laudable  suppuration  came  on,  the  es- 
chars sloughed  off,  the  edges  of  this  great  wound 
approached  each  other,  the  united  parts  soon  ad- 
hered; he  returned  to  France,  35  days  after  the 
accident;  his  wounds  finally  healed. 

After  having  been  supported  for  the  first  15 
days  by  means  of  the  tube,  he  swallowed  broth 
and  pap  with  a  sucking  bottle,  and  afterwards 
with  a  spoon.  He  finally  regained  his  health 
and  flesh.  He  may  be  seen  at  the  Hotel  for 
Invalids,  Paris.  He  can  speak  so  as  to  be  un- 
derstood, specially  when  this  large  opening  is 
covered  with  a  silver  mask. 

EMBALMING. 

The  progress  which  anatomy  and  chymistry 
have  made  since  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
has  advanced  the  art  of  embalming  to  the  high- 
est perfection.  I  have  seen  subjects  of  every 
age  in  different  anatomical  cabinets,  especially 
in  Germany,  prepared  without  bitumen,  so  as  to 
preserve  their  shape,  natural  attitude,  and  even 
their  colour.  So  I  prepared  the  body  of  Col. 
Morlan,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Austerlitz. — 
Though  it  has  been  exposed  to  air  and  mois- 
ture, it  is  in  perfect  preservation.  The  plan,  to 
me,  appears  preferable  to  that  of  the  Egyptians. 

If  the  person  have  died  of  a  chronic  disease 
and  marasmus,  provided  there  be  no  suspicion  of 
abscesses  in  the  organs,  if  putrefaction  have  not 
commenced,  they  may  be  reserved  in  their  res- 
pective cavities. 

Then  wash  the  body  with  fresh  water ;  clys- 
ters of  the  same  should  be  injected  into  the  large 
intestines;  their  contents  that  cannot  be  discharg- 
ed by  gravity,  or  pressure  on  the  abdomen,  must 
be  taken  up  with  an  empty  syringe.  The  sto- 
mach must  be  emptied  in  the  same  way.  It  will 
fee  proper  to  adapt  an  oesophagus-tube  to  the 
pipe  of  the  syringe,  which  may  be  introduced 
into  the  mouth  or  an  aperture  in  the  oesopha- 
gus. The  stomach  and  intestines  are  then  to  be 
filled  with  melted  bitumen,  the  orifices  to  be 
«losed  ;  cut  a  triangular  flap  from  the  anterior 
left  lateral  part  of  the  thorax,  opposite  the  curve 
©f  the  aorta ;  cut  one  or  two  of  the  cartilages 
that  cover  the  artery,  in  it  fix  the  pipe  of  a  syr- 
inge, through  which  force  a  fine  red  injection, 
to  fill  the  capillary  vessels.  A  second,  coarser 
injection  is  to  be  made,  to  fill  the  arteries  and 
their  ramifications  ;  a  third  for  the  venous  sys- 
tem, to  be  thrown  in  by  the  crural  veins  :  the 
body  will  be  suffered  to  cool,  and  the  injections 
to  harden.  Apply  the  crown  of  a  large  trepan 
at  the  union  of  the  sagittal  and  occipital  sutures. 
With  a  blunt  hook  remove  the  brain  and  cere- 
bellum, and  inject  cold  water,  which  soon  dis- 
solves the  brain. 

If  the  subject  be  corpulent  or  fleshy,  and  have 
died  of  malignant  disease,  during  a  warm  season, 
the  intestines  must  be  extracted  by  a  semilunar 
incision  through  the  right  side,  towards  the  lum- 
bar region :  then  detach  the  intestines,  stomach, 
liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys  ;  cut  out  the  diaphragm 
hy  a  circular  incision,  then  the  mediastinum,  the 


trachea  and  oesophagus  at  their  entrance  into 
the  thorax,  and  remove  the  lungs  and  heart 
without  injury :  the  latter  should  be  preserved 
separate.  Sponge  out  these  cavities,  and  put 
hyper-oxygenated  muriate  of  mercury  on  their 
parietes:  fill  them  with  horse-hair  washed  and 
dried.  Give  the  abdomen  its  shape,  and  unite 
the  two  edges  of  the  incision  by  suture.  Plunge 
the  body  into  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  strong- 
est solution  of  hyper-oxygenate  J  mercury  :  leave 
it  in  this  liquor  from  90  to  100  days  :  when  it  be- 
comes completely  saturated  with  this  solution, 
place  it  on  a  hurdle,  and  submit  it  to  a  gradual 
heat  in  a  dry  and  airy  place.  As  the  parts  dry, 
give  them  their  natural  shape  and  attitude.  In- 
troduce eyes  of  enamel;  cover  the  body  with 
light-coloured  varnish,  that  gives  the  skin  an  ap- 
pearance of  freshness  and  animation.  Put  the 
body  under  glass,  or  in  a  coffin;  it  may  be  pre- 
served many  thousand  years.  d.  j.  laiiuey. 
Paris. 


POLICE  OF  MANUFACTURES. 

The  air  of*  populous  places  is  a  compound  as- 
semblage of  all  matters  become  fluid  or  volatile, 
under  influence  of  heat;  of  effluvia  exhaled  from 
odoriferous  and  other  bodies,  which  the  air  sur- 
rounds, penetrates  and  dissolves  ;  of  vapours  and 
elastic  fluids,  constantly  produced  by  decomposi- 
tion and  new  combinations  ;  of  smoke,  and  all 
sorts  of  dust.  What  application  can  be  made, 
of  our  physiological  calculations  on  the  constit- 
uent principles  of  the  air,  to  a  manufacturing 
town,  the  atmosphere,  inhabitants,  and  houses  of 
which,  are  constantly  impregnated  with  coal- 
smoke,  and  with  volatile  particles  of  iron,  cop- 
per, &.c.  ? 

The  amusements,  means  of  subsistence  and  of 
fortune  in  a  large  town,  guard  men  from  ennui 
and  monotomy  ;  here  food  is  better  than  in  the 
country,  and  under  the  habit  of  breathing  such 
an  air,  its  disadvantages  lessen  to  a   certain   de- 


gree. 


Do  we  know  the  limits  this  sort  of  nature's 
toleration  can  have  ?  Is  it  prudent  to  trust  to  it 
entirely,  to  continue  to  surcharge  the  air  with 
immensity  of  foreign  substances,  which  may  be 
banished  fo  the  country,  where  the  body  of  pure 
air  is  greater,  and  oftener  renewed? 

Till  manufacturing  interests  acquired  great  in- 
fluence, unpleasant  odour  from  a  manufactory 
was  enough  to  expel  it  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  habitations.  Custom  has  passed  to  excess  of 
indulgence.  The  social  bonds  have  been  ready 
to  be  dissolved,  when  the  most  destructive  arts 
have  been  transferred  with  impunity  from  the 
country  or  suburbs  into  towns. 

It  is  often  said,  "  most  workmen  employed  in 
works  deemed  dangerous,  are  healthy."  Be- 
cause some  robust  men,  accustomed  to  a  vapour, 
breathe  it  without  danger,  we  must  not  con- 
clude others  can;  or  that  because  a  manufactur- 
er employs  some,  and  enriches  others,  it  may 
oblige  infirm  people  to  change  their  home,  or 
breathe  impure  air.  In  work-shops  we  gener- 
ally find  the  workmen  only  who  are  well.  To 
know  the  wounds  some  arts  and  manufactures 
inflict  on  health  and  population,  we  must  fre 
quent  hospitals,  dispensaries,  &.c. 

Most  workmen,  habitually  plunged  in  vapours 
from  tanneries,  manufactories  of  fiddle   and  vio- 
lin-strings,  of  glue,  spinneries   of  silk,   starch 
manufactories,  that  of  colours  from   vegetable 


lees  and  manure,  are  pale,  yellow,  subject  to 
diseases  of  debility  ;  their  neighbours  are  more 
so,  as  the  disadvantages  of  such  vapours  are  not 
lessened  to  them  by  habit.  Rubbish  of  raw 
skins  and  ditch-water,  are  particularly  danger" 
ous  when  the  skins  are  prepared  without  lime 
beiore  receiving  the  tan. 

Sugar-baking  consists  in  boiling  powdsred 
sugar  in  lime-water,  with  bullock's  blood, 
taking  off  the  scum,  filtering  the  liquor  two  or 
three  times,  aud  casting  it  in  moulds.  During 
these  operations,  a  great  quantity  of  very  vola- 
tile pyromucous  acid  is  exhaled,  which,  combin- 
ed with  the  vapour  from  the  mixture  of  lime, 
blood,  sugar  and  water,  much  heated,  produces 
an  odour  unwholesome  to  people  unaccustomed 
to  it.  When  I  enter  the  baking  and  stove  room, 
I  experience  headach  and  faintness.  Sugar- 
bake-houses  are  banished  from  Marseilles  and  its 
suburbs,  as  are 

Soap-houses,  one  of  the  principal  sources  of 
the  ancient  splendour  of  M.  They  first  dilute 
the  quicklime,  add  to  it  soda  and  other  alkalis, 
and  further  dilute  if  need  be  ;  the  water  is  thus 
reduced  to  a  vapour,  which  turns  green,  paper 
stained  with  mallows;  addition  of  soda  renews 
this  vapour,  and  disengages  it  of  fetid  lixivial 
odour.  During  the  preparation,  the  heat,  vola- 
tilizing a  part  of  the  oil  which  has  been  just  add- 
ed, communicates  to  the  whole  neighbouring  at- 
mosphere an  acrid  odour,  which  distresses  deli- 
cate lungs,  and  makes  them  cough.  Veined  and 
light-blue  soap  is  made  by  addition  of  soda  in 
small  quantity.  During  the  whole  preparation, 
unwholesome  sulphurated  hydrogen  gas  is  dis- 
engaged. It  is  worse  when  factitious  soda  is 
used  ;  it  contains  sulphur.  If  the  water  has  not 
free  flow  through  covered  canals,  its  volatiliza- 
tion is  attended  with  infection.  The  workmen 
have  a  wan  complexion,  are  very  subject  to  ob- 
struction ;  their  children  have  not  good  health, 
and  are  exposed  to  rickets  and  scrofula. 

People,  interested  in  mauufactures  of  sulphur 
allege,  as  proof  it  is  not  dangerous,  that  it  is  ad- 
ministered internally;  confounding  sulphur  with 
sulphurous  acid.  Analagous  remarks  are  made 
of  the  mineral  acids.  Enlightened  legislators 
are  not  the  dupes  of  such  gross  reasoning.  I 
asked  a  man,  employed  in  making  sulphuric 
acid,  if  the  vapour  did  not  make  him  cough  ;  he 
answered  coughing,  '  no  !' 

Sebacic  acid  is  very  volatile  ;  melted  tallow, 
which  furnishes  it,  exhales  an  odour  more  dan- 
gerous than  that  of  oil.  I  have  been  consulted 
by  many,  whom  candle-making  had  rendered 
asthmatic,  and  deprived  of  appetite.  In  1780, 
melting  of  tallow  was  forbidden  in  Ihe  city  of 
St.  Germain-en-Laye. 

The  neighbourhood  of  works  for  melting  metals 
is  dangerous,  from  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid 
gas  disengaged  every  instant  from  the  prodig- 
ious combustion  from  volatilization  of  most  of 
the  matters  used.  Lead,  copper,  mercury,  an- 
timony, arsenic,  pure  or  combined,  are  most  t« 
be  mistrusted;  also  pewter  and  cobalt,  on  ac- 
count of  arsenic  which  accompanies  them  almost 
always.  Iron,  being  almost  always,  in  its  ore, 
united  to  a  calcareous  carbonate,  and  sometimes 
mineralized  by  sulphur,  requiring  a  great  quan- 
tity of  carbon  for  its  fusion,  ought  not  to  be 
worked  in  great  quantities  near  dwellings,  on 
account  of  the  thick  smoke  rising  during  the 
process,  a  mixture  of  carbonic  acid  and  other 
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atmosphere.  Proximity  to  glass-houses  is  dan- 
gerous, when,  to  obtain  coloured  or  acromatic 
glass,  lead  is  used  in  melting. 

Lime-making  consists  in  decomposing  by  fire, 
calcareous  matters,  as  neutral  salts,  commonly 
calcareous  carbonates.  In  the  process,  carbon- 
ic acid  is  exhaled  in  gas,  mixed  with  water, 
which  constitutes  the  thick  smoke,  cessation  of 
which  announces  the  process  is  finished.  Apr. 
1806,  at  night,  a  family  of  several  persons  wassuf- 
focated,  near  Marseilles,  by  vapour  of  a  lime-kiln 
in  the  yard,  entering  by  the  door  and  windows  ; 
five  of  them  died.  All  tried  to  quit  the  house  ; 
some  were  found  on  the  steps  and  threshold. 

Powderers  of  plaster  often  have  difficulty  of 
breathing,  diseases  of  the  eyes  and  throat,  swell- 
ing of  the  stomach,  loss  of  appetite.  They  are 
almost  all  pale ;  they  do  not  live  long. 

Horses  in  tobacco  mills  are  subject  to  dizzi- 
ness, cough,  difficult  breathing ;  so  are  men  who 
work  on  tobacco.  I  have  seen  many  in  atrophy 
and  consumption  of  the  lungs. 

Sept.  1810,  the  Fr.  gov.  decreed  manufactures 
and  works  which  produce  unhealthful  or  incon 
venient  odour,  shall  not  be  established  without 
public  authority.  Among  establishments  forbid 
in  the  neighbourhoed  of  private  houses,  are  plas- 
ter and  lime-kilns,  morocco-works. 

Among  the  workmen  most  exposed  to  injury 
from  their  occupations,  are  sellers  and  grinders 
of  colours,  painters  in  oil  and  miniature,  plumb- 
ers, glaziers,  those  who  make  or  use  varnish, 
printers,  type-founders,  enchasers,  gold-smiths, 
gilders,  polishers,  stone-setters,  copper  and 
bronze-melters,  lock-smiths,  armourers,  tanners, 
assayers,  coiners,  chymists,  apothecaries,  clock 
and  watch-makers,  hatters,  turners,  potters,  card- 
makers.  F.  E.  FODE'RE'. 

DISORDERS  OF  THE  HIP-JOINT. 

Disorders  of  the  hip  joint  are  among  the 
most  tedious  within  the  province  of  surgery. 
Months  sometimes  pass  between  application  of 
the  '  cause,'  and  the  pain  or  inconvenience  :  symp- 
toms often  creep  on  so  insidiously,  as  to  induce 
false  security,  till  the  most  favourable  moment 
for  averting  evil  is  irrevocably  past. 

The  parts  are  badly  situaled  for  recovery 
from  effects  of  accidental  -violence.  Most  peo- 
ple are  averse  tosubmitto  tedious,  painful  meas- 
ures for  security,  while  they  might  serve,  when 
there  is  no  apparent  external  mischief.  They 
wait  the  issue  of  the  first  inflammation  ;  fatigued 
with  rest,  think  their  forbearance  has  done  won- 
ders ;  they  return  to  activity ;  new  mischief,  in- 
-flammation  &c.  follow. 

The  most  trivial  accident,  slightest  bruise, 
■over-fatigue,  least  cold,  which,  had  theie  been 
so  weak  point  in  the  constitution,  would  have 
excited  little  attention,  becomes  important. — 
^These  observations  apply  to 

The  ankle,  which,  considering  its  form,  as 
sustaining  the  weight  of  the  body,  seems  rather 
inadequately  supported.  In  weak  habits,  of  lax 
muscles  and  ligaments,  the  foot  is  sometimes 
overset  on  the  least  inequality  of  ground,  and 
the  ligaments  of  the  joint  straitened  or  lacerated, 
and  sometimes  fractured.  The  situation  of  the 
part  is  unfavourable  to  recovery.  Ligamentous 
parts  have  very  little  vitality,  and,  after  injury, 


of  called  into  action  before  recovery  ;  this  aggra- 
vates the  original  mischief,  which,  though  slow, 
is  generally  obstinate,  very  often  unmanageable. 

The  knee  is  not  unfrequently  affected  with  in- 
ternal disorder  of  its  parts.  It  seems  induced  by 
any  change  in  the  joint  which  prevents  the  dou- 
ble convex  end  of  the  thigh  bone  from  moving 
truly  or  equally  in  the  hollows  formed  by  the 
gristie,  &c.  on  the  top  of  the  bone  of  the  shin. 

***  ***,  playing  with  a  child,  made  consid- 
erable exertion,  in  stretching  herself  forward  and 
stooping  to  take  hold  of  the  child ;  while  she 
rested  on  one  leg,  brought  an  immediate  lame- 
ness in  it,  which  did  not  diminish  in  5  or  6  days. 
The  ligament  of  the  knee-pan  seemed  rather  re- 
laxed; she  could  not  perfectly  extend  the  leg, 
in  walking,  nor  bend  it ;  she  limped  much,  and 
walked  with  pain.  The  joint,  when  relaxed, 
was  moved  with  ease. 

I  put  her  on  a  high  seat ;  under  it  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  leg  from  being  pushed 
towards  the  back  of  the  thigh.  I  put  one  hand 
just  above  the  knee,  with  the  other  I  grasped 
the  leg,  and  thus  extended  the  joint.  During 
the  extenson,  I  suddenly  moved  the  leg  back  to 
as  acute  an  angle  with  the  thigh  as  possible. 
This  I  repeated  once :  then  she  immediately 
walked  without  lameness.  The  third  day  after, 
she  danced  at  a  ball,  without  inconvenience  or 
injury.  Two  ytars  after,  she  produced  the  same 
injury,  in  rising  hastily  from  bed.  In  a  week, 
the  same  treatment  was  used,  as  successfully.  It 
should  not  be  used  while  the  joint  is  inflamed  or 
swelled. 

A  boy's  knee  was  contused  and  sprained  in 
climbing  behind  a  moving  carriage;  the  wheel 
twisted  his  leg  severely.  I  saw  him  a  few  hours 
after.  The  joint  was  swelled,  very  painful.  I 
ordered  him  to  bed.  and  tried  to  prevent  inflam- 
mation. The  swelling  and  pain  soon  went  off: 
in  a  week,  he  could  move  about.  A  plaster 
was  put  round  the  joint,  he  was  permitted  to 
walk  out.  He  could  run  very  awkwardly.  In 
walking,  he  was  obliged  to  rest  on  the  toes,  and 
keep  the  knee  a  little  bent.  No  stiffness  appear- 
ed when  the  joint  was  moved  by  other  persons 
while  he  sat  down.  I  repeated  the  former  treat- 
ment 2  or  9  times.  He  could  immediately  walk 
naturally,  and  in  a  few  days  had  perfect  use  of 
the  limb. 


***  ***  contused  his  knee  by  a  fall  of  a 
horse  he  was  riding.  The  scarf-skin  was  abra- 
ded in  some  places  ;  the  knee  was  violently  pain- 
ed 1  1-2  hour,  swelled  and  discoloured.  In  a 
week,  the  swelling  subsided.  Soap-cerate  was 
put  round  the  knee,  he  was  permitted  to  walk  a 
little.  In  3  weeks  more,  he  could  walk  no  bet- 
ter ;  in  walking,  he  could  not  move  the  joint ;  I 
could  bend  and  extend  it  easily,  without  pain:  I 
did  so  rather  more  forcibly  than  in  the  former 
cases.  In  the  first  trial,  he  could  not  use  the 
joint  well.  After  a  few  minutes,  I  repeated  the 
operation  ;  he  immediately  could  walk  as  well 
as  usual,  except  he  felt  a  little  weakness  a  few 
days.  I  have  seen  several  more  cases  of  this 
disease  ;  the  symptoms  and  treatment  were  sim 
ilar.  wm.  het. 

Leeds.,  Eng* 


DISTINCTION  BETWEEN  ECCENTRICITY  AND  INSANITY. 

jpecsain  weak  so  longj  they  are  almost  always  xe-\Coriwmnicated  t&  the  ColUge  of  Physicians  by  the 


Registrar,  Dr.  Hue;  read  Dec.  16,  1819;  pub* 
lished  by  the  College,  1820.     London. 

Strange  habits  of  mind,  long  continued,  are 
followed  by  great  siugularity  or  eccentricity  of 
opinion  and  feeling,  even  in  healthy  minds.  It 
resembles  insanity  on  one  point ;  people  thus 
singular,  are  called  'mad,'  half  in  joke,  half  in 
earnest. 

We  may  brood  on  a  subject  till  we  lose  the 
power  of  seeing  it  in  a  right  point  of  view  ;  tell 
a  lie  till  we  believe  it.  An  opinion  produces  ef- 
fect according  to  its  truth,  and  the  frequency 
with  which  it  is  presented ;  it  gains  power  over 
an  individual,  totally  different  from  what  it  has 
over  people  less  frequently  impressed  by  it. 

Errors  of  eccentricity  result  from  habit  of  a 
great  part  of  life,  fabricated  almost  impercepti- 
bly. Errors  of  insanity  spring  up  suddenly.  The 
person  has  suffered  a  mental  agitation,  a  blow 
on  the  head,  has  lain  in,  is  recovering  from  a  fe- 
ver ;  becomes  confused,  hurried,  in  a  few  weeks 
or  days  has  the  wildest  and  absurdest  beliefs. 
The  two  sorts  of  errors  differ  much  in  nature 
and  origin  ;  there  is  the  same  difference  as  be- 
tween the  permanent  readiness  of  argument,  int- 
ager}r,  and  language,  the  result  of  study  and 
practice,  and  the  sudden,  temporary  gusts  of  eh* 
oquence  produced  by  wine. 

PUERPERAL  MANIA. 

A  lady,  during  her  first  labour,  was  seized 
with  puerperal  convulsions  ;  a  very  large  bleed- 
ing and  extraction  of  the  child  '  relieved  them.' 
After  a  few  days  she  became  maniacal.  She 
died  three  days  after  the  attack.  The  body  was 
examined  by  a  very  eminent  anatomist,;  no  ves- 
tige of  disease  was  discovered  in  the  brain  or 
elsewhere. 

A  lady,  3  months  after  confinement,  was  seiz- 
ed with  mania,  which,  after  several  weeks,  end- 
ed fatally.     The  body  was  not  examined. 

Mrs.  H.  N.  a;t.  26,  was  seized  with  mania,  a 
few  days  after  confinement  with  her  first  child, 
at  her  country  seat.  Her  illness  was  alarming 
and  long ;  she  recovered.  Becoming  pregnant 
again,  she  came  to  London  to  be  attended  by 
me  ;  had  a  short,  easy  labour,  nursed  her  child 
without  difficulty ;  for  10  days  was  free  from  dis- 
ease. At  this  time  a  fire  broke  out,  not  many 
doors  off.  In  the  evening,  as  she  was  standing 
at  the  window  of  her  bed-room,  something  on 
fire  fell  before  her ;  it  agitated  her  greatly-; 
when  I  saw  her,  a  few  hours  after,  her  pulse 
was  quick,  talk  hurried,  unnatural.  I  slept  in 
the  house ;  about  4,  A.  M.  she  sent  for  me,  told 
me  she  suspected  she  was  the  Virgin  Mary,  for 
a  bright  light  shone  about  her  temples.  Next 
day  she  was  so  violent  it  was  necessary  to  put 
her  under  care  of  an  experienced  nurse,  and 
occasionally  confine  her  with  a  strait  waistcoat 
Her  nights  were  very  sleepless;  I  scarcely  ever 
found  her  pulse  100  ;  it  was  soft ;  face  pale,  yel- 
low; eye  yellowish,  tongue  furred  ;  bowels  scarce- 
ly ever  acted  without  medicine.  Her  head  was 
shaved,  10  oz.  of  blood  taken  from  it  by  cup- 
ping-glass, without  manifest  benefit.  At  first 
she  occasionally  took  purgative  salts  and  senna, 
every  other  day.  Almost  3  weeks  from  com- 
mencement of  the  illness,  she  returned  to  the 
country,  well. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  after,  within  a  week 
of  confinement,  she  desired  me  to  visit  her  in 
the  country;  she  was  somewhat  out  of  health. 
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As  soon  as  I  eotered  the  room,  I  saw  she  was 
jaundiced :  a  surgeon  told  me  the  same  was  the 
ease  in  her  first  confinement,  when  he  attended 
her.  The  yellowness  of  her  complexion  and 
eye  was  much  deeper  than  in  her  illness  in  town ; 
her  tongue  was  furred,  stools  nearly  black,  urine 
high  coloured.  Suh-mur.  of  mercury ;  Pil. 
myrrh  and  aloes,  a  a  gr.  v,  m.  taken  daily, 
was  followed  hy  three  stools  daily.  Her  tongue 
became  clean  ;  the  yellowness  disappeared,  the 
stools  assumed  natural  appearance,  labour  came 
on  9  days  after.  Not  the  slightest  appearance 
of  her  former  disease  followed. — Robt.  Gooch, 
M.  D.  Physician  to  the  Westminster  and  London 
Lying-in  Hospitals,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

"WW  '     ■ 

DISEASE  OF  NEAT  CATTLE,  IN  BURTON,  N.  H. 

Read  before  the  JV.  H.  Med,  Soc.  1822,  by  J.  F. 
Dana,  M.  D.  Prof  Chym.  Mineral.  4"C  Dart- 
mouth College.     Mr. 

The  part  of  Burton,  in  which  the  disease  is 
most  prevalent,  is  surrounded  by  lofty  hills  and 
mountains ;  the  highest  part  of  which,  a  very 
elevated  point,  called  Corway-peak  Mount,  is  vis- 
ible from  a  great  extent  of  country.  The  pre- 
dominant rock  of  these  hills  is  granite,  in  which 
the  crystals  and  grains  of  feldspar,  are  very 
large  and  suffering  rapid  decomposition,  by  which 
the  whole  is  disintegrated  and  broken  down. — 
The  loose  stones  consist  principally  of  rolled 
masses  of  granite,  quartz,  feldspar,  and  some 
specimens  of  hornstone  ;  a  bed  of  bog  ore  of  iron 
is  found  here.  The  soil  of  B.  is  fertile,  a  sandy 
loam,  mixed  occasionally  with  coarse  gravel. 
The  usual  crops  raised  by  the  farmer  grow  as 
in  other  places  under  similar  manageriient. 

Young  neat  cattle  cannot  be  raised  there ; 
cows  and  oxen  cannot  be  kept,  a  number  of 
years,  free  from  a  singular,  fatal  disease.  Cat- 
tle are  more  liable  to  it  at  some  seasons  of  the 
year  than  others,  and  are  usually  attacked  by  it 
at  the  close  of  winter.  The  symptom  which 
marks  its  commencement  and  progress  is  loss  of 
appetite  ;  the  animals  refuse  hay,  grain  and  salt ; 
become  feeble,  much  emaciated  ;  obstinate  cos- 
tiveness  accompanies  the  disease  ;  the  abdomen 
becomes  one  third  smaller  than  in  health;  the 
abdominal  muscles  are  contracted  towards  the 
spine.  After  these  symptoms  have  continued 
an  indefinite  time,  a  brisk  scouring  comes  on, 
and  the  animals  speedily  die.  For  this  com- 
plaint, very  general  among  cattle  which  have 
remained  2  or  3  years  in  B.  no  remedv  has  been 
used  by  the  inhabitants  with  marked  benefit  and 
uniform  success;  the  cattle  recover  only  by 
"  driving  them  to  another  place. 

Cicuta  virosa,  water  hemlock,  was  found  bv 
Linnaeus  to  cause  a  disease  of  the  cattle  in  Nor- 
way, from  which  goats  and  swine  were  exempt- 
ed. This  plant  was  not  observed  in  B.  nor  any 
other  vegetable  discovered,  which  doee  not 
grow  in  other  places  in  the  same  latitude.  Hay 
produced  in  B.  causes  no  disease  in  cattle  kept 
on  it  in  the  neighbouring  towns;  hay  which  is 
brought  from  other  places  to  B.  does  not  appear 
to  prevent  the  complaint.  Hay  is  produced 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  cattle. 

No  sediment  or  incrustations  appear  on  the 
side  of  the  rivulets  or  springs  ;  the  water  is  trans- 
parent,*  colourless,    and  pleasant.      In   water 


*  It  is  a  common  remark  tnat  tie  waters  are  remark- 


from  a  brook,  to  which  the  cattle  have  free  ac- 
cess, tincture  of  soap  produced  cloudiness;  oxa- 
late of  ammonia  produced  slight  cloudiness;  ni- 
trate of  silver  produced  similar  effect.  No 
change  occurred  on  addition  of  Barytic  water, 
solution  of  Prussiate  of  potash,  tincture  of  galls, 
or -of  turmeric.  It  follows,  that  the  water,  un- 
like most  brooks,  is  hard,  and  contains  a  salt. — 
From  the  action  of  oxalate  of  ammonia,  we  infer 
existence  of  lime  ;  nitrate  of  silver  proves  the 
existence  of  muriatic  acid  ;  the  water  is  then  a 
weak  solution  of  muriate  of  lime.  Water  from 
11  other  places,  remote  from  each  other  and 
from  the  brook,  was  examined  ;  the  same  effects 
were  produced,  usually  greater,  from  wells  than 
other  sources.  Two  wells  afforded  abundant 
precipitates  with  oxalate  of  ammonia  and  nitrate 
of  silver.  The  only  beast  under  the  disease 
while  I  was  at  B.  drank  daily  from  one  of  these 
welis. 

Muriate  of  lime,  like  other  saline  medicine, 
acts  more  powerfully  on  the  general  system  in 
small  doses,  largely  diluted,  than  in  greater  quan- 
tities more  concentrated.  In  some  diseases  of 
the  glands,  when  first  administered,  it  improves 
the  appetite  and  strength.  Cattle  previously 
thin  and  emaciated,  speedily  become  fat,  and  ap- 
pear better  than  cattle  ordinarily  do,  the  first 
season  they  are  pastured  in  B. 

Horses  and  swine  have  never  been  attacked  by 
it;  horses  do  not  remain  long  at  home,  are  con- 
tinually absent  on  journies,  probably  drink  as 
much  from  other  sources  as  from  the  wells  and 
springs  on  the  farm  to  which  they  belong.  Hogs 
take  but  small  quantities  of  water;  from  their 
mixed,  heterogeneous  food,  they  Irequently  take 
such  saline  substances  as  counteract  muriate  of 
lime. 

In  winter,  cattle  usually  receive  water  from 
wells,  which  are  most  strongly  impregnated; 
then  springs  are  generally  low,  consequently 
contain  more  saline  matter ;  nor  does  the  food  in 
winter  tend  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  wa- 
ter, by  keeping  the  bowels  lax,  as  in  summer 
and  spring.  Some  people  have,  several  years 
past,  given  their  cattle  during  the  winter,  a  mud, 
they  affirm,  with  benefit,  found  on  a  meadow, 
collected  in  the  summer,  made  into  bulls  as  large 
as  a  potato,  and  forced  down  the  throat;  by  it, 
the  bowels  are  kept  lax.  Where  the  mud  is 
procured,  a  spriug  issues ;  the  water  brings  with 
it  a  greyish  white  matter,  deposited  in  the  rill 
leading  from  the  spring,  which  is  the  matter  in 
question.  After  being  heated  to  redness,  it  be- 
comes snow  white  ;  digested  in  an  acid,  a  slight 
effervescence  occurs,  a  portion  is  dissolved,  the 
remainder  has  the  character  of  fine  white  sili- 
ciou9  sand  ;  the  portion  dissolved  in  the  acid,  is 
carbonate  of  lime. 

The  only  cow  which  was  ever  raised  in  B. 
and  escaped  the  disease,  wa«  in  the  habit  of 
frequently  drinking  soap-suds,  constantly  left 
for  her  use  after  family-washings.  A  person 
who  formerly  lived  in  B.  brought  water  from  a 
spring,  distant  from  his  house,  for  his  cattle  ; 
they  thrived  much  more,  and  with  greater  cer- 
tainty escaped  the  disease.  This  water  gave  in- 
dications of  containing  very  small  quantities  of 
muriate  of  lime  ;  much  less  than  any  other  water 
submitted  to  examination. 


,  negress,  has  had  no  stool  these    nine 

days,  has  head-ach.  Feb.  23.  At  noon  takes  g  iss 
of  sulphate  of  soda,  with  tartrite  of  antimony, 
gr.  1,  in  a  gill  of  water.  9,  P.  M.  has  had  a 
small  stool;  takes  submur.  of  mercury,  gr.  x. — 
24th.  10,  A.  M.  has  had  a  small  stool;  takes  3 
pint-clysters  of  warm  water  before  noon. — 9,  P. 
M.  Takes  a  gill  of  infusior.  of  senna. — 6th*  8,  A. 
M.  Takes  a  gill  of  infusion  of  senna  ;  noon,  feel* 
a  bearing-down,  as  of  a  body  in  the  rectum. — 
With  a  marrow-spoon  she  brings  away  this  body, 
as  large  as  2  eggs,  in  pieces  ;  has  plentiful  stool* 
afterwards. — Well. 


Feb.  7,  1818. — I  have  performed,  principally  in  the 
hospital  of  Charity,  Paris,  660  operations,  and  by  ex- 
traction, for  cataract,  400  completely  successful. -roux. 

Of  65  people  operated  on  by  depression,  at  Hotel- 
dieu,  48  were  completely  restored  to  sight :  of  22  at 
Hospice  de  perfectionnernent,  16  had  happy   result. 


PERCY. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS    IN    BOSTON, 

ENDING    OC- 

TOBER  21,  FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE 

RETURNS. 

Oct. 

Agt- 

15 

Amos  Blanchard, 
Caroline  Stutson, 

48 

16 

William  T.  Richardson, 

SI 

17 

Susan  Vincent, 

20  mo. 

Dinah  Johnson, 

53 

Mary  Orange, 
Sarah  Waterberry, 
Sarah  Calvin, 

18 

Julia  D.  Butler, 
Green, 

12  mo. 

19 

Michael  Murphy, 
John  Curley, 
Lydia  Collins, 
Joseph  W.  Welsh, 

27 

18  days 

64 

20  mo. 

20 

Peter  Flinn, 

4  mo. 

Joseph  S.  Castel, 

S 

21 

Jane  Smith, 

21 

Mary  Ann  Burdy, 
Page, 

g 

ably  clear ;  probably  their  refractive  density  is  increas- 
ed by  their  saline  matter". 


22 
23 


24 


Elizabeth  T.  Dean,  7  mo. 

Joshua  Crane,  jr.  5  1-2 

Jesse  Brigham,  73 

Sarah  Farnham,  80 

Ebenezer  Fuller,  12  mo. 

Frances  Morrows,  32 

4  of  consumption,  3  infantile,  1  typhus  fever,  still- 
born 2,  lung  fever  2,  croup  2,  burn  1,  debility  1,  old 
age  1,  whooping  cough  2,  Rheumatism  1. 

ED.  JURISPRUDENCE,  by  T.  r/Beck,  mTd. 
Prof.  Inst.  Med.  and  Lecturer  on  Medical  Juris- 
prudence in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
the  western  District  of  the  State  of  N.  Y.  two  vols,  oc- 
tavo, Sept.  1823,  for  sale  at  Cummings,  Hilliard,  &Co.'s 
No.  1,  Cornbill,  Boston.     Price  dols".  4,50. 

Contents. — Feigned  diseases  ;  Disqualifying  dis- 
eases ;  Impotence  and  Sterility  ;  Doubtful  sex  ;  Rape  ; 
Pregnancy  ;  Delivery  ;  Infanticide  ;  Legitimacy  ;  Pre- 
sumption of  Survivorship  ;  Age  and  Identity  ;  Mental 
alienation  ;  People  found  dead;  Wounds  of  the  body  ; 
Poisons. 

Dr.  B.  designs,  at  no  distant  period,  to  publish  a 
treatise  on  Medical  Police  ;  the  materials  are  collected. 


DOCT.  A.  MARCH  will  commence  his  course  of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in  Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
11th.  Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the  best  method  to 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science.1'  Tickets 
10  dolls. 
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DROPSY  OF  PERICARDIUM. 

Dr.  Romero,   professor  m    the    university  of 
Huesca,  in  Arragon,   formerly  resided    on    the 
coast  of  Andalusia,  where  hydrothorax  and    hy- 
dro-pericardium are,  as  it  were,  endemic.     Hav- 
ing1 ascertained  that   the  dropsical  effusion    does 
not  depend   on   organic   lesion    of  some  neigh- 
bouring organ   Dr.  R.    makes   an    incision    be- 
tvveen  the  tifih   and    sixth    ribs,   counting   trom 
above,  close  to   the    origin  of  the    cartilaginous 
portion  of  the  ribs,  in   people  of  middle  stature, 
but  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs,  in  people 
of  small  stature.     This  incision  is  carried  through 
the<  pleura.     Dr.  R.  then  introduces  his    finger, 
and    ascertains  whether  or  not   the  pericardium 
contains  a  fluid.     l(  it  does,  he  takes  hold  of  a 
portion  of  it,  and   opens  it  with   small   crooked 
scissors  ;    the  fluid  escapes  into  that  side   of  the 
chest,  whence  it  is  discharged,   by  placing    the 
patient  in  a    proper  situation.     If  there    be   no 
water  in  the  pericardium,  but  only  in  the  bag  ol 
the  pleura,  the  first  incision  serves  to  give  it  ex- 
it.    If  he    finds  no  water  in  either  the    pleura 
or  pericardium,  the  wound  is  healed,  and  no  bad 
consequence  ensues. 

This  operation  gives  temporary  relief;  he  en- 
deavours to  remove  the  causes,  and  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  disease.  When  water  is  found 
in  either  of  the  positions  above  mentioned,  the 
aperture  in  the  pleurals  kept  open  for  four  days, 
eaJh  day  takes  out  the  tent,  and  places  the  pa- 
tient in  a  convenient  posture  for  favouring  the 
escape  of  the  fluid.  This  operation  he  perform- 
ed twice  with  success,  and  once  unsuccessfully, 
as  the  pericardium  adhered  to  the  heart  so  that 
the  cavity  could  not  be  emptied. 


A  man  presented  himself  to  Dubois,  Sue,  Du- 
mangin  and  pie,  in  consultation  ;  he  had  all  the 
signs  which  seemed  to  indicate  effusion:  wheth- 
er it  was  in  the  pericardium,  or  the  cavity  of 
the  chest,  we  were  not  agreed.  J  made  an  in- 
cision between  the  6th  and  7th  left  ribs,  oppo- 
site the  point  of  the  heart,  through  the  great 
oblique  and  pectoral  muscles  ;  a  bag  of  water 
was  found,  which  ali  took  to  be  the  pericardi- 
um:  I  opened  it;  a  pint  of  water  issued  with  a 
hiss  at  each  expiration :  we  thought  we  felt  the 
naked  heart.  He  died  in  four  days.  The  per  - 
cardium  was  found  imperforate,  adherent  to  the 
heart.  The  bag  was  between  the  lungs  and 
pericardium.  desault, 

I  tried  to  open  the  pericardium  to  empty  a 
collection  of  serum  :  I  thought  I  succeeded,  but, 
from  the  patient's  condition  after  the  operation, 
I  do  not  know  whether  1  opened  the  pericardi- 
um, or  a  cyst  near  it.  d.  j.  larrey. 

Sept.  26,  Dr.  H.  in  Charlestown,  made  an 
opening  into  the  thorax  of  a  woman  on  whom  he 
had  performed  the  same  operation  18  times  in 
the  last  18  months,  on  account  of  dropsy.  The 
shortest  interval  between  the  operations  was  3 
days  ;  the  longest  3  months. 

VAPOUR  OF  TAR. 
Not  one  instance   has  occurred,  in    my  prac- 
tice, of  ere  a  temporary  relief  in  tubercular  con- 


sumption by  inhalation  of  vapour  of  tar.  It  ap- 
pealed in  some  examples  to  cause  \evy  tiresome 
irritation  in  the  glottis,  which  has  increased  the 
cough.  This  was  not  so  much  the  case  in  chron- 
ic bronchitis;  here  it  seems  to  assist  other  rem- 
edies in  restoring  the  mucous  membrane  to  its 
healthy  secretion  ;  in  some  very  obstinate  cases, 
inhalation  alone  appeared  to  remove  the  dis- 
eased action  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
lungs.  In  other  instances,  inflammation  was  ag- 
gravated and  rendered  more  acute  by  it.  In  my 
experience,  when  the  body  is  irritable,,  and  in- 
flammation  at  all  active,  the  symptoms  are  in- 
creased by  its  use  ;  if  the  disease  have  been  long 
chronic,  and  the  body  not  irritable,  relief  follows 
its  application — Chs.  Hastings,  M.  D.  Physician 
to  the  Worcester- Infirmary,  Eng.      1820. 

A  few  years  ago,  crowds  of  pulmonary  inva- 
lids went  to  one  of  our  principal  naval  dock 
vards,  to  inhale  the  vapour  on  a  large  scale,  un- 
der direction  of  a  gentleman  who  published  on 
the  subject.  Benefit  was,  in  most  cases,  either 
imaginary,  or  owing  to  the  evacuation  of  the 
lungs  by  the  long  fits  of  coughing  occasioned  by 
irritation  of  tiie  fume.  Tubercular  disorganiza- 
tion kept  on. 

T.  W.  Wansbrough,  Surgeon  at  Fulham,  near 
London,  has  used  it  in  whooping-cough  and  asth- 
m:i  with  advantage.  To  a  pound  of  tar,  he  adds 
an  ounce  of  nitrate  of  potass,  to  prevent  forma- 
tion of  pyroligneous  acid.  His  instrument  for 
exhibiting  it,  is  described  in  London  Med.  Repos. 
XV,  203. 


BURNS. 

Medical  treatment  requires  modification  adapt- 
ed to  the  various  condition  of  parts  as  they  may 
be  differently  affected.  If  the  scarf-skin  be  de- 
tached, pungent  applications  irritate.  When  a 
part  is  destroyed,  we  have  to  subdue  irritation 
of  the  surrounding  parts.  The  object  of  the 
constitutional  treatment  is  to  maintain  the  bal- 
ance between  the  exhaustion  that  may  suddenly 
sink  the  patient,  and  the  violent  re-action  which 
may  produce  destructive  inflammation. 

When  a  burn  or  scald  terminates  in  mortifi- 
cation, it  is  from  exhaustion  produced  by  violent 
excitement.  If  the  injury  be  verv  violent,  irri- 
tation will  exhaust  the  system,  and  mortification 
of  the  part  probablv  ensue.  In  severe  cases, 
sudden  and  inordinately  increased  action  is  rap- 
idly followed  by  exhaustion  of  vital  power  in 
the  part  and  whole  system.  A  shock  is  often 
experienced,  specially  bv  aged  people  and  chil- 
dren, which  occasionally  destroys  life,  where  the 
injury  spems  inadequate  to  produce  such  effect. — 
Wigmore-Sl.  Cavendish  Sq.  Westminster,  JLvg.  1818. 

-vx~» w.  DICKINSOS. 

On  application  of  blisters  in  very  young  children. 
A  blister  to  the  skin  of  young  children  is  often 
followed  by  high  inflammation,  spreading  consid- 
erably beyond  the  surface  occupied  by  the  plaster. 
Sloughing  and  gangrene  of  the  parts  sometimes 
follow.  Sometimes  in  its  subsequent  stages,  a 
blister  refuses  to  heal;  copious  discharge  of  pu- 
rulent matter  takes  place.  Ulceration  eats  deep- 
ly into  the  skin  :    or  fungus  shoots  out  from    the 


surface  of  the  sore.  When  this  state  of  things 
has  continued  for  any  length  of  time,  the  pulse 
becomes  quick,  the  tongue  dry,  there  is  maras- 
mus, restlessness  and  convulsions,  in  which  the 
child  dies. 

London,  April,  1821. 


GEO.  GREGORY,  M.  D. 


nitro-muriatic  acid  bath. — Into  a  glass  ves- 
sel, capable  of  holding  a  pint  or  more  of  fluid,  put 
8  ounces  of  water,  then  4  ounces  of  nitric  acid 
of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  and  4  ounces  of 
muriatic  acid.  Of  this  Solution,  one  ounce  to  a  . 
gallon  of  warm  water  will  form  a  bath  of  medi- 
um strength.  The  proportion  may  be  varied 
from  one  ounce  and  a  half  to  half  an  ounce  to 
the  gallon.  8  or  10  quarts  are  generally  suffi- 
cient :  a  narrow,  deep  wooden  bucket  is  the  best. 
The  feet  and  legs  ought  to  be  immersed  at  a 
comfortable  temperature,  say  90  degrees,  and 
kept  there  20  or  30  minutes,  just  before  going 
to  bed,  every  night,  or  every  second  night  ;  the 
same  bath  will  remain  good  five  or  six  nights. — 
It  ought  to  be  kept  in  the  bucket,  and  a  fourth 
part  so  wanned  every  time  it  is  used,  in  a  well- 
glazed  earthern  vessel,  and  added  to  the  rest, 
as  will  make  the  whole  sufficiently  warm. — See 
Med.  Int.  p.  45.  jas.  johxson. 

58,  Spring  Gardens,  Westminster. 

UTERINE      HEMORRHAGE. M.   A.   D.     RoUget,     at 

Thoulouse,  1789,  was  called  to  a  woman,  who, 
after  delivery,  was  flooding,  and  had  lost  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  blood.  Finding  that  he 
could  not  check  the  hemorrhage  by  ordinary 
means,  he  adopted  an  expedient  he  had  long- 
thought  of  trying.  He  introduced  an  empty 
bladder  into  the  uterus,  furnished  with  a  pipe, 
to  blow  through  and  distend  it ;  when  the  blad- 
der was  full,  the  pipe  was  stopped.  A  bandage 
was  then  placed  round  the  body ;  suppression  of 
hemorrhage  followed. 

He  employed  some  days  in  establishing  her 
strength.  He  then  began  by  degrees  to  let  out 
ithe  air.  By  frictions  on  the  abdomen,  and  by 
'gently  irritating  the  womb,  he  solicited  the  con- 
tractions of  it ;  these  it  performed  with  slight ' 
pains.  The  air  was  permitted  further  by  de- 
grees to  escape,  when  he  felt,  from  the  hypo- 
g-astic  region,  downwards,  a  sort  of  oblong  tu» 
mour,  he  entirely  drew  away  the  bladder. 


I  remember  of  hearing  of  the  great  virtues  of 
the  pyrola  umbellata  ;  it  was  soon  found  squills 
answered  just  as  well — digitalis  a  great  deal 
better!  Cubebs  was,  not  long  ago,  so  much  the 
rage,  a  druggist  let  me  have  a  pound  (at  a  very 
exorbitant  price)  as  a  favoui  :  I  have  found  it  at 
best  uncertain,  in  some  instances  nearly  iaevtB 
in  some  painfully  active. 

Prussic  acid  has  been  extolled  for  its  wonder- 
ful effects  in  phthisis,  also  in  stomach  complaints, 
(opposite  maladies)  ;  some  begin  to  class  it  with 
digitalis  and  the  whirling  table,  in  the  former 
disease,  and  to  attribute  the  cure  of  the  latter 
as  much  to  the  plan  of  diet  as  the  medicine. — 
Several  are  almost  working  miracles  with  col- 
chicum.     It   cures   rheumatism,  gout,  tic  doul- 
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oureux,  gonorrhoea  ;   with  me,  its  failures    have 
been  at  least  equal  to  its  successes,    c.  heineken. 
Bo~a\  England. 


Female  catheters  are  generally  too  little  curv- 
ed. Previously  to  being  used,  the  stiletto  should 
be  withdrawn,  and  a  moistened  bladder  tied  on 
the  extremity  of  its  handle,  to  obviate  the  ne- 
cessity for  wetting  the  bed.         j.  t.  conquest. 

London,   1820. 


when  it  exceeds  this  time,  suppuration  or  scirr- 
hus  is  to  be  feared.  The  pain  then  is  exquisite  ; 
some  part  appears  prominent,  a  throbbing  pain 
is  felt;  as  the  matter  increases,  the  skin  becomes 
thinner,  if  the  abscess  be   superficial,    or  nearly 


DISEASES  OF  LACTATION. 
In  the  breasts  of  women,  the  numerous  lactif- 
erous tubes  terminate  in  ten  or  twelve,  which 
perforate  the  nipples,  whence  the  milk  flows,  in 
in  as  many  different  streams.  In  young,  healthy 
women,  among  the  earliest  symptoms  of  preg- 
nancy, are  enlargement  and  uneasiness  of  the 
breast,  somewhat  different  from  what  is  experi- 
enced on  the  eve  of  menstruation,  soon  attended 
with  addition  to  their  fulness  and  weight,  and 
change  in  the  appearance  of  the  circle  round 
the  nipples.  These  soon  become  prominent  ; 
some  bulbous  or  glandular  eminences  around 
them  enlarge;  a  milky  fluid  stains  the  linen. 

The  breasts  of  a  healthy  woman  during  her 
first  pregnancy,  often  afford  a  milky  fluid,  some- 
times pretty  largely.  Cases  have  occurred  in 
which  the  flow  has  been  incessant,  and  even  free 
for  many  days  together  ;  and  not  entirely  ceas- 
ing for  the  several  first  months.  It  has  been  in 
some  women  troublesome  through  the  whole  of 
pregnancy,  generally  most  noticed  the  first  and 
second  months  of  gestation.  It  sometimes  com- 
mences in  the  last  month  or  five  weeks,  and 
Ihen  continues  on  till  childbirth.  Genera 
ly,  little  change  takes  place  in  the  breasts,  after 
the  first  month  of  pregnancy,  till  about  the  sec- 
ond day  after  delivery.  Some  women  have  milk 
a  few  hours  after  delivery;  others  not  till  three 
or  four  days. 

At  this  time,  especially  after  a  first  delivery, 
it  is  usual  to  feel  great  fulness  of  the  breasts* 
febrile  irritability,  shooting  pains,  sometimes 
shivering,  sickness  at  the  stomach.  The  most 
usual  disorders  of  the  breasts,  then,  are  hardness, 
inflammation,  varices,  excoriations  and  fissures 
©f  the  nipples.  Women  of  sound  constitution, 
who  suckle  their  children,  and  apply  the  child 
to  their  breasts  early,  are  less  liable  to  these  dif- 
ficulties. Sudden  accession  of  milk  to  the  breasts, 
its  sudden  repulsion  from  them,  cold,  acting 
immediately  on  the  breasts,  or  throug-h  the  me- 
dium of  the  constitution,  may  be  followed  by  the 
same  effects. 

The  patient  feels  fulness  and  unensineas  in  one 
•r  other  of  the  breasts,  rarely  in  both  at  a  time, 
heat,  and  a  little  redness,  with  weight  and  ten- 
sion, which  leads  her  to  place  her  hand  to  sup- 
port it.  The  swelling  is  not  so  uniform  but  that 
the  knots  of  the  glandular  or  mammary  bodies, 
which  are  obstructed,  may  be  perceived.  When 
the  swelling  is  great,  the  tension  and  pain  extend 
as  far  as  the  arm-pit ;  uneasiness  is  felt  often  as 
far  as  the  back,  at  the  height  of  the  arm-pit. — 
In  some  cases  a  hard  lump  succeeds,  in  some 
part  of  the  breast,  particularly  susceptible  of 
pain,  on  pressure.  If  inflammation  continues, 
gradually  the  whole  organ  becomes  florid. 

This  disorder  generally  terminates  in  two  o^ 
three  days,  with  a  critical,  profuse  sweat,  of  an 
acid  odour,  gentle  looseness,  or  a  free  discharge 
-ef  milk,     it  rarely  lasts  till  the  4th  or  5th  day  ; 


so,  the  matter  wili  next  be  felt    by   the  finger, 


and  in  a  little  time  be  discharged  from  the  most 
dependent  part    of  the    tumour. 

If  pus   be   formed  in  the  superior  and  inferi- 
rior  part  of   the  breasts,  it  will  sometimes  make 
its  way  towards  other  parts,  besides  the  opening 
at  which  it  first  began  to  discharge  itself,  so  that 
sinuses  are  formed,  and  the   sore  becomes  more 
difficult  to  heal.     These  abscesses  are  frequent- 
ly attended  with    cold    shiverings    and    feverish 
heats.     Deeply  seated  suppurations  are  exceed- 
ingly painful,  attended  with  considerable   fever 
which  often  leaves  great  debility  for  a  long  time. 
In  someinstances,  tumours  are  formed  in   differ- 
ent parts ;  no  sooner  has  one  broke,  than  anoth- 
er is  forming;    this  routine   goes  on  for  a  month 
or  two.     Sometimes  an  abscess  is  formed  in  one 
spot,  when  the  other  parts  of  the  breasts  appear 
healthy  ;  the  patient  is  able  to  give  suck  without 
inconvenience. 

The  appearances  just  described,  sometime  oc- 
cur much  later.  Rough  treatment,  long  contin- 
uance of  irritating  applications,  improper  man- 
agement during  the  healing  of  them,  might  con- 
tribute to  the  foundation  of  scirrhus,  or  cancer. 

The  fulness  of  the  breasts  arises  mostly  from 
flow  of  blood  to  them  ;  in  some  measure  from 
the  quantity  and  consistence  of  the  milk.  By 
sucking,  chiefly,  the  breast  is  stimulated  to  form 
milk.  The  secretion  continues  to  go  on,  if  the 
child  remains  at  the  breast,  till  fulness  of  the 
blood-vessels  is  removed.  There  i6  evident  di- 
minution of  one  breast,  while  the  child  is  sucking 
at  the  other,  which  can  be  explained  by  the  con- 
nection of  the  blood-vessels,  not  by  any  commu- 
nication between  the  lactiferous  tubes.  Blood 
is  sometimes  drawn,  through  improper  handling, 
when  the  breast  is  very  heavy  and  hard. 

The  lachrymal  glands  are  often  so  irritated, 
they  suddenly  pour  forth  considerable  quantity 
of  fluid.  No  one  ever  heard  of  a  reservoir  for 
it.  The  breasts,  prepared  by  determination  of 
blood  to  them,  afford  milk,  at  the  time  they  are 
stimulated  by  sucking. 

What  constitutes  the  difference  between  the 
suckling  powers  of  different  women,  is  their 
greater  or  less  power  to  determine  blood  to  the 
breasts.  From  too  great  haste  to  produce  the 
milk,  the  whole  frame  is  often  rendered  fever- 
ish, and  highly  irritable.  When  a  patient  under 
this  distention  exposes  herself  to  irritation  and 
cold,  it  becomes  a  disease.  By  irritation,  I  mean 
anxiety,  uneasiness  from  uncomfortable  situation, 
too  much  cloathing  to  the  breast,  &c. ;  these  oc- 
casion too  hasty  accumulation  of  blood  in  them  ; 
and  fronrthe  consequent  heat  and   perspiration, 


are  small  and  flaccid,  there  will  be  little  necessi- 
ty either  of  having  very  early  resource  to  suc- 
tion, by  the  child,  or  of  repeating  it  very  often. 
At  first  the  mother  should  not  be  fatigued  by 
long  continued  or  frequent  application  of  the 
child.  When  it  is  applied,  she  ought  to  be  gen- 
tly supported,  reclining. 

If  ill  health  of  the  mother  renders  nursing  in- 
admissible, every  thing  which  contributes  to  se- 
cretion of  milk  should  be  avoided.  Flow  of 
blood  to  the  breasts  should  not  be  excited  by 
handling  and  squeezing  them. 

Inflammation  not  unfrequently  arises  from  ar» 
tificially  drawing  the  breasts.  Fomentations, 
plasters,  brandy,  alcohol,  camphire,  &,c.  promote 
determination  of  blood  to  the  breasts.  Absti- 
nence should  be  enjoined,  specially  as  little  drink 
as  possible  should  be  taken.  Quality  of  the  li- 
quid is  not  of  so  much  consequence  as  quantity. 
Ripe  acid  fruits,  as  apples,  strawberries,  &c.  as- 
suage thirst;  and  by  proving  laxative,  prevent 
the  secretion.  The  vessels  not  being  filled,  in  a 
few  days  they  contract  to  their  original  size. 

Bleeding  is  sometimes  necessary,  particularly 
in    plethoric  habits. 

If  tension  and  inflammation  take  place  in  one 
breast,  the  patient  must  suckle   almost    entirely 
with  the  other.     Thus  the  blood  will  be   deriv- 
ed there,  in  greater  quantity,  and  at  the  inflamed 
part,  diminished.     If  these  do  not   succeed,  im- 
mediate use  ought  to  be  made  of  cool,  or  at  the 
most,  blood-warm  emollient  fomentations,  a  large 
poultice  of  bread  or  linseed-meal,  and    lead-wa- 
ter, so  as  to  cover  the  part,  and  renewed   as   of- 
ten as  it  becomes  dry.     This  will  repel  the  bl'tod 
from  the  part,  and  assist  the  breasts  further    by 
the  astringent  quality  of  the  lead,     if  the  fever- 
ish symptoms  are  violent,  and   the    patient    ple- 
thoric, loss  of  blood—and  a  laxative,  sometimes 
leeches  to  the  breast,  may  be  beneficial;   these 
should    be  used  with  caution  ;    the  orifice  made 
by  them  may  become  a  formidable  ulcer.     The 
breast   should  be  supported    by  a   handkerchief 
from  the  neck.     When  it    is  necessary  to  draw 
the  breasts,  the  child  or  some  person  is  general- 
ly preferable  to  artificial   means. 


If  inflammation    proceeds    to    suppuration,    it 


they, are    liable    to   cold    from   exposure  of  the 
chest  in  giving  suck- 

A  woman  after  delivery  should  be  kept  from 
every  thing  which  can  cause  anxiety  or  bodily 
irritation  ;  the  child  should  be  put  to  the  breast 
as  soon  as  her  strength  will  permit.  This  will 
n  general  be  in  twenty-four  hours  after  delivery. 
The  child  should  certainly  be  applied  as  soon  as 
iny  shooting  pain  or  distension  is  felt.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  promote,  gradual  access,  and  guard 
against  sudden  flow  of  milk.      While  the    breasts 


will  be  necessary  to  apply  warm  poultices, 
frequently  renewed.  If  the  matter  be  deeply 
seated,  the  excessive  and  long  pains  attending 
-the  natural  progress  of  the  abscess  will  frequent- 
ly produce  such  general  inflammation,  recourse 
mu3t  be  had  for  an  outlet  to  the  knife  ;  this 
however  is  seldom  necessary. 

Sometimes  after  much  suffering  and  sympto- 
matic fever,  the  induration  remains,  thou/h  with- 
out trouble,  in  the  early  part  of  life,  and  there- 
fore is  neglected  till  it  degenerates  into  cancer, 
Sometimes  the  breasts  are  disfigured  by  natural 
and  artificial  openings,  but  soon  recover  their 
continuity,  scarcely  discovering  that  it  had  ever 
been  suspended,  and  performing  their  functions 
in  their  natural  way.  Whilst  pain,  inflamma- 
tion, or  hardness  continue,  the  poultice  should 
still  be  applied. 

Some  women  have  to  deplore  a  deficiency  of 
power  to  produce  milk.  The  consequent  anxi- 
ety seems  to  impede  any  favourable  effort  which 
misrht  be  exerted  by  appropriate  management. 
They  must  keep  up  their  spirits,  and  depend  for 
relief,  in  a  great  measure,  en  nutritious  diet,  not 
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such  as  induces  febrile  irritation.  The  child 
should  be  regulari}'  put  to  the  breast,  when  it  is 
hungry.  A  woman  who  has  not,  during  her  con- 
finement, much  power  to  suckle,  will  often  im- 
prove extremely  in  the  office,  as  soon  as  she  can 
have  air,  exercise,  and  d  version. 

The  nipples  lose  sensibility  by  use.  Friction 
from  the  child's  mouth  aggravates  excoriation. 
It  is  necessary  to  keep  the  nipples  dry  as  possi- 
ble. Powdered  gum-arabic  may  be  sprinkled 
on  them.  Leaden  caps  keep  them  cool,  and  de- 
fend them  frtfm  injury  from  the  cloaths. 

When  deep  ulcerations  and  fissures  occur,  the 
whole  nipple  may  be  destroyed.  There  is  no 
certain  means  of  cure,  till  the  child  is  removed 
from  the  breast.  When  the  part  is  dry  and  in- 
flamed, cream,  or  oil  of  almonds  and  spermaceti', 
may  be  applied  before  the  child  is  put  to  the 
hreast.  Sometimes  little  sores  appear  in  the 
brown  circle  of  the  nipple,  and  correspond  with 
similar  appearances  in  the  child's  mouth,  or  oth- 
er parts  of  the  body,  as  copper-coloured  blotch- 
es, about  the  private  parts. 


****,  set.  3  years,  after  a  day  of  frolic,  and  a 
ride  to  and  from  Nahant,  became  restless  and 
prostrated,  her  bowels  obstructed  ;  she  frequent- 
ly put  her  hand  toward  her  stomach,  and  com- 
plained of  pain.  Her  disease  lasted  7  days,  and 
increased  till  death.  The  last  2  or  3  days,  she 
had  difficult  respiration;  whenever  port  wine, 
which  was  occasionally  administered,  reached 
the  stomach,  she  instantly  cried  out,  "  my  sto- 
mach."' 

Inflammation  was  found  in  various  parts  of  the 
stomach,  greatest  about  the  upper  orifice,  last 
mentioned. 

Hypochondriacs  cannot  be  lectured  into  cheer- 
fulness. Towards  them,  every  thing  sour  and 
severe,  general  maxims  and  sage  apophthegms, 
should  be  avoided.  Ridicule,  reproach,  and  ad- 
vice, ulcerate  a  heart  inflamed.  Exhortations 
ought  to  be  sparingly  employed.  The  most  co- 
gent arguments  avail  nothing.  This  provokes 
the  friends  of  the  invalid;  this  drives  them  to 
provoke  him.  They  cannot  bear  motives,  in 
their  apprehension  irresistible,  should  not  influ- 
ence his  resolutions.  The  suitableness  of  con- 
siderations to  their  inclination  and  judgment,  is 
the  reason  why  they  should  not  expect  them  to 
suit  his.  Every  thing  acts  on  his  mind  differ- 
ently from  what  it  does  upon  others1.  No  one 
takei  it  amiss  that  a  person  in  a  burning  fever 
does  not  eat  heartily;  yet  this  would  be  as  ration- 
al and  humane.  In  barbarous  ages,  and  amori"- 
the  vulgar,  diversity  of  palate  is  a  ground  of  ifl 
will:  a  large  portion  of  society  is  cultivated 
enough  to  be  more  tolerant.  When  the  ran°-e 
of  human  nature  in  regard  to  ideas  and  sensations 
is  more  understood,  the  same  toleration  will  be 
more  extended.  The  sick  in  mind  will  give  no 
more  offence  from  their  malady,  than  the  Green- 
lander,  in  ranking  train-oil  as  a  delicacy,  or  cer- 
tain Asiatics,  for  admiring  asafoetida  as  a  per- 
fume. 

Let  not  the  friends  of  hypochondriacs  dream 
remonstrances  can  excite  an  effort  of  the  will, 
stron?  enough  to  throw  off  the  disease.  Let 
them  not  presume  on  their  own  skill  in  regulat- 
ing the  ideas  and  affections  of  others,  unless  they 


have  studied  them  with  as  much  assiduity  as  any 
art  or  science  requires.  The  spells  commonly 
used  for  exorcising  the  blue  devils,  put  them 
more  securely  in  possession.  It  is  given  to  few 
to  pour  oil  into  the  wounds  of  the  mind;  to  al- 
lure the  harassed  thoughts  into  the  shady  groves 
and  pleasant  fields  of  imagination  ;  to  instil  in- 
clinations, which  shall  seem  the  spontaneous  sug- 
gestion of  him  by  whom  they  are  adopted  ;  to 
set  about  a  thing'they  would  have  another  do, 
so  as  by  help  of  the  principle  of  involuntary  im- 
itation, to  ensure  what  awkward  managers  strive 
in  vain  to  accomplish  by  harassing  solicitation. 

These  are  the  arts  by  which  those  about  an 
hypochondriac  can  contribute  to  his  recovery. 
To  repel  the  hypochondriac's  communications 
when  he  desires  to  unburthen  his  soul  of  its 
griefs;  to  tell  him  that  he  is  well  if  he  would 
think  himself  so,  is  to  take  the  most  likely  way 
of  rendering  recovery  hopeless.  Nor  does  is 
show  want  of  understanding  less  than  of  feeling; 
he  cannot  think  of  himself,  but  as  he  does. 


July  24.  My  body,  like  my  mind,  is  a  strange 
compound  of  great  strength  and  great  weakness  ; 
I  have  neglected  to  correct  their  faults.  I  be- 
lieve I  have  undue  sensibility  of  nerves,  and  ten- 
dency to  bilious  complaints,  inherited  from  ven 
healthy,  strong  parents.  18  years  ago,  I  had 
jaundice,  which  was  neglected ;  my  liver  was 
thought  to  be  affected  for  2  years.  Among  va- 
rious remedies,  I  took  different  preparations  of 
mercury,  in  very  small  quantities  ;  it  always  dis- 
ordered my  stomach,  and  irritated  my  nerves. — 
For  a  year  after  mv  cure,  when  1  was  vexed, 
I  felt  again  pain  in  my  right  side.  At  different 
times  of  my  life,  my  lungs  have  had  accidental- 
ly affections,  (the  last,  7  years  ago.)  Nothing  in 
my  shape  or  constitution  entitles  me  to  them. 

I  have  been  very  free  from  female  maladies 
till  lately — but  these  20  years,  I  am  more  liable, 
on  such  occasions,  to  get  cold,  than  any  one,  and 
very  subject  to  attacks  of  rheumatism,  specially 
in  my  head.  My  five  children  are  strong  ;  the 
oldest  is  22.  Constant  mental  agitation  this  year 
and  a  half,  has  worn  out  a  frame  already 
shattered  by  the  vicissitudes  of  an  untranquil 
life. 

These  2  year?,  after  mental  agitation,  I  have 
had  violent  headachs,  greatiy  affecting  my  eyes, 
preceded  by  sensation  of  weight  in  the  head,  and 
cold  feet.  Oncp,  for  18  days,  I  could  not  look 
into  a  book.  These  9  months  I  have  been  grow- 
ing weak,  and  have  not  had  24  hours'  full  res- 
pite from  headach ;  the  catamenia  has  gradually 
diminished  in  quantity  ;  it  resembles  serum,  mix- 
ed with  a  little  blood,  specially  these  6  months  : 
sometimes  it  ceases  after  the  first  24  hours  ;  vio- 
lent headach  immediately  follows. 

May  15.  I  had  been  for  some  days  very 
sleepy,  and  had  much  better  nights  than  before. 
I  had  less  headach  than  usual,  to-day.  1  went 
to  bed  at  10  o'clock,  and  fell  asleep  immediate- 
ly :  at  12, 1  awoke  suddenly  from  dreaming  some- 
body was  crushing  my  head;  the  pain  continued 
with  a  strange  and  extremely  uneasy  flutter  in 
my  forehead,  with  sense  of  increasing  debility, 
so  I  thought  I  was  dvinsr :  1  asked  for  water,  but 
could  not  swallow  it:  my  lower  limbs  were 
strongly  convulsed  1-4  of  an  hour.  As  soon  as  I 
could  swallow,  I  took  sp.  of  hartshorn  and  wa- 
ter pretty  strong,  and  bathed  my  feet  in   tepid 


water:  then  the  violent  symptoms  went  off;  the 
sensation  of  fulness  in  my  head  continued. 

Next  morning  I  took  a  purgative  medicine, 
and,  as  soon  as  they  could  be  got,  in  the  even- 
ing, five  leeches  were  put  to  my  temples;  I  had 
slight  return  of  the  complaint  at  9  ;  G  days  after, 
a  slighter.  During  these  attacks,  my  pulse  was 
extremely  low,  and  my  face  as  pale  as  possible.' 
When  I  recovered  a  little,  a  surgeon  told  me  my 
liver  was  affected  ;  I  believe  he  was  right.  J 
tried,  by  his  advice,  in  very  small  quantities,  caf- 
omel,  blue  pill,  and  another  preparation  of  mercu- 
ry, but  could  find  none  that  did  not  affect  my  how- 
els  very  much.  I  took  cold,  while  using  the  medi- 
cine, and  had  to  keep  abed  some  days.  After 
that,  I  had  pain  in  my  chest,  and  spat  much, 
without  much  cough ;  twice  there  was  a  tinge  of 
blood  after  rather  severe  coughing. 

Some  time  after,  I  had  a  slight  dysentery,  (the 
first  in  my  life)  also  I  lost  in  24  hours  5  or  6  oz", 
of  hemorrhoidal  blood.  My  head  has  been  bet- 
ter since.  J  should  have  paid  but  little  attention 
to  these  things,  did  not  extreme  debility,  which 
seems  to  be  my  disease,  and  the  origin  of  my 
other  maladies,  make  every  thing  seem  impor- 
tant. I  am  subject  to  irregular  nocturnal  fever, 
sometimes  severe,  leaving  me  much  weakened. 
My  appetite  is  good,  my  stomach  and  bowels 
better  than  would  be  expected,  my  bowels  bet- 
ter since  the  mercury. 

Under  the  fulness  in  my  head,  my  chest  is 
free  ;  under  the  pain  and  heat  in  my  chest,  my 
head  is  better.  It  sometimes  seems  as  if  redun- 
dant blood  or  some  liquid  were  in  my  head,  then 
in  my  chest.  Would  not  the  complaint  in  my 
head  subside  under  re-establishment  of  the  catu> 
menia  ? — My  ej'es  have  a  yellow  tinge. 

My  head  and  eyes  are  not  well  to-day.  1  be- 
gan this  letter  yesterday,  and  have  written  it  at 
four  times  ;  it  fatigues  me  so  I  cannot  read  it 
again.  Were  I  to  use  my  eyes  much,  I  should 
soon  have  a  bad  headach.  1  have  now  and  then 
had  a  pain,  by  no  means  slight,  in  my  left  foot, 
which  would  have  made  me  expect  a  fit  of  gout, 
had  any  of  my  family  ever  had  it.  M.  M. 

This  lady  wrote  from  Pisa,  in  Italy,  18  months 
after,  "  1  am  nursing  rny  child,  aged  7  months, 
as  successfully  as  I  did  20  years  ago.  I  have 
not  the  slightest  remains  of  the  complaint  in  my 
head  and  eyes ;  the^tranquility  in  which  I  pass 
my  time,  contributes  much  to  the  strength  of 
my  nerves 


=  " 


In  chronic  complaints  we  should  be  content 
with  putting  general  health  in  the  best  state,  by 
strengthening  the  appetite  and  digestion,  and  re- 
lieving urgent  symptoms, 

New  methods  of  cure  always  do  miracles  for 
a  while.  Pradier.  a  French  empiric,  used  to  ap- 
ply  to  gouty  limbs,  a  poultice  covered  with  a 
resinous  liquid.  When  the  poultice  was  remov- 
ed, a  scurf  was  found  on  the  skin  beneath,  which 
he  called  the  gouty  matter  extracted  by  his  poul- 
tice and  liquid,  but  which  was  the  cuticle  decom7 
posed,  and  the  resin  of  the  liquid. 

In  some  states  of  disease,  exertion  of  the  will 
to  move  or  keep  from  motion  muscles  ordinari- 
ly subject  to  the  will,  e.  g.  to  move  an  arm  or 
leg,  is  ineffectual.  When  we  intend  to  thread  a 
needle,  the  hand  often  moves  in  all  directions 
but   that  which   we  desire.    A   higher  degree 


100 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 


of  this  state  prevails  in  St.  Vitus'  dance,  and  in 
locked  jaw.  The  will  is  also  exerted  over  the 
faculties  of  the  mind,  though  generally  less  than 
over  the  movements  of  the  boJy. 

The  soundest  mind  may  be  attributed  to  him 
who  has  the  most  lasting  control  over  the  or- 
gans of  sense,  in  order  to  examine  objects  accu- 
rately, and  acquire  full,  complete  perception. 
That  attention  is  most  perfect,  which  is  exclu- 
sively occupied  with  the  subject  of  consideration. 

Palsy  has  its  counterpart  in  defects  of  recol- 
lection, where  endeavours  to  remember  are  in- 
effectual. Tremour  may  be  compared  with  in- 
capability of  fixing  the  attention.  Involnntary 
state  of  muscles,  ordinarily  subject  to  the  will, 
finds  a  parallel  where  the  mind  loses  its  influ- 
ence on  the  train  of  thought,  and  becomes  sub- 
ject to  spontaneous  intrusions;  as  in  reverie, 
dreams,  and  some  species  of  madness. 


Capt.  C.  and  J.  L.  of  Greenfield,  were  twins. 
Their  friends  often  found  it  hard  to  know  them 
apart.  Their  habits  and  manners  were  similar. 
They  entered  together  the  American  revolu- 
tionary arnry,  held  similar  commissions,  and  serv- 
ed with  honour;  cheerful,  sociable,  in  every  re- 
spect gentlemen,  independent  in  property,  hav- 
ing amiable  wives  and  children.  Sometime  af- 
ter the  close  of  the  war,  Capt.  J-  moved  to  Ver- 
mont, 200  miles  distant.  In  3  years  they  have 
had  turns  of  partial  derangement,  by  no  means 
•rising  into  mania,  nor  sinking  into  melancholy; 
they  could  constantly  attend  their  bnsiness,  but 
their  manners  seemed  hurried  and  confused. 

Two  years  ago,  J.  returning  from  Vermont 
Assembly,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  was  found 
in  his  chamber,  early  in  the  morning,  having  cut 
his  throat  from  ear  to  ear,  and  died  soon  after. 
June,  1812,  C.  seemed  melancholy,  expressed 
fear  he  should  destroy  himself.  June  5,  he  got 
up  early,  proposed  to  his  wife  to  ride  with  him, 
shaved  as  usual,  wiped  his  razor,  stepped  into 
an  adjoining  room,  his  wife  supposed  to  put  up 
his  razor.  Shortly  after,  she  heard  a  noise  like 
a  fluid  flow  on  the  floor;  she  hurried  into  the 
room;  he  had  cut  his  throat  with  the  razor,  and 
soon  died. 

A  paroxysm  of  violent  madness  came  under 
my  notice,  which  continued  from  June,  1810, 
till  April,  with  scarcely  any  abatement  in  the 
excitement  of  the  body  and  mind,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  constantly  under  the  operation  of  de- 
pleting remedies.  In  another  case,  under  the 
same  remedies,  not  5  minutes1  interruption  of 
speech  or  vociferation  was  produced,  except  dur- 
ing a  few  short  intervals  of  sleep,  fur  2  months. 

Philadelphia.  benj.  rush. 

At  Paris, ,  set.  26,   principally   at    the 

period  of  her  menses,  felt  extreme  anxiety,  and 
propensity  to  kill  herself,  husband  and  children, 
whom  she  tenderly  loved.  She  trembled  in  de- 
scribing her  struggle  between  this  propensity, 
and  moral  and  religious  principle.  She  was  ac- 
customed to  bathe  her  child  ;  a  long  time  she  did 
not  dare  to  do  so;  an  internal  voice  told  her  in- 
cessantly, "let  him  sink."'  Sometimes  she  had 
scarcely  time  to  throw  away  a  knife  she  was  in- 
clined to  plunge  into  their  bosom.  When  she 
went  into  her  husband's  and  children's  sleeping 
room,  she  felt  immediately  propensity  to  kill 
them.  Sometimes  she  was  obliged  to  run  out; 
she   hastily  shut  the  door,  and  threw  away    the 


key,  to  be  unable  to  return  during  the   night,  if 
she  had  this  feeling. 

Thos.  Call?. by  was  found,  March  1805,  4,  A. 
M.  silting  at  his  bed-side.  He  had  dreadfully 
wounded  his  wife  in  different  parts  of  her  body. 
His  daughter  brought  down  his  grand-child,  its 
throat  cut;  the  bloody  knife  lay  in  the  room. — 
He  was  charged  with  and  confessed  these  acts, 
said  he  cared  "  nothing  about  it,  his  wife  heard 
him  say,  shortly  before,  he  should  certainly  mur- 
der some  one  ;  he  had  begged  to  be  confined  ;" 
he  knew  when  his  fits  of  insanity  were  coming 
on,  and  at  these  times  he  has  tied  himself  with 
ropes  to  the  floor. 

■— vvw  — ■* 

A  very  powerful  man,  above  the  ordinary 
stature,  who  in  youth  had  been  subject  to  epi- 
leptic attacks,  frequently  to  sullen  abstraction, 
which  increased  after  the  fits  had  subsided,  be- 
came suddenly  furious,  and  during  the  transports 
of  his  disorder,  destroyed  two  children  and  a 
woman.  There  appeared  to  be  no  motive.  He 
was  ordered  to  be  confined,  where  he  continued 
tiil  death.  For  many  years,  I  had  constant  op- 
portunities of  seeing  and  conversing  with  him. 
He  was  ordinarily  very  tranquil,  and  did  not  dis- 
course irrationally  ;  on  no  particular  subject  did 
his  mind  appear  disarranged,  nor  were  there 
any  persons  against  whom  he  entertained  aver- 
sion. Much  of  his  time  was  passed  in  reading, 
which  he  said  afforded  him  great  consolation. — 
On  many  occasions  I  endeavoured  to  draw  from 
him  some  account  of  the  motives  which  induced 
him  to  destroy  the  persons  above  mentioned  ; 
he  uniformly  persisted  he  had  no  recollection  of 
such  occurrence.  He  said  he  understood  he  had 
done  something  very  wicked,  for  which  he  was 
confined  ;  and  which  he  had  no  doubt  was  true, 
from  the  respectability  of  the  persons  who  in- 
formed him ;  but  he  thanked  God  he  had  no 
more  memory  of  what  had  passed,  than  if  it  had 
been  committed  in  his  sleep.  During  his  con- 
finement he  had  Biany  furious  paroxysms.  To 
be  satisfied  as  to  his  want  of  recollection  during 
these  attacks,  he  was  once  bled  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  paroxysm,  with  considerable 
difficulty,  and  on  another  occasion  cupped  when 
its  violence  was  subsiding,— when  restored  to 
his  ordinary  tranquility,  he  neither  recollected 
the  persons  present,  nor  the  operations. 

London. 


The  distant  manner  which  the  medical  officers 
of  hospitals  too  frequently  assume  towards  their 
pupils,  prevents  the  latter  from  making  thost 
immediate  inquiries  which  the  view  of  a  disease 
for  the  first  time  suggests  to  the  mind,  and  with- 
out obtaining  candid  answers  to  which,  the  ex- 
aminations of  the  patients  and  the  lectures  of 
the  teacher  will  be  as  imperfectly  understood  as 
they  will  be  faintly  remembered.  If  teachers 
appear  in  earnest,  nnd  judiciously  direct  their 
pupils  into  the  proper  channels  of  instruction, 
they  aiay  be  always  certain  of  having  their  en- 
deavours seconded  by  that  ardour  and  enthusi- 
asm characteristic  of  youth.        d.  uwins,  m.  d. 

London 

The  strongest  recollections  I  have  preserved 
of  interesting  cases,  I  attended  as  pupil  or  lec- 
turer, during  23  years  of  hospital  experience, 
are  derived  from  clinical  lectures.  Even  now, 
at  the  distance  of  22  or  23  years,  I  occasionally 


refer  for  information,  to  cases  which  struck  me 
forcibly  in  the  clinical  wards  of  Edinburgh,  when 
I  was  a  student ;  such  is  the  impression  made  by 
facts  observed  in  this  manner,  I  recollect,  in 
some  instances,  the  countenance  and  names  of 
patients  who  were  the  objects  of  those  lessons. 
Dr.  Gregory  frequently  described  cases  which 
occurred  in  the  earliest  years  of  his  practice, 
with  a  freshness  and  particularity  ofdetail,  which 
made  them  seem  the  observations  of  the  day. 
London.  alex.  marcet,  m.  d. 

A  married  lady,  aet.  30,  has  not  menstruated 
for  3  years  ;  is  of  a  scrofulous  family,  and  had  in 
her  youth  scrofulous  affections  about  her  neck. 
During  these  3  years,  she  has  had  a  fistula  un- 
der her  left  breast,  upon  the  ribs,  which  con- 
stantly discharges  a  thin  fluid.  Her  health  is 
good,  she  is  remarkably  strong  and  active.  I  do 
not  attempt  to  cure  the  fistula. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS    IN    BOSTON,  ENDING    OC- 
TOBER 31,  FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Oct.  Agt 

23  Mary  Avery,  75 

24  John  White,  45 
Charles  H.  Crane,  2 

25  John  Campbell,  2 
Shauwisherman,  22 
Patrick, 

Thomas  Docharty,  4 
Betsey  Olcott, 

Jane  Ferneaux,  9 

Harriet  E.  Wehster,  2 

Nathiel  Carnes,  25 

26  Aaron  Mason,  33 
Pamelia  F.  Parker,  17  mo. 
Lucy  Park,  60 
Bishop, 

27  Catharine  Goodale^  61 
Benjamin  Jepson,  45 
Mary  Over, 

Mary  Ann  Scott, 

28  Morris  Flinn,  35 
Samuel  HartwelL,  23 
Mary  S.  Crane,  4 

29  Caleb  Coburn,  jr.  4  mo. 

30  Elizabeth  Francis,  60 
Samuel  A.  Appleton*  2 

31  Winslow  Jiger, 
Sally  Hacker, 

John  Comiely,  24 

Dropsy  1,   stillborn  2,   dysentery  2,  drowned  1,  diar- 

rhosa  1,   debility  1,    dyspepsia  1,    decline  1,    croup  3, 

cholera  morbus  1,  consumption  2,  canker  1,    hydrotho- 

rax  1,  inflammation  of  head  2,  pleurisv  1,   unknown  7. 


OCT.  A.  MARCH  will  commence  his  course  of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in  Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
18th.  Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the  best  method  t© 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science." 

FARTHER    NOTICE. 

The  subscriber  has  it  in  his  power  to  give  notice  to 
the  public  that  Dr.  Dorr,  a  man  of  experience  in  ope- 
rative surgery,  will  give  a  summary  course  of  Lectures 
on  practical  surgery,  illustrated  by  operations,  and  con- 
nected or  interspersed  with  the  above  course  of  Ana- 
tomical  Lectures. 

ffc*7=-  Tickets  for  both  branches,  Ten  Dollars. 

Nor.  4.         4t.  ALDEN  MARCH. 
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Inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  and  kidnics. 

Mrs.  C.  set.  about  70,  had,  for  several  year?, 
slight  attacks  of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  dis- 
tension, supposed  by  her  physician  to  arise  from 
an  effused  fluid.  Under  these  pains,  she  took 
pills  of  gamboge,  scammony,  &,c.  and  readily  re- 
covered. She  was  attacked,  Jan.  18,  1823,  by 
severe  pains  in  the  loins  and  abdomen,  with  great 
tenderness  upon  pressure.  She  was  treated  as 
before,  and  died,  the  3rd  day.  During  her  sick- 
ness, she  passed  no  urine  ;  the  catheter  hail  been 
introduced  without  effect. 

I  did  not  see  her  till  30  hours  after  death, 
when  I  was  requested  to  examine  the  body.  Up- 
on cutting  into  the  abdomen,  large  quantities  of 
fetid  gas  escaped.  The  greater  part  of  the  ab- 
dominal peritoneum  was  covered  with  coagu- 
lated lymph,  in  many  places  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  thick.  Upon  removing  it,  the  vessels  of 
this  membrane  were  found  enlarged,  and  inject- 
ed with  blood  of  a  very  bright  colour.  The  in- 
testines, very  much  distended  with  flatus,  were 
in  many  places  of  a  deep  scarlet  colour,  and,  in 
others,  covered  with  thick  coagulated  lymph, 
very  easily  separated.  There  seemed  to  be 
greater  inflammation  in  the  parts  of  the  intes- 
tines in  contact  with  each  other,  than  in  those  in 
contact  with  the  abdominal  peritoneum.  The 
omentum,  which  was  quite  fat,  seemed  folded 
and  crowded  into  the  right  side,  where  it  had 
formed  adhesions,  apparently  old,  with  the  ab- 
dominal peritoneum.  The  stomach  was  slight- 
ly inflamed,  the  spleen  healthy,  the  liver  not 
perfectly  natural,  and  rather  small,  the  bile  light 
yellow ;  a  considerable  quantity  of  it  was  in  the 
duodenum. 

The  kidnies,  surrounded  by  a  great  deal  of 
fat,  were  rather  small;  the  inside  was  of  a  dark 
purple  colour,  crowded  with  blood,  soft,  and  al- 
most wholly  disorganized.  No  urine  was  in  the 
pelves  of  the  kidnies,  nor  in  the  ureters,  both  of 
which  were  pervious,  and  of  the  natural  appear- 
ance. The  bladder  seemed  healthy,  very  much 
contracted,  and  emptjr,  the  uterus  in  its  natural 
state.  The  chest  and  head  were  not  examined. 
New-  York,  October,  1823.  john  bell,  m.  d. 

HOOPING-COUGH. 
Few  contagious  diseases  of  children  are  more 
productive  of  anxiety  in  parents.  Dr.  Thomas 
calls  hooping-cough  a  convulsive  cough,  inter- 
rupted by  a  full,  sonorous  inspiration,  and  re- 
turning in  fits,  usually  terminated  by  vomiting 
or  expectoration.  The  disease  makes  its  attack 
in  a  slow  and  insidious  manner,  and  for  two  or 
three  weeks  is  disguised  under  the  appearance 
of  common  catarrh.  At  this  period  the  parox- 
ysms of  coughing  become  more  frequent  and  se- 
vere. The  expirations  peculiar  to  coughing  are 
more  rapid  than  usual,  and  after  several  of  these, 
convulsively  made,  sudden,  full  inspiration  suc- 
ceeds, in  which  the  air,  rushing  through  the  glot- 
tis with  unusual  celerity,  causes  a  hooping  sound  ; 
then  convulsive  cough  is  again  renewed,  til!  mu- 
cus is  thrown  up  from  the  lungs,  or  vomition 
takes  place,  and  the  patient  resumes  his  amuse- 
ments. 


In  favourable  terminations,  the  paroxysms  be- 
come less  frequent  and  severe,  till  they  entirely 
cease.  A  specific  contagion  is  probably  the 
cause  of  this  disease;  it  Is  frequently  epidemic, 
not  peculiar  to  any  climate  or  sea-son.  It  never 
affects  the  same  person  more  than  oace,  obtains 
mostly  among  children,  and  in  them  is  most  dan 
gerous.  It  has  occurred  without  possibility  of 
deriving  it  from  others. 

Longer  interval  succeeds  a  fit  terminated  by 
vomiting,  than  by  mere  ordinary  expectoration. 
In  very  young  children,  the  matter,  expecto- 
rated at  the  close  of  a  fit,  is  swallowed,  the  sto- 
mach soon  becomes  loaded;  hence  vomiting  is 
more  frequent  than  in  people  who  spit  the  mat- 
ter expectorated.  If  irritability  of  the  stomach 
exists,  why  do  children  return  to  their  food  im- 
mediately after  vomiting?  We  do  not  find  the 
stomach  materially  impaired  in  any  of  its  func- 
tions; dissections  have  never  shown  any  dis- 
ease of  it.  Dr.  Thomas  says  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  cough  seems  to  be  a  phlegm  on  the 
bronchia;  wind-pipe  and  fauces,  which  adheres 
so  as  to  be  expectorated  with  greatest  difficulty. 
The  manner  in  which  this  disease  commences, 
the  convulsive  and  spasmodic  cough,  the  relief 
from  expectoration,  lead  us  to  conclude,  to  the 
parts  immediately  concerned  in  respiration,  we 
should  look  for  the  seat  of  the  disease. 

In  dissections  of  those  who  have  died  of  hoop- 
ing cough,  the  lungs  have  exhibited  appear- 
ances highly  morbid  ;  in  the  trachea  and  its 
ramifications  were  vestiges  of  recent  inflam- 
mation ;  the  bronchia;  and  air  cells  near  their 
bifurcations  were  filled  with  whitish  mucus, 
looking  like  pus.  In  an  instance  related  by  Dr. 
Watt,  a  large  abscess  was  in  the  lungs.  Proba- 
bly in  this  as  in  other  instances,  the  contagion 
ceases  at  length  to  act,  and  the  disease  then 
continues,  as  in  other  convulsive  affections,  by 
habit  alone. 

Infants  are  giost  liable  to  this  disease ;  in  them 
danger  is  greatest.  A  physician  nay  do  much 
by  relieving  urgent  symptoms.  In  the  early 
stage,  if  the  patient  be  plethoric,  of  quick,  full 
pulse,  with  other  febrile  symptoms,  venesection 
proves  particularly  serviceable  :  in  this  country, 
even  when  the  habit  is  not  full,  difficulty  of 
breathino-  and  other  symptoms  of  inflammation 
of  the  organs  of  respiration  indicife  the  use  of 
the  lancet,  and,  unless  contra-indicated  by  some 
peculiar  circumstances  in  the  habit  or  previous 
health  of  the  patient,  will  always  be  found  of  de- 
cided benefit.  Nothing  can  be  more  obvious 
than  the  utility  of  gentle  emetics  in  loosening 
the  phlegm  attached  to  the  wind-pipe  and  fau- 
ces. 

Of  laxatives,  the  most  cooling  and  gentle  are 
best.  Nauseating  doses,  by  determining  to  the 
surface,  are  useful  ;  also  blister;  to  the  chest, 
where  rsuch  difficulty  of  breathing  remains  after 
bleeding.  Tincture  of  opium,  to  the  thorax  and 
upper  part  of  the  abdomen  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  seldom  fails  to  moderate  cough,  an  i  abate 
all  the  distressful  symptoms.  Perhaps  the  best 
external  application  is  composed  of  oil  of  amber 


and  vol.  spt.  amnion,  rubbed  on  the  chest  anc? 
soles  of  the  feet  several  times  a  day.  When  in- 
flammatory symptoms  have  subsided,  when  the 
cough  see.ns  continued  merely  by  force  of  habit 
or  debility,  stimulants  and  tonics  are  proper. — 
The  air  of  Derbyshire,  Eng.  is  said  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  this  disease  in  a  very  short  time. 
The  atmosphere  in  the  vicinity  of  those  immense 
quarries  of  lime-stone,  probably  absorbs  carbon- 
ic acid  gas  from  the  lime,  and  consequently  loses 


oxygen. 

"Pitlsficld,  Nov.  1,  1823. 


T 


For  several  months  past,  we  have  had,  in  and 
near  this  town,  a  vey  severe  typhus,  uniformbj 
attended  with  very  apparent  deficiency  of  vital 
power  in  the  brain  and  uervous  system.  The 
patients  are  nei-er  warmer  than  in  health;  in 
the  apyrexia,  there  is  often  the  coldness  of 
death.  However,  the  mortality  has  not  exceed- 
ed one  case  in  25  or  30,  in  this  town. 

Our  fever  appears  to  be,  originally,  a  disease 
of  five  or  seven  days  ;  it  is  protracted  sometimes 
to  three,  rarely  four  weeks.  It  has  proved  fa- 
tal in  24  or  48  hours,  in  several  instances,  in  the 
neighbouring  towns,  more  g-enerally  in  five  or 
seven  days  ;  if  prolonged  beyond  that  period,  it 
resembles  other  kinds  of  low  typhus,  and  the  pa- 
tient pretty  certainly  recovers.  It  has  no  putrid 
symptoms,  febrile  smell,  nor  disturbance  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  except  excessive  torpor  or  ir- 
ritability of  the  stomach.  I  never  saw  blisters 
to  the  head,  and  external  stimulants  in  general, 
do  so  well,  in  any  other  epidemic.  The  most 
free  use  of  them  seems  indispensable,      t.  miner. 

Middlctown,  Con.  Oct.  31,  1823. 


An  old  member  of  the  Bordeaux-parliament, 
named  Castelnaux,  declared  himself  a  lover  of 
rhe  Queen,  and  was  generally  known  by  that 
appellation.  Eor  ten  successive  years  he  follow- 
ed the  court  in  all  its  excursions.  Pale  and 
wan,  his  appearance  occasioned  most  uncomfort- 
able sensations.  During  the  two  hours  that  the 
Queen's  public  card-parties  lasted,  he  would  re- 
main fixed  opposite  her,  placed  himself  in  the 
same  manner  before  her  at  chapel,  and  never 
failed  to  be  at  the  King's  dinner,  or  the  grand 
convert.  At  the  theatre,  he  invariably  seated 
himself  as  near  her  box  as  possible,  always  set 
off  for  Fontainbleau,  or  St.  Cloud,  the  day  be- 
fore the  court ;  when  she  arrived  at  her  va- 
rious residences,  he  was  the  first  person  she  met. 
He  never  spoke  to  any  one. 

While  she  was  at  Petit  Trianon,  he  became 
more  annoj'ing.  He  would  hastily  swallow  his 
morsel  at  some  eating  house,  and  spend  the  rest 
of  the  day,  even  when  it  rained,  in  going  round 
the  garden,  always  walking  at  the  edge  of  the 
moat.  She  frequently  met  him  when  she  was 
walking  alone  or  with  her  children.  M.  de  Seze, 
the  celebrated  advocate,  talked  to  him  nearly  an 
hour,  and  made  considerable  impression  on  his 
mind  :  at  last,  M.  de  Castelnaux  requested  me  to 
inform  the  Queen,  that  positively,  "ince  his  pres- 
ence was  disagreeable  to  her4  he  would  retire  to* 
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his  province.  Half  an  hour  after  M.  de  Seze  was 
gone,  the  madman  came  to  tell  me  he  had  not 
sufficient  command  of  himself  to  give  up  seeing 
the  Queen  as  often  as  possible. 

On  the  arrest  of  the  King  and  Queen  at  Va- 
rennes,  Castelnaux  attempted  to  starve  himself 
to  death.  The  people  in  whose  house  he  lived, 
becoming  uneasj"  at  his  absence,  had  the  doors 
of  his  room  forced  open,  where  he  was  found, 
stretched  senseless  on  the  Ooor.  1  do  not  know 
what  became  of  him  after  the  10th  of  August. 


The  first  time  I  saw  the  Queen  after  she  came 
from  Varennes,  her  features  were  not  much  al- 
tered :  she  took  oft*  her  cap,  and  desired  me  to 
observe  the  effect  grief  had  produced  on  her 
hair.  It  became,  in  one  night,  as  white  as  that 
of  a  woman  of  70  ;  she  was  in  her  36th  year. — 
Madam  Campa;st,  lstjeimne  de  chambre  to  ike  Queen. 

In   another   place,   Madam  C.    says,   "  1 


was 


struck  with  the  astonishing  change  misfortune 
had  wrought  on  her  features.  Her  whole  head 
of  hair  had  turned  almost  white,  during  the  tran- 
sit from  Varennes  to  Paris. 


{^Omitted  be  I  ict  en  5th  and  6th  paragraph,  last  col.  p.  99.) 
10  days  after,  the  writer  rode  30  miles,  made 
a  very  satisfactory  visit  of  a  few  weeks,  return- 
ed, and  thus  wrote  : 

Being  stronger  than  I  have  been  a  long  time, 
I  resume  walking,  to  which  1  have  been  accus- 
tomed for  some  years,  and  which  has  always 
agreed  with  me  better  than  any  other  exercise. 
I  began  gently  ;  in  2  or  3  days,  took  a  walk  of 
3  miles;  (I  used  to  walk  8  or  10.)  I  had  pain 
in  my  foot.  There  being  no  pain  the  morning, 
i  continued  my  walks  ;  about  the  fourth  day,  from 
the  pains  in  the  first  joint  of  the  great  toe,  1  had 
to  walk  lame,  and  for  two  days  relinquish  walk- 
ing. One  night  I  was  kept  awake  several  hours 
by  sharp  shooting  pains  in  my  toe,  coming  by 
fits  of  10  or  12  minutes  ;  my  foot  was  very  hot; 
in  the  morning  it  was  not  swelled  or  inflamed. 
1  have  had  little  pain  since  ;  it  has  gone  by  de- 
grees. During  the  pain,  my  head  and  eyes 
were  perfectly  well:  nozt.\  I  often  have  a  disa- 
greeable sensation  of  fulness  and  uneasiness  in 
xny  eyes,  which  turns  to  pain  if  I  use  them. 

Since  I  have  begun  to  walk  again,  my  legs 
swell  towards  night,  and  retain  marks  of  pres- 
sure made  on  them;  in  the  morning,  the  swell- 
ing is  not  quite  gone  ;  it  is  much  the  same  sort 
of  swelling,  not  violent,  !  have  been  accustom- 
ed to  in  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  and  ex- 
lends  half  way  up  to  the  knee.  I  have  some 
pain  in  my  right  side,  extending  up  under  the 
shoulder-blade.  Within  the  last  fortnight  I  have 
grown  fat.  1  have  always  grown  fat  or  thin  in 
a  very  short  time.  1  have  had  twitches,  not  so 
decided,  several  times  in  tht  same  joint  of  the 
right  foot.  Soon  after,  I  went  to  Italy,  in  a  very 
weak  state  ;  I  gradually  gained  strength. 


In  the  body  of  a  military  officer,  the  stomach, 
fart  of  the  colon,  and  half  of  the  spleen,  had  en- 
?ered  the  chest  through  cartilaginous  rings  in 
the  diaphragm,  strongly  adherent  to  the  organs. 
The  colon  entered  at  the  left  side  and  made  its 
exit  at  the  middle.  The  lungs  were  thin  and 
withered,  the  right  side  of  the  chest  filled  with 
serum,  the  heart  very  large. — Hist.  Acad.  1729. 
{See  Med.  Intelligencer,  p.  58,  col.  2V). 


Nocturnal  visions,  or  frightful  dreams,  are 
common  forerunners  of  delirium  ;  they  are  often 
carried  into  intense  wakeful  reverie,  specially 
in  literary  people  of  delicate  health.  In  them, 
imagination  becomes  wonderfully  affected  ;  ap- 
proaches to  insanity  appear  long  before  the  ac- 
cession of  any  cause  sufficient  to  produce  an  ab- 
solute paroxysm. 

A  maniacal  paroxysm  is  generally  preceded 
by  uncommon  giow  of  spirits,  great  warmth  of 
the  passions.  For  a  time,  these  are  not  unusu- 
ally in  considerable  subjection  ;  but  the  mind,  in 
this  state,  seeks  for  situations  unfavourable  to 
its  calmness.  Some  sufferers  form  indiscreet, 
hasty  attachments,  which,  leading  to  disappoint- 
ment, hastens,  or  perhaps  induces  mania.  Some 
rush  into  imprudent  commercial  engagements  : 
others  to  religious  speculation,  run  from  one 
place  of  worship  to  another,  preferring  those 
where  the  passions  are  most  excited. 

These  high  spirits  often  excite  a  man  to  take 
more  wine  Uian  usual.  A  person  thus  affected, 
from  being  abstemious,  reserved,  and  modest, 
shall  drink  freely,  talk  boldly,  obscenely,  swear, 
sit  up  till  midnight,  sleep  little,  rise  suddenly 
from  bed,  go  a  hunting,  return  again  immediate- 
ly, set  all  his  servants  to  work,  and  employ  five 
times  the  necessary  number ;  every  thing  he 
says  or  does  betraj'S  the  most  violent  agitation  of 
mind,  which  he  cannot  correct ;  yet  he  will  not 
misplace  one  word,  or  give  the  least  reason  for 
any  one  to  think  he  imagines  things  to  exist, 
that  do  not,  or  that  things  appear  to  him  differ- 
ent from  what  they  do  to  other  people.  Peo- 
ple who  see  him  but  seldom,  admire    his   vivac- 

Violence  and  intensity  of  mind  on  all  subjects 
which  interest  it,  mark  a  tendency  to  insanity. — 
Though  no  absolute  act  of  insanity  is  committed, 
the  mind  is  often  unable  to  bear  that  stimulus  or 
exertion,  which  would  even  be  necessary  to  it, 
in  a  state  of  sanity. 

Partial  insanity  seems  to  arise  from  an  acci- 
dental cause  acting  with  excess  on  the  mind 
This  remark  applies  to  all  the  objects  which  oc- 
cupy the  attention  so  as  to  prevent  other  impres- 
sions from  receiving  the  notice  necessary  to  for- 
mation of  sane  ideas.  The  same  passions,  tak- 
ing different  directions,  do  mischief,  and  cure  it 
alternately.  The  art  of  counteracting  the  pas- 
sions by  others  of  equal  or  superiour  force,  is  an 
important  department  of  medicine. 

An  insane  woman,  near  Stone,  Bedfordshire, 
Eng.  threw  herself  into  a  well,  near  20  feet  deep, 
in  which  was  about  five  feet  of  water.  Finding 
her  situation  painful  and  inconvenient,  she  cried 
for  help;  a  ladder  being  put  down,  she  ascended 
it,  without  having  received  injury.  She  instant- 
ly recovered  her  reason. 


tie  to  the  passion,  though  he  is  conscious  of  it. 
When  we  attend  to  our  minefs  operations,  pre- 
sent, or  remembered,  it  is  called  reflection,  intui- 
tion, giving  a  conviction  of  things  in  the  mind,  as 
seeing  gives  of  objects  of  sight ;  the  power  by 
which  the  mind  turns  its^view  inward,  and  ob- 
serves its  actions.  reid. 


La  nature  a  determine  la  mesure  de  plaisir  et 
de  douleur  a  laquelle  arriverait  la  sensibility  de 
Phomme,  et  qu'elle  ne  franchirait  qu'auperil  de 
1'individu. 

Toute  excitation  de  plaisir  ou  de  douleur  qui 
excede  cette  mesure,  de  maniere  a  epuiser  en 
quelque  sorte  la  sensibilite,  est  mortelle;  si  cette 
excitation,  sans  sortir  de  la  mesure  naturelle, 
s'eleve  neanmoins  a  un  degre  superieur  a  celui 
qu'elle  offre  habituellement,  ii  en  resulte  alors 
l'etat  de  passion. 

Toute  passion  sera,  un  exces  de  sensibilite,  un 
developpement  trop  energique  de  la  puissance 
vitale;  elle  consistera  en  des  mouvemenis  orga- 
mques  trop  violemment  excites. 

L'art  d'etre  hureux  et  moral  se  reduit  a  main- 
tenir  ou  a  exciter  dans  l'organisation  des  mouve- 
mens  qui  conservent  on  retablissent  la  sensibili- 
te dans  son  type  naturel,  et  laissent  ainsi  a  Fac- 
tion du  principle  vital  sa  regular! te,  son  integri- 
ty, et  sa  force — Lescrimes  de  laphilosophie,p.  218. 

■ \^v< 

La  nature  a  des  resources  qui  n'appartiennent 
qu1  a  elle.  Le  medecin  la  seconde  ;  c"est  de  la 
reunion  de  leurs  efforts  que  le  malade  puise  la 
sante  et  la  vie. 

Frequemment  les  affections  s'usent  d'elles- 
mernes  lorsqu'on  les  abandonne  a  la  nature,  et 
cessent  apres  un  certain  nombre  d'acces.  C'est 
vraisemblablement  la  la  cause  principale  de  l'o- 
pinion  de  plusieurs  medecins,  qui  ont  pretendu 
avoir  gueri  ces  maladies  dans  tous  les  cas  qui  se 
sont  offerts  a  eux. 

La  nature  guerit  souvent  lorsqu'on  n'entrave 
pas  sa  marche  ;  ii  faut  avoir  la  plus  grande  re- 
serve dans  1'emploi  des  raoyens  perturbateurs. 


Though  the  mind  is,  of  all  objects,  nearest  to 
us,  and  seems  most  within  our  reach,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  attend  to  its  operations.  "  The  un- 
derstanding, like  the  eye,  whilst  it  makes  us  see 
other  things,  takes  no  notice  of  itself;  it  requires 
art  and  pains  to  set  it  at  a  distance,  and  make  it 
its  own  object." 

We  are  conscious  of  many  things  to  which  we 
give  little  or  no  attention.  We  can  hardly  at- 
tend to  several  things  at  the  same  time ;  we  com- 
monly attend  to  the  object  of  our  thoughts,  rare- 
ly to  the  thought  itself.  When  one  is  angry,  he 
attends   to  the  offence,  or  the  offender,  verj  lit-; 


Leech — the  back  of,  has  a  cuticle  ;  this  being 
taken  off  after  maceration  of  the  dead  leech  in 
water,  5  or  6  days,  the  colour  of  the  back  will 
be  nearly  as  that  of  the  beli}7.  A  leech  was  bi- 
sected about  his  middle,  and  then  put  back  into 
water;  on  the  fifth  day  the  part  which  contain- 
ed the  head  grew  knotty,  and  on  the  8th  day, 
died.  The  parts  were  not  very  active  for  some 
time  after  the  bisection.  A  bloody  substance 
oozed  from  the  wound,  in  both  parts,  for  3  days, 
so  as  to  tingle  tbe  water.  The  tail-part  increas- 
ed in  activity  daily ;  the  wound  appeared  heal- 
ing. I  kept  it  3  weeks  after  the  bisection,  when 
some  one  threw  it  away. 


INTERNAL  DROPSY  OF  THE  BRAIN, 
is  a  collection  of  water  in  the  ventricles  just; 
below  the  corpus  callosum.  Water  is  sometimes 
found,  1st,  between  the  skull  and  dura  mater  ; 
2d,  between  this  and  the  pia  mater  ;  3d,  under 
the  pia  mater  on  the  surface  of  the  brain  ;  4fh, 
in  capsules  in  the  brain  ;  5th,  the  collection  of 
water  presents  a  soft  tumour,  sometimes  resem- 
bling an  excrescence,  in  either  side  or  the 
back  of  the  head,  its  magnitude  varying  from 
that  of  an  egg,  to  the  size  of  a  head  or  bigger  ; 
sometimes  containing  portions  of  the  brain,  in 
the  cavity  of  which  there  has  been  water  com- 
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municating  with  either  of  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain,  through  a  smaller  or  larger  aperture  of 
the  tender  bone  of  the  cranium,  where  the  tu- 
mour has  been  annexed. 

Whytt  says,  "  although  there  seems  to  be  a 
communication  between  the  two  anterior  ventri- 
cles, yet  in  two  cases,  he  found  one  much  dis- 
tended, the  other  containing  little  water.  From 
the  adhesion  between  the  skull  and  dura  mater, 
water  between  them  is  very  common  ;  between 
the  dura  and  pia  mater,  it  is  found  in  small  quan- 
tities. Where  water  has  been  found  between 
the  pia  mater  and  brain,  it  has  besides  been 
found  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  whence  it 
probably  issued.  The  arachnoid  being  cellular, 
when  water  is  contained  between  the  pia  mater 
and  brain,  there  is  an  appearance  as  though  a 
jelly  were  poured  over  the  brain. 

The  disease  sometimes  takes  place  before 
birth,  so  that  delivery  is  difficult  01  impossible  ; 
sometimes  soon  after  birth.  Fothergiil  seldom 
met  with  it  in  patients  under  3  years;  most  fre- 
quently from  5  to  10;  2  or  3  from  10  to  13 ;  2 
from  17  to  19.  Of  20  patients  whom  Whytt 
lost,  one  was  under  one  and  a  half  year,  the  rest 
between  2  and  16  years.  Dobson  mentions  a 
family,  in  which  the  disease  had  proved  fatal  to 
3  of  the  children,  and  he  believes  attacked  the 
fourth,  who  recovered.  The  disease  is  found 
more  among  healthy,  lively  children,  than  among 
the  puny ;  in  these  last,  it  is  generally  less  rapid 
in  its  approach,  and  less  violent.  Watson  found 
a  large  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  cavities  of  the 
brain  of  a  previously  strong,  healthy  man,  30 
years  old,  who  died  convulsed,  after  several  days 
of  lethargic  stupor.  Cheselden  found  the  ven- 
tricles and  substance  of  the  brain  full,  in  <i  man 
who  died  of  apoplexy.  Johnstone,  of  Kidder- 
minster, found  one  and  a  half  oz.  in  the  veniri- 
cles  of  a  boy,  10  years  old,  who  died  in  the  par- 
oxysm of  epilepsy;  Dr.  Simmons,  of  St.  Luke's 
Hospital,  London,  found  water  between  the  pia 
mater  and  brain  of  6  maniacs;  in  each  of  these 
he  found  water  in  the  ventricles,  except  in  one 
case  ;  here,  the  lateral  ventricles  did  not  seem 
to  contain  more  fluid  than  in  health  ;  their  capa- 
city seemed  preternaturally  enlarged,  as  did  the 
communication  between  them  and  the  iter  ad  in- 
iundibulum,  as  if  they  had  been  formerly  dis- 
tended. Morgagni  mentions  two  cases  of  the 
same  kind ;  several  also  of  the  kind,  in  what  he 
terms  serous  apoplexy,  and  in  people  who  died 
of  lethargy. 

The  projections  are  very  considerable,  at  the 
centre  of  ossification,  whence  the  frontal,  occip- 
ital, and  parietal  bones  originate  ;  the  membra- 
nous divisions  between  these  bones  ate  very 
wide,  the  bones  very  thin ;  there  are  frequently 
broad  spots  of  membrane  in  the  bone.  The  cra- 
nium is  almost  always  equally  dilated,  but  rather 
more  so  forward  and  upward,  i.  e.  where  no  ex- 
ternal resistance  is;  therefore  the  forehead  is 
broad  and  high,  and  being  prominent  over  the 
eyes,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  face,  these  ap- 
pear narrow  and  short.  The  bones  of  the  skull 
are  distended  one  from  another  before  they  have 
had  time  to  fasten  together  by  their  sutures,  so 
that  the  space  betwixt  them  increases  gradually, 
and  may  be  felt,  as  the  fontanelle  of  young  chil- 
dren. The  back  of  the  orbits  is  protruded. — 
Watson  saw  a  girl,  6  years  old,  whose  septum 
iucidum  was   perfectly   opaque.     Dr.   Simmons 


mentions  an  insane  Quaker,  40  years  of  age,  in 
whom  it  was  more  than  twice  its  natural  thick- 
ness.    The  upper  part  of  the  brain  has  been  so 


tremely  so,  particularly  about  the  angles  of  l"e 
forehead. 

Palsy,  epilepsy,  gutta  serena,    &.c.  sometimes 


compressed  as  to  be  no  thicker  than  paste-board,  follow  dropsy  in  the  head.     At  other  times,  the 
without  the  least  sign  of  convolutions.  !  senses  have  continued   perfect,  when   the    brain 


After  the  water  had  been  evacuated  from  the 
skull  of  a  boy,  5  years  old,  it  appeared  so  emp- 
ty, most  who  saw  it,  thought  the  brain  wanting. 
It  had  assumed  the  form  of  an  arched  vault;  its 
medulla  was  so  distended  by  water,  it  adhered 
on  all  sides  like  a  thick  membrane,  to  the  arch- 
ed surface  of  the  disjointed  bones.  The  brain  is 
sometimes  softened,  sometimes  hardened  by  this 
pressure.  In  a  child,  at  Halifax,  it  was  com- 
pressed to  the  size  of  a  small  hen's  egg,  support- 
ed by  the  tentorium,  and  so  firm  as  to  resist  the 
knife,  almost  as  much  as  the  kidney.  In  a  fe- 
tus, extracted  from  the  parent  with  great  diffi- 
culty, the  lobes  of  the  brain,  depressed  by  the 
incumbent  tymph,  were  flattened  to  the  level  of 
the  corpus  callosum.  The  rest  of  the  brain, 
medulla  oblongata,  and  one  lobe  of  the  cerebel- 
lum, were  squeezed  to  a  pap.  Lymph  appear- 
ed to  have  been  collected  in  the  internal  and  ex- 
ternal part  of  the  head. 

During  this  disease,  the  growth  of  the  body 
goes  on  very  slowly.  In  a  girl,  2r  years  old, 
whose  head, in  7  months,  had  increased  to  a  won- 
derful size,  the  skull  was  entirely  membranous, 
with  only  so  much  bone  as  equalled  the  skull, 
before  it  grew  immoderately.  The  limbs  are 
generally  small,  slender  and  lean  ;  it  is  often 
difficult  for  the  patient  to  support  the  head, 
much  less  to  erect  the  whole  body ;  the  child 
grows  more  deformed,  by  confinement  to  bed. 
Those  wlio  have  continued  long  in  this  situation, 
have  seldom  learnt  to  speak  distinctly,  seldom 
show  a  good  understanding,  and  often  have  some 
fault  in  the  external  senses. 

The  skull  of  a  hydrocephalous  patient  is  now 
before  me,  the  age  about  4  years.  The  diame- 
ter from  forehead  to  occiput  is  7  in.  and  eight 
tenths  ;  depth  from  the  crown  to  the  occipital 
hole  is  7  in.  ;  greatest  breadth,  7  in.  and  eight 
tenths;  diameter  of  the  circle,  of  which  the  up- 
per jaw  is  half,  1  in.  and  three  fourths.  The 
skull  is  membranous  for  a  space  on  the  crown  of 
5  inches  transversely,  and  2  and  a  half  longitudi- 
nally, interrupting  the  coronal  suture,  which  is 
further  interrupted  in  its  course  in  several 
places  by  smaller  membranes.  The  bones  are 
exceedingly  thin ;  the  left  frontal  and  parietal 
interrupted  about  their  centre.  That  part  of  the 
side  of  the  skull  which  supports  the  anterior  por- 
tion of  the  lobes  of  the  brain,  and  forms  the  up- 
per surface  of  the  orbit,  instead  of  going  off  from 
the  circumference  of  the  skull  at  little  more  than 
a  right  angle,  leaves  it  at  a  much  greater  angle, 
making,  with  the  lower  parietes  of  the  orbit,  an 
angle  as  much  less,  consequently  the  orbit  is 
as  much  lessened.  The  upper  jaw  has  13  teeth, 
in  11  of  which  the  enamel  only  remains;  the 
other  two  teeth  have  not  yet  emerged  from  the 
gums. 

In  another  skull,  on  my  fable,  of  an  hydroce- 
phalous patient,  all  the  bones  are  far  separated 
at  the  sutures.  I  count  9  membranous  portions 
in  the  right  frontal  bone,  3  in  the  left,  and  most 
all  of  them  immediately  over  the  eyes;  6  in  the 
left  parietal,  towards  the  occiput,  2  on  the  right 
of  the  occipital  hole,  1  on  the  left.  The  bones 
are  throughout  much  thinned,  in  some  places  ex- 


has  been  pressed  by  a  large  fluid. 
(7'o  be  Continued.') 

WVI, 

Bliss  &  White,  of  New- York,  are  about  publishing 
an  u  Essay  on  Typhus  Fever,  by  Nathan  Smith,  M.  D. 
Prof,  of  Physic  and  Surgery  in  Yale  College. " 

Errafa:— -P.  23,  c.  3, 1.  39,  for  neel,  read  neck  ;  1.  29, 
for  thyroidem,  read  thyroideum  ;  p.  45,  c.  1,  1.  12,  for 
pediluvium  or  bath  read  fool-bath  ;  1.  3o,  for  aroch,  read 
arach  ;  p.  50,  c.  3,  1.  17,  for  longus,  read  Tongum  ;  1.  18, 
for  breris,  read  breve  ;  p.  23,  c.  2,  1.  7,  b.  for  pondeosity, 
read  ponderosity  ;  last  line,  for  in,  read  an  :  c.  3,  1.  18, 
dele  in  with  :  p.  62,  c.  2,  1.  22  b.  for  system,  read  sys- 
tem of :  c.  3,  1.  18,  for  pleregoid,  read  pterygoid  ;  p.  73, 
c.  2,  1,  28,  for  inferior,  read  interior  ;  p.  74,  c.  1,1.  27, 
b.  for  suppuration,  read  suppression :  p.  58,  col.  2,  1.  4, 
b.  add,  In  Bulletin  de  la  Facaulte  de  Med.  de  Paris,  is 
an  account  of  one  born  Dec.  7,  1817  ;  p.  23,  c.  3,  1.  29; 
for  epiphi,  read  epiphy  ;  p.  45,  c.  1,1.  22,  for  muriate, 
read  muriatic  ;  p.  46,  c.  2,  1.  24,  for  Reumeur,  read 
Reaumur  ;  p.  47,  c.  3,  1.  24,  for  Larry,  read  Larrey  ; 
p.  50,  c.  2,  1.  20,  for  condoyles,  read  condyles  ; ,  p.  51,  c. 
2,  1.  6,  for  hypoclwnde,  read  hypochondre  :  p.  52,  c.  3', 
1.  30,  for  sagatal,  read  sagittal  ;  p.  57,  c.  1,  1.  43  &  44 
dele  ;  p.  75,  c.  2,  1.  23  b.  for  art,  read  at  ;  p.  74,  c.  2-, 
1.  43,  dele  Jane  20  ;  c.  2,  1.  17  b.  for  were,  read  was. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS    IN    BOSTON,  ENDING    NO- 
VEMBER 7,   FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Oct.  Age, 

30     Sally  N.  Henley,  16  mo. 

Mary  A.  G.  Shepherd, 


Nov. 
1 


2 
3 


Barnabas  T.  Runey, 
James  Livingston, 
John  Howe, 
Harriet  Hubbard, 
Salome  Mott, 
Margaret  O'Donald, 
Fliza  C.  Kingsley, 
Elizabeth  Moore, 
Elijah  Woodward, 
Geoige  Chamberlin, 
David  H.  Crocker, 
Ann  Catharine  Ludlow, 
Catharine  Kyles, 
Caleb  B.  Munroe, 
Nancy  Wing, 
John  K.  Farrell, 

Robinson, 

Frances  Ann  Chester, 
James  O.  Wentworth, 
John  Bryant, 
Mary  Pollard, 
Hannah  James, 
Isabella  T.  Haveg, 
Bislow. 


19 

24 

3  mo. 

85 

19  mo. 

20 

2 

12  mo. 

40 
7  mo. 
22 
35 
5  days 
41 

2  mo. 


11 

mo. 

10 

mo. 

51 

75 

47 

12 

mo. 

26 

3 

mo. 

48 

Lucy  Hays, 
7     Eliza  Lord, 
Mr.  Orr, 
Mr.  Dudley, 
Elijah  Coe, 
Burnt  1,  consumption  1,  cholera  infantum  1,  catarrh 
fever  1,  debility  1,  dysentery  2,    decay  1,   hydrocepha- 
lus internus  1,  infantile  1,  stillborn  2,  old  age  1,  typhus 
fever  1,  lung  fever  1,  qtiincy  1,  pleurisy  1,  unknown  8. 
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OCT.  A.  MARCH  will    commence  his   course   of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in   Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
8th.     Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the   best   method    to 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science.1' 


FARTHER    NOTICF. 

The  subscriber  has  it  in  his  power  to  give  rotice  fo 
the  public  that  Dr.  Dorr,  a  man  of  experience  in  ope- 
rative surgery,  will  give  a  summary  course  of  Lectures 
on  practical  surgery,  illustrated  by  operations,  and  corr- 
nected  or  interspersed  with  the  aoove  course  of  Ana- 
tomical Lectures. 

00=  Tickets  for  both  branckes,  Ten  Dollars. 
Nov.  4.        it.  ALDEN  MARCffi 
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Syphilis                ....  57 

Sclerotic  tumour  66 

Sea-sickness                 ...  #45 

Sphacelus  of  palate              ...  69 

Suicide,  91  ;  and  murder                -                -  100 

Uterus,  rupture  of  *68,  84 

Volition                   -                                         -  99 

Wounds,  incised  57 

Materia  medica  97 

Blood-root  1,  Cubebs  38,  Fox-glove  67,  Quicksilver 
72,  Swaim'spanacea  !  84  ;   nitro-muriatic  acid 

bath  97 
SURGERY. 

Amputation             -             -             -             -  4,  87 

Aneurism,  inguinal  (luith  a  plate)              -  30 

Brain  pierced  by  a  musket-ball  93 

Cancer  of  breast  11,  lips  35,  nose  3,  tongue  -          3 

Carcinoma  of  eye  37,  68,  perineum          -   ,  66 

Carious  skull             ...              »  64 

Castration              -              *              -              -  -         80 
Cataract              -              -               31,  46,  52,  56,  84,  96 

Club-foot           -----  28 

Dropsy  of  pericardium  97 

Excisioa  from  armpit  5,  jaw  73,  tibia              -  58 
Fracture  of  arm  35,  frontal   bone   27,  84,  jaw  63, 


nasal  bone  62,  80,  skull  80,  thig. 


HYGIENE. 
Digestion  -  -  10,  19,  38 

Dress            ....              .  18 

Exercise             -----  13 

Fire-work9            -             -              -              -  31 

Fruit  70 

Manufactures             ....  94 

Masturbation                 -                 -                 -  19 

Mind,  state  of,  conducive  to  ill  health             -  14 

Refinement,  false             -             -  14 

Sedentary  study             -             -             -             -  13 
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Hemorrhage,  umbilical  22,  uterine 

Hernia  ... 

Hydrocele  - 

Imperforate  anus 

Itch 

Knee  ... 

Luxation  82,  of  thigh 

Sphacelus  of  scrotum 

Stone  in  bladder 

Trephine  ... 

Ulcers  ... 

Wounds  by  cannon-balls 

Wry-neck 

INSTRUMENTS. 
Bedrid,  apparatus  for  people,  (with  cuts)  13  ;  cath- 
eter 13,98;  crotchet  for  placenta,  30;  hospitals, 
86,  92  ;  Napoleon-pillow!  54  ;  spines,  diseased, 
carriage  for,  80  ;  stone  in  bladder,  to  break 
31,  to  remove  45 

MEDICINE. 

Abortion 

Apoplexy  ... 

Bladder,  inflamed 

Blisters 

Bowels,  inflamed 

Bronchitis 

Burns 

Cases  of  prevalent  disease 

Cherry-stones  swallowed 

Cholera  ... 

Chronic  disease 
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Costivenesa 

Cow  pox  ... 

Croup  ... 

Dropsy,  abdominal  *79  ;  of  braia 

Drunkards,  disease  of 

Dysentery 

Dyspepsy 

Elephantiasis  -  . 

Epilepsy 

Fever  -'-"'"- 

"     in  a  horse 

"     intermittent 

"     puerperal 

"     spotted  ♦ 

"     typhous 

"     yellow 
Gonorrhoea 
Heart,  enlarged 
u      ossified 
"      spasms  of 
Headach,  99,  101  ;  periodic 
Hemiplegy 
Hemorrhage,  uterine 
Hip,  inflamed 

"    carious 
Hooping  cough 
Hydrophobia 
Hypochondria 
Hysteria 
Inflammation  - 
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52 

99 

78 

78 

101 

93 

74 

98 

84 

51,59 


"  of  peritoneum  and  kidnies 

Jefferson  co.  diseases  in 
Knee,  inflamed 
Lactation,  diseases  of' 
Leeches  swallowed 
Liver,  diseases  of  - 

Lungs,  diseases  of                 *  34,  35,  58,  67,  70 

"       abscesses  of  34 

"       hemorrhage  from              -  34,  38,  54,  67 

Mania,  puerperal  95 

Menstruation                 -                 -  -                 38 

Neural  gy                  -                  -  -                *3l 

Oysters,  diseases  after  eating  -                     73 

Plum-stones  swallowed                 -  -                 C6 

Pneumony                  -                  -  44,  46,  65,  69 

Puerperal  disease                    -  -                   *78 

Rattlesnake,  bite  of                   -  -                   52 

Rheumatism                 -  .              -  -               57,  85 

Salisbury,  N.  H.  journal  of  diseases  in       53,  61,  77,  81 


Stomach,  inflamed 

Tar,  vapour  of 

Tetanus 

Tubercles  in  abdomen 

"  in  lungs 

Tumour  of  breast 
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MEDICINE  LEGAL. 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOLS. 
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way 20 ;  Maine  -  2 

BIOGRAPHY. 
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ENLARGED  SPLEEN,  AND  DROPSY. 

E.  W.  B.  aet.  12 — 13  years,  in  the  winter  of 
1821,  had  a  slight  appearance  of  catamenia,  the 
only  one  in  her  life,  supposed  to  have  been  sup- 
pressed by  exposure  to  cold,  &c.  Immediately, 
she  complained  of  enlargement  in  the  region  of 
the  spleen  ;  a  hard  substance  could  be  distinctly 
traced  in  that  place,  attended  with  enlargement 
of  the  abdomen.  The  physicians  gave  her  a 
course  of  deobstruents,  with  no  benefit.  In  Ju- 
ly, 1821,  she  had  the  measles.  The  secondary 
fever  ran  high,  with  violent  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  tumour.  She  was  bled  2  or  3  times,  and 
put  upon  a  thorough  antiphlogistic  course,  which 
relieved  hei.  Calomel,  hemlock,  vesication,  &c. 
were  then  resorted  to,  with  little  benefit  as  to 
the  tumour;  her  general  health  rather  improv- 
ed. She  was  after  this,  through  life,  subject  to 
occasional  diarrhoea,  and  pain  in  the  side,  which 
venesection  usually  relieved.  She  once  had  a  vi- 
olent hemorrhage,  from  extraction  of  a  tooth, 
and  a  few  weeks  previous  to  her  decease,  a  vio- 
lent and  not  easily  restrained  hemorrhage  from 
the  nose.  From  this  time  she  declined  and  died, 
almost  a  skeleton,  of  a  dysenteric  affection,  Sept. 
12,  1823. 

In  the  abdomen,  which,  the  last  years  of  her 
life,  had  the  appearance  of  a  woman  in  the  6th 
or  7th  month  of  pregnancy,  we  found  about  two 
quarts  of  water.  In  dissection  over  the  tu- 
mour, evidences  of  former  inflammation  and  a 
number  of  morbid  adhesions  were  discovered. 
The  tumour  was  an  enlarged  spleen,  approach- 
ing to  scirrhus,  weighing  6  lb.  seven  ounces. 
-The  liver,  a  little  enlarged,  seemed  healthy,  al- 
so the  uterus  and  its  appendages.  Th»  dissec- 
tion extended  no  farther. 

Lee,  Mass.JVov.  6,  1823. 


DROPSY  OF  THE  PERICARDIUM. 
Between  the  pleura  and  intercostal  muscles  of 
a  dropsical  man,  I  found  a  great  collection  of 
greenish  water,  occupying  almost  the  whole  tho- 
racic cavity  :  the  pericardium  was  also  full  of 
water. — Haller  opusc.  path. 

A  phthisical  woman  had  great  difficulty  in  ly- 
ing on  the  left  side.  A  thin,  pellucid  cyst,  con- 
taining 8  lbs.  of  yellowish,  insipid  serosity,  was 
found  on  the  right  lungs,  which  were  pressed  bj 
it  into  a  very  small  space. — Storck. 

A  man  had,  for  two  years,  such  difficulty  of 
breathing,  he  was  obliged  to  sleep  sitting;  also 
slow  fever,  swelling  of  his  hands  and  feet,  scan- 
ty and  furbid  urine  ;  he  died  under  this  disease. 
There  was  no  effusion  in  the  thoracic  cavity  ;  in 
each  of  the  lungs  was  a  cyst,  5  or  6  inches  long, 
3  or  4  wide,  full  of  water. — Malast — mem.  de 
VAcad.  des  Scien.  1732. 

A  young  man  died  rather  suddenly,  after  an 
acute  paia  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  the 
sensation  of  a  liquid  leaking  from  it.  Both  pec- 
toral cavities  were  filled  by  two  cysts,  protrud- 
ing the  lobes  of  the  lungs. In  another  instance. 

several  thick  cysts,  containing  a  bluish,  opaque 
matter,  were  on  the  internal  face  of  the  right 
auricle  of  the  heart,  floating  in  it,  and  quite  filling 


its  cavity,  which  was  fully  developed  ;  they  were 
covered  with  its  inner  membrane. — Dupitytreti. 

A  dissector  in  Desault's  amphitheatre,  had,  a 
long  time,  a  dry  cough,  the  effect  of  change 
from  heat  to  cold.  Inconsiderable  at- first,  it  in- 
creased; shortly  habitual  difficulty  of  breathing 
was  added  to  it,  specially  when  he  ascended  a 
staircase  ;  otherwise,  there  was  no  dilatation  in 
the  precordial  region,  pain  on  lying  down,  or 
starting  from  sleep,  as  often  happens  in  dropsy 
of  the  chest.  Several  physicians,  successively 
consulted,  all  thought  there  was  chronic  affec- 
tion of  the  lungs,  and  prescribed  accordingly. — 
The  young  man  having  cut  himself  with  a  scalpel 
which  had  been  used  upon  a  subject  who  died 
with  putrid  fever,  experienced  in  a  little  while 
all  the  symptoms  of  it.  The  progress  of  the 
disease  was  rapid ;  he  died  (he  seventh  da}'. 
Difficulty  of  respiration  and  cough  increased 
considerably.  The  cause  of  the  affection  of  the 
thorax,  was  solely  3  pints  of  rfluid  in  the 
pericardium.  This  pushed  up  the  left  lobe  of 
the  lungs,  with  which  it  had  formed  adhesions. 
How  can  this  dropsy  be  evident,  there  are  so 
many  signs  to  impose,  so  few  characteristic,  so 
many  other  affections,  that  can  assume  the  form 
of  this,  which  itself  is  capable  of  assuming  the 
form  of  so  many  others  ? — Xav.  Bichat. 
(See  Med.  Int.  p.  97.) 


HERNIA. 
If  the  strangulation  be  inconsiderable,  the 
bath,  position  and  emollient  applications  will  al- 
ways be  sufficient  to  make  the  intestine  return, 
from  the  relaxation  effected  by  them.  In  some 
cases,  more  speedy  result  would  be  obtained  by 
taxis;  but,  along  side  of  all  these  cases,  place 
those,  in  which  the  attempt,  thor^U  slight,  would 
increase  inflammation  and  swelling,  acid  to  the 
strangulation,  and  prevent  the  effect  of  relaxing 
means  employed  after  them.  Mo«t  hernias,  but 
from  attempts  to  reduce  them,  would  return  al- 
most spontaneously,  where  the    strangulation    is  and  painful ;    a  bulky  tumour  extended  from  the 
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most  constantly  experienced,  specially  when  the 
attempts  had  been  considerable,  unfavourable 
result. 

A  man  had  been  affected,  two  days,  with  in- 
flammatory strangulation  of  an  inguinal  hernia, 
which  he  had  had  for  seven  years.  A  bath  was 
prescribed;  then  the  tumour  was  covered  with 
au  emollient  cataplasm.  In  the  evening,  there 
being  no  apparent  alteration  for  the  better,  and 
the  belly  beginning  to  swell,  Desault  proposed 
the  operation.  Some  physicians  wished  first  to 
attempt  the  reduction.  Two  of  them  made 
fruitless  exertions;  the  third,  pushing  in  every 
direction,  reduction  was  accomplished.  The 
vomitings  subsisted  :  the  intestinal  canal  did  not 
again  become  free  ;  death  supervened  on  the 
third  day.  The  ilium  was  strongly  distended 
bv  wind  and  feces,  livid  and  blackish  at  the  con- 
traction. 

By  obeying  these  ideas,  some  hernias,  which 
would  have  been  successfully  reduced,  will  re- 
quire a  more  uncertain1  trjigtobnt.  But  what  is 
this  inconvenience,  compared  with  those  that 
have  been  traced  ?  When  by  relaxing  means, 
the  tumour  has  been  softened,  and  even  partly 
returned,  finish  gently  what  the  treatment  has 
almost  accomplished.  The  smallest  effort  is  suf- 
ficient ;  stop,  if  the  tumour  continues  to  exhibit 
(he  same  hardness  and  gloss;  recommence  the 
former  methods,  or  have  recourse  to  the  opera- 
tion, according  to  circumstances.  Desault  never 
employed  taxis,  except  in  (his  manner.  He  forc- 
ed less  than  assisted  the  reduction. 

P.  Morlaix,  aet.  66,  had  from  birth  an  omen- 
tal hernia  on  the  right  side,  not  reduced  for  20 
years.  Sept.  30,  1790,  in  attempting  to  raise  a 
burthen,  he  experienced  a  sharp  pain  about  th« 
ring,  a  noise  like  (hat  of  parts  tearing  asunder, 
and  a  rumbling  of  (he  intestines  at  the  same  in- 
stant. The  tumour  was  doubled  in  size  ;  vomit- 
ings came  on,  continued  during  the  night,  and 
increased  next    morning.     The  belly  xvas    tense 


inconsiderable* 

If  the  resistance  is  great,  the  vessels  of  the 
membranous  parts,  included  in  the  hernia,  being 
more  distended  than  usual  by  the  fluids  inflamma- 
tion has  attracted  there,  render  these  parts  more 
susceptible  of  contusion  and    ecchvmosis;  their 


ring  to  the  inferior  part  of  fhe  scrotum,  the  skin 
of  which  was  red,  smooth  and  shining.  The 
omentum  above,  and  a  fold  of  the  intestine  be- 
low were  easily  felt. 

He  was  put  into  the  bath,  did   not  support   it 
but  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  at  first  felt  a  little 


contusion  is  the  almost  inevitable  consequence  ofjrelief  from  it.     The  vomiting  ceased  soon  after 


kroner  pressure  upon  fhe  tumour.  Thence  arise 
affections,  equally  to  be  dreaded,  whether  reduc 
tion  is  accomplished  or  nol.  If  the  intestine  can- 
not be  reduced  by  these  multiplied  efforts,  as 
most  frequently  happens,  success  of  (he  opera- 
don  must  seldom  be  expected.  At  (he  Hotel 
Dieu,  by  placing  (he  patients  operated  npon  in 
one  vear,  on  t«/o  lists,  the  one  devoted  (o  those 
in  whom  no  attempt  at  reduction  has  been  made, 
(he  other  to  those  in  whom  it  ha*  been  tried,  (he 
success  of  the  second  will  be  found  to  bear  a 
manifest  disproporfion  to  that  of  the  first. 

A'wavs  encourage  hope,  said  Desault,  in  a 
hernia  which  has  not  been  touched  before  the 
operation.  He  has  obtained  complete  success 
if  the  end  of  the  fourth,  and  even  the  fifth  day 
of  strangulation :    in  contrary  cases,  he   has  al- 


He  had  not  drunk  for  some  time.  He  was  laid 
horizontally  in  bed,  the  head  a  little  raised,  the 
thighs  slightly  bent  upon  the  pelvis,  and  sustain- 
ed by  a  pillow  under  (he  hams.  An  injection 
was  admiuistered ;  it  brought  hard  feces  from 
the  large  in(es(ines.  The  tumour  was  covered 
with  a  large  cataplasm  ;  a  light  drink  was  pre- 
scribed, by  spoonfuls,  to  avoid  vomiting.  Nau- 
sea occurred  more  seldom  ;  hiccup  as  frequent 
and  intense.  In  the  evening,  less  tension  and 
pain  ;  hiccup  not  so  often  ;  a  bath  was  prescrib- 
ed, and  renewed  next  morning.  In  the  inter- 
val, a  cataplasm  was  applied,  and  an  injection  ; 
an  abundant  evacuation  resulted  ;  the  tumour 
was  softened  ;  the  patient  was  put  in  the  bath. 

The  size  of  the  omental  mass  diminished  a  lit- 
tle, but  still  formed  a  considerable  button  before 
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the  ring1.  The  cataplasms  continued  for  four 
days,  softened  it  still  a  little  ;  at  length,  reduc- 
tion of  this  part  was  made  with  ease.  Until 
then,  he  had  no  stools  but  by  injections  :  be  had 
three  copious,  spontaneous  discharges  the  night 
following. 

M.  Bee,  act.  42,  felt  suddenly  severe  pain  at 
the  top  of  the  thigh,  on  attempting  to  raise  a 
burthen  ;  a  hernial  tumour,  which  she  had  had, 
o  years,  under  the  crural  arch,  immediately  be- 
came larger ;  nausea,  and  soon  after  hiccup  su- 
pervened, continued  four  days,  ceased  one  night, 
and  soon  returned.  She  came  to  consult  Desault, 
who  advised  her  to  remain  at  the  Hotel  Dieu; 
but  she  returued  home  on  horseback.  The 
symptoms  increasing  the  next  morning,  she  came 
back,  was  placed  horizontally  in  a  bath  2  hours, 
when  the  symptoms  had  abated.  The  tumour 
was  then  covered  with  emollient  cataplasms,  a 
simple  injection  was  given,  which  procured  a 
slight  evacuation.  The  night  was  passed  in  tran- 
quility. 

Next  day  the  bath  was  repeated  twice  ;  the 
symptoms  disappeared  almost  entirely.  The  in- 
jections did  not  evacuate  any  thing  but  the  feces 
in  the  large  intestines. .,--, The  4th  day,  she  had 
a  fresh  bath,  with  auHnjection,  which  produced 
a  large  bilious  evacuation,  and  diminution  of  the 
tumour.  Cataplasms,  continued  some  days  more, 
soon  made  it  disappear,  excepting  a  small  por- 
tion, retained  by  adhesions  to  the  crural  arch. 

As  soon  as  a  patient  arrived  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu  with  strangulated  hernia,  the  first  care  was 
to  place  him  in  the  bath  as  long  a  time  as  he 
Could  bear  it.  Some  hours  after,  it  was  repeat- 
ed, and  so  on  two  or  three  times  a  day.  Fre- 
quently, on  coming  out  of  the  water,  the  hernia 
returned,  particularly  if  a  kind  of  syncope  re- 
sulted. In  general,  the  success  depends  much 
■oil  the  position  in  the  bath  ;  he  should  be  there 
as  in  bed,  so  that  every  part  should  be  relaxed  ; 
a  cloth  in  the  bathing  tub  stretched  horizontally, 
fixed  at  its  sides,  so  that  it.  should  not  touch  the 
bottom,  serves  to  fulfil  this  indication.  The 
smallest  confinement  of  the  muscles  would  coun- 
terbalance the  surprising  advantage  of  this  me- 
thod. In  the  intervals  of  the  bath,  cataplasms 
may  to  a  certain  degree,  supply  its  place.  Let 
the  tumour  be  constantly  kept  moist  by  them. 
In  general,  the  best  are  those  which  imbibe  a 
large  quantity  of  water,  and  retain  it  a  long 
time. 

Injections  are  internal  bath,  advantageous  from 
iieing  directly  applied  ;  besides  the  relaxation 
they  produce,  the}'  unload  the  large  intestines 
of  feces,  commonly  very  hard.  When  hardness 
and  extreme  sensibility  of  the  tumour,  tension  of 
the  belly,  hardness  of  the  pulse,  indicate  much 
inflammation,  after  bleeding,  particularly  when 
syncope  results,  the  tumour  frequently  disap- 
pears. If  these  means  soften  the  tumour,  and 
make  it  partly  return,  make  slight  attempts  to 
complete  reduction  ;  but  if  the  tumour  remain 
hard,  have  the  form  of  a  buckle,  if  the  belly 
swell,  the  hiccup  and  vomiting  continue,  pulse 
gr«->w  more  feeble,  hasten  to  perform  the  opera- 
tion, delay  would  be  fatal. 

If  there  is  a  case  wherein  taxis  maybe  per- 
mitted, it  is   that  in  which  the  tumour  most  fre- 


Irnead  the    hernia.     Purgatives,  Epsom  salts  in 
particular,  push  more  feces  into  the   tumour.. 


From  irritating  injections,  as  tobacco-smoke,  De- 
sault saw  most  grievous  inconveniences  in  a  man 
who  died  two  hours  after  their  imprudent  use. 

Chapron,  a  washer-woman,  a:t.  24,  March  21, 
1792,  had  a  crural  hernia,  choked  15  days. — 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  taxis  and  bleeding 
had  been  used  without  effect.  Colic  and  nau- 
sea had  increased  ;  vomiting  and  hiccup  had  be- 
come very  urgent,  the  belly  tense  and  painful. 
The  bath  of  two  hours  diminished  the  tension  of 
the  abdomen;  hiccup  and  vomiting  continued  for 
some  hours.  The  tumour  was  covered  with  a 
cataplasm  ;  the  patient  received  a  simple  injec- 
tion, which  brought  away  nothing  but  hard  feces 
from  the  large  intestines.  Ail  the  symptoms 
ceased ;  the  tumour  diminished  the  following 
night,  disappeared  entirely  the  next  morning", 
after  a  second  bath  followed  by  an  injection. — 
Freedom  of  the  bowels  was  immediately  restor- 
ed ;  the  woman  went  from  the  hospital  on  the 
fourth  day  after  admission.         xavier  bichat. 

Treatment  of  incarcerated  Hernia. — The  Rus- 
sian peasants  take  a  vessel  capable  of  containing 
a  few  pints,  make  a  hole  in  its  bottom,  and  stop 
it  with  a  cork.  The  parts  about  the  tumour  are 
rubbed  with  oil  or  soap,  the  air  in  the  vessel  be- 
ing rarified  with  lighted  tow,  the  vessel  is  plac- 
ed over  the  parts  like  a  cupping  glass.  The  ab- 
dominal parietes  are  of  course  forcibly  pulled 
into  the  vessel,  while  the  tumour  is  drawn  into 
the  abdomen. 


WOUNDS  OF  THE  HEAD. 
Application  of  the  trepan  is  not  always  harm- 
less. Ill  success  of  the  trepan  in  large  hospitals 
may  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  circumstance 
that  the  surgeons,  being  more  skilful  than  else- 
where, frequently  do  not  operate  except  in  ex 
treme  cases,  where  the  indications  are  precise  ; 
then  the  patient  perishes,  not  from  the  opera- 
tion, but  from  the  disease.  In  common  practice, 
the  trepan  is  used  on  the  slightest  indications  ; 
then  cure  is  obtained  in  spite  of  the  opening  in 
the  cranium,  which  is  commonly  useless.  Tre- 
panning is  always  a  dangerous  operation,  special- 
ly in  large  hospitals. 

Would  the  trepan  remedy  inflammation  of 
the  membranes?  It  would  doubtless  favour  it, 
from  contact  of  air. Would  it  be  advanta- 
geous to  perform  it  in  anticipation  of  suppura- 
tion ?  It  is  uncertain  in  what  part  of  the  mem- 
branes this  effusion  would  be  formed.  Should 
it  be  opposite  to  the  opening  of  the  cranium, 
most  frequently  the  pus,  diffused  over  the  whole 
membrane  to  which  it  strongly  adheres,  could 
not  escape,  except  in  very  small  quantity. 

If  blood  be  extravasated  in  the  brain,  the  tre- 
pan is  useless  ;  there  being  constant  uncertainty 
of  the  existence  and  seat  of  the  effusion,  it  would 
be  hazardous  uselessly  to  make  incisions  to  dis- 
cover it.  Fortunate  examples  m-ke  exceptions, 
not  general  rules.  If  effusion  exists  between  the 
pia  and  dura  mater,  at  the  surface  or  in  the  sin- 
uses of  the  brain,  experience  proves  that  all  the 
fluid  will  not  proceed  from  the  different  parts 
where  it  was  effused,  to  escape  by  a  single  open- 
ing, because  that  at  that  spot  there   is  the  least 


,  resistance.     Where  incision  has  been  made   into 
quently   is   without   pain    or    tension.     Do    not  the  dura  mater,  to  give   vent  to   blood,  only  a 


small  quantity  has. escaped,  though  after  death, 
the  whole  of  the  membranes  was  found  covered 


with  this  fluid.  Where  blood  is  found  between 
the  dura  mater  and  cranium,  if,  as  often  happens, 
effusion  is  propagated  even  to  the  base  of  the 
cranium,  what  advantage  would  be  derived  from 
the  operation  ?  Supposing  it  was  not  prolonged 
to  that,  there  is  no  certainty  of  the  place  to 
which  it  corresponds,  where  the  trepan  ought 
to  be  applied. 

A  long  time  Desault  inculcated  application  of 
the  trepan  in  the  case  of  fracture  with  affections  ; 
reasoning  that  it  was  better  to  incur  risk  of  an 
useless  operation,  than  the  dangers  of  effusion. 
In  a  little  time  experience  convinced  him  that 
often  patients,  if  two  or  three  were  saved  by  it, 
perhaps  as  many  perished  from  it ;  to  the  others, 
it  was  of  no  advantage.  Then  he  began  to  em- 
ploy it  only  in  cases  with  the  most  manifest  in- 
dications ;  at  length  he  proscribed  it  entirely  dur- 
ing the  last  five  years,  on  the  double  reason  of 
its  danger  and  ordinary  inutility,  and  on  the  suc- 
cess obtained  by  a  method  of  such  nature,  that, 
comparing  the  years  of  his  use  of  the  trepan, 
with  those  of  his  abstinence  from  it,  the  number 
of  patients  cured  in  the  latter,  surpassed  greatly 
those  saved  in  the  former.  This  doctrine  and 
practice,  during  his  latter  years,  merit  a  con- 
sideration to  which  that  professed  at  his  com- 
mencement is  not  entitled.  Then,  experience 
had  not  instructed  him  ;  afterwards,  it  alone,  dis- 
engaged from  all  theory,  pointed  out  the  path 
which  he  pursued  till  his  death. 

Whtn  there  is  very  sensible  oozing  from  the 
fracture,  at  the  same  time  that  symptoms  of  com- 
pression are  manifest,  and  continue  at  the  same 
degree  in  spite  of  the  oozing,  this  case  is  not  a 
certain  index  of  effusion.  The  blood  may  come 
solely  from  the  vessels  of  the  diploe  broken  by 
the  fracture,  not  from  effusion.  The  dura  mater 
may  adhere  to  the  fractured  place,  or  be  detach- 
ed, only  in  a  small  space,  proportioned  to  the 
separation  of  the  edges  of  the  division.  Expe- 
rience has  proved  it  to  Desault  in  many  cases. — 
It  is  sometimes  possible  to  give  vent  to  extrava- 
sated fluid  in  young  subjects,  without  opening  the 
cranium.     A  case  by  Giraud  is  a  proof  of  it. 

When  the  assemblage  of  phenomena  affords, 
at  least  strong  probabilit}'  that  they  are  owing 
to  compression  from  the  bony  pieces  rather  than 
to  commotion  of  the  brain,  specially  if  the  bones, 
being  bare,  appear  very  much  below  their  natu- 
ral level,  it  is  always  necessary  to  recur  to  .the 
trepan  for  elevation  of  the  depression.  This  ex- 
treme case  practice  seldom  offers.  Most  fre- 
quently, when  depression  is  inconsiderable,  the 
brain  gradually  accustoms  itself  to  the  pressure 
it  experiences:  the  patient  thus  gets  well,  wheth- 
er the  depression  of  the  bone  subsists  or  becomes 
effaced,  if  care  i9  taken  to  combat  those  affec- 
tions of  the  brain  that  do  not  depend  on  com- 
pression. 

If  the  depressed  pieces  can  be  elevated  with- 
out recurring  to  the  operation,  that  method 
should  always  be  adopted.  We  may  almost 
always  seize  them  with  forceps  or  other  in 
struments.  All  authors,  who  have  written  on 
wounds  of  the  head,  cite  some  cases,  in  which 
depression  of  the  bones  of  the  skull,  abandoned 
to  nature,  was  perfectly  cured,  notwithstanding 
complication  of  other  affections.  The  seat  of 
the  blow — where  the  patient  complains — where 
he  places  his  hand — where  the  bones  are  denud- 
ed, and  of  a  duller  colour — or  where  the  peri- 
cardium is  detached,  can  neither  establish  the  es> 
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istence  nor  seat  of  the  effusion.  The  operation 
must  always  be  withheld,  when  no  fracture  is 
discovered. 

Evacuants,  stimulants,  bleeding-,  and  other 
means,  proper  to  oppose  the  primitive  effects  of 
commotion,  and  to  prevent  intlammation,  are 
very  often  exclusively  indicated  in  fractures  of 
the  skull.  As  we  are  most  frequently  unac- 
quainted with  the  indication  of  the  trepan,  though 
it  may  exist,  we  must  generally  limit  ourselves 
to  general  means  in  fractures,  specially  to  evac- 
uants. 

Opening  of  the  skull,  very  dangerous  when 
the  brain  is  sound,  is  almost  constantly  mortal 
where  inflammation  exists,  where  a  collection  of 
matter  will  be  exposed.  Access  of  air  immedi- 
ately renews  the  fever  with  vio!ence,inflammation 
increases  around  the  centre  of  suppuration,  it 
comes  on  afresh  if  it  had  disappeared,  delirium, 
madness  and  death  supervene,  as  observed  by 
Desault  in  those  patients,  whom,  in  the  com- 
meucemeut  of  his  practice  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  he 
trepanned  for  purulent  effusions.  Said  Desault, 
let  there  be  ten  patients,  all  apparently  affected 
with  suppuration  of  the  brain,  and  subjected  to 
trepan  ; — take  away  those  in  whom  access  of 
air  to  the  diseased  surfaces  would  cause  death, 
those  in  whom  the  operation  would  be  useless, 
from  non-existence  of  blood,  or  because  it  cannot 
be  found,  from  pus  being  diffused,  or  the  disease 
from  its  nature  being  mortal, —  how  many  would 
l)e  left,  in  whom  some  advantage  might  be  ob- 
tained ?  Without  doubt  there  would  not  be  suf- 
ficient to  encourage  an  operation. 

Purulent  collection  of  the  brain  is  not  always 
necessarily  mortal :  there  are  cases,  though  sel- 
dom, in  which  it  has  passed  through  the  bones 
or  sutures,  either  in  a  single  point  or  a  greater 
extent.  In  such  cases,  do  not  remove  any  pieces 
of  bone  but  such  as  are  detached  spontaneously  ; 
eagerness  to  give  vent  to  the  pus  by  the  trepan, 
•will  occasion  accidents,  which  would  not  be  ex- 
perienced under  patient  practice.  Yet  daily  ex- 
perience shows  victims  of  purulent  effusion  in 
the  brain.  xavier  bichat. 

Nov.  14,  on  Central  wharf,  a  plank,  in  fall- 
ing,  struck    the    head    of  ,  aet.  30.     He 

walked  home  to  George  St.  half  a  mile  from  the 
wharf,  went  up  stairs  to  bed ;  complained  of  pain 
only  at  the  left  side  of  the  back  of  the  head, 
where  alcne  was  an  appearance  of  contusion. 
He    vomited,    and    seemed    a    little  bewildered. 


5  oz. ;  it  sometimes  amounts  to  as  many  pints. 
It  appears  of  the  same  nature  with  that  found  in 
dropsy  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen;  generally 
without  colour,  smell,  or  taste  ;  it  has  been  mix- 
ed with  blood  or  purulent  matter  at  the  bottom, 
and  extremely  fetid.  It  does  not  coagulate  with 
hpat,  but  evaporates,  without  sediment.  In  an 
experiment,  by  Wilkes,  a  small  quantity  of  salt 
was  left  after  evaporation.  In  some  trials  made 
by  Baillie,  it  partly  coagulated  upon  application 
of  common  acids.  The  moisture  in  the  ventri- 
cles, in  health,  contains  no  coagulable  matter,  or 
at  least  a  very  small  proportion.  When  this  dis- 
ease commences  after  the  age  of  2  or  3  years, 
increase  of  the  water  is  more  slow.  If  the  pa- 
tient continue  some  years,  the  bones  generally 
g-row,  and  at  last  meet  one  another ;  or  the  in- 
terstices are  filled  by  smaller  bones  growing,  and 
connecting  the  former.  Ro^enstein,  physician 
to  the  king  of  Sweden,  observes,  "  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  this  disease  is  very  rare." 

A  pain  in  some  part  below  the  head,  was,  in 
the  observation  of  Pothergill,  the  first  thing  com- 
plained of,  most  commonly  about  the  nape  of  the 
neck  and  shoulders,  often  in  the  legs,  sometimes 
in  the  arms,  but  rarely.  This  pain  was  not  al- 
ways fixed ;  sometimes  it  seemed  not  to  affect 
the  limbs ;  the  head  and  stomach  seemed  then 
most  disordered  ;  they  were  always  more  or  less 
so  from  the  beginning.  When  the  pain  was  in 
the  limbs,  the  sickness  or  headach  was  less ; 
when  in  the  head,  the  pain  in  the  limbs  was  sel- 
dom or  never  mentioned.  Some  patients  had  very 
violent  sickness  and  headachs,  alternately.  From 
being  perfectly  well,  and  sportive,  some  were 
seized  with  pains  in  the  limbs,  or  slight  sickness 
or  headach,  commonly  in  a  few  hours  after  din- 
ner. Some  have  been  observed  to  droop  a  few 
days  before  they  complained  of  any  particular 
part.  Thus  they  continued,  three,  four,  or  five 
days,  more  or  less,  as  they  were  healthy  and 
vigorous,  when  the  distemper  began  to  show  it- 
self alarmingly.  They  then  commonly  complain- 
ed of  a  most  acute  pain  in  the  head,  deep  seat- 
ed, and  extending  across  the  forehead,  from  tem- 
ple to  temple. 

They  were  generally  very  sick  between 
whiles,  crying  out,  most  piteously,  O,  my  head  ! 
O.,  I  am  sick  !  alternately,  and  with  short  inter- 
vals, dozing  a  little  in  the  intervals,  breathing 
irregularly,  and  sighing  much  while  awake. — 
Sometimes  they  only  seem  to  breathe  in  sighs, 
His  wife  asked   him,  "do   you  know  me?"   he  'for  se^eral  minutes  together.     The   pulse,  from 


said,  «  hardly."     The  vision   of  his  left  eye  be- 
gan  to  fail.     He  died  in  6  hours. 

18  hours  after  death,  after  removal  of  the  skin 
of  the  left  side  of  the  head,  the  temporal  mus- 
cle was  seen  deeply  suffused  with  blood  ;  on  re- 
moval of  the  muscle,  a  fine  fracture  was  discov- 
ered behind  the  usual  place  of  the  frontal  su- 
ture, beginning  3  inches  above  the  temporal  su- 
ture, and  crossing  it  to  the  back  of  the  skull  ;  in 
the  middle  of  its  course,  across  the  external  ta- 
ble, it  exactly  resembled  a  suture.  Under  the 
fracture,  coagulum,  of  at  least  4  oz.  resting  on 
the  dura  mater,  had  completely  flattened  4 
•square  inches  of  the  surface  of  the  brain. 


INTERNAL  DROPSY  OF  THE  BRAIN. 
(Continued  from  page   103.) 
This  disease  is  usually  attended  with  an  infu 
sion  of  serum  throughout  the  brain.     The  usual 


being  healthy,  as  the  disease  creeps  on,  become* 
slower  for  the  most  part  at  first  than  it  ought  to 
be,  still  slower  as  the  pain  increases  ;  gradually 
the  strokes  become  of  unequal  force,  aud  in  un- 
equal times.  The  pulse,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
complaint,  frequently  indicates  an  inflammato- 
ry habit.  The  limbs,  for  the  most  part,  are 
temperate  after  the  first  access,  which  is  often 
attended  with  feverish  heat,  especially  towards 
evening  and  the  fore  part  of  the  night,  and  till 
within  a  day  or  two  of  dissolution  ;  the  pulse 
then  becomes  extremely  quick,  the  breathing- 
deeper  and  laborious,  heat  excessive  and  more 
genenil.  The  head  is  always  hot  from  the  first 
attack,  and  als<j  the  precordia.  Almost  every 
symptom  of  irritation  in  the  brain,  appears  in  its 
turn  ;  first,  starts,  pupils  much  dilated.  The  pa- 
tients are  unwilling  to  be  disturbed  for  any  pur- 
pose, are  averse  to  light,  take  things   greedily, 


quantity  of  water  in  the  ventricles,  is  from  2  to)  cannot  bear  any  but  horizontal  posture 


They  attend  less  to  objects ;  when  asleep,  great 
part  of  the  whites  of  the  eyes  is  s,een,  and  the 
eye  is  undisturbed  by  any  thing  but  moving  it: 
urine  and  stools  come  away  insensibly.  They 
often  scream  out  most  piercingly,  but  complain 
of  nothing.  One  or  both  hands  are  most  com- 
monly about  their  heads.  At  length  the  eye- 
lids become  paralytic,  the  iris  immoveable  :  it 
gives  them  no  apparent  uneasiness  if  one  raises 
the  eyelids  with  one's  finger  two  or  three  days 
before  they  die.  The  heat  of  the  head  and 
trunk  becomes  excessive;  great  heat  and  sweat 
spread  over  the  whole  body  ;  respiration  is  alto- 
gether suspirious,  pulse  tremulous,  quick,  beyond 
the  possibility  of  counting;  the  patient  goes  off 
gradually,  sometimes  in  a  spasm. 

Pains  in  the  limbs,  incessant  headach  and  sick- 
ness, seem  the  most  certain  intimations  of  dan- 
ger. There  was  not  an  instance  in  which  the 
patient  was  not  costive,  and  in  which  it  was  not 
without  singular  difficulty  that  stools  were  pro- 
cured ;  they  are  most  commonly  of  a  very  dark 
greenish  colour,  with  an  oiliness  or  a'glossy  bile, 
and  for  the  most  part  singularly  offensive.  The 
urine  is  various  in  colour  and  contents,  depencb- 
ing  chiefly  on  the  quantity  of  liquids  taken,  and 
the  time  between  the  discharges  of  urine.  From 
unwillingness  to  be  moved,  the  patients  often  hold 
their  water  12  or  15  hours,  sometimes  longer, 
seldom  complain  of  sickness,  mention  their  bel- 
ly ;  if  one  desires  them  to  point  to  it,  they  always 
lay  their  hands  on  their  stomach. 

Whytt  and  Quin  have  considered   the  disease 
as   divided    into   three  classes.     In  the  1st,  the 
patient  loses  appetite  and  spirits,  looks  pale  and 
falls  away,  has  quick  pulse  and   fever,  in    some 
cases  considerable,  with  frequent  irregular  inter- 
missions.    In  other  cases,  the  paroxysms  come 
on  pretty  regular  in  the  evening.     In  children  5 
years  old  and   upward,  the    pulse    is  110 — 140. 
In  otheis,  quickness  of  pulse  and   heat  are  less. 
Some  fever  attended  all  Wlvytt's  patients,  in  this 
stage.     During  the  fever,  they  lose  their   appe- 
tite, tongue  is  often  white,  sometimes  very  clean, 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  disease  acquires  aph- 
thae and  redness.     They  are  thirsty,  frequently 
vomit  once  or  twice  in  a  day,   or  once    in  two 
days,  have  pain  in  the  crown  of  the  head,  or  in 
the  forehead  above  their  eyes,  sometimes  on  one 
side  ;    are    commonly   obstinately  costive,  some- 
times   have   turns   of  looseness,  sometimes    are 
troubled   with   gripes.     Their  spirits  being  low, 
they   are  inclined  mostly  to    lying  abed,  though 
often  more  disposed  to   watching  than  sleep. — 
They  cannot  easily  bear  the  light,  and  complain 
when  a    candle  is   brought    before    their   eyes ; 
they  pick  their  nose,  and    in    sleep   grind  with 
their  teeth,  as  in  the  case  of  worms. 

Thus  far,  it  is  very  hard  to  distinguish  this 
disease  from  slow  irregular  fever  occasioned  by 
worms,  by  some  other  disorder  in  the  bowels,  or 
by  some  other  cause.  In  general,  the  vomiting 
once  a  day,  or  once  in  two  or  three  days,  head- 
ach, and  aversion  to  light,  most  characterize 
the  disease,  in  this  its  first  stage.  Whytt  never 
had  but  two  patients  who  did  not  vomit  during 
the  first  or  second  stage.  Throughout  the  dis- 
ease, where  the  headach  is  severe,  it  is  always 
easiest  in  the  morning,  and  worst  at  night;  these 
patients  have  commonly  great  aversion  to  food. 
The  vomiting  is  most  troublesome  when  fb^e 
headach  is  least,  acd  vice  versa, 
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The  beginning'  of  the  2nd  stage  is  dated  from 
the  time  the  pulse,  fron  being  quick   but  regu- 
lar, becomes  slow  and    irregular.     This   some- 
times   happens  about  three  weeks,  often  a  fort- 
night or  less,  before  death  ;  the  pulse  is  common- 
ly much  slower  than  it  was   before,  often    more 
so  than  in   health.     Whytt  has  never  seen    but 
one    patient  whose  pulse  did  not  come  down    to 
its  natural  state,  or  very  near  it;  yet  the  he.it  of 
the  skin  continues  and  increases.     In  (his  d.stem- 
per,  when  the  pulse  is  as  slow   or  slower    than 
natural,  it  is  always  irregular,  unequal  in  strength 
and  intervals.     When  it  grows  quicker,  irregu- 
larity lessens,  and  when  very    quick,  it    is    most 
equal  and  regular.     Whytt  says  it  is   from   the 
pulse  that  we  can  learn  the  surest  diagnostic. — 
During  the  second  stage,  most  of  the   symptoms 
of  the  first  continue.     The  sick  cannot   sit    up, 
though  in  general  they  sleep   little    till    towards 
the  end  of  this  period,  when  they  begin  to  grow 
drowsy.     They  moan   heavily,  yet  cannot    tell 
what  ails  them  ;  squint  inward  or  outward  ;  some- 
times complain  of  seeing  objects  double. 

Some,  towards  the  end  of  this  stage,  grow  de- 
lirious, and  cry  out  wildly,  as  if  they  were  much 
frightened.  About  this  time,  or  later,  they  fre- 
quently void  worms,  or  some  substance  like 
worms,  dissolved,  without  relief.  The  urine, 
throughout  the  disease,  varies ;  it  has  often  a 
large  sediment,  sometimes  none ;  most  common- 
ly one  of  light  consistence,  and  white.  In  seve- 
ral, it  had  a  large  furfuraceous  sediment,  till 
within  a  few  days  of  death,  when  it  had  no  sep- 
aration. The  breath  has  in  this,  but  especially 
in  the  last  stage,  such  a  sickish  and  offensive 
smell,  as  is  scarcely  in  any  other  distemper. — 
During  the  second,  as  well  as  the  first  stage,  the 
patients  are  often,  for  some  days,  or  parts  of 
days,  much  easier  than  at  other  times. 

When  the  pulse  rises  again  to  a  feverish  quick- 
ness, and  becomes  regular,  the  last  stage  begins. 
This  happens  5,  6,  or  7  days  before  death.  In 
two  patients  only,  the  pulse  did  not  quicken  till 
two  days  before;  in  two,  it  began  to  quicken  9 
or  10  days  before.  In  some,  it  rises  gradually 
from  below  70,  80,  or  00  in  a  minute,  to  120, 
140,170,200  before  dca'.h.  In  others,  it  rises 
in  a  day,  perhaps  from  100  to  150.  After  it 
quickens,  it  often  is  much  slower,  part  of  toe 
day,  and  quicker  the  rest.  It  is  generally  faster 
on  the  day  of  death  than  at  any  time  before.  In 
all  who  died  under  Whytt's  inspection,  it  rose 
to  near  130  per  minute. 

The  patient,  who  in  the  last  stage  was  little 
disposed  to  sleep,  now  becomes  drowsy  and  co- 
matose ;  when  roused,  utters  only  a  few  incohe- 
rent words,  and  appears  insensible.  The  begin- 
ning of  coma  is  uncertain  ;  it  is  often  about  the 
end  of  the  second  stage,  before  the  pulse  grows 
quicker  the  second  time :  in  a  few  cases,  this 
quick  pulse  preceded  the  coma. 

Frequently  one  eyelid  loses  motion,  afterward, 
the  other.  About  this  time,  or  rather  sooner, 
the  pupil  of  one  or  both  e}es  ceases  to  contract, 
oven  in  the  greatest  light.  The  time  of  this 
symptom  varies  much  ;  in  some,  2,  3,  5,  6,  or  7 
days  before  death.  Before  they  are  seized  with 
Q<>ma,  they  sometimes  see  strange  and  frightful 
objects.  A  day  or  two  before  death,  the  con- 
junctive coat  of  one  or  both  eyes  often  becomes 
inflamed ;  the  sufferers  generally  continue  to 
hear  some  days  after  they  are  blind.  Some- 
times they  continually  raise  their  hands  to  their 


head  ;  are  generally  troubled  with  convulsion  of 
the  muscles  of  the  arms,  legs  or  face,  and  twitch- 
es of  the  tendons.  One  cheek  will  twice  or 
thrice  in  a  day  grow  hot  and  red,  while  the 
other,  and  the  lips,  remain  pale  and  cold.  These 
flushes  generally  appear  2,  3,  or  4  days  hefore 
death.  After  death,  the  arms  and  breast  have 
been  of  a  purple  colour.  One  of  Whytt's  pa- 
tients, 4  days  before  death,  bled  twice  at  the 
nose.  Those  who  have  been  costive  before,  of- 
ten become  loose  and  griped.  A  day  or  two  be- 
fore death,  deglutition  is  difficult,  impossible. 
Lastly  respiration  grows  more  frequent  and  la- 
borious ;  sometimes  there  is  considerable  pause 
after  every  expiration.  This  kind  of  breathing 
is  observed  in  those  who  die  of  an  apoplexy, 
from  suppression  of  urine. 

Quin's  account  of  this  disease  has  been  said  to 
accord  most  with  it  as  observed  in  this  country. 
He  observes  that  after  the  early  symptoms  of 
Whytt's  1st  stage  have  continued  a  few  days, 
the  axis  of  one  eye  is  generally  turned  toward 
the  nose  ;  the  pupil  on  this  side  more  dilated 
than  on  the  other;  when  both  axes  point  inward, 
both  pupils  are  enlarged ;  the  vomiting  and  head- 
ach  increase;  cheeks  are  occasionally  flushed, 
usually  one  more  than  the  other;  temporary 
perspirations,  blood  from  the  nose,  occasionally 
appear,  neither  alleviating  the  distress:  deliri- 
um, most  violent,  specially  if  the  patient  has  ar- 
rived to  puberty,  takes  place  and  increases  till 
about  14  days  from  the  first  symptoms. 

When  the  2nd  ^oige  begins,  the  pains  appear 
to  abate,  or  be  less  minded  by  the  patient ;  squint- 
ing and  dilatation  increase  ;  one  or  both  eyes  are 
half  closed,  and  insensible  to  light;  vomiting 
ceases;  food  or  medicine  is  swallowed  with  vo- 
racity. In  the  3d  stage,  flushing  of  the  face  is 
more  frequent,  shorter,  and  followed  by  deadly 
paleness;  red  spots  sometimes  appear  on  the 
body  and  limbs;  deglutition  becomes  difficult  ; 
death  follows. 


symptoms  of  the  first  stage,  we  may  strongly  sus- 
pect water  in  the  ventricles.  This  is  still  more 
evident,  when  soon  after  coma,  dilatation  and 
loss  of  motion  of  the  pupil  comes  on,  pulse  quick, 
cheeks  flushed,  tendons  start,  and  convulsions 
follow. 

(To  be  Continued.') 


"Missis  commentis  de  rebus  quas  Natura  for- 
sitan  visibus  humanis  negaverit,  tanquam  ad  inw- 
tilia  et  iucomprehensibilia^  vel  abeurda  fortasse,  du- 
centibus,  magis  e  re  sua  erit,  si  medici  ad  singu- 
las  res  factas  et  veras  investigandas  semet  ac- 
cinxerint." — Gregory. 


When  a  patient,  under  15  years  of  age,  is 
seized  with  slow  fever,  of  no  certain  type,  irre- 
gular in  accessions  and  remissions;  when  the  pa- 
tient vomits  once  a  day,  or  once  in  two  or  three 
days,  shuns  the  light,  complains  of  pain  in  the 
crown  of  the  head,  over  or  near  the  eyes  after 
the  fever  has  continued  for  some  time  ;  when 
these  complaints  neither  yield  much  to  vomits, 
gentle  purges  nor  blisters  ;  there  is  reason  to  sus- 
pect water  in  the  brain.  Worms,  and  other  dis- 
orders of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  are  some- 
times attended  with  most  of  these,  as  well  as 
other  symptoms  that  accompany  this  disease  in 
its  first  stage.  At  its  second  period,  when  the 
pulse  begins  to  grow  nearly  as  slow,  or  slower 
than  natural,  but  irregular,  this,  added  to  the 
symptom*  of  the  first  stage,  is,  says  Whytt.  al- 
most an  infallible  sign  of  water  in  the  brain,  if 
the  patient  is  not  relieved,  and  the  feverish  heat 
does  not  abate  with  the  quickness  of  the  pulse. 
Through  the  disease,  parts  which  are  exposed 
to  the  air,  become  rather  cold  :  such  as  are  well 
covered  have  feverish  heat. 

When  in  case  of  worms  the  pulse  is  slow  and 
irregular,  the  skin  is  cool,  and  there  is  no  fever. 
In  persons  of  delicate  habits,  labouring  under 
cramps  of  the  stomach,  spasmodic  colic,  and  vio- 
lent nervous  headach,  this  kind  of  pulse  is  al- 
ways attended  with  cool  skin.     When  wilh  slow, 


A  materia  medica  of  the  United  States,  systematically 
arranged,  by  William  Zollickoffer,  M.  D.  cor- 
responding' member  of  the  Medico-Botanical  Society  of 
London,  honorary  member  of  the  Society  of  Natural 
Science  of  St. Gait,  in  Switzerland,  and  of  many  learned 
Societies  throughout  the  United  States,  second  edition, 
considerably  enlarged  and  improved,  1  vol.  8vo.  will 
be  published  next  spring,  in  Baltimore.  It  will  contain 
all  the  medicinal  native  vegetable  productions  of  the 
United  States. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS    IN    BOSTON,  ENDING   NO- 
VEMBER  1  5,  FROM  THE  HEALTH  OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Nov.  Age 

7  Harriet  M.  Lewig,  12  mo. 

8  John  Capen,  jr.  12  mo. 

Mallet, 

Dudley  Walker,  54 

Elizabeth  Robertson,  84 

Susannah  Webster,  29 

9  Sarah  Lawrence,  73 
Emeline  Blackstone^  'a  child 
Martha  Dodge, 

10  John  Riley,  12 
Sarah  Rice, 
John  Bishop,  14  days 

11  Daniel  Parker,  50 
Lucy  Crosby,  37 
Sarah  Kettle  29 
John  F.  Hopping,  8  mo. 

Ward, 


12 


87 


William  Gooch, 

Abigail  Brown, 

Elizabeth  Lancy, 

Warren  Lincoln, 

Jacob  P.  Wood, 

Abiel  O.  Darrell, 

Charles  Blaney, 
Consumption  4,  stillborn  2,   croup  1,  hydrocephalus 
internus  1,  old  age  2,  rupture  1,  scrofula  1,  jaundice  1, 
neuralgia  1,  accidental  2,  whooping  cough  1. 


13 
15 


34 

31 

30 

20  mo. 


OCT.  A.  MARCH  will   commence  his   course   of 
Anatomical  Lectures,  in   Albany,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
18th.     Introductory  lecture,  "  on  the    best   method   to 
be  pursued  in  the  study  of  medical  science.1' 


FARTHER    NOTICE. 

The  subscriber  has  it  in  his  power  to  give  notice  to 
the  public  that  Dr.  Dorr,  a  man  of  experience  in  ope- 
rative surgery,  will  give  a  summary  course  of  Lectures 
an  practical  surgery,  illustrated  by  operations,  and  con- 
nected or  interspersed  with  the  above  course  of  Ana- 
tomical Lectures. 

ft*7=  Tickets  for  both  branches,  Ten  Dollars. 

Not.  4.         4t.  ALDEN  MARCH. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER 
Edited  by  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  m.  d.— Published  weekly 
by  John  Cotton,  Proprietor,  (to  whom  all  Communi- 
cations must  be  directed,  post-paid)  at  two  dollars  a 
year,  payable  in  advance,  for  six  months  or  a  year.: — 
Subscriptions  received  at  his  Office,  No.  47,  Marlboro1- 
Street,  corner  of  Franklin-Street,  or  at  the  Bookstore, 
same  No. 


irregular  pulse,  thirst,  feverish   heat,  watching,  PRijyTi&<;,  in  all  its  various  branches,  neaixv 
squinting,  delirium  aud   screaming   succeed    thej  executed  as  above. 
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HERNIA. 

M.  D.  aet.  75,  had  congenital  inguinal  hernia. 
It  was  always  down  during  the  day,  and  constant- 
ly returned  at  night,  and  had  never,  till  lately, 
given  him  much  trouble.  The  digestion  and 
condition  of  his  bowels  were  always  good;  he 
had  retained  his  ability  for  active  exertion,  till 
the  first  of  June  last,  when  he  began  to  experi- 
ence loss  of  appetite  and  debility,  which  have 
since  regularly  increased,  and  disabled  him  from 
pursuing  his  ordinary  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
2  or  3  days  sometimes  elapsed  without  the  con- 
tents of  the  hernia  being  returned  ;  when  reduc- 
ed, there  remained  unusual  fulness  along  the 
spermatic  vessels.  Still,  he  was  always  able. 
he  imagined,  to  reduce  the  hernia  by  pressure 
in  the  recumbent  posture,  the  fulness  above  no- 
ticed, however,  remaining. 

The  middle  of  October  he  began  to  complain 
of  new  uneasiness  of  the  abdomen,  more  loss  ol 
appetite,  correspondent  diminution  of  strength, 
and  the  tumour  could  not  be  reduced.  Local 
applications,  bleeding  and  cathartics,  were  or- 
dered, the  latter  operating  well,  without  relief. 
Tension  and  pain  of  the  abdomen  increasing, 
at  the  expiration  of  10  days,  afforded  the  fullest 
evidence  he  could  not  long  survive  in  his  present 
condition.  There  was  neither  nausea  nor  vom- 
iting; cathartics  continued  to  operate  a  ittle, 
though  less  than  heretofore. 

The  tumour,  neither  painful  nor  tender  to  the 
touch,  felt  like  indurated  omentum,  and  could  not 
be  sensibly  diminished,  though  a  slight  croaking 
under  the  hand,  sometimes  gave  the  sensation 
of  air  passing  into  it. 

On  opening  the  sac,  greatest  care  was  requi- 
site to  avoid  wounding  the  intestine,  which  prin- 
cipally composed  the  tumour,  on  account  of  its 
adhesions  with  the  sac.  The  sac  was  the  pro- 
per vaginal  tunic  of  the  testicle,  which,  through 
two  thirds  of  its  extent,  was  firmly  united  to  the 
testicle  and  intestine  by  a  cellular  membrane,  or- 
ganized and  as  close  as  the  union  of  the  natural 
coats  of  the  intestines.  Within  an  inch  of  the 
abdominal  ring,  and  on  the  line  of  the  anterior 
fasciculus  of  the  intestine,  was  a  hard  scirrhous 
tumour,  as  large  as  a  butternut,  involving  in  its 
substance  the  proper  layers  of  the  intestine  and 
spermatic  chord.  All  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  sac  adhered  to  the  intestine  by  tender  adhe- 
sions, which  had  every  mark  of  recent  forma- 
tion ;  these  were  separated  with  the  finger;  the 
union  above  noticed  required  for  separation  most 
deliberate  and  persevering  use  of  the  knife. 

The  tumour  was  dissected  out  as  close  as  could 
be  without  opening  the  intestine,  including,  una- 
voidably, the  spermatic  chord  and  testicle.  Be- 
fore enlarging  the  opening  through  the  ring, 
which  was  done  in  the  usual  manner,  the  con- 
tents of  the  intestines  were  forcibly  impelled 
from  above  into  the  tumour,  but  could  not  be 
forced  onward,  through  the  ring,  into  the  intes- 
tine below.  As  soon  as  the  abdominal  ring  was 
enlarged,  the  protruded  intestine  was  readily 
emptied  and  returned  into  the  abdomen.  A  pur- 
gative, which  had  been  taken  24  hours  before, 
and  acted  but  little,  now  operated  freely,  to  the 


great  relief  of  the  patient;  he  had  a  better  night 
than  for  the  preceding  fortnight.  The  5th  day 
from  the  operation,  tension,  pain,  and  soreness 
of  the  abdomen  were  entirely  removed,  his  bow- 
els were  perfectly  soluble,  easily  moved  with 
cathartics,  he  was  free  from  fever,  yet  appetite 
for  food  was  wanting,  and  debility  increased. — 
He  expired  in  a  fortnight,  without  any  extraor- 
dinary symptom. — John  Dfxamatter,  M.  D.  Prof. 
qf  Mat.  Med.  and  Pharmuci/  in  the  Berkshire  Med. 
Institution. 


Synopsis  qf  the  Weather  and  Diseases,   in  1820. 
Continued  from  page  82. 
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Diseases  which 
prevailed. 


Sep. 


Oct. 


Typhus,  cynanche  ma- 
ligna. 
Bilious  fever. 

Malignant  bilious  fev. 

Malig.  bil.  fev.  malig. 
dysent.    malig.  cynan. 
Malig.  bil.   fever,   ty- 
phus icterodes. 

The  warm  season  in  1820  was  more  than  a 
degree  warmer  than  in  any  other  year  mention- 
ed in  the  table  ;  the  mean  greatest  heat  of  the 
days  more  than  two  degrees  greater.  The  sea- 
son was  more  sickly  and  fatal,  the  diurnal  vari- 
ations were  greater  and  more  frequent  than  in 
1818  or  1819. 
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IHURXAT.,    VARIATIONS. 


June 
1st,    36 
'2nd,  32 

12th,    32 

19th, 

20  th, 

23rd, 

27th, 

29  th, 


34 
32 
35 
32 
38 


July 

2nd,  34 

3rd,    39 

6th,    33 

12th,   37 

25th,    33 

2Cth,   34 


Aug. 
21st,     34 
29ih,    34 
30th,    32 


36 
38 


Oct. 
2nd, 
3rd, 

4lh, 


Sept. 

1st,  40 

3rd, 

4th, 

8th,  33     17th 

9th,  32 

19th,  35 

22nd,  38 

'23rd,  32 

26th,  40 

•27th,  38 


81h,    33 

Bilious  fever  commenced  early  in  July,  was 
generally  mild  till  about  the  middle  of  August, 
after  which  it  grew  more  and  more  severe ;  the 
last  days  of  Aug.  and  the  first  of  Sept.  the  num- 
ber of  cases  increased  rapidly,  and  the  disease 
a-sumed  a  very  deadly  aspect.  Dysentery  and 
malignant  cynanche  appeared  about  the  time 
that  the  fever  assumed  a  more  deadly  form,  and 
was  very  fatal.  In  the  cynanche,  the  counte- 
nance, in  the  intermission,  was  pale  and  remarka- 
bly sunk:  in  the  paroxysm,  flushed,  the  face  and 
neck  often  swollen  :  if  the  lower  part  of  the 
neck  and  breast  was  swollen  more  than  the  face 
and  upper  part  of  the  neck  and  throat,  it  was 
considered  favoural  ie.  In  ihe  fauces,  sloughs 
were  sometimes  observed;  these  parts  usually 
were  dusky  or  dark  red,  in  most  cases  very  much 
swollen.  In  the  intermission,  in  some  cases,  the 
patient  appeared  quite  comfortable,  and  if  a 
child,  would  frequently  play,  and  even  run  about 


the  house,  but  a  few  hours  before  death  ;  when 
the  exacerbation  commenced,  the  patient  grew 
worse  surprisingly  fast ;  the  face,  neck  and  throat 
{swelled  rapidly,  though  the  patient  generally  ex- 
pired in  the  cold  stage. 

In  almost  all  the  fatal  cases,  evident  gangrene, 
or  a  state  of  the  system  approaching  it,  appa- 
lently  caused  death.  Emetics  were  given  if 
practicable,  in  the  first  paroxysm,  for  the  same 
reason  as  in  bilious  fever  and  dysentery.  Instead 
of  the  neck,  face  and  throat  swelling  rapidly  in 
the  exacerbation,  when  emetics  were  given  in 
this  period,  the  swelling  was  often  reduced. — 
Laxatives  were  sometimes  given,  necessarily  the 
mildest ;  in  the  intermissions,  Virginian  snake- 
root,  red  pepper,  and  salt,  equal  parts;  marsh 
rosemary,  wine,  and  bark;  sp.  of  turpentine,  ol- 
ive  oil,  and  camphor  a  a,  decoction  of  white 
pine-bark  :  in  the  cold  stage,  wine  and  cordials  ; 
if  the  extremities  were  cold,  warm  flannels  to 
the  feet,  legs,  arms,  breastT  &.c. ;  for  gargles,  Pe- 
ruvian and  white  pine-bark,  and  marsh  rosema- 
ry ;  borax,  in  powder,  with  sugar,  was  occasion- 
ally sprinkled  on  the  tongue.  Sp.  of  turp.  was 
the  best  application  to  the  sloughs  ;  poultice  of 
vinegar  salt  and  flour,  rather  cool,  to  the  neck 
in  the  hot  stage,  and  warm  in  the  cold  stage.  In 
the  cold  stage,  sp.  turp.  or  white  pine-bark  was 
applied  to  the  neck,  breast,  &c;  these  parts 
were  then  dressed  with  Peruvian  bark. 

Volatile  liniment,  and  camphorated  oil,  were 
useful  to  these  parts ;  about  the  third  day,  some, 
times  an  ointment  of  canlharides  to  vesicate,  not 
to  blister  fully.  It  was  necessary,  occasionally, 
to  wash  the  neck  with  a  saponaceous  wash;  a 
warm  flannel,  dusted  with  powdered  camphor, 
to  the  neck,  was  useful ;  but  in  the  hot  stage,,  it 
was  neccessary  to  apply  the  poultice  moderate- 
ly cool,  or  some  other  application  of  a  similar 
kind. 

In  1821,  cases  of  fever  were  few,  and  mild. 
There  was  no  peculiarity  in  the  diseases  of 
the  warm  season.  In  1822,  fevers  were  more 
frequent,  dysentery  and  malignant  cynanche' of- 
ten very  severe,  but  milder  than  in  preceding 
year0.  The  diseases  of  this  year  present  no 
peculiarity,  except  hemorrhage  from  the  bow- 
els was  more  frequent  than  in  former  sea- 
sons. Where  hemorrhage  occurred,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  fever  there  was  at  times', 
great  distress  at  the  stomach  and  bowels,  pulse 
small  and  quick,  countenance  pale  and  sunk,  ex- 
pressing that  peculiar  look,  which  iudicates  pain 
at  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Where  the  patient 
was  sunk  very  low,  opium  and  alum,  in  some  in- 
stances opium  with  acetate  of  lead,  were  given, 
till  the  pulse  was  a  little  raised,  after  which,  a 
strong  decoction  of  white  oak-bark  and  alum  in 
braudy  was  given,  a  table  spoonful  once  every 
two,  four,  or  eight  hours,  and  injections  of  the 
same,  as  circumstances  required. 

Oct.  10,  1822,  I  visited  a  patient  who  died  of 
hemorrhage  of  the  bowels.  Dr.  Saml.  Smith,  of 
Bristol,  N.  H.  and  I,  examined  the  contents  of 
the  abdomen,  and  for  the  following  description  I 
am  obliged  to  him.  job  wilson,  m,  p. 

Salisbury,  A'.  II. 
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***  ***,  aet.  40,  had  the  bilious  remittent  fe- 
ver, epidemic  at  Bristol  and  its  vicinity  in  the 
autumn  of  1822.  After  about  three  weeks  from 
its  commencement,  it  subsided  so  as  to  excite 
hopes  of  speedy  convalescence.  Appetite  re- 
mained indifferent,  food  taken  did  not  seem  to 
nourish  ;  muscular  strength  remained  stationary, 
for  a  week,  when  a  stool,  slightly  red,  was  ob- 
served. For  36  hours  more,  the  stools  were 
not  very  unnatural ;  then  another  reddish  one 
was  noticed  ;  in  three  or  four  hours  another, 
very  bloody;  soon  a  third,  still  more  so.  The 
evacuations  were  now  frequent,  abundant,  most- 
ly blood,  very  dark,  extremely  fetid  ;  the  pulse 
sunk  rapidly,  and  the  patient  expired  within  24 
hours  after  the  second  attack  of  hemorrhage.  The 
remedies  employed  were  astringents,  stimulants 
and  opium.  Aphthas  had  existed  in  the  fauces; 
not  of  an  aspect  more  unfavourable  in  this  than 
in  several  other  cases  of  the  same  disease,  which 
terminated  in  health. 

Ulcers,  originating  probably  from  aphthous 
sloughs  and  subsequent  ulcerations,  were  found 
throughout  the  tract  of  the  small  intestines,  and 
stomach.  The  ulcers  had  elevated  edges  ;  open 
mouths  of  blood  vessels,  portions  of  which  had 
been  destroyed  by  ulceration,  were  dispersed 
over  it.  The  villous  and  nervous  coats  were 
totally  destroyed  ;  the  circular  fibres  of  the  mus- 
cular coat  were  seen  ;  but  these,  near  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  ulcer,  were  obliterated.  Enlarged 
reins,  unequally  distended  with  dark,  almost 
black  blood,  were  seen  above  and  below  the  ul- 
«er.  The  enlarged  blood  vessels  were  unequal- 
ly distended,  at  different  points,  with  blood. 


Oct.  13,  Mr.  B.  a&t.  26,  of  dark  skin,  black  hair 
and  eyes,  after  severe  fatigue,  and  fright,  (oc- 
casioned by  his  wife's  tedious  labor)  fainted  and 
fell;  being  present,  I  directed  his  face  to  be 
sprinkled  with  water,  on  which  he  immediately 
got  up,  went  to  the  bed,  and  was  immediately 
taken  with  convulsions.  He  readily  answered 
any  question  put  to  him  ;  his  pulse  was  soft, 
small,  about  70  in  a  minute,  voice  considerably 
altered.  He  had  peculiar  wildness  of  the  eyes, 
said  he  had  no  pain  ;  with  some  assistance  he 
walked  out ;  convulsions  continued,  his  face  was 
pale,  extremities  cold.  We  took  him  to  anoth- 
er house  ;  with  use  of  pediluvium  and  cordials, 
his  convulsions  soon  ceased,  and  he  had  several 
hours  of  quiet  sleep  ;  in  the  morning  he  felt  quite 
well,  rather  weak,  recollected  all  that  had  taken 
place  the  day  before,  said  he  had  a  peculiar  feel- 
ing he  could  not  describe. 

He  remained  well  till  after  breakfast,  when 
he  was  suddenly  taken  with  convulsions.  At  10, 
A.  M.  I  found  him  with  face  red  and  bloated, 
eyes  inflamed,  moderate  delirium,  pulse  full, 
hard,  80  in  a  minute;  he  had  lost  16  oz.  of  blood 
an  hour  before ;  I  immediately  took  30  g  of 
blood  from  a  large  orifice  in  his  arm  ;  then  he 
fainted;'  his  convulsions  ceased  after  drawing 
about  20  g .  I  directed  a  full  dose  of  comp.  pd. 
of  jalap,  which  produced  3  al vine  evacuations  in 
2  hours. 

14th.  Complains  of  some  pain  in  the  head, — 1 
directed  a  blister,  opium  1  gr.  calomel  2  gr.  three 
times  a  day,  bowels  to  be  kept  open  with  sulphate 
of  magnesia. — 15th,  convalescent :  in  a  few  days 
returned  to  his  occupations. 

Oct.  17th,  Mr.  S.  aet,  25,  of  sanguine  temper- 
ament, after  severe  exercise,  complained  of  ex- 


cruciating pain  in  the  head  and  bowels.  I  saw 
him  2  hours  after;  his  face  was  red  and  swollen, 
eyes  inflamed,  wjth  furious  delirium  ;  it  took  3 
or  4  persons  to  keep  him  from  biting-  or  other- 
wise injuring  himself;  pulse  was  remarkably  full 
and  hard,  80  in  a  minute  ;  he  occasionally  an- 
swered questions,  said  he  was  well,  but  much  fa- 
tigued. When  more  tranquil,  he  was  constantly 
picking  the  bed-clothes.  From  a  large  opening 
in  his  arm,  I  drew  43  g  of  blood  (he  was  sit  ting 
up)  before  he  fainted.  Cloths  rung  out  of  cold 
water  were  applied  to  his  head;  he  continued 
quite  faint  15  minutes.  After  taking  comp.  pd. 
of  jalap,  he  slept  half  an  hour,  then  awoke,  com- 
plained much  of  his  head,  was  very  delirious, 
his  face  pale,  pulse  soft;  cold  applications  were 
continued;  in  2  hours  the  cathartic  operated;  he 
came  from  the  closestool  perfectly  rational;  did 
not  recollect  any  thing  that  had  taken  place, 
felt  faint,  went  to  bed,  next  day  was  able  to  walk 
out,  felt  weak,  not  proportionably  to  the  loss  of 
blood.  He  soon  returned  to  his  usual  labour. 
New  York. 


EXCISION  FROM  THE  LOWER  JAW. 

A  robust  man,  ast.  68,  was  received  into  the 
hospital  St.  Eloy,  Montpellier,  May  23,  1822. — 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  inferior  lip,  from  one 
commissure  to  the  other,  extending  downwards 
to  the  lower  margin  of  the  chin,  was  in  a  state 
of  cancerous  ulceration.  M.  Lallemand  com- 
menced the  operation  with  two  semi-elliptical 
incisions,  beginning  in  the  superior  lip,  about 
five  or  six  lines  from  the  commissure,  and  ter 
minating  towards  the  middle  of  the  thyroid  car- 
tilage: the  incisions  were  very  convex  above, 
and  nearh  straight  below  the  chin.  Having 
found  the  periosteum  and  bone  affected,  the  for- 
mer being  engorged,  thickened  and  lardaceous, 
M.  L.  abandoned  the  idea  of  attempting  to  pre- 
serve the  lower  jaw.  He  dissected  the  cheek 
on  each  side  to  the  anterior  margin  of  the  mas- 
seters.  In  this  situation  the  periosteum  seemed 
perfectly  sound  ;  here  he  sawed  through  the  jaw, 
commencing  with  the  left  side,  a  little  obliquely 
from  without  to  within,  and  from  behind  for- 
wards;  he  then  detached  the  muscles  and  soft 
parts  on  the  internal  aspect  of  the  jaw,  and  saw- 
ed through  the  right  side  in  the  same  direction. 
The  labial,  sub-maxillary,  and  ranine  arteries 
were  successively  tied,  and  some  other  branches 
that  occasioned  slight  hemorrhage.  He  after- 
wards brought  together  the  inferior  angle  of  the 
wound  by  three  pins  and  the  twisted  suture,  and 
approximated  the  branches  of  the  jaw,  with  the 
soft  parts  covering  them,  by  adhesive  straps,  af- 
ter having  placed  charpie  in  the  interval  which 
separated  them.  The  whole  was  secured  by 
compresses  and  bandages. 

Hemorrhage  from  the  surface  of  the  wound 
occurred  a  short  time  after  the  patient  was  put 
to  bed,  which  occasioned  pressure  upon  the  la- 
rynx and  base  of  the  tongue,  owing  to  the  su- 
tures and  charpie  having  prevented  its  discharge. 
The  patient  had  removed  the  bandages,  and 
when  M.  Lallemand  arrived,  he  found  the.  he- 
morrhage very  considerable,  from  the  whole  di- 
vided surface.  M.  L.  considered  pressure  im- 
possible, owing  to  the  pain  and  mfhculty  of  res 
piration  it  occasioned.  He  applied  actual  cau 
tery  freely  to  the  soft  parts  and  divided  extrem- 
ities of  the  bones,  the  spongy  texture  of  which 
discharged  a  large  quantity  of  blood.     M,  L.  no- 


ticed during  this  process  what  he  had  uniformly 
observed  under  similar  circumstances.  On  each 
application  of  the  cautery,  the  heat  produced 
erection  of  the  vessels  ;  the  blood  was  thrown 
out  with  greater  impetuosity.  In  the  progress 
of  the  treatment,  the  cauterized  extremities  of 
the  bone  exfoliated. 

Fifty  days  after  the  operation,  the  whole  of 
the  wound  was  cicatrized.  An  interval  of  near- 
ly two  inches  existed  between  both  ends  of  the 
jaw,  allowing  the  passage  of  the  tongue,  and 
causing  a  dribbling  of  saliva.  For  this  latter 
evil,  M.  Lallemand  contrived  a  silver  chin  hold- 
ing a  sponge  on  its  concave  surface,  which  could 
be  readily  secured  by  straps  passing  back  over 
the  neck.  By  this  sponge  the  saliva  was  ab- 
sorbed, and  afterwards  pressed  out  by  the  tongue, 
or  any  other  means  ;  and  articulation,  which  was 
before  indistinct,  was   rendered  more   complete, 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  MEN. 

No  human  creature  is  in  general  less  affection- 
ate. When  they  quit  their  relations,  they  expe- 
rience some  regret  at  first,  then  forget  them  so 
completely,  as  to  receive  news  of  their  death 
without  much  sorrow.  Gratitude  is  much  more 
rare  with  them  than  with  other  people.  They 
are  extremely  inclined  to  sexual  union.  They 
consider  women  as  mere  instruments  of  enjoy- 
ment, and  are  very  jealous  of  them.  The  wo- 
men have  much  more  sensibility.  I  saw  some 
letters  written  to  one  of  our  pupils  by  one  of  his 
friends,  lately  returned  to  his  family.  They  con- 
sisted of  expressions  of  delight  at  the  good  din- 
ners he  got,  at  the  fine  ladies  by  whom  he  sat 
on  beautiful  sofas;  not  a  word  of  friendship,  or 
regret  at  separation  from  his  friend. 

A  deaf  and  dumb  man  was  violently  in  love 
with  his  beautiful  wife  ;  his  love  was  manifested 
only  by  immoderate  use  of  marital  privilege, 
and  the  most  odious,  manifest  precautions  of 
jealousy  without  measure  or  motive.  When  he 
came  home,  after  some  hours  of  absence,  he  of- 
ten asked  her,  with  all  the  air  assumed  in  ask- 
ing respecting  the  most  propable  thing,  if  she 
had  not  been  committing  infidelity.  During  a 
disease  of  languor  which  this  young  lady  suffer- 
ed, his  questions  showed  less  anxiety  about  los- 
ing: her,  than  losing  her  freshness  and  beauty. 
When  reproached  for  his  inordinate  use  of  the 
marital  right,  he  intrenched  himself  haughtily 
within  his  marital  sovereignty. 

A  deaf  and  dumb  man  lost  his  wife  whom  he 
loved  passionately,  after  some  months  of  happy 
marriage;  he  seemed  inconsolable.  A  month 
after,  one  of  his  fellow-pupils  expressed  sympa- 
thy fur  his  loss.  The  widower  told  him  meas- 
ures were  in  train  for  finding  another  wife  foF 
him. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  of  our  pupils, 
on  his  return  to  his  native  town,  being  beset 
with  visits  and  invitations,  wrote  to  some  per- 
sons who  were  most  attentive  to  him,  that  he 
wished  them  to  limit  their  friendship  to  sending 
him  every  morning  a  nice  sausage  for  breakfast. 
— J.  M.  G.  Itard,  Physician  of  the  Institution  for 
Deaf  and  Dumb.     Paris,  1821. 

M.  Lavagna  gives  14  cases  of  amenorrhcea,  in 
which  injection  of  ammonia  into  the  vagina  suc- 
ceeded, somelimes  in  24  hours,  at  most  in  5  or  6 
days,  to  produce  the  discharge,  and  remove  pale- 
ness, oppression,  difficulty  of  breathing,  anorex- 
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ia,  weakness,  &c.  in  all  temperaments,  plethor- 
ic, bilious,  pituitous,  and  their  complications. — 
The  proportion  employed  was  10  or  12  drops 
of  alkali,  in  two  spoonsful  of  warm  milk,  often 
repeated  in  the  course  of  the  day.  It  general- 
ly produced  in  the  vagina  a  sensation  more  or 
less  painful,  nothing  dangerous  or   troublesome. 

Bibliotlieca  Italiana. 


INTERNAL  DROPSY  OF  THE  BRAIN. 
{Continued  from  p.  109.) 
An  ingenious  physician  observes,  "  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  any  symptom  mentioned  by 
authors  is  constantly  and  inseparably  connected 
with  this  disease."  The  disease  ma}'  be  con- 
sidered as  founded  on  want  of  energy  in  the  ex- 
halants  and  absorbents  of  the  brain.  May  not 
breach  of  a  lymphatic  sometimes  be  the  proxi- 
mate cause?  From  the  feats  of  activity  children 
are  disposed  to,  we  cannot  wonder  a  vessel  of 
slight  texture  should  give  way.  In  strong,  vig- 
orous constitutions,  the  disease  is  most  frequent, 
and  soonest  fatal.  The  energy  of  the  vessels  of 
the  brain  may  be  impaired  or  destroyed  at  any 
period  of  life,  by  a  variety  of  accidents. 

Petit  oflen  found  the  pituitary  gland  scirrhous 
in  those  who  died  of  this  disease.  Scirrhus,  by 
compressing  neighbouring  absorbents,  may  occa- 
sion dropsy,  as  scirrhous  liver,  pancreas,  &c.  In 
some  of  Whytt's  patients,  blood  taken  from  the 
arm  appeared  very  thin.  The  disease  has  suc- 
ceeded chronic  diseases,  intermittent,  remittent, 
continuous  and  eruptive  fevers,  rheumatism,  con- 
sumption of  the  lungs,  worms,  colic,  palsy,  dys- 
entery, melancholy,  dentition,  insolation,  scrofu- 
la, and  the  healing  of  old  sores. 

Inclination  to  vomit  is  easily  accounted  for  by 
the  sympathy  existing  between  the  head  and 
stomach.  Increased  sensibility  of  the  retina,  oc- 
casioning great  aversion  to  light,  is  probably  ow- 
ing to  irritation  of  the  beds  of  the  optic 
nerves,  from  water  in  the  anterior  ventricles. 
The  optic  nerves  lose  their  sensibility  as  the 
pressure  is  increased;  hence  the  retina  in  the 
same  degree  is  insensible  to  the  light,  and  the 
pupil  remains  dilated.  The  slow  pulse  may  be 
thus  accounted  for: — the  nerves  which  go  to 
the  heart  lose  some  of  their  sensibility  by  pres- 
sure of  the  water,  consequently  the  heart  is  less 
sensible  to  irritation  of  the  venous  blood  return- 
ing into  its  ventricles.  The  heart  cannot  nove 
with  regularity,  because  its  nerves  are  deprived 
of  their  natural  power.  When  the  ventricles 
are  stretched  by  the  water  beyond  a  certain 
pitch,  irritation  quickens  the  pulse. 

The  brain  hems:  greatly  pressed,  uneasiness 
from  the  blood's  difficult  passage  through  the 
lungs  is  less  felt;  the  muscles  of  respiration  are 
not  excited  to  motion  till  sense  of  suffocation 
rouses  them.  This  occasions  slow  respiration  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  disease.  The  fluid,  by 
pressure,  impedes  the  blood's  passage  through 
the  brain  and  its  membranes,  increasing  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  retina  ;  next  occasioning  loss  of 
sig^ht,  and  consequent  dilatation  of  the  pupil ;  af- 
terwards affecting  the  nerves  subservient  to  mo- 
tion of  the  eye,  occasioning  there  irregular  con- 
vulsive motion  and  distention,  usually  observed 
in  that  organ  ;  lastly,  a  still  greater  distention 
brings  on  general  convulsions,  which  usually  pre- 
cede death.  The  patients  die  as  of  depression 
of  the  skull ;  it  makes  little  difference  whether 
the  external  parts  of  the  brain  are   crowded  on 


the  more  central  parts,  or  a  fluid  is  perpetually 
pressed  into  the  cavities  near  the  centre,  forcing 
their  sides  and  the  brain  itself  against  the  skull. 
So  far  as  we  can  learn  from  the  sufferers  them- 
selves, the  pain  is  not  quick  and  darting,  like 
that  of  an  inflamed  part ;  but  tensive,  and  as  if 
forcing  the  head  asunder. 

Whytt  says  he  believes  he  never  cured  one 
patient  whose  symptoms  clearly  denoted  acute 
dropsy  of  the  brain  ;  and  he  suspects  those  who 
imagine  they  have  been  more  successful,  have 
mistaken  another  distemper  for  this.  Fother- 
gill  says,  "  It  has  baffled  all  my  attempts,  alone, 
and  in  consultation  with  the  ablest  of  the   facul- 


ty." Watson  never  saw  but  one  patient  whom 
he  believed  to  have  been  cured.  Ferriar  in  his 
Med.  Hist,  speaks  of  two  cases,  which  he  con- 
sidered spontaneous. — In  dropsy  of  the  abdomen, 
medicines,  by  their  near  stimulus,  increase  the 
action  of  the  absorbents. 

Bleeding  may  be  adviseable.  Cloths,  wel 
with  cold  vinegar,  or  water,  or  solution  of  ice  in 
vinegar,  often  give  the  most  obvious  relief  to 
the  pain.  Blisters  to  the  head,  neck  and  tem- 
ples, generally  relieve  much.  Plentiful  and  re- 
peated evacuations  from  the  bowels  relieve  in 
all  cases  of  congestion  in  the  brain.  In  the  ear- 
Iv  volumes  of  London  Med.  Journ.  the  use  of 
mercury  is  amply  discussed. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  enlightened 
country  where  the  dress  of  the  females  is  less 
suited  to  the  climate  and  customs,  than  ours. — 
Many  mothers  and  daughters  are  3'early  lost, 
from  false  taste  and  injudicious  fashions.  Most 
phthisical  cases  exist  in  patients  who  have  been 
careless  about  their  clothing. 

Persons  afflicted  with  cutaneous  diseases  are 
the  least  obnoxious  to  pulmonary  consumption  ; 
let  their  cutaneous  diseases  be  incautiously  cur- 
ed, they  often  afterwards  fall  victims  to  suppura- 

tion  in  the  lungs.    I  have  seen  coughs,  apparent-i  \  "        ' 

■  f       the    tre't 

ly  phthisical,  disappear    on  the  coming  out  of  a  T 

spontaneous  eruption  of  the  skin.  10.?1  .  8 

By  long  associations  we  are  led  to  intermed- 
dle even  with  all  the  slighter  abberrations  from 
health,  without  sufficiently  reflecting  they  may 
be  temporary,  that  the  system  may  have  the 
power  of  returning  to  its  ordinary  movements. 
We  are  often  prompted  to  this  by  entreaties  of 
patients  or  friends,  b}'  the  high  estimation  in 
which  the  public  holds  whatever  is  medicinal, 
and  by  that  principle  which  prompts  us  to  do 
something  for  appearance,  where  nothing  is  re- 
quired. 

Hippocrates  was  on  many  occasions  merely  a 
spectator  of  fevers.  In  the  last  stage,  particu- 
larly of  severe  cases,  it  is  most  dangerous  to  at- 
tempt a  great  deal  ;  nimia  diligentia,  extreme 
officiousness,  variety  of  prescription,  must  be 
avoided;  the  time  for  demonstiating  the  decided 
efficacy  of  medicine  is  past :  and  perfect  quiet, 
ventilation,  cleanliness,  regular  supplies  of  prop- 
er cordials  and  food,  mild  laxatives,  occasional 
small  opiates  to  allay  irritation,  will  often  do 
more  towards  restoration  than  all  the  specifics 
in  the  world.  There  is  a  tendency  in  nature  to 
remedy  the  remains  of  manv  disorders;  exhaust- 
ed patients  may  be  readily  destroyed  from  zeal 
of  doing  something,  where  nothing  is  required. 
Medical  practice  is  rather  palliative  than  radi- 
cal, rather  removes  effects  than  causes. 


When  patients  fall  into  tranquil  slumber,  they 
should  hardly  ever  be  disturbed  to  give  them 
food,  till  six  or  seven  hours;  for  such  repose 
sometimes  renovates  nature  ,when  she  had  seem- 
ed prostrate  beyond  recovery. 

Complexity  of  prescription  argues  defective 
information.  If  the  conditions  of  the  system  un- 
der which  medicines  were  exhibited  had  been 
carefully  marked,  with  their  several  effects,  we 
might  now  have  been  in  possession  of  sufficient 
facts  to  draw  general,  correct  inferences  res- 
pecting their  influence  and  application.  Many 
articles  require  to  be  erased  from  our  pharma- 
copoeia ;  we  want  precision  in  application  of 
those  most  commonly  employed,  which  is  attain- 
able by  assiduous  observation  of  the  sick.  Let 
us  not  exhaust  our  patient  by  too  rapid  or  too  long 
succession  of  expedients,  an  error  into  which  we 
are  apt  to  fall,  in  treatment  of  many  chronic  dis- 
eases, from  anxiety  to  alleviate  or  remove  some 
prominent  symptom  ;  when  one  measure  fails, 
we  recur  to  another,  till  accumulated  irritation 
of  unsuccessful  applications  is  added  to  that  qf 
the  disease. 

Physicians  should  select  a  few  of  the  mo-*t  ef- 
fectual medicines  of  each  sort  ;  not  run  into  the 
immense  farrago  some  are  so  fond  of.  By  so  do- 
ing, we  soon  become  acquainted  with  their  effects, 
and  readily  distinguish  between  the  symptoms 
of  the  disease  and  those  caused  by  the  medicine. 

We  have  abundance  of  reputed  remedials  for 
diseases    most   frequently  found    incurable  ;    the 
agents  are  simple  and  few  on  which  we  can  rely 
in  diseases  of  an  opposite  class.     So  long  as  we 
attempt    to    cover  our  ignorance  by  such  terms 
as  nervous,  bilious,  dyspeptic,  spasmodic,  &c.   so 
long   will   our   practice  be  mere  experiment   in 
most  chronic   affections.      We  may  make   a  sort 
of  druggist's  shop  of  the  stomach  of  every  pa- 
tient under  chronic  disease,  by  alternately  cram- 
ming it  with  most  of  the  articles  of  the  pharma- 
but  we  shall  not,  probably,  advance  in 
itment.     From   long,  unbiassed  observa- 
nt fully  convinced,  most  of  the  medicines 
called  tonics,  are  either    useless   or  pernicious  ; 
if   these  were  erased    from  the  pharmacopoeias, 
it  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  profession  and  man- 
kind, for  they  only  serve  to  mislead  the  former, 
and  to  tantalize  or  injure  the  latter.     Tonic  me- 
dicines generally  oppress  the  digestive  functions, 
or  operate  as  direct  stimulants;    in  either   case, 
they  are  improper  in  convalescence  ;  by  the  first, 
the}'  may  destroy  natural   appetite,    by  the  last, 
they  may  lead  to  chronic  inflammations. 


No  man  should  practise  physic,  who  is  not  at 
all  times  fully  prepared  to  risk  his  professional 
reputation  to  the  chance  of  saving  his  patient's 
life.  It  is  often  almost  certain  disease  will  end 
fatally,  unless  arrested  or  moderated  by  some 
prompt  application.  Personal  expediency -might 
suggest  to  the  physician  to  avoid  measures  which 
may  make  immediate  impression.  There  is  a 
right  and  wrong,  independent  of  consequences  ; 
that  which  we  know  and  feel  to  be  our  duty, 
we  ought  steadily  to  pursue,  even  if  it  expose  us 
to  censure,  or  secret  insinuation.  We  cannot 
always  command  success,  even  in  the  most  prom- 
ising cases ;  where  we  fail,  the  best  consolation 
is  {he  consciousness  of  having  done  our  utmost. 

In  puerperal  fever  my  success  has  been  owing 
solely  to  decision  and  attention  ;  I  have  watched 
my  patients   through  the  day,  and  through  the 
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night  till  they  were  in  safety.  The  loss  of  a 
night  has  often  been  an  omission  no  future  at- 
tention of  the  anxious  practitioner  could  recall. 
I  caution  my  brethren  not  to  let  the  night  pass 
without  visiting  their  patients  under  such  peri- 
ods diseases.  It  is  frequently  best  to  sit  up  all 
nlgHt  with  patients.  We  should  devote  our^ 
selves  earnestly  to  the  science  of  the  profession, 
and  to  all  the  duties  of  humanity.  It  is  no  un- 
important part  in  medical  wariness,  for  a  man  to 
see  his  orders  in  critical  cases  carried  fully  into 
effect,  else  he  may  be  grievously  disappointed. 

The  three  powers  which  affect  disease,  inde- 
pendent of  the  physician,  are— the  cause,  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  is  applied,  and 
the  condition  of  the  patient.  The  same  cause 
always  produces  similar  effects  ;  the  effects  are 
modified  by  peculiarities  of  place,  season,  and 
patients;  still  they  are  reducible  to  varieties 
which  observe  regular  laws;  if  those  varieties 
bid  always  been  marked  and  separated  with 
care,  what  seems  a  chaos  in  physic  would  have 
presented  an  harmonious  arrangement. 

Whenever  fever  is  ushered  in  by  any  thing 
like  a  cold  stage,  local  inflammation  is  the  effect 
of  the  subsequent  excitement ;  if  several  individ- 
uals were  exposed  to  the  same  general  shock, 
flie  brain  might  suffer  in  one,  the  lungs  in  an- 
other, the  stomach  in  a  third,  the  liver  in  a 
fourth,  according  to  the  respective  conditions  of 
these  parts  when  the  exciting  power  was  appli- 
ed. Whenever  an  irritation  arises  in  any  one 
who  has  tendency  towards  a  particular  disease, 
if  that  irritation  be  neglected,  the  particular  dis- 
ease will  be  always  most  sure  to  supervene  ;  in 
this  way  I  saw  madness  follow  a  disregarded  dis- 
order of  the  skin. 

No  important  part  can  be  materially  disorder- 
ed   without    re-acting   on  other  parts,  which    in 
their  turn  give  rise  to  morbid  actions;    thus  the 
whole  system    is   drawn    into  consent.     Minute 
distinction  between  inflammations   in  the  various 
textures  and  organs  of  the  same  cavity,  will    of- 
ten be  found  embarrassing  or  useless.     It  is  not 
easy  to  say  when  the  mucous,  and  when  the  se- 
rous   membrane  only  is    inflamed ;    some  of  the 
symptoms  are  common.     For  practice,  it  is  gen- 
erally enough  to  know  internal  inflammation  ex- 
ists ;  wherever  seated,  similar  principles  of  treat- 
ment  must    be    adopted.     If  one    region    seem 
more   especially    affected,    attention   should    be 
carefully  directed  to  that  quarter,  but  not  with- 
drawn from  even  distant  parts;    views  of  fever 
cannot  be  correct,  without  being  comprehensive. 
My  observations  have  not  furnished  me  with 
the  means  of  discriminating  inflammation  of  fhe 
stomach  from  that  of  inflammation  of  the  heart. 
In  the  advanced  stages  of  both,  the   stomach    is 
usually  alike    irritable.     Dissections    have  fully 
satisfied  mo,  pain    is   sometimes    in  the    bowels, 
when    inflammation    is  confined   to  the  stomach, 
and  vice-versa.     In    two  cases  of  typhus,  in    my 
practice,  pain  was  so  frequently  referred  to    the 
vicinity  of  the  heart,  the  pulse  so  very  irregular 
throughout,  carditis   might    have    been    readily 
suspected  ;  on  examining  after  death,  I  discover- 
ed the  stomach  was  the  chief  seat  of  inflamma- 
tion, the    heart  and  its  appendages    being    quite 
free  from  disease.  In  these  instances  there  were 
a  distressful  vomiting,  and  sense  of  burning  heat 
at  the  stomach.     However  circumscribed  inflam- 
matory action  may  be  at  first,  it  often  so  speedi- 


ly implicates  neighbouring  parts,  it  becomes  no 
easy  matter  to  decide  precisely  where  it  has 
commenced,  or  where  it  may  terminate.  The 
practitioner  can  often  only  express  himself  as- 
sured of  its  existence  ;  the  mechanician  knows 
when  a  complicated  piece  of  machinery  is  going 
improperly  from  the  nature  of  its  motion  ;  he 
cannot  always  specify,  by  external  inspection, 
the  part  especially  disordered. 

In  dissections  after  inflammatory  diseases,  I 
have  been  struck  with  the  exceedingly  slight 
vestiges  of  inflammation;  I  could  nol  but  be  con- 
vinced the  patients  had  not  died  of  inflammation, 
but  from  irritation,  from  that  increased  and  con- 
tinued labour  of  the  heart  till  it  is  at  last  ex- 
hausted.    (See  Med.  Int.  p.  67.) 

When  the  stomach  has  been  evacuated  in  sim- 
ple typhus,  empty  the  lower  intestines  by  a  large 
injection,  which  frequently  lessens  or  allays  ir- 
ritability of  the  stomach,  and  thus  gives  the  ape- 
rients afterwards  exhibited  the  fairest  chance  of 
being  retained.  It  is  often  a  round-fibout  way 
to  pass  a  purgative  along  the  whole  intestines, 
when  the  matter  to  be  dislodged  is  only  in  the 
lower  portion,  when  it  can  be  more  safely  and 
promptly  accomplished  by  injection.  Except 
when  some  very  irritating  substance  is  added, 
clysters  operate  principally  by  distention  ;  tepid 
water  commonly  suits  as  well  as  any  thing.  A 
small  quantity  often  fails  to  operate  ;  a  large  quan- 
tity   rarely  fails. 

Popular  errors,  on  medical  subjects,  are  most- 
ly the  errors  of  the  phj'sicians  of  former  ages. 

In  the  ordinary  manner  of  venesection,  syn- 
cope can  be  caused  but  by  very  copious  deple- 
tion;  to  induce  it  with  as  little  loss  of  blood  as 
possible,  bleed  from  a  large  orifice,  the  patient 
standing,  properly  supported  ;  ten  or  sixteen  oz. 
taken  away  in  that  position,  frequently  have  the 
desired  effect,  under  all  the  forms  of  inflamma- 
tory typhus.  When  there  are  obstacles  to  vene- 
section in  the  above  manner,  it  may  be  done 
while  the  patient  is  on  the  breech.  Or  the  ves- 
sel may  be  opened  as  the  patient  lies  flat,  and  5  or 
6  oz.  be  allowed  to  flow,  when  his  trunk  should  be 
suddenly  elevated  to  a  right  angle  with  his  low- 
er extremities  ;  this  will  often  cause  immediate 
nausea,  and  soon  lead   to    faintness. 

The  head  of  the  bed  of  patients  under  great 
determination  of  blood  to  th«  brain,  should  be 
raised  at  least  8  or    10   inches    at  the  top.  ' 

In  all  febrile  affections  of  children,  allay  Irri- 
tation as  speedily  and  as  mildly  as  possible  ;  if  ii 
should  long  continue  unsubdued,  it  mostly  ex- 
hausts   their   strength,    and   proves   fatal.     (See 


favourite  pursuit.  This  eminent  and  skilful  phy- 
sician, had  studied  under  Boerhaave,  Gaubius, 
and  Albinus.  Constant  correspondence  was  main- 
tained between  them  after  Dr.  Willis'  removal 
to  Dunston,  near  Lincoln,  where  he  was  first 
called  into  general  practice,  which  in  a  few  years 
became  so  extensive  as  not  to  be  confined  to  his 
own  county. 

1769  he  was  appointed,  in  concert  with  Dr. 
Petrie,  physician  to  the  hospital  at  Lincoln ;  for 
the  six  following  years  he  never  ceased  his  reg- 
ular attendance  at  it  twice  a  week,  though  near- 
ly ten  miles  from  his  residence.  Having  very 
early  succeeded  in  the  cure  of  a  decided  case  of 
insanity,  and  been  equally  fortunate  in  oth- 
er similar  cases,  his  name  became  so  eminent 
for  restoring  the  disordered  mind,  patients  were 
brought  to  him  from  great  distances.  So  much 
did  his  fame  and  success  in  diseases  of  this  na- 
ture increase,  he  might  at  any  time  have  resign- 
ed general  practice  ;  but  being  of  very  active 
mind,  and  a  lover  of  his  profession,  it  ended  on- 
ly with  his  death,  which  happened  in  his  90th 
year,*  at  Gretford,  near  Stamford,  (to  which 
place  he  had  removed  in  1776,)  the  present  re- 
sidence of  Dr.  John  Willis,  francis  willis,  m.d. 
8,  Queen  Ann  St.  London,  [grandson  of  Dr. F.W. 


Med.  Int.  p.  99.) 
,   London,  1819. 


JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  M.  D. 


*  He  was  born  in  1718,  and  died  in  1807. 


In  "  Engravings,  representing  generation,  by 
Thos.  Denman,  M.  D.  London,  1815,"  is,  we  be- 
lieve, the  first  just  engraving  of  spontaneous 
rupture  of  the  uterus.  Behind,  opposite  the 
projection  of  the  sacrum,  the  body  of  the  child 
escaped  into  the  abdomen.  No  attempts  were 
made  to  extract  the  child  ;  all  the  parts  are  ex- 
hibited precisely  in  the  undisturbed  state  in  which 
they  appeared  on  making  a  crucial  incision 
through  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen. 


Francis  Willis,  M.D.  was  designed  by  his  fath- 
er for  the  church,  and  was  sent  to  Oxford,  where, 
when  of  proper  age,  he  entered  into  holy  orders. 
So  strong  was  his  inclination  in  favour  of  physic, 
that  even  while  an  under  graduate,  his  time  was 
specially  employed  in  the  study  of  it.  He  be- 
came a  Fellow,  some  time  Vice-Principal  of  Bra- 
zen Nose  College  ;  in  1759  took  the  regular 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Physic  in  Ihesame  univer- 
sity, having  before  this  period  practised  several 
years.  He  obtained  the  acquaintance  of  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Alcock,  from  whom  he  received 
every  encouragement  and  assistance  that  friend- 
ship could  suggest  toward  the  attainment  of  his 
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Eliza  Tlobbins,                                                        42 
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Sally  Taylor,                                                           22 
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Thomas  Bald,                                                         47 

16 

Nathaniel  Ware,                                                    25 

Thomas  Green, 

Nancy  Forbes,                                                        46 

Sarah  M.  Cooper,                                                     3 

17 

Margaret  J.  Parker,                                               27 

Joseph  Freefelthtr,                                                32 

18 

Mary  Fagan, 

Loney  Virginia, 

Sally  Mc  Donald, 

James  Miller, 

Sally  Abrams,                                                         46 

Henry  Haskell,                                                      14 

— < Pepper, 

19 

Susan  Richards,                                                     40 

20 

Adeline  Ellis  Cline,                                          1 1  mo. 

Consumption  4,   canker  1,   lung  fever  1,    stillborn  2r 
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PRUNUS  V1RGINIANA. 
The  bark  possesses  decided  tonic  powers.  It 
is  seldom  exhibited  internally,  in  consequence  of 
its  seldom  being  kept  in  the  apothecaries1  shops. 
It  is  intensely  bitter,  in  some  degree  astringent 
and  aromatic. .  The  bark  of  every  part  of  the 
tree,  is  not  unfrequently  useful,  in  a  nutnber  of 
cases  of  diseases  of  debility.  In  several  cases  of 
intermittents  I  have  directed  its  internal  use, 
with  the  most  unequivocal  success.  Very  large 
doses  sometimes  excite  vertigo,  which  generally 
passes  oft,  after  a  suspension  or  diminution  of  its- 
use  for  twenty  four  hours.  Forty  grains  of  the 
powdered  bark  is  a  sufficient  dose.  It  may  be 
given  in  infusion  or  decoction,  with  Rad.  serpent, 
aristolochice.  "  The  leaves  are  poisonous  to  cer- 
tain animals,  as  calves.  The  berries  intoxicate 
different  kinds  of  birds."  Wm.  Zoixickoffer, 

M.  D.   correspond,   mem.   of  the  Med.-Botan.  Soc 
Lon.  fyc-  Middlcburg,  Md.  Nov.  21,  1823. 


A  child  of  Mr.  P.  of  this  town,  ast.  4  yrs.  was 
taken  immediately  after  birth  with  severe  epi- 
leptic fits,  and  since  that  time  has  had  from  3  to 
8  daily.  His  countenance  is  interesting,  his  stat- 
ure equal  to  that  of  most  children  of  his  age.  He 
has  never  spoken,  and  seldom  cries.  The  pu- 
pils are  much  dilated,  not  affected  by  the  strong- 
est light.  His  hearing  is  acute,  but  he  is  no 
better  judge  of  sound  than  an  infant  10  days  old. 
He  has  never  attempted  to  sit  erect;  the  right 
arm  and  leg  appear  paralysed  ;  he  never  moves 
them.  He  has  as  many  teeth  as  most  children 
of  his  age  ;  he  never  moves  his  jaws,  and  has 
never  taken  any  solid  food.  His  bowels  are 
very  costive  ;  he  frequently  passes  4  days  with- 
out any  evacuation.  He  knows  no  more  than 
when  born,  and  is  as  helpless  as  at  birth.  His 
parents  have  never  applied  to  a  physician,  nor 
given  him  any  medicine.         l.  a.  smith,  m.  d. 

Williamstown,  Arov.  3,  1823. 


***  ***,  was  a  merchant  in  London,  in  whose 
pulse,  during  my  attendance  on  him,  which  was 
occasionally  during  ten  or  twelve  years,  I  never 
discovered  any  intermission.  His  pulse,  when 
he  considered  himself  well,  seldom  exceeded  32 
beats  in  a  minute  ;  in  disease,  the  number  was 
usually  22;  once  I  counted  only  17  strokes.  In 
a  regular  fever,  it  was  not  more  than  60;  the 
disease  ran  on  a  fortnight,  with  hot,  dry  skin, 
white,  furred,  parched  tongue,  and  occasional 
delirium.  In  complete  health,  as  he  then  con- 
sidered himself,  he  dropped  in  the  street  and 
expired.     {See  Med.  Int.  p.  116.) 

Venesection  in  sudden  seizures. — Public  opinion, 
proceeding  upon  superficial  observation  that  some 
tits  have  been  relieved  by  venesection,  presses 
the  practitioner  to  bleed  in  all.  The  crowd 
drawn  together  forces  him  to  act  in  opposition 
to  his  judgment :  if  the  patient  recovers,  the 
cure  is  attributed  to  the  instant  blood-letting  ;  if 
he  dies,  the  conclusion  is,  "  nothing  could  have 
saved  him."  My  opinion  is,  the  "  cure"  is,  in 
most  instances,  only  a  lucky  escape  from  death; 
the  conclusion  is  not  that  of  science. — J.  Lath- 


am, M.  D.  F.  ii.  S.  /Vcs.  of  the  Coll.  of  Physicians, 
London.     Dec.  IG,  1819. 


PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 
At  the  Hotel-Dieu,  1804,  a  very  plethoric  wo- 
man, in  the  prime  of  life,  was  delivered  while 
she  was  in  a  sleep  so  deep  it  might  have  been 
taken  for  apoplexy.  This  state  succeeded  vio- 
lent convulsions,  and  lasted  two  days.  On  wak- 
ing, she  had  no  consciousness  of  what'  had  pass- 
ed ;  she  would  not  even  agree  that  she  had  been 
pregnant.  Twice  I  have  attended  a  lady  whose 
labour  was  interrupted  by  violent  convulsions; 
no  sooner  had  she  been  plunged  in  tepid  water, 
than  she  was  delivered  as  if  by  a  charm. —  J.  Ca- 
puron,  M.  D.  Prof  of  Midwifery.       Paris,  1823. 


Princess  Pauline,  of  Schwarzemberg,  died 
pregnant  in  Pans,  1808,  in  consequence  of  a 
burn.  She  was  opened  the  day  after  the  acci- 
dent;  the  child  was  alive. 

A  woman  was  stabbed  to  death  ;  the  fetus  was 
wounded,  and  48  hours  after  the  mother's  death, 
taken  out  alive,  by  Cesarian  operation,  uardien. 

Paris,  1816. 


The  signs,  given  \by  writers  on  legal  medicine,  to 
ascertain  whether  a  person,  found  hung,  zvas 
hung  before  or  after  death,  do  not  appear  or 
they  disappear,  if  the  cord  is  removed  immediate- 
ly, or  even  within  several  liours  after  death. 
Nane,  ait.  34,  insane,  Dec.  27,  1822,  8,  A.  M. 
took  some  soup  and  bread,  furnished  herself  with 
a  cord  which  supported  a  young  tree  ;  at  9,  A. 
M.  she  was  found  hanging.  Her  face  was  un- 
changed ;  there  were  crumbs  of  bread  at  the  left 
angle  of  her  lips;  the  natural  heat  remained. — 
There  was  a  bruise,  5  lines  in  diameter,  on  the 
right  jugular  ;  on  the  neck  was  the  double  im- 
pression of  a  cord,  2  lines  in  diameter ;  one  im- 
pression was  almost  horizontal,  the  other  oblique 
from  under  the  chin,  behind  each  ear,  to  the 
back  of  the  head;  the  skin  was  not  discoloured, 
not  even  under  the  cord  ;  there  was  no  ecchy- 
mosis. She  had  put  the  cord  horizontally  on  the 
back  of  the  neck,  crossed  the  ends  under  the 
chin,  and  carried  them  behind  the  ears  and  head 
to  a  post.  A  woman,  300  feet  off",  who  saw  her 
movements  without  understanding  their  object, 
ran  to  her  and  detached  the  cord.  The  left 
jugular  was  opened  without  obtaining  blood  ;  a 
vein  of  the  right  arm  was  opened  ;  but  3ii.  of 
black,  thick  blood  was  obtained,  by  drops.  The 
body  was  carried  to  the  infirmary  on  a  bed ;  it 
showed  no  signs  of  death ;  manual  friction  was 
used  with  wool,  alkohol,  and  ammonia;  attempts 
were  made  to  draw  blood  from  the  openings  be- 
fore made  ;  air  was  blown  in  by  an  elastic  tube  and 
bellows;  pressure  was  applied  alternately  to  the 
hypochondres  and  flanks,  to  produce  motions  of 
expiration  ;  sulphuric  ether  was  introduced  into 
the  mouth.  After  \\  hour  of  fruitless  attempts, 
we  left  the  body  on  the  bed. 

1,  P.  M.  the  features  were  unchanged,  the 
body  not  cold,  the  limbs  cold.  5,  P.  M.  the  body 
cold,  face  a  little  discoloured,  limbs  a  little  stiff, 
head  inclined  to  the  right,  and  stiff,  legs  slightly 


livid;    the    double    impression    of  the  cord  was 
slightly  brown. 

Dec.  28,  6,  A.  M.  face  a  little  bloated  and  liv- 
id, limbs  stiff,  feet  and  half  of  the  legs  livid.  10, 
A.  M.  face  bloated  and  livid,  the  double  impres- 
sion of  the  cord  less  deep  ;  the  skin  impressed 
was  browu,  as  if  burnt,  without  ecchymosis;  the 
bruise  had  disappeared  ;  the  membranes  of  the 
brain  were  very  slightly  injected,  the  brain  not 
at  all;  the  heart  and  lungs  empty  of  blood, 

***  ***^  g,j  ggj  was  seen  entering  a  cellar  ; 
5|  hours  after,  she  was  found  hanging  by  a  very- 
small  cord,  her  face,  lips  and  limbs  livid,  a  bloody 
froth  about  her  lips,  the  impression  by  the  cord 
very  deep,  and  brown  as  if  burnt;  no  ecchymo- 
sis. 20  hours  after  death,  the  face  was  swelled, 
membranes  of  the  brain  a  little  injected,  brain 
unaltered,  the  lower  posterior  portion  of  the 
right  lungs  infiltrated  with  black  blood,  appa- 
rently silica  death,  the  heart  full  of  black  fluid 
blood. 

An  insane  man  made  a  slip-knot  in  the  cravat 
about  his  neck,  and  seizing  a  moment  when  his 
domestics  were  absent,  he  tied  the  two  ends  to 
the  window-curtain,  and  hung  himself.  He  had 
scarcely  done  this  when  his  people  entered,  un- 
fastened him,  put  him  on  the  bed,  gave  him  air, 
&c.  The  body  presented  no  alteration  of  fea- 
tures, no  ecchymosis,  no  froth  at  the  mouth. 

An  insane  man,  get.  40,  hung  himself  in  the 
night,  with  a  noose  of  ribband  from  the  top  of 
his  bed  ;  his  knees  almost  rested  on  the  bed- 
clothes; some  heat  remained  about  the  stomach- 
Scarcely  was  the  string  broke,  the  body  put  on 
the  bed,  and  the  windows  open,  when  the  swell- 
ing and  lividity  of  the  face,  and  lividity  of  the 
penis  disappeared.  esquirol, 

Paris,  Jan.  1,  1823. 


It  has  frequently  occurred  to  me  to  have  bee» 
consulted,  within  the  last  fifteen  years,  respect- 
ing a  pulsation,  distinctly  felt  in  the  epigastric 
region.  From  a  good  deal  of  experience  on  this 
subject,  I  am  enabled  to  say,  the  increased  pul- 
sation very  rarely  depends  on  disease  of  the  aor- 
ta, or  its  large  branches  in  that  place  ;  and  is  al- 
most constantly  of  very  little  importance.  I  re- 
collect but  one  instance  in  which  it  depended  on 
aneurism. 

This  symptom  is  more  apt  to  take  place  at  the 
middle  period  of  life  than  at  any  other;  I  have 
known  one  or  two  instances  in  persons  about  the 
age  of  30.  It  occur*  more  commonly  in  men. 
In  one  individual  the  pulsation  is  much  stronger 
than  in  another;  in  the  same  individual  it  varies 
a  good  deal  in  strength.  In  some  instances  it  ia 
stronger  in  the  evening  than  in  the  forenoon ; 
generally  more  distinct  when  the  patient  is  hor- 
izontal. Sometimes  the  pulsation  is  visible  even 
at  some  distance,  when  the  surface  of  the  region 
is  exposed  to  view.  In  some  instances  the  boun- 
dary of  the  artery  can  be  very  distinctly  felt,  oc- 
casionally nearly  as  low  as  the  navel.  The 
pulse  is  commonly  neither  intermittent,  nor  re- 
markable for  frequency,  strength,  or  weakness. 
I  have  had  two  opportunities  of  examining  after 
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death  persons  who  had  this  pulsation  very  strong- 
ly. One  person  died  from  an  nicer  in  the  sto- 
mach ;  the  other  from  a  very  long  typhus,  where 
the  stomach  was  sound.  In  hoth  cases  tne  aor- 
ta, the  branches  of  the  coeliac,  and  the  superior 
mesenteric  artery  were  perfectly  free  from  ap- 
pearance of  diseased  structure.  The  arterial 
system  was  not  more  extensively  exarnined : 
theie  was  no  reason  to  believe  any  part  ot  it 
was  diseased. 

This  increased  pulsation,  in  most  cases,  is  con- 
nected with  imperfect  digestion,  and  an  irritable 
constitution.  It  produces  not  much  inconveni- 
ence, specially  where  the  mind  has  ceased  being- 
anxious  about  it;  a  person  may  live  with  it  as 
long  as  if  it  did  not  exist.  Some  years  ago  1  was 
consulted  by  an  old  man  concerning  a  slight  par- 
alytic affection;  he  spoke  about  a  pulsation  in 
the  epigastric  region,  distinctly  to  be  felt.  On 
account  of  it  he  had  consulted  Sir  Caesar  Haw- 
kins, Mr.  Bromfield,  and  Dr.  Hunter,  25  years 
before.  Sir  Caesar  and  Mr.  Bromfield  told  him 
it  was  aneurism  of  the  aorta;  and  Dr.  Hunter 
told  him  he  did  not  know  what  it  was.  From 
the  appearance  of  the  patient,  his  health  seem- 
ed to  have  been  very  little  impaired  by  it. 

When  the  boundaries  of  the  artery  can  be  felt 
distinctly,  anil  the  artery  ascertained  to  be  of 
the  usual  sizo,  it  is  clear  that  the  disease  is  not 
aneurism.  When  a  round  circumscribed  tumour 
pulsates  against  the  fingers,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  the  disease  is  aneurism  of  the  aorta  or 
coeliac  artery.  When  the  pulsation  has  continu- 
ed for  several  years  without  the  health  being 
materially  impaired,  even  if  the  boundaries  of 
the  artery  should  not  be  distinctly  felt,  there  is 
the  -strongest  reason  to  believe  the  pulsation  does 
aot  depend  on  aneurism,     m.  baillie,  m.  o.  f.  r.  s. 

London,  December  2,  1812. 

Cancer,  and  fragility  of  bones. 

Margaret  Lambert,  botcher,  jet.  56,  of  lym- 
phatic temperament,  March  1,  1815,  broke  the 
Beck  of  the  right  thigh-bone,  by  a  fall  from  her 
feed.  After  110  days  of  faithful  surgical  treat- 
ment, it  remained  disunited. 

She  had  in  the  left  breast  a  tumour,  as  large 
as  the  fist,  which  for  5  years  was  ulcerated  and 
'cicatrized  several  times.  April  20,  1813,  the 
ulcerated  point  was  covered  with  a  hard  crust, 
which  was  detached  in  2  or  3  days.  The  ul- 
eer  was  then  \  inch  in  diameter ;  it  suppurated 
for  about  8  days,  then  became  covered  with  a 
erust,  and  suppurated  no  more. 

On  the  110th  day,  the  limb  was  merely  ban- 
daged, on  account  of  oedema.  The  lower  limbs 
were  acutely  painful,  the  upper  ones  still  more 
so,  and  she  could  not  move  them.  3  or  4  days 
after,  turning  in  bed,  she  broke  the  right  hume- 
rus at  its  middle  ;  8  days  after,  the  left  thigh 
bone,  below  the  great  trochanter.  She  said,  this 
day,  that  before  she  fell  from  her  bed,  her  thigh 
was  bent.     She  died  July  14,  of  adynamic  fever. 

The  fragments  of  the  left  thigh-bone  were 
surrounded  with  a  little  blood,  apparently  from 
their  broken  ends  ;  they  did  not  present  the  vas- 
cular network  which  preludes  formation  of  cal- 
lus ;  the  thigh-bone  was  not  softened,  except  a 
little  at  the  surface  of  the  fracture.  The  left 
mnominatum  bone  was  unchanged.  The  right 
thigh-bone,  from  its  neck  to  its  middle,  was  twice 
as  large  as  usual,  hard,  fleshy,  lardaceous,  inter- 
spersed with  yery  fine  bony  layers;  the  trochan- 


ters were  distinguishable  but  by  the  large  size 
of  the  bone  in  their  place;  -|  inch  of  the  neck, 
where  seemed  to  have  been  the  first  fracture, 
was  fibrous,  without  any  appearance  of  bone  ; 
the  head  was  not  enlarged  ;  its  cartilage  was 
unchanged;  the  spongy  part  was  so  soft  as 
to  yield  to  the  least  pressure.  The  circumfer- 
ence of  the  cartilage  of  the  acetabulum  and  the 
synovial  body  were  swelled  ;  the  triangular  liga- 
ment was  softened,  also  the  iliac  crest.  An  inch 
of  the  middle  of  the  thigh  bone  was  sound; — 
thence  to  the  condyles,  it  was  twice  the  usual 
size;  a  scalpel  penetrated  it  easily  :  the  condyles 
were  of  the  usual  size,  their  cartilages  unchang- 
ed, their  spongy  substance  softened. 

The  fragments  of  the  humerus  were  not  unit- 
ed, and  showed  no  callus;  they  were  covered 
with  fleshy  protuberances  on  almost  all  their 
surface  ;  some  points  of  their  circumference 
were  necrose.  At  the  fracture  was  a  small  effu- 
sion of  blood,  seemingly  from  friction  of  the 
fragments  on  one  another.  The  medullary  ca- 
nal was  obliterated  by  a  reticular  texture  for 
an  inch  about  the  fracture,  and  the  compact  tex- 
ture was  softened  ;  a  scalpel  penetrated  it  easi- 
ly ;  the  rest  of  the  bone  seemed  to  have  its  usu- 
al hardness. — The  tumour  of  the  breast  was  one 
lardaceous  mass. — M.  Nicod,  chief  Surgeon  of  the 
hospital  Bcaujon.     Paris,  1819. 

(See  Med.  Int.  p.  55.) 


Jan.  24,  1816,  a  man  fell  from  a  height,  and 
injured  the  right  parietal  bone  near  the  coronal 
suture.  He  recovered  from  the  effects  of  con- 
cussion, but  after  an  interval,  was  attacked  with 
rigors,  became  quite  insensible,  and  lay  with 
stertorous  breathing  and  total  relaxation  of  one 
side.  This  implied  formation  of  matter;  the 
bone  was  exposed,  and  found  bare,  the  pericra- 
nium having  separated  from  it.  The  trephine 
was  applied,  no  matter  found  under  the  hone  ; 
next  day  the  patient  died.  On  dissection,  the 
left  posterior  lobe  of  the  cerebrum  was  found 
inflamed,  and  covered  with  purulent  matter. 

In  every  injury  of  the  head,  there  must  be 
more  or  less  of  that  reflected  impulse,  which 
shakes  and  injures  the  finer  texture  of  the  brain 
Suspend  a  hoop  horizontally  by  cords,  so  that 
balls  suspended  by  threads,  touch  it  on  all  sides. 
Strike  a  certain  point  of  the  circle,  let  a  ball  be 
suspended  on  the  point  opposite,  touching  the 
inside  of  a  circle  ;  let  other  balls  be  placed  lat- 
erally on  the  hoop,  outside.  By  striking  the 
hoop,  the  ball,  opposite  the  part  struck,  will  be 
driven  inward,  t lie  balls  on  the  outside  of  the 
hoop  will  be  sent  outward.  chs.  bell. 

Westminster. 

Report  of  the  medical  Committee  of  the  Middlesex 
Hospital,  Westminster,   on   a  mode   of  treating 
Cancer  by  compression.     June  22,  1816. 
If  the  cancer  be  open,  the  holes  are  filled  with 
chalk,  finely  levigated  ;    all  the  surface  is  thick- 
ly covered  with   hair  powder;    over  this,  long 
plaster-straps  cover  the    whole    tumour;    over 
this  are   placed  linen  compresses,  bound  down 
with  a  roller,  firmly  applied,  six  yards  long;  or, 
over  the  first  straps  are  laid  a  second  set,  then  a 
plate  of  lead,  then  the  roller.     8  cases  of  open 
cancer,  and  8  of  the  scirrhous  kind,  have  been 
submitted   to    compression,   some    for    several 
mouths,  at  the  Middlesex  hospital. 


In  some  cases  of  open  cancer,  with  considera-' 
hie  oedema,  pressure  was  useful  in  lessening  the 
tumour  :  it  had  not  any  salutary  influence  on  the 
specific  nature  of  the  disease.  It  frequently 
gave  so  much  pain,  patients  could  not,  after  re- 
peated trials,  endure  it,  under  any  modification  ; 
often  it  appeared  to  hasten  the  fatal  event.  la 
the  scirrhous  tumours,  the  disease  advanced,  ren- 
dering extirpation  necessary  in  two  instances:  in 
six  others,  the  disease  passed  into  ulceration,  as- 
suming the  usual  malignant  appearances,  and 
terminating  in  death.  Two  cases  still  remain 
under  care: 


SPONTANEOUS  RESTORATIVE  PRINCIPLE. 

The  faculty  of  clearly  comprehending,  and 
fairly  interpreting  the  ways  and  aims  of  nature, 
is  one  of  the  highest  efforts  of  reason,  and  attain- 
able only  by  attentive  study,  and  a  happy  turn 
for  observation. 

Artificial  remedies  can  seldom  be  considered 
other  than  auxiliaries  to  the  spontaneous  princi- 
ple of  restoration.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulties of  medical  philosophy  to  ascertain  what 
symptoms  are  referable  to  disease,  what  to  the 
warfare  of  the  restorative  with  the  noxious  prin- 
ciple. 

Spontaneous  hemorrhages  are  generally  salu- 
tary efforts  of  nature  to  relieve  repletion,  are 
very  seldom  fatal,  and,  if  left  to  themselves  so  as 
to  induce  syncope,  stop  by  suspension  of  the  cir- 
culation ;  leave  being  given  for  a  thrombus  to 
form,  do  not  return  on  the  revival  of  the  patient. 

A  great  obstacle,  in  the  way  of  practical  judg- 
ment, is  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  to  what  de- 
gree the  efforts  of  nature  operate  in  restoration 
of  health,  in  what  cases,  to  what  point  interposi- 
tion of  art  is  necessary  and  salutary,  and  how 
the  operations  of  nature  and  of  art  are  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  each  other.  In  animals  and  . 
man,  not  only  wounds  are  cured,  but  various 
maladies  removed,  without  any  interposition  of 
art.  Whatever  deserves  the  name  of  cure,  is  re- 
ferable to  the  work  of  nature  ;  art  consists  in  ex- 
citing it  when  languid,  restraining  it  when  vehe- 
ment, changing  morbid  action,  or  obviating  pain 
or  irritation,  when  they  oppose  its  salutary 
courses.  Among  well  educated  physicians,  the 
word  cure,  applied  to  their  own  merits,  rarely 
escapes  the  lips  of  any  practitioner,  whose  mind 
is  duly  tinctured  with  that  ingenuous  modesty 
which  characterizes  the  liberal  and  correct  mem- 
bers of  the  profession. 

In  the  human  species,  at  least,  interposition  of 
art  is  founded  in  reason,  and  necessary  for  pre- 
servation and  restoration  of  health  Cases  occur 
in  which  perfection  of  skill  consists  in  abstaining 
from  active  remedies,  because  the  restorative 
powers  of  nature  are  adequate,  or  because  the 
disorder  is  too  powerful  and  untractable  to  be 
subdued,  as  in  irremediable  alteration  of  struc« 
ture  in  vital  organs.  Youth  and  inexperience 
can  seldom  be  brought  to  see  cases  in  this  light, 
and  are,  therefore,  apt  to  institute  an  active, 
prejudicial  treatment,  when  greater  age  and  pro- 
ficiency are  satisfied  with  looking  on  and  con- 
soling, or  confining  themselves  to  palliative  prac- 
tice. 

One  of  the  principal  steps  for  ascertaining 
the  efficacy  of  remedies,  as  distinguished  from 
the  restorative  efforts  of  nature,  consists  in  ob- 
taining an  accurate  history  of  diseases,  particu- 
larly in  circumstances   in  which  little  or   no  ar* 
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tihcial  means  have  been  employed.  Without 
such  standard  of  comparison,  the  utmost  ambi- 
guity, with  regard  to  the  effects  attributable  to 
medicine,  must  prevail.  No  subject  is  more  ex- 
posed than  this,  to  mistaking  the  post  hue  for  the 
propter  hoc. 

While  the  physician  forbears  from  doing  harm, 
it  is  his  duty  to  protect  his  patient  from  over- 
active ofheiousness  of  others.  Those  who  con- 
ceive the  whole  of  medicine  to  consist  in  wield- 
ing the  materia  medica,  entertain  a  narrow,  un- 
worthy conception.  Though  no  article  of  the 
materia  medica  be  administered,  judgment  is 
called  for  in  application  of  heat  and  cold,  fresh 
or  confined  air,  diet  and  exercise  ;  b}'  injudicious 
regulation  of  these,  nature  may  be  as  much 
thwarted  as  by  perverted  use  of  remedies. 
COMPLEXNESS  OF  MED.  SCIENCE. 

Medicine  embraces  by  far  the  widest  range  of 
knowledge  of  any  of  the  liberal  arts  aud  sciences. 
It  is  indispensable  to  every  accomplished  physi- 
cian, deeply  to  study  human  nature,  whether  to 
fix  in  his  mind  Ihe  laws  of  evidence  and  investi- 
gation, or  the  influence  of  the  mind  on  health 
and  disease.  Animal  life  possesses  such  a  num- 
ber of  attributes  peculiar  to  itself,  of  a  various 
and  fluctuating  nature,  as  to  put  their  influences 
and  combinations  beyond  calculation.  Besides 
being  subject  to  the  influence  of  the  passions,  it 
consists  of  a  number  of  principles,  which  must 
all  act  in  harmony  in  health  ;  disorders  will  be 
multiplied  according  to  the  number  of  combina- 
tions of  which  these  requisites  of  health  admit. 

Could  any  one,  though  he  had  reached  the 
very  summit  of  anatomical  and  physiological 
knowledge,  venture,  without  utmost  risk  of  er- 
ror, to  predict  the  results  of  actions  into  which 
there  fall  to  be  considered,  the  properties  of  in- 
animate matter,  the  variously  combined  opera- 
tions of  all  the  properties  peculiar  to  life,  and 
the  influence  of  mental  affections?  The  indefi- 
nite action  and  re-action  of  the  numerous  facul- 
ties peculiar  to  life,  add  greatly  to  the  difficulty 
and  uncertainty  of  experiment  and  observation, 
as  already  set  forth.  Constitutions  being  gifted 
with  various  degrees  of  each  of  these  faculties, 
an  endless  variety  is  found  among  individuals, 
giving  rise  to  uncertainty  in  the  results  of  medi- 
cine. This  diversity  is  but  little  observable  in 
animals,  and  seems  referable  to  the  habits  be- 
longing to  beings  capable  of  exercising  reason, 
■and  anala^ous  to  the  variety  in  the  stature  and 
form,  in  the  features  of  the  face,  in  the  tempers, 
dispositions,  and  understanding  of  individuals. 

Theories,  widely  different,  often  wonderfully 
coincide  in  matters  of  practice  with  each  other, 
and  with  well  established  usages.  Higher  order 
of  intellect,  more  rare  and  happy  genius,  more 
correct  and  better  tutored  understanding,  is  re- 
quired to  elicit  practical  truths  by  observation, 
than  to  invent  theories. 

CREDULITY  OF  INVALIDS. 

Men  of  great  capacity,  high  mental  attain- 
ments, dignified  station*,  heads  of  the  law  and 
church,  have  become  converts  to  the  most  grov- 
elling imposture,  and  dupes  of  the  vilest  quacke- 
ry. Persons  of  the  best  understanding,  may  be 
occasionally  betrayed  by  their  credulity,  or  im- 
portunate, well-meaning  friends,  into  most  irra- 
tional practices.  When  we  reflect  life  and  health 
engage  hope  and  fear  so  anxiously,  as  to  pervert 
the  judgment  of  the  most  enlightened,  popular 
.misconceptions   on  the  subject  ought  rather   to 


be  matter  of  pity  and  regret,  than  of  surprise, 
indignation,  or  derision.  Judgment  is  impeded 
by  inordinate  love  of  life,  and  fear  of  death, 
among  those  in  full  possession  of  their  faculties  ; 
impaired  in  those  who  are  under  sickness.  Al- 
lowance is  to  be  made  for  those  who  become 
impatient  from  sufferings  unrelieved,  perhaps 
unrelievable  by  human  skill. 

Men  are  not  in  the  habit  of  observing,  and  ro- 
flecting  on  the  fallacj'  of  testimony,  and  other 
sources  of  error,  and  are  anxious  to  catch  at  re- 
lief, from  whatever  quarter,  perhaps  with  minds 
soured  by  disappointment,  and  exquisitely  sensi- 
tive to  hopes  and  fears  however  vain.  People 
using  empiric  remedies,  being  anxious  to  ward  off 
reproach  or  derision,  justify  themselves  by  mak- 
ing the  most  favourable  report,  and  even  by  af- 
fecting to  have  received  relief:  not  unfrequent- 
ly  fancying,  and  honestly  believing  they  have 
received  it.  The  injury  from  secret  medicines, 
is  not  so  much  from  any  thing  pernicious  in  them, 
as  from  indiscriminate  use,  and  false  confidence 
they  inspire  to  exclusion  of  other  remedies. — 
Remedies,  inert,  attain  high  reputation,  most 
commonly  from  the  salutary  powers  of  nature 
being  mistaken  for  artificial  appliances,  or  from 
the  power  of  imagination,     gilbert  blane,  bart. 

London,  1821. 


In  rheumatism,  not  successfully  arrested  at 
the  onset,  the  blood  shows  the  huffy  coat,  in 
despite  of  repeated  venesection.  Then,  lay- 
ing the  lancet  aside,  rely  upon  milder  meas- 
ures.  Pain    is    often    excruciating    in   acute 

rheumatism  ;  1  warn  the  inexperienced  not  to 
prescribe  opium  in  large  and  repeated  doses ;  by 
such  a  procedure  I  have  known  patients  become 
almost  comatose,  and  saw  two  forced  into  an  ap- 
oplexy by  the  too  free  exhibition  of  this  drug. 
Venesection  in  pulmonary  consumption. 

In  some  cases  of  apparently  genuine  phthisis  1 
have  ordered  repeated  full  bleedings  from  the 
beginning,  till  it  would  -have  been  temerity  to 
proceed  further ;  yet  the  disease  passed  on,  the 
blood  generally  exhibited  the  buffy  coat  to  the 
final  operation.  The  buffy  coat  may  be  occa- 
sioned and  maintained  by  repeated  abstractions 
of  blood;  re-action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  \>y 
which  the  buffy  coat  is  produced,  ilways  follows 
blood-letting  when  carried  beyond  a  certain 
point,  particularly  in  the  irritable  subjects  of  a 
phthisical  tendency.  The  measure  with  which 
we  so  often  subdue  inflammation  may  be  made 
the  cause  of  producing  it ;  it  requires  very  de- 
liberate and  wary  employment  in  chronic  com- 
plaints. I  have  seen  small  or  moderate  bleed- 
ings of  benefit  in  incipient  phthisis,  when  follow- 
ed by  blistering,  but  wherever  there  is  great 
constitutional  delicacy,  we  must  be  cautious  even 
in  having  recourse  to  them. 

I  do  not  mean  blood-letting  is  never  needed 
in  the  haemoptoe  of  phthisical  habits,  but  some 
remarkably  impressive  facts  have  inclined  me 
to  believe,  profuse  bleedings  are  always  haz- 
ardous ;  even  moderate  ones  are  perhaps  in  gen- 
eral better  omitted,  unless  there  be  the  most 
distinct  evidence  of  topical  fulness  with  general 
excitement. — In  three  or  four  cases  of  uterine 
hemorrhage,  I  have  seen  phthisical  symptoms 
apparently  called  into  action  by  too  free  and  long 
continued  use  of  cold  applications. 

Milk    of  the    ass   or  goat  was   prescribed    in 
Greece  and  Arabia,  not  because  physicians   pre- 


ferred it  to  that  of  the  cow,  but  because  it  was 
plentiful,  and  the  last  scarce  in  those  countries. 
This  preference  afterwards  continued  more  or 
less  amongst  the  faculty,  even  where  cow's  milk 
abounded  ;  it  still  exists  in  the  minds  of  the  pub- 
lic.    Cow's  milk  is  certainly  the  best. 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  M.  D. 


DISEASED  KNEE. 

Mrs.  *******,  jet.  25,  Nov.  1810,  fell  to  the 
ground,  immersed  her  left  leg  in  water  half-way 
to  the  knee,  walked  one  eighth  of  a  mile  home, 
was  observed  limping  as  she  entered ;  a  livid 
spot  appeared  on  the  front  of  the  knee.  At  the 
end  of  Dec.  it  grew  painful,  swollen,  inflamed, 
inflexible  ;  in  walking,  she  was  obliged  to  make 
circular  lateral  motion  of  the  whole  limb.  The 
knee  was  wrapped,  '  a  few'  days,  in  flannel  wet 
with  brine  of  beef;  rubbed  night  and  morning 
with  opodeldoc,  till  a  'bottle'  full  was  consumed; 
From  Jan.  1,  to  April  1,  131 1,  she  kept  abed,  on 
the  lowest  diet,  took  a  laxative  every  other  day, 
wore  a  blister  7  weeks,  from  3  inches  above  the 
knee-pan,  to  3  below.  The  blistered  part  heal- 
ed ;  no  pain  or  inflammation  remained  ;  the  right 
of  the  knee  was  puffy  ;  tepid  water  was  poured 
on  it  from  a  tea-kettle,  night  and  morning,  a  fort- 
night ;  the  sitting  for  if,  the  heel  resting  on  a 
tub,  grew  so  irksome,  she  fainted.  l  Some'  days 
after,  pain  and  some  inflammation  appeared  ;  a 
cupping-instrument  of  16  points  was  put  to  ten 
places  round  the  joint ;  to  each,  the  points  were 
re-applied  across.  Next  morning  the  knee  seem- 
ed healthy.  In  less  than  a  fortnight,  though  it 
seemed  doing  well,  a  woman  applied  the  instru- 
ment 7  times,  avoiding  the  former  scarifications  ; 
immediately  the  knee  became  painful  out  and 
in  the  scarifications  sore  ;  it  was  then  blistered 
till  the  pain  and  swelling  subsided. 

Bending  of  the  knee  was  painful ;  it  was 
thought  best  to  prevent  motion,  even  at  risk  of 
loss  of  power  of  bending  it.  It  was  secured  by 
bandage,  in  a  box  reaching  from  the  ankle.  This 
seemed  of  service  to  the  knee,  but  it  was  so  mi- 
easy  it  was  discontinued.  Her  health  was  im- 
paired. The  knee  was  covered  with  flannel 
wet  with  brine,  then  rubbed,  by  an  assistant, 
with  mercurial  ointment  till  the  mouth  became 
sore,  not  purposely. 

April  1,  she  was  so  well  she  was  carried  from 
bed  to  a  sofa,  keeping  the  leg  horizontal,  mov- 
ing it  as  little  as  possible.  By  degrees  she  be- 
gan to  let  it  hang  down  a  little  while,  to  use 
crutches,  exercise  abroad,  do  whatever  did  not 
tire  her,  evrv  using  very  low  diet.  July  1st,  I 
first  saw  it ;  she  used  but  one  crutch,  or  some 
one's  arm,  had  but  little  pain,  the  joint  weak, 
kept  wet  with  brandy.  I  advised  her  thus—to  w  ea 
no  garter.  Absolute  rest  of  the  joint  is  indisper.- 
sible  :  it  is  best  preserved  horizontally,  on  a  mat- 
trass  ;  in  sitting,  by  resting  the  heel  and  calf  on  a 
stool,  whose  inclination  is  variable  at  pleasure  ; 
(*uch  stool  can  be  attached  to  a  common  chair,  on 
large  wheels,  contiived  with  much  simplicity,  so 
one  can  wheel  himself;)  in  standing  or  going,with 
a  light  crutch  or  crutches,  by  resting  the  heel  on 
the  well  foot,  to  which  it  must  be  lifted  by  the 
hand,  as,  in  supporting  itself,  the  knee-pan  is  in 
action.  To  preserve  use  of  the  joint,  it  should 
be  bent,  when  easy,  by  the  hands,  without  any 
action  of  its  own.  The  time,  needed  for  relief, 
is  in  proportion  to  the  past  duration  of  the  dis- 
ease.    People,  who   are  a  long  time  ailing,  are 
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apt  to  think  cure  improbable,  distant,  seldom 
pursue  a  system  giving  rational  ground  of  hope  : 
if  they  need  absolute  rest,  they  quit  it  when  pain 
is  lessened. 

The  knee  was  sometimes  easy  when  swelled, 
after  a  little  motion.  I  attributed  the  ease  to 
the  support  from  slight  distension.  To  imitate 
this,  and  restrain  motion,  1  applied  a  bandage  of 
flannel,  or  new  coarse  Indian  cotton.  When  the 
knee  was  painful,  a  warm  poultice  was  advised  of 
minced  leaves  of  poppy,  saturated  with  boiiing 
water.  It  was  advised,  whenever  a  day  should  be 
passed  without  a  full  discharge  from  the  bowels, 
to  pour  a  wine-glass  full  of  boiling  water,  or 
mint-tea,  on  a  tea-spoon  full  of  powdered  rhu- 
barb ;  when  cool,  to  take  the  decanted  liquor  ; 
to  repeat  this  once  in  6  hours,  if  necessary. 

Neither  the  theatre,  parties,  '  calls,  shopping,' 


a  little  time  ;  at  night  it  seldom  keeps  me  awake 
after  it  finds  the  right  posture  ;  it  must  be  just 
'so;'  1  am  often  obliged  to  lay  it  on  a  cushion. 
A  fortnight  ago  I  was  so  changed,  people  who 
had  not  seen  me  some  weeks,  were  quite  alarm- 
ed.  Nov.  Paris.    M.  Buyer  made  two    issues 

above  the  joint  on  each  side  ;  from  them  I  had 
more  benefit  than  from  any  thing. 

June  3,  1813.  I  get  better,  do  not  3'et  walk 
without  crutches.  I  can  bend  the  knee  ;  it  is 
useless;  it  was  so  when  1  left  off  the  splint 


July  27.    Can    bend   the   knee    considerably ;    1 


nor  a  ride  of  32  miles  were  foregone.  Aug.  20, 
she  rode  30  miles,  and  embarked  for  Normandy. 
In  the  voyage  of  37  days,  she  frequently  bathed 
the  knee  with  salt  water.  Her  health  was  good 
at  Cherbourg.  She  walked,  at  intervals,  all 
day;  on  the  way  to  Caen,  whenever  the  carriage 
stopped,  she  walked  to  see  every  thing,  and 
mounted  two  hundred  steps  at  once  ;  continued 
this  in  Paris,  1 — 3  months;  then  the  knee  was 
painful,  swelled,  inflamed,  she  could  hardly  step. 

Feb.  25,  1812,  M.  Dubois  advised  'Le  repos 
Je  plus  absolu,'  an  opiate  plaster  when  the  knee 
was  painful,  her  mind  to  be  amused  and  kept 
tranquil.  She  wrote  to  her  medical  attendant, 
who  was  absent,  March  4,  ';  I  went  twice  on 
crutches,  one  day,  into  the  third  room  from 
mine  ;  the  knee  was  painful,  and  swelled  at  night  ; 
the  whole  limb  suffered  most  excruciating  pain 
three  hours.  I  lay  the  crutches  aside,  except  to 
go  to  dinner ;  I  feel  the  good  effects,  am  as  qui- 
et as  possible. — April  1.  I  ride  as  often  as  the 
weather  is  good  ;  the  knee  is  much  better;  I 
fear  to  try  crutches.  A  few  days  I  bathed,  3 
miles  off,  and  had  a  douche  to  the  linee  ;  the  fa- 
tigue of  the  ride  obliged  me  to  discontinue  it. — 
June  20.  1  rode  to  D.  14  miles  from  P.  May  25  ; 
take  a  bath  daily  of  the  artificial  waters  of  Ba 
rege ;  have  had  13.  The  knee  swells  but  little, 
is  less  painful  than  ever;  as  yet,  I  do  not  step 
without  crutches,  and  no  more  than  is  necessary. 
— July  2,  Paris.  I  have  had  20  Laths;  I  wasorder- 
ed  to  stay  in  them  1  to  1^  hour  if  I  was  not 
tired,  then  to  return  to  rnv  warm  bed  for  21 
hours.  At  first  I  could  stay  hut  ten  mmutes;  but 
soon  could  stay  the  time  directed.  I  rrde  from 
D.  to  day  ;  the  knee  is  better,  I  am  much  weak- 
er, tired  of  confinement. — July  3.  r-  ung  to  dine 
2  miles  off. — Soon  after,  the.  knee  cfrew  worse. 
I  could  not  eat  or  sleep  ;  almost  for  the  first  time 
I  despaired  of  recovery." 

Aug.  10,  M.  Bover  saw  her  at  D.  ;  advised 
absolute  rest,  bandage,  and  elastic  splint  to  the 
back  of  the  leg  and  thigh. 

Sept.  7,  she  wrote,    "  I  think    the  knee  is  as 
ivhen    you    left  us,  Aug.  15,    sometimes   better, 
sometimes    worse.       I    rode  several  successive 
days  after;  it  improved  mv  health,  but  evident- 
ly hurt  the  limb.     I  was  lifted  in  and  out  of  the 
carriage  without  exertion  or  motion  on  my  part. 
I  suffered  much  a  week,  slept  little,  some  nights 
not  at  all,  almost  lost  mv  appetite.     The  knee 
was  so  sore  I   could  hardly  wear  the  bandage. 
I  have  not  moved  since  from  my  srreat  chair  but 
to  bad  as  usual,  so  there  is,  as  before,  no    swell- 
ing.    The  knee  is  painful  a  dozeu  times  a  day, 


walk  the  house  without  crutches,  and  on  them 
visit  all  the  curiosities  of  Paris,  without  the 
slightest  pain.  I  have  been  to  Montmorency, 
Draveil,  La  Grange.  Sept.  20,  I  sailed  for  the 
U.  States,  and  had  always  rough  weather,  sea- 
sickness, and  the  issues  very  painful ;  from  neg- 
lect they  nearly  healed;  the  knee  grew  worse." 

Nov.  1,  she  arrived  in  Boston,  in  a  better 
state,  I  think,  than  in  Aug.  1812. — Nov.  10,  she 
rode  for  New  Haven,  Con.  with  this  further 
advice ; — to  form  an  issue  on  each  side  of 
the  lower  and  upper  part  of  the  knee-pan,  by 
help  of  6  peas  to  each  ;  to  remove  them  should 
much  irritation  occur  about  them,  and  to  ap- 
ply a  poultice  of  old  crum  of  wheaten  bread  and 
milk  till  the  irritation  is  past ;  then  replace  the 
peas. 

She  wrote,  Feb.  16,  1814,  "From  issues  and 
almost  perfect  rest  these  two  months,  I  think  J 
have  much  benefit :  I  rarely  feel  pain  ;  when  I 
do,  it  is  not  severe.  The  knee  swells  daily,  as 
the  issues  are  more  or  less  irritable  ;  I  cannot 
o-ive  you  an  idea  of  what  1  have  endured  from 
them.  The  poultice  generally  relieves  me  ;  I 
have  been  obliged  to  wear  it  as  often  and  as  long 
as  1  could  without  the  issues  healing.  I  cannot 
bend  the  knee  as  well  as  in  Nov.  ;  1  rarely  do,  I 
keep  it  up  ;  if  it  hangs  down,  the  issues  are  ten 
thousand  times  worse.  I  go  only  np  stairs  to 
sleop,  down  again,  to  next  room  to  meals;  have 
not  left  the  house  since  Christmas. 

June  21.  Pray  send  me  your  crutches;  I 
am  weary  of  confinement;  mine  are  1£  inch 
too  short;  when  I  use  both,  I  have  severe 
pain  in  my  side,  constant  dread  of  hitting-  my 
foot,  which  1  have  done  several  times,  to  detri- 
ment of  the  knee  ;  it  is  much  better  than  when 
1  last  wrote.  I  am  better  than  1  have  been  for 
b'  months. 

Washington,  July  1,1815.  I  use  a  crutch  when 
1  go  out,  feel  little  or  no  pain;  the  issues  heal 
•rraduaily.  I  left  off  the  other  peas  one  at  a 
time. — By  Jan.  1,  1816,  I  had  the  same  use  of 
the  knee  I  ever  had,  used  a  crutch  or  an  arm  till 
within  a  few  weeks  of .  my  marriage.  At  my 
marriage  1  let  the  last  issue  heal  gradually.  Bv 
the  time  1  had  nursed  my  first  child,  a  cure  was 
perfected.  My  second  child  is  1\  years  old. — 
When  I  am  fatigued,  or  uneasy  in  mind,  the  pain 
of  my  knee  is  as  much  as  I  can  bear  ;  except  at 
these  times,  I  walk  as  well  as  ever." 

***  ***,  in  an  epileptic  fit,  bit  his  tongue  se- 
verely. 1  had  a  piece  of  wood  to  fix  between 
his  teeth,  ou  occasion  of  another  fit.  Its  intro- 
duction was  very  difficult.  With  my  fingers,  I 
forced  the  mouth  open,  and  kept  if  so.  The  fit 
was  over  in  a  moment:  The  whole  day  the  fits 
kept  returning,  and  were  as  constantly  terminat- 
ed by  extending  the  jaws.  dr.  mossman. 

Brudfoi  d,  Yorkshire* 


I  saw  a  child,  ast.  10  years,  who  frequently 
fell  down  in  convulsions,  as  she  was  running 
about  in  play.  A  ragged,  inflamed  wart  on  one 
of  her  ankles  was  cut  off;  the  fit  never  re- 
turned. E.  DARWIN. 


A  man  may  be  violent,  morose  in  disposition, 
weak  in  judgment,  fanciful  in  his  ideas,  yet  not 
a  lunatic  ;  but  if  his  disposition,  weakness,  or 
fancies  urge  him  to  acts  characteristic  of  insan- 
ity, or  allow  him  to  obey,  and  consent  to  the 
will  and  dictates  of  others,  with  a  patience  and 
forbearance  incompatible  with  reason,  he  ought 
to  be  looked  upon  as  insane  for  all  purposes 
which  society  and  his  own  safety  and  protection 
demand. 


I  knew  a  healthy  man,  whose  chief  distemper 
was  the  age  of  fourscore,  in  whom  for  the  last 
two  years  of  his  life,  1  only  once  counted  so  ma- 
ny as  4£  pulsations ;  they  were  seldom  above  30, 
sometimes  not  more  than  26.  Though  he  seem- 
ed heavy  and  torpid,  he  could  go  out  in  a  car- 
riage, walk  about  his  garden,  receive  company, 
and  eat  with  tolerable  appetite. 

I  saw  another,  whose  pulse,  I  was  told,  was 
sometimes,  in  the  beginning  of  his  illness,  not 
above  12  or  16  in  a  minute.  In  this,  and  all 
other  instances  where  it  is  below  40,  I  suspect 
the  artery  beats  oftener  than  it  can  be  felt;  such 
slow  pulses  are  usually  unequal  in  strength ; 
some  beats  are  so  faint  as  but  just  to  be  per- 
ceived ;  others,  probably,  too  weak  to  make  sen- 
sible impression  on  the  finger.        w.  heberden. 

London. 
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Nov. 
20 

21 

22 
24 
26 
27 


Ann  Wiswall, 
James  Pcribner, 
Elizabeth  Church, 
Joseph  A.  Lawson, 
George  R.  Ward, 
Louisa  Spywood, 
Lydia  Haskell, 
Joseph  Seaward, 
Mary  H.  Smith, 
Cibyl  Maria  Leonard, 

Holmes, 

Mary  Ann  Ryan, 
William  Homes,  jr. 
Mary  Ann  Wales, 

Phillips, 

Thomas  Curtis, 
William  Peirce, 
Margaret  Delany, 
Dennis  Flannagen, 
Augustus  Field, 
Pike, 


Age 
39 
30- 

6  mo. 


3 

mo. 

3 

mo. 

9 

11 

mo. 

4 

mo. 

6  weeks 

16 

59 

3 

mo. 

2 

mo. 

Sarah  Salter,  57 

28     Lucy  Beaverstock,  64 

Consumption  2,  disorder  of  the  head  2,  fits  2,  canker 
in  the  bowels  1,  stillborn  3,  dropsy  1,  apoplexy  3, 
hooping-cough  3,  drowned  1,  palsy  1. 
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A.  W.  aet.  5  years,  died  Oct.  1821.  Constipa- 
tion of  the  bowels  existed  from  the  second  day 
of  her  disease,  till  two  days  before  her  death, 
when  a  few  small  discharges,  without  odour, 
took  place.  During  this  time,  large  doses  of 
calomel,  infusion  of  senna  with  salts  and  castor 
oil,  were  given  to  no  effect.  She  vomited  dai- 
ly. Six  days  before  death,  2  or  3  oz.  crude 
mercury  were  given  ;  she  revived  for  a  day  or 
two;  vomiting  was  not  so  frequent,  though  no 
evacuation  was  effected.  She  died  the  tenth  day 
from  the  accession  of  her  disease. 

On  examination  of  the  body  8  hours  after 
death,  the  intestines  were  inflated  with  air,  spe 
cially  the  small  ones  ;  a  great  portion  of  the  sig- 
moid flexure  of  the  colon  was  sphacelated.  Other 
portions  of  the  intestinal  canal  adhered  to  each 
other,  and  to  the  abdominal  parietes.  A  pint  of 
dark  brown  fluid  occupied  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen.  The  quicksilver  1  found  completely 
investing  the  inner  coat  of  the  stomach  in  glob- 
ules, none  larger  than  the  head  of  a  pin. 

W.  F.  aet.  71,  of  strong  constitution,  was  at- 
tacked March  10,  1821,  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy, 
as  he  was  walking  near  his  home.  I  saw  him  in 
10  minutes,  found  his  left  side  palsied,  features 
distorted ;  he  could  not  speak ;  he  raised  his 
right  hand  often  to  his  head,  as  if  to  brush  some- 
thing away.  1  immediately  took  16  3  of  blood 
from  his  right  arm  ;  after  waiting  half  an  hour, 
I  bled  again  as  before.  He  could  not  speak 
some  words,  and  swallowed  with  difficulty.  I 
gave,  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  castor-oil  gii.  sp. 
of  turpentine  g  i.  rubbed  together  with  loaf-su- 
gar. It  operated  in  \\  hour  after  the  time  1 
commenced  giving  it.  Large  quantities  of  dark 
and  very  fetid  stools  were  brought  away.  He 
now  gradually  recovered  his  speech.  He  lived 
18  months,  during  which  time  his  appetite  was 
good,  and  he  enjoyed  as  much  health  as  usual. 

From  a  month  after  his  fit,  till  death,  great  in- 
crease of  sensibility  took  place  in  his  left  leg;  it 
could  not  be  handled  without  great  pain.  A 
week  before  his  death,  he  failed  rapidly,  vomit- 
ing every  hour.  A  day  or  two  before  death, 
the  pupils  were  dilated;  strabismus  of  both  eyes 
soon  followed. 

Eight  hours  after  death,  I  found  |  pint  of  wa- 
ter between  the  dura  and  pia  mater.  The  veins 
and  sinuses  were  not  gorged  with  blood  as  is 
usual.  The  lateral  ventricles  were  as  large  as 
a  hen's  egg,  and  contained  limpid  fluid.  The 
intestines  were  loaded  with  fat;  the  gall  bladder 
was  distended  with  gall,  The  thoracic  and  other 
viscera  appeared  healthy.  e.  emmons. 

Chester,  Mast.  Nov.  1 823. 

HEMATURY. 

A  man,  aet.  50,  died  after  having  a  long  time 
passed  blood,  more  or  less  pure,  without  any 
pain.  On  examination  of  the  body,  a  carcinoma- 
tous affection  of  the  stomach  was  the  principal 
disease,  besides  great  alteration  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  bladder. 

When  blood,  mixed  with  urine,  is  passed  with 
pain,  burning  and  smart  at  the  pubis,  the  bladder 
seems  certainly  the  seat  of  disease.     When  he- 


morrhage is  from  the  urethra,  it  is  unmixed  with 
urine,  uninterrupted,  not  preceded  by  disposition 
to  pass  urine.  It  seems  very  probable  that  blood 
passed  by  the  ordinary  passages,  is  often  a  se- 
cretion :  in  the  bodies  of  some  people  who  have 
passed  blood,  no  trace  of  rupture  in  the  vessels 
of  the  kidneys  is  discovered. —  Pinel. 

In  a  lax,  dilated  state  of  the  vessels,  any  ef- 
fort, fatigue,  concussion,  excitement,  seems  suf- 
ficient to  be  followed  by  rupture  of  a  vessel. 
The  fluid  injected  into  the  renal  artery,  is  often 
found  to  have  escaped  into  the  ureters,  and 
thence  into  the  bladder. 

Treatment  of  this  disease  consists  in  attention 
to  every  thing  likely  to  secure  general  health. 
During  the  appearance  of  the  disease,  absolute 
rest,  in  the  recumbent  posture,  is  requisite.  As 
soon  as  hemorrhage  begins,  sulphate  of  soda,  Si- 
should  be  taken  hourly,  but  discontinued  as  soon 
as  it  proves  laxative.  The  abdomen  should  be 
swathed  as  tig-htly  as  is  consistent  with  perfect 
comfort ;  the  feet  should  be  kept  warm  by  a  ves- 
sel of  hot  water  applied  to  them  :  every  thing  like- 
ly to  favour  secretion  of  urine  should  be  avoided, 
as  urine  is  likely  to  remove  coagula  or  cicatrices 
from  the  bleeding  surfaces.  During  respite  from 
the  disease,  fatigue,  cold,  excitement  and  depres- 
sion are  to  be  avoided.  When  a  laxative  is  need- 
ed, infusion  of  rhubarb  is  to  be  preferred. 

A  gentleman,  aet.  55,  made  bloody  water  af- 
ter riding  on  horseback,  without  any  other  symp- 
tom of  disease.  Urine  always  came  first;  after 
it  was  all  evacuated,  dark  blood  followed,  and 
fell  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  so  that  it  ap- 
peared to  issue  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 
His  great  passion  was  riding  journies  on  horse- 
back of  100  miles  ;  I  was  unable  to  induce  him 
to  leave  it  off;  no  other  means  employed  had 
any  effect  in  preventing  recurrence  of  the  bloody 
water.  In  the  course  of  4  years,  it  was  found 
to  increase  in  quantity.  In  other  respects  he  en- 
joyed very  good  health,  and  persevered  in  riding 
round  his  farm,  not  giving  much  attention  to  a 
symptom  he  was  so  much  accustomed  to.  At 
the  age  of  56,  while  in  the  country,  after  riding 
longer  than  usual,  the  bleeding  was  more  copi- 
ous;  a  suppression  of  urine  came  on,  but  urine 
came  away  involuntarily,  in  small  quantities  at  a 
time,  mixed  with  blood.  The  lower  part  of  the 
belly  was  very  tense  and  hard.  In  a  fortnight 
the  symptoms  went  off;  his  water,  which  had 
always  been  bloody,  came  away  naturally,  in 
small  quantities,  and  clear.  He  died  32  days  af- 
ter, apparently  from  very  scanty  secretion  of 
urine. 

On  inspecting  the  body,  the  bladder  was  found 
empty  ;  the  middle  lobe  of  the  prostate  gland  en- 
larged, spreading  out  unusually  at  the  end  ;  the 
lateral  lobes  very  large,  rounded  on  the  surfaces 
opposed  to  each  other.  On  the  projecting  por- 
tion of  the  middle  lobe,  was  a  small  rising,  the 
size  of  half  a  pea  ;  at  this  part  was  readily  dis- 
tinguished a  ruptured  vein  filled  with  half-coag- 
ulated blood.  In  the  kidneys,  the  radiated  fibrous 
structure  at  the  bases  of  the  mammae  had  lost 
the  round  turgid  appearance,  natural  to  them  in 
health ;  they  appeared  flattened  and  shrunk. 


While  he  had  suppression  of  urine,  the  pel- 
vises  of  the  kidney  were  so  loaded  with  urine 
pressing  on  the  mammae,  as  to  interfere  with 
this  secretion.  Convexity  of  the  two  sides  of 
the  prostate  gland,  prevented  them  from  being 
in  contact,  but  by  a  small  surface  ;  the  middle 
lobe,  being  equally  round,  left  a  space  on  each 
side,  along  which  the  urine  passed,  so  that  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  disease,  he  was  never  lia- 
ble to  suppression  of  urine  ;  and  after  the  blood 
had  got  into  the  bladder,  while  he  lay  horizon- 
tal, and  the  middle  lobe  was  not  pressed  forward, 
there  was  constant  leak. 

A  painter  and  glazier,  aet.  65,  had,  upwards 
of  16  years,  been  disabled  from  work,  by  tre- 
mors in  his  extremities  :  at  this  time  he  was  just 
able  to  totter  about,  bent  half  double.  In  this 
way  he  took  moderate  exercise.  He  had  con- 
stant desire  to  make  water,  voiding  it  every  half 
hour ;  in  coming  away,  it  had  the  appearance  of 
fluid  blood  ;  when  allowed  to  stand,  the  whole 
mass  formed  a  uniform  coagulum.  This  attack 
of  bloody  urine  lasted  a  month,  unattended  by 
any  other  symptoms.  After  it  went  off,  he  made 
water  only  at  the  intervals  of  six  hours.  He 
said  he  had  previously  had  several  such  attacks, 
but  none  equally  severe,  nor  of  the  same  con- 
tinuance. In  3  months  he  had  a  return  of  the 
same  symptoms  ;  the  bloody  urine  was  constant- 
ly dribbling  from  him,  occasioning  great  uneasi- 
ness. He  was  very  feeble  ;  his  nervous  tremors 
were  more  violent,  he  gradually  sunk  under 
symptoms  of  low  fever,  and,  in  a  fortnight  from 
the  beginning  of  this  attack,  died. 

The  right  kidney  was  larger  than  usual,  and 
had  two  small  cysts,  the  size  of  walnuts,  in  its 
substance  ;  they  contained  a  dark  coloured  gela- 
tinous substance  ;  the  pelvis  and  ureter  were  in- 
a  natural  state ;  the  left  kidney  free  from  dis- 
ease. The  bladder  contained  two  ounces  of  co- 
agulum :  its  internal  membrane  was  unusually 
vascular;  near  the  entrance  of  the  right  ureter, 
was  a  fungous,  fibrous  excrescence  ;  the  fibres  of 
a  bright  red  colour.  The  symptoms  were  evi- 
dently produced  by  attacks  of  inflammation  of 
the  bladder;  whenever  they  came  on,  hemorr- 
hage was  produced.  sir  e.  home, 
30,  Sackvillt  St.  Wtslminster,  March  2,  1818. 

DIABETES. 

A  patient,  within  the  observation  of  M.  M.  Du- 
puytren  and  Thenard,  weighed  nearly  103  lbs. 
and  consumed  daily  above  30  lbs.  of  solids  and 
liquids,  i.  of  solids ;  his  urine  weighed  nearly 
the  whole  mass. M.  Renauldin  had  a  pa- 
tient, ret.  71,  who  in  24  hours  used  to  pas$ 
15 — 25  lbs.  of  urine.  Dodoneus  speaks  of  one 
who  passed  40  lbs. ;  Jarrold  of  one  who  passed 
50 — 70;  Baumes,  165;  Comment,  de  Bologne,  I, 
of  one  who,  in  97  days,  passed  14  71  ;  Barati,  in 
97  days,  3674  lbs. 

Pare  Magnesia  in  Diabetes. — Dr.  Trotter 
cures  diabetes  mellitus  by  pure  magnesia,  in  the 
aggregate  dose  of  3'j-  daily.  In  two  cases,  the- 
third  day,  the  thirst  declined,  appetite  and  urine 
lessened  in  quantity,  and  altered  in  quality  ;  the 
bowels  were  profusely  purged  ;  the  patient  re-* 
covered  in  a  week  or  two,. 
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FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL. 

A  boy,  1£  years  old,  received  a  kick  from  a 
horse  in  Smithfield,  which  stunned  him  ;  he  was 
immediately  brought  to  St.  Bart's  hospital.  The 
integuments  of  the  forehead  were  divided,  the 
lower  part  of  the  frontal  bone  and  its  supercilia- 
ry ridge  depressed  a  \  of  an  inch  ;  the  depress- 
ed portion  was  \\  inch  long.  The  bone  could 
not  be  thus  depressed  without  fracture  of  some 
part  of  the  basis  of  the  skull.  In  less  than  two 
hours  he  became  perfectly  sensible.  14  oz.  of 
blood  were  taken  from  his  arm;  his  bowels  were 
emptied  by  a  purge  ;  saline  medicines,  with  an- 
timonials,  were  directed.  He  went  on  tolerably 
well  for  two  days,  when  he  had  pain  in  his  head, 
slept  little  ;  when  dozing,  often  started,  or  was 
convulsed.  Then  he  was  bled  twice,  took  open- 
ing medicines  occasionally,  was  kept  quiet,  with- 
out light,  and  was  allowed  only  spare  diet.  By 
continuing  this  plan  for  three  weeks,  he  perfect- 
ly recovered. 

A  man,  aet.  35,  received  a  blow  on  the  fore- 
head from  a  brick  thrown  at  him.  The  frontal 
bone  was  fractured  i  inch  above  the  orbit :  the 
fracture  was  two  inches  long,  the  upper  portion 
efthe  bone  was  depressed  one  eighth  of  an  inch. 
He  was  not  even  stunned  by  the  blow,  and  walk- 
ed to  the  hospital  without  assistance,  complain- 
ing only  of  soreness  in  the  wounded  integuments. 
16  oz.  of  blood  were  immediately  taken  from  his 
arm  ;  he  was  confined  to  scanty,  liquid  diet,  and 
purged  every  second  day.  He  did  not  experi- 
ence any  illness,  and  the  wound  soon  healed. 

A  lad,  set,  17,  had  his  head  pressed  between  a 
eart-wheel  and  a  post.  The  scalp  on  both  sides 
was  turned  downwards,  so  as  to  expose  the  low- 
er half  of  the  parietal  bones,  the  squamous  part 
•f  the  temporal,  also  part  of  the  frontal  and  oc- 
cipital ;  a  quarter  of  the  skull  being  thus  com- 
pletely denuded.  The  periosteum  was  in  seve- 
ral places  stripped  off,  the  scalp  much  bruised, 
the  posterior  and  inferior  angle  of  the  left  pari- 
etal bone  beaten  in.  The  visible  part  of  the  de- 
pressed portion  was  1  inch  in  length,  more  than 
an  eighth  of  an  inch  below  the  level  of  the  cra- 
nium ;  the  fracture  extended  along  the  squamous 
part  of  the  temporal  bone  towards  the  basis  of 
the  skull:  it  could  not  be  traced,  as  the  muscle 
had  not  been  removed  from  that  part  by  the  in- 
jury. The  scalp  being  cleansed  was  retained  in 
its  situation  by  sticking-plaster,  and  slight  pres- 
sure by  bandage.  The  boy  was  perfectly  sensi- 
ble, his  pulse  regular,  not  quickened.  He  had 
feled  considerably  from  the  temporal  artery, 
which  had  been  divided  by  the  accident :  8  oz. 
ef  blood  were  taken  from  his  arm  ;  purging  med- 
icine, administered  next  morning,  procured  3  or 
4  stools.  Next  day,  Friday,  his  puise  beat  nearly 
120  in  a  minute  ;  his  skin  was  hot  and  dry  ;  he 
complained  of  pain  in  his  forehead.  1 2  oz.  of 
blood  were  taken  away,  and  four  grains  of  anti 
monial  powder  given  three  times  a  day. — Satur- 
day, the  former  symptoms  were  rather  increas- 
ed. The  powder  made  him  sick,  or  at  least  in- 
creased his  disposition  to  be  so.  14  oz  of  blood 
were  taken  from  him,  the  vibratory  feel  of  his 
pulse  not  being  altered  till  that  quantity  was  ta- 
ken :  the  blood,  on  standing,  appeared  very  buffy. 
His  skin  remained  extremely  dry;  antimonial 
•wine  was  given,  which  produced  vomiting. 

Sunday,  his  pulse  was  evidently  lowered  by 
the  evacuations  ;  it  was  still  quick.  The  pain 
ef  the  bead  remained  as  before.    Having  a  suf- 


ficient number  of  stools,  and  the  sickness  still 
continuing,  the  antimonial  powder  was  omitted. 
He  was  bled  in  the  saphena-vein  ;  his  feet"  and 
legs  were  afterwards  immersed  in  warm  water, 
during  which,  he,  for  the  first  time,  perspired 
copiously.  A  blister  was  applied  to  his  neck. — 
The  scalp  united,  with  a  trilling  suppuration 
over  the  fractured  part  of  the  bone.  Matter, 
collected  over  the  fracture,  was  discharged  by  a 
puncture,  and  the  boy  got  well. 

Severe  illness  often  intervenes  between  the 
injury  and  recovery.  It  equally  occurs  where 
the  depressed  portion  is  elevated. 

I  examined  the  brain  of  a  gentleman,  with 
whom,  for  the  last  5  years  of  his  life,  I  was  inti- 
mate. When  I  first  knew  him,  he  was  slowly 
recovering  from  a  severe  fit  of  apoplexy,  which 
had  paralyzed  the  left  side  of  his  body.  Though 
he  could  not  raise  his  left  arm  to  his  head,  nor 
move  his  left  thigh  and  leg  freely,  he  walked 
about  moderately  well,  and  could  work  in  his 
garden.  Every  winter  he  was  subject  to  fits  of 
gout,  every  summer  to  such  plethoric  and  inflam- 
matory state  of  the  vessels  of  the  head  as  to 
threaten  another  apoplexy.  He  was  once  im- 
mediately and  most  completely  relieved  from 
very  distressful  feelings  from  the  latter  cause, 
by  abstraction  of  10  oz.  of  blood  from  the  tem- 
poral artery.  The  last  fit  of  apoplexy,  which  1 
have  mentioned,  was  the  third  with  which  he 
had  been  afflicted.  The  first  affected  his  speech, 
the  second  his  right  arm,  the  third  produced  the 
effects  which  I  have  related.  His  bodily  and 
mental  powers  remained  very  vigorous,  even 
during  the  last  5  years  of  his  life. 

On  dissection,  three  apoplectic  cells  were 
found,  one  superficially  in  the  left  cerebellum, 
one  in  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain,  one, 
which  had  probably  been  the  cause  of  the  last 
and  greatest  degree  of  pain,  in  the  middle  of  the 
right  hemisphere  of  the  brain.  Nothing  but 
the  membranes,  which  immediately  invest  the 
brain,  covered  the  effused  snbstance,  which  had 
become  gelatinous.  This  cavity  was  large 
enough  to  have  held  6  oz.  of  blood. 

J.    ABERNETHY. 

A  gentleman  fell  down  suddenly,  and  remain- 
ed for  some  time  in  the  lethargy  usual  in  apo- 
plexy ;  but  afterwards  gradually  recovered  his 
faculties  both  of  mind  and  body,  and  continued 
to  exercise  them  very  imperfectly  for  two  years, 
when  an  attack  of  the  same  kind  took  place,  and 
destroyed  him.  A  large  quantity  of  blood  was 
found  in  the  ventricles,  and  at  the  basis  of  the 
skull.  A  cavity  in  the  right  hemisphere  of  the 
brain  extended  from  the  front  to  the  back  part 
of  the  brain,  more  than  4  inches  long,  and  more 
than  1  inch  broad.  Within  this  were  flakes  of 
coagulated  lymph,  and  a  blood-coloured  fluid, 
which  I  was  convinced  were  the  remains  of 
blood  extravasated  at  the  first  attack. 

London.  james  wilson. 

A  young  man  received  a  blow  on  the  right 
parietal  bone,  which  occasioned  fracture.  Some 
bone  was  removed  ;  hernia  of  the  brain  was  af- 
terwards produced,  which  was  repeatedly  pared 
down  with  the  knife.  On  the  35th  day  from  the 
accident,  the  patient,  intoxicated,  tore  away  the 
coagulum.  Next  day  the  surgeon  found  almost 
the  whole  of  what  he  considered  corrupted 
brain,  was  removed  ;  he  could  see  nearly  to  the 
corpus  callosum.  From  this  time  the  parts  went 
on  healing,  till  they  got  quite  well ;    the  patient 


continued  to  labour  under  palsy  of  the  left  side, 
which  had  supervened  the  day  after  the  blow. 

DU  QUESNAY. 


HEADACHS. 

In  general,  restlessness  precedes  the  attack, 
followed  by  uneasiness  of  the  head,  and  want  of 
the  usual  distinctness  of  ideas,  oppression  of  spir- 
its, disincl. nation  and  sometimes  incapacity  for 
mental  exertion,  chillness  of  the  body,  coldness 
and  dampness  of  the  hands  and  feet,  pain  or  dull 
ache  of  the  head,  sometimes  of  the  forehead 
only,  at  others  of  the  crown  of  the  head  and  pos- 
terior part,  with  sensation  of  cold,  and  tightness 
of  the  scalp,  slight  giddiness,  weight,  pain,  dis- 
tension and  stiffness  of  the  eyeballs. 

In  the  1st  form  ol  headach,  as  these  symp- 
toms increase,  they  are  accompanied  by  tingling 
and  numbness  of  the  fingers  and  hand.  This 
usually  attacks  one  or  two  of  the  fingers ;  as  they 
recover,  spreads  to  a  neighbouring  finger,  and, 
having  thus  traversed  the  whole  hand,  extends 
to  the  wrist,  after  which  it  ceases,  seldom  con- 
tinuing more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  it 
leaves  a  slight  sensation  of  stiffness,  which  does 
not  entirely  cease  till  the  headach  is  relieved. 
As  long  as  it  is  present,  the  hands  are  cold  and 
damp,  pulse  languid,  but  neither  quicker  nor 
slower  than  is  natural.  Sometimes  headach 
commences  suddenly  with  a  dazzling  and  mist, 
as  after  long  reading  or  when  a  cloud  suddenly 
obscures  day-light.  This  symptom  usually  pre- 
cedes very  severe  pain  ;  the  progress  of  the 
headach,  I  believe,  is  not  commonly  so  rapid  as 
when  it  commences  with  the  symptoms  before 
described.  The  dimness  is,  in  some  instances, 
succeeded  by  sudden  appearance  of  colours  and 
luminous  forms  ;  or  these  appearances  immedi- 
ately precede  headach.  The  colours  are  blue, 
yellow,  red,  or  green,  very  brilliant,  appear  sin- 
gly and  in  succession,  first  in  the  form  of  a  small 
circular  spot  at  a  distance,  approach  the  eye  in 
a  direct  line,  gradually  increasing  in  surface  and; 
brilliancy,  till  they  seem  in  contact  with  the  eye, 
when  they  expand,  vanish,  and  are  succeeded, 
after  a  few  instants,  by  the  same  appearance.- 
These  forms  succeed  with  increased  rapidity* 
till  they  cease  altogether. 

The  luminous  objects  represent  the  flame  of 
a  lamp,  the  outline  of  an  irregular  fortification, 
the  blue  light  of  electricity  from  the  surface  and 
edges  of  a  bent  wire.  This  light,  viewed  with 
closed  eyelids,  appears  at  first  small,  possesses 
unsteady  vibratory  motion,  always  the  same  re- 
lative position,  the  duration  varying  according  to 
the  severity  of  the  headach.  When  about  to 
cease,  it  enlarges,  is  of  a  redder  light,  its  vibra- 
tions more  rapid,  moves  towards  the  outer  angle 
of  the  eye  ;  becoming  fainter  and  more  expand- 
ed, it  disappears,  leaving  some  obtuse  pain  of  the 
head.  When  the  eyelids  are  open,  the  appear- 
ance is  less  viv;d.  and  is  between  the  eye  and 
any  object  to  which  ihe  sight  may  be  directed, 
dilating  and  contracting  according  to  the  remote- 
ness or  vicinity  of  the  object.  [See  Med.  Int.  p.84. 

The  tongue  is  usually  covered  with  a  yellow- 
ish white  fur.  Nausea  is  often  present,  seldom 
so  as  to  produce  vom'tin?.  There  is  usually 
flatiilencv,  sensation  of  dryness  and  inactivity  of 
the  bowels.  The  appetite,  even  during  the 
pain,  is  often  preternatiirally  'ncreased,  special- 
ly for  sorts  of  food  apt  to  d  sagree  with  the  sto- 
mach.    The  most  freq  lent   appearance  in  the 
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stools  is  bile  in  too  large  quantity,  sometimes  of 
various  colours,  and  different  degrees  of  viscidi- 
ty ;  occasionally  the  evacuation  contains  por- 
tions of  undigested  food ;  at  other  times  the 
stools  are  faintly  yellow,  and  float  on  water,  giv- 
ing an  odour  like  saliva  :  a  very  common  appear- 
ance, especially  when  there  has  been  great  de- 
jection of  spirits,  is  a  loose  stool,  of  a  dark  green- 
ish brown,  in  smell  resembling  the  grounds  of 
sour  beer. 

If  these  headachs  pursue  their  natural  course, 
they  generally  terminate  in  a  few  hours;  when 
they  have  become  habitual,  they  are  often  pro- 
tracted through  one,  two,  or  more  days.  The 
functions  of  the,liver,  stomach,  and  bowels,  will 
be  found  inaci  .pa  or  improperly  exercised. 

In  the  2nd  form  of  headach,  the  tongue  is  whit- 
ish, slightly  coated,  the  edges  palely  red  ;  there 
is  indistinctness  of  vision,  dull  pain  or  weight  in 
the  head,  confusion,  slight  giddiness,  fear  of  fall- 
ing. On  foot,  the  sufferer  thinks  himself  inse- 
cure unless  in  company  ;  leaning  on  the  arm  of 
a  companion,  sitting  still,  or  moving  in  a  car- 
riage, he  is  free  from  giddiness  or  alarm.  If  de- 
sired to  walk  towards  a  distant  object,  he  is  re- 
luctant, from  doubt  of  ability  to  reach  it  without) 
falling.  These  symptoms  are  attended  with  un- 
easiness or  irri-tation  of  the  stomach,  slight  nau- 
sea, sensation  of  constriction  of  the  fauces,  with 
watery  secretion  from  the  posterior  part  of  the 
mouth,  coldness,  slight  stiffness  or  numbness  of 
the  fingers;  the  other  parts 'of  the  system  are  in 
general  affected  with  great  nervous  sensibility. 

Headachs  produced  by  excess,  bear  nearly 
the  same  analogy  to  those  of  which  I  am  treat- 
ing, as  acute  bear  to  chronic  forms  of  disease. 
Headachs  from  congestion  of  the  brain,  present 
full,  oppressed  pulse,  throbbing,  and  a  sense  of 
action  in  the  system  which  alarms  the  feelings  ; 
headach,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present  es- 
say, is  a  dull  ache,  or  racking  pain,  often  mov- 
ing from  one  part  of  the  head  to  another,  with 
soreness  of  the  scalp.  In  the  first,  the  eyes  look 
red  and  full,  in  the  second,  depressed,  languid. 

Headach  from  disorganization  of  the  brain,  if 
pressure  has  not  been  produced,  presents  acute 
fixed  pain,  quick,  irritable,  and  sometimes  irreg- 
ular pulse;  when  pressure  has  tal<en  place,  the 
pulse  is  full  and  slow,  not  attended  with  the  stea- 
dy violent  heat  which  accompanies  sudden  con- 
gestion of  blood  in  the  brain. 

Headach,  caused  by  chronic  disease  of  the 
skull,  presents  constant  pain,  confined  to  one 
*pot,  whence  violent  shootings  proceed  to  a  fix- 
ed point.  As  the  disorder  advances,  slight  symp- 
toms of  pressure  on  the  brain  ensue  ;  and  ten- 
derness of  the  bone  is  observed. 

Nervous  headach  is  distinguished  by  absence 
of  constitutional  disorder,  and  by  smallnessof  the 
surface  which  the  pain  occupies.  The  disorder 
prevails  most  with  young  and  middle-aged,  anx- 
ious, relaxed,  or  sedentary  people. 

Under  unhealthy  disposition  of  the  digestive 
organs,  acid,  received  or  generated  in  the  sto 
mach,  is  followed  by  tightness  round  the  upper 
part  of  the  throat,  dull  pain  and  constriction  of 
the  forehead  and  scalp,  slight  obscurity  of  vision, 
and  strained  feeling-  of  the  eyeballs.  Some  indi- 
viduals, accustomed  to  the  use  of  butter  at  break- 
fast, b^ve  experienced  dailv  a  we'sfht  and  severe 
pain  of  the  bead,  preceded  by  sudden  dimness  of 


which  have  been  removed  for  the  time  by  re- 
jection from  the  stomach  of  portions  of  undigest- 
ed butter,  and  have  been  afterwards  prevented 
by  discontinuance  of  that  article.  Uneasiness  ot 
the  stomach,  dull  pain,  tightness  of  the  forehead 
and  scalp,  temporary  diminution  of  freedom  of 
thought  and  quickness  of  apprehension,  some- 
times follow  the  use  of  infusions  of  tea  and  of 
other  astringent  vegetables.  Salted  food,  the  fat 
of  meat,  fermented  liquors,  though  used  in  mod- 
eration, even  bread,  milk,  vegetables,  and  many 
of  the  mildest  and  most  simple  articles  of  diet,  in 
certain  individuals,  are  followed  by  the  symp- 
toms just  enumerated.  There  are  very  few 
people  who  have  not  suffered  from  headachs  of 
this  description. 

In  the  1st  form  of  headach,  if  vomiting  be  ex- 
cited, the  contents  of  the  stomach  will  be  found 
very  inconsiderable,  the  relief  very  imperfect. 
The  principal  seat  of  uneasiness  patients  refer- 
to  the  upper  bowels,  where  they  feel  sensation 
of  indolence  to  which  they  attribute  their  suffer- 
ings; and  after  a  very  little  experience  are 
aware  mitigation  of  the  headach  will  take  place 
as  soon  as  the  peristaltic  motion  of  these  parts 
has  become  quickened.  These  headachs  are 
always  relieved,  as  soon  as  the  upper  part  of 
the  intestines  is  put  in  motion  by  an  active  purge, 
and  are  often  completely  carried  off  by  it  before 
any  evacuation  has  taken  place. 

When  a  headach  is  forming  or  already  form- 
ed, a  purgative  ought  immediately  to  be  given, 
which  has  been  found  to  act  most  speedily  ;  it 
should  be  repeated  every  half  hour  or  oftener, 
till  some  mitigation  of  the  pain,  and  mistiness  of 
the  sight  takes  place,  or  disposition  to  action  in 
the  upper  bowels.  Disposition  of  the  headach 
to  return  will  be  proportionate  to  its  duration. 
If  acidity  be  present,  magnesia  is  the  best  pur- 
gative. 

A  glass  of  brandy  will  sometimes  put  off  one 
of  these  attacks.  Wine  and  a  full  meal  of  spiced 
food  often  afford  relief;  as  soon  as  the  influence 
of  these  stimuli  has  ceased,  the  headach  usually 
returns  with  increased  violence.  Repetition  of 
these  remedies  occasions  a  further  truce  ;  if  the 
bowels  should  during  the  interval  become  re- 
lieved, the  attack  is  sometimes  effectually  re- 
pelled. The  occasional  relief  is  greatly  over- 
balanced   by  the  consequent  suffering. 

Vomiting,  in  headachs  of  the  2nd  form,  early 
excited,  completely  removes  the  symptoms, 
an  acid  liquid  is  usually  thrown  up,  and  common- 
ly unchanged  food.     It  is  probably  more  advise- 


that  may  be  required   to  satisfy  the    craving   of 
the  stomach. 

Accurate  observers,  who  have  traced  head- 
achs to  particular  food,  have  discovered  the 
attack  on  some  occasions  within  a  few  hours  ;  at 
others,  not  till  the  third  day  after  this  food 
has  been  received  into  the  stomach. — Pelham 
Warren,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Phys.  of  St. 
Hosp.  Westminster.     Dec.  2,  1812. 
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able  to  rely  on  purging,  unless  sensation  of 
weight  on  the  stomach  should  peculiarly  point 
out  the  propriety  of  an  emetic  ;  the  purgative 
should  be  just  sufficient  to  prevent  the  stomach 
from  retaining  such  portions  of  food  as  may  es- 
cape the  full  action  of  digestion,  e.  g.  a  few  grs. 
of  rhubarb. 

In  general,  butter,  fat,  pye-crust,  bacon,  other 
greasy  substances,  dried  and  salted  meats,  nuts, 
acids,  and  food  which  readily  takes  on  an  acid 
fermentation,  wine  and  other  fermented  liquors, 
are  to  he  avoided.  The  skin  should  be  kept 
warm,  the  feet  protected  from  moisture  or  wet. 
Whenever  considerable  perspiration  is  induced, 
the  skin  should  be  wiped  dry,  inactivity  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels  be  daily  overcome.  In  this 
disorder  the  digestive  organs  are  always  compe- 
tent to  conversion  of  sufficient  food   into  nutri- 


^ight,  tightness  across  the  forehead,  and  nausea,  ment,  though  unequal  to  the  preparation  of  all 


In  those  chronic  ails  in  which  mineral  watery 
are  innocent,  there  is  good  reason  for  any  one's 
journey  to  them,  who  can  afford  it,  in  the  bene- 
fit he  may  hope  to  receive  from  change  of  wa- 
ter, and  air,  breaking  of  some  unhealthful  habits, 
and  from  suspension  of  business  and  cares ; 
great  weight  of  business,  may  entangle  a  man 
so  he  cannot  extricate  himself,  unless  by  re- 
tiring where  the  manner  of  living  will  effect  the 
cure,  though  the  reputation  of  it  may  be  put  to 
the  account  of  the  waters.  The  same  often  hap- 
pens after  long  illness,  requiring  only  time  and 
habit.  The  water  of  Bristol  has  no  claim  to  be 
thought  a  pure  water,  and,  in  my  experience, 
no  pretence  to  any  of  the  medicinal  virtues  it 
has  been  thought  to  possess. 

PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION. 

The  very  ingenious  and  learned  physician  Sir 
Ed.  Wilmot,  told  me,  when  he  was  a  youth,  he 
was  so  far  gone  in  a  consumption,  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Radcliffe,  whom  he  consulted,  gave  his 
friends  no  hope  of  his  recovery  :  yet  he  lived  to 
be  above  90. — A  youth  of  16,  after  having  the 
usual  signs  of  a  consumption  many  months,  and 
being  apparently  in  the  last  stage  of  it,  was  al- 
most suffocated  by  bringing  up  at  once  a  great 
quantity  of  matter,  and,  after  a  few  days,  the 
bag  in  which  it  had  probably  been  contained. 
He  soon  recovered  his  flesh  and  strength,  be- 
came a  strong  man,  and  lived  to  old  age,  with  a 
family  of  robust  children  and  grandchildren ; 
yet  he  was  remarkably  subject  to  a  cough  upon 
every  slight  cold,  and  had  returns  of  spitting  of 
blood  several  times  every  year. 

Consumptive  patients  do  not  want  encourage- 
ment to  persevere  steadily  in  a  strict  regimen, 
and  a  solicitous  shunning  of  whatever  may  weak- 
en the  strength,  or  aggravate  the  distemper.  In- 
numerable sweet  and  soft  things  are  used  to  re- 
lieve coughs ;  they  do  not  contribute  in  the  least 
to  cure,  they  pall  the  appetite,  and  therefore 
should  be  used  very  sparingly,     w.  heberden. 

Moss  of  Iceland. — The  Lichen  from  which  the 
Icelanders  prepare  bread,  consistent  a»  that  from 
wheaten  flonr,  is  indigenous  in  many  countries 
of  Europe,  and  in  New-England.  Its  medicinal 
qualities,  to  what  are  they  reducible,  or  those 
belonging  to  all  the  plants  that  have  been  digni- 
fied with  the  name  of  pectoral  ?  We  may  as 
well  rank  among  medicines  succulent  viands, 
bread,  potatoes,  sugar,  gums,  fruit,  and  all  escu- 
lent vegetables,  because  they  possess  mucilagi- 
nous, pectoral,  and  demulcent  qualities. 

Naturalists,  of  the  15th  century,  imagined,  as 
several  species  of  lichens,  dandelion,  &c.  bear 
some  resemblance  to  diseased  lungs,  we  should 
avail  ourselves  of  them  to  arrest  disease  of  this 
organ.  My  observation  and  experience,  war-i 
rant  me  to  affirm,  the  moss  of  Iceland  has  none 
of  those  virtues  for  which  it  has  been  extolled  in 
diseases  of  the  pulmonary  organs. — willemet. 

Nancy, 
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Iodine  was  accidentally  discovered,  1812,  by 
M.  Courtois,  maker  of  soap,  Paris.  After  he  an- 
nounced it,  M.  C.  Desormes  described  its  princi- 
pal properties  to  the  Institute.  At  a  tempera- 
ture below  212  degrees,  it  forms  a  gas  like  a 
violet  iodes.  Its  nature  and  chymicai  relations 
have  since  been  investigated  by  others.  Dr. 
Russel  had  recommended  sea-weed,  under  the 
name  of  vegetable  sethiops,  in  bronohocele  :  ac- 
tive medical  properties  had  been  attributed  to 
sponge.  At  the  end  of  1319,  Dr.  Coindet  pre- 
scribed iodine  in  form  of  hydroidate  of  potash, 
ioduretted  do.  and  tinct.  of  iodine,  from  10  to  20 
drops,  thrice  daily.  It  acts  neither  on  the  bow- 
els nor  kidneys. 

Feb.  4,  1821,  the  tincture  was  procured,  of 
excellent  quality,  from  Dr.  Ure,  and  given  thrice 
daily  to  a  young  woman  with  bronchocele.  She 
took  953  grs.  of  pure  iodine,  i.  e.  19060  drops,  in 
80  days.  Towards  the  end  of  the  experiment, 
her  daily  proportion  of  it  was  successively  raised 
to  12,  15,  and  18  grs.  Feb.  13,  a  morning-dose 
of  9  grs.  excited  vomiting,  and  was  not  repeated 
on  that  day.  The  16th,  the  quantity  was  re- 
duced from  10  to  8  grains  a  day,  for  the  same 
reason. 

About  the  beginning  of  March,  the  tumour 
seemed,  for  a  few  days,  to  be  softer ;  it  soon  re- 
sumed its  original  condition.  April  28,  when  its 
state  was  last  reported  to  me,  the  circumference 
of  her  neck  was  one  inch  greater  than  when 
she  began  the  iodine.  Her  health  was  never 
essentially  affected  by  its  use.  No  other  reme- 
dy was  employed  during  the  progress  of  this  ex 
periment.  jas.  Kennedy,  m.  d. 

Glasgow,  March  1,  1822. 


FEES  OF  MEDTCAL  PRACTITIONERS  IN  TRINIDAD. 

Determined  by  Order  of  Government,  Apl.  11,  1821 
(2  Spanish  Dollars  to  the  Pound.) 

£ 
Visit  in  town  or  suburbs  to  a  white  person  dur- 
ing the  day  -  -  -         - 
For  any  other  visit  in  the  same  day 
And  every  person  above  one  in  the  house 
Visit  to  coloured  people         - 

a  slave  -  - 

white  persons,  from  !0  p.  m.  to  5  A.M. 
If  attending  the  patient  previously 
Not  exceeding  1  mile  from  the  suburbs 
Every  subsequent  mile 
Attendance  during  the  day  in  the  country 
Every  subsequent  day  ... 

If  required  to  sit  up  with  the  patient 


18 

10 
9 

12 
6 
0 

10 
5 

15 
0 
0 
0 


In  Consultations,  and  to  the  Practitioners  consvlled  only. 
First  consultation  visit  -  -  -  6     0     0 

Every  visit  after  first         -         -         -         -         3     0     0 
Bleeding  Whites,  or  opening  Abscess         -         116     0 

Ditto  for  Slaves 0     9     0 

Bleeding  from  Temporal  Artery  or  Jugular  Vein. 
"Whites         --  --  -  -3120 

Slaves 1   16     0 


Visiting  and  extracting  Tooth 
■  Tooth 


1  16 

Extracting  Tooth          -          -          -           -         0  18 
Ditto  of  a  Slave           -           -           -           .09 

Visit  to  shipping,  according  to  distance  1M  6s.  to  3  12 

If  on  shore,  a  visit  to  a  sailor  not  to  exceed        0  9 

Vaccination  to  "Whites           -           -           -         2  0 

To  Negroes,  if  attending  by  the  year,  to  each    0  9 

Occasional  Vaccination  on  Estates         -             0  18 

Midwifery. 
Natural  labor,  "Whites  -  -  -  18     0 

If  called  to  extract  the  Placenta  -  18     0 

Difficult  or  preternatural,  according  to   the 

difficulty  and  time  required,  from  18  to      £45     0     0 

Slates* 
Natural        «...         .  ..         -900 

difficult        2        u        _        -.  -         35    0    0 


18 

0 

0 

10 

16 

0 

7 

4 

0 

7 

4 

0 

14 

8 

0 

7 

4 

0 

7 

4 

0 

14 

8 

0 

18 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

Fractures —  Whites. 
Leg,  with  after  attendance 
Arm,  ditto  - 

Collar  bone         - 
Rib        -         -        -        -  - 

Fractures — People  of  colour. 

Leg 

Arm         -----.. 

And  Rib,  a3  "Whites,  each  - 

Dislocation —  Whites. 
Arm         -                               - 
Thigh 

Fore  Arm         -  - 

If  long  attendance  is  required,  visit9   to  be 
charged. 

Coloured  People. 
Arm         - 

Thigh 

Fore  Arm         -  -  - 

Slaves. 
Arm         -         --        -  - 

Thigh         ...         -  . 

Fore  Arm  J 

Operations. 
Trepan        - 
Hare  Lip         - 
Tapping  Abdomen,  White 
Ditto,  Slave         ..... 
Reduction  of  Inguinal  Hernia 
Operation         .... 
Bronchotomy         .... 
Fistula  in  Ano         ...  . 

Subsequent  attendance  as  other  visits. 
Cataract,  operation         .... 
Hydrocele  Palliative  «- 

Radical         ....  . 

Passing  Male  Catheter  - 

Ditto  Female         ..... 

imputation. 
Leg  or  Thigh,  with  after  atteudance 
Arm  or  Fore  Arm         -  .  -  - 

Toes  or  Fingers  - 

Wounds,  simple  or  complicated,  from  72s.  to 
Ulcers,  according  to  the  attendance  required, 

from  72s.  to 45     00 

Venereal  Disease. 
Simple  Gonorrhoea  to  confirmed  Lues,  accord- 
ing  to  its  nature,  also  the  attendance   and 
time  required  for  its  cure,  I0Z.  16*.  to  90     0     0 

For  opening  a  Dead  Body  -         -         -         7     4     0 

And  for  the  Assistant  Practitioner  -  3  12     0 

Slaves. 
Opening         -».--  -  -3120 

Assistant  -  -  -  -  1    16     0 

For  each  Certificate  for  Courts  of  Justice  2     5     0 

It  is  not  lawful  for  any  person,  to  practice  Medicine 
or  Surgery,  or  to  act  as  Apothecary,  or  vender  of  Medi- 
cines, without  license,  under  penalty  of  500  Dollars. — 
There  are  17  licensed  Physicians,  and  5  Surgeons.  The 
population  is  40,000,  one  half  of  whom  are  free. 

No  Medicines  or  Drugs  are  to  be  sold  to  any  Slave 
without  an  order,  in  writing,  from  his  owner  or  other 
person  lawfully  authorised  to  give  such,  under  penalty 
of  200  dollars  for  the  first  offence,  and  400  dollars  and 
forfeiture  of  license  for  the  second  offence.     1823. 
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HEMIPLEGY. 
-,  act.  40,  of  a  thin,  active 


habit, 


at  sea,  400  miles  W.  of  Boston,  Oct.  27,  had  din 
ed  on  heavy  pastry;  at  3,  P.  M.  felt  somewhai 
indisposed,  and  all  the  afternoon  following.  A' 
8,  P.  M.  was  sitting  on  deck,  joining  in  a  song ; 
observed  her  right  arm,  which  was  behind  her, 
was  numb  :  immediately  after,  she  felt  a  numb 
ness  pervading  her  right  side,  "  felt  dreadfully,1' 
had  constant  twitchings  of  her  fingers  and  wrist, 
pulse  full  and  quick.  I  took  20  oz.  of  blood 
from  the  right  arm ;  the  pulse  became  slower 
and  smaller;  she  vomited  freely:  applied  a  large 
blister  to  the  back  df  the  neck,  and  took  sul- 
phate of  soda  3  iv.  in  an  hour  after  which  she 


vomited  about  two  ounces  of  watery  fluid.  The 
blood  on  separation  discovered  a  great  propor- 
tion of  serum.  She  had  three  stools  before  10, 
A.  M. 

Oct.  28.  Blood  has  flowed  three  times  from 
the  opening  in  the  arm,  the  whole  amounting 
probably  to  giii.  She  was  feverish  till  10,  P. 
M. ;  passed  a  good  night.— 29th.  Menstruates, 
this  being  the  expected  period.  Before  she  told 
me  of  this  circumstance,  I  had  given  her  sul- 
phate of  soda  3iv. ;  the  former  dose  had  been 
followed  by  three  stools.  At  noon  she  ate  a 
mouthfull  of  cake,  the  taste*  of  which  troubled 
her  till  Oct.  30,  10,  A.  M.  when  she  took  ipecac, 
gr.  xi.  She  now  threw  off  at  four  injections,  a 
pint  of  water,  with  phlegm  andvMittle  bile. 

Nov.  1,  she  took  3iv.  of  sulphate  of  soda 
which,  with  the  last  dose,  was  followed  by  two 
stools. — Nov.  2,  she  ate  two  soft  roasted  apples, 
which  oppressed  her. — Nov.  3,  she  ate  one  soft 
roasted  apple,  to  which,  and  to  some  gruel,  she 
attributed  some  oppression  at  her  stomach  she 
afterwards  experienced  ;  took  sulphate  of  soda 
3ii.  with  a  tea-spoonful  of  magnesia. 

Nov.  4,  she  went  on  shore  to  her  friends. — 
Nov.  6,  she  raised  the  right  arm,  took  me  by 
the  hand,  and  appeared  in  all  respects  better. — ■ 
Her  pulse  was  very  various  in  a  few  minutes 
while  I  sat  by  her. — Nov.  8,  she  walked  across 
the  room  with  assistance.  She  recovered,  but 
died  a  year  after  in  a  second  attack. 


*  She  nearly  lost  her  teste  and  smell  9  years  asro,  and! 
has  not  recovered  them.  She  has  been  so  costive  on 
this  voyage  of  28  days  from  Liverpool,  as  to  resort  to- 
manual  assistance  at  stool. 


Errata. — Paye  81,  Synopsis,  &c.  line  4,  under  the 
table,  for  69,82,  read  69,78  ;  for  1,41,  read  1,37.  Line 
8,  for  81.57,  read  81,05  ;  1.  9,  for  77—,  read  77,  60  ;  1. 
10,  for  3,23,  read  3,45. 

WEEKLY   REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN    BOSTOK,  ENDING     DE-» 
CEMBE*  4,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS. 
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28 

30 


Dec. 


Margaret  Phelan, 
Caroline  Eliza  French, 
Jacob  Blood, 
Hannah  Kennedy, 

Burns, 

Joseph  Lewis, 

Otis  Morton, 

Mary  Moore 

Ann  Foster, 

Melancey  Ann  "Williams^ 

Samuel  Neat, 

Ranson, 

Heyward, 

Mary  Jones, 
Cross, 


Age 

2 

13  mo. 


Nathan  Meldams, 
Joseph  Kenney, 
Hooping-cough  1,  lung  fever  2,  intemperance 
born  2,  white  swelling  1,  spotted  fever  1,  fever 
dental  1,  burnt  1,  fits  1. 
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From  Essays  on  Typhus,  by  Nathan  Smith,  M.D. 

Prof,  of  Phys.  and  Surg.  New- Haven.     In    the 

press  of  Blisi  <£•  White,  A'.  York. 

On  Connecticut  river,  from  Northampton  in 
Massachusetts,  to  its  source,  a  distance  of*  more 
than  two  hundred  miles  from  north  to  south,  and 
on  all  its  tributary  streams,  on  both  sides,  for  an 
hundred  miles  in  width,  there  has  been  no  in- 
stance of  any  person's  having  contracted  the  in- 
termittent fever,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country  to  the  present  time  ;  yet  typhous  fever 
has  prevailed  more  or  less  in  every  township 
within  that  tract  of  country. 

If  we  mike  the  name  of  typhus  depend  on  the 
presence  of  one  or  two  symptoms,  or  on  that  in- 
definite thing-  or  state  called  debility,  we  shall 
be  liable  to  misname  it.  Within  the  last  year, 
I  have  been  consulted  in  several  cases  of  disor- 
dered secretions  of  the  digestive  organs,  which 
were  called  low  nervous  or  low  typhous  fever, 
merely  on  account  of  the  presence  of  furred 
tongue,  loss  of  appetite,  and  thirst.  During  the 
25  years  since  I  first  attended  patients  in  this 
disease,  in  which  time  I  have  visited  many 
hundreds,  and  have  witnessed  its  prevalence 
several  times  in  the  same  village,  I  have  never 
known  nor  heard  of  its  recurrence  in  the  same 
person. 

I  attended  a  numerous  family,  every  member 
of  which  was  sick  of  typhus,  ercept  two;  two 
years  afterwards  the  disease  appeared  in  that 
neighbourhood  :  those  two  individuals  alone  of 
the  family  were  attacked.  In  another  family, 
which  I  attended,  consisting  of  eight  persons, 
five  had  the  disease  ;  the  next  summer,  the 
three  and  another,  added  to  the  family  after  the 
former  sickness,  were  attacked ;  all  those  pre- 
viously affected  escaped. 

I  have  seen  hooping-cough,  and  the  most  ma- 
lignant dysentery  coexisting  in  the  same  per- 
son.* Mr.  Hartyt  saj'S,  dysentery  and  typhous 
fever  are  often  combined  ;  I  have  often  seen  a  pa- 
tient taken  sick  with  all  the  characteristic  marks 
of  dysentery ;  after  some  time  the  dysenteric 
symptoms  have  wholly  subsided,  while  those  of 
typhus  continued,  many  days,  strongly  marked. 

*  "In  1807,  mumps,  hoopin<r-cou£h  and  measles  were 
prevalent  in  this  town,  at  the  same  time.  Of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Rev.  Dan  IIuntin~ton,  then  resident  here, 
one  had  mumps,  hooping-cough  and  measles  at  the 
same  time  ;  another,  measles  and  one  of  the  other  com- 
plaints. In  each  child,  the  peculiar  symptoms  and  ap- 
pearances of  each  disease  were  strongly  marked  ;  and, 
so  far  as  I  observed,  proceeded  together,  without  miti- 
gation or  suspension  of  either.  Fach  of  the  children, 
after  abatement  of  their  disorders,  hart  a  swelling  about 
the  neck,  of  considerable  size,  which  suppurated  and 
was  opened.1'  u.  stieldojs,  m.  ». 

Lilchfitld,  Conn. 

t  Observations  on  Dysentery  and  its  combinations, 
by  Wm,  Harty,  M.  B.  London,  p.  57,  et.  seq. 


the  lingers  be  so  passed  under  its  base,  as  to 
feel  an  aperture  through  the  bones  of  the  head. 
When  strongly  pressed,  the  child  showed  uneasi- 
ness, and  indications  of  approaching  convulsions. 
The  sutures  wereclosed,  and  no  marks  of  hy- 
drocephalus appeared  during  the  disease.  The 
child  was  healthy  and  of  usual  size  till  the  age 
of  7  months,  when  the  tumour  had  attained  to 
double  the  size  of  the  head;  its  coverings  be- 
came thinner  as  it  enlarged,  particularly  at  its 
most  projecting  point,  where  a  faint  blue,  shin- 
ing transparency  was  observed,  and  soon  after, 
an  eschar ;  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days, 
the  tumour  gradually  discharged  about  a  table- 
spoon-ful  of  thin  transparent  fluid,  with  slight 
daccidity  of  the  part.  Soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  discharge,  the  child  became  fever- 
sh,  pulse  exceedingly  frequent ;  coma  ensued 
with  great  prostration  of  all  the  vital  powers, 
and  in  about  two  days  she  expired  in  convulsions. 
The  tumour  was  filled  principally  with  a  thin, 
transparent  fluid.  At  its  base  was  a  perforation 
of  the  occiput,  and  a  protrusion  of  the  cerebel- 
lum as  large  as  a  small  hen's  egg.  The  inter- 
nal sac  containing  the  fluid  was  an  elongation  of 
the  dura  mater,  A. 

A  child  was  born  in  Berkshire  co.  Mass.  with 
a  tumor  similar  in  nature  and  situation  to  that 
above  described,  but  much  smaller.  It  gradually 
increased  in  size  and  was  attached  by  a  small 
neck  ;  a  phvstcian  applied  a  ligature  for  its  re- 
moval.    When  the  tumour  came   away,  a    con- 


ceeded  a  cough,  with  expectoration  of  bloody 
mucus.  Hemorrhage^  continuing  to  occur  at 
short  intervals  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  his 
general  health  failing,  in  the  fall  of  1813  he  em- 
barked for  Charleston,  (S.  C.)  where  he  remain- 
ed six  months,  The  climate  of  the  south  wag 
rather  prejudicial.  On  his  return,  his  complaint 
continued  increasing  the  ensuing  18  months^ 
when  he  removed  to  Geneva,  (N.  Y.)  in  Feb; 
and  immediately  entered  into  the  practice  of  phy- 
sic. During  March  and  April  the  hemorrhage 
continued,  with  severe  cough,  and  pain  in  the 
breast.  After  this  month,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer, all  these  symptoms  were  completely  re- 
moved; he  became  bilious,  with  disorder  of  sto- 
mach and  intestines.  In  the  fall  he  had  a  vio- 
lent dysentery,  for  30  days ;  the  ensuing  eighteen 
months,  his  stomach  continued  much  disordered, 
having  frequent  occasion  to  take  emetics,  when 
large  quantities  of  bile  were  discharged.  Since 
which,  except  occasional  intestinal  irritation,  he 
has  enjoyed  good  health. 

E.  B.  set.  25,  a  lawyer  of  Duchess  co.  (N.  Y.) 
of  scrofulous  habit,  (all  his  family  having  died 
with  pulmonary  affection,)  was  attacked  in  1810, 
with  pain  in  the  breast,  cough,  and  slight  he- 
morrhage from  the  lungs,  which  was  followed 
by  increase  of  symptoms,  the  cough  becoming 
more  violent,  with  purulent  expectoration  ting^ 
ed  with  blood,  and  hectic  fever.  In  the  spring 
of  1811,  he  removed  to  Geneva,  (N.  Y.)  and 
was    immediately     attacked    with    intermittent, 


siderable  protuberance  remained.  The  ligature  with  great  disorder  of  stomach  and  bowels;  his 
was  re-applied,  as  close  to  the  head  as  possible,  cough  and  expectoration  gradually  lessened,  he 
The  protuberance  was  cast  off  in  the  usual  time,  isoon  became  bilious,  and    had    repeated    attacks 


eaving  the  same  appearance  of  remaining  dis- 
ease as  before  ;  an  opening  through  the  cranium 
was  discovered;  the  tumoar  protruded  within  it. 
Pressure  was  fruitlessly  tried  to  as  great  extent 
as  seemed  practicable  or  safe.  The  tumour 
was  then  left  to  itself,  and,  after  some  months, 
proved  fatal.  J.  D. 

Pittsjitld.  — i — -vw* 

ACEPHALOUS    CHILD. 

Mrs. ,  a  middle-aged  woman,  pregnant 


DROPSY  OF  THE  FHAIN. 
An  infant  was  born  in  Sheffield,  Mass.  a*  (he 
full  period  of  gestation,  with  a  famotir  project- 
ing from  immediately  below  the  toherogitv  of 
the  occiput,  nearly  as  large  as  the  whole  head, 
soft,  evidently  full  of  fluid,  though  it  could  not 
be  greatly  diminished  by   pressure ;   nor  could 


with  her  5th  child,  sent  for  me  on  account  of  the 
rupture  of  the  membranes  at  the  end  of  the  7th 
month.  From  her  appearance,  I  judged  she 
would  have  twins,  in  24  hours,  it  was  thought, 
by  the  attendants,  more  than  three  gallons  of 
water  were  discharged.  Labour  then  commenc- 
ed, and  she  was  delivered  of  a  stillborn  fetus, 
weighing,  I  judge,  between  4  and  5  lbs.,  perfect 
in  every  part,  except  that  there  was  not  the 
least  vestige  of  brain  or  pericranium.  The  du- 
ra mater  over  the  sphenoid  bone  was  red,  and  all 
the  parts  of  the  head  above  that  bone  were  want- 
ing. The  woman  observed  she  never  suffered 
so  much  from  motion  of  the  fetus  as  during  this 
gestation.  B. 

December  1,  182S. 


of  intermittent   and    dysentery   the    first    three 
years.     He  now  enjoys  perfect  health. 

JV.  York,  March,  1823.     ed.  o.  ludlow,  m.  d. 

Jane  Ray,  a  stout  woman,  ost.  44,  menstruated 
at  16,  and  regularly  to  a  day,  till  20  years  of 
age.  At  this  period  she  was  from  May  to  July 
confined  to  bed,  with  rheumatic  fever,  severe 
pains,  loss  of  use  of  her  limbs,  and  violent  pain 
in  the  head. 

She  got  pretty  well,  and  went  to  service.— ~ 
Subsequent  to  Ibis  illness,  her  manses  never  re- 
turned. After  remaining  a  few  months  in  her* 
place,  she  was  attacked  by  the  same  fever,  atidf 
most  severe  pains  in  her  head  and  limbs,  was 
confined  to  her  bed  for  some  weeks,  and  was 
soon  after  weil  enough  to  return  to  her  pbtce. 


HEMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  LUNGS. 
J.  V.  set.  26,  physician  of  Duchess  county,  (N. 
Y.)  of  slender  habit,  was   attacked,    1811,    with 
copious  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  with    stric- 
ture and  pain  in  the  breast,  to  which  shortly  suc- 


Her  health  was  not    restored,  nor  was  she 


very 


long  from  home,  but  went  on  between  sickness 
and  health  for  two  years.  About  this  time  she 
was  cleaning  the  house,  had  not  been  at  any 
hard  work,  felt  pretty  well  in  health,  had  no  op- 
pression, nor  pain  in  or  near  the  ".rest,  but  wat 
suddenly  seized  with  violent  coughing,  and  with 
great  hazard  from  suffocation,  threw  up  from 
her  lungs  in  an  hour,  a  quantity  of  blood,  that 
herself  and  mother  estimated  at  two  quarts.. — 
Notwithstanding,  she  could. not  be  prevailed  on 
to  keep  abed.  Immed  ;itely  great  weakness, 
strong  pulsation  at  the  heart,  strange  sense  of 
fluttering  in  the  breast  followed.  The  cough 
ceased  complete'y  in  the  course  of  an  hour  with 
the  bleeding.     The    following  night   she   slept 


-J2"2 


BOSTON   MEDICAL   INTELLIGENCER. 


bad!}',  and  t  ,o  next  morning-  was  extremely 
weak  and  faint,  but  got  up.  For  three  months 
after  this,  she  was  particularly  well  and  active. 

When  she  suffered  the  second  attack,  she  was 
cleaning  the  house,  was  seized  exactly  as  be- 
fore, and  brought  up  a  great  deal  of  blood.  He- 
morrhage continued  that  evening;  in  the  night 
she  was  several  times  disturbed  from  sleep  with 
convulsive  cough,  but  instantly  relieved  by 
throwing  up  the  blood  which  had  collected. — 
The  following  day  it  continued,  bnt  ceased  to- 
wards the  evening.  In  this  attack  she  supposed 
she  lost  3  pints  of  blood.  In  two  days,  cough 
and  bleeding  returned  moderately,  for  an  hour, 
then  ceased  for  some  hours. 

Thus  it  returned  daily,  for  near  five  weeks. 
When  the  debility  incident  to  the  attack  had  left 
her,  she  found  herself  much  better  in  health, 
more  free,  lively,  and  capable  of  work  than  she 
bad  almost  ever  been.  She  remained  some 
months  well,  then  her  complaint  returned.  Then, 
for  the  first  time,  the  attack  was  preceded  by 
oppression  and  fulness  in  the  breast,  with  anxie- 
ty and  sighing'.  She  was  busy  in  working  about, 
when  suddenly  the  cough  seized  her  ;  so  tremen- 
dous hemorrhage  immediately  followed,  for 
some  time  there  was  imminent  risk  of  suffoca- 
tion; she  had  little  hope  of  being  able  to  clear 
the  blood  in  time  to  recover  breath.  After  con- 
tinuing five  weeks  ill,  she  gradually  recovered. 

Her  complaints  sometimes  continued  six,  even 
ten  weeks;  they  generally  left  her  in  much  bet- 
ter health  than  before.  She  now  experienced 
twelve  months,  during  which  her  health  remain- 
ed good.  She  wa«  in  place,  rubbing  furniture  ; 
uneasiness  and  oppression  returned,  succeeded 
by  the  former  train  of  symptoms.  A  few  months 
afterward,  she  had  got  back  to  service  ;  a  fresh 
attack  commenced,  extremely  violent.  Blood 
poured  into  the  windpipe  in  so  large  a  stream, 
it  might  be  suiil  to  run  out  of  her  mouth.  She 
was  scarcely  able  to  avoid  suffocation  while  sit- 
ting up.  Sense  of  oppression  was  soon  relieved  ; 
the  attack  continued  with  diminished  force  near 
-fix  weeks.  After  this  she  enjoyed,  12  months, 
good  health. 

In  1806,  she  had  a  very  heavy  attack,  after  a 
long  interval  of  health.  It  was  attended  with 
•violent  pain  in  the  left  side,  most  acute  in  inspi- 
ration. The  hemorrhage  continued  six  weeks, 
the  pain  much  longer.  She  was  between  two 
and  three  months  recovering.  She  was  now 
•nly  two  or  three  months  or  weeks  free  from 
the  complaint ;  the  attacks  were  less  severe. 

In  1807,  with  cough  and  pain  in  the  side,  the 
complaint  continued  for  some  weeks,  with  great 
loss  of  blood.  She  was  left  very  weak  and  low, 
with  great  beating  and  throbbing  about  and  in 
the  heart.  For  several  weeks,  though  of 
an  active  disposition,  she  was  scarcely  able  to 
crawl  about,  and  most  of  this  period  the  pain 
continued. 

May,  1810,  she  was  again  ill,  after  an  interval 
of  two  or  three  months.  For  14  weeks,  she 
never  was  a  day  free  from  the  irritation  which 
brought  on  the  convulsive  cough,  and  bleeding. 
Several  coagula  were  brought  up,  with  the  fluid 
blood.  Ihe  pain  in  the  breast  was  at  the  low- 
*r  part  of  the  left  side,  and  occasionally  darted 
upward,  arid  across  towards  the  right  side. 

At  this  time  she  was  clearly  of  opinion  she 
was  never  urged  to  cou^h,  bul  by  blood  poured 
iato  the  lungs  ;   the  irritation  ceased,  the  instant 


Cherry  and  Plum-Stones  Swallowed. 
A  woman,  set.  62,  mother  of  many  children, 
was   received  into  Westminster  Hospital,  July, 
1752.     Two  years  before  this,  she  had  had  a  se 


the  blood  was  thrown  up.     During  the  last   at 
tack,  she  was   afraid  for  several  nights   to    lie 
down,  the  frequency  and  violence  of  the  hemorr 
hage  was  such,  she  was  sure  she  must  have  been 
choked.     She  thought  she  could  not  endure  ma- 
ny more  attacks^     The    pulse   was  at  92,  weak 
and  very  small. 

In  the  latter  part  of  August,  and  beginning  of 
Sept.  many  nights,  the  paroxysm  of  convulsive 
cough  and  furious  bleeding  continued  till  she 
fainted  on  the  bed,  remaining  there  till  she  grad- 
ually recovered  recollection.  For  some  time 
subsequent  to  this,  the  pulse  was  scarcely  to  be 
felt,  very  quick,  and  exhausted. 

In  the  beginning  of  Nov.  she  had  sense  of  ful- 
ness, flatulence  and  palpitation,  for  some  days 
previous  to  the  attack.  She  durst  not  lie  down 
to  sleep  for  fear  of  suffocation.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  my  inquiry,  she  had  kept  the  blood  thrown 
up  the  preceding  night,  in  a  basin.  It  was  more 
than  a  pint.  It  had  a  frothy  appearance,  char- 
acteristic of  expectoration,  was  florid,  apparent- 
ly little  disposed  to  coagulate  ;  the  pulse  very 
small  and  soft,  125;  face  sunk  and  pale,  debility 
extreme.  From  this  period,  to  Nov.  1816,  she 
continued  still  subject  to  the  complaint,  in  a  much 
milder  degree,  having  reached  the  age  of  46. 
(See  Med.  Int.  p.  34,  38,  54,  57) 

Hooping-cough. — In  a  child  who  died  set.  4, 
the  trachea  and  bronchiae  were  free  from  mu- 
cus. Blood  was  effused  into  the  cellular  texture 
of  the  lungs.  Large  spots,  deeply  red,  shone 
through  the  membrane  covering  the  surface  of 
every  part  of  the  lungs;  when  cut  into,  extra- 
vasated  blood  ran  freely  out. 

A  Nail  dropped  into  the  Wind-pipe. 

3.  Butler,  aet.  65,  employed  by  Chippendale, 
of  St.  Martin's  Lane,  was  repairing  a  ceiling. 
He  had  two  nails  in  his  mouth ;  a  little,  irritation 
set  him  coughing,  when  one  of  the  nails,  seven- 
eighths  of  aa  inch  long,  was  thrown  out  of  his 
mouth  ;  the  other,  in  recovering  his  breath,  slipt 
down  his  wind-pipe. 

Incessant  irritation,  pain,  and  cough,  directly 
followed,  and  continued  till  he  was  worn  to  a 
skeleton,  spitting  up  blood  and  phlegm.  Mr.  K. 
of  St.  Martin's  lane,  was  with  him  directly  after 
it  happened.  His  complaints  were  fixed  in  the 
right  lobe  of  the  lungs,  and  he  could  then,  as  at 
the  first  instant  after  the  accident,  cover  the  ex- 
act spot  with  his  hand.  Spitting  of  blood  con- 
tinued to  occur,  at  intervals,  from  the  15th  of 
April  to  the  12th  of  August,  when,  after  copious 
spitting  of  blood,  with  a  sudden  fit  of  coughing, 
he  threw  up  something  with  violence  against  the 
roof  of  his  mouth,  mixed  with  blood.  He  found 
it  to  be  the  identical  nail  (now  in  the  museum  of 
J.  Heaviside,  Surg.  F.  R.  S.  Geo.  St.  Hanover 
Sq.  Westminster)  that  he  had  slipt  down  the 
trachea.  The  head  of  it  was  rusty  when  thrown 
up.  i 

April,  1815.  Eleven  or  twelve  years  have 
elapsed  since  this  event  took  place,  and  the  man 
has  enjoyed  pretty  good  health  ;  subject  to  occa- 
sional cough,  slight  spitting  of  blood,  and  a  pain- 
ful sensation,  precisely  in  the  old  spot. 
Middle-Si.  Hanover  Sq.'  Westminster .       3.  howship. 


swelling  on  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen.  Thi9 
swelling  gradually  increased ;  her  colic  pains 
continued  occasionally  to  return  with  increased 
severity,  till  the  April  previous  to  her  being 
taken  into  the  hospital,  when  the  tumour  appa- 
rently made  a  stand,  and  did  not  again  increase 
to  the  time  of  her  coming  into  the  house.  The 
complaint  could  not  be  traced  to  any  former  ly- 
ing-in, neither  did  she  recollect  having  received 
injury  on  the  part.  Since  the  commencement 
of  the  swelling  she  had  borne  no  children. 

A  tumour  extended  within  the  abdomen,  appa- 
rently within  the  pelvis.  Fluctuation  was  per- 
ceptible, towards  the  central  part  of  the  mass, 
surrounded  by  considerable  circumscribed  hard- 
ness. The  tumour  had  always  been  indolent 
till  latterly,  when,  from  its  becoming  more  un- 
easy than  usual,  she  was  induced  to  seek  relief. 
The  apparent  extent  of  this  affection  marked  an 
oblique  line,  from  the  anterior  spine  of  the  ili- 
um, near  to  the  linea  alba,  thence  descending 
obliquely  till  it  was  lost  under  the  os  pubis.  The 
tumor  below  so  pressed  forward  the  integuments, 
the  processes  of  the  ilium  and  pubis  were  with 
difficulty  brought  into  view. 

in  a  few  days,  the  swelling  became  exceeding- 
ly painful,  and  in  about  a  week  more,  broke. 
Haifa  pint  of  limpid  serum  escaped,  followed  by 
a  little  bloody  fluid.-  Next  day,  a  thin  feculent 
discharge  evidently  came  from  the  intestines. 
As  soon  as  the  tumour  broke,  a  poultice  of  bread 
and  milk  was  applied  ;  the  second  day  afterward 
a  long  round  worm  came  away  with  the  appli- 
cations. The  discharge  now  continued  general- 
ly thin  and  feculent,  sometimes  purulent.  She 
never  observed  that  the  discharge  from  the  ul- 
cer was  sensibly  increased  on  going  to  stool,  but 
was  frequently  apprized  of  something  collecting 
within  the  swelling,  by  the  pain  it  gave  her  till, 
discharging  itself  by  the  opening  in  the  integu- 
ments, she  became  easier.  In  this  way,  fecal 
matter  was  collected  and  discharged  three  or 
four  times  a  day.  The  stools  per  anum  were  in 
general  relaxed ;  she  preferred  a  light  and  al- 
most liquid  diet. 

She  experienced  no  pain  in  going  to  stool,  nor 
uneasiness  from  passage  of  the  matter  by  the  ul- 
cerated opening.  Before  it  broke,  she  was  sen- 
sible of  the  wind  being  pent  up,  and  rumbling- 
about  within  the  tumour:  she  never  felt  this  af- 
ter it  had  opened.  The  discharge  coutinued 
till  the  middle  of  August,  during  which  time  her. 
diet  was  various,  Her  stomach  at  last  grew 
very  weak.  She  died  August  29,  completely- 
worn  out. 

The  integuments  round  the  external  opening 
of  the  ulcer  were  found  separated  from  the  parts 
beneath,  to  some  distance.  The  cellular  mem- 
brane was  destroyed  by  ulceration;  the  fibres  of 
the  abdominal  muscles  were  as  clean  as  if  pre- 
pared by  dissection. 

The  external  wound  was  very  near  the  ante- 
rior spine  of  the  ilium  ;  this  opening  led  to  a 
small  fistula  through  the  abdominal  parietes,  in- 
to a  large  dependent  cavity.  The  parietes  of 
the  abdomen  were  divided  from  the  orifice,  up- 
ward and  downward  ;  the  adhesions  being  sepa- 
rated, they  were  turned  a*ide.  Thus  a  large 
tumour  was  brought  into 
extensively  adherent  to 
parts.  It  proved  to  be 
ilium   pass: ng"  into  it  and 


view,  thick,  indurated, 

all    the    neighbouring 

the  cfecum,  with    the 

the  colon.     The  whole 


vere  colic,  after  which  she  first  observed  a  small t  of  this  diseased  bag  was  laid  open  from  the  ori- 
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fice  by  which  it  had  burst  through  the  parietes 
of  the  abdomen.  A  large  cavity  was  now  ex- 
posed, full  of  ulcerations;  in  many  parts  inter- 
sected by  membranous  septa,  or  bridles,  and 
every  where  greatly  indurated.  Within  the  cas- 
cum  was  found  a  large  handful,  at  least,  of  com- 
mon plum  and  cherry-stones. 

Opposite  the  insertion  of  the  ilium,  the  colon, 
Where  it  begins  to  form  the  caecum,  was  exces- 
sively thickened  and  contracted.  Under  this 
thickening  a  passage  was  eroded  through  from 
the  caecum  into  the  colon.  This  contracted 
part  formed  a  bridge  over  a  cavit}',  contain- 
ing three  or  four  stones,  as  in  the  caecum. — MS. 
of  M.  Watson,  in  possession  of  J.  Heaviside. 
(See  Med.  Int.  44,  86.) 


BED  FOR  BEDRID  PEOPLE. 
In  Med.  and   Phys.  Journ.  of  London,  XXI,  is 
a  plate  of  a   bed   for  bedrid   people.     To  a  bar 
across  the  top  of  a  bedstead,  is  attached  a  tackle 
for  a  rope  to    slide    through.     Suspended    from 
the  bedstead  is  a  cradle,  the  bottom  of  which  is 
composed  of  girths,  with  buckles    at  one  side  ; 
these  may  be  undone,  to  get  to  any  part  of  the 
body,  posteriorly,  when  the  cradle  is  raised    by 
the  ropes.     The  frame  is  six  feet  in    length,  3i 
of  fwhich  are  at  the  lower,  and  2-i-  at  the  upper 
part ;   at  the  division,  is  a  hinge  on  each  side,  to 
allow  of  the  lesser  portion  being  raised  to  a  right 
angle,  which  is  done    by  the  rope  being  pulled. 
The  cradle  is  2  feet  wide  ;    on  each  side  of  it  is 
a  rail  6  inches  high,  of  iron,  or  any  thing  capa- 
ble of  resisting  the  patient  rolling  out  when  the 
cradle  is  raised.     A  small  bar  of  iron  keeps  the 
cradle   extended   when    it   is  wished  to  raise  it, 
that  the  patient  may  have  his  bed  made ;    when 
it  is  wished  to  raise  the  upper  portion  of  the  cra- 
dle to  a  right  angle,  the  bars  of  iron  may  be  ta- 
ken out,  and  all   the  railing  may  be  taken  out 
when  the  patient  is  on  the  bed. 

When  the  patient  is  to  be  dressed  on  the  back, 
the  upper  part  is  raised  at  right  angles,  where- 
by the  patient  is  made  to  sit,  and,  the  girths  be- 
ing unbuckled,  the  whole  of  the  back  may  be 
exposed.  When  the  nates  are  burnt,  a  rope 
may  be  attached  to  the  inferior  portion,  so  that 
the  lower  part  may  be  raised,  by  fixing  a  hinge 
on  each  side.  Two  ropes  are  attached  on  each 
side,  and  united  at  the  top,  passing  through  a 
tackle  ;  the  rope  to  be  pulled  runs  down  the  mid- 
dle. By  this  contrivance,  two  persons  only  are 
required  to  do  every  thing  relative  to  the  pa- 
tient's comfort.     (See  Med.  Int.  p.  13.) 


gie,)  so  tightly  as  to  press  the  bougie  close  in 
upon  the  urethra,  so  no  space  was  left  by  which 
urine  could  pass. 

This  was  done  at  ten  o'clock  at  night ;  at  3, 
he  had  great  desire  to  pass  urine.  I  removed 
the  straps,  &c.  and  when  he  had  emptied  his 
bladder,  I  applied  others.  The  next  desire  for 
evacuation  was  7  o'clock,  and  the  next  again  at 
1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  In  three  days  he 
was  cured.  j.  msi-or. 

Fenchurch  St.  London,  July  18,  1815. 


INCONTINENCE    OF    URINE. 

A  young  gentleman,  set.  13  years,  for  nine 
years  never  passed  a  day,  without  several  invol- 
untary discharges  of  urine,  and  during  the  night 
constantly.  Many  physicians  and  surgeons  had 
been  consulted ;  various  were  the  means  em- 
ployed. Tonics,  cold  bathing,  blisters  to  the 
sacrum  and  perineum,  and  opiates,  were  fairly 
and  freely  tried,  without  success. 

The  jugum  penis  could  not  be  endured  the 
accessary  length  of  time. — Three  inches  of  a 
bougie  large  enough  to  fill  his  urethra  were  put 
on  the  outside  of  the  under  part  of  the  penis,  on 


The,  Hand  and  Arm  down  by  the  side  of  the  Head. 
Wednesday,  March  28,  1820,  the  membranes 
gave  way  at  6,  A.  M. ;  no  pains  came  on  till  the 
29th,  1,  A.  M.  when  a  midwife  was  called  ;  she 
could  not  make  out  the  presenting  part  till  half 
after  3,  when  a  hand  and  arm  came  down  into 
the  vagina.  I  readily  detected  the  head  at  the 
brim,  and  ready  to  enter.  The  pains  were  not 
very  strong  ;  the  os  uteri  was  dilated.  I  intro- 
duced my  left  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  bending 
the  elbow  of  the  descended  arm,  I  gradually 
pushed  it  above  the  head  ;  keeping  it  there  till 
uterine  action  came  on,  and  feeling  the  head 
come  down,' without  the  preceding  impediment, 
I  withdrew  my  hand.  After  some  active  pains, 
I  made  another  examination,  and  observing  the 
head  regularly  descending,  I  left  the  case  to  the 
care  of  the  midwife,  being-  fully  satisfied  it  would 
soon  be  terminated. 

The  point  to  be  determined  is,  that  the  head 
is  above  the  arm,  and  not  the  shoulder.  There 
is  little  difficulty  in  returning  a  hand  or  an  arm, 
while  the  head  is  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ;  if 
the  head  have  descended  into  the  cavity,  and  if 
it  occupy  the  cavity,  the  attempts  will  frequent- 
ly not  succeed.  The  head  must  then  be  allowed 
to  descend  under  the  obstruction  produced  by 
the  arm,  and,  if  the  child  be  born  alive,  the  arm 
is  considerably  injured  by  pressure. 

A  case  of  this  kind  may  easily  be  made  one  of 
very  considerable  difficulty,  by  inadvertently 
pushing  up  the  head,  when  completely  above 
the  brim,  or  mistaking  a  hand  for  a  foot,  and 
pulling  it  down.  Then  the  shoulder  would  be 
brought  to  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  instead  of  the 
head  ;  and  turning  would  be  necessary. — J.  Rams- 
botham,  M  D.  Phys.- Accoucheur  to  the  Charity  for 
delivery  of  Worsen  at  home.  Broad-St.-Buildings, 
London,  Jan.  1,  1821. 


tempts  they  succeeded  in  returning  it.  The 
cow  was  fed  a  day  or  two  on  thin  slop,  in  a  few 
days  walked  lo  pasture,  and  is,  at  this  time,  (six, 
weeks  since  the  occurrence  of  the  inversion,) 
perfectly  well,  and  gives  a  gallon  of  milk  daily. 

A  patient  under  trismus  following  a  wound, 
took  in  28  days,  tt.  opii.  3  xxivss. — sub-mur.  of 
mercury,  gi.  5  gr. — jalap,  3  i.  3  v.  gr.  xxx. — 
ext.  colocynlh,  gii.  3vi.gr.  ix — gamboge,  g  i.- 
3  v.  gr.  v — 58  bottles  of  wine — 23  gallons,  & 
quarts  of  porter.  ■  j.  blizard. 

London. 

A  man,  aged  25,  bad  been  indisposed  a  fort-: 
night ;  he  had  never  taken  medicine  in  his  lifev 
His  bowels  had  not  been  open  the  three  last 
days.  In  10  days  from  this  last,  he  took  sub- 
mur.  of  mercury,  gr.  72 — gamboge,  3ii. — cas- 
tor-oil, 3  iii. — jalap,  gi. — mag.  vitriol,  3  iv. — 
quicksilver,  3  iv. — numerous  soap-clysters,  with- 
out effect. 

The  following  mixture  was  taken  on  the  19th 
day  ;— honey,  gss.— gum.  acacia,  in  powd.  3  ss. — 
spt.  turpentine,  3  »• — water,  3  ii-  a  spoonful 
every  4th  hour.  On  the  19th  da}',  there  was  a 
watery  stool,  in  which  was  a  worm  11  inches 
long.  He  died  on  the  19th  day.  Sp.  turp.  g  iv, 
drank  by  mistake,  occasioned  excessive  vomiting 
and  purging. 


Edinburgh,  1813. 


Rupture  and  Inversion  of  the  Uterus  of  a  Cow. 

Godm&n's  Western  Quarterly  Reporter. 
This  animal,  belonging  to  a  respectable  gen- 
tleman of  Cincinnati,  was  observed,  during  par- 
turition, to  be  in  great  distress  ;  a  considerable 
number  of  persons  were  attracted  to  discover 
the  result.  During  a  violent  effort  at  expulsion, 
a  noise  was  heard  by  the  by-standers,  which 
they  compared  to  the  sudden  rending  of  a  strong 
cloth;  it  was  plainly  seen  that  the  calf  had  es- 
caped into  the  belly.  The  arm,  as  high  as  the 
shoulder,  was  passed  in.  After  some  time  in 
searching  for  the  feet,  ihe  assistant  drew  them 
partly  into  the  utenns,  when  an  effort  was  made 
by  the  cow,  which  expelled  the  uterus  and  calf. 
The  uterus  was  fairby  inverted,  and  had  a  very 
large  oblique  rupture  across  the  fundus. 


Sir  A.  Cooper's  treatise  on  Hernia,  part  1st,  folio, 
was  published  1804  ;  part  2nd,  1807. — In  1812,  the  au- 
thor said  he  could  not  procure  a  copy  of  it,  which  he 
was  desirous  of  sending  to  M.  Scarpa. 

No  disease  of  the  body,  belonging  to  surgery, 
requires  in  its  treatment  greater  anatomical 
knowledge,  with  surgical  skill.  Symptoms,  im- 
mediately threatening  extinction  of  life,  occur 
at  times,  in  situations,  that  afford  but  little  op- 
portunity for  consulting  others,  and  demand  a 
prompt  resolution  and  decisive  practice.  Accu- 
rate anatomical  knowledge  is  frequently  requir- 
ed to  detect  the  presence  of  this  disease  at  that 
period  at  which  alone  the  milder  process  of  re- 
duction is  practicable  :  stiil  more  is  skill  necessa- 
ry to  meet  occurrences,  when  the  knife  becomes 
the  only  method  of  saving  the  patient. 

Of  diseases  of  the  scrotum,  mistaken  for  her- 
nia, none  is  so  much  so   as  enlargement   of  the 
spermatic  veins.     Often  have  I   known   persons 
(even  children  of  medical  men)  wear  trusses  for 
a  supposed  hernia,  which   they  complained   did 
not  lit;  the  disease  was  this  enlargement.     When 
large,  it  dilates  .upon  coughing;    not  otherwise  ; 
it  appears  in  the  erect  position,  and  retires  when 
the  body  is  recumbent;    it  is   observed  near  the 
ring.     Place  the  patient  in   the   horizontal  pos- 
ture, empty  the  swelling   by  pressure  upon  the 
scrotum,  then  putting  the  fingers  firmly  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  abdominal  ring,  let  the  patient 
rise  :  if  it  is  hernia,  the  tumour  cannot  re-appear 
as  long  as  pressure  is  continued  at   the   ring;    if 
varicocele,  the  swelling  returns  with    increased 
size.     Varicocele  feels  as  if  a  bundle   of  cords 
were  in  the  scrotum. 

I  find  but  few  old  men  entirely  exempt  from 
hernia.  Since  I  have  had  this  publication  in 
view,  I  have  neglected  no  opportunity  of  pro- 
curing specimens  of  hernia  ;  on  inspection  of  the 
bodies  of  old   people,  I  have  scarcely  ever  been 


aline    parallel  to  the  canal,  the  point  projecting  . 

a  short  wav  beyond  the  glans,  to  avoid  pair.  The  uterus  had  been  received  on  a  cloth  ;  disappointed  in  finding  inguinal  or  femoral  her- 
from  pressure  ;  I  passed  straps  of  adhesive  i  !as-  two  persons  gathered  it  up  as  closely  as  possi-  nia1.  The  subjects  have  principally  been  old 
ter  around,  (first  at  the  point  of  the  penis,  con-  ble,  without  much  attending  to  the  order  in  which  persons  who  laboured  for  subsistence  after  their 
tinning  strap  after  strap  the  length  of  the  bou-  it  was  to  be  reduced  ;   after  many  strenuous   at-j  strength  became  unequal  to  great  exertions.— 
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From  the  extreme  relaxing  heat  of  Malta,  and 
constant  exertions  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to 
make  in  passing  rocky  paths,  few  persons  there 
escape  hernia  ;  it  is  often  enormous. — Sir  Rob. 
Wilson  saw  a  man  in  Egypt,  who  had  a  belly 
hanging  down  from  his  navel  to  his  ankles;  a 
blue  skin  contained  his  bowels;  il  seemed  so  thin, 
as  to  be  liable  every  moment  to  burst.  The 
weight  was  enormous,  the  size  much  larger  than 
an  ox's  paunch.  He  was  in  good  health,  and 
crawled  about  gaining  his  bread  by  begging. 

I  have  frequently  been  consulted  by  fathers, 
wearing  trusses,  for  more  than  one  of  their  sons 
with  hernia.  In  such  cases,  I  have  found  the 
abdominal  ring,  instead  of  extending  1^  inch  in 
length,  could  be  traced  nearly  half  way  to  the 
ilium. 

Few  persons,  long  asthmatic,  are  free  from 
hernia,  and  those  who  play  on  wind-instruments 
are  specially  subject  to  it.  The  most  frequent 
cause  of  hernia  is  lifting  heavy  weights.  Per- 
sons who  suffer  under  costiveness,  have  strangu- 
lation often  brought  on  whilst  at  stool.  Stric- 
tures in  the  urethra  appear  often  to  produce 
hernia.  If  fatness  comes  on  very  rapidly,  it  sel- 
dom fails  to  produce  hernia.  It  is  brought  on 
by  wearing  the  breeches  very  tight  about  the 
waist.  I  have  known  many  persons,  after  jump- 
ing, have  pain  in  the  groin,  followed  by  hernia. 
Flatulent  vegetable  food  is  peculiarly  apt  to  in- 
duce strangulation,  as  is  coughing,  sneezing,  &c. 

Almost  all  surgeons  determine  the  truss  should 
press  on  the  abdominal  ring.  It  should  not 
press  on  the  abdominal  ring,  but  on  the  part  at 
which  the  spermatic  cord,  and  with  it  the  her- 
nia, first  quit  the  abdomen.     When  a  hernia  has 


Under  strangulated  hernia,  if  relief  be  not  soon 
obtained,  the  tumour  becomes  red  and  painful ; 
when  handled,  the  mark  of  each  finger  is  left  in 
a  white  hollow  impression,  as  on  pressure  of  a 
dropsical  limb  ;  this  indicates  effusion  of  fluid 
into  the  cellular  membrane  covering  the  sac, 
produced  by  continuance  of  inflammation. 

DISLOCATION  OF  THE  HIP. 

R.  M.  set.  8,  of  irritable  habit,  was  in  summer, 
1819,  attacked  with  severe  pain  in  the  middle 
of  the  extensor  muscles  of  the  thigh,  which 
gradually  moved  round  to  the  flexors,  producing 
rigid  contraction  and  extreme  tenderness  exter- 
nally, bending  the  leg  at  a  right  angle  with  the 
thigh.  The  pain  and  tenderness  soon  extended 
to  the  hip,  and  paroxysms  of  spasm  in  the  gul- 
tei  and  neighbouring  muscles  occurred  at  short 
intervals.  The  thigh  was  drawn  towards  the 
abdomen,  and  could  not  be  moved  but  with  in- 
tolerable pain.  Tumefaction  and  erythematous 
inflammation  pervaded  the  hip.  A  fine  rash, 
from  the  thigh  and  hip,  spread  all  over  the  body. 
He  was  bled  ;  cathartics,  mercurial  and  saline 
were  exhibited,  continued  vesication,  antimooi- 
als,  &c.  with  no  essential  relief. 

Ten  days  from  the  attack,  the  head  of  the 
thigh-bone  was  found  dislocated ;  it  became 
gradually  drawn  forward  and  backward  on  the 
back  of  the  ilium,  shortening  the  thigh  3  inches. 
In  4  weeks,  he  could  bear  considerable  propor 
tion  of  his  weight  on  the  aflected  limb  ;  no  in- 
convenience, except  shortness  of  the  limb  was 
discoverable.     His  health  was  good. 

The  toes  were  turned  in  ;  the  knees  approach- 
ed each  other.  The  thigh  could  be  pretty  free- 
ly bent  and  extended.     There  was  no    power  of 


sequence.     He  recovered  his  senses  shortly  af- 
ter. Wm.  Wadd,  Surg,  to  P.  R.     1819. 

May,  1808,  at  the  poor-house  in  Stoke-upon^ 
Trent,  Staffordshire,  Hannah  Bourne,  a  deform- 
ed dwarf,  25  inches  high,  was,  after  a  tedious, 
difficult  labour,  delivered  of  a  stillborn,  perfect 
female  child,  of  ordinary  size,  measuring  21  \ 
inches.  The  mother  is  likely  to  do  well. 
(See  Med.  Int.  p.  55.) 

How  many  people  live  in  society  with  some 
symptoms  of  insanity  !  Sometimes  it  is  a  levity 
which  has  some  analogy  to  demence,  a  brutish- 
ness  which  approaches  to  stupidity ;  exalted, 
predominant  passions,  which  resemble  monoma- 
nia; the  embroiling  spirit  of  some  men  resem- 
bles in  some  sort  a  light  mania.  georget. 

Paris,  1820. 


oeen  returned,  the  surgeon  should  lay  his  fin-j abduction,  nor  would  the  limb  admit  it  from  ex 
gers  obliquely  above  and  without- ihe  ring,  and! terna|  force.  The  patient  was  secured  on  his 
direct  his  patient  to  cough;  the  farthest  part  U|e,  and  detention  made,  after  moving  ihe  limb 
from  the  ring  towards  the  spme  of  the  ihum5!every  waj  to  break  its  adhesions,  in  the 
where  the  sac  is  ielt  to  protrude,  is  the  point Lame  direction  in  which  it  was  when  dislocated  ; 
for  application  of  the  pad.  Measurement  is  ink-  the  head  of  the  bone  was  felt  to  feove  from  its 
en  for  making  the  truss  by  laying  one  end  of   aior{ific;a|  gocket  towar(]s  the  natural.     Distention 


In  Traias.  Coll.  Phys.  Lon.  IV,  is  "  a  case  of 
tetanus,  in  which  the  affusion  of  cold  water  was 
successfully  employed." — In  conjunction  with 
the  affusions,  3  lb.  8  3,  5  3,  of  tinct.  of  opium 
were  taken  internally  in  3  wks.  besides  what  was 
used  externally.  The  incomplete  title  of  the 
case  is  likely  to  mislead  most  readers. 

...     ■    wv\     ■      i 

To  create  new  treatises,  new  operative  meth- 
ods, is  often  to  add  more  to  one's  own  fame,  than 

|  to  the  progress  of  surgery;  to  revive  ancient 
ideas  is  to  do  little  for  self,  and  much  for  art. — 
Thence  the  discoveries  which  are  born   and  die 

! every  day,  that  fashion,  which  sacrifices  almost 
indifferently  the  good  and  bad  to  novelty.  Thence 
the  multitude  of  operative  processes,  which  lan- 
guish in  unjust  oblivion.  bichat. 

Dec.  13,  at  the  Hospital,  amputation  of  a  thig-h  of  a 
woman  was  performed,  on  account  of  a  diseased  knee  j 
also  amputation  of  a  great  toe. 


string  or 


wire  on  this  spot,  and  carrying  the 
other  midway  between  the  trochanter  major 
and  spine  of  the  ilium.,  till  it  meets  the  spot.  To 
use  the  bath  whilst  wearing  a  truss,  it  may  be 
covered  with  oil-skin. 

I  have  known  a  hernia  cured  by  wearing  p 
truss  nine  months,  and  instances  are  not  uncom- 
mon, of  the  truss  being  left  off  at  the  end  of  a 
year  without  relapse.  I  advise  it  to  be  worn  at 
least  two  years  even  by  young  persons,  in  whom 
alone  hernia  is  curable  by  this  method.  If  the 
hernia  descends  a  single  time  during  the  wear- 
ing of  the  truss,  the  cure  must  be  considered  as 
recommencing  from  that  moment.  The  origi- 
nal sac  may  be  completely  shut  at  its  mouth  ; 
another  sac  may  be  formed  contiguous  to  it. 

A  boy,  aged  13,  had  irreducible  scrotal  hernia, 
from  wiiich  feculent  matter  was  constantly  dis- 
charging through  a  small  hole  in  the  scrotum. 
He  remembered  having  swallowed  a  pin,  and, 
five  weeks  after,  his  hernia  began  to  swell,  and 
to  be  painful.  A  poultice  was  applied:  an  ab- 
scess formed,  which  soon  after  burst;  from  the  or- 
ifice, a  pin  projected,  which  was  easily  extract- 
ed. A  fistulous  opening  of  the  intestine  remain- 
ed, for  which  he  was  admitted  info  St.  Thomas' 
Hospital.  Attempts  were  made  to  unite  it  by 
pariog  off  the  edges  of  the  wound  and  encour 
affinj  adhesion,  without  success- 


was  increased  till  the  head  nearly  reached  the 
acetabulum  ;  the  thigh  was  then  rotated  by  the 
bent  leg,  when  the  head  entered  the  socket  with 
its  accustomed  spring,  and  a  noise  heard  by  all 
present.  The  limb  was  secured  half-bent,  by  a 
splint,  €  ^tending  from  the  arm-pit  to  the  foot, 
lest  by  spasms,  the  iimb  resuming  its  original 
position  should  be  dislocated.  JSeat  day  lie  had 
considerable  pain  and  soreness  in  the  joint ;  be 
had  loospned  the  splint;  the  limb  was  drawn  to- 
wards the  body  ;  another  splint  was  applied;  the 
boweis  moved  and  then  made  quiet  by  lauda- 
num ;  saturine  lotion  was  applied  to  the  limb  ; 
next  da}'  it  was  less  painful,  and  in  good  position. 
From  this  time,  he  gradually  recovered  the  use 
of  his  limb,  with  little  pain  or  uneasiness,  and 
now  his  limb  is  in  its  place,  free  from  disease, 
and  he  has  had  no  symptoms  of  a  similar  attack. 
Coleraine,  Dec.  14, 1823.    george  winslow,  m.d. 


***  ***^  ffit  4Q^  fej|  wjtk  great  force  on  his 
head,  which  produced  insensibility  many  days. 
After  a  few  weeks,  when  he  had  recovered  from 
dangerous  symptoms,  he  became  insane,  and  was 
put  under  Dr.  Munro.  A  small  indentation  of  lh< 
head,  if  touched,  caused  excruciating  pain.  A 
portion  of  the  skull  was  removed  by  the  tre- 
phine; the  longitudinal  sinus  was  opened  in  the 
operation,  and  bled  considerably,  without  ill  con- 


Erratum.— Page  120,   c.  2,  1.  13  from  b.   for  Wtst, 

read  East. 
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Philadelphia,  IZth  month  6th,  1823. 

We  have  in  every  part  of  this,  and  in  several 
■eighbouring  States,  been  visited  by  epidemic, 
intermittent  and  remittent  fever,  it  appeared 
to'a  great  degree  in  the  summer  of  1822,  but 
hot  so  extensive  nor  so  fatal  as  last  summer  and 
autumn.  In  most  districts,  scarcely  one  person 
in  ten  escaped.  Of  27  at  my  father's  country- 
seat,  23  were  taken  sick.  The  disease  appear- 
ed in  the  most  subtle  form,  assumed  every  shape, 
often  terminated  in  a  low  state,  very  much  like 
•ur  old  fashioned  nervous  fever. 

The  fatality  has  not  been  great  in  proportion 
to  the  number  sick,  except  among  aged  or  de- 
bilitated persons.  In  fact,  no  situation,  however 
inland,  high,  or  formerly  healthy,  afforded  secu- 
rity to  its  occupants.  Some  low,  moist  places, 
noted  for  prevalence  of  miasmatic  and  autumnal 
diseases,  have  remained  almost  free  from  them 
during  this  their  general  invasion.  Salem,  in  N. 
Jerse}',  is  remarkable  for  this  fact.  Large  towns 
generally  escaped  the  ravages.  Our  city  pro- 
duced few  if  any  cases ;  its  suburbs  and  neigh- 
bouring country  were  severely  afflicted. 

The  disease,  in  mo:,t  instances,  yielded  to  the 
usual  remedies  employed  in  spasmodic  cases.  In 
the  cases  I  saw,  emetics  were  rarely  prescribed. 
Some  practitioners  bled,  others  did  noj';  as  far 
as  my  observation  went,  venesection  wa3  not  of- 
ten requisite  :  repeated  mercurial  purges,  diapho- 
retics, bark,  sulphate  of  quinine,  tonics,  consti- 
tuted the  general  practice.  In  a  number  of  cases, 
great  determination  to  the  head,  with  delirium, 
was  not  uncommon.  I  had  a  patient  with  delir- 
ium, from  the  commencement,  relieved  after  8 
oz.  of  blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm.  An  el- 
derly lady,  12  hours  after  the  attack,  was  sud- 
denly deprived  of  vision  for  an  hour. 

The  summers  of  1822  and  23,  were  one  hot 
and  exceedingly  dry,  the  other  pleasant  and  un- 
usually moist.  The  epidemic  appeared  a  month 
earlier  in  1823  than  1822. 


The  subject  which  now  more  immediately  in- 
terests the  medical  men  with  us,  is  appearance 
among  us  of  the  Variola,  and  Varioloid  disease. 
Some  of  our  most  respectable  physicians  assert 
that  it  is  ail  small  pox;  others,  as  respectable, 
declare  a  wide  and  specific  difference  exists  be- 
tween them.  1  think  there  is  little  doubt  of  the 
varioloid  disease  existing  here,  as  also  the  genu- 
ine small  pox,  both  produced  by  the  same  cause, 
under  different  circumstances; — thus  in  those 
people  who  have  not  had  small  or  kine-pox,  this 
disease  is  small-pox  ;  if  they  have  had  either, 
it  is  varioloid.  Vaccination  does  not  appear  pre- 
ventive of  this.  It  as  generally  mild;  I  have 
seen  one  case  where  tha  patient  was  not  confin- 
ed more  than  a  day,  mth  but  8  or  10  pustules: 
in  another,  they  were  as  numerous  gs  in  any 
case  of  small  pox,  though  not  so  large ;  they  not 
unfrequently  dry  without  maturation. — The 
varioloid  appeared  in. Baltimore  a  year  ago,  and 
I  understand  it  has  now  appeared  in  New-York. 

vw*. c.  WWAR,  M.D. 

(Omitted  frmapage  124,  li%f.  11.) 
Mr.  Gibbon,  the  historian,  had  been  30  years 
subject  to  scrotal  hernia  oathe  leftside,  of  which 


he  made  no  complaint,  to  which  he  applied  no 
remedy  to  prevent  increase.  In  the  summer  of 
1793,  it  grew  suddenly  uneasy  ;  it  then  reached 
to  his  knees,  wasyery  large  at  its  connexion 
with  the  abdomen.  Water  was  perceptible  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  tumour;  it  was  tapped  in 
Nov.;  a  large  quantity  of  water  was  drawn  off, 
In  a  fortnight  after,  it  was  again  tapped  ;  three 
quarts  of  water  were  evacuated  without  very 
sensible  diminution  of  the  swelling.  Afterwards, 
the  skin  over  the  tumour  having  inflamed,  tap- 
ping was  repeated,  Jan.  3  3,  1794,  when  8  quarts 
of  water  were  discharged.  Two  evenings  af- 
ter, he  complained  of  pain  in  his  stomach,  sore- 
ness in  the  abdomen  and  tumour  on  pressure. 
He  passed  the  night  restlessly ;  next  morning, 
when  he  rose,  he  seemed  in  better  health  and 
spirits  than  usual.  Soon  after,  he  became  in- 
sensible, and  expired  at  eleven  o'clock. 

We  found  the  pylorus  was  on   the    orifice    of 


and  all  the  intestines,  except  the  duodenum  and 
coecum,  all  uncommonly  fat,  and  slightly  inflam- 
ed. The  hernial  sac  extended  nearly  as  low- 
as  the  knee ;  its  orifice  was  so  large  as  to  admit 
my  hand.  Below,  was  the  vaginal  tunic,  large 
enough  to  hold  several  quarts  of  water,  and  con- 
taining the  testicle. 

STRANGULATED   HERNIA. 
(Continued  from  p.  124.) 

The  best  position  fin*  Taxis  is  by  laying  the 
patient  on  his  back,  putting  a  pillow  under  the 
pelvis,  another  under  the  shoulders,  the  thighs 
elevated  to  a  right  angle  with  the  body, .  the 
knees  so  close  together  as  only  to  admit  of  the 
surgeon's  arm  between  them :  this  relaxes  the 
aperture  through  which  the  hernia  first  quits 
the  abdomen.  The  patient  should  void  his 
urine.  The  surgeon,  at  the  patient's  right  side, 
embracing  the  tumour  with  his  right  hand,  press- 
es it  towards  the  abdominal  ring  to  keep  it  from 
receding  ;  then  applying  the  finger  and  thumb  of 
his  left  hand  upon  the  neck  of  the  tumour  at  the 
part  where  it  enters  the  abdomen,  he  gently 
presses  it  from  side  to  side,  endeavouring  to  get 
a  small  portion  of  it  within  the  abdomen.  If 
any  part  can  be  forced  up,  the  rest  generally 
follows.  The  pressure  should  be  maintained 
from  a  quarter  to  half  an' hour.  If,  from  want 
of  elasticity  in  the  hernia,  it  is  clear  it  is  merely 
omental,  the  force  for  reduction  may  be  much 
greater  than  for  the  intestinal  species. 

A  woman,  of  the  name  of  Chilton,  in  Guy's 
Hospital,  had  hernia  ;  to  reduce  it,  a  very  con- 
siderable force  was  used,  when  it  suddenly  gave 
way;  the  tumour  did  not  entirely  disappear.  A 
week  after,  the  part  became  very  red  and  pain- 
ful ;  a  poultice  was  applied  ;  when  it  broke,  the 
contents  of  the  small  intestines  were  discharged, 
several  days;  afterwards  the  discharge  gradual- 
ly diminished,  and  the  wound  healed.  Probably 
adhesion  had  taken  place  between  the  ruptured 
intestine  and  the  mouth  of  the  sac,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent effusion  from  the  bowel  into  the   abdomen. 

Recent  hernia  is  more  difficult  of  reduction 
than  one  long  accustomed  to  descend.  In  the 
tenderness  of  youth,,  and  relaxation  of  age,  re- 


duction by  taxis  is  almost  always  practicable  ;  it 
is  principally  in  old  persons  much  time  elapses 
before  strangulation  is  fatal. 

if  from  want  of  elasticity  in  the  hernia,  it  is  clear 
it  is  merely  omental,  the  force  for  reduction  may 
be  much  greater  than  for  the  intestinal   species. 

The  two  next  remedies,  on  which,  as  far  as 
my  observation  goes,  the  firmest  reliance  is  to 
be  placed,  are,  tobacco-clyster,  and  cold.  If 
these  fail,  I  should  be  little  inclined  to  await  tri- 
al of  any  other  remedy, 

The  tobacco-clyster  is  made  by  infusing  a 
dram  of  tobacco  in  12  ounces  of  boiling  water, 
ten  minutes.  Inject  half  the  quantity  at  first,  ' 
the  remainder  half  an  hour  afterwards,  if  the 
first  portion  has  not  proved  sufficient.  To  those 
who  have  heard  of  tv/o  drams  being  thrown  up 
at  a  time,  I  assert,  whoever  practises  this  often, 
will  meet  with  effects  which  will  lead  him  to  re- 
pent.  A  girl  under  slrangulated4hernia  was  sent  to 


the  hernial  sac,  in  which  was  all   the  omentum,  G;y,'g  Hospital  by  Mr.  TuTah^  sarge0D .    she 


had  a  dram  of  the  infusion  injected,  It  produc- 
ed most  violent  pain  of  the  abdomen,  with  vom- 
iting, in  which  was  thrown  up  a  matter,  which 
smelt  strongly  of  tobacco  ;  she  died  in  35  min- 
utes after  the  clyster  had  been  administered, 
most  evidently  from  its  effects. 

Tobacco  produces  extreme  languor,  weak, 
quick  pulse,  cold  sweat ;  the  patient  cannot  ex- 
ert any  of  the  voluntary  muscles.  In  this  state 
hernia  often  returns  with  slight  pressure,  though 
it  had  resisted  considerable  force.  I  have  felt  a 
hernia  previously  tense,  under  tobacco-clyster 
become  soft  and  relaxed,  not  by  partial  return s 
as  no  pressure  had  been  used 

ice  should  be  broke  in  small  pieces  and  put 
into  a  bladder,  about  half  filling  it,  which  be- 
ing tied  and  wiped  dry  is  laid  on  the  swollen 
parts,  It  almost  immediately  diminishes  pain, 
contracts  the  skin  over  the  tumour,  and  by  pres- 
sure thus  produced,  compels  the  return  of  the 
parts.  It  arrests  for  a  length  of  time  the  pro- 
gress of  the  symptoms.  If  after  four  hours  the 
symptoms  become  mitigated,  and  the  tumour  les- 
sens, this  remedy  may  be  persevered  in  some 
time  longer  ;  if  they  continue  unabated,  no  fur- 
ther trial  of  the  ice  should  be  made.  Cold  may 
be  increased  to  any  extent,  even  beyond  mix- 
ture of  salt  with  ice. 

Ice  wrapped  between  cloth,  keeps  the  bed 
wet  and  uncomfortable,  and,  if  long  continued, 
produces  frost.  Feb.  1780,  Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr. 
Cline  directed  ice  to  be  applied  to  a  strangulat- 
ed hernia,  which  being  continued  for  36  hours, 
occasioned  the  integuments  to  become  frozen 
about  four  inches  in  circumference.  The  part 
was  white  and  hard ;  when  the  ice  was  remov- 
ed, it  thawed,  becoming  again  red  and  warm  ; 
soon  after  the  hernia  was  reduced.  The  integ- 
uments which  had  been  frozen  continued  red 
and  inflamed  for  ten  days,  when  they  became 
livid,  and  sloughed  as  far  as  they  had  bren  fro- 
zen ;  the  ulcer  afterwards  healed  without  diffi- 
culty. 

I  (was  asked  by  a  physician  to  examine  aa 
omental  hernia  which   had  come   down   a   fort- 


S]  26 


BOSTON   MEDICAL   INTELLIGENCER. 


night  before,  and  had  ever  since  resisted  all  at- 
tempts at  reduction,  without  being  painful.  I 
ordered  ice  to  be  kept  on  the  tumour  a  consid- 
erable time.  In  24  hours  it  was  so  much  dimin- 
ished as  to  encourage  perseverance  in  the  plan; 
in  four  days  the  hernia  was  entirely  removed. 

Mr.  G.,  surgeon,  had  an  omental  hernia  on 
the  right  side,  which,  though  not  painful,  gave 
him  anxiety,  as  it  could  not  be  returned,  i  or- 
dered him  to  bed,  and  put  him  on  the  same 
plan  as  in  the  former  case,  which  produced  very 
gradual  diminution  of  the  tumour,  and  in  5  days 
its  removal- 

At  Guy's  Hospital,  a  woman  was  admitted 
with  three  hernias,  two  in  the  groin,  and  one  at 
the  nave!.  The  umbilical  hernia,  and  that  of 
the  left  groin,  were  irreducible  ;  that  of  the  right 
groin  felt  extremely  sore  upon  pressure.  A 
doubt  arose  which  was  the  hernia  that  required 
operation  ;  as  symptoms  of  strangulation  were 
not  extremely  urgent,  though  the  woman  was 
very  low,  it  was  agreed  to  wait  till  the  next  day 
for  consultation.  During  the  night  she  died. 
The  tumour  in  the  right  groin  wa9  an  enlarged, 
inflamed,  absorbent  gland,  over  an  empty  herni- 
al sac.  In  the  left  groin  was  a  portion  of  inflam- 
ed intestine ;  at  the  navel  was  an  irreducible 
omental  hernia,  containing  a  table-spoonful  of 
matter.  This  woman  complained  chiefly  of 
pain  in  the  right  groin,  and  if  the  operation  had 
been  performed,  this  would  have  been  the  tu- 
mour laid  open.  She  died,  not  of  strangulated 
hernia,  but  of  peritoneal  and  omental  inflamma- 
tion. The  intestines  adhered  to  each  other, 
with  matter  interposed  in  some  places;  consid- 
erable pus  had  been  effused  into  that  part  of  the 
omentum  contained  in  the  abdomen.  The  abdo- 
men was  first  affected ;  the  inflammation  was 
continued  to  the  protruded  parts.  Soreness  of 
the  abdomen,  a  late  symptom  in  strangulated 
hernia,  must  here  have  been  one  of  the  ear- 
Lest  symptoms. 

Inguinal  hernia  is  much  more  frequent  in  men 
than  in  women. 

The  operation  should  be  performed  before 
cscurrence  of  soreness  of  the  belly  under  pres- 
sure, 

Operation  for  Inguinal  Hernia. 

The  patient  is  to  be  placed  on  a  table,  about 
three  and  a  half  feet  high,  his  body  horizontal, 
except  the  shoulders  a  little  raised,  his  legs,  as 
high  as  the  knees,  hanging  down  over  the  edge 
of  the  table,  and  the  thighs  a  little  bent,  to  re- 
lax the  abdominal  muscles.  The  bladder  should 
he  emptied,  the  diseased  side  shaved.  The  sur- 
geon, between  the  patient's  thighs,  grasps  the 
tumour  with  his  left  hand,  and  with  a  scalpel  in 
the  other,  makes  an  incision  the  whole  length 
of  the  tumour,  unless  it  is  very  large,  beginning 
opposite  to  the  upper  part  of  the  abdominal  ring, 
at  the  middle  of  the  sac,  extending  it  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  tumour  in  the  same  direction. 

This  incision,  through  the  skin  and  cellular 
membrane,  divides  the  external  pudendal  artery, 
which  always  crosses  the  sac  and  spermatic  cord 
near  the  ring.  The  bleeding  may  be  stopped  by 
an  assistant's  finger,  or  by  ligature.  This  inci- 
sion exposes  the  fascia  from  the  external  oblique 
mu-'cle,  which  forms  the  first  and  thickest  cov- 
ering of  the  sac.  The  middle  of  this  fascia  is 
oext  cut  through,  and  a  director,  introduced  be- 
neath it,  is  carried  upward  to  within  an  inch  of 
the  ring,  and  the  fascia  divided  upon  it ;  turning 


to  the  stricture ;  the  edge  being  turned  towards 
the  stricture,  it  is  divided  by  a  gentle  motion  of 
the  knife's  handle  forwards  and  upwards,  oppo- 
site to  the  middle  of  the  front  of  the  sac.  Avoid 
injuring  the  intestine,  which  is  liable  to  be  cut. 
It  is  said  omentum  sometimes  causes  stricture, 
enveloping  the  intestine,  and  becoming  thick 
round  it. 

When  the  stricture  has  been  removed,  the  in- 
testine is  to  be  examined,  to  observe  whether 
the  brown  colour  lessens.  The  veins  on  its  sur- 
face may  be  emptied  by  pressure,  and  their  sud- 
den filling  noted  ;  the  intestine  should  be  pulled 
down  a  little  to  see  the  part  which  has  been 
compressed  by  stricture.  If  the  intestine  ap- 
pears to  have  free  circulation,  the  surgeon 
should  gradually  return  it,  thrusting  up  an  inch 
at  a  time,  securing  each  part  with  his  fingers, 
until  the  whole  is  returned.  In  a  woman,  but 
slight  pressure  had  been  used  to  return  the  in- 
testine ;  it  had  been  strangulated  44  hours;  it 
gave  way,  and  the  contents  were  extravasated 
into  the  abdomen. 

In  returning  the  intestine,  put  the  patient  in 
the  same  position  as  when  the  attempt  at  reduc- 
tion is  made  without  the  knife.  If  the  intestine 
adheres  to  the  sac  by  adhesion,  extraordinary 
caution  is  required  on  opening  the  sac,  as  it  con- 
tains little  or  no  interposed  fluid.  If  the  bands 
of  adhesion  are  long  enough  to  allow  of  the  in- 
testine being  drawn  a  little  from  the  sac,  they 
may  be  separated  by  dissection  ;  else,  cut  off  por- 
tions of  the  sac,  and  return  them,  adhering  to 
the  bowel,  into  the  abdomen. 

Feb.  26,  1799,  a  person  was  taken  into  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital,  for  strangulated  inguinal  her- 
nia. Attempts  to  reduce  it  were  unsuccessful; 
the  operation  was  performed  the  same  day. — 
The  omentum  wns  rsuch  thickened;  a  large  por- 
tion of  it  was  removed.  The  intestine  was  very 
difficult  to  reduce,  from  adhesion  between  it  and 
the  mouth  of  the  sac  ;  it  was  at  length  apparent- 
ly reduced.  Two  stools  were  procured  by  clys- 
ters on  the  27th ;  from  that  time  till  March  9tb, 
when  he  died,  he  had  no  stool.  The  ileum,  that 
had  been  strangulated,  was  in  the  mouth  of  the 
sac,  doubled  back. 

To  divide  these  adhesions,  the  sac  should  b© 
dilated  to  its'  mouth,  the  tendon  of  the  external 
oblique  muscle  slit  up  to  the  part  at  which  the 
hernia  descends.  There  is  great  danger  of 
wounding  the  intestine.  When  the  convolution 
of  intestine  has  its  sides  glued  together,  separate 
them  before  the  intestine  is  returned.  A  man 
in  Guy's  Hospital,  who  had  the  intestine  return- 
ed adherent,  had  no  stool  after.  No  other  cause 
for  his  death  was  found,  than  that  the  intestine 
had  not  entirely  recovered  its  natural  colour, 
and  one  portion  was  parallel  to  the  other,  by 
adhesion.  Feces  had  accumulated  above  this 
part,  having  found  no  passage  through  it. 

A  patient  of  Mr.  Pidcock,  of  Watford,  had  a 
large  hernia,  strangulated  colon,  much  discol- 
oured, its  fatty  appendages  still  more  so;  they 
didnot  recover  their  hue  when  the  stricture  was 
removed;  I  therefore  cut  off  all  these,  and  re- 
turned the  bowel.  No  hemorrhage  ensued,  and 
she  recovered;  besides  extraordinary  obesity, 
she  had  ascites;  a  large  quantity  of  water  was 
discharged  during  the  operation. 

When  the    intestine    has    been    returned,  the 

omentum,  if  healthy,  and  not  of  very  considera- 

handle,  with  its  side  upon  the  sac,  is  carried  in-jble  bulk,  should  be  returned  into   the   abdomem 


the  director  downwards,  a  similar  division  of  the 
fascia  is  made  to  the  bottom  of  the  tumour.  This 
opening  exposes  the  second  covering  of  the  her- 
nial sac,  viz.  the  cremastcr  muscle,  which  must 
be  also  divided  both  upwards  and  downwards,  as 
the  fascia 

1  o  surgeons  not  accurately  acquainted  with 
the  anatomy  of  the  part,  these  layers  cause  great 
embarrassment  and  delay ;  the  operator,  expect- 
ing to  see  the  sac  as  soon  as  he  has  divided  the 
integuments,  cuts  the  fascia  with  extreme  cau- 
tion, fibre  after  fibre,  from  fear  of  injuring  the 
intestine,  mistaking  this  thickened  covering  and 
the  cremaster  for  the  sac.  When  the  sac  is  ex- 
posed, if  the  hernia  is  intestinal,  and  the  intes- 
tine does  not  adhere  to  the  sac,  fluctuation  may 
be  generally  perceived  at  its  anterior,  inferior 
part,  when  the  tumour  is  grasped,  and  the  fluid 
it  contains  pressed  forward. 

The  surgeon  pinches  up  some  of  the  cellular 
membrane  which  closely  adheres  to  the  anteri- 
or, inferior  part  of  the  sac,  by  dissecting  forceps, 
places  the  edge  of  the  knife  horizontally,  cuts  a 
hole  to  admit  the  blunt  end  of  a  director,  on 
vrhich  the  sac  is  to  be  further  divided,  to  within 
an  inch  of  the  abdominal  ring,  and  to  the  bottom 
of  the  sac.  The  reason  that  the  anterior,  infe- 
rior part  of  the  sac  is  selected  for  the  puncture 
is,  the  intestine  seldom  descends  so  low  ;  if  it 
does,  a  fluid  is  generally  between  it  and  that 
part  of  the  sac,  unless  the  intestine  adheres  to 
the  sac,  or  the  hernia  is  omental.  If  the  intes- 
tine and  omentum  have  descended,  the  latter 
generally  covers,  sometimes  envelopes  the  in- 
testine. The  omentum  is  only  a  shade  darker 
than  natural ;  the  intestine  is  covered  with  coag- 
ulable  lymph, 

The  surgeon  carries  his  finger  into  the  sac  to 
examine  the  situation  of  the  stricture  ;  he  will 
find  it  at  the  abdominal  ring ;  2ndiy,  where  the 
sac  opens  into  the  abdomen,  i.  e.  from  1£  inch 
to  2  inches  above  it,  outwards  towards  the  spi- 
nous process  of  the  ilium,  occasioned  by  the  low- 
er edge  of  the  transverse  and  oblique  muscles, 
or  at  both  places :  3dly,  in  the  mouth  of  the  her- 
nial sac ;  pressure  of  parts  above  the  ring  has 
been  often  mistaken  for  this  sort  of  stricture. 

If  at  the  abdominal  ring,  the  surgeon  passes 
his  finger  as  director  into  the  sac  to  the  stric- 
ture, then  a  probe-pointed  bistoury  between  the 
ring  and  the  sac,  and  insinuating*  it  within  the 
ring,  cuts  through  it  directly  upward,  opposite 
to  the  middle  of  the  sac,  sufficiently  to  return 
the  parts  without  violence.  In  genera!,  if  the 
finger  can  be  readily  admitted  into  the  abdomen, 
the  dilatation  is  sufficient. 

If  the  stricture  is  of  the  2nd  sort,  the  surgeon 
introduces  the  fiat  side  of  the  bistoury" towards 
the  finger,  till  he  insinuates  it  under  the  stric- 
ture ;  then  turning  the  edge  of  the  knife  for- 
ward, by  a  g*entle  motion  of  its  handle  he  di- 
vides the  stricture  sufficiently  to  allow  the  fin- 
ger to  slip  into  the  abdomen ;  the  knife  is  then 
withdrawn  with  its  flat  side  towards  the  finger. 
This  orifice  is  divided  straightly  upward  oppo- 
site the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  sac. 

If  the  stricture  is  within  the  sac,  dilatation  of 
the  transversalis  is  insufficient  to  liberate  the  in- 
testine. Then  the  finger  being  carried  within 
the  sac  to  the  stricture,,  a  curve  probe-pointed 
bistory,  whose  cutting  edge  begins  |  of  an  inch 
from  the  point,  and  extends  1  inch   towards    the 
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by  as  slight  pressure  as  possible.  If  very  bulky, 
the  surgeon,  raising  it,  whilst  an  assistant  grasps 
it  higher  up  to  prevent  its  return  into  the  abdo- 
men, cuts  it  off  near  the  mouth  of  the  sac.  Some 
small  arteries  bleed,  which  are  to  be  secured  by 
fine  ligature  ;  when  the  hemorrhage  is  stopped, 
the  omentum  is  to  be  returned,  with  its  divided 
surface  applied  to  the  mouth  of  the  sac,  from 
which  the  ligatures  are  suspended;  it  thus  forms 
a  plug  to  its  cavity. 

If  there  is  suspicion  of  the  omentum  being 
mortified  or  scirrhous,  it  should  be  cut  away. — 
If  omentum  adheres  to  the  sac,  the  adhesions 
may  be  cut  through  with  considerable  freedom; 
the  bleeding  vessels  being  secured,  the  omen- 
tum should  be  returned. 

Mortification. 
The  tumour  which  was  tense,  elastic,  red,  be- 
comes soft,  doughy,  purple  ;  air  can  be  felt  crack- 
ling in  the  cellular  membrane.  Hiccough  and 
tension  of  the  abdomen  continue  :  vomiting  is 
less  frequent.  The  pulse  is  intermittent,  fuller, 
softer ;.  eyes  glassy.  The  hernia  sometimes  re- 
turns without  assistance,  and  the  patient  survives 
but  a  few  hours. 

The  intestine  is  of  dark  purple,  or  lead  colour- 
ed spot  or  spots,  which  readily  break  down  under 
the  finger.  The  other  part  of  the  intestine  is  of  a 
chocolate-brown,  often  mistaken  for  mortifica- 
tion. Every  part  of  the  intestine  is  covered  by 
brown  coagulable  lymph.    • 

'  Mary  Perkins,  aet.  60,  a  poor  woman,  at  Kings- 
wood,  appeared  sinking  fast,  under  crural    her- 
nia.    She  fell  down  stairs  a  fortnight  before,  and 
soon  after  discovered    a   tumour   in    her  groin, 
which  gave  excruciating  pain,  produced  vomit- 
ing and  constipation,  which  had  continued   from 
that  period  to  the  time  I  saw  her.     Mortification 
had  begun;    no    other   direction  was   given  but 
that  her   strength    should    be    supported.     In  a 
few  days  the  mortified   parts    began  to    slough; 
the  whole  of  the  feces  passed  through  the   arti- 
ficial anus,  3  months,  during  which  time  several 
inches  of  one  of  the    small    intestines  were  dis- 
charged at  the  wound.     At  the   expiration  of  3 
months,  a   small   portion  of  the  feces   began  to 
take  the    natural  course ;   the  quantity  gradual- 
ly lessened  till,  6    months  from    commencement 
of  the  symptoms,  the  feces    passed    entirely    by 
the  rectum,  and  the  wound  healed.     A  few  days 
after  mortification  had  began  in  the  groin,  a    tu- 
mour formed  near  the  ilium,  on  the    same    side, 
which  mortified  ;    an    inch  of  intestine  was  dis- 
charged ;  the  wound  continued    open    a    month. 
She  took  large  quantities   of  bark  and    cordials 
during  confinement,  and  is  now  as    well   ?&   she 
has  been  for  many  years.'         j.  coopj-s,  Surg. 
Wottan  Under  Edge,  Gloucester. 
If  an  artificial  agus  is  near  the  stomach,  so  lit- 
tle space  is  left  for  absorption  of  chyle,  the  pa- 
tient dies  from  inanition. 

A  man,  aged  50,  was  admitted  into  Guy's  Hos- 
pital for  umbilical  hernia;  the  surface  was  red 
and  very  painful.  He  did  Lot  vomit ;  no  stools 
could  be  procured.  The  tumour  was  fomented 
and  poulticed.  It  became  black  ;  the  skin  hav- 
ing sloughed,  exposed  a  portion  of  gangrenous 
intestine,  which  separated.  During  sphacela- 
tion the  raan  was  feeble,  countenance  flushed  ; 
he  seemed  sinking  under  the  disease.  When 
the  intestine  had  sloughed,  his  strength  seemed 
to  recover.  When  he  began  to  take  food  in 
tny  considerable  quantity,  a  part  of  what  he  ate 


was  in  half  an  hour  discharged  at  the  artificial 
anus.  What  he  drank  came  away  in  less  than 
ten  minutes;  though  he  ate  and  drank  sufficient 
to  support  a  healthy  person,  he  wasted  rapidly, 
and  died  3  weeks  after  the  tumour  began  to 
slough. — There  was  no  effusion  into  the  abdo- 
men, nor  did  the  intestines  appear  inflamed. 
The  jejunum  proceeded  through  the  navel, 
and  there  opened,  into  the  sac,  the  aperture  be- 
ing in  the  lower  part  of  this  intestine. 

A  patient  of  Mr.  Cowell,  in  St.  Thomas'  Hos- 
pital, long  had  irreducible  omental  hernia  on 
the  right  side  ;  a  second  protrusion  formed  a  tu- 
mour on  the  outer  side  of  the  old  hernia.  This 
last  became  strangulated  ;  the  operation  was  per- 
formed ;  the  protruded  intestine  was  found  mor- 
tified, and  was  therefore  left  in  the  sac  For  3 
weeks  after,  feces  were  discharged  in  part  from 
the  groin,  most  by  the  anus.  A  month  after  the 
operation,  the  intestine  began  to  protrude  at  the 
wound,  became  inverted,  and  from  that  time  the 
feces  ceased  to  pass  by  the  rectum.  He  lived 
11  years  more;  he  died  1778.  Part  of  the  co- 
lon, opposite  the  entrance  of  the  ileum,  and  the 
ileum  itself  had  sloughed  away;  adhesions  of  the 
intestines  to  the  orifice  of  the  wound,  and  to 
each  other,  had  prevented  feces  escaping  into 
the  abdomen  ;  whilst  the  ileum  was  preserved 
from  protrusion,  feces  escaped  in  part  into  the 
colon  ;  when  a  protrusion  happened,  communi- 
cation with  the  colon  was  stopped. — During  the 
healing  of  the  wound,  support  the  intestine  and 
prevent  its  inversion.  i 

If  a  small  hole  only  has  been  produced,  the 
intestine  should  be  returned  into  the  abdomea, 
except  that  portion  in  which  the  hole  is.  A  nee- 
dle and  ligature  should  be  passed  through  the 
mesentery  at  right  angles  with  the  intestine,  to 
prevent  its  including  the  branches  of  the  mesen- 
teric artery  which  supply  that  part  of  the  intes- 
tine, then  through  the  mouth  of  the  sac ;  tying 
the  thread,  the  intestine  becomes  confined  to  the 
mouth,  and  the  feces  pass  from  the  opening,  but 
in  part  by  the  rectum.  The  intestine  is  grad- 
ually shut,  and  an  artificial  anr^  is  effectually 
prevented.  j 

'A  man-near  Lowestoff  long  had  inguinal  her- 
nia, which  became  strangulated.  A  large  part 
of  the  omentum,  and  a  small  portion  of  intestine 
were  in  the  sac.     Part  of  the  omentum  was  re- 


moved, and  a  ligature    passed   through   the    re- 
mainder, and  loosely  tied  ;  the  intestine  and  omen- 
tum were  placed  at  the    mouth    of  the    hernial 
sac,  from  suspicion  of  what  afterwards  happen- 
ed being  likely  to   occur.     The    edges   of  the 
wound   being   brought   together,   symptom^   of 
strangulation  soon  ceased  ;  he  had  regular  stools 
9  days  ;  from  the  tenth  day,  for  eleven  sveeks,  fe- 
ceo  were  discharged  at  the  wound  ;  a  part  passed 
by  the  rectum  ;  then  the  wound  healed,  and  the 
natural  course  of  the  feces  was  restored.     The 
portion  of  the  intestine    which    had   been    lost, 
was  probably  reproduced  by  adhesion  of  the  in- 
ner side  of  the  sac  or  the  intestine.'     u.  turner, 
Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk.  [Surg. 

'July,  1794,  a  man,  aeL  22,  had,  for  sis  days, 
strangulated  hernia  of  the  right  groin  ;  the  symp- 
toms had  been,  five  days,  so  mild,  they  had  not 
excited  sufficient  alarm.  He  had  constant  sick- 
ness, tight  belly,  extreme  soreness  of  the  tu- 
mour, without  any  stool  for  the  above  mention- 
ed period.     The  sac  was  without   fluid,  closely 


embracing  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ileum, 
which,  with  the  sac,  was  gangrenous.  On  en- 
deavouring to  separate,  in  the  most  tender  man- 
ner, the  gut  from  its  adhesions,  it  burst,  and  its 
contents  immediately  escaped.  Effecting  the 
separation,  so  as  to  draw  out  the  whole  of  the 
diseased  part,  with  a  sufficient  portion  of  mesen- 
tery, 4  inches  of  intestine  were  found  destroyed, 
which,  and  the  gangrenous  portion  of  the  sac, 
were  removed. 

Gastroraphy  being  effected,  two  stitches  were 
passed  through  the  mesentery  on  each  side  of 
the  divided  intestine,  and  secured  to  the  pa- 
rietes  of  the  wound.  An  emollient  clyster  was 
thrown  up,  and  cloths  moistened  with  spirits  ap- 
plied over  the  abdomen.  He  was  ordered  aa 
opiate,  and  lightest  food  sparingly. 

On  the  morrow  evening  no  evacuation  had 
passed  by  stool,  his  belly  was  more  distended, 
he  was  equally  sick  as  before,  now  and  then 
teased  with  hiccough.  The  wound  seemed  very 
unhealthy;  I  removed  the  stitches  on  the  intes- 
tine, bringing  its  open  extremities  just  without 
the  wound,  to  allow  discharge  of  air  or  feces 
from  the  superior  part  of  the  canal.*  In  the 
night,  when  he  appeared  almost  expiring,  a  sud- 
den, violent  discharge  of  air  and  feces  burst 
from  the  wound  in  immense  quantity.  Immedi- 
ately his  pulse  rose,  comfortable  warmth  suc- 
ceeded, his  stomach  became  settled,  hiccough 
left  him,  and  from  that  day  each  symptom  became 
more  promising. 

I  10th  day,  the  parts  looked  so  well  and  healthy, 
1  again  brought  the  extremities  together  by  su- 
ture. Most  of  the  stitches  gave  way  to  the  con- 
tinual pressure  to  which  they  were  exposed. — 
Union  was  effected  at  the  sides  of  the  intestine ; 
the  sections  there  consolidated  resembled  a  dou- 
ble-barrelled gun.  Feces  continued  to  pass 
wholly  through  the  wound,  till  the  patient,  acci- 
dentally having  made  slight  pressure  on  the 
part,  soon  after  felt  inclination  for  stool,  which, 
by  the  usual  efforts,  he  passed  to  his  great  joy. 

It  occurred  to  him,  compress  and  bandage 
might  assist  him  to  gain  power  of  natural  dis- 
charge. He  had  daily  discharge  of  feces  and 
wind  per  anum,  could   prevent   escape   by   the 


Wound,  of  feces  however  liquid.  He  was  sup- 
plied with  a  truss,  which  completely  answered 
the  purpose. 

From  the  time  of  the  operation,  the  wound 
underwent  very  considerable  changes.  At  first, 
the  patient  being  quiet  in  bed,  making  little  or 
no  exertion  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  the  wound 
remained  on  a  level  with  the  surface  of  the  in- 
teguments; when  he  began  to  give  his  body 
more  motion,  the  wound  sunk  inward,  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  intestine  appeared  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  sulcus,  forming  near  half  a  cylinder,  an 
inch  in  diameter.  He  could  walk  about  his 
grounds,  get  on  his  horse,  without  restraint." — mr. 
nayler^  Surgeon  of  Gloucester- Hospital. 

He  came  to  London  ;  the  upper  portion  of  the 
intestine  in  protrusion  of  its  contents,  showed 
that  approximation  of  its  internal  surface  which 
is  observed  in  expulsion,  from  a  horse  of  the  last 
remaining  feces  ;  but  which  was,  in  this  instance, 
thrown  forward  with  such  projectile  force,  as  to 
clear  the  edge  of  the  upper  portion  of  intestine, 


*  Qu .  Might  it  not  be  proper,  on  any  such  occasion, 
to  allow  time  for  escape  of  accumulation  above  the  di- 
vided part  ? 


IS? 
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whilst  the  inferior  mouth  formed  a  temporary 
cavity  for  its  reception  ;  when  immediately  clos- 
ing, nothing  was  seen  of  what  it  had  received  ; 
regularly  and  promptly  did  these  parts  continue 
to  act,  probably  according  to  their  original  por- 
istalic  motion.  When  increased  feces  were 
brought  forward,  which  the  inferior  portion 
could  not  receive,  some  overflowed  ;  the  manner 
in  which  it  went  on  under  cover,  proved  the  as 
sistance  it  received  either  from  pressure,  or  for- 
mation of  an  artificial  canal. 

I  attended  a  lady  who  had  umbilical  hernia, 
which  had  sloughed  and  left  a  small  fistulous  or- 
ifice, which  Mr.  Cruikshank  endeavoured  to 
unite,  by  passing  stitches  through  the  wound  af- 
ter paring  its  edges  ;  this  attempt  brought  on,  in 
four  days,  such  pain  and  tension  of  the  abdomen, 
with  constipation  of  the  bowels,  he  withdrew 
the  threads;  a  large  quantity  of  feculent  matter 
issued  ;  by  the  discharge  she  became  immediate- 
ly relieved.- — Transverse  intestinal  wounds  heal 
readily  ;  longitudinal  have  a  contrary  tendency 


The  sac  was  large,  and  had  been  considerably 
detached  from  the  surrounding  parts.  I  easi- 
ly dissected  away  ike  whole  sac ;  then  passed 
stitches  through  its  mouth  so  as  to  bring  the 
edges  into  perfect  contact.  The  ligatures  were 
drawn  out  of  the  external  wound.  8th  day  the 
ligatures  came  away  ;  the  wound  was  healed  the 
10th.  A  month  after,  I  saw  the  woman  ;  hernia  | 
as  large  as  the  first,  had  formed  on  the  same 
spot.  She  came  for  a  truss,  finding  on  every  at- 
tempt at  exertion  she  felt  a  powerful  forcing- 
doivn  in  the  tumour,  which  was  rapidly  increas 


inflammation  took  place  in  the  integuments  and 
sac,  the  abdomen  became  very  tender,  and  37 
hours  after  the  operation  she  died. 

The  operation  in  which  the  sac  is  not  open- 
ed may  be  employed  when  the  surgeon  is  con- 
vinced, from  his  general  experience,  that  the 
parts  if  reduced,  will  resume  their  functions. 

A  surgeon  thought  he  could  castrate  a  horse 
better  than  a  farrier,  who  employs  red-hot  irons 
to  burn  off  the  spermatic  cord  and  seer  the  ves- 
sels, and  persuaded  a  friend  to  allow  him  to  cas- 
trate a  fine  young  horse.     He  cut   down  upon 


ing.     1  saw  her  two  years  after;    immediately,  the  cord   m^e  a   •■     iure  around  u  whjch    * 


on  removing  the  truss,  which  had  been  worn 
ever  since  the  operation,  the  hernia  freely  de- 
scended. 

C.  Beegey,  set.  54,  admitted  into  St.  Thomas' 
Hospital,  Friday,  Feb.  4,  1803,  had  been  subject 
to  hernia  from  his  earliest  years;  it  was  produc- 
ed by  a  bruise  on  the  pummel  of  a  saddle.  It 
had  always  been  in  a  great  degree  reducible  ; 
whenever  he  emptied  the  sac   as   much   as   he 


After  hernia  is  returned,  2  ligatures  should  be)  could,  something  remained  in  it.  Monday,  Jan 
passed,  through  the  integuments  only.  When  a  31,  it  became  painful  whilst  he  was  at  work, 
person  has  been  for  many  hours  in  violent  pain,  and  could  not  be  in  any  degree  reduced;  almost 
with  constant  vomiting  and  watchfulness,  sudden  at  the  same  moment  he  was  seized  with  colic 
removal  of  sufferings  will  generally  be  followed  and  vomitin 


ped  the  bleeding,  and  proceeded  to  remove  the 
testicle  as  is  done  in  the  human  subject.  In 
four  days  the  animal  died  ;  inflammation  from 
the  ligature  had  extended  along  the  vaginal  tu- 
nic, (which  in  the  horse  is  open  to  the  abdomen) 
into  the  belly  ;  the  animal  died  of  peritoneal  in- 
flammation. 


in  a  few  minutes  by  profound  sleep  ;  opium  then 
occasions  torpor  of  the  bowels.  The  patient,  if 
left  to  himself,  will  have  natural  stools  in  two  or 
three  hours  after  beiog,put  to  bed,  unless  the 
parts  have  suffered  very  high  inflammation.  If 
several  hours  elapse  without  evacuation,  a  clys- 
ter should  be  given.  No  purgatives  should  be 
swallowed  till  it  appears  probable  stools  cannot 
be  procured  without  them.  Spirituous  fomenta- 
tions to  the  abdomen  will  assist  action  of  the 
bowels.  The  patient  must  not  quit  horizontal 
posture  during  cure. 

'  Ashby,  aet.  50  , had  hernia, strangulated,  Dec. 
23,  1803,  and  which  resisted  every  attempt  to 
reduce  it,  made  by  me  and  Dr.  Yeiioly.  Dec. 
25.;  the  operation  was  performed  most  satisfac- 
torily. Jan.  2,  the  wound  was  healed  except  at 
a  small  spot.  He  had  stiffness  and  soreness  about 
the  neck,  with  difficulty  m  swallowing;  the  jaw 
became  soon  completely  locked.  Opium  and 
cold  bath  were  tried  with  slight  temporary 
abatement  of  symptoms,  but  without  any  perma- 
nent advantage  ;  he  soon  fell  a  victim  to  the  dis- 
ease.5 MR.  spry,  Surg. 
Aldersgate  St. 

After  recovery  from  the  operation,  the  sur- 
geon should  see  his  patient  fitted  with  a  proper 
truss,  with  linen  compress  under  it,  to  prevent 
its  injuring  the  recently  healed  wound. 

Bispham,  a  woman  of  Tottenham,  had  for  ma- 
ny years  femoral  hernia,  which,  in    the  summer 
of  1801,  became  very  painful,  without  interrupt- 
ing the  regular  course  of  her  bowels,  and    con- 
fined her  to  her  bed  on  account  of  the  extreme 
pain  she  felt  on  attempting  to  put  her  leg  to  the 
ground.       She    remained    several    days    in    this 
state.     I  made  several  fruitless  attempts  to  re- 
duce the  hernia,  and  a  week  afterwards,  as  pain 
and  inability  to  move  continued,   the    operation 
was  performed.     A   minute    portion    of  inflam- 
ed   intestine   firmly   adhered    to.  the  mouth   of 
the  sac.     Feces  were   able    to  pass  it :    it   be- 
came painfully  compressed  at  every  atffimpt  to 
extend    the   thigh,    which    was  the  cause  of  the 
inability  to  move.     With  great  care   the    aribe- 
•io&s  were  separated,  and  the  iutestine  returned. 


Tuesday,  Feb.  !,  ail  the  symptoms  were  in- 
creased ;  he  had  had  a  small  stool ;  it  afforded 
him  no  relief.  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day, the  symptoms  continued  to  increase ;  he 
was  then  admitted  into  the  Hospital.  The  tu- 
mour was  enormous,  reaching  half  way  to  the 
knees,  hard,  painful  'on  pressure.  The  abdo- 
men was  hard  and  tense,  but  little  painful.  He 
was  sick,  occasionally  vomited,  had  had  no  stool 
since  Tuesday.  Many  attempts  were  made  to 
reduce  the  hernia. 


I  made  an  incision,  3  inche 


a      1 


iong, 


immediate- 


ly over  the  abdominal  ring,  exposing  it  with  the 
knife,  as  well  as  the  fascia  it  sends  off.  I  made 
a  hole  in  the  fascia  to  introduce  a  director,  which 
I  thrust  up  between  the  ring  and  sac,  snthout 
dividing  the  sac  ;-  passing  a  curve  probe-point- 
ed bistoury  on  it,  1  divided  the  ring,  introduc- 
ed my  finger,  and  feeling  some  resistance 
from  the  transversahs,  I  carried  the  bistoury 
on  the  director  to  it,  and  divided  it.  Slight 
pressure  was  sufficient  to  return  the  part,  which 
did  not  adhere.  The  man  was  soon  relieved  of 
pain.  16  hours  after,  I  found  him  free  from  everj' 
symptom  of  strangulation,  scarcely  suffering 
from  the  wound.  Whenever  he  coughed,  the 
tumour  increased  largely  in  size,  though  easily 
reducible,  nor  could  any  endurable  pressure 
keep  it  supported  in  coughing.  Had  the  sac 
been  opened,  the  continual  irritation  upon  its 
contents,  must  probably  have  been  fatal.  He 
had  no  bad  symptom  ;  in  a  weefe  he  could  bear 
a  laced  truss.  In  3  weeks,  the  wound  was 
healed. 

A  lady,  ast.  68,  had  long  suffered  tinder  enor- 
mous irreducible  ventral  hernia,  now  strangu- 
lated. Various  attempts  had  been  made  to  re- 
turn the  part  The  omentum  and  intestine  ad- 
hered to  the  sac  and  each  other;  return  of  the 
parts  was  impracticable  ;  the  sac  was  too  large 
to  be  separated  from  the  integuments  and  re- 
turned- I  regretted  I  had  opened  it.  AS!  that 
could  be  done  was  to  dilate  the  stricture,  and 
sew  the  integuments  closely  together.  Vomit- 
ing and  pain  in  the  abdomen  immediately  ceased: 
she  had  a  passage  through  the  bowels.  Next  day, 


We  are  enjoined  by  some  of  our  highest  and 
most  respectable  medical  authorities,  never  to 
omit  scrupulous  review  of  every  ambiguous 
cr.se  brought  to  a  mortal  close,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover if  we  have  been  misled  by  appearances ; 
if  omission  of  duty,  or  commission  of  error,  can 
attach  themselves.  It  is  an  evidence  of  wisdom 
to  retrace  our  steps  on  every  momentous  occa- 
sion, that  we  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  gov- 
ern our  future  conduct.  / 

In  examinations  after  death,  we  are  too  prone 
to  carry  the  knife  hastily  to  the  spot  where  the 
cause  of  evil  seemed  to  exist,  and  to  that  exclu- 
sively, frequently  overlooking  those  situation* 
where  the  cause  of  death  might  have  been  found. 
The  immediate  cause  of  obstruction  is  not  al- 
ways to  be  found  where  distressful  symptom* 
during  life  appeared  most  urgent,     g.  n.  hill. 

Chester,  Eng.  Nov.  30,  1808. 


Dec.  20,  amputation  was  performed,  at  the  hospital, 
below  the  knees  of  a  negro,  whose  feet  had  been  fro- 
zen.    One  amputation  was  by  the  flap. 
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HEMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  LUNGS. 

Mr.  D.  M.  aged  25  years,  of  sanguine  temper- 
ment,  being  convalescent  from  slight  pneumo- 
nia, but  having  considerable  cough,  had,  June 
19th,  evening,  profuse  hemorrhage  from  the 
lungs.  He  hr-J  rode  6  or  7  miles  the  day  pre- 
vious, which  was  excessively  warm.  I  saw  him 
soon,  bled  him,  gave  a  cathartic,  an  epispastic 
&c.  Hemorrhage  ceased  till  June  21,  when,  in 
a  few  minutes,  he  spat  5  or  6  oz.  of  florid  frothy 
blood.  He  was  bled  16  oz. ;  an  epispastic  was 
applied,  alum,  acid  sulplr  arom,  acetate  of  lead, 
&c.  He  had  two  turns  of  bleeding  in  each  of  the 
three  succeeding  days,  from  3  to  7  oz.  at  a  time. 

June  25,  he  threw  up  very  hastily  17  oz. ;  ! 
immediately  took  20  oz.  from  the  arm,  and  ap- 
plied myself  diligently  in  observing  the  pulse  ; 
whenever  I  noticed  it  to  increase  in  force  consid- 
erably, I  repeated  the  use  of  the  lancet.  To 
appease  the  cough  which  continued  very  trou- 
blesome, he  took  repeatedly  small  doses  of  ci- 
cuta  and  opium,  so  as  to  be  continually  under 
their  influence.  Epispastics  were  frequently 
applied,  and  andmonial  unguent  used  considera- 
bly. He  was  kept  horizontal,  motion  carefully 
avoided  ;  his  drinks  were  diluent,  and  diet  light. 
This  course  was  strictly  continued  till  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  during  which  time  he  had  30  turns 
of  bleeding  from  the  lungs,  and  was  bled  at  the 
arm  13  times.  The  pulse  now  became  uniform- 
ly soft,  and  nearly  natural,  appetite  good,  cough 
abated.  The  same  treatment  was  continued  5 
weeks  longer,  venesection  several  times  repeat- 
ed, sparingly,  till  Oct.  1st,  when  he  was,  and_  is 
now,  apparently  free  from  disease,     w.  h.  tyler. 

Lancsborough,  Mass.  Dec.  19,  1823. 


VARIOLOID    EPIDEMIC. 
La  voie  de  Pexperience    et   de  Tohservation,  est   la 
seule  qui  puisse  couler  a.  fond  les  opinions,  et  faire  sur- 


nager  la  verite. 


Since  June,  1818,  I  have  attended  to  this  epi- 
demic in  556  individuals.  41  had  distinctly  gone 
through  natural  or  inoculated  small-pox  ;  some 
had  been  deeply  marked  by  this  disease.  The 
interval  between  the  two  attacks  has  varied 
from  ten  days  to  thirty  years.. 

Besides  the  41  cases  which  I  have  myself 
seen,  I  have  been  informed  of  30  others,  in 
which  the  epidemic  attacked  those  who  had 
passed  through  small-pox  ;  in  this  whole  number 
71,  3  died  ;  in  two  of  the  instances  in  which  the 
disease  proved  fatal,  it  recurred  a  few  weeks  af- 
ter the  first  attack. 

Inoculation  with  cow-pock  having  bean  had 
recourse  to  in  families  where  small-pox  was 
prevailing,  repeated  opportunities  have  occur- 
red of  observing  co-existence  of  these  two  dis- 
eases in  the  same  individual,  and  the  wonderful 
power  cow-pock,  under  these  circumstances,  ap- 
pears to  possess  of  mitigating  small-pox,  and  of 
preventing  it. 

In  above  40  who  had  been  previously  vacci- 
nated, varioloid  disease  has  occurred  the  second 
time,  after  from  a  few  days  to  several  years.  I 
have  seen  a  person,  who  had  been  vaccinated, 
ha?e  the  varioloid  disease  the  third  time.     The 


two  last  attacks  were  at. an  interval  of  eighteen 
months. 

That  the  varioloid  disease,  in  its  vesicular 
form,  is  not  very  readily  communicable  by  inoc- 
ulation, seems  established  by  a  number  of  trials, 
at  different  times,  by  various  individuals. — This 
case  is  one  of  the  purest  examples  of  the  vari- 
oloid disease  in  its  vesicular  form,  in  an  unpro- 
tected person,  to  which  I  car.  refer. 

'  Wm.  Wright,  26(h  regt.  act.  21.— May  12th, 
symptoms  of  fever  showed  themselves.  14th — 
There  are  eruptions  on  the  face  and  breast,  eis- 
tinct  papulae,  with  inflamed  bases,  principally  on 
the  forehead,  sternum,  and  back  ;  the  skin  is  hot 
and  dry;  pulse  100,  pretty  full ;  tongue  white, 
thirst,  and  anorexia  ;  bowels  costive. — Sumat  hy- 
drarg.  gv.  vi.  et  post  horam  sodac  sulpha  tis  3j. 
Diet  spoon. 

15th. — Febrile  symptoms  more  moderate  ; 
papulas  have  become  vesicles,  and  possess  all  the 
characters  of  varicella. — Repet.  medicamenta,  et 
hab.  pro  potu  commuue  soiut.  potassae  supertart. 

16th. — Skin  more  natural;  pulse  90  ;  thirst 
less;  slept  well,  and  feels  much  better;  one  or 
two  of  the  vesicles  are  ruptured. — Contin.  solut. 

17th. — Pulse  and  skin  natural;  appetite  re- 
turned; he  feels  in  every  respect  well  ;  the  ves- 
icles have  all  ruptured  but  two,  and  formed 
crusts.1 

A  soldier  has  lately  had  small-pox  a  second 
time,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose,  both 
from  his  report,  and  from  the  marks  of  that  dis- 
ease, very  apparent  on  his  face,  breast  and  back. 
J.  Hennen,  Dep.  Inspec  Mil.  Hasp. 

Qucensberi  y  House,  June  18,  1818. 

Mary  Taylor,  set.  20  months,  vaccinated.  28th 
June,  was  seized  with  febrile  symptoms  ;  29th, 
a  bright  roseolus  rash  extended  all  over  the 
body,  on  the  fading  of  which,  a  circum«cribed 
erythematous  redness  was  perceived  behind  the 
angle  of  the  lower  jaw,  speedily  followed  by  an 
irregularly  shaped  pellucid  vesicle,  with  consid- 
erable swelling  of  the  parts  under  it.  A  similar 
vesicle  was  perceptible  about  the  same  time  on 
the  back  of  the  left  hand. — July  3d,  3d  day  of 
eruptioD,  half  a  dozen  more  vesicles  came  out 
on  the  back  of  the  neck.  The  vesicle  on  the 
back  of  the  hand  has  become  pustular — that  on 
the  neck  continues  pellucid,  but  has  somewhat 
subsided.  4th  day. — Fresh  vesicles  have  ap- 
peared on  the  breast,  some  surrounded  with  are- 
oias,  bright  red.  5th  day. — The  eruption  has 
extended  over  the  whole  body  except  the  face 
and  feet;  the  swelling  of  the  neck  has  greatly 
subsided.  The  vesicle  on  its  surface  is  crusted, 
and  has  a  whitish  fluid  under  the  crust.  Sever- 
al of  the  vesicles  on  the  breast  have  small  scabs 
on  their  tops.  Some  pustules,  with  hard  bases, 
containing  purulent  fluid,  are  on  the  back  and 
belly  ;  the  greatest  part  of  the  eruption  is  still 
vesicular.  Face  appeared  as  if  stung  by  a  bee, 
and  one  eye  closed  up.  6th  day. — Eruption 
much  the  same.  A  few  vesicles  have  come  out 
round  the  chin  and  sides  of  the  face,  surrounded 
with  areolae ;  some  on  the  tongue,  aud  a  few  on 
the  feet. 


No.  33. 

7th. — Fresh  vesicles  appear  on  different  parts 
of  the  body.  Many  which  appeared  first  have 
scabbed  ;  most  of  them  are  surrounded  by  in- 
flammation of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  texture, 
giving  an  appearance  not  unlike  the  cow-pock 
with  its  areolae.  On  several  parts  of  the  body 
the  eruption  is  still  vesicular.  Child  suffers 
much  from  itching  and  pain;  and  where  it  has 
scratched  off' some  of  the  pustules,  deep  and  an- 
gry looking  sores  are  left  in  the  skin.  8th. — ■ 
Fresh  vesicles  are  making  their  appearance — 
the  areolae  have  much  increased  in  extent,  and 
feel  hard  upon  pressure.  Towards  the  evening 
of  this  day,  the  febrile  symptoms,  which  had 
continued  unabated  throughout  the  course  of 
the  disease,  began  to  decline  ;  she  seemed  live- 
lier than  formerly.  9th. — Passed  a  betternight. 
Continues  free  of  fever;'  towards  evening  the 
fever  reluriaed  with  increased  violence,  and 
great  thirst.  10th. — Fever  continues  unabated; 
passed  a  restless  night.  Eruption  continues 
much  the  same  as  on  the  8th.  Fresh  vesicles 
have  come  out  on  different,  parts  of  the  body. 
The  areolae  have  now  assumed  somewhat  of  a 
dusky  colour.  11th. — Constitutional  symptoms 
nearl}-  as  yesterday.  Some  of  the  vesicles  have 
faded,  others  are  formed  into  dark  bro^n  col- 
oured scabs,  depressed  in  the  centre,  still  sur- 
rounded by  areolae;  others  begin  to  be  filled 
with  purulent  fluid.  12th. — Appearances  as 
yesterday.  Several  distinct  pustules  are  to  be 
seen*  on  the  breast,  unsurrounded  by  areolae. — 
13th. — The  areolae  surrounding  the  pustules  on 
the  feet  are  purplish.  The  rest  of  the  erup- 
tion is  stationary.  Deglutition  continues  easy. 
14. — Last  night,  she  seemed  somewhat  relieved; 
towards  morning  fever  returned,  with  puffy 
swelling  of  the  face,  hands  and  feet,  difficult  re- 
spiration, great  quickness  and  feebleness  of  pulse. 
Died  at  10  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Natural  small-pox  in  the  present  epidemic 
has  proved  fatal,  in  the  proportion  of  1  in  4  ; 
secondary  small-pox  in  the  proportion  of  1  in 
25;  small-pox,  after  vaccination,  in  one  instance 
only  of  above  330  cases  under  my  observation. 

Cath.  Biaikie,  aged  14    months,  vaccinated. — 
June  17,  was    seized   with    symptoms   of  fever, 
which  continued  till   the   20th,  when  a    papular 
eruption  came  out,  chiefly  confined    to    the    re- 
gion of  the  sacrum,    where    the    papulas  were 
closely  set.     There  were    a  few  papulas  on  the 
forehead,  and  some  over  the  other  parts  of  the 
body.     3d  day  the  papulas  were   pustular;   sev- 
eral of  the    pustules  on  the  sacrum  had  depres- 
sions in    their   centres.     In    filling,  which   they 
continued  to  do  till  the  7th  day,  the  pustules  be- 
came   distended    with    well  concocted   purulent 
fluid.     By  the  8th  day,   the    pustules   began    to 
blacken  ;    a  fewr  fresh  papulas  came  out  on  the 
back,  which,  in  t.-.e  course  of  three  days  disap- 
peared, without  becoming  vesicular  or  pustular. 
The  scabs  did  not  fall    off  before  the  10th    day 
after  their  formation,  and  left    blains  and  pits  in 
the  skin. 

15th  Aug.  three  weeks  after   the  appearance 
of  the  eruption  in  her  brother,  she  became  fret- 
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fu!,  with  heat  of  surface  and  loss  of  appetite; 
the  19th,  a  few  pure  vesicles,  resembling  blis- 
ter from  burns,  came  out,  chiefly  on  the  fore- 
head, hairy  scalp,  and  back.  2nd  day,  several 
more  vesicles  came  out  on  the  back  and  hairy 
scalp,  and  some  of  them  surrounded  with  slight 
areolas.  A  few  of  the  vesicles  which  came  out 
the  preceding  day  have  subsided.  3d  day,  fresh 
vesicles  appear;  a  few,  of  those  which  appeared 
first,  shrivelled  ;  small  scabs  have  formed  on  their 
surface;  they  contain  a  whitish  fluid.  4th  day, 
a  few  fresh  vesicles  appear  on  the  hairy  scalp, 
forehead  and  back.  Four  vesicles,  which  came 
out  on  the  second  day  of  the  eruption,  have 
small  scabs  in  their  centre,  surrounded  with  in- 
flammatory areolas.  6th  day. — Fresh  vesicles 
have  come  out  since  the  4th.  Those  on  the  ex- 
tremities have  scabbed.  7th. — The  vesicles 
which  appeared  after  the  4th,  are  as  complete- 
ly scabbed  as  many  of  those  which  came  out  be- 
fore them.  10th. — The  whole  of  the  eruption 
has  disappeared,  leaving  slight  blains  in  the 
spots  they  occupied. 

Sept.  8th,  febrile  symptoms,  on  the  2d  day 
•of  which  two  deep-seated  papulas  appeared  on 
the  left  knee.  One  of  these  papulas  soon  after 
became  vesicular,  and  scabbed,  4th  day  after  its 
appearance  ;  the  other  filled  imperfectly  with 
lymph  ;  a  scab  was  soon  formed  on  its  surface. 
4th  dajr  of  the  eruption,  two  fresh  papulas  came 
out  on  the  right  side  of  the  face.  6th  day,  the 
scabs  of  both  of  the  vesicles  on  the  knee  fell  off, 
one  leaving  a  blain,  the  other  a  warty  appear- 
ance. The  papulas  on  the  face  became  pustu- 
lar,-writh  areolae.  8th  day,  these  pustules  began 
to  scab  ;  the  scabs  remained  the  10th  day  of  the 
eruption. 

Thus  a  vaccinated  child  passed  through  three 
separate  attacks  of  the  varioloid  epidemic,  each 
attack  exhibiting  a  different  form  of  the  disease. 

'  During  the  late  epidemic,  Mrs.  W.  aged  35. 
who  had  been  inoculated  by  the  late  Dr.  Flint  in 
her  infancy,  and  had  a  distinct  cicatrix,  was, 
with  one  of  her  children,  affected  by  this  dis- 
ease, and  had  an  eruption  of  numerous  pustules, 
which  appeared  to  me  of  pure  small-pox,  and 
maturated  in  the  regular  manner.  The  erup- 
tion on  her  child,  which  had  been  vaccinated, 
■was  generally  pustular,  but  had  in  several  places 
a  vesicular  appearance;  the  pustules,  containing 
a  pearly  fluid,  desquamated  in  black  scabs.  The 
mother  of  one  of  the  children,  which,  in  the  first 
weeks  of  the  epidemic,  fell  a  victim  to  small- 
pox, had  a  considerable  eruption  on  her  breast, 
neck  and  face,  with  a  great  degree  of  sympa- 
thetic fever;  she  had  had  small-pox  in  her  infan- 
cy. In  the  same  family,  at  the  same  time,  two 
children,  who  had  been  vaccinated,  had  a  mild 
modified  small-pox. 

The  varioloid  disease  has  repeatedly  occurred 
after  regular  cow-pock-inoculation  ;  the  arms  of 
many  showed  cicatrices  considered  satisfactory, 
in  several  cases  the  most  respectable  practition- 
ers had  been  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the 
vaccine  vesicle  ;  the  son  of  Dr.  Macfarlane  was 
conceived  to  have  been  perfectly  vaccinated, yet 
he  had  modified  smallpox  severely  under  my  care. 

'No  case  after  vaccination  was  fatal :  in  many 
cases,  in  the  early  stage,  I  was  often  much 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  my  patient.  In  most 
cases,  by  the  1 1  th  day  of  the  disease,  the  patient 
might  be  pronounced  out  of  danger. 


Occurrence  of  modified  small-pox,  after  vac- 
cination, has  done  more  to  establish  the  practice 
in  this  neighbourhood  than  any  thing;  every 
one  was  able  to  judge  for  themselves,  in  com- 
paring the  severity  of  the  disease  where  no  vac- 
cination had  been  performed,  and  the  mildness 
of  that  disease  after  vaccination.'    p.  mudie,  m.  d. 

St.  Andrews,  Oct.  18,  1818. 

The  short,  mild,  and  often  trifling  eruptive 
ailment  of  small-pox,  which  hassucceeded  in  the 
greater  number  of  cases  to  vaccination,  when 
compared  with  the  severe  disease  where  this 
precaution  has  been  neglected,  is  a  most  con- 
vincing proof  to  ail,  of  the  efficacy  of  cow-pock 
in  modifying  small-pox. 

I  have  observed  1 1  cases  of  secondary  small- 
pox. After  natural  small-pox,  the  disease  has 
assumed  almost  uniformly  a  mild  aspect,  not  dif- 
fering from  small-pox  modified  by  vaccination  ; 
after  inoculated  small-pox  it  has  been  in  three 
instances  very  severe,  corresponding  to  natural 
small-pox.  Small-pox,  for  the  third  time,  oc- 
curred in  a  child  of  12  months,  not  vaccinated. 
The  first  attack  accorded  with  the  usual  appear- 
ances of  modified  small-pox;  the  second  resem- 
bled more  closely  varicella;  the  third  afforded  a 
good  example  of  genuine  severe  small  pox.  The 
two  last  affections  were  seen  by  Prof.  Thompson. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  individuals  af- 
fected with  the  varioloid  disease  during  the  pre- 
sent epidemic,  had  passed  through  cow  pock  in- 
oculation; none  having  been  taken  into  consid- 
eration but  those  on  whom  distinct  cicatrices 
were  observable,  accompanied  often  by  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  from  parents  and  profes- 
sional men,  of  proper  vaccination.  In  a  great 
number  of  these  cases  the  eruptive  fever  has 
been  violent. 

No  instance  of  death  by  this  disease  has  oc- 
curred after  vaccination  ;  from  the  .  confluent 
character  of  the  eruption,  and  severity  of  the 
fever,  which  continued  in  a  few  of  these  cases 
unabated  till  the  7th  or  8th  day  of  the  eruption, 
I  have  not  been  without  apprehension  for  the 
event. — Six  of  those  who  had  had  natural  small 
pox,  died,  apparently  from  pulmonary  disease. 

New  Lanark,  Jan.  11,  1819         .wm.  gibson. 

I  have  seen  only  two  cases  of  small  pox  oc- 
curring the  second  time.  They  occurred  in  fe- 
males above  20  years  of  age.  J.  gibson. 

Lanark,  March  8,   1819. 

I  have  met  with  one  individual  who  has  had 
small  pox  a  second  time.  w.  vessie. 

Lanark,  Sept.  27,  1819. 

Five  cases  of  small  pox  occurred  in  the  same 
individuals  twice;  two  after  inoculated  small 
pox,  and  three  after  natural  small  pox.  Three 
of  these  had  the  disease  more  severely  the  sec- 
ond time  than  the  first.  In  one,  eleven  years 
intervened  between  the  different  attacks;  in  a 
second,  15;  in  a  third,  12  ;  in  a  fourth,  2  years  ; 
and  in  the  fifth  only  six  weeks.  The  subject  of 
the  latter  case  was  a  girl,  aged  8  years;  she  had 
the  disease  very  severe  both  times. 

Perth,  June  11,  1819.        w.  Henderson,  m.  d. 

1  have  met  with  only  two  cases  of  small  pox 
occurring  a  second  time,  in  the  same  individual. 
The  symptoms,  though  distinctly  marked,  were 
slight,  the  eruption  not  at  all  copious.  I  have 
under  my  charge  a  severe  case  of  confluent 
small  pox,  which  the  patient  declares  is  a  sec- 
ond attack;    from  his  account  of  the  symptoms! 


of  the  previous  attack,  and  no  pits  being  distinct 
ly  visible,  1  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  hornpock. 

Blair-Gowric,  Nov.  24,  1818.  D.  syme 

Three  cases  occurred  of  adults  undergoing 
the  varioloid  disease  a  second  time,  one  of  whom 
was  much  pitted  in  the  face  from  the  previous 
eruption  some  years  before.  j.  malloch. 

Kirriemuir,  Aug.  30,  1819. 

The  first  case  that  indicated  small  pox  to 
have  reached  Douglas,  was  one  of  the  varioloid 
kind,  occurring  as  secondary  smali  pox  in  a  pa- 
tient ten  years  of  age.  He  had  been  inoculated, 
when  an  infant,  for  small  pox,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  medical  attendant.  A  young  man,  whom 
his  mother  considered  secure,  by  his  having  had, 
when  an  infant,  a  natural  eruption,  which  the 
practitioner  attending  him  at  the  time  consider- 
ed genuinely  variolous,  died  of  a  secondary  at- 
tack on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  eruption.  I  did 
not  see  him  till  the  day  before  bis  death,  when 
his  face  was  one  black,  putrid  mass,  and  the  pus- 
tules on  his  body  confluent,  and   filled  with   pus. 

Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  1816.  H,  r.  oswald. 

1  saw  at  Lanark,  a  child  with  small  pox  a  sec- 
ond time  ;  it  proved  fatal.  A  similar  case  at  the 
same  time  existed  at  Lanark  ;  the  second  attack, 
though  not  fatal,  was  very  severe.  Another 
case  is  related  in  the  Report  of  the  Edinburgh 
New  Town  Dispensary,  of  a  child  who  bad  a 
vesicular  eruption,  appearing  to  arise  from,  and 
to  give  rise  to  small  pox,  who  a  short  time  after 
was  seized  with  malignant  small  pox,  which 
proved  fatal.  j.  w.  turner. 

3,  St.  David's-St.  Edin.  Oct.  9,  1819. 

During  inoculation  for  small  pox,  it  was  agree- 
able for  the  friends  of  that  practice  to  believe 
small  pox  and  chicken  pox  differed  widely  from 
one  another;  as  varioloid  eruptions  occur  daily 
in  those  who  had  been  supposed  protected  from 
smali  pox  by  vaccination,  it  has  become  agreea- 
ble to  find  these  eruptions,  though  they  in  many 
instances  perfectly  resemble  small  pox,  are  a 
severe  chicken  pox. 

Can  it  be  that  the  hypothesis  of  contagion  of 
chicken  pox  being  specifically  different  from  that 
of  small  pox,  has  been  had  recourse  to,  to  ex- 
plain those  cases  of  secondary  small  pox,  which 
occurred  after  variolous  inoculation,  in  the  be- 
nevolent wish  of  vindicating  that  practice  from 
the  aspersion  of  being  inefficacious  ? 

In  every  instance  in  which,  during  the  present 
epidemic,  there  has  been  a  single  mark  of  vac- 
cination having  taken  place,  the  modifying  pow- 
er of  cow  pock  has  been  most  satisfactorily  de- 
monstrated. Even  its  supposed  failures,  accu- 
rately investigated,  tend  to  confirm,  in  the  minds 
of  the  well-informed,  confidence  in  its  salutary 
effects.  Nearly  one  eighth  of  those  I  have  seen 
with  varioloid  disease  after  vaccination,  have 
had  it  the  second  time. 

'Oct.  and  Nov.  1813,  an  epidemic  appeared  in 
Forfar  and  its  vicinity,  which  attacked  the  vac- 
cinated as  well  as  the  unvaccinated.  I  have  re- 
gular notes  of  all  the  cases  that  have  come  un- 
der my  observation  these  three  months  past, 
taken  down  by  the  side  of  the  patient.  This 
disease  has  occurred  in  at  least  100  subjects  in 
Forfar,  who  had  undergone  vaccine  inoculation, 
and,  in  half  that  number  in  its  vicinity.  By  far 
the  greater  part  of  these  have  been  inoculated 
by  midwives  and  ignorant  persons  ;  a  considera- 
ble number  by  regularly  educated  practitioners. 
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Those  in  whom  the  longest  interval  has  elapsed 
since  vaccination,  suffered  most,  and  had  the 
most  copious  eruption;  those  inoculated  more 
recently,  had  it  much  milder,  and  many  have 
not  been  attacked  at  all.  There  is  only  one  dis 
tinct  instance  under  2  years  of  age,  and  that 
without  fever;  it  has  been  common,  in  families 
of  two  or  three  children,  for  the  oldest  to  take 
the  disease,  and  the  younger  to  escape.  In  this 
epidemic  there  has  occurred  one  distinct  case  of 
small  pox  supervening  in  a  person  who  had  for 
merly  that  disease  by  inoculation. 

Forfar,  Feb.  25,  1814.         J.  adam,  jr.  Surg. 

In  a  family  of  five  children,  the  oldest,  a  girl 
aged  16,  had  small  pox  very  satisfactorily,  when 
9  months  old  ;  a  boy  aged  9  jears  was  vaccina t 
ed  at  the  Dispensary  here.  The  other  three 
were  younger;  neither  had  been  vaccinated,  nor 
had  the  small  pox.  The  third  child  was  seized 
with  natural  small  pox,  of  which  she  had  a  full 
load;  she  slept  with  her  oldest  sister.  The  12th 
day  of  the  eruption  on  the  third  child,  the  eld- 
es  sister  became  shk  and  uncomfortable,  with 
fever,  which  continued  three  days,  followed  by 
eruption  of  many  pimples  on  her  face,  head, 
neck,  shoulders,  arms,  and  thighs.  The  second 
child  sickened  about  the  same  time  with  the  eld- 
est ;  afler  a  slight  fit,  there  appeared  pimples  on 
his  face  and  body,  more  numerous  than  on  his 
elder  sister,  not  of  a  larger  size.  On  both,  the 
eruption  dried  into  hard  and  honvy  pimples,  the 
4th  da}',  and  both  were  presently  well  again. 
The  fourth  child  had  an  abundant  crop  of  natu- 
ral small  pox.  The  infant  was  vaccinated,  and 
did  well. — jas.  bryce.  Eclin. 


Query  1st.  Have  you  seen  chicken  pox  epi- 
demic, without  small  pox? 

2c/.  Has  chicken  pox  attacked  those  who  have 
not  had  small  pox  or  cow  pock,  as  frequently  as 
those  who  had  passed  through  these  diseases  ? 

3d.  Have  any  persons  in  your  neighbourhood 
had  small  pox  twice  ?  and  was  the  disease  less 
severe  than  in  its  first  attack  ? 

4th.  Has  varioloid  disease  occurred  to  your 
observation  in  persons  who  had  passed  through 
regular  cow  pock  inoculation  ?  has  this  disease 
then  appeared  to  resemble  more  chicken  pox 
or  small  pox  ?  .iohn  Thomson,  h.  d: 


George  Street,  Oct.  15,  1818. 


HALLUCINATION. 

Mr.  Bezuel,  aged  15,  1G95,  contracted  an  in- 
timacy with  a  boy,  named  Desfontaines.  After 
talking  of  the  compacts  made  between  friends, 
that  in  case  of  death,  the  spirit  of  the  deceased 
should  revisit  the  survivor,  they  agreed  to  form 
such  a  compact,  and  signed  it  with  their  blood, 
1696.  Soon  after  this,  Desfontaines  removed 
to  Caen. 

In  July,  1697,  Bezuel,  amusing  himself  in 
hay-making,  was  seized  with  a  fainting  fit,  after 
which  he  had  a  bad  night.  He  returned  to  the 
meadow  next  day,  where  he  again  underwent  a 
deliquium.  He  again  slept  ill.  On  the  succeed- 
ing day,  while  observing  the  man  laying  up  the 
hay,  he  had  a  severer  attack.  "  I  fell  into  a 
swoon  ;  I  lost  my  senses :  one  of  the  footmen 
perceived  it,  and  called  out  for  help.  They  re- 
covered me  a  little  ;  my  mind  was  more  disor- 
dered than  it  had  been  ;  I  was  told  they  asked 
me  what  ailed  me,  and  that  I  answered  ;  /  have 
seen  wliat  I  thought  I  should  never  see.     I   neither 


remember  the  question,  nor  the  answer.  It 
agrees  with  what  1  remember  I  saw  then,  a  nak- 
ed man  in  half  length;  but  I  knew  him  not. 

"  They  helped  me  to  go  down  the  ladder:  I 
held  the  steps  fast  ;  because  I  saw  Desfontaines 
at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  1  had  again  a  faint- 
ing fit;  my  head  got  between  two  steps,  and  1 
again  lost  my  sense.  They  let  me  down,  and 
set  me  on  a  large  beam,  which  served  for  a  seat 
in  the  great  Place  de  Capucins.  1  sat  on  it,  and 
then  I  no  longer  saw  Mr.  de  Sortoville,  nor  his 
servants,  though  they  were  present.  Perceiv- 
ing Desfontaines  near  the  foot  of  the  ladder, 
who  made  me  a  sign  to  come  to  him,  I  went 
back  on  my  seat,  as  if  to  make  room  for  him  ; 
those  who  saw  me,  and  whom  I  did  not  see, 
though  my  eyes  were  open,  observed  that  mo- 
tion. 

"  Because  he  did  not  come,  I  got  up  to  go  to 
him;  he  came  up  to  me,  took  hold  of  my  left 
arai  with  his  right  hand,  and  carried  me  thirty 
paces  farther  into  a  by-lane,  holding  me  fast. 

"The  servants  believing  that  I  was  well 
again,  went  to  their  business,  except  a  little  foot- 
boy,  who  told  Mr.  de  Sortoville  I  was  talking  to 
myself.  Mr.  de  S.  thought  1  was  drunk.  He 
came  near  me,  heard  me  ask  some  question,  and 
return  some  answers,  as  he  told  me  since. 

"  1  talked  with  Desfontaines  nearly  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour.  I  promised  you,  said  he,  if  1 
died  before  you,  I  would  come  and  tell  you  so. 
I  am  dead :  I  was  drowned  in  the  river  of  Caen, 
yesterday,  about  this  hour.  1  was  walking  with 
such  and  such  persons.  It  was  very  hot ;  the 
fancy  took  us  to  go  into  the  water;  I  grew  faint, 
and  sunk  to  the  bottom.  The  Abbe  Meniijean, 
my  school-fellow,  dived  to  take  me  up.  I  took 
hold  of  his  foot ;  whether  he  was  afraid,  or  had 
a  mind  to  rise  to  the  top  of  the  water,  he  struck 
out  his  legs  so  violently,  he  gave  me  a  blow  on 
the  breast,  and  threw  me  again  to  the  bottom  of 
the  river,  which  is  there  very  deep. 

*  *         *  *  *  * 

"  He  always  appeared  to  me  taller  than  I  had 
seen  him,  and  taller  than  when  he  died.  1  al- 
ways saw  him  in  half-length,  naked,  bare-head- 
ed, with  his  fine  light  hair,  on  which  there  was 
a  writing,  but  I  could  only  read  In,  <$«c." 

These  spectral  impressions  were  repeated 
more  than  once,  with  conversations.  The  acci- 
dental death  of  the  young  man  was  ascertained 
very  quickly — Mem.  de  Trevoux,  T.  viii. — 1726. 

By  Nicolai,  the  celebrated  Author  and  Bookseller, 
of  Berlin. 

I  saw,  in  a  state  of  mind  completely  sound, 
and,  after  the  first  terror  was  over,  with  perfec! 
calmness,  for  nearly  two  months,  almost  con- 
stantly and  involuntarily,  a  vast  number  of  hu- 
man and  other  forms,  and  heard  their  voices. — 
Dr.  Selie,  who  was  my  physician,  and  was  daily 
informed  by  me  of  every  trifling  occurrence  and 
change  that  happened,  is  living,  and  will,  by  all 
who  know  him,  be  most  readily  admitted  as  an 
unobjectionable  witness. 

During  the  ten  latter  months  of  1790,  I  had 
experienced  several  melancholy  incidents,  which 
deeply  affected  me,  particularly  in  Sept.  from 
which  time  I  suffered  an  almost  uninterrupted 
series  of  misfortunes  that  afflicted  me  with  most 
poignant  grief.  I  was  accustomed  to  be  bled 
twice  a  year;  this  had  been  done  once,  9th  July, 
but  omitted  at  the  end  of  this  yean     I  had,  in 


1783,  been  suddenly  taken  with  violent  vertigo, 
which  my  physicians  imputed  to  sedentary  life, 
and  continual  exertion  of  the  mind.  This  indis- 
position was  removed  by  more  regular  and  strict 
diet;  particularly  efficacious  in  the  beginning  I 
had  found  leeches  to  the  arms;  they  were  after- 
wards repeated  two  or  three  times  annually  when 
I  felt  violent  congestions  in  the  head.  The  last 
leeches,  previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  phan- 
tasms, had  peen  applied  March  1,  1790.  From 
Sept.  I  was  constantly  occupied  in  business  that 
required  most  unremitted  exertion,  rendered 
more  perplexing  by  frequent  interruption. 

Jan.  and  Feb.  1791,  several  extremely  unpleas- 
ant circumstances  were  followed,  Feb.  24,  by  a 
most  violent  altercation.  My  wife  and  another 
person  came  into  my  apartment  in  the  morning 
to  console  me;  I  was  too  much  agitated  by  a  se- 
ries of  incidents  to  be  capable  of  attending  to 
them  ;  suddenly  I  perceived,  at  about  the  dis- 
tance often  steps,  a  form  like  that  of  a  deceased 
person  ;  I  pointed  at  it,  asking  my  wife  if  she  did 
not  see  it.  It  was  natural  she  should  not  see 
any  thing;  the  phantasm  continued  about  eight 
minutes.  I  grew  at  length  more  calm  ;  being  ex- 
tremely exhausted,  I  fell  into  a  restless  sleep, 
which  lasted  half  an  hour. 

4,  P  M.  the  form  I  had  seen  in  the  morning, 
re-appeared.  I  went  to  my  wife's  apartment  ; 
there  likewise  I  was  prevented  by  the  appari- 
tion, which  at  intervals  disappeared,  and  always 
presented  itself  standing.  At  6  o'clock  there 
appeared  also  several  walking  figures,  which 
had  no  connection  with  the  first. 

I  cannot  assign  any  other  cause  of  all  this, 
than  continued  rumination  on  my  vexations,  the 
consequences  of  which  1  meditated  to  counter- 
act; these  meditations  occupied  my  mind  three 
hours  after  dinner,  just  when  my  digestion  com- 
menced. I  consoled  myself  with  respect  to  the 
incident  which  had  occasioned  the  first  appari- 
tion, but  the  phantasms  continued  to  increase 
and  change  in  the  most  singular  manner,  though 
I  had  taken  proper  medicine  and  found  myself 
perfectly  well.  I  endeavoured  to  collect  myself 
as  much  as  possible,  that  I  might  preserve  clear 
consciousness  of  the  change  which  should  take 
place  within  myself;  I  observed  these  phantasms 
very  closely,  and  frequently  but  fruitlessly  re- 
flected on  my  antecedent  thoughts,  to  discover 
by  what  association  of  ideas  these  forms  present- 
ed themselves  to  my  imagination. 

After  the  first  day,  the    form  of  the  deceased 
person  no  more  appeared,  but  in   its   place    ap- 
peared many  other  phantasms,  sometimes  repre- 
senting  acquaintances,    mostly  strangers,  those 
whom  1  knew  were    composed  of  living,   and  a 
few  deceased  persons.     Persons    with    whom    I 
daily  conversed  did    not    appear    as    phantasms, 
these  representing   chiefly    persons    who    lived 
distant  from  me.     I  attempted  to  produce   phan 
tasms  of  persons  I  knew,  by  intensely   reflecting 
on  their    countenance,  shape,  &.c,  but   distinctly 
as  I  called  to  my  imagination  the  shades  of  three 
of  these  persons,  I    laboured    in    vain    to    make 
them  appear  as  phantasms  ;    I  had  involuntarily 
seen  them  in  that  manner,  and   perceived    them 
some  time  after,  when  I  least  thought  of  them. 
The  calmness  with  which  I  examined  them,  en- 
abled me  to  avoid  the  smallest  mistake.     I  knew 
when  it  only  appeared  to  me  the  door  was  open- 
ing and  a  phantasm  entering,  and  when,  it  actu- 
ally opening,  a  person  entered. 
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These  phantasms  appeared  equally  clear  and  |ders  correctly  ;  as  she  was  returning  in  the  eve- 
distinct  at  all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  ning,  she  thought  she  suddenly  heard  a  noise 
When  I  was  by  myself,  and  when  in  company, !  behind  her  as  of, many  wagons.  Turning  round, 
day  as  at  night,  less  frequent  when  I  was  in    the  she  observed  a  little  grey  man,  not  bigger  than 


rrar_ 


house  of  a  friend,  rarely  in  the  street;  when  1 
shut  my  eyes  these  phantasms  sometimes  disap- 
peared, and  generally  re-appeared  when  I  open- 
ed my  eyes.  1  conversed  sometimes  with  my 
physician  and  wife  of  the  phantasms  which  at 
the  moment  surrounded  me  ;  they  appeared  more 
frequently  walking  than  at  rest.  1  generally 
saw  human  forms  of  both  sexes;  they  usually 
appeared  not  to  take  the  smallest  notice  of  each 
other,  moving  as  in  a  market  place,  where  all 
are  eager  to  press  through  the  crowd  ;  at  times, 
however,  they  seemed  transacting  business  with 
each  other.  I  saw  several  times  people  on 
horseback,  dogs  and  birds.  All  phantasms  ap- 
peared in  their  natural  size,  as  distinct  as  if 
alive,  exhibiting  different  shades  of  carnation  in 
the  uncovered  parts,  as  well  as  different  col- 
ours and  fashions  in  their  dresses,  the  colours 
somewhat  paler  than  in  nature;  none  of  the  fig- 
ures appeared  terrible,  comical,  or  disgusting, 
most  of  them  being  of  indifferent  shape,  some  of 
pleasing  appearance. 

The  longer  these  phantoms  continued  to  ap- 
pear, the  more  frequently  did  they  return  ;  they 
increased  in  number  four  weeks  after  they  first 
appeared.  They  sometimes  conversed  among 
themselves,  but  more  frequently  addressed  dis- 
course to  me  ;  their  speeches  were  commonly 
short,  never  unpleasant.  There  appeared  to 
me  dear  and  sensible  friends,  whose  addresses 
tended  to  appease  my  grief,  frequently  while 
real  persons  were  speaking  to  me.  These  ad- 
dresses consisted  sometimes  of  abrupt  phrases, 
and  at  others,  they  were  regularly  connected. 

Though  my  mind  and  body  were  in  a    tolera- 
ble state  of  sanity  all  this  time,  and  these    phan- 
tasms became    so  familiar    to    me    they  did  net 
cause  me  the  slightest  uneasiness,   and    1    some- 
times amused  myself  with   surveying    them,  and 
spoke  jocularly  of  them    to    my    physician    and 
wife,  I  did    not  neglect  to  use  proper  medicines, 
especially  when  they  began    to    haunt    me    th* 
whole  day,  and  even  at  night  as  soon  as  I  awoke. 
Leeches  were    applied,  April  20,  1791,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.     No  person  was  with  me  besides 
the  surgeon;   during  the  operation    my  chamber 
was  crowded   with  human  phantasms  of   all   de 
scriptions,    uninterruptedly    till    4^-,  P.   M.    just 
when  my  digestion    commenced ;    then  they  be- 
gan to  move    more    slowly.      Soon    after,    their 
colour  began  to  fade;    at  7,  they  were    entirely 
white.      They    moved    very    little;    the    forms 
were  as  distinct  as    before,    growing    more    ob- 
scure, not  fewer.     They  seemed    to    dissolve  in 
the  air  ;  fragments  of  some  of  them  continued  a 
considerable  time.     8,  P.  M.  the    room  was   en- 
tirely cleared  of  them. 

I  have  felt,  twice  or  three  timps,  a  sensation 
as  if  these  phantasms  were  going  to  re -appear, 
without  actually  seeing  any  thing-  The  sensa- 
tion surprised  me  just  before  I  drew  up  this  ac- 
count, while  I  was  examining  some  papers  rela- 
tive to  these  apparitions,  which  I  had  drawn  up 
in  1791." 

In  Kleische,  a  small  village  in  Germany,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  V.  S.  a  maid-servant  of  that  gen- 
tleman's family  was  sent  a  short  league  from 
home  to  buy  some  meat.     She  executed  her  or- 


a  child,  who  commanded  her  to  go  along  with 
him.  She  continued  to  walk  on.  The  little 
figure  accompanied  her,  and  frequently  urged 
her  to  go  with  him.  She  was  met  by  the  coach- 
man, who  asked  her  where  she  had  been  1  she 
very  distinctly  answered.  He  did  not  remark 
the  little  man,  but  she  continued  to  do  so.  As 
she  was  passing  the  bridge,  he  summoned  her 
for  the  last  time  ;  she  refusing  to  answer 
him,  he  told  her  with  a  menacing  look,  she 
should  be  four  days  blind  and  dumb,  then  he  dis- 
appeared. 

She  hastened  to  her  apartment,  threw  herself 
on  her  bed,  unable  to  open  her  eyes,  or  to  pro- 
nounce a  word.  She  appeared  to  understand  all 
that  was  said,  but  could  not  answer  but  by  signs. 
Every  thing  was  tried  for  her  recovery  by  the 
family  ;  all  was  in  vain.  She  could  not  swallow 
the  medicines  ordered  for  her.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  the  fourth  day,  she  arose  in  tolerably 
good  health,  and  narrated  what  had  happened 
to  her. — Mag.  zuin  Erfahrungsscelcnkunde,  Vol. 
II.  part  2,  p.  14. 

At  Bisaccio,  near  Naples,  Manso  often  dis- 
puted with  Tasso  concerning  a  familiar  spirit, 
which  he  pretended  conversed  with  him  ;  M. 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  persuade  him  the  whole 
was  the  illusion  of  a  disturbed  imagination  ;  he 
strenuously  maintained  the  reality  of  what  he 
asserted,  and  to  convince  M.  desired  him  to  be 
present  at  one  of  the  conversations.  M.  met 
him  next  day  ;  while  they  were  in  discourse, 
suddenly  he  observed  Tasso  kept  his  eyes  fixed 
on  a  window,  and  remained  immoveable  ;  M. 
called  him  by  name,  but  received  no  answer;  at 
last  Tasso  cried  out,  '  There  is  the  friendly 
spirit  ;  look  !  you  will  be  convinced  of  all  I  have 
said.' 

Manso  looked,  saw  nothing  but  the  sunbeams 
darting  through  the  window,  cast  his  eyes  all 
over  the  room,  but  could  perceive  nothing;  was 
just  g-oing  to  ask  Tasso  where  the  spirit  was, 
when  Tasso  spoke  with  great  earnestness,  some- 
times questioning  the  spirit,  sometimes  answer- 
ing, in  such  a  pleasing  manner,  and  elevated  ex- 
pressions, M.  listened  with  admiration,  and  had 
no  inclination  to  interrupt  him.  At  last  the  un- 
common conversation  ended  with  the  departure 
of  the  spirit,  as  appeared  by  Tasso's  words,  who, 
turning  to  M.  asked  him  if  bis  doubts  were  re- 
moved. M.  was  more  amazed  than  ever,  and 
waved  further  conversation  on  the  subject. — 
(See  Med.  Int.  p.  91,  84.) 


Examination  of  strictures  in  New-England  Journal 
and  North  American  R,eview,  on  Essays  on  Fever,  &c. 
by  Drs.  Miner  and  Tully,  is  just  published  at  Middle- 
town,  (Conn.) 


At  the  hospital,  the  woman  who  suffered  am- 
putation Dec.  15,  on  account  of  a  scrofulous 
knee,  had  hemorrhage  next  day  ;  the  stump  was 
therefore  undressed.  The  end  of  the  bone 
seems  fungous,  the  muscles  somewhat  shrunk 
from  it  and  pale. 

Dec.  23,  a  boy  aged  12,  with  hernia  of  the 
brain,  was  brought  to  the  hospital  from  Newton  ; 
he  had  been  trepanned  17  days  before,  for  frac- 
ture from  a  blow  from  a  revolving  crank. — Dec. 
27,  the  hernia  is  considerably  larger;  his  coun- 
tenance is  more  sallow;  he  is  beginning  to  re- 
cover the  power  of  speech.  (See  Med.  Int.  p. 
118,  col.  2.) 

Dec.  20,  a  man  aged  40,  in  a  fall,  received  a 
blow  on  the  left  temple. — Dec.  23,  symptoms  of 
depression  appeared  ;  4,  p.  m.  he  was  trepanned 
on  the  seat  of  the  blow,  the  dura  mater  was  punc- 
tured as  it  protruded  upward :  no  effusion  of 
consequence  followed.  He  died  Dec.  25,  even- 
ing. Dec.  27,  1,  P.  M.  a  considerable  coagu- 
lum  was  found  2  inches  behind  the  perforation, 
a  smaller  one  on  the  opposite  side,  and  a  larger 
one  under  it  and  the  dura  mater. 

Dec.  26,  a  man,  by  a  fall  on  the  ice,  broke 
the  outer  condyle  of  the  humerus,  and  the  outer 
angle  of  the  olecranon. — Dec.  27,  a  man  suffer- 
ed the  operation  for  lachrymal  fistula  of  the  left 
side. 

WEEKLY   REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN    BOSTON,  ENDING     DE^ 
CEMBER  25,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Dec. 
18 


Age 
24 

28 

17  days 

37 
52 

40 


Hosea  Jones, 

Coltman, 

Ruth  B.  Boutelle, 
20     Elijah  T.  Farnham, 
Bill  Rose, 
George  W.  Hamilton, 

22  Mary^Nerton, 
Jeremiah  Mahony, 

23  James  Magee, 
Frothingham, 

24  Alexander  McGibbrey,  45 

25  Patrick  Montague  28 
Elizabeth  Simpson  12  mo. 
Ellen  Matilda  Waters,  4  weeks 
Pronk, 

Mary  Peters,  10  mo. 

Consumption  2,  lung-  fever  1,  dropsy  1,  cutaneous 
disease  1,  dropsy  of  the  chest,  and  inflammation  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels  1,  accidental  1,  stillborn  3. 


Mrs.  ,  aet.  31  years,  under  consumption  of 

the  lungs,  &,c.  complained  many  days  previous 
to  death  of  violent  pain  in  her  bowels,  sat  in  a 
posture    like  one  afflicted  with    painter's  colic. 

Tubercles  were  found  over  the  whole  of  the 
right  lungs;  the  left  lungs  exhibited  a  body  of 
corruption,  and  adhered  to  the  ribs  ;  the  heart 
was  very  small,  with  a  preternatural  cyst;  the 
caul  was  contracted  into  a  ligament,  1  inch  wide, 
extending  from  the  breast-bone  to  the  symphy- 
sis  of  the  pubis  ;  the  intestines  resembled  the 
surface  of  a  roughly  shaved  board. 

February,  1810. 


Strangulated  Inguinal  Hernia. 

TOMORROW  will  be  published  at  this  office,  Ope- 
ration for  Strangulated  Inguinal  Hernia, 
from  ttie  Treatise  by  Sir  Jlslley  Cooper,  Bart.  Price 
12  1-2  cts.  dec.  30. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER  : 
Edited  by  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  m.  i>. — Published  weekly 
by  John  Cotton,  Proprietor,  (to  whom  all  Communi- 
cations must  be  directed,  post-paid,)  at  two  dollars  a 
year,  payable  in  advance,  for  six  months  or  a  year. — 
Subscriptions  received  at  his  Office,  No.  47,  Marlboro1- 
Street,  corner  of  Franklin-Street,  or  at   the    Bookstore, 

same  No.  

printing,  in  all  its   various   branches,  neatlt 
executed  as  above.  . 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER 


SUFFICIT  SI  aUID  FIAT    INTELLIGAMUS,    ETSr  &UO  MODO  FIAT  IGNOREMUS. — CICERO. 


Vol.  I. 


TUESDAY,    JANUARF  6,    1024. 


No.  34. 


Hemorrhage. — By  Dr.  Luther  TicHr;oR,  Salis- 
bury, Conn. 
E.  I.  aged  2  years,  of  healthy  parents,  with- 
out any  previous  indisposition,  was  observed  to 
have  discoloration  of  the  forehead,  resembling  a 
contusion.  Very  soon,  similar  spots,  though 
much  smaller,  were  observed  on  the  body  and 
extremities.  After  continuance  of  this  state  a 
week,  I  found  her  pulse  small,  and  so  frequent 
it  was  difficult  to  count  it ;  strength  not  impair- 
ed ;  appetite  tolerable  ;  bowels  regular ;  some 
heat  of  the  skin  at  night ;  restlessness,  and  occa- 
sionally pain.  The  spot  on  the  forehead  had 
extended  to  the  eyelids,  and  adjoining  cellular 
substance,  with  such  tumour,  as  to  almost  close 
the  eye.  The  colour  varied  from  a  bright  red 
to  an  indigo.  No  pain  was  occasioned  by  pres- 
sure. Bloody  mucus  constantly  dribbled  from 
the  mouth  and  nose.  Camphor,  opium,  bark, 
and  aromalics  were  recommended. 

In  5  days,  the  smaller  spots  had  disappeared  ; 
the  larger  ones  faded  and  contracted  ;  discharge 
from  the  mouth  and  nose  increased.  She  plays, 
and  eats  well.  3  days  later,  hard,  bloody  tu- 
mours re-appear  on  the  head  and  trunk  ;  abdo- 
men is  tumid;  she  moves  with  more  difficulty 
than  usual;  pulse,  the  same  as  formerly;  she 
is  playful.  Treatment,  tonics,  bark,  rhu- 
barb, at  night,  and  castor-oil  in  the  morning,  if 
necessary.  Three  days  later. — She  seemed 
convalescing  very  fast  since  my  last  visit;  the  dis- 
coloration has  almost  disappeared,  until  this 
evening,  when  profuse  hemorrhage  speedily  ter- 
minated her  existence. 

The  day  after  death,  I  examined  the  body 
with  Dr.  H.  F.  and  a  number  of  students.  There 
was  considerable  effused  blood  under  the  anteri- 
or and  superior  part  of  the  scalp,  in  some  places 
coagula  of  very  great  firmness.  The  brain  ex- 
hibited no  unusual  appearances,  except  very 
strong  adhesions  of  the  dura  mater  to  the  parie- 
tal bones.  There  were  small  effusions  under 
the  investing  membrane  of  the  lungs,  very 
like  those  on  the  surface  of  the  body ;  the 
lungs  appeared  otherwise  healthy.  The  right 
auricle  was  so  large,  thick,  hard,  and  inflamed, 
as  scarcely  to  resemble  this  organ  in  a  sound 
state.  The  left  auricle  was  pale,  not  larger 
than  in  a  fully  grown  fetus.  The  abdominal 
viscera  presented  the  same  appearances  as  the 
pleura  and  surface  of  the  body.  The  superior 
portion  of  the  intestines  was  moderately  filled 
with  blood,  doubtless  immediately  before  death. 

Fractured  and  depressed  portions  of  skull ;  wound- 
ed blood-vessels,  meninges  and  brain.  By  Ama- 
sa  Trowbridge,  M.  D.  Watertozvn,  Jefferson 
Co.  MY. 

In  1813,  a  soldier  of  the  9th  regt.  Infantry,  in 
the  engagement  between  the  American  and 
British  troops,  at  Chrystler's  fields,  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  received  a  wound  by  a  musket-bail, 
passing  into  the  left  portion  of  the  parietal  bone, 
a  little  behind  the  squamous  suture  ;  fracturing 
and  tearing  up  this  bone  an  inch  in  width,  to  the 
coronal  suture.  The  meninges  were  lacerated 
and  pierced  with  fragments  of  bone  ;  portions  of. 


the  cerebrum  protruded  out  of  the  wound.  He 
was  found  delirious,  and  extremely  feeble  by 
loss  of  blood.  Lint  and  compresses  were  ap- 
plied, supported  by  bandage. 

As  the  troops  Were  retreating,  he  with  other 
wounded  men  were  removed  to  the  American 
side  of  the  river.  In  a  few  hours,  I  examined 
the  wound,  with  Dr.  Lovell.  On  removing  the 
dressings,  coagulated  blood,  &c,  a  strong  jet  of 
blood  took  place  from  a  branch  of  the  internal 
carotid,  within  the  meninges.  Portions  of  bone 
were  driven  into  the  brain.  After  removing 
these,  the  bleeding  artery  was  brought  to  view, 
and  tied,  the  wound  dressed  by  adhesive  straps, 
compresses  and  bandage.  The  patient  was  car- 
ried next  day  in  a  boat  to  French  Mills,  and 
placed  in  the  general  Hospital.  I  know  not  the 
result. 

Oct.  1320,  Whitney,  set.  29  years,  by  accident 
fell  in  a  mill,  head  first,  22  feet,  on  a  rock.  The 
left  portion  of  the  parietal  bone",  near  the  fron- 
tal, was  much  fractured  and  depressed.  Fis- 
sures extended  in  every  direction.  By  the  tre- 
phine, several  pieces  of  bone  were  removed, 
and  others  raised.  There  was  free  discharge  of 
the  brain.  He  was  insensible  30  days  ;  he  was 
bled  during  this  time  120  oz. ;  other  antiphlogis- 
tic remedies  were  used.  He  entirely  recover- 
ed in  three  months;  several  pieces  of  bone  ex- 
foliated during  this  time. 

In  1822,  Weastcoal,  of  this  county,  aged  22, 
received  a  blow  by  a  heavy  piece  of  timber, 
fracturing  and  depressing  the  right  parietal 
bone,  from  the  coronal  suture  to  the  occiput,  2 
inches  broad  :  several  pieces  were  depressed 
quite  into  the  brain.  With  the  trephine,  I  rais- 
ed and  removed  large  portions  of  bone  :  profuse 
hemorrhage  followed  from  the  substance  of  the 
brain.  The  jet  of  blood  extinguished  a  candle 
held  at  some  distance  from  the  head.  I  tied  the 
artery  ;  this  ligature  was  soon  thrown  off,  as  was 
a  second  ligature.  A  pledget  restrained  the 
bleeding.     The  scalp  was  brought  over  and    se 


cured  by^adhesive  straps,  &,c.  3d  day,  the  lint 
was  taken  out,  the  antiphlogistic  treatment  was 
rigorously  pursued.  The  patient  was  insensible 
during  the  operation,  and  for  eight  days  ;  per- 
fect recovery  followed. 

December,  1823,  a  lad,  aet.  5  years,  frll  on  a 
piece  of  iron.  He  had  a  small  wound  through 
the  integuments  over  the  frontal  sinus,  and  a 
general  swelling  over  the  bone,  to  some  por- 
tions of  the  face.     In  a  few   days  this   subsided, 


nostrils;  coldness  of  the  extremities.  All  his 
symptoms  indicated  approach  of  death.  I  re- 
moved eleven  pieces  of  bone  ;  some  were  in  the 
brain.  This  lad  suffered  by  inflammation;  2  oz. 
of  water,  mixed  with  pus,  fiowed  out.  He  died 
in  a  few  days. 

In  my  note-book,  are  36  cases,  I  attended,  of 
fractured  and  depressed  portions  of  skull,  fron- 
tal, parietal,  or  temporal  bones,  which  required 
the  trephine  or  Hey's  saw.  In  several  of  the 
cases,  the  meninges  were  divided,  and  portions 
of  brain  passed  through  ;  in  no  instance,  fungus 
of  the  brain  followed  ;  in  all,  perfect  recoveries 
followed.  I  never  have  seen  recovery  from  in- 
jury and  exposure  of  the  posterior  portion  of 
the  meninges  and  brain. 

Anthrax. — It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  it  in  its 
first  appearance  from  common  phlegmonous  tu- 
mours. When  situated  on  parts  exposed  to  the 
air,  it  is  a  crusty,  itching,  phagedenic  ulcer; 
some  pustules  appear,  small  as  millet-seed.  The 
crust  is  ashy,  is  fixed  to  the  base  of  the  part  af- 
fected. The  parts  around  are  inflamed,,  and 
dark ;  the  danger  is  great  when  they  are  livid  ; 
red  and  yellow  appearance  is  more  preferable. 
A  successful  application,  is  a  compress  saturat-. 
ed  with  muriate  of  mercury,  4  gr. ;  in  water,  3  i. 

Anthrax  on  other  parts  of  the  body,  is  at  first 
prominent,  penetrates  deeper  into  the  adipose 
substance,  and  occasions  high  inflammation  and 
pain  ;  after  a  few  days,  rupture  of  the  skin  takes 
place  in  several  places,  and  pus,  and  fragments 
of  sphacelated  adipose  panicidus  are  discharged. 
When  suppuration  commences,  divide  the  in- 
teguments quite  to  the  muscle  with  a  scalpel, 
and  cover  the  diseased  portion  with  the  solution, 
using  occasionally  a  cataplasm  of  rye-meal. — 
Give  small  calomel  powders,  and  the  stimulant 
and  tonic  medicines  as  in  the  other  cases  of  de- 
bility. Where  there  are  large  sphacelated  por- 
tions and  much  discharge,  the  strength  of  the 
solution  may  be  increased. 


Inflammation  of  the  liver. — By  Dr.  George  W. 
Gale,  New-Market,  JV.  H. 

M.  Smith  died  in  New-Market,  Oct.  20,  1819, 
aged  35,  of  hepatitis,  which  he  had  3  years. — 
The  right  side  of  the  abdomen  began  to  be  very 
large  3  months  before  death;  he  had  pain  from 
his  right  side,  to  the  shoulder  and  clavicle,  no 
cough  ;  he  was  feverish  and  relaxed  the  last  of 
his  sickness. 

Oct.  21,  we  found  the  liver  adhering  to  the  dia- 
phragm throughout  the  surface    of  contact,  and 


and  be  pursued  his  amusements  as  usual;  no  in  many  places  to  the  intestines.  The  liver  oc- 
cupied both  hypochondres,  epigastrium,  and,  by 
pressing  against  the  diaphragm,  the  greater  part 
of  the  thorax.  The  right  lungs  were  not  more 
than  one  tenth  as  large  as  the  left.  The  liver 
and  its  contents  weighed  27^  lb. ;  when  tapped, 
it  discharged  20  lb.  10  oz.  of  pus.  When  empty, 
the  liver  was  thicker  than  usual,  and  darkly  pur- 
ple. 


phvsician  was  called  ;  discharge  was  kept  up  at 
the  wound  for  3  weeks.  In  14  days  from  the 
accident,  he  complained  of  extreme  pain  in  the 
head,  followed  by  regular  paroxysms  of  fever. 
A.  physician  was  called  ;  he  treated  him  for  in- 
termittent fever.  At  the  end  of  6  weeks,  I  found 
his  head  and  face  much  swollen,  senses  impair- 
ed. He  was  in  a  state  of  wakefulness  and  rage. 
The  cellular  substance  of  the  abdomen,  and  va- 
rious parts  of  the  body  were  swelled.  There 
was  appearance  of  emphysema,  particularly 
over  the  vertebra  ;  a  sanious  discharge  from  the 


Narrative  of  the  cure  of  Miss  (^Conner,  miu,  ia  the 
convent  of  New-Hall,  near  Chelmsford.  En?.— a  refu- 
tation of  the  ntunerous  false  reports  and  misrepresent*- 
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lions  ;  to  defend  truth,  and  vindicate  the  respectable  in- 
habitants of  jYcic-Hall  from  groundless,  ill-natured  cal- 
umny ;  by  J.  Badeley,  M.  ]j.  protestant  physician  to 
3d  edition,  1823. 
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the  convent 

Dec.  7,  1820,  Miss  O'C.  aged  30,  was  sudden- 
attacked,  without  evident  cause,  with  pam  in 


the 


ua: 


of 


right    thumb,    which    rapidly  in- 


creased,   succeeded    by   swelling    of  me  whole 
hand  and  arm,  to  the    elbow.     It    soon   became 
red,  and  painful  to  the  touch.     Mr.  Barlow,  the 
skilful  surgeon  to  the  convent,  applied  leeches, 
lotions,  blisters,  fomeutations,  poultices,  long  im- 
mersions in  warm  water,  and  every  thing,  judg- 
ed proper,  a  long  time,    without    much    benefit. 
One  cold   application    diminished    (he   swelling, 
but  occasioned    acute  pain    in    the    armpit    and 
mamoaa.     Leeches  were  applied  to  the   armpit, 
and  the  same  cold  lotion;  by  which,  pain  was  re- 
moved ;  the^hand  and  arm  became  bad  as  before. 
Jan.  5,  an  incision  was  made  in  the  ball  of  the 
thumb;    only    blood  followed.     Mr.  Carpue,  an 
eminent  surgeon,  from  Dean  St.  on  the   7th,  en- 
larged the  incision,  expecting  pus  ;  none  appear- 
ed.    On    the  15th,  an  incision  was  made   on  the 
back  of  the    fore-finger ;    only  blood    followed, 
with  very  little  relief.     Her  constitution  seemed 
much  affected  ;    I  prescribed  a   course  of  medi- 
cines ;    amongst  others,    mercurials,  with    much 
benefit ;   they  did  not  affect  the    salivary  glands. 
Mercurial  friction  on  the  arm,  was  continued  till 
salivation  was  excited.     The   arm,  by  this,  was 
much    reduced,   several    days.     It    flattered    us 
with  some  hope  of  recovery.     The    symptoms 
soon  returned,  as   bad  as  ever,  ["great  pain  in 
the  ball   of  the  right  thumb,  and  a  red  swelling 
of  the  whole  hand  and  arm,  to  the    elbow,  pain- 
ful to  the  touch*1]  though  the  general  health  -was 
■perfectly  re-established  ;    and  though  every  thing 
was  done  which  the    London    and    country    sur- 
geon, in  consultation,    could    snggest,    11   year. 
["  She  was  attacked  Dec.  7,  1820 ;    the  London 
surgeon  was  sent  for  Jan.  7,  1821  ;    the  swelling 
was  much  reduced    after   Jan.  15,    for  several 
days.— May  3,  1822,  the  pain  (Dr.  B.  is  told)  in- 
stantly left  her,  the  swelling  gradual!}'  subsided  ; 


Between  30  and  40  years  ago,  Mr.  Louther- 
bourg,  a  celebrated  landscape  painter,  was  im- 
pressed with  the  idea,  that  he  had  a  commission 
from  above  to  cure  diseases  !  His  door  was  con- 
sequently crowded  with  patients  all  day.  Among 
others,  I  remembered  at  that  time  to  have  heard 
the  tenant  of  a  very  respectable  clergyman,  now 
living  in  this  county,  was  one,  and  that  his  re- 
covery was  rapid  and  extraordinary.  I  wrote 
to  him  to  request  the  particulars,  and  received 
the  following. 

"  I  had  a  tenant,  afflicted  with  great  pains  and 
in  8  days,  (Dr.  B.  saw)  she  could  use  her  fingers I swellings  particularly  about  his  loins;  he  could 
a  little,  though  much  swollen  ;  it  was  some  weeks  n°t  walk  across  the  room  without  being  kept  up, 


pain  and  swelling"]  surgical  treatment  of  the 
hand  being  out  of  my  province,  I  did  not  see  her 
for  some  weeks.  May  2,  I  found  the  arm  and 
hand  as  much  swollen  and  bad  as  I  had  ever  seen 
them.  The  fingers  looked  ready  to  burst  ;  the 
wrist  was  15  inches  in  circumference.  She  had 
taken  no  medicine  for  some  weeks. 

May  3d,  she  went  through  (Dr.  B.  was  told) 
the  process  prescribed  by  the  Prince.  Mass  be- 
ing nearly  ended,  8,  A.  M.  not  finding  the  imme- 
diate relief  she  expected,  she  exclaimed,  "thy 
will  be  done,  oh,  Lord  !  thou  hast  not  thought 
me  worthy  of  this  cure."  Almost  immediately 
after,  she  felt  an  extraordinary  sensation  through 
the  whole  arm,  to  the  ends  of  her  fingers.  The 
pain  instantly  left  her,  in  the  chapel,  and  the 
swelling  gradually  subsided  ;  it  was  some  weeks 
before  the  hand  resumed  its  natural  size  and 
shape.  No  discharge  ever  took  place.  Now, 
Dr.  B.can  perceive  no  difference  from  the  other. 
I  did  not  see  her  from  May  2nd,  till  the  11th. 
Then  I  first  heard  of  the  application  to  the 
Prince.  She  put  her  hand  behind  her,  and  mov- 
ed her  fingers  without  pain,  and  with  considera- 
ble activity,  considering  the  degree  of  swelling; 
the  hand  and  arm  having  hitherto  been  immove- 
able, constantly  in  a  sling.  1  exclaimed,  "what 
have  you  been  doing?"—"  Nothing,"  she  said, 
"  but  following  the  instructions  of  Prince  H. 

1  folded  a  paper,  in  form  of  a  letter  ;  she  wrote 
very    legibly  her   London  surgeon's  name  on  it. 


There  have  been  many  instances  of  persons 
considered  to  be  labouring  under  great  inability, 
who  have  been  quickly  divested  of  such  state, 
on  the  occurrence  of  impulses  which  would  be 
inefficient  towards  persons  not  enfeebled  by  suf- 
fering, or  indulgence.     (See  Med.  Int.  p.  115.) 

A  young  man,  named  Fletcher,  from  mere 
indulgence,  laid  abed  18  hours  daily,  till  he 
could  not  stand.  Then  he  was  bedrid  17  years, 
except  removal  from  one  bed  to  another.  While 
he  was  riding  in  his  bed,  on  a  cart,  the  animals 
ran  away;  he  jumped  on  his  feet  to  save  his 
life,  and  afteward  became  a  useful  citizen. 


before  the  hand  resumed  its  natural  size  and 
shape."  How  much  of  this  time,  from  Dec.  7, 
1820,  was  she  following  the  advice  of  the  sur- 
geons in  consultation?  Did  she  repeat  the 
measure  by  which  the  swelling  tvas  much  re- 
duced after  Jan.  15,  1821  ?] 

The  superior  of  the  convent  having  heard  of 
many  extraordinary  cures,  performed  by  Prince 
H.  in  Germany,  employed  a  friend  to  request  his 
assistance  ;  he  sent  the  following  : — 

FOR  THE  NOVICE,  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  3d  of  May,  at  8  o'clock,  I  will  offer,  in 
compliance  with  your  request,  my  prayers  for 
your  recovery;  offer  yours  at  the  same  time. — 
Having  made  confession,  and  communicated  with 
that  evangelic  fervency,  devotion,  and  entire 
faith  which  we  owe  to  our  Redeemer  Jesus 
Christ.  Stir  up  from  the  bottom  of  your  heart 
the  divine  virtues  of  true  repentance,  christian 
charity,  unbounded  belief  that  your  prayers  will 
be  favourably  received,  and  steadfast  resolution 
to  lead  an  examplary  life,  that  you  may  contin- 
ue in  grace.     Accept  the  assurance  of  my  regard. 

PRINCE  ALEXANDER  HOHENLOHE. 

Bamberg,  March  16,  1822. 
Miss  O'Conner's  general  health   being   re-es- 
tablished, [notwithstanding  "  \\  year  of  constant 


My  sister,  Lady  D.  desired  me  to  bring    him   to 


FAULTS  OF  MEDICAL  MEN. 
When  eminence  is  attained  by  fortunate  events, 
not  by  real  merit,  the  individuals  thus  elevated 
do  not  serve  as  extensively  as  possible  those 
committed  to  their  care,  from  want  of  informa- 
tion, and  exhibit  haughty  indifference,  or  oppo- 
sition, to  any  thing  tending  to  advance  the  'sci- 
ence of  medicine.  They  are  "jealous  of  im- 
provements, and  hostile  to  improvers. — The 
internal  monitor  whispers,  it  was  not  by  knowl- 
edge they  rose,  but  by  knowledge  they  may  sink. 
It  is  the  constant  expedient  of  dulness  to  per- 
suade the  world,  men  of  genius  are  deficient  in 
judgment;  though  it  be  certain  that  persons  re- 
markable for  devising  new  means  of  relieving 
distress,  and  removing  uncertainty,  have  been 
most  acute  in  discerning  the  real  relations  of 
things.  Crafty  mediocrity  treasures  up  the 
spoil  of  the  credulous." 

Medical  men  who  despair  of  making  much 
proficiency  in  the  art  of  healing,  are  apt  to  turn 
their  talents  to  the  art  of  pleasing. 

Scanty  services  have  been  rendered  to  medi- 
cine, by  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  most  ample 
professional  emoluments,  and  most  fashionable 
reputation.  "  If  a  physician  has  attained  great 
eminence  without  having  made  some  assignable 
improvement  in  physic,  he  may  be  set  down  as 
the  narrow-minded  creature  of  artifice,  or  the 
spoiled  child  of  chance." 

For  want  of  more  general  diffusion  of  a  spirit 
of  investigation,  a  large  proportion  of  the  medi- 

th 


her  house   in  Tenterden  St.  Hanover  Sq.    that  cal  profession  content    themselves   with   certain 
she  might  send  him  to  Mr.  L.  who  lived  at  Ham   '  va"ue  ldeaS  of  the  VirtueS  °f  medicine'  often    a3 


mersmith-terrace.  Next  day  she  sent  us  in  a 
coach  to  Hammersmith-terrace.  Mr.  L.  looking 
steadfastly  at  him,  said,  '  I  know  your  complaint, 
Sir;  look  at  me  !'  They  continued  looking  at 
each  other  some  minutes;  then  L.  asked  him  if 
he  did  not  feel  some  warmth  about  his  loins? 
He  answered,  'I  do.'  'Then,'  said  he,  'you 
will  feel,  in  a  few  minutes,  much  greater  warmth 
about  your  loins.'  My  tenant,  after  a  short 
pause,  said,  '  I  feel  a  warmth  now  about  my 
loins,  as  if  a  person  was  pouring  boiling  water 
upon  them.'  L.  continued  looking  at  him  full 
iu  the  face  two  or  three  minutes,  and  then  said, 
'  go,  discharge  your  coach,  and  walk  back  to 
T.St.'      The    coach -pas    discharged;     to  T. 


St.  we  walked,  a  distance  of  4  miles.  My  ten- 
ant offered  L.  ten  pounds,  but  he  would  not 
take  a  farthing.  The  next  day,  my  tenant  and 
I  walked  the  streets  of  London  4  or  5  hours,  and 
returned  to  Tenterden  St.  without  being  tired. 
"  Do  not  publish  my  name  ;  it  would  subject  me 
to  receiving  many  letters,  which  1  have  not 
time  or  inclination  to  answer. 

"  June  30,  1822.  S.  R." 


remote  as  possible  from  accuracy  ;  hence  medi- 
cines possessed  of  no  claim  but  antiquity,  retain 
place  in  the  pharmacopoeia.  It  is  possible  to 
practice  medicine  in  a  way  which  shall  neither 
hazard  reputation  nor  popularity;  nothing  but 
the  patient. 


Bristol,  Eng. 


THOS.   BEDDOES,  M.  D. 


MUSCULAR  CONTRACTION. 
In  all  animals  there  are  two  distinct  kinds  of 
muscles,  the  one  affecttng  motions  absolutely 
necessary  to  life,  when  volition  is  suspended,  as 
in  sleep,  and  the  various  modifications  of  coma; 
the  other  enables  the  creature  to  change  its  po- 
sition. The  most  perfect  example  of  a  muscle 
acting  unremittingly,  independent  of  the  will,  is 
unquestionably  the  heart ;  its  disorderly  func- 
tions seem  referrible  to  the  nervous  system,  not 
to  its  muscular  structure.  The  locomotive  mus- 
cles, while  balanced  by  nervous  influence,  are 
completely  subservient  to  the  will.  They  can 
no  more  be  weary  of  labour,  than  the  heart  can 
cease  pulsation  from  lassitude.  They  act  with 
more  activity,  when  the  nerves  are  exhausted. 
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The  terms  uneasiness,  lassitude,  k.c.  are  inap- 
plicable in  the  doctrine  of  physiology,  but,  from 
a  kind  of  necessity  are  resorted  to,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  language. 

No  state  of  the  intestinal  lube,  consequent  to 
disease,  induces  the  idea  that  disease  originated 
from  weariness  of  the  circular  or  longitudinal 
muscles.  Yet  such  conclusion  would  be  as  just 
as  that  disease  may  arise  from  a  tired  state  of 
the  muscles  of  respiration  or  locomotion. 

Four  children  of  one  family,  at  the  age  of  9 
or  10  months,  lost  all  locomotive  power;  the 
muscles  themselves  remain  in  whatever  position 
they  are  placed.  There  is  a  gradual  wasting  of 
the  powers  of  the  mind.  One  child  has  passed 
the  age  of  puberty.  In  these  children,  the  mus- 
cles generally  which  produce  mixed  motion,  as 
those  of  expression,  &.c.  are  unchanged  ;  the  fa- 
cial muscles  continue  their   accustomed    effects, 


Leather-Coat  Jack,  for  a  pot  of  porter,  would 
lie  on  the  street  pavements,  and  allow  a  heavy 
carriage  to  run  over  him  in  any  place  but  his 
neck.  The  cockne3's  enjoyed  the  spectacle  a 
long  while,  till  he  died  by  disease,  not  brought 
on,  it  was  conjectured,  by  bodily  injury.  Ho 
was  dissected  by  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter;  the  appear- 
ance of  muscular  strength  was  astonishing,  in  the 
form  of  the  muscles,  and  processes  of  the  bones. 

Boxers,  and  professional  pugilists,  receive  the 
most  severe  blows  without  injury,  by  the  habit 
of  sudden  and  powerful  exertion  of  the  muscles, 
by  which  blows  are  repelled. 

By  constant  exercise,  movements  produce 
habit,  and,  when  induced,  continue  without  ex- 
ertion of  the  will.  The  musician's  fingers  some- 
times continue  to  move  after  he  has  fallen  asleep. 

Some  people  are  alwajs  slow;  some  drawl, 
and  others  speak  unintelligibly  from    quickness. 


command  the  lips,  elevate  the  eyelid,  and  move   These  last  may  be   corrected.     Drones    cannot 
the  jaw.     The  sense  of  feeling  in  every  part  of  be  made  nimble.     There  is  not  an    instance    on 


their  bodies,  is  as    complete    as    ever. 

Most  nerves  of  the  long  muscles  supply  the  in- 
teguments that  cover  them. — Would  it  be  a  false 


record   of  a  man  habitually  slow,  becoming  dis- 
tinguished for  the  rapidity  of  his  movements. 
In  the  2nd    month    of  gestation,  the    muscles 


assumption  to    suppose  the  skin  an  expansion  of  are  perfectly  distinguishable,  but    do  not  possess 
its  cutaneous  nerves  ?  I  any  properties,  by  which  they  are  characterized 


The  strength  of  a  muscle  depends  on  the  num- 
ber and  strength  of  its   longitudinal    and    trans- 
verse  fibres,  and  its    quantity  of  red   blood.     In 
the  fish,  red  blood  is  almost   wholly  confined    to 
the  -viscera.     Great  exertion  of  muscular  power 
is  generally  at  the  expense  of  some  other  quality. 
A  sailor  will  cling    to    a  rope  a    longer   time 
than  a  person  unused  to  such  peculiar  exercises 
of  the  superior  extremities.     From  a  great    de- 
gree of  this  exertion,  almost  total  loss  of  feeling 
ensues, — a  numbness  from  compression,  and    re- 
laxation from  rigid   contraction,  in    consequence 
of  disordered  circulation  in  the  muscle.     Heath- 
en enthusiasts,  from  a  vow,  have    carried    their 
arms  above  their  heads  through  a  long  life.    An 
American  missionary  says  one  of  them  informed 
him  that  the  sense    of  pain  he  experienced    in 
voluntarily  supporting  the  arms  in  that  position, 
solely  by  their   muscles,  for  the    first  7  months, 
was  equal  to  the  most  aggravated  bodily  misery 
he  had  ever  undergone  ;    but    after  that,  the  in- 
flammation,   cutaneous     eruptions,    &c.    ceased 
spontaneously,  and  for  14   years,    the  arms  had 
never  once  been  bent  from  the  direction  in  which 
he   had  sworn  to  carry  them.     The  missionary 
observes,  they  were  completely  anchylosed  and 
withered. 

Under  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the  leg  or 
arm,  pins  and  needles  may  be  thrust  into  them, 
with  no  other  pain  than  from  the  point  passing 
through  the  skin.  In  China,  a  mendicant,  in  the 
presence  of  a  gentleman  from  Boston,  for  a  cash, 
a  small  Chinese  coin,  stuck  a  razor  into  his 
scalp,  and  walked  away  with  it  in  his  head,  de- 
claring, in  broken  English,  "  it  no  ache."  In 
contraction,  muscles  suffer  blows  and  amaziug 
pressure,  without  injury.  A  lover  may  be  broke 
over  the  arm,  by  a  blow,  which,  without  strong 
action,  and  preparation  of  the  muscles,  would 
shatter  the  bone.  Men  and  animals  generally, 
when  preparing  for  a  blow,  curl  the  neck,  and 
make  every  muscle  rigid. 

A  blow  that  does  no  injury,  nor  even  leaves 
pain,  when  we  are  enraged,  would  disable  us 
for  months,  if  given  when  we  are  in  an  easy 
state  of  relaxation.  A  young  man,  sn  London, 
a   few   years   ago,  who  went    by  the    name   of 


in  the  adult.  Their  colour  is  greyish,  but 
streaks  of  red  show  the  commencement  of  vas- 
cularity. In  infancy  and  youth,  the  muscles  in- 
crease in  length  more  than  in  volume.  From 
this  cause,  we  readily  account  for  the  beautiful 
proportion  in  the  limbs  of  }'oung  ladies,  and  the 
manly  dignity  of  young  men  in  the  earlier  years 
of  manhood.  In  old  age,  the  fat  that  distended 
the  surface,  is  gradually  absorbed — the  fascia 
ceases  to  support  the  contractions  of  the  mus- 
cles. With  age,  the  muscles  lessen,  grow  pale, 
become  flaccid  and  unsteady. 


Recent  Graduates  in  Berkshire  Med.  Institution. 
— Robt.  Campbell,  Pittsfield,  Mass,  who  defended 
a  dissertation  on  Variola :  John  L.  Barker,  Adams, 
Mass.    on    Hydrocephalus    Acutus :     Henry    D. 
Chapman,  Egremont,  Mass.    on  Emetics  :    Solo- 
mon G.  Cushman,  New-Gloucester,  Me.  on  Eme 
tics:  Jonathan  Day,  Dalton,  Mass.  on  the  Physi 
ology  of  the  Placenta:    and    Jeremiah    Foster, 
Putney,  Vt.  on  Haemoptysis. 


All  atrocious  murders  committed  by  lunatics 
have  been  perpetrated  under  a  sudden  hal- 
lucination, which  excites  their  rage.  Such 
facts  are  extremely  rare ;  hence  the  prob- 
ability of  an  incorrect  report.  Sometimes  the 
hallucination  is  a  vague  fancy  of  grievous  inju- 
ry or  affront  to  them  by  the  person  against  whom 
their  malice  ie  directed.  Often  the  cause  of 
anger  is  studiously  concealed  ;  hence  the  opin- 
ion that  the  paroxysm  arises  independently  of 
anv  such  fancy. — Insane  people  sometimes  ac- 
quire the  habit  of  concealing  their  impressions, 
particularly  if  frequently  questioned  respecting 
them  ;  it  requires  art  and  address  to  bring  them 
to  the  subject  without  putting  them  on  their  guard. 

ECSTACY. 

T.  R.  aged  14,  of  melancholic  temperament, 
dark  hair  and  eyes,  delicate  constitution,  good 
talents,  was  for  some  time  under  great  anxiety, 
in  consequence  of  finding  himself  scarcely  able 
to  perform  the  tasks  allotted  to  his  class  in 
school ;  he  exerted  himself  with  great  eager- 
ness. One  day  in  Feb.  1821,  on  going  out,  soon 
after  breakfast,  with   his   school-mates,  he   ex- 


claimed  somebody   was    beating    his    head  :   he 
staggered  and  fell ;    his  companions  led  him  into 
the  house.     The    paroxysm    continued    several 
hours,  and  was  the  prelude  to  a  series  of  similar 
attacks,  generally  towards  the  early  part  of  the 
day  ;    in  the  afternoon  they  left  him  nearly  free 
from  appearance  of  disease.     He  was  aware    of 
their  approach,  and  used  to   say  he  perceived  a 
mist,  or  darkness,  before    his    eyes,  and    it    was 
then  going  oif.     He  then  immediately  fell    into 
reverie,  and  became  more    or    less   unconscious 
of   external    impressions.       During    the    fit    he 
sometimes  repealed  lessons,  which  he  had  gone 
through    in    school,    evidently   fancying  he  was 
saj'ing  them    to  his  tutor.     Sometimes   he     fan- 
cied himself  playing  on  a  flute,  and    blew    and 
moved  his  fingers,  though  he  had  nothing  in  his 
hand.     The  movements    of  his  fingers    corres- 
ponded with  the  notes  of  the  tune  he    supposed 
himself  to  be  playing  :  if  a  flute  was  put  into  his 
hands  he  would  use  it.     Occasionally   he  called 
to  boys,  whom  he  fancied  he  heard  accompany- 
ing him,  and  told  them  the}'  were  playing  out  of 
tune.     Sometimes  he  seemed  pla}'ing  at  cricket, 
and  ran    after    the    ball.     When    he    came  to  u. 
wall,  he    would    run  up  against  it ;    and,  though 
stopped,  would  still   continue  to  move  his   arms 
and  legs,  as  if  running,  being  unawares  that  his 
progress  was  arrested. 

Once  or  twice  he  repeated  a  long  conversa- 
tion he  had  held  with  his  father  three  years  be- 
fore, on  a  subject  which  interested  him  much. 
His  father,  who  had  come  to  the  school  to  see 
him,  heard  it,  and  remembered  the  occasion  on 
which  it  had  taken  place.  In  these  conversa- 
tions he  made  pauses,  during  which  he  appear- 
ed to  hear  replies.  He  often  had  his  eyes  open- 
ed and  fixed,  when  it  was  evident  he  did  not 
perceive  objects,  yet  had  power  of  perception, 
when  by  exertion,  he  directed  his  attention  to 
external  circumstances.  When  he  played  on  a 
flute,  several  boys  were  desired  to  accompany 
him,  or  play  to  him  ;  he  evidently  heard  and  lis- 
tened to  them.  If  any  body  attempted  to  inter- 
rupt his  reverie,  he  would  sometimes  scream 
out,  and  express  great  impatience. 

After  remaining  in  this  state   some   hours,  he 
started  suddenly  with  a  general  movement  of  the 
body,  and  immediately  recovered  his   usual  con- 
sciousness.      He    never    retained    the    slightest 
trace  of  any  occurrence  which  took    place   dur- 
ing   the    paroxysm ;    he   expressed    surprise  at 
finding  himself  in  a  different  place  from  that  in 
which  he  was  situated  at  its   commencement. — 
Once  or  twice  he  expressed  wonder  at  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour,  not  being  aware  of  the    lapse 
of  time  during- the  paroxysm.     During  the  inter- 
vals of  the  fits  he  was  impatient  of  strong  light, 
generally  slept  soundly,  once    or  twice    walked 
in  his  sleep. 

He  was  thought  to  be  somewhat  relieved  by 
having  his  head  shaved,  and  by  application  of 
leeches.  The  physician  who  has  since  attended 
him  considered  his  disorder  dependent  on  disor- 
der of  the  intestinal  canal. — He  has  subsequent- 
ly displayed  slight  symptoms  of  a  maniacal  de- 
scription.— J.  C.  Prichard,  M.  D.  Phys.  to  St. 
Peters  Hosp.  and  the  Infirmary,  Bristol,  Eng. 


Transfusion  of  blood,  was  first  tried  on  men, 
in  France,  by  Denis  and  Emmerets  in  Paris, 
1666. — Riva  and  Manfredi,  in   Italy,  tried  it  05 
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several  men,  in  1668.  Denis  published  an  ac- 
count of  his  exploits.  He  used  the  blood  of  ani- 
mals ;  he  used  two  tubes  of  silver  or  ivory, 
■with  stopcocks,  and  bent  at  one  end ;  by  the 
other  end,  the  tubes  were  fitted  to  enter  one 
another.  An  artery  in  the  animal  was  then  laid 
bare,  opened,  and  a  tube  put  in  and  tied  there. 
A  vein  in  the  arm  of  the  man  was  then  opened, 
and  as  much  blood  taken  away  as  the  experi- 
menter saw  fit ;  a  tube  was  put  in  the  vein,  tied 
there,  and  fitted  into  the  first  tube  ;  then  the 
stopcocks  were  opened,  till  as  much  blood  had 
passed  from  the  animal  into  the  man,  as  the  ex- 
perimenter saw  fit. 

The  first  experiment  was  made  June  15, 1667, 
on  a  lad,  aged  15^  years,  who,  after  many  bleed- 
ings, had  become  very  languid,  and  lost  his  mem- 
ory, which  had  been  very  strong;  he  had  become 
heavy  and  dull.  After  one  transfusion,  says  De- 
nis, he  was  cured,  became  gay  and  light,  and 
his  memory  good. 

An  experiment  was  made  Dec.  19,  on  an  in- 
sane man,  in  presence  of  professional  and  distin- 
guished persons.  Ten  oz.  of  blood  were  drawn 
from  his  arm,  and  b\  introduced  from  a  calf;  no 
change  was  produced  in  the  man.  Dec.  21,  2| 
oz.  were  drawn  from  him,  and  nearly  a  pound, 
from  the  calf,  was  introduced.  As  soon  as  the 
blood  began  to  enter,  he  felt  a  great  heat  along 
his  arm  to  the  armpit ;  his  pulse  rose  ;  soon  a 
great  sweat  flowed  down  his  face  ;  his  pulse  al- 
tered mnch  ;  he  said  his  stomach  ached,  and  that 
he  was  on  the  point  of  suffocation.  While  they 
were  immediately  withdrawing  the  tube,  he 
vomited  much  food,  taken  \  hour  before,  passed 
the  night  in  vomiting,  and  fell  asleep  for  10 
hours;  then  he  complained  of  pain  and  lassitude 
in  his  limbs,  passed  a  large  vessel  full  of  black- 
ish urine,  and  remained  all  day  very  heavy: 
slept  well,  next  night. — Dec.  23,  he  passed 
blackish  urine,  and  bled  abundantly  from  the 
nose.  He  was  better  than  usual  till  toward  the 
end  of  Jan.;    then  he  was  more  unwell 


In  the  morning,  scarce  had  he  moved  from 
the  side  of  the  bed,  when  it  became  necessary, 
on  account  of  recommencing  frenzy,- to  put  him 
into  it  again.  He  was  not  now  violent  against 
me.  As  the  seizure  seemed  only  to  come  on 
when  he  «tood  up,  I  asked,  whether  any  thing 
had  happened  to  his  feet.  The  day  but  one  be- 
fore, he  complained  of  being  pinched  by  tight 
shoes.  Four  years  ago,  he  trod  a  piece  of  glass 
into  the  right  foot,  immediately  took  it  out,  and 
had  never  since  complained  of  that  foot.  I  men- 
tioned it  as  possible  some  glass  might  have  been 
left  in  the  foot,  and  by  receiving  another  posi- 
tion from  the  pinching  of  the  shoe,  might  have 
irritated  a  nerve,  and  produced  the  seizure. — 
There  was,  near  the  ball  of  the  great  toe,  a 
small  reddish  elevation.  The  moment  I  made 
pressure  on  it,  the  seizure  returned  with  vio- 
lence ;  to  appease  the  frenzy,  in  some  degree,  1 
was  obliged  to  retire.  I  put  the  patient  into  the 
hands  of  four  stout  men.  An  incision  being 
made  on  the  elevated  place,  a  very  trifling  por- 
tion of  glass  presented  itself,  and  was  taken  out 
with  small  forceps.  Much  as  the  patient  raved 
during*  the  operation,  with  equal  suddenuess  did 
all  the  symptoms  vanish.  He  was  surprised  on 
being  told  of  all  the  senseless  things  he  had  ut- 
tered, and  begged  pardon. — Dr.  Joerdens  ap 
Huf eland.     Journ.  iv.  227. 

(See  Med.  Int.  p.  116,  col.  3.) 


SPASMS    FROM    A    SPLINTER    IN    THE    LEG. 

By  S.Robinson,  M.D.  Providence,  R.  I.  Dec.  24,  1823. 
L.  B.  B.  set.  9,  in  Camden  co.  N.  C.  23d  of 
March,  1807,  had  complained  of  painful  stiffness 
of  his  jaws,  difficulty  in  opening  his  mouth,  and 
pain  between  his  shoulders.  These  symptoms 
continued  to  increase.  On  the  26th,  he  took  a 
dose  of  jalap  and  calomel.  30th,  purge  did  not 
operate,  he  took  an  enema,  which  produced  the 


changed,  hair  cut,  &c.,gave  him  a  cathartic  of 
calomel,  an  anodyne  after  its  operation,  a  blister 
to  the  back  of  his  neck.  18th,  A.  M.  he  appears 
but  little  better.  His  grandmother  now  recol- 
lects he  stuck  a  splinter  in  his  leg  two  or  three 
weeks  before  this  attack  ;  after  the  splinter  was 
pulled  out,  he  complained  no  more  of  it,  and  the 
wound  soon  got  well.  It  was  4|  inches  above 
the  ankle,  on  the  outside  of  his  right  leg.  A 
small  scab  now  easily  came  off,  and  a  hard  tu- 
mour appeared.  Universal  spasms  followed, 
every  pressure  on  it.  I  made  a  transverse  inci- 
sion through  it,  and  applied  stimulating  dress- 
ings, snake-root,  spt.  of  turpentine,  &c. ;  inflam- 
mation and  suppuration  in  the  part  soon  follow- 
ed. 1  gave  tinct.  of  cantharides  and  of  opium, 
equal  parts  every  two  hours,  sufficient  to  excite 
and  keep  up  slight  irritation  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder;  beverage  of  wine  and  cream  of  tartar 
was  his  common  drink. 

21st. — He  is  much  better  ;  takes  a  gentle  ca- 
thartic of  calomel,  other  medicine  as  before  di- 
rected. 26th. — Tetanic  symptoms  nearly  gone  j 
he  is  recovering  very  fast.  Continues  cathartics 
as  before. 

He  soon  recovered  his  health  perfectly,  and 
gradually  his  shape.  For  21  days  during  his  ill- 
ness, his  teeth  could  not  be  separated  \  an  inch. 
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first  evacuation  since  the   23d.       He    gradually 
Imme-j  became  worse,  but  did  not   confine    himself  till 
diately  after,  a  vein  wa?  opened  in    his    foot    to  the  2d  of  April,  when  he  had    the   first    violent 
bleed    him,  and  whilst  blood  was    beginning  to!  fit,  to  be  described,    which   continued    with    the 


pass  from  the  calf  into  a  vein  of  his  arm,  he  was 
seized  with  tremour,  and  they  desisted.  He 
died  in  the  night. 


Delirium,  from  a  piece  of  glass  in  the  toe 
A  boy,  between  13  and  14,  on  the  morning  of !  and  a  tea-spoonful  of  paregoric  at  night 


slighter  ones  during  the  intervals,  regularly,  with 
much  precision  as  to  time  between  them,  but 
gradually  increasing  in  strength.  12th  April,  he 
was  considerably  debilitated  ;  he  took  two  tea- 
spoonfuls  of  tinct.  of  asafcetida  every  two  hours, 

14th 


June  14,  1788,  began  on  a    sudden   to  talk   in  a  and  15th,  he  appeared  a  little  better  in  the  fore 


very  wild  way.  By  noon  he  was  in  complete 
frenzy.  Hearing  my  name,  he  rushed  out  of 
the  hands  of  those  who  held  him,  with  intention 
to  thrust  me  out  at  the  door  with  much  abusive 
language.  He  was  soon  seized  again,  but  would 
not  bear  me  to  be  present;  he  cried,  foamed, 
stamped  and  tore  till  I  went  away.  As  little 
could  he  endure  his  father  in  the  room.  I  or- 
dered an  anodyne  and  an  antispasmodic  warm 
medicine,  of  which,  at  the  instance  of  his  sister, 
■whom  alone  he  could  bear,  he  took  several 
doses.    • 

Upon  this,  the  attack  appeared  almost  totally 
to  leave  him.  Nor  was  it  necessary  to  confine 
him  in  the  arm-chair.  He  looked  exhausted:  it 
was  proposed  to  put  him  to  bed.  Hardly  had 
he  got  on  his  feet,  when  he  began  to  rave  afresh, 
lie  was  forced  into  bed,  and  more  of  the  medi- 
cine administered.  He  soon  grew  composed, 
spoke  rationally,  and  slept  perfectly  well  the 
whole  of  the  niifht. 


part  of  the  day,  but  worse  in  the  evening 

15th  April,  I  was  called  to  attend  him,  the 
most  distressed  object  I  had  seen,  exercised  eve- 
ry 15  minutes  with  violent  convulsions,  opisthot- 
onos, jaws  locked,  catalepsy  of  his  limbs.  On 
the  attack  of  these  fits  his  attendants  were 
obliged  immediately  to  raise  him  perpendicularly 
to  liberate  his  tongue  from  his  teeth,  and  to 
prevent  the  blood  and  froth  from  strangling  him. 
These  fits  were  short,  but  every  4  or  5  minutes 
during  the  intervals,  he  had  slighter  spasms  and 
opisthotonos.  He  was  extremely  emaciated, — 
unable  to  turn,  had  no  appetite,  his  pulse  was 
100  and  small,  his  right  scapula  protuberant, 
painful  and  sore,  of  which  he  most  complained  ; 
his  chest  deformed, and  projecting  like  a  turkey's. 
He  has  had  no  stool  for  perhaps  15  days  ;  his 
skin  was  covered  with  a  miliary  eruption  ;  he 
had  worn  his  shirt  more  than  three  weeks. 

I  could  not  ascertain  that  he  had  been  exposed 
to  any  alleged  cause  of  tetanus.     I  had  his  shirt 
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28 


29 
31 
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Hannah  Gardner, 
Lydia  M.  Johnson, 
John  II.  Planless, 
Richard  B.  Taylor, 
Emeline  Adlington, 
Louisa  Bevan, 
Nancy  Jenks, 
Samuel  Harris, 
Abigail  Cowell, 
Philip  A.  Mohier, 
James  Price,  jr. 
Asahel  Stockwell, 

Munroe, 

Sutton, 

Martin, 

Paul  D.  Dean, 

Davis, 

Charles  Moran, 
Elizabeth  Purkitt, 
John  Keasewic 
McKenney, 

Abigail  Keen, 

Marshall, 

Nicholas  Marjua, 
Charles  J. 


Age 

68 
5  days 

50 


16  days 
21 

47 


4 

9  weeks 

55 

50 


Sturgis, 


38 
10 

Dysentery  2,  tremulous  delirium  1,  stillborn  5, 
drowned  1,  sudden  1,  colic  1,  fits  1,  lung  fever  1,  con- 
sumption 2. 
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Strangulated  Inguinal  Hernia. 

UST   published,    at   this   office,  Operation    for 
Strangulated  Irguinat,  Hernia,  from  the  Trea- 
tise by  Sir  JLstlty  Cooper,   Bart.      Price  12  1-2  cts. 
Jan.  6. 
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VARIOLOUS    EPIDEMIC. 

(Continued  from    page    131.) 

No  one  can  form  a  just  opinion  of  them  by  seeing 
them  a  few  hours  ;  they  must  be  watched  throughout 
the  whole  of  their  course,  which  is  the  way  in  which  I 
have  observed  them  ;  review  of  all  (he  notes  I  have 
taken,  enables  me  to  offer  this  description. 

Si  de  rebus  co7istat,  facile  de  verbis  conveniri  potest. 
"  A  man  who  believed  himself  to  have  had 
the  small  pox,  lived  12  years  as  nurse  in  our  es- 
tablishment for  inoculated  patients,  near  Nor- 
wich, continually  waiting  upon  patients  under- 
going the  disease  ;  at  the  end  of  that  time  he 
caught  small  pox,  of  which  he  died."  sutton. 
A  girl,  aged  2,  was  supposed  to  have  had  the 
small  pox,  when  prevalent  in  Norwich.  Her 
parents,  desirous  she  should  have  it,  took  her  to 
the  house  of  a  relation  where  it  existed  ;  a  fort- 
night after,  she  had  an  eruption,  which  was  at 
three  different  times  seen  by  a  most  respectable 
physician  in  this  city,  at  intervals  of  two  or  three 
days,  and  pronounced  by  him  to  be  small  pox. 
It  left  scars  on  different  parts  of  the  body  ;  a 
cluster,  nine  in  number,  were  very  observable 
when  I  was  called  to  attend  her,  mostly  circular, 
lighter  than  the  surrounding  skin,  without  de- 
pressions. Several  of  them  were  as  large  as  the 
flat  surface  of  a  split  pea.  In  July,  after  four 
days  illness,  she  had  small  pox,  which  went 
through  as  regular  a  course,  and  formed  as  large 
pustules,  as  any  moderately  severe  case  I  wit- 
nessed during  the  epidemic,  which  at  that  time 
extensively  prevailed. 

A  patient,  aged  24,  had  been  inoculated  when 
a  child,  by  a  surgeon  now  in  this  city.  The 
mother  asserts  the  child  had  a  plentiful  erup- 
tion by  the  inoculation,  and  was  ill  three  weeks; 
he  has  a  large  scar  on  the  arm.  In  June  he 
was  seized  with  small  pox,  which  went  through 
a  severe  and  regular  course,  the  pocks  being 
so  abundant  as  to  make  the  event  uncertain. - 
Some  of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  inoculated  at 
the  same  time  with  himself,  waited  on  him 
throughout  his  illness  without  inconvenience.  1 
consider  the  testimony  in  this  instance  complete. 
Instances  of  the  small  pox  occurring  twice  to 
the  same  person,  are  stated  in  Rapport  au  Com 
ite  central,  Dec.  19,  1819;  Gastellier,  Expose 
de  la  P.  verole  apres  vac.  1819  ;  M.  M.  Berard  & 
de  Lavit  sur  la  variole  &  la  varicelle  a  Monfpel 
1816 ;  P.  verole  chez  plus  de  200  vaccines  a 
Millau,  1817,  par  M.  Pougens,  M.  D.  these 
were  without  danger ;  De  la  varicelle  avec  la 
variole  a  M.  Man  par  F.  P.  Fontaneilles;  Bes 
chreibuns:  der  Menschen-pocken-seucbe,  welche 
ninden  Jahren  1814,  5,  6,  7  in  Konigreich  Wur 
temberg  geherrsht  hat,  ans  den  Acten  gezogen 
vo  J.  A.  Elsasser.  Stuttgart,  1820.  [See  p.  140. 
Of  500  vaccinated  by  me  from  April  26  to  Ju- 
ly 25,  small  pox  appeared  in  14,  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  vaccine  disease.  I  vaccinated  a 
child  six  times,  making  four  punctures  each 
time,  in  every  trial  hut  one,  using  ichor  trans 
ferred  immediately  from  a  perfect  vesicle,  the 
last  attempt  succeeding;  but  one  vesicle  was 
produced.  Of  91  vaccinated,  two  had  modified 
smallpox.     Of  420  others,  vaccinated   from  15 


years  to  a  few  weeks,  11  had  lately  suffered 
from  an  eruptive  disease,  unattended  with  dan- 
ger, seeming  in  most  of  them  modified  small  pox. 

J.  Hewett,  aged  5,  was  vaccinated  by  two 
punctures  in  each  arm,  July  25,  the  small  pox 
being  in  the  family.  August  1st,  there  were  two 
verj'  fine  vesicles  on  the  left  arm,  from  one  of 
which  I  vaccinated  three  children.  I  made  two 
fresh  incisions  on  his  right  arm,  the  first  not  hav- 
ing: taken  effect.  In  the  evening  he  was  ill  with 
fever,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  Aug.  3d.  a  slight 
oruption  began  on  the  face.  The  next  day  I  ob- 
served a  few  spots  upon  different  parts  of  the 
body,  indicating  the  commencement  of  the  vari- 
olous eruption.  The  two  vaccine  vesicles  on 
the  left  arm  were  beginning-  to  dry  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  there  was  a  plentiful  areola  around 
each,  of  two  inches  diameter,  of  different  shades, 
forming  concentric  circles.  On  the  right  arm, 
two  pimples  had  risen  in  the  situation  of  the 
last  incisions.  August  5th. — The  areolae  on  the 
left  arm  fading,  and  the  vaccine  vesicles  drying- 
info  pale-coloured  crusts.  The  general  erup- 
tion advancing-  like  regular  small  pox. 

7th. — The  areolae  have  disappeared;  the  vac- 
cine vesicles  on  the  left  arm  are  dried  into  regu- 
lar scabs.  Two  pocks  on  the  right  arm,  in  the 
situation  of  the  last  incisions,  have  assumed  the 
appearance  of  the  variolous  eruption  in  other- 
parts,  which  is  every  where  indented,  flat,  and 
characteristic  of  variola  ;  the  symptoms  are  mild, 
the  eruption  not  being  very  abundant.  The 
pocks  are  most  numerous  on  the  chest. 

Brigg's  child,  aged  5,  was  vaccinated  by  me 
in  four  places,  July  6,  with  ichor  transferred  di- 
rectly from  the  arm  of  a  healthy  child.  On  the 
morning  of  the  13th,  4  good  vesicles  had  risen, 
from  two  of  which  I  took  plentiful  ichor  on 
points.  !  observed  the  child  was  fretful  and  te- 
dious. In  the  evening  she  had  sickness  followed 
by  a  severe  convulsive  fit.  14th,  the  areola? 
were  beginning  to  form  ;  the  child  better  than 
yesterday,  but  suffering  considerably  from  fever. 
J 5th,  small  pox  appears  in  several  parts  of  the 
body.  Tha  vaccine  pocks  have  a  regular  ap- 
pearance, and  a  blush  around  them  for  f  of  an 
inch.  16th. — Areolae  have  begun  to  fade,  and  are 
less  extensive.  The  variolous  eruption  is  ad- 
vancing ;  the  child  less  feverish,  and  sitting  up. 
17th. — The  vaccine  pocks  are  drying  into  dark 
regular  scabs:  areolae  gone.  Several  hundred 
variolous  pocks,  pretty  equally  distributed  on 
the  body  and  limbs. 

Frances  Swann,  aged  1  year,  was  vaccinated 
by  me  May  18th.  On  the  25th,  there  were  4 
very  fine  vesicles;  from  some  I  inserted  ichor  in 
two  other  children,  who  had  in  consequence 
perfect  vaccine  disease. 

An  areola,  rather  less  extensive  than  usual, 
was  formed  around  the  vaccine  pocks  of  Fran- 
ces the  two  following  days.  May  28th,  an  erup- 
tion appeared  on  the  face,  and,  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  on  other  parts,  which  took  the  usual 
course  of  variola  in  subjects  so  voung. 

June  3d. — The  vaccine  pocks  have  been  re- 
tarded in  their  progress,  are  jagged  at  their 
edges,  not   yet  dried  into  scabs.     The  variolous 
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pustules  reach  to  within  i  of  an  inch  of  the 
and  are  so  numerous,  if  there  had  been  many 
more  they  most  have  been  confluent.  They 
are  fully  distended,  and  many  contain  pus.  5th- 
— The  variolous  pustules  on  the  face,  legs,  and 
thighs,  are  beginning  to  scab.  7th. — The  four 
vaccine  scabs  remain,  thick,  circular,  convex, 
and  pale.  AU  the  variolous  eruption  has  en- 
crusted, and  many  of  the  crusts  are  fallen  off. — 
1 1th. — Two  vaccine  scabs  remain.  On  this  and 
the  following  day,  nearly  all  the  variolous  scabs 
separated.  The  tender  age  of  this  child,  and 
the  abundance  of  the  eruption,  made  me  appre- 
hend danger,  and  I  thought  it  a  severe  case  of 
small  pox.  Six  months  afterwards,  I  could  only 
just  ascertain  where  the  vaccine  pocks  had 
been,  the  scars  not  being  larger  than  pin's  heads. 
The  variolous  eruption  left  several  pits  on  the 
face,  and  a  few  on  other  parts. 

William  Funnell,  aged  4,  was  vaccinated  by 
Mr.  Carter,  July  13th.  19th,  the  three  vaccine 
vesicles  were  forwarder  than  usual;  from  one  of 
them  another  child  in  the  family  was  vaccinated^ 
who  went  through  the  disease  satisfactorily,  and 
was  protected  by  it.  21st,  Mr.  Carter  found 
VVm.  Funnell  very  ill  with  fever.  The  follow- 
ing day,  his  mother  states  she  discovered  one 
pustule  in  the  evening,  but  no  general  eruption 
till  the  morning  of  the  24th.  26th,  the  vaccine 
scabs  were  hard  and  brown  ;  the  part  just  around 
them  was  the  only  surface  free  from  variolous 
eruption,  which  proved  so  abundant  the  child 
sunk  under  it  on  the  29th. 

"  In  a  family  where  one  child  was  labouring 
under  confluent  small  pox.  another  was  vacci- 
nated and  appeared  to  go  perfectly  through  the 
cow  pox  ;  when  the  surgeon  believed  the  vac- 
cine disease  completed,  before  the  scab  had  fall- 
en off,  this  child  sickened,  and  had  a  plentiful 
crop  of  distinct  variolous  pustules,  with  little  fe- 
ver; with  matter  taken  from  this  eruption,  a 
child  was  inoculated  and  died  with  the  confluent 
disease.  A  child,  in  a  family  where  one  had 
already  died  of  natural  small  pox,  was  effectual- 
ly vaccinated  ;  ichor  was  taken  from  its  arm  at  a 
proper  time,  and  three  days  afterwards  it  came 
out  with  the  small  pox;  the  child  did  well." 

The  original  Vaccine  Institution,  in  their  re- 
port of  eleven  years  experience,  published  in 
1811,  state  that  "small  pox  may  break  out  at 
any  period  within  12  days  of  inoculation  for  cow 
pock.  If  it  appear  before  the  6ih  or  7th,  the 
vaccina  is  cut  off  in  its  progress;  if  later,  the 
vaccine  pock  goes  forward  in  its  usual  course." 

At  an  early  period  of  the  epidemic,  I  saw  a 
case  of  distinct  small  pox,  that  seemed  to  pro- 
ceed regularly  as  to  duration  and  size  of  the 
eruption.  8th  day,  the  pustules  were  large  and 
full.  He  had  been  vaccinated  three  or  four 
j'ears  before,  by  an  eminent  surgeon,  who  be- 
lieved the  cow  pox  to  have  been  satisfactory. — 
Two  vaccinated  children  in  the  same  family- 
were  inoculated  from  him  without  any  effect. 

A  girl,  aged  9,  had  severe  small  pox  in  June ; 
the  eruption  was  so  numerous,  that  a  diso-ustino* 
fetor  issued  from  the  body  at  the  time  of  scab- 
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bing\  s  Numerous  pits  were  left  in  all  parts  of 
the  body.  She  had  been  vaccinated  when  one 
month  old ;  a  scar  remains  upon  the  left  arm, 
having'  several  small  indented  spots  near  the 
margin.  A  fortnight  before  she  fell  sick,  her 
brother,  ait.  10  years,  vaccinated  when  a  year 
old,  had  modified  small  pox,  which  lasted  5  days, 
and  left  a  few  minute  scars  on  the  forehead. 

In  May,  1  visited  a  child  under  severe  small 
pox.  On  the  Oth  day  of  the  eruption,  tumefac- 
tion of  the  face  closed  the  eve-lids.     The  body 


was  much  disfigured  by  pits.  She  had  been 
vaccinated  twelve  years  before  ;  the  mother 
states  several  pimples  came  on  the  right  arm  at 
the  time,  one  of  which  has  left  a  slight  scar. 
There    is  a  large  scar  from  the  vaccination  on 


large  scar  from 
each  arm,  without  foveolas. 

A  boy,  aged  7,  was  vaccinated  at  6  months. 
At  the  proper  time  ichor  was  taken  to  vaccinate 
others  with  ;  it  was  so  plentiful,  enough  was 
taken  to  vaccinate  a  great  many.  The  surgeon 
continued  his  visits  till  the  termination  of  the 
vaccine  disease.  Whilst  small  pox  was  raging, 
the  youth  was  attacked  by  fever  ;  the  surgeon 
who  attended  him,  being  sent  for,  found  the  scar 
on  each  arm  so  good  and  perfect,  he  could  not 
apprehend  small  pox.  On  the  4th  day  of  this 
attack^  small  pox  appeared,  which  proved  con- 
fluent. 1  saw  him  on  the  5th  day  of  the  erup- 
tion, which  so  covered  the  spots  where  the  vac- 
cine scars  were,  as  to  prevent  examination  of 
them.  Seven  days  after,  he  sunk  under  the  dis- 
ease. Six  other  children  frequented  the  room. 
The  eldest  had  small  pox  formerly,  and  the  rest 
had  been  vaccinated  when  six  months  old.  One 
15  years  old,  after  severe  illness,  had  10  or  12 
varioloid  pustules,  which  stood  five  daj'S. 

A  child,  aged  11,  at  'the  beginning  of  June, 
bad  the  variolous  eruption.  The  pocks  came 
out  irregularly,  in  clusters,  with  a  rash,  and  nu- 
merous petechia?.  The  motions  were  sangui- 
neous, child  torpid,  and  died  the  6th  day  from  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption.  The  mother  re- 
ported the  child  had  been  vaccinated  when  an 
infant;  as  she  removed  to  a  fresh  residence  im- 
mediately after  insertion  of  the  ichor,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease  was  watched  by  another 
medical  man,  since  deceased,  who  was  so  well 
satisfied  with  it,  he  did  not  recommend  repeti- 
tion of  the  vaccination  ;  several  small  pimples 
appeared  around  the  vaccine  pocks,  and  a  few 
broke  out  in  other  parts  of  the  arms.  On  each 
arm  was  a  large  circular  scar  with  several  fove- 
olae,  and  having  such  appearances,  Mr.  T.  Mar- 
tineau  Jun.,  myself,  and  several  other  surgeons 
who  examined  these  scars,  were  of  opinion  they 
must  have  been  produced  by  vaccine  pocks  hav- 
ing arisen  and  gone  through  their  different 
stages  in  those  situations.  A  child,  6  years  old, 
unvaccinated,  was  taken  ill  ten  clays  after  his  sis- 
ter died,  and  went  through  severe  small  pox. 

"A  surgeon,  two  years  ago,  produced  100  va- 
riolous pustules  in  a  child  vaccinated  4  or  5 
years  before.  A  child,  vaccinated  several  years, 
had  a  variolous  eruption,  from  inoculation,  leav- 
ing a  few  scars  on  the  face." 

Two  correspondents  state  that  they  saw  mild 
cases  of  small  pox  after  vaccination.  Five  cor- 
respondents mention  having  seen  1  mild  case  of 
small  pox  after  vaccination.  Eight  mention  2 
cases  of  the  same  character  ;  four  have  seen  3 
cases,  in  one  were  100  pustules;  two  specify  5 
cases,  all  mild ;  two  have  witnessed  6  cases  ;  one, 


has  seen  lOcases;  one,  16,  the  mildest  of  whichjpocks  appeared  on  each  arm,  on   the   face,  and 

arose  from  variolous  contagion,  and    the   vacci- fewer  on  the  body  and   lower  limbs;    the    rash 

nated   only   were   affected,  those  who    formerly  gone.     Most  of  these  pocks  were  circular,  char. 

had  small  pox    escaping  :    three  allude     to  some 

mild  and  modified  cases;    six  represent    several 

cases  to  have  occurred  to  them  at  different  times, 

and  one,  has  seen  great   numbers    affected  wiih 

natural   and    inoculated    small  pox,    after  being 

pronounced  safe  by  medical  men,  but  in   no  one 

ending  fatally. 

Six  of  these  correspondents  have  stated  they 
have  seen  the  disease  take  the  course  of  regu- 
lar cow  pox  ;  three  mention  having  seen  a  case 
or  two  that  proved  severe,  and  two  state  cases 
under  their  care  were  considered  dangerous.  A 
few  represent  these  occurrences  to  have  taken 
place  in  those  whom  they  themselves  vaccinal- j 
ed  and  attended  during  the  progres  of  cow  pox. 
In  a  severe  case  which  Mr.  Fulcher,  of  Hiug- 
ham,  met  with,  the  patient  had  been  vaccinated 
20  years  before,  and  stated  ichor  to  have  been 
taken  from  a  single  vesicle  to  vaccinate  others 
with.  Mr.  Barber,  of  Hindolvestone,  represent- 
ed the  pocks,  in  two  cases  he  met  with,  to  have 
been  surrounded  by  a  red  circle ;  they  had  been 
formerly  vaccinated  by  himself. 

In  Wirtemburg,  in  the  vaccinated,  a  few  regu- 
lar cases  of  small  pox  occurred  ;  two  died  of 
small  pox  who  had  been  registered  as  having" 
passed  properly  through  the  cow  pox. 

"  In  Silesia,  1316,  above  100  who  had  been 
vaccinated  had  small  pox  in  the  same  district, 
and  some  died.  They  had  all  been  vaccinated 
by  the  same  surgeon,  who  was  suspended  from 
his  appointment  as  vaccinator,  whilst  an  inqui- 
ry was  instituted,  by  a  medical  committee  ex- 
pressly appointed,  to  discover  the  sources  of  the 
mischief.  It  was  ascertained  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  taking  ichor  as  late  as  the  eleventh  day, 
often  from    vesicles    that    had    been   rubbed    or 


scratched  so  as  to  be  injured  in  structure,  and 
had  even  raised  an  imperfect  scab  to  obtain 
moisture  to  vaccinate  with.'"  dr.  kausch. 

Dr.  Wm.  Gibson  has  published  a  table  of  what 
he  calls  251  cases  of  small  pox  after  vaccination, 
from  which  it  appears  that  by  far  the  greatest 
number  attacked  were  those  vaccinated  less 
than  two  years. 

Mr.  Manby,  of  Rudham,  knew  the  son  of  a 
neighbour  of  his,  vaccinated  16  years  ago,  who 
died  of  small  pox  within  the  last  year  or  two 
near  London.  Mr.  Jollye,  of  Loddon,  informed 
me  of  ene  child  having  died  of  small  pox  under 
his  care  in  1819,  vaccinated  some  years,  before 
by  a  surgeon,  (at  the  time  others  in  the  family 
were  vaccinated)  and  had  a  scar  on  each  arm. 
A  correspondent  informed  me  that  a  surgeon,  in 
the  same  village  with  himself,  met  with  a  fatal 
case  of  small  pox  in  January,  1820,  in  a  girl 
whom  he  believed  he  had  effectually  vaccinated 
7  years  before.  A  woman,  much  marked  by 
previous  small  pox,  has,  I  am  told,  again  had 
the  disease. 


Five  children  composed  one  family,  six  of 
whom  were  vaccinated  when  infants,  and  at  dif- 
ferent times  had  an  eruption  which  the  physi- 
cian who  attended  called  water  pox. 

After  complaining  of  headach  and  loss  of  ap- 
petite for  two  or  three  days,  Master ,  the 

second  son,  observed  a  rash  on  the  thighs  and 
arms.  Next  day  he  had  sore  throat,  and  a  few 
pimples  on  the  face,  limbs  and  body.     3d  day,  7 


acteristically  indented  in  the  centre,  in  general 
one  twelfth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  having  exact- 
\y  the  same  appearance,  as  to  shape,  as  the  nat- 
ural variolous  pocks  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  erup- 
tion in  a  child  which  I  visited  a  few  hours  af- 
terwards.    Master had  now    very   little 

indisposition,  had  never  been  confined  to  his 
room.  His  throat  was  sore,  with  one  or  two 
circular  white  specks  upon  each  tonsil,  several 
similar  ones  on  the  posterior  fauces. 

4th  daj\ — Many  of  the  pocks  are  enlarged  to 
one  eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  some  being 
still  indented  in  their  centre,  others  never  hav- 
ing been  so,  others  becoming  convex.  The  con- 
tained fluid,  yesterday  limpid,  is  now  turbid.  I 
let  out  the  contents  of  one  of  the  largest  pocks, 
and  found  them  wheyey.  The  pock  consists  of 
separate  cells.  10th  day. — All  the  crusts  gone, 
no  remains  of  the  disease  observable. 

Two  of  the  other  children  had  an  eruption  of 
a  similar  kind,  in  one  lasting  to  the   6th  day,  in 
the  other  drying  up  completely  on  the  4th,  some 
of  the  pocks  in  each  presenting  an    indentation  ; 
the  rest  rose  small,  pellucid  and  conoidal. 

Lake's  child,  aged   8-|,  was  vaccinated    when 
an  infant,  and   has  One  circular  and    foveolous 
scar  on  the  right  arm.     He   began   to  complain 
June  10,  and  was  for  two  days   delirious.     The 
symptoms  abated  the   13th,    when    an    eruption 
appeared    on    the   forearm.      14th,  he  could  go 
about,  and  had  only  a  few  small  pimples  on    dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body.     16th. — The  eruption 
on  the  face   is    pustular,  of  20    pocks.     On  the 
forearm  are  8  or  10,  some  of  which  are  flat,  cir- 
cular and  indented  in  the  centre,  and  filled  with 
clear  fluid.     A  few  on  different  parts  of  the  body 
are  of  pearl  colour,    slightly    convex ;   yellow 
specks  on  each  tonsil.     Compared  with    a  very 
mild  case  of  distinct  regular  small  pox,  that  had 
just  advanced  so  far  as  to  lose  the  indented  char- 
acter, this  eruption  presented  pocks  of  (he  same 
figure,  about  half  as  big.     17th. — The  eruption 
on  the  face  is  filled  with  yellow  pus.     In  other 
parts,  the  pocks  have  lost  their  flat   and   indent- 
ed shape,  are  become  convex,   and   are    mostly 
pearly.     One  of  the  largest,  on  the  back  of  the 
hand,  is  i  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  on  breaking  it 
up  with  a    needle,  an    almost    transparent    fluid 
first  flows;    the  material   to   which  the    pearly 
hue  is  owing  remains  behind,  adhering  firmly  to 
the  basis  of  the  pock.     The  specks  have  disap- 
peared from  the  tonsils.     19th. — The  eruption 
on  the  face  and  hands  is  dried  into  crusts,  some 
small  and    pyramidal,  the    larger  ones  flat,  solid 
and  circular.     Two  or    three    pocks   upon    the 
arms  are  not  incrusted.     The    contents    of  the 
largest  ofthe.se  are  like  whey,  with  lymph  firm- 
ly adhering  at  the  bottom.     I  remove    some    of 
the  crusts  from  the  face,  and  observe  a    convex 
surface,  with  a  pit  in    the    centre,  and    detach- 
ment of  cuticle   at   the  circumference.     21st. — 
Almost  every  crust  is  separated. 

The  last  and  the  next  are  from  notes  of  more 
than  30  cases,  which  present  so  little  variation 
as  to  induce  me  to  suppress  the  remainder. 

Hayden,  aged  10,  was  vaccinated  6  years  ago, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  has  now  one  fine  in- 
dented scar  on  the  left  arm.  June  8th,  after  3 
days  of  severe  indisposition,  a  few  red  spots  ap- 
peared in  the  evening  upon  the   abdomen  ;  next 
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day  many  were  visible  on  the  face  and  other 
parts  of  the  body.  In  48  hours  these  presented 
very  minute  pocks,  indented  in  the  centre,  whilst 
spots  more  recent  were  pimples  or  pyramidal 
vesicles.  5th  day  of  the  eruption,  there  were 
between  50  and  60  pocks  on  the  face,  which 
was  scarcely  swollen  ;  pocks  were  equally  nu- 
merous on  other  parts  of  the  body.  A  majority 
of  them  were  perfectly  circular,  Hat  on  the  sur- 
face, and  indented  in  the  centre.  No  intersti- 
ciai  swelling  nor  redness  around  the  base.  The 
circular  and  indented  pocks  so  exactly  resem- 
bled those  I  observed  the  same  day  in  an  infant 
with  natural  small  pox,  I  could  not  observe  the 
slightest  difference  as  to  shape,  colour  and  size  ; 
the  eruption  in  the  infant  advancing  in  size  for  4 
or  5  days  more,  produced  fatal  termination  when 
incrustation  was  about  to  commence,  whilst  in 
this  boy,  who  had  little  indisposition  from  the 
first  appearance  of  the  eruption,  every  pock 
incrusted  on  the  following  day,  save  two  or 
three  on  the  eye-brow,  which  were  pustular,  and 
a  few  on  the  hands,  of  pearly  appearance,  and 
slightly  convex  surfaces.  The  fluid  let  out  of 
these  was  of  a  colour  and  consistence  resembling 
whey.  In  two  days  more,  many  of  the  crusts 
had  fallen  off,  leaving  upon  the  face  circular  and 
somewhat  convex  elevations  of  the  cutis. 

A  boy,  aged  7,  a  patient  of  Mr.  Gowing,  vac- 
cinated when  an  infant,  has  a  scar  on  one  arm. 
After  the  customary  indisposition,  he  had  an 
eruption,  which  on  the  5(h  day  was  thinly  dis- 
tributed upon  his  face,  arms  and  thighs,  circular, 
flat  and  indented ;  or  very  minute,  and  conoidal ; 
or  convex  and  pearly  ;  the  largest  not  one  eighth 
ofaninchin  diameter.  Some  fresh  ones  re- 
ported to  have  come  out  on  the  4th  day.  In 
two  days  more,  every  pock  was  dried  into  regu- 
larfsmall  crusts,  which  all  fell  off  within  4  days, 
the  largest  leaving  slight  elevations  or  tuber- 
cles scarcely  distinguishable  in  colour  from  the 
surrounding  skin.  No  appearance  of  pits.  The 
trifling  indisposition,  irregular  rapid  progress  of 
the  eruption,  and  small  dimensions  of  each  pock, 
made  it  fully  entitled  to  the  name  of  varicella. 
Clear  lymph  taken  from  some  of  the  pocks  be- 
fore they  had  ceased  to  be  indented,  was  insert- 
by  M.  G.  two  incisions  being  made  in  one  arm, 
and  one  in  the  other,  of  a  boy  aged  14.  The 
incisions  inflamed  on  the  third  and  fourth  days, 
each  gradually  rising  into  a  regular  pock.  6th 
day,  fever  commenced,  preceded  by  sickness 
and  vomiting.  Next  day,  an  eruption  began  in 
different  parts  of  the  body. 

10th  day,  the  three  pocks  from  the  incisions 
on  the  arms  were  surrounded  by  extensive  are- 
olae, and  looked  very  like  vaccine  -vesicles  of 
the  same  date,  not  quite  so  regular  at  their  mar- 
gins. The  general  eruption,  the  earliest  of 
which  has  been  out  three  days,  has  a  varied  ap- 
pearance. Ten  or  twelve  pocks  are  situated 
on  the  face,  and  on  the  rest  of  the  body.  Some 
are  little  pimples,  in  the  centre  of  an  inflamed 
spot  of  cutis.  Some  are  pocks  circular,  flat  and 
indented,  not  exceeding  one  eighth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter.  A  few  resemble  small  and  prominent 
vesicles.  An  areola,  half  an  inch  in  extent,  sur- 
rounds some  ;  the  circumference  of  others  pre- 
sents only  a  minute  red  circle.  Soreness  of  the 
throat  complained  of.  15th  day,  (9th  day  of  the 
eruption.)  The  pocks  upon  the  face  are  dried 
into  regular  scabs.  On  the  hands  and  arms  they 
Ijave  not  begun  to  incrust,  being   circular,   con- 


vex on  the  surface,  mostly  surrounded  by  a  flor- 
id red  circle,  a  line  wide.  The  diameter  of  the 
pocks  on  the  arms  varies  from  -\  to  three  eighths 
of  an  inch.  The  contents  of  some  resembled 
laudable  pus  ;  others  a  thick  muddy  fluid.  There 
have  been  four  or  five  pustules  on  the  head.  A 
yellow  speck  or  two  is  perceptible  on  each  ton- 
sil. There  is  less  of  the  eruption  on  the  body 
and  lower  limbs,  wJiere  the  pocUs  are  not  near 
so  large.  The  inoculated  places  are  of  irregu- 
lar shape,  not  yet  dried  into  scabs. 

The  boy  had  kept  about  since  the  eruption 
came  out ;  but,  the  15th  day,  he  was  very  ill 
with  fever,  which  lasted  24  hours,  and  confined 
him  to  bed.  18th  day,  all  was  scabbed,  the  in- 
oculated places  shewing  large  crusts,  two  regu- 
lar in  shape,  and  one  irregular.  On  the  face 
and  lower  limbs  the  scabs  are  small ;  on  the 
wrists  and  arms,  several  are  as  large  as  the  vac- 
cine scabs  in  an  infant,  and  like  them  in  shape, 
circular,  thick  and  convex  ;  some  surrounded 
with  a  ring  or  elevated  ridge  of  cutis,  such  as 
occurs  occasionally  around  the  vaccine  scab,  or 
in  mild  cases  of  small  pox.  He  was  continually 
exposed  to  small  pox  for  several  months  after, 
without  injury. 

The  effects  of  this  experiment  surprised  me, 
beinar  so  different  from  those  in  the  individual 
from  whom  the  matter  for  inoculation  was 
taken  ;  the  pocks  were  actually  less  numerous, 
the  indisposition  more  severe,  the  eruption  re- 
markably larger,  the  complaint  more  than  dou- 
ble in  duration.  j.  cross,  Surg. 

Norwich,  Eng.  May  24,  1820. 

NOTE. 

Ill  1794,  small  pox  prevailing  in  Concord,  Mass. 
and  its  neighbourhood,  there  was  great  want  of  nurses 
for  the  hospital  for  small  pox,  as  the  number  of  people 
in  that  region  who  had  had  small  pox  was  small.  The 
wife,  aged  45,  of  Mr.  Amos  Wright,  a  respectable  cou- 
ple of  Concord,  offered  herself,  stating  she  had  had 
small  pox  in  her  childhood.  She  acted  as  nurse  dur- 
ing the  residence  of  3  classes  of  patients,  then  returned 
home,  and  in  a  fortnight  had  small  pox  ;  her  husband 
ind  daughter  took  it  from  her  and  died. 


CASE  OF  HERNIA  CEREBRI. 


By  Wm,  James  Goodf.ve,  Esq. 


Pin-."-. 


May  15,  1820,  Evan  Hopkins,  jet.  30,  was 
struck  on  the  forehead  by  a  stone  about  the  size 
of  a  man's  fist,  hurled  down  from  a  height  of  20 
feet.'  He  was  stunned,  but  soon  recovered  suf- 
ficiently to  walk  half  a  mile.  I  found  him  more 
than  half  stupefied,  complaining  of  great  pain  in 
his  head,  the  scalp  cut,  and  the  frontal  bone 
bared,  for  two  inches  above  the  left  orbit.  He 
was  bled  20  oz.  and  directed  to  take  5  grains  of 
calomel,  with  15  of  jalap. 

16th. — Slept  well;  pain  in  his  head;  pulse 
quick  and  strong;  bowels  not  much  open. — V.  S. 
3  xx.  Mist.  Cathait.  Emp.  Lyttae  nuehae.  17th. 
— Better  ;  bowels  freely  open. — Mist.  Cathart. 
18th. — Pulse  rising:  pain  in  the  head. — V.  S.  ad 
gxvj.  Mist.  Cathart.  19th. — Keeps  his  hand 
continually  to  the  left  side  of  his  head ;  becom- 
ing confused  in  his  intellects  ;  half  comatose,  and 
scarcely  able  to  speak  or  swallow. 

20th. — Cannot  get  him  to  swallow  any  thing, 
except  a  spoonful  of  tea  now  and  then.  Slight- 
est pressure  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wound  gives 
him  severe  pain ;   the  wound   discharges   good 


pus;  he  has  had  two  smart  rigors,  succeeded  "y 
fever,  skin  being  very  hot  and  dry.  21st. — 
Groans,  but  does  not  articulate  ;  rigors  longer, 
and  more  frequent ;  pulse  neither  quick  nor  full. 
— Five  grains  of  calomel. 

22nd. — Bowels  moved  ;  he  is  becoming  more 
comatose  ;  breathing  difficult ;  he  has  been  sev- 
eral times  convulsed ;  the  wound  is  excessively 
tender,  and  puffy.  I  enlarged  the  wound,  found 
the  bone  apparently  uninjured,  (though  pressure 
upon  it  gave  considerable  pain)  and  perforated 
the  skull.  The  dura  mater  was  sound  external- 
ly, not  detached  from  the  skull,  hut  puffed  up; 
it  was  therefore  divided  by  a  small  crucial  inci- 
sion. The  opening  gave  vent  to  a  tea-spoonful 
of  blood,  and  showed  a  quantity  of  serum  col- 
lected under  the  arachnoid  membrane,  which 
was  thickened,  and  somewhat  opaque.  The  in- 
cisions of  the  dura  mater  were  enlarged  as  far 
as  the  margin  of  the  trephine  hole,  when  there 
issued  a  smart  jet  of  arterial  blood.  This  was 
allowed  to  flow  for  several  minutes,  and  at  length 
stopped  by  pressure  of  the  finger  upwards  against 
the  edge  of  the  bone.  The  bone  removed  was 
quite  sound  ;  it  included  half  an  inch  of  the  left 
Irontal  sinus  at  ils  upper  part.  The  pain  of  the 
fir; .  incision  roused  the  patient  from  his  stupor, 
and  he  became  almost  ungovernable  during  the 
operation.  After  the  operation,  his  aspect  im- 
proved, his  pulse  became  less  oppressed,  and  he 
seemed  more  sensible  to  what  was  passing. 

May  23d. — Passed  a  tolerable  night,  but  lies 
moaning  and  complaining  of  the  pain  on  the  left 
side  of  his  head  ;  the  left  eye  is  swelled;  pulse 
90,  of  pretty  good  strength. — R.  Cal.  gr.  v.  24th, 
— Hemiplegia  of  the  right  side  is  coming  on; 
he  can  scarcely  open  his  mouth  ;  is  unable  to  ar> 
ticuiate. 

28th. — Dura  mater  and  subjacent  parts  begin 
to  protrude  through  the  trephine-hole,  above 
the  level  of  the  scalp.     31st. — R.  Jalapee,  gr.  xv. 

June  1st. — He  has  had  one  copious  evacua- 
tion, and  appears  in  every  respect  better;  tosses 
less  about  the  bed  ;  is  quite  ravenous  for  food  ; 
cannot  articulate  ;  slept  well  last  night,  but  lies 
moaning  most  piteously  when  awake. 

20lh. — The  hernia  cerebri  has  been  gradual- 
ly increasing  in  size,  protruding  through  the  tre- 
phine hole,  and  enlarging  even  where  contigu- 
ous to  the  bone,  so  as  to  push  up  the  surround- 
ing integuments.  It  is  of  an  irregularly  rounded 
form,  fungous,  two  inches  in  height  and  diame- 
ter: its  upper  surface  is  divided  into  three  dis- 
tinct lobules,  by  as  many  slight  furrows ;  these 
lobules  have  a  sloughy  appearance.  The  tu- 
mour is  highly  vascular,  and  has  several  times 
bled  freely  ;  it  is  not  tender  to  the  touch.  It  is 
kept  covered  with  a  linseed-meal  poultice. 

July  1st. — The  tumour  is  smaller,  from  slough- 
ing of  its  surface.  He  can  now  pronounce  yes 
and  no,  and  move  one  of  the  fingers  of  his  right 
hand-  4th. — The  tumour  is  rather  larger, 
abont  the  magnitude  of  a  middle-sized  orange, 
soft,  spongy,  5th. — As  mucb  of  the  tumour  as 
would  fill  a  dessert-spoon,  has  come  away.  He 
looks  cheerful,  is  able  to  articulate  monosylla- 
bles, raise  his  right  arm  and  hand  ten  or  twelve 
inches  from  the  bed.  8lh. — A  large  breach  has 
been  made  in  the  tumour  by  sloughing.  He  can 
utter  two  or  three  short  sentences.  12lh.— r 
Much  of  the  tumour  has  sloughed  away,  and  he 
appears  remarkably  well.     1 4th — Tumour  much 


enlarged. 


lie   has   been   vomiting   incessantly 
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several  hours;  face  flushed,  pulse  120.  Vomit- 
ing-is stopped.  His  friends  have  heen  plying 
him  with  nutritious  food  the  last  three  days. 
His  right  arm  is  powerless ;  he  is  unable  to  ar- 
ticulate— R.  01.  Ricini.  gj-  statim. 

15th. — The  medicine  has  acted  pretty  well ; 
he  lies  comatose ;  the  fungus  appears  disposed 
to  slough. — Cal.  gr.  v.  16th. — This  fungus  has 
now  disappeared,  leaving  the  tumour  as  before 
the  formation  of  this  last  substance ;  he  has  re- 
covered the  use  of  his  arm.  17th. — There  is  a 
slight  fissure  around  the  basis  of  the  tumour;  he 
can  articulate  more  distinctly  ;  he  is  allowed  on- 
ly vegetable  food,  sparingly  ;  bowels  kept  open 
by  calomel  and  ol.  ricini  alternately. 

24th. — A  great  deal  of  a  brain-like  substance 
has  found  its  way  through  the  hole  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  tumor.  I  can  pass  a  probe  an  inch 
below  the  level  of  the  cranium,  and  move  it  in 
every  direction  without  difficulty.  26th. — The 
probe  drops  into  the  brain  two  inches.  28th. — 
Probe  passes  three  inches  into  the  substance  of 
the  brain,  without  pain.  31st. — The  tumor  is 
lessening. 

August  3d. — He  can  raise  bis  right  arm,  and 
ask  for  food.     Sept.  10th. — No  vestisre   of  the 


ae 


dary  fever,  though  in  much  danger  for  several 
days,  she  recovered.  She  had  taken  the  disease 
alter  being  exposed  to  a  person  labouring  under 
small-pox,  and  others,  inoculated  from  her,  for 
experiment,  had  regular  variolous  eruption.  Mr. 
Fulcher,  of  Lynn,  states,  of  small-pox  occurring 
a  second  time  to  the  same  individual  he  has  seen 
one  example.  Mr.  Sharpe,  of  North  Walsham, 
says  he  has  known  indisputable  proofs  of  seconda- 
ry small  pox  in  the  natural  way,  and  quotes  a  par- 
ticular instance. — Mr.  Fayerman,  of  SwafTham' 
speaks  of  a  patient,  who  had  been  inoculated  12 
years  ago,  during  his  attendance  upon  him. — 
Mr.  Howard,  of  Halesworth,  states  that  he  has 
attended  two  cases  of  natural  small  pox,  in  per- 
sons who  had  the  disease  some  years  before  by 
inoculation. 

Mr.  Merriman  relates  a  case  in  the  parish  of 
Stallum,  where  he  resides. — Mr.  Bayes,  of  Lynn, 
attended  a  case  of  confluent  small  pox  in  a  young 
\ndy,  whose  parents  informed  him  she  had  an 
eruptive  disease  seven  years  before,  which  was 
pronounced  by  two  surgeons  to  be  small  pox. — 
Mr.  Raven,  of  Lytcham,  met  with  one  case  of 
small  pox  in  a  patient,  aged  25 ;  it  ended  fatally 
on  the  16th  day  ;  he  had  been    inoculated    when 


tumor.     Nov.  13th.— He  is  able  to   walk  three  2  years  old. — Mr.  Wallace,  who  resides    in    the 


miles ;    had  an  epileptic  fit  on  the  11th,  and  oc 
casionally  for  9  months;    in  9   months  more,  he 
returned  to  his  labours. 
Clifton,  Jan.  11,  1823. 


Malformation  of  the  Stomach,  accompanied  with 
Bulimia. 
We  have  recently  received  the  stomach  of  a 
child.  5  years  old,  divided  in  the  middle  by  a 
stricture,  which  leaves  an  opening-  from  one  sac 
to  the  other,  an  inch  in  diameter.  Both  por- 
tions are  uncommonly  large,  bearing  but  little 
resemblance  to  the  natural  stomach.  From 
birth,  the  child  has  invariably  been  a  great  eat- 
er, and  this  year,  has  repeatedly  ate  a  quarter 
of  mutton  in  a  day.  He  always  vomited  in  about 
20  minutes  after  a  full  meal,  and  then  craved  an 
equal  quantity  of  solid  food.  He  died  after 
drinking  strong  tea  of  white-oak-bark,  prescrib- 
ed by  an  empiric,  for  the  dysentery.  The  ver- 
micular motion  of  the  intestines  could  be  dis- 
tinctly observed  through  the  parietes  of  the  ab- 
domen, particularly  just  before  vomition. 

We  have  received  a  fetus  from  Prof.  Burbank, 
being  the  34th  from  one  woman.  The  mother 
has  aborted  32  times  in  succession.  Only  two 
of  her  children  were  born  alive,  who  are  still 
living.  She  is  in  her  65th  year,  and  in  good 
health. 


same  place,  assents,  in  a  separate  communica 
tion,  to  this  fact  respecting  the  occurrence  of 
fatal  small  pox,  after  an  inoculation  which  there 
was  reason  to  believe  authentic.  Modified  is  ap- 
plied by  Mr.  Crowfoot,  of  Beccles,  to  four  cases 
of  mild  secondary  small  pox,  the  particulars  of 
one  of  which  he  has  given  at  length.  u  The 
coachman  of  a  gentleman,  aged  26,  had  small 
pox  severely  when  a  child.  After  smart  fever, 
with  tendency  to  delirium,  shiverings,  pain  in 
the  back  and  limbs,  uneasiness  on  pressure  about 
the  scrobiculus  cordis,  and  constant  vomiting,  a 
papular  eruption  appeared.  On  the  2nd  day, 
the  pimples  had  small  vesicles  at  their  apices, 
and  began  to  have  a  rose-coloured  inflammation 
around  their  bases.  4th  day,  they  became  pus- 
tular, and  5th  day,  began  to  turn  brown.  In  a 
few  days  more  they  fell  off,  leaving,  in  many  in- 
stances, .scars,  Profuse  sweating  attended  the 
early  part  of  the  eruption.  A  hoy  in  the  same 
house,  who  had  never  been  inoculated,  took  the 
contagion,  and  alter  the  usual  period  had  regu- 
lar small  pox. 


Continued  from  page  137. 
Mr.  Earle,  of  Cromer,  states  that  in  1818,  a 
woman  inoculated  20  yrs.  before,  fell  down  with 
small-pox,  after  visiting  a  relation  under  the 
disease.  A  young  man,  whose  friends  asserted 
he  had  been  formerly  inoculated,  and  whom  Mr. 
E.  on  inquiry  believed  to  have  had  small-pox  sat- 
isfactorily, took  it  and  died.  A  girl,  supposed  to 
have  had  small-pox  when  a  child,  two  of  the  fam- 
ily having  at  that  time  died  of  it.  Several  scars 
were  left,  which  Mr.  E.  examined,  when  first 
called  to  the  giri,  before  any  eruption  appeared  ; 
ibis,  on  coming  out  a  diy  or  two  after,  proved  to 
be  sinall-pox  ;  she  had  a  considerable  crop  of 
pustules,  which  advauced  regularly,  with  secon- 


Proposals  have  just  been  isssned  for  publisning  by 
subscription,  the  Physiological  Essays  of  T.  R.  Park, 
M.  D.  F.  L.  S.  with  notes  and  practical  remarks,  by 
John  P.  Batch  elder,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and 
Physiology  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  Wil- 
liams College.  Copy  right  secured.  The  abovemen- 
tioned  Essays  and  Notes  will  comprise  the  doctrines, 
principles,  and  practical  inferences  taught  in  his  Lec- 
tures on  Physiology. 

Conditions. — The  book  will  contain  nearly  250 
pages.  The  paper  and  type  will  be  good.  The  price 
to  subscribers  will  not  exceed  Two  Dollars,  in  boards. 
It  will  be  put  to  press  as  soon  as  300  copies  are  sub- 
scribed for. — Persons  holding  subscription  papers  are 
requested  to  return  them  by  the  first  of  May  next. 

Dr.  Batchelder  has  long  been  known  to  the  public 
as  a  successful  teacher  of  his  profession,  who  has  united 
in  his  character,  great  industry,  as  well  as  originality. 
The  system  whicn  will  now  be  submitted  to  the  public, 
has  been  the  basis  ol"  his  lectures  for  several  years,  and 
if  we  can  form  any  estimate  of  their  value,  from  their 
popularity  in  two  large  schools  of  medicine,  where  the 
author  has  taught  with  increasing  success,  no  doubt  of 
its  utility  can  be  entertained.  We  cannot  at  present 
enter  particularly   into   the   leading  principles  of  Dr. 


Batchelder's  theory,  nor  the  merits  of  the  essays  of  Dr. 
Park,  but  will  lay  both  before  our  readers  as  soon  as 
practicable.  Subscriptions  will  be  received  at  this  of- 
fice, and  the  books  forwarded  to  subscribers  according 

to  order.  -ww 

Considerable  public  anxiety  has  been  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  appearance  of  small-pox  in  this  vicinity. 
Committees,  to  be  accompanied  by  physicians,  have 
been  appointed  in  the  twelve  wards  of  the  city  for  the 
express  purpose  of  a  general  vaccination.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  vaccine  matter  has  been  an  article  of 
speculation  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  but  it  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  most  of  the  physicians,  who  are  perfectly- 
willing  to  dispense  it  to  the  poor  gratuitously. 

■    '■■■-- ■WW.... 

The  total  number  of  medical  students  attending  med- 
ical lectures  in  New-England,  since  September  last, 
at  Dartmouth  College,  Yale,  Fairfield,  Castleton, 
Berkshire  and  Boston,  is  676.  The  New- York, 
Transylvania  and  Philadelphia  schools  will  probable 
number  600  more,  making  very  near  1300  medical  stu- 
dents, qualifying  themselves  for  practice. 


Cynanche  maligna,  or  as  commonly  denominated, 
putrid  sore  throat,  is  prevailing  among  the  children  in 
New- York. 


Rev.  Mr.  Cotting^  Lectures  on   Chymistry,     Phios- 
ophy,  &c.  are  attended  by  nearly  200  persons. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN    BOSTON,  ENDING  JAN- 
UARY  9,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Dec.  25  Eliza  Antoinette  Hodgkiua,  5 
Jan. 

3  Lydia  Battis,  25 
William  King,  52 

4  Margaret  O'Brien,  10  weeks 
Felix  Vincent, 

B.  Woodward, 
Abigail  Bailey, 
Elizabeth  Learly, 
William  Brown, 
John  Ockerman, 
Peter  T.  Tilden, 
Aaron  Payne, 
Alice  Baker, 

5  Samuel  Dorr, 
Curtis, 

■  Fulton, 


6  weeks 


46* 
81 
17 


John  C.  Keen, 
Sally  Snelling, 

Messer, 

Sarah  Thompso-n, 
Catharine  Bowen, 

Flood, 

Mary  McCleary, 
Lewis  Clock, 
Betsey  Ford, 
Francis  Ingraham, 
William  Johnson, 
Mary  Gaily, 
John  Layton, 
Mary  Marshall, 
Maria  A.  True, 
Ezra  Holbrook, 


S'  weeks 
3g 

59 

2 

63 


44 

24 

9  mo. 

2 


Scrofula  1,  chicken  pox  1,  drowned  1,  infantile  1, 
consumption  5,  apoplexy  1,  nervous  fever  1,  stillborn  4 
sudden  1,  liver  complaint  1,  hooping-cough  I,  brain- 
fever  1,  childbirth  1,  dropsy  of  the  brain  1,  abscess  1. 

Strang-ulated  Insruinal  Hernia. 

JUST   published,    at   this   office,  Operation    ton 
Strangulated  Inguinal  Hernia,  from  the  Trea- 
tise by  Sir  Jlstlty  Cooper,   Bart.      Price  12  1-2  cts. 
jan.  6.  
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CASES    OF    SMALL-POX. 
By  J.  Sampson,  M.  D.  Brewster,  Ms.  Jan.  13,  1C24. 

Dec.  8,  I  found  Anthony  Studley,  seaman,  act. 
19,  under  violent  inflammatory  symptoms,  swol- 
len, and  pustules  of  small-pox  so  confluent,  there 
was  not  on  his  surface  the  space  of  a  split  pea 
free  from  them.  lie  seemed  perfectly  rational 
and  intelligent;  I  received  from  him  the  follow- 
ing statement ;  that "  he  left  Philadelphia,  Nov. 
15,  P.  M.  in  the  Wm.  Penn,  and  arrived  in  Boston 
the  21st ;  Dec.  1,  he  felt  somewhat  unwell,  but 
was  able  to  be  about  deck,  and  attend  to  his  duty  ; 
Dec.  2,  found  himself  sick,  and  took  physic, 
which  operated  kindly;  3d,  had  some  eruption 
on  his  face,  which  gradually  increased  ;  4th,  took 
warm  tea-drink,  and  something  to  induce  sweat; 
copious  perspiration  followed,  and  partially  re- 
lieved him,  but  left  him  very  weak.  Dec.  5th, 
the  eruption  was  all  over  him,  from  bead  to  foot ; 
6th,  evening,  arrived  here  as  passenger  in  one  of 
ourpackets,  and  passed  through  Brewster  to  his 
father's  house,  a  retired  situation  in  the  woods, 
on  the  south  side  of  Dennis  ;  drank  freely  of 
warm  tea-drink,  and  went  to  a  warmed  bed ;  but 
little  perspiration  followed;  7th,  had  a  bad  day, 
and  am  now  as  you  find  me." 

1  directed  sub-mur.  of  mercury  and  rhubarb, 
to  be  repeated  every  two  hours,  till  it  should 
produce  copious  discharges,  and  adopted  the  an- 
tiphlogistic plan,  which  was  rigidly  followed  till 
the  17th,  when  he  expired.  He  retained  his 
reason  to  the  last ;  yet  he  was  so  much  swollen, 
his  cheeks  and  neck  burst.  So  violent  and  strong 
was  the  action  of  his  heart,  his  whole  frame 
trembled  at  every  pulsation. 

Having  no  vaccine  virus,  and  presuming  none 
could  be  seasonably  obtained,  from  his  hand,  at 
my  first  visit,  I  inoculated  his  mother,  2  sisters, 
and  a  brother,  who  passed  through  the  disease 
favourably,  and  are  now  well. 

George  Wing,  aged  16,  passenger  with  Stud- 
ley  from  Boston,  served  him,  and  slept  a  little 
while  in  the  birth  with  him.  After  3  or  4  days 
of  the  usual  febrile  symptoms,  found  the  erup- 
tion appearing  Dec.  22d.  1  saw  him  Dec.  20th 
aed  22nd  ;  he  was  able  to  be  abroad,  was  remov- 
ed to  a  retired  situation,  and  passed  through  the 
disease  very  favourably,  with  good  nursing,  and 
without  medicine.  I  saw  him  3  davs  ago,  and 
learn  that  he  has  been  discharged  to-day,  well. 

Samuel  Foster,  aet.  45,  a  laborious  blacksmith 
and  farmer,  came  passeng-er  with  Studley,  and 
after  knowing  S.>  case  was  small-pox,  was 
much  alarmed,  lived  very  sparingly  on  ligfht  food, 
free  from  salt  or  fat,  took  Glauber's  salt  every 
other  day,  and  continued  at  hard  labour,  some- 
times over  his  forge,  at  other  times  cutting-  and 
carting  wood,  till  Dec.  20,  when  on  working 
over  his  forge,  on  heavy  work,  which  necessa- 
rily called  him  out  of  his  shop  frequently,  he 
was  taken  with  chills,  followed  by  fever  in  the 
evening;  had  an  uncomfortable  o:'_:ht,  was  easi- 
er in  the  morning  and  through  the  day.  22nd 
A.  M.  I  found  him  apparently  threatened  witl 
typhus  fever,  bis  p-flse  small,  contracted  and  fre- 
quent, tongue  white,  pains  in  his  head  and  back, 


alternate  fits  of  chilliness  and  heat,  constant  anx-f  shoulder,  which,  in  a  girl  aged  12,  had   resisted 
iety  and  distress  about  the  precordia,  and  nausea. |  various  remedies,  was   removed    by  vaccinating 

her  by  several  punctures  in  the  skin  covering 
the  deltoid  muscle.  A  disease  of  the  spine  is 
reported  to  have  been  cured  by  making  twenty 
vaccine  punctures  in  the  skin  covering  the  dor- 
sal and  lumbar  vertebra,  aud  producing  as  many 
regular  pustules,  which  suppurated  for  a  long 
time." 


1  directed  a  cathartic  of  sub-mur.  of  mercury 
aud  rhubarb,  which  produced  several  dark  dis- 
charges in  the  course  of  the  day ;  at  night  he 
was  directed,  after  bathing  his  feet  in  warm  suds, 
to  take  3  tea-spoon-fuls  of  camph.  tinct.  of  opi- 
um, which  procured  him  a  comfortable  night's 
sleep.  23d,  I  found  an  eruption  on  his  forehead, 
which,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  satisfied  us  his 
case  was  small-pox. 

I  directed  light  nourishment,  consisting  of 
boiled  rice,  gruel,  roasted  apples,  &c,  and  for 
his  drink,  apple  water,  and  a  little  wine  whey,  &c. 

Dec.  24,  to  Jan.  13. — The  eruption  advances 
ven'  slowly,  and  puts  on  an  unfavourable  ap- 
pearauce  ;  the  vesicles  in  the  centre  of  the  pus- 
tules are  flatted  in,  and  seem  to  adhere,  resem- 
bling a  vaccine  pustule  a  day  or  ftwo  after  the 
areolae  has  been  formed.  No  material  altera- 
tion occurred  during  the  eruption,  except  in- 
crease of  febrile  symptoms.  His  bowels  have 
been  kept  open,  and  gargles  frequently  repeat- 
ed. He  has  been  supported  with  wine  and  wine 
whey,  light  nourishment,  &c.  His  face,  having 
been  much  swollen,  and  eyes  closed  7  or  8  days, 
subsided  gradually,  and  his  hands  and  feet  be- 
came swelled.  The  pustules  have  been  numer- 
ous, and  uniformly  spread  all  over  the  surface. 
For  6  or  8  days  he  has  been  constantly  deliri- 
ous, and  has  obtained  no  sleep  but  by  anodynes, 
in  liberal  doses.  He  has  been  confined  to  a 
straw  bed,  aud  kept  colder  than  accorded  with 
his  feelings,  and  has  had  a  current  of  air  pass- 
ing freely  through  the  room,  day  and  night.  Pie 
has  taken,  for  several  days  past,  a  decoction  of 
cinchona  and  seneka,  and,  for  10  days,  dilute 
sulphuric  acid.  This  day,  for  the  first  since  his 
delirium  took  place,  he  seems  rational  and  bet- 
ter; yet  there  are  numerous  pustules  on  his 
arms  and  legs  that  have  not  scabbed. 


"  Rapport  du  Comite  Central  de  Vaccine  snr 
les  vaccinations  en  France  pendant  1'annee  1816. 
— A  surgeon  cured  obstinate  ulcers  upon  (he 
arms  and  chests,  by  touching  their  surfaces  with 
vaccine  ichor;  they  became  covered  with  a 
white  film,  suppurated  and  healed.  Another 
cured  a  glandular  tumour  on  the  shoulder,  by 
vaccination,  making  six  punctures  on  the  tumour, 
and  three  on  each  arm  ;  the  tumour  suppurated, 
and  the  wound  cicatrized.  A  child  having  seve- 
ral glandular  tumours  of  the  neck,  a  surgeon  in- 
serted vaccine  ichor  by  ten  different  punctures, 
producing  as  many  vesicles;  during  their  pro- 
gress, the  swelling  upon  which  they  were  situ- 
ated subsided.  A  surgeon  cured  a  white  swell- 
ing of  the  knee,  which  had  existed  for  eighteen 
months,  by  producing  twelve  vaccine  pocks  on 
the  surface  of  the  joint.  Several  children  living 
in  a  very  moist  situation,  had  considerable  en 
largement  of  the  spleen  :  a  surgeon  vaccinated 
them  by  30  or  40  punctures  in  different  parts  of 
the  body ;  fever  was  excited,  lasting  from  five  to 
eight  days,  and  when  the  vaccine  disease  was 
completed,  a  remarkable  diminution  was    found 


ABSCESS  OF  THE  PERITONEUM. 

By  Dr.  E.  Emmons,  Chester,  Mass.  Jan.  3,  1824. 

Mrs.  D.  Q.  aged  50,  of  a  very  gross  habit,  had 
complained  for  several  months  of  a  dull,  heavy 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  though  she  con- 
tinued about  her  domestic  concerns  till  March 
23,  1823,  when  her  pain  became  more  acute  and 
alarming.  The  first  fortnight  of  her  illness,  a 
slight  course  of  calomel  was  pursued,  and  cata- 
plasms of  mustard-seed.  April  5,  1  saw  her  first, 
and  found  her  under  acute  pain  midway  hetween, 
the  umbilicus  and  anterior  spine  of  the  ilium.  I 
found  a  tumoor,  nearly  8  inches  in  diameter;  it 
appeared  deeper  than  the  muscular  part  of  the 
abdomen.  The  pain  was  less  than  before  the 
tumour  appeared  ;  pulse  100,  full  and  extended  ; 
tongue  white  and  dry  ;  skin  rather  dry  ;  bowels 
costive.  1  took  from  the  arm  12  oz.  of  blood, 
administered  1  oz.  of  castor-oil,  and  a  blister  im- 
mediately over  the  swelling. 

April  6. — Patient  rather  better  ;  bowels  were 
freely  moved  by  the  oil  ;  skin  and  tongue  moist- 
er  and  softer;  pain  less  acute,  the  swelling  more 
prominent  under  the  blister.  7th,  8th,  9th  and 
10th  days,  patient  much  the  same.  Swelling  in- 
creased slowly,  and  at  length  reached  the  pubes* 
Warm  poultices  were  applied  ;  the  bowels  kept 
soluble  by  castor-oil  and  enemas.  Pain  is  miti- 
gated by  moderate  doses  of  opium. 

llth. — Perceived  fluctuation  in  the  swelling, 
and  a  soft  spot  as  large  as  a  dollar,  halfway  be- 
tween the  navel  and  superior  anterior  spine  of 
the  ilium.  An  incision,  into  the  swelling,  whs 
followed  by  discharge  of  thin,  brown  fluid,  very 
fetid,  probably  2  quarts.  During  the  week  fol- 
lowing, the  abscess  discharged  at  least  a  pint 
daily,  when  the  quantity  gradually  lessened. — • 
The  patient  took  bark,  wine,  broths,  soups,  &c.  ; 
gradual  improvement  was  perceived. 

May  1,  she  was  aide  to  attend  to  her  concerns 
as  usual  ;  occasionally  she  had  pain  in  the  part. 
This  was  her  second  abscess  of  the  kind. 


PUS    IN    THE    PERICARDIUM. 

Antonio  Sebastian,  a  Portuguese,  was  admit- 
ted into  the  marine  hospital,  Charlesfown,  from 
the  prison-chip,  with  pain  about  the  region  of 
the  heart,  which  continued  tdl  his  death;  pulse 
was  quick  and  low.  A  blister  was  put  to  the 
place,  with  little  relief.  He  took  a  cathartic  of 
sulphate  of  soda,  with  Dover's  Powder,  every 
morning  and  evening.  He  continued  to  growr 
weaker  dmiiy  ;  he  had  continual  profuse~~sweats. 
His  testicle  became  swelled,  and  discharged  a 
in  the  spleen.     A  severe  rheumatic  pam  in   the  j  pint  of  matter.     His  pulse  continued  to  UU&mut 
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every  third  stroke,  sometimes  varying-,  for  ten 
days  before  death.  Bark  and  wine'  were  admin- 
istered in  large  quantities  as  tonics,  and  Virgini- 
an snake-root  as  a  stimulant.  lie  continued  to 
emaciate,  and  was  unable  to  lie  on  his  left  side. 
Another  blister  was  applied,  and  kept  open  by 
irritating  applications  ;  the  discharge  of  pus  was 
so  great,  as  to  require  dressing  frequently  in  the 
course  of  the  day. 

After  death,  on  cutting  into  the  pericardium, 
a  great  quantity  of  yellow  pus  issued  :  it  had 
completely  filled  it.  The  muscular  coat  was  so 
thin,  it  would  probably  have  given  way  had  be 
lived  much  longer.  The  internal  coat  of  the 
aorta  was  much  inflamed,  of  a  vermilion  colour 
and  the  surrounding  parts  alike  diseased. 

G  UN-SHOT- WOUNDS. 

John  Montague,  aged  25,  received  a  musket- 
ball  through  the  elbow,  April  18th,  1814  ;  he 
suffered  amputation  May  2d.  He  had  a  vene- 
real taint  before  receiving  the  wound,  for  which 
he  underwent  salivation,  which  left  him  in  a  low 
state.  The  wound  healed  kindly  for  about  3 
weeks,  and  all  the  ligatures  came  away  except 
one,  which  if  stretched  produced  excruciating 
pain.  A  hard  fungus  from  the  centre  of  the 
bone  appeared  at  the  extremity  of  the  stump. 
The  integuments  were  livid,  and  shrunk  from 
the  humerus,  leaving  half  of  it  exposed.  The 
cicatrix  came  off,  and  the  whole  stump  indicated 
mortification.  Frequent  attempts  were  made  to 
bring  away  the  ligatures;  they  always  produced 
insufferable  agony.  He  became  extremely  pu- 
trid before  death,  which  took  place  at  the*  hos- 
pital, June  4th. 

The  medulla  of  the  bone  was  found  di«eased 
throughout;  the  outside  of  the  bone  was  carious 
nearly  to  the  shoulder.  The  artery  seemed 
united  to  the  nerve  below  the  ligature  ;  hence 
the  resistance  to  its  removal.  T. 


STONE  IN  THE  BLADDER. 
Dr.  Batchelder  has  invented  an  instrument 
for  filing  away  the  ragged  portions  of  stones  in 
the  female  bladder,  to  facilitate  extraction,  after 
the  urethra  has  been  distended.  The  file  is  ter- 
minated by  a  round  button,  and  the  teeth  cover- 
ed by  an  oval  silver  tube,  of  the  common  size  of 
a  catheter.  After  the  instrument  is  introduced, 
the  tube  is  slipped  back  on  the  handle,  and  re- 
placed when  the  instrument  is  withdrawn. 

In  1 775,  I  showed  a  bougie,  taking  it  from  the 
urethra,  to  Dr.  M.,  who  made  me  observe  it  was 
scratched  ;  he  thought  I  had  gravel  or  stone.  I 
generally  found  the  stones  by  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  unless  1  pushed  them  in.  3  thought 
that,  by  a  catheter  with  small  holes  on  the  side, 
I  could  break  the  points  of  the  stones,  by  pass- 
ing it  between  them  and  the  bladder.  I  brought 
many  small  pieces  away.  My  good  genius  sug- 
gested me  to  make  files;  introducing  them  on 
the  catheter,  with  small  motion,  1  file-d  during  9 
months.  When  I  could  not  get  at  the  stones,  1 
injected  warm  water  in  the  bladder,  which  1 
passed  with  force  in  a  large  stream  ;  mostly  al- 
ways a  stone  came  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
and  stopped  the  water  ;  then  1  filed  again,  inclin- 
ing my  body  against  the  wall  to  keep  the  stones 
in  the  position,  to  be  able  to  file. 

Often,  spasm  of  the  urethra  seized  the  file  so 
Strongly,  1  could   not  move  it ;    no  inflammation 
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happened,  though  sometimes  it  brought  blood. 
1  saw  my  progress  by  many  small  pieces  which 
1  still  have,  beside  the  sand  or  fine  sandy  part. 
1  brought  every  piece  of  the  stone  out  ;  then  af- 
ter all  this,  I  could  walk,  ride,  &c,  as  every 
body  else,  which  1  had  not  done  for  many  years  ; 
and  I  made  water  very  well,  though  still  a  little 
matter  always  preceded  the  urine,  and  by  strain- 
ing, some  few  drops  came  out  after. 

Last  year  1  had  a  fit  of  gravel,  which  gave 
me  much  pain,  and  excoriated  the  part  ulcerat- 
ed. I  could  not  walk  without  bringing  on  stop- 
page of  urine,  and  acute  pains  on  the  neck  of 
the  bladder.  gen.  c.  martin. 

Luckno-x,  June  28,  1799. 

Gen.  Martin  died  in  1800,  aged  60.  No  doubt 
the  state  of  the  prostate  gland  was  the  cause  of 
death  ;  the  pain  of  the  urine  passing  over  it  was 
greater  than  he  could  bear.  The  file  was  like- 
ly to  bring  on  enlargement  of  the  middle  as  well 
as  lateral  lobes  of  the  prostate  gland.  Such  en- 
largement, by  preventing  the  stones  from  com- 
ing to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  would  prevent 
them  from  producing  the  usual  symptoms,  and 
would  admit  of  his  riding  and  using  bodily  exer- 
cise. 


In   Mr. 


existence   of  a   calculus  was 


never  suspected  till  a  week  before  death. — 
April  6th,  1820,  he  walked  in  St.  James'  Park, 
and  feeling  fatigued,  sat  on  a  bench,  which, 
from  its  unexpected  lowness,  (he  being  blind,) 
gave  him  a  considerable  shock,  which,  1  imag- 
ine, dislodged  the  calculus  from  its  sac  ;  he  im- 
mediately expressed  most  urgent  desire  to  pass 
urine  ;  with  difficulty  he  reached  his  house  in 
Sackville  street;  he  could  only  discharge  urine 
drop  by  drop.  Mr.  Wilson  passed  the  catheter, 
and  detected  a  stone.  April  12fh,  he  expired, 
aged  80. 

Id  1810,  he  was  attacked  with  what  appear- 
ed a  violent  rheumatic  complaint,  affecting  the 
muscles  of  the  back  and  thighs  ;  it  was  not  at- 
tended with  difficult  micturation,  and  was  ulti- 
mately cured  by  a  perpetual  blister.  He  had  a 
most  distressful  cardialgia  for  several  months, 
and  for  the  last  five  years  transient  stranguary. 
He  continued  to  travel  from  his  seat  in  Brad- 
field  to  his  official  duties  in  London,  without  in- 
terruption. He  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  a 
small  portion  of  nitre,  and  occasionally  some  de- 
mulcent draughts  recommended  by  Mr.  Chilver, 
and  he  told  me  they  always  afforded  him  relief. 
The  inside  of  the  bladder  was  much  inflamed, 
and  the  sac  was  discovered  in  which  a  stone 
had  lodged,  of  the  mulberry  kind,  weighing  631 
grs.,  its  specific  gravity  1775.     j.  a.  paris,  m.  d. 


LOSS  OF  SPEECH. 
By  Michael  Ryan,  M.  D.  Edinburgh. 
J.  D.  aged  14,  a  stout  healthy  boy,  received 
a  blow  on  the  head,  which  caused  a  depressed 
fracture,  one  inch  in  circumference,  on  the  ante- 
rior inferior  angle  of  the  left  parietal  bone,  im- 
mediately followed  by  well-marked  symptoms  of 
compression.  13  hours  after  he  received  the  in- 
jury, 1  found  him  under  stupor,  stertorous  breath- 
ing, pupils  dilated  and  motionless,  pulse  slow  and 
very  full.  Venesection  .  and  arteriotomy  were 
largely  employed;  alvine  evacuations  with  diffi- 
culty procured ;  cold  lotions  and  a  blister  ap- 
plied to  the  head;    antiphlogistic  regimen  most 


strictly  adhered  to :  the  urgent  symptoms  were 
removed,  except  paralysis  of  the  tongue  and  loss 
of  speech.  This  treatment  had  been  repeated 
according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms;  he 
gradually  regained  all  his  faculties,  except 
speech. 

Three  months  from  the  injury,  he  could  ar- 
ticulate no  ;  he  continued  speechless  for  a  fur- 
ther period  of  five  months.  He  gradually  re- 
gained the  use  of  the  lost  faculty,  his  articula- 
tion resembling  that  of  a  person  recovering 
from  apoplexy.  He  made  daily  efforts  to  artic- 
ulate before  he  succeeded.  [See  p.  140. 
Patrick-street,  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  July  30,  1823. 

NIGHTMARE. 

When  nightmare  is  habitual,  confusion  of 
head  is  often  felt,  singing  of  the  ears,  sense  o 
weight  about  the  forehead,  and  luminous  spec- 
trums  are  often  seen  in  the  dark.  It  is  not  un- 
common for  people,  even  of  much  improved 
mind,  labouring  under  night-mare,  to  see,  or  im- 
agine they  see,  a  figure  threatening  or  oppress- 
ing- them. 

***  ***,  aged  45,  robust,  of  sanguine  temper- 
ment,  somewhat  melancholic,  certain  nights  for 
15  years,  seldom  after  midnight,  believed  him- 
self threatened  with  death  by  his  nearest  friends^ 
or  people  with  whom  he  had  not  quarrelled.  By 
turns  he  thought  he  received  a  pistol-shot,  a 
stab,  a  volley  of  blows  of  a  club.  Though  care- 
fully tied,  specially  by  the  feet,  with  strong  bonds, 
by  agitation  and  most  violent  efforts  he  got  out 
of  his  chamber  in  dread  and  violent  palpitation. 
All  the  time,  his  eyes  were  open  ;  he  conld  easi- 
ly count  the  clock  striking;  he  had  the  use  of 
his  judgment,  except  about  his  dreams. 

B.  a  very  young  medical  student,  had  not  been 
in  London  nor  a  dissecting  room  before  1810. — 
Timid  and  irritable,  he  dreaded  house-breakers. 
On  waking  at  midnight,  as  he  imagined,  he  heard 
feet  approach  his  chamber-door,  near  St.  Thos.' 
hospital;  the  door  was  soon  open.  The  moon 
shining  bright  in  the  room,  he  saw  distinctly 
every  thing,  and  a  man  in  a  blue  coat,  with  white 
buttons,  approach  the  side,  of  the  bed.  B.drew  him- 
self under  the  clothes  ;  heard  distinctly  his  watch 
tick  under  the  pillow  ;  soon  felt  the  man  rum- 
maging as  if  for  the  watch  ;  B.  drew  it  into  bed  : 
he  still  felt  the  hand  under  the  pillow;  he  left 
the  bed  on  the  opposite  side,  for  the  door ;  the 
man  followed.  B.  felt  distinctly  the  man's  hand 
on  his  shoulder  as  he  was  escaping  by  the  door. 
He  gave  an  alarm  ;  a  watchman  was  immediate- 
ly called,  the  house  strictly  searched,  but  nobo- 
dy could  be  found  ;  no  one  could  have  got  in  or 
out  unseen.  B.  thought  what  he  had  seen  was 
real  till  more  than  a  year,  when,  at  sea,  he 
thought  a  comrade  had  come  to  his  hammock, 
and,  lifting  it,  pressed  his  breast  against  the 
beams  so  he  could  hardly  breathe.  Recovering, 
he  leaped  out.  A  sentry,  posted  close  to  him, 
vouched  no  one  had  approached  him  ;  the  com- 
rade was  asleep  in  bed.  B.  has  often  had  night- 
mare since  ;  he  can  always  contemplate  it  calm- 
ly, and  satisfy  himself  of  its  delusion. 

J.  WALLER,  Swg.. 

STRANGULATED    INGUINAL    HERNIA. 

Cordinued  from  page  128. 
Hernia  sometimes  becomes  strangulated  when 
so  small  as  to  protrude  no  lower  than  within  the 
space  hctween  the  abdominal  ring  and  the  upper 
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aperture  at  which  the  spermatic  cord  first  quits 
the  abdomen.  This  hernia  is  covered  with  the 
tendon  of  the  external  oblique  muscle;  the  sper- 
matic cord,  and  epigastric  artery  lie  behind  it; 
Poupart's  ligament  below  it ;  the  internal  ob- 
lique, and  transverse  muscles,  above  it  in  a  sem- 
icircular direction.  It  is  the  two  first  inches  of 
inguinal  hernia.  It  appears  merely  as  a  ful- 
ness above  the  ring  and  Poupart's  ligament. — 
When  strangulated,  it  is  very  sore  on  pressure, 
and  coughing  produces  much  pain.  Before  stran- 
gulation, the  patient  is  sensible  of  weakness  at 
the  part  under  every  exertion. 

1  have  frequently  found  it  in  dissection  of  per- 
sons who  have  never  been  suspected  of  labour- 
ing under  the  disease,  nor  have  ever  worn  a 
truss.  It  more  commonly  falls  under  the  care  of 
the  physician  than  the  surgeon  ;  as  the  patient 
is  ofien  not  conscious  of  having  a  tumour,  symp- 
toms of  strangulation  are  ascribed  to  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels,  and  the  patient  dies,  as  is 
supposed,  of  iliac  passion. 

A  man  was  admitted  into  St.  Thomas'  Hospi- 
tal with  symptoms,  which,  five  days,  had  been 
treated  as  simple  inflammation  of  the  bowels. — 
Fulness  could  be  perceived  about  Poupart's  liga- 
ment, and  when  this  was  compressed,  a  tumour, 
like  the  end  of  the  little  finger,  appeared  at  the 
ring,  which  receded  to  its  former  place,  on  with- 
drawing the  pressure.  Pain  was  felt,  and  on 
coughing,  much  uneasiness  at  that  spot.  Be- 
sides vomiting,  he  had  hiccough  forty  hours,  his 
belly  was  sore  on  pressure,  his  pulse  so  small  as 
scarce!}-  to  be  distinguishable.  The  sac  was  1| 
inch  long;  half  the  circumference  of  one  of  the 
small  intestines  was  in  it,  with  sanious  serum. 
The  stricture,  which  existed  1~  inch  above  the 
ring,  was  then  divided.  The  intestine  was  dis- 
coloured ;  the  knife  having  accidentally  touched 
one  of  its  superficial  veins,  blood  issued  freely, 
proving-  that  the  bowel  was  fit  to  be  returned  ; 
which  was  done  as  soon  as  the  bleeding  ceased. 
The  patient  had  stools  in  twelve  hours ;  though 
he  afterwards  suffered  from  severe  purging,  he 
recovered. 

The  incision  of  the  integuments  is  begun  over 
the.  tumour,  half  way  between  the  symphisis  pu- 
bis and  spinous  process  of  the  ilium,  and  extend- 
ed downwards  parallel  to  Poupart's  ligament,  as 
low  as  the  ring.  This  incision  exposes  the  ten- 
don of  the  external  oblique  muscle,  which  being 
next  cut  through  in  the  same  direction,  without 
cutting  the  ring,  the  sac  comes  in  view,  extend- 
ing from  the  ring  to  the  opening  at  which  the 
spermatic  cord  quits  the  ahdomen.  The  sac  is 
then  to  be  opened,  and  the  intestine  examined, 
as  before  directed.  A  probe-pointed  bistoury 
being  then  introduced  behind  the  stricture,  this 
is  divided  upward. 

"A  man  in  London  Hospital,  had  bubonocele  of 
the  right  side,  upwards  of  6  years,  during  which 
he  had  almost  constantly. worn  a  truss.  Two 
years  ago,  a  swelling  took  place  in  the  testes  of 
the  same  side,  which  he  describes  to  have  been 
similar  to  a  hydrocele  he  has  on  the  left  side. 
That  swelling  in  a  few  months  gradually  disap- 
peared, and  left  the  testis  wasted  and  drawn  to- 
ward the  groin.     This  is  his  account. 

I  found  a  small  bubonocele  of  the  right  side, 
arid  distinctly  felt  the  testis  of  the  same  side, 
very  small,  at  the  bottom  of  the  hernia,  inclin- 
ing forward.  Means  for  reduction  having  failed, 
after  20  hours  from  the  descent,  I  dissected  to  a 


membrane,  which  I  considered  the  sac  ;  I  punc- 
tured it  at  the  upper  part,  and  laid  it  open  its 
whole  length.  It  extended  within  the  ring, 
which  I  dilated.  The  hernia  was  seated  more 
deeply  ;  the  membrane  I  laid  open  was  the  va- 
ginal tunic  of  the  testis,exfended  by  the  hydro- 
cele, which  bad  disappeared.  I  dissected  through 
the  tunic  at  the  posterior  part,  and  opened  the 
sac,  containing  a  small  portion  of  intestine,  near- 
ly black.  I  could  pass  my  finger  some  way 
above  the  ring ;  the  obstacle  to  reduction  was 
contraction  at  the  mouth  of  the  sac.  By  assist- 
ance of  a  director,  1  removed  the  stricture,  and 
returned  the  intestine.  The  man  is  doing  well. 
The  hernia  must  have  been  behind  the  cord." 

THOS.  BLIZARD. 

Inguinal  hernia  very  generally  takes  the 
course  of  the  spermatic  cord,  and  it  is  therefore 
on  the  outer  side  of  the  epigastric  artery,  where 
it  first  quits  the  abdomen.  Sometimes  hernia 
protrudes  nearer  to  the  pubis  than  usual,  de- 
scending from  the  abdomen  immediately  behind 
the  ring,  on  the  inner  side  of  the  artery. 

When  reducible,  the  truss  must  reach  round 
as  far  as  the  abdominal  ring.  When  strangulat- 
ed, the  attempt  at  reduction  should  be  upwards 
and  inwards. 

The  epigastric  artery  may  have  been  divided, 
and  produced  death  by  pouring  its  contents  into 
the  abdomen,  without  the  surgeon  being  aware 
of  the  mischief. 

A  man  had  been  three  days  labouring  under 
strangulated  scrotal  hernia.  It  had  resisted 
every  attempt  at  reduction.  1  performed  the 
operation  precisely  according  to  the  rule  usually 
laid  down,  of  dividing  the  mouth  of  the  hernial 
sac,  upwards  and  outwards.  As  soon  as  the  di- 
vision was  made,  arterial  blood  flowed  down 
over  the  intestine  within  the  sac;  the  bowel  be- 
ing immediately  returned,  a  considerable  stream 
of  arterial  blood  flowed  into  the  sac.  Pressure 
was  made  on  the  groin  in  the  situation  of  the 
epigastric  artery,  apparently  with  success.  4 
hours  after,  copious  discharge  of  blood  from  the 
wound  occurred.  Further  pressure  was  made 
without  success  ;  the  man  died  ten  hours  after 
the    operation  ;    becoming   gradually  faint,    and 


nature.     Unenlightened  empiricism  does  not  dis- 
criminate between  nature  and  art. 

The  medical  profession  requires  more  re- 
search, and  greater  information  than  any  other. 
Medicine  is  an  assemblage  of  sciences:  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  they  nearly  all  become  tributary  to  it. 

There  is  scarcely  a  physician  who  does  not 
occasionally  meet  with  cases  where  it  becomes 
necessary  to  open  the  body  after  death  to  ascer- 
tain what  parts  are  diseased,  or  the  nature  of 
the  lesion.  If  he  be  unacquainted  with  the  nat- 
ural condition  and  appearances  of  the  different 
tissues,  how  can  he  pronounce  them  sound  or 
morbid?  With  what  indignation  and  horror 
would  we  behold  him  before  a  judicial  tribunal, 
where  the  life  of  a  human  being  depends  on  the 
accuracy  with  which  the  anatomical  examina- 
tions are  conducted  and  reported." 


M.  Mondat,  at  Turin,  with  two  other  physiol- 
ogists, received  the  semen  of  a  dog  into  the  cup 
of  a  curve  funnel;  its  tubular  part,  ten  inches 
long,  was  thrust  three  or  four  inches  into  the  va- 
gina of  a  bitch  in  beat,  to  convey  the  seminalis 
aura.  In  18  out  of  30  trials,  impregnation  was 
produced  ;  and  the  same  result  was  obtained  up- 
on two   mares. — Journal  Universel.     Fevr.  1823. 


THYROID    GLAND. 

The  use  of  this  gland  has  totally  puzzled  the 
anatomists  of  every  country;  it  seems  to  be 
an  organ  for  giving  tone  to  the  voice. 

Our  enquiries  upon  the  use  of  the  thj'roid 
gland,  with  the  results  of  many  examinations  of 
the  vocal  organs  of  man,  birds  and  quadrupeds, 
will  be  published.  Jn  the  mean  time,  those  gen- 
tlemen of  the  profession  who  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  communicate  any  important  cases  of  Goi- 
tre, where  there  was  a  change  of  voice,  or  in- 
deed, peculiar  affections  of  this  part  from  any 
other  disease,  will  greatly  oblige  the  editor. 


the  abdomen  being  distended  with  blood. 


SIR    A.  COOPER. 


Sulphur  a  preservative  against  measles. — Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1817,  the  measles  prevailed 
epidemically  at  Munster.  Children  affected 
with  itch,  who  were  using  sulphur  externally 
and  internal!}',  were  exempt.  In  1822,  measles 
occurred  again,  preceded  for  many  days  by  a 
convulsive  cough.  For  this  symptom  I  prescrib- 
ed flowers  of  sulphur  and  white  sugar,  half  a 
tea-spoonful.  Many  trials  were  made  on  chil- 
dren of  different  families  and  ages,  and  all  who 
took  it  in  time  escaped  the  disease. 

M.   TOURTUAL. 


Horace  A.  Hayden,  Esq.  Baltimore,  has  dis- 
covered that  the  empyreumatic  oil  which  comes 
over  in  the  distillation  of  pyro-ligneous  acid,  is 
peculiarly  valuable  for  preserving  anatomical 
preparations.  "  Imbued  with  this  oil,,  the  ani- 
mal textures  seem  entirely  defended  from  all  the 
changes  of  time."  The  acid  is  sold  by  the  man- 
ufacturers for  25  cts.  per  gallon. 


"The  mystery  of  a  nostrum  inspires  a  confidence 
in  its  virtues,  which  might  in  vain  be  expected 
were  its  ingredients  disclosed.  People  who  em- 
ploy it,  to  guard  against  aspersion  or  ridicule, 
justify  their  credulity,  by  bestowing  extravagant 
encomiums  on  the  nostrum,  though  the  benefit 
they  believe  they  have  received,  is  altogether 
imaginary.     It  has  been  established    beyond  dis 


COW-FOX. 
When  I  was  in  Bombay,  I  told    you  cow-pock 
was    well    known  in   Persia,  by  the    Eliaats,    or 
wandering  tribes.     Since  my  return  here,  1  have 
made  very  particular  inquiries    on    the    subject, 
amongst  several    different  tribes  who  visit    this 
place    in  winter,  to    sell    the   produce    of  their 
flocks,  carpets,  rugs,  butter,  cheese,  &c.     Every 
Eliaat  I  have  spoken  to  on  this  head,  of  at  least 
6  or  7  different  tribes,  uniformly   told    me,  peo- 
ple who  milk  the  cattle,  caught  a    disease,  after 
which  they  were  perfectly  safe  from  small-pox; 
that  this  disease  was  prevalent  among  the  cows, 
particularly  on  the  teats,  that  it  was   more    pre- 
valent among,  and  more  frequently  caught  from 
the  sheep.     The    persons  of  whom  I  inquired, 
could  have  no  interest  in  telling  me  a  falsehood. 
I  have  asked  at  least  near  40  or  50    persons.     I 
made  most  particular  inquiries  of  a  very  respec- 


pute,  that  the  favourable  termination  of  some  of 

these  cases  is  owing  to  the  efforts  of  unassisted  I  table   farmer  who   lives  14  miles  from  this,  by 


144 


name,  Malalla  ;  he  confirmed  every  thing  that 
the  Eliaats  told  me,  and  said  the  disease  was 
very  common  ail  over  the  country,  that  his 
sheep  often  had  it.  The  Eliaats  say  they  caught 
the  infection  oftener  from  the  sheep  than  the 
cow;  most  of  the  butter,  ghee,  cheese,  &.c.  is 
made  from  sheeps'  milk;  the  black  cattle  yield 
very  little,  being  more  used  for  draught  than 
any  thing  else.—  W.  Bruce,  Esq.  resident  at  Bu- 
shire. 
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A  remarkably  healthy  buck  was  killed  in 
Bradbury  Park,  Aug.  1816,.  and  on  opening  him, 
it  was  discovered  that,  at  some  former  time,  the 
creature  had  been  shot  in  the  heart  ;  a  leaden 
ball  being  found  in  a  cyst  in  the  substance  of  that 
viscus,  about  2  inches  from  the  apex.  The  sur- 
face of  the  cyst  had  a  whitish  appearance,  and 
the  ball,  which  has  been  preserved,  is  quite  flat, 
and  weighs  92  grains.  A  soldier,  whose  case  is 
on  record,  survived  49  hours  after  receiving  a 
wound  from  a  bayonet  through  the  heart. 

Arterial  Injections. — Ground  plaster  of  Paris, 
mixed  in  cold  water,  in  the  proportion  of  1  pint 
to  a  quart  of  the  latter,  will  fill  the  minute  ves- 
sels, and  harden  so  quickly,  that  dissection  may 
be  made  immediately.  The  heart,  kidney  and 
penis,  prepared  in  this  way,  will  last  longer,  and 
look  better  than  if  filied  with  wax,  which  in 
vcrj'  warm  weather  may  exude. 


EMASCULATION. 

A  physiologist  has  inquired,  if  this  operation 
does  not  instantly  destroy  all  those  known  pro- 
pensities, on  which  the  animal  reproductive 
power  depends  ?  The  following  facts  may  pos- 
sibly be  of  service  to  him  in  the  inquiry. 

A  boy,  C  or  10  years  of  age,  in  New-Hamp- 
shire, in  consequence  of  hearing  men  converse 
upon  the  subject  of  passing  a  ligature  round  the 
scrotum  of  some  animal,  performed  the  same 
process  upon  himself,  when  alone,  with  a  strong 
twine,  and  soon  growing  unwell,  he  was  put  to 
bed  by  the  family,  who  were  unacquainted  with 
the  cause,  which  he  did  not  think  to  inform 
them  of.  A  physician  was  consulted,  who  pre- 
scribed a  variety  of  internal  medicines,  without 
affording  any  relief.  To  the  surprise  of  all,  in 
a  few  days,  the  testes  slouehed  completely  off, 
which  brought  the  whole  circumstance  to  light. 
This  person  is  now  adult,  having  never  had  the 
least  change  of  voice,  nor  appearance  of  a  beard  ; 
towards  the  other  sex,  he  has  invariably  felt  an 
ntter  contempt,  carefully  avoiding  them  on  all 
occasions. 

A  wood-sawyer,  in  this  city,  some  few  years 
ago,  had  the  testes  removed  in  consequence  of 
ht;\n^  cancerous,  hut  continued  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  former  habits,  about  1  year.  These 
gradually  subsided,  but  not  entirely. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  destruction  of 
the  glans,  in  which  nerves  from  the  hypogas- 
tric plexus  aud  sacrals,  are  finely  terminated, 
would  have  nearly  the  same  effect  as  emascula- 
tion ;  yet  the  following  cases  seem  to  invalidate 
this  supposition. 

West,  a  tailor  by  profession,  took  the  venere- 
al disease  at  Marseilles,  being  then  on  board  a 
government  ship;  this  was  one  of  the  most  se- 
vere cases  we  remember  of  witnessing.  After  a 
Variety   ©f  medicines,  prescribed    by  the  most 


able  physicians  in  Boston,  horny  excrescences 
appeared  on  various  parts  of  his  "body  and  face, 
of  a  conical  shape,  formed  by  lamellae,  that  pro- 
jected an  inch  or  more  from  the  body,  which 
fell  off,  and  were  succeeded  by  others,  near  the 
same  place.  He  became  a  subject  of  the  alms- 
house in  1817,  at  which  time  the  terribly  ulcer- 
ated state  of  the  penis,  which  defied  all  applica- 
tions, induced  the  surgeon  to  amputate  it,  leav- 
ing the  remaining  portion  only  about  one  inch  in 
iength.  Some  considerable  time  elapsed  before 
it  completely  healed ;— bnt  notwithstanding  all 
these  embarrassments,  W.  often  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  be  able  to  visit  some  of  his  old  female  as- 
sociates, having  repeatedly  assured  the  medical 
pupils,  that  his  propensity  for  their  company  was 
unabated.  Nocturnal  emissions  were  not  un- 
frequent,  nor  was  it   uncommon  to  effect   them 

by   titillation.     He   was  eventually   discharged 
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well. 

Some  boys  tied  a  cord  round  the  penis  of  an 
intoxicated  sailor,  who  was  sleeping  on  a  wharf ; 
to  the  other  end  of  the  cord  was  a  club,  which, 
on  being  suddenly  awakened  by  their  insults,  he 
threw  at  them  with  great  force,  tearing  away 
the  whole  of  the  glans  in  a  moment.  His  re- 
covery was  rapid,  nor  was  the  ability  of  per- 
forming any  former  procreative  act,  diminished. 

A  gentleman  of  considerable  literary  reputa- 
tion, mutilated  himself,  in  a  fit  of  insanity,  in  the 
country,  by  cutting  off  the  whole  organ  with  a 
razor.  He  lived  three  years  after,  in  which 
time  he  composed  a  book  of  considerable  merit, 
was  apparently  happy  in  the  presence  of  his 
wife,  but,  unhappily,  in  another  paroxysm,  open- 
ed his  own  abdomen,  in  a  shocking  manner,  the 
bowels  being  horridly  exposed  when  his  friends 
entered  the  room,  to  whom  he  observed,  that  he 
was  going  to  examine  his  heart. 

A  barber  accidentally  let  a  razor  fall  in  his 
lap,  that  nearly  severed  the  penis  in  twain.  The 
wound  healed  kindly,  but  the  seminal  fluid  ever 
after  came  away,  guttatim,  about  an  hour  after 
all  pleasurable  sensations  were  past. 
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inconsistent  with  perfect  fairness  and  good  faith  ; — in- 
deed, in  the  Professors,  they  are  happy  to  say,  that  they 
find  a  pleasing  degree  of  liberality  and  public  spirit. — 
The  Institution,  they  are  happy  to  state,  promises  much 
utility  to  the  medical  profession,  to  the  country  and  to 
the  world.  About  80  students  have  attended  the 
course,  now  just  completed,  and  a  considerable  number 
have  acquitted  themselves  with  great  honour  in  exami-" 
nation.  During  the  course,  above  500  lectures  have 
been  delivered  upon  the  several  branches  of  medical 
science.  Considering  the  infancy  of  the  Institution,  a 
very  handsome  collection  has  already  been  made,  of 
anatomical  preparations  ;  a  great  variety  of  elegant 
wax  models  of  the  human  frame,  in  whole  or  in  parts, 
and  a  great  variety  of  specimens  in  botany  and  miner- 
alogy. 

This  committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  state,  that  the 
funds  of  the  Institution  are  low — so  that  it  is  not  only 
ivorthy  of  patronage,  but  greatly  needs  it— and  that 
should  the  patronage  which  it  merits  he  granted,  it 
must  rise  to  great  patronage  and  great  usefulness. 

In  conclusion,  they  can  cheerfully  say,  that  they 
have  been  much  gratified  by  the  result  of  their  enquiry,, 
and  recommend  the  Institution  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Society  and  of  the  Public. 

ALFRED  PERRY, 
ORREN  WRIGHT, 
IiU BEARD  BARTLETT, 
ROBT.  WORTHINGTON. 

Pittsjield,  Dec.  25,  1823.' 

It  was  then  Voted,  To  accept  the  Report  of  the^ 
Committee. 

Also,  Voted,  That  the  Berkshire  District  Medical 
Society  unito  with  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  in 
a  petition  now  pending  before  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth,  for  an  endowment  of  the  Institution. 

A  true  Copy — Attest, 

ROBT.  WORTHINGTON,  Sec'ij. 


Beddingfield's  Medical  Practice  has  recently 
been  republished,  with  notes,  by  Stephen  W. 
Williams,  M.  D.  Deerfield,  Mass.  The  reputa- 
tion of  the  book,  in  England,  has  been  good,  and 
we  feel  a  hope  that  it  will  not  be  lessened  in 
this  country.  It  is  an  unfortunate  circumstance 
that  the  author  of  the  notes  had  not  the  privi- 
lege of  conecting  the  proof-sheets,  nor  even  fin- 
ishing the  manuscript,  before  they  were  in  print. 
We  are  authorised  in  assuring  the  public  that 
Dr.  Williams  had  no  knowledge  of  the  hasty 
manner  in  which  the  work  was  published,  until 
it  was  too  late,  which,  in  some  measure, 
will  apologize  for  its  many  apparent  imper- 
fe  :tions. 


Medical  Lectures  in  Bowdoin  College  will  commence 
on  Monday,  Feb.  23.  The  fee  for  a  ticket  of  admission 
to  each  course  of  lectures,  is  15  dollars,  payable  in  ad- 
vance, amounting  in  the  whole  to  45  dollars. 

WEEKLY   REPORT   OF  DEATHS   IN    BOSTON,  ENDING  JAN- 


UARY   14,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS. 


Jan. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
for  the  District  of  Berkshire,  on  Friday,  the  26th  of 
Dec.  1823,  the  committee,  appointed  by  the  Medical 
Society,  to  investigate  the  concerns  of  the  Medical  In- 
stitution, made  the  following  report : — 

The  Committee  appointed'  by  the  Berkshire  District 
Medical  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  invest igating  the 
concerns  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  beg  leave 
to  report,  That,  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  assign- 
ed them,  they  have  examined  the  books  and  papers  of 
the  Institution,  and  obtained  from  the  Faculty  a  state- 
ment of  its  concerns.  As  to  the.  management  of  the  pe- 
cuniary Concerns  of  the  Institution,  they   find   nothing) 


10 


11 

12 

13 


Abigail  Thing, 

Young, 

Matthew  Murphy, 

Fitzpatrick, 

Abigail  Cunningham, 
John  R.  Barry, 
Abraham  T.  Lambert, 
T.  Coltman, 
David  Fogg, 
Benjamin  Bellamy,. 
George  Meriam, 
Stones, 


Age 
26 

32 

32- 

3 

38 

27 

5  mo. 

8 

1  days 

20 


Mary  Brown, 

Mary  Curtis,  8 

Sarah  Bowden,  22 

14     Sally  Tuttle,  44 

Mary  Adams, 
Consumption  3,    childbed  2,    stillborn  2,    pleurisy  1, 
burn  1,  lung-fever  1,  dysentery  1,  nervous-fever  1,  sui- 
cide 1. 
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Strangulated  Inguinal  Hernia. 

JUST  published,    at   this   office,  Operation    for. 
Strangulated  I  inguinal  Hernia,  from  the  Trea- 
tise by  Sir  Astlty  Cooper,   Bart.      Pricel2  1-2  cts. 
jan.  6. 
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STRANGULATED    INGUINAL    HERNIA. 

Continued  from  page  143. 
Daniel  Pyson,  a  farmer's  servant  at  Wingham, 
county  of  Kent,  aged  20,  of  healthy  constitution, 
had  been  subject  to  inguinal  hernia  from  a  child, 
which,  at  Christmas,  1801,  became  strangulated, 
but  had  been  reduced  by  application  of  ice.  In 
August,  1802,  it  became  again  strangulated. — 
He  had  worn  a  truss,  which  had  closed  the  sac 
of  the  original  hernia;  another  had  protruded 
to  the  outer  side  of  this.  The  tumour  was  scro- 
tal, about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  had  all  the 
characters  of  hernia,  except  slight  inequality 
near  the  ring.  I  tried  the  usual  means  of  reduc- 
tion without  success. 

After  making  an  incision  from  the  upper  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  sac,  I  cautiously  made  an 
opening  into  it ;  it  contained  only  two  oz.  of  wa- 
ter. It  had  no  communication  wilh  the  abdo- 
men or  the  vaginal  tunic  of  the  testes,  and  had 
the  appearance  of  an  old  hernial  sac.  He  had 
formerly  bad  strangulated  hernia.  1  continued 
the  incision  upward,  so  as  to  expose  the  ring ;  1 
saw  a  second  hernial  sac,  about  the  size  of  the 
end  of  the  thumb  projecting  through  it,  on  the 
side  of  the  other.  It  contained  a  fold  of  strangu- 
lated intestine,  closely  embraced  by  the  ring.  I 
passed  Pott's  bistoury  between  the  tendon  and 
intestine,  and  divided  the  tendon  which  I  distinct- 
ly saw.  The  sac  was  continued  upward  under 
the  tendon,  and  on  introducing  my  ringer  within 
it,  I  found  the  stricture  infinitely  greater  at  this 
part;  I  long  tried  in  vain  to  introduce  the  point 
of  a  curved  bistoury  within  it.  At  last,  though 
I  was  at  the  moment  aware  of  danger  to  the  epi- 
gastric artery,  I  cut  it  whilst  dilating  the  stric- 
ture, of  which  I  was  immediately  sensible,  by  a 
copious  flow  of  blood.*  To  stop  the  blood,  1 
made  many  fruitless  endeavours,  till  after  bleed- 
ing an  hour  the  patient  fainted.  Then  a  coagu- 
lum  was  formed  over  the  wound,  he  was  order- 
ed to  bed,  and  to  be  kept  cool. 

At  4  o'clock  ihe  succeeding  morninrr,  vomit- 
ing came  on,  and  4  oz.  of  coagulated  blood,  col- 
lected in  the  abdomen  near  the  wound,  beine- 
thereby  forced  out,  bleeding  took  place,  which 
run  through  his  bed  to  the  floor.  8  o'clock,  he 
had  no  pulse  at  the  wrist.  I  introduced  a  dossil 
within  the  wound  up  towards  the  abdomen  ;  de- 
sired constant,  considerable  pressure  to  be  kept 
uu  midway  between  the  ring  and  spine  of  the 
ilium,  without  intermission,  four  davs;  then  the 
lint  was  withdrawn,  without  further  accident. — 
The  extreme  debility  Which  followed  the  loss 
of  blood,  rendered  his  bowels  so  torrvd  qs  to  pre- 
vent his  having  a  stool  before  the  third  dnv  ;  it 
wn"  then  produced  bv  calomel  end  colocvnth, 
and  by  clysters.  On  the  same  account  1  was  un- 
der the  necessity  n^wsing  a  catheter.  At  the  end 
of  five  weeks,  he  had  so  completely  recovered 
as  to  resume  his  usual  occupation,     mix.  pavte. 


Inected  with  life.  The  capacity  of  few  men 
seems  well  adapted  for  them.  The  chymist 
may  repeat  his  experiments  as  often  as  he 
pleases  ;  he  may  vary  them  till  he  obtains  re- 
sults on  which  he  can  rely  : — the  doubts  and 
darkness  that  surround  the  physician  are,  in  com- 
parison, tenfold.  h.  scott,  m.  d. 


Case  of  coagulum  of  blood  extracted  from  the  blad- 
der by  a  syringe. 
Nov.  9th,  1820,  a  robust  man,  aged   64,   was 
attacked  with  retention  of  urine,  which    he    as- 
cribed to  hard  riding  the  preceding  day,  the  air 


and  consequences  from  that  which  attacks  the 
sclerotic  coat  ;  both  differ  widely  from  that 
which  invades  the  iris,  lens  or  retina.  The 
symptoms  which  characterize  inflammation  of 
the  meibomian  glands,  differ  essentially  from 
those  which  manifest  themselves  when  the  lach- 
rymal gland  or  sac  is  inflamed.  The  general 
treatment  in  all  these  cases  is  the  same  ;  each 
variety  requires  some  modification  of  treatment, 
depending  upon  the  difference  of  structure  and 
function  of  the  part.  george  frjck,  m.  d, 

Baltimore,  1823. 


COLCHICUM. 

Husson's  and  Wilson's  gout-medicines  and  the 
wine  of  colclucum  cure  gout  nearly  in  the 
same  way,  and  go  off  ire  similar  periods  of 
time.  The  deposit,  separated  from  the  infusion 
by  keeping,  given  in  the  dose  of  a  few  grains, 
produces  inflammation  and  ulceration  on  the 
coats  of  the  stomach  aud  intestines.  The  infu- 
sion removes  the  paroxysms  of  gout  equally 
without  the  deposit,  as  with  it.  The  infusion, 
clear  of  the  deposit,  can  be  taken  in  doses  of  60 
or  70  minims,  without  disturbance  in  the  stom- 
ach, increase  of  the  secretions,  or  irregularity 
of  pulse.  60  minims  is  the  smallest  dose  to  be 
depended  on. 

These  facts  are  confirmed  by  months'  experi- 
ence on  myself  and  many  others.  After  an  ill- 
ness, by  which  I  was  reduced  so  as  to  be  unable 
to  walk  alone,  gout  came  violently  in  my  left 
foot ;  60  minims  of  the  wine  removed  it  in  24 
hours. 

The  bulbs  of  colchicum  should  be  collected 
after  disappearance  of  the  leaves,  which  hap- 
pens in  July,  and  before  appearance  of  the 
flower,  early  in  September.        everaro  home. 

Wtslminsler. 


>eiog  damp  and  cold.     1  saw  him  30  hours  after 
ihe  attack  commenced.     The  pain    (referred  to 
the  glans  penis)  was  excruciating,  with  constant 
desire  to  empty  the  b'adder,  and  frequent  stools 
with  tenesmus.     Three    pints   of  high-coloured 
urine  were  drawn  by  catheter,  considerable    re- 
sistance being  given    to  introduction  of  the  cath- 
eter by  a  stricture  near  the  bulb  of  the  urethra, 
and  also  by  an  enlarged  prostate   gland.     20  oz. 
of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm — the  bowels 
fr°ely   opened    by    castor-oil — warm    bath    was 
used — leeches  applied  to  the  perineum — an  ene- 
ma, and  fomentations  to  the   hypogastrium    and 
perineum.     In  six  hours    after   catheterism    the 
symptoms  became  so  urgent,  20  oz.  of  high-col- 
oured urine  were  drawn,  with  much  relief.     The 
urine  was  obliged  to  be  drawn  off  every  day  till 
the  15th,  when,    having    made    a    little    water, 
while  in  the  bath,  he  found  himself  so  much  bet- 
ter, he  sat  up  for  3  hours;  aggravation  followed 
of  all  his  former  sufferings.     When  the  catheter 
was    introduced,   (with  much  difficulty)  nothing 
passed    but  a  few  drops    of  blood,  and  4  oz.  of 
urine,  followed    by  blood,  which  obstructed    the 
openings  of  the  catheter,  and    rendered    its    re- 
moval   necessary.       The    antiphlogistic     means 
were  rigorously  used  for  two  days,  without  ben- 
efit;   no  urine  pa««ed   during  that  time.     The 
bladder  could  be  felt  distended  through  the  rec- 
tum— the  pulse  was  100 — tongue  loaded — coun- 
tenance expressive  of  much  anxiety — hiccup. 

On  the    18th,    a    large  sized    silver  catheter' months  ago,  a  small  fungus  excrescence  appear 
with  one  oval  opening  near   the  extremity  wasied  in  the   eye,  which,  previously,  seemed  a   lit 


FUNGUS  H.EMATODES. 
A  boy  in  this  city,  aet.  12  years,  has  a  tumour 
growing  from  the  socket  of  the  left  eye,  and  in- 
corpoiated  with    the  whole   cheek  and  nose. 


*   I  d'viderl    ihe   ahriornir>al    rins:   upward,  the  stric- 
ture at  the  mouth  of  the  sac  inwards. 


No   ras»arches  arp  srt  difficult  a"  those  which 
regard   the    human  body,  and  the  changes  con- 


introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  the  pipe  of.  m 
ei'ght-»oupce-syriri*e  adapted  to  the  external  ori- 
fice of  the  instrument.  By  repeated  quick 
strokes  of  the  piston,  18  oz.  of  firm  black  eoagu- 
lum,  of  urinous  smell,  were  drawn  off,  with  great 
relief.  19th — 8  oz.  of  a  ropy  dark  brown  mat- 
ter were  drawn  off,  20th — 6  oz.  abstracted' 
2ist — some  ropy  urinous  matter  passed  involnn- 
tariiy.  He  expired  on  the  24th,  in  a  state  of 
coma,  the  catheter  havings  been  introduced  the 
preceding  chw,  the  bladder  found  empty. 
Dublin,  1823.  L.  byron,  m 


D. 


Every  acute  inflammation  of  an    or^an    begins 


tie-distorted  ;  since  that  time,  there  has  been  a 
rapid  growth  ;  the  tumour  has  extended  on  the 
forehead,  carrying  the  left  eye  with  it ;  it  has 
destroyed,  by  great  distention,  the  shape  of  the 
nose,  and  wholly  prevents  him  from  breathing 
through  it.  There  appears  to  be  a  caries  of  the 
nasal  bones  and  the  inner  wail  of  the  antrum, 
both  being-  destroyed  by  pressure  of  fleshy  sub- 
stance from  those  cavities.  In  the  roof  of  the 
mouth  are  symptoms  of  caries  of  the  palate  ;  the 
teeth  are  loose,  and  stand  up  from  the  gums. — 
The  eves  have  not  lost  their  natural  brilliancy, 
nor  do  thev  give  much  evidence  of  disease.  On 
the  centra  i  part   of  the  tumour,  which  is  nearly 


in  a  single  tissue  of  its  structure,  and  is  accom- (between  the  ?ngle  of  the  mouth  and  foramen  in- 
nanierl  nv  a  set  of  phenomena  indYative  of  the  jf-a-orbitarium,  the  skin  is  amazingly  tense  and 
tissue  affected;  wh°n  irtflwnn,;w  evtonds  to  liv'.d,  it*  blood  vessels  very  tortuous 
+he  ad iacent  tissues,  it  is  amended  with  another  moves,  but  vision  is  destroyed 
train  of  symptoms  alike  indicative  of  the  struc-  the  fir«t  professional  eminence,  from  the  confi- 
ture newly  inva  led.  Inflammation  attacking  the!  mfcncetnent  offhe  disease,  have  objected  to  the 
conjunctiva,  is  very  different   in  its  appearance  I  use  of  the  knite. 


The   eye 

Gen'lomen   of 
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Prostate  Gland. — A  man,  who  died  recently,  act. 
63,  was  in  constant  distress  2  yrs,  never  being  re- 
cumbent without  great  misery.  The  gianu  ap- 
peared scirrhous,  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  but 
not  sore  when  pressed  by  the  finger  in  the  rec- 
tum. Urine  flowed  continually,  excoriating  the 
part  very  badly;  enemas  of  warm  water  gave 
momentary  relief  He  was  constantly  costive  ; 
rhubarb  in  repeated  doses  was  the  only  efficient 
cathartic.  He  died  in  the  most  distressing  sit- 
uation. 


A  few  3'ears  ago,  the  carotid  artery  of  a  calf, 
three  inches  in  length,  was  dissected  out,  tied, 
and  divided  ;  no  pulsation  was  perceptible.  It 
is  by  resistance  of  surrounding  parts,  that  great- 
er force  is  exerted  in  arteries.  The  jerking 
manner  in  which  a  wounded  artery  throws  its 
blood,  shows  that  the  effect  is  produced  by  its 
muscular  fibres,  and  not  solely  by  the  heart. 


In  a  case  of  hydrophobia,  M.  Magendie  inject- 
ed a  pint  of  water  into  the  veins,  while  the  pa- 
tient exhibited  the  wildest  fury,  a  desire  of  bit- 
ing, and  horror  of  every  kind  of  liquid.  In  half 
an  hour  he  recovered  his  reason  ;  the  desire  to 
bite,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  ceas- 
ed.    Four  days  after,  he  appeared  recovered. 

September,  1823. 

People  who  puncture  themselves  with  the 
dissecting  knife;  should  wash  the  part  immedi- 
ately with  spirits  of  turpentine.  When  there 
has  been  an  absorption  of  matter,  the  pain  and 
inflammation  is  generally  confined,  at  first,  to  the 
wound,  but  soon  is  followed  by  a  bubo  in  the 
armpit.  In  those  cases  where  suppuration  has 
taken  place,  ulcers  are  formed,  which  are  very 
difficult  to  heal.  A  student  in  this  city,  wound- 
ed his  finger  while  he  was  dissecting  a  subject 
who  had  syphilis.  An  ulcer  followed,  that  dis- 
charged a  greenish  matter,  2  years.  He  was 
salivated,  but  died  of  a  consumption  before  the 
c-ure  was  effected. 

Any  putrid  animal  matter  may  produce  an  ul- 
cer, if  absorbed  by  a  recent  wound.  There  is 
less  danger  in  dissecting  persons  who  die  of 
common  diseases,  or  of  syphilis,  than  those  which 
have  become  putrid  from  long  keeping.  Bichat 
lost  his  life  in  the  examination  of  a  putrid  arm, 
which  he  had  kept  a  long  time  in  water; — he 
had  previously  examined  6000  bodies,  without 
inconvenience. 


COW-POX. 
In  Russia,  no  person  can  be  admitted  into  a 
school,  be  bound  apprentice  to  any  trade,  nor 
married,  who  has  not  had  cow-pox  or  small-pox. 
Such  regulations  have  driven  small-pox  from  the 
kingdom:  1,200,000  were  vaccinated  in  a  few 
years.  In  Prussia,  those  who  die  of  small-pox, 
are  buried  silently,  unattended,  without  the  toll- 
ing of  bells.  The  discovery  of  vaccination  is 
celebrated  by  an  annual  festival. — In  Bavaria, 
all  persons  who  neglect  (o  be  vaccinated,  are 
exposed  to  a  fine. 


INJECTION  OF  THE  LYMPHATICS, 

Is  easily  effected  only  in  dropsical  subjects,  of 
18  or  20  years.  Inject  the  arteries  and  veins  of 
a  limb  with  wax  ;  then  turning-  the  upper  part  of 
the  limb  downwards,  dissect  off  the  integuments 
very  carefully,  till  fine  white  lines  are  perceiv- 
ed, resembling  minute  nervous  filaments,  having 
an  oblique  direction  over  the  superficial  veins, 
either  in  the  ankle,  wrist  or  knee.  One  of  these 
lines  is  to  be  taken  up  with  a  fine  needle,  and 
after  being  split  by  scissors,  the  point  of  a  small 
blow-pipe  is  to  be  inserted.  If  the  pipe  is  too 
large,  a  steel  wire  passed  into  the  hole  of  the 
glass  tube,  will  guide  it  into  the  vessel.  When 
the  tube  is  confined  in  its  place,  withdraw  the 
wire,  and  pour  in  the  mercury.  Other  lympha- 
tics may  be  filled  in  the  same  manner,  taking 
the  precaution  not  to  puncture  any  vessel  after 
the  mercury  has  been  pressed  into  it.  Should 
it  not  pass  readily,  a  little  pressure  ma}'  be  re- 
sorted to,  with  the  finger,  till  the  obstruction  of 
the  valves  is  overcome.  When  the  injection  is 
completed,  the  limb  should  dry  in  a  horizontal 
position. 


MUSCULAR  COAT  OF  THE  ARTERIES. 
To  demonstrate  the  muscularity  of  a  large  ar- 
tery, the  utmost  caution  is  necessary.  The  fibres 
run  but  one  way,  are  segments  of  circles,  of 
pale-  filamentous  appearance.  In  the  fish,  they 
are  not  discoverable,  in  consequence  of  their 
whiteness.  The  ao'-ia  and  subclavians  are  the 
only  arteries  in  which  the  muscular  tissue  is  ob- 
servable with  the  naked  eye:  in  very  aged  sub- 
jects, if  ther^  bo  a  tendency  to  ossification,  they 
are  more  conspicuous.  The  aorta  of  the  ox  and 
b<  rse  rarely  appear  muscular,  because  a  greater 
age  than  M,<.  r\  seems  to  be  required,  to  give 
greater  volume  to  the  fibres. 


WRY  KECK. 
A  disease  of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus  mus- 
cle. IHs  so  difficult  to  determine  which  part  ot 
it  is  contracted,  that  a  surgeon  is  not  warranted 
in  dividing  it,  unless  he  has  had  great  experi- 
ence, and  knows  the  point  where  the  spinal  ac- 
cessory nerve  pierces  it.  This,  being  a  branch 
of  the  8th  pair,  which  forms  the  cardiac  plexus 
near  the  upper  orifice  of  the  stomach,  a  division 
of  it  in  an  operation  upon  the  muscle,  will  sensi- 
bly affect  that  organ,  and  disorder  the  whole 
system  very  materially. 


Drunkenness, — in  physicians,  is  generally  in- 
duced by  fatigue,  and  exposure  to  heat  and  cold. 
It  is  often  incurred  by  a  social  spirit,  leading  phy- 
sicians to  accept  of  offers  of  wine,  or  spirits  and 
water.  Good  men  have  been  seduced  and  ruin- 
ed by  this  complaisant  practice.  Drunkenness 
is  hideous  in  any  person,  peculiarly  in  a  physi- 
cian. If  it  rendered  him  offensive  to  his  patients 
only  by  the  smell  it  imparts  to  his  breath,  it 
should  be  a  sufficient  motive  to  deter  him  from 
it.  It  corrupts  his  manners,  impairs  his  judg- 
ment, renders  him  unfit  to  prescribe.  I  kneu 
two  instances  of  death,  by  laudanum,  from  the 
hands  of  a  drunken  physician. 

The  temporary  warmth  spirit  produces,  is  al 
ways  succeeded    by  greater   disposition  to  cold 
It  increases  the  effect  of  heat    on  the  body,  and 
thereby  disposes  to  disease.     It  always  diminish 
es  strength,  and  renders  men  susceptible   of  dis- 
ease, unfit  for  service   of  vigour  or  activity.     A* 
well  mjght  we  throw    oil. into   a   house,  the  roof 
of  which  is  on  fire,  to  prevent   (he    flames  Iron 
extending  to  the  inside.  benj.  rush,  m.  d. 

Philadelphia. 


In  the  ass,  secretion  of  milk  is  not  continued 
after  the  mother  has  lost  impression  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  foal.  When  a  foal  dies,  the  skin  is 
occasionally  thrown  over  the  back  of  another 
foal,  and  smelled  by  the  mother,  particularly 
when  she  is  milked.  If  this  artifice  is  neglected, 
she  soon  goes  dry.  I  took  an  ass  in  milk,  that 
had  a  foal,  kept  them  apart  every  night,  had  the 
mother  milked  in  the  morning  in  presence  of 
the  foal,  more  than  a  month,  without  d.minution 
in  the  morning's  milk.  The  foal  was  then  taken 
away  altogether,  the  mother  was  milked,  instead 
of  being  sucked,  particularly  in  the  evening,  at 
the  same  hour  at  which  the  foal  had  been  taken 
from  her,  and  again  in  the  morning  at  the  usual 
hour.  The  milk  taken  in  the  morning  was  al- 
ways compared  with  that  taken  the  morning  be- 
fore ;  in  three  mornings  the  quantity  was  lessen- 
ed ;  the  fifth  morning  there  was  hardly  any. — 
The  foal  was  then  restored  to  her,  but  she 
would  not  allow  it  to  suck.  The  experiment 
was  repeated  with  similar  results. 

London.  john  hukter. 

STONE  IN  THE  BLADDER. 

Continued  from  page  143. 

I  knew  well  a  surgeon  (Mr.  Bright)  of  the 
company's  service,  who  was  intimate  with  Col. 
Martine,  and  visited  him  at  all  hours.  He  was 
an  ingenious  mechanic.  His  saw  was  of  the 
steel  spring  of  a  watch.  He  introduced  the  can- 
ula  till  it  touched  the  stone,  then,  changing  the 
position  of  his  body,  he  pushed  on  the  saw  till 
it  was,  for  a  little  way,  in  contact  with  the  stone, 
then  moving  it  backwards  and  forwards,  he  re- 
duced it  to  powder.  My  friend  often  saw  him 
at  this  work,  occasionally  more  than  once  on  the 
same  day,  without  pain  ;  for  soft  parts  plentiful- 
ly covered  with  mucus,  are  under  very  different 
circumstances  from  resisting  bodies,  and  com- 
pletely elude  the  teeth  of  so  fine  a  saw.  Soon 
after  every  sawing,  he  passed  with  his  urine  a 
quantity  of  stone  in  powder.  Although  a  paral- 
lel case  will  not  often  occur,  where  the  patient 
is  so  intelligent  and  ingenious,  yet  by  long  habit, 
and  guided  by  feelings  known  only  to  the  indi- 
viduals, a  similar  mode  might  sometimes  be  ap- 
plied with  advantage.  No  surgeon  can  affect 
this  for  another  person.  To  place  the  stone 
and  the  saw  in  the  proper  positions,  and  to  car- 
ry on  the  operation  with  suecess  and  without 
pain  or  injury,  can    be  done  by  the  patient  only. 

I  have  conversed  with  a  very  intelligent  offi- 
cer of  high  rank,  who  knew  the  Col.  intimately. 
He  tells  me,  that  the  instrument  for  reducing 
the  stone,  was  rather  a  file  than  a  saw,  fixed  to 
the  end  of  a  piece  of  whalebone.  It  was  passed 
into  the  bladder  through  a  canula.  So  accurate- 
ly, from  habit,  could  the  Col.  judge  of  every  cir- 
cumstance, he  could  tell  when  any  part  of  the 
stone  became  more  elevated  than  the  rest,  and 
could  remove  that  part.  A  friend  now  in  town, 
who  was  intimate  with  the  Col.  was  told,  that 
the  filing  part  of  the  instrument  was  of  a  knit- 
ting nepdle,  properly  tempered,  h.  scott,  m.  r>. 
38,  Russell  sq.  Westminster,  May  8,  181G. 


TALIACOTIAN    OPERATION. 

Performed  at  St.  Thomas''  Hospital,  London. 
The  operation  bad  never  been  performed,  (we 
believe)    at    the    Borough       The    patient    was 
■  bout  34  years  of  age,  the  no§e   completely   de- 
stroyed.    The  man  was  placed  on  the  table,  flat 
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on  his  back,  the  head  a  little  depressed ;  the  first 
step  of  the  operation  was  to  remove  the    diseas- 
ed parts,  and  pare  the  edges  from  the   old  nose; 
then  a  portion  of  integument,  previously  marked 
with  ink  on  the  left  side  of  the  forehead,  of  ir- 
regular shape,  was  detached  trom  the  surround- 
ing skin,  except  a  small  piece  between  the  eye- 
brows.    The  integument  was  brought  down  over 
the  face,  in  the  situation  of  hi*  former  nose,  the 
point  by  which  it  was  joined  to  the  forehead  be- 
ing twisted,  that  the  part  which  was  internal  be- 
fore its  detachment,  might  be  so  still.     The  skin 
was  modelled  into  the  shape  of  a  nose,  and  con- 
fined in  its  proper  situation  by  five  sutures;  strips 
of  adhesive  plaster  were    placed    longitudinally 
on  each  side  of  the  nose,  then  a  compress  of  lin- 
en over  each,  and  a   strip    of  adhesive    plaster  i  give  a  sudden  twinge 
over  them  again.     Two  dossils  of  lint  were  in- 'urethra  is  obliterated 
troduced  into  the    newly  formed    cavity  for    the 
nostrils  ;    and    pressure   by  adhesive  straps,  was 
made  on  the  upper  part  of  the  nose,  where    the 
integument  was  twisted.     The  spot  from  which 
the  skin  was  removed,  was  dressed  with    simple 
dressing  and  sticking  plaster.     During  the   ope- 
ration, the  patient   was    often    obliged    to    raise 
himself  from   the  table,  to  spit    out    the    blood 
which   got   into   his  mouth.     The  operator  was 
Mr.  Travers.     The  whole  was  completed  in  less 
than  half  an  hour.  \ 


quantities  of  similar  concretions  were  voided  ;  af- 
ter death,  which  took  place  6  months  after    any 
magnesia  had  been  taken,  a  collection,  trom  4  to 
G  pounds,  was  found  in  the  head  of  the  colon. 
London,  1817. 


EVERARD  BRAND,  ESQ. 


MAGNESIA. 

A  lady,  in  consequence  of  very  severe  nephri- 
tic attacks,  with  passage  of  gravel,  took  a  tea- 
spoonful  every  night  of  Henry's  calcined  mag- 
nesia. The  dose  was  gradually  increased  to  2 
tea-spoonfuls,  to  affect  the  bowels,  which  it  nev- 
er failed  to  do;  the  symptoms  were  soon  remov- 
ed, but  the  plan  was  persevered  in  two  years 
and  a  half.  It  may  be  presumed  she  took  9  or 
10  pounds,  troy. 

Last  autumn  she  suffered  severely  by  miscar- 
riage, shortly  after  by  biliary  calculi,  after  which 
she  became  sensible  of  tenderness  in  the  left 
side  just  above  the  groin,  with  a  deeply  seated 
tumour,  obscurely  to  be  felt  upon  pressure,  and 
subject  to  attacks  of  constipation,  with  painful 
spasmodic  action  of  the  bowels,  tenesmus,  and  a 
highly  irritable  state  of  stomach,  every  two  or 
three  weeks,  varying  in  violence,  but  requiring 
the  use  of  active  remedies;  during  one  of  them, 
about  the  middle  of  last  March,  a  large  quantity 
of  sand  was  voided  by  the  rectum,  attended  with 
a  peculiar  acute  and  distressful  pain  in  the  seat 
of  the  tumor.  This  sand  was  lost.  Next 
day,  the  same  kind  of  evacuation  happened,  to 
the  same  extent,  which  measured  two  pints. — 
Another  attack  took  place  April  5,  when  several 
irregular  lumps,  of  soft  light  brown  substance 
were  voided,  having  the  appearance  of  a  large 
mass  broken  down,  and  when  dry,  extremely 
friable:  a  part  of  each  of  these  two  last  was 
found  to  consist  entirely  of  sub-carbonate  of  mag- 
nesia concreted  by  the  mucus  of  the  bowels,  in 
the  proportion  of  about  40  per  cent. 

The  use  of  magnesia  was  now  given  up,  and 
an  active  purgative  enjoined,  with  other  neces- 
sary directions;  there  is  every  appearance  of  re- 
turning health,  though  slight  attacks  have  oc- 
curred, and  small  portions  of  the  concretion  oc- 
casionally come  away. 

An  instance,  in  many  respects  resembling  this, 
has  lately  occurred  in  the  practice  of  some  gen- 
tlemen of  eminence  in  this  town,  in  which  large 


A  German  soldier,  now  in  the  western  part  of 
this  State,  when  a  small  boy,  28  years  since, 
permitted  another  boy  to  tie  a  ligature  round 
the  middle  of  the  penis;  being  unable  to  untie  it 
for  several  hours,  great  inflammation  ensued  ; 
matter  was  discharged  a  little  anteriorly  to  the 
bulb  of  the  urethra,  where  the  urine  has  been 
discharged  ever  since,  with  excoriation,  and  oc- 
casionally considerable  swelling.  Semen,  quick- 
ly enlarging  the  orifice,  passes  so  forcibly  as  to 

The   remainder    of  the 

He  thinks  that    but    for 

frequent  emission  of  semen,  the   passage  would 

not  be  sufficiently  open  to  void  urine      without 

extreme  difficult}'. 

Dr.  Delamatter,  in  Sheffield,  Mass.  in  a  simi- 
lar case,  in  which  the  urine  came  through  an 
artificial  opening,  directed  a  trochar  along  the 
spongy  body,  till  the  point  came  into  the  natural 
channel  ;  then  he  closed  the  fistula.  Bougies 
were  kept  in  the  new  passage,  while  the  other 
heated.  In  a  few  weeks  complete  health  was 
restored. 


SELECTA  E  CELSO. 
L.  2,  2.  Ante  adversam  valetudinem  quaedam 
nofae  oriuntur  quarum  omnium  commune  est, 
aliter  se  corpus  habere  atque,  consuevit;  neque 
in  pejus  tantum,  sed  etiam  in  melius.  Si  plenior 
aliquis,  et  speciosior,  et  coloratior  fact  us  est, 
suspecta  habere  bona  sua  debet. —  Sunt,  quaedam 
proprietates  hominum,  sine  quarum  notitia  non 
facile  quidquam  in  futurum  prassagiri  potest. 

10.  Usus  ostendit,  nihil  esse  perpetuum,  ali- 
asque  observationes  adhibendas  esse,  ad  quas 
dirigi  curantis  consilium  debeat. — Interest  non 
quae  asetas  sit,  neque  quid  in  corpore  geratur,  sed 
quae  vires  sint.— -Mulieri  prsegnanti  viribus  opus 
est,  non  tantum  ad  se,  sed  etiam  ad  partum  sus- 
tinendum. — Prascipue  in  hoc  ars  sit,  quae  non  an- 
nos  numeret,  neque  conceptionem  solam  videat, 
sed  vires  jestimet,  et  ex  eo  colligat  possit  necne 
superesse,  quod  vel  puerum,  vel  senem,  vel  in 
und  muliere  duo  corpora  simul  sustineat. 

Fieri,  potest,  ut  morbus  quidem  id  desideret, 
corpus  autem  vix  pati  posse  videatur  :  sed  si  nul- 
lum tamen  appareat  aliud  auxilium,  periturusque 
sit  qui  laborat,  nisi  temeraria  quaque  via  fuerit 
adjutus;  in  hoc  statu  boni  medici  est  ostendere, 
quam  nulla  spes  sit  sine  ea,  faterique,  quantus  in 
hac  ipsa  metus  sit  and  turn  demum,  si  exigetur 
faciendum — safius  est  enim  anceps  auxilium  expe- 
riri,  quam  nullum. — Mittendi  sanguinis  ante  fims 
faciendus  est  quam  anima  deficit. 

I.  12,1.  Necessarium  ^it  enim  advertere,  unde 
ea  caeperint  sine  quo  nemo  mortalium  reperire 
poss't,  cur  hoc,  quam  illo,  potius  utatur. — Occur- 
surum  enim  vitio  dicunt  eum,  qui  originem  non 
iguorarit — Verumque  est,  ad  ipsam  curandi  ra- 
tionei'n  nihil  plus  conferre,  quam  experientiam. 
2,  8.  Nihil  omnino  ob  unam  causam  fieri,  sed  id 
pro  causa  apprehendi  quod  contulisse  pluri- 
mnm  videtur.  Potest  autem  id,  dum  solum  est  ; 
non  movere,  quod  junctum  aliis  maxime  movet. 
Vix  ulla  perpetua  praecepta  medicinalis  ars 
recipit.  Mederi,  oportere  &  communia,  k  pro- 
pria intuentem. — Hip. 


Non  eadem  omnibus,  etiam  in  similibus  casi" 
bus,  opitulantur. 

1.  v,  xxvi,  28.  —  Optimum  medicamentum 
quies  est;  moven  &  ambulare,  nisi  sanis,  alienum 
est.  Motusin  dolore  pestifor — Prima  sunt  quies 
&    abslinentia.    Oportet  in  primis  conquiescere, 

1.  1,  3. — Omnibus  morbis  obnoxia  maxima  in- 
firmitas. 

i.3,  13.  Cum  ex  toto  convaluerit,  periculose 
vitae  genus  subito  mutabit,  &  inordinate  aget. 
Paulatim  ergo  debebit,  eo  transire,  ut  arbitrio 
suo  vivat. 

1.  7. — Siquidem  in  morbis  cum  eadem  saepe 
saliitaria,  saepe  vana  sint,  potest  dubitari,  secun- 
da  valetudo  medecina.  an  corporis  benelicio  con- 
tigerit.  In  iis  quoque,  in  quibus  meclicamenlis 
maxime  nitimus,  quamvis  profectus  evidentior 
est,  tamen  sanitatem  &  per  haec  frusta  quaeri,  L 
sine  his  reddi  ssepe  manifestum  est : — a  medicis 
diu  vexati,  sine  his  interdum  sanescunt. 

1,  3,  22. — Si  mains  corporis  habitus  est,  pri- 
mum  abstinendum  est ;  deinde  alvus  ducenda. 

1.  2,  1. — Pessimum  asgro  caelum  est,  quod 
aegrum  fecit.  1.  1,  9. — Quoties  offensum  corpus 
est,  vitiosa  pars  maxime  sentit.  1.  1,2. — Condi- 
ta  omnia  inutilia  sunt;  quoniam  &  plus  propter 
dulcedinem  assumitur,  &  quod  modo  par  est,  ta- 
men aegrius  concoquitur,  1.  1,  5. — Inutilis  sit 
post  eibum  ant  contentio,  aut  agitatio  animi. — 1. 
2,  7. — Nee  protimus  crimen  artis  esse,  si  quod 
professoris  sit.  Desperatus  non  curandus. — I.  1, 
7. — Post  multas  potiones,  quae  aliquantum  sitim 
excessernnt,  nihil  edendum  est.  1.  3,  4. — Medi- 
cus  non  numerare  dies  debeat,  sed  ipsas  acces- 
siones  intueri. 

1.  4, 14.  Potest  enim  morbus,  qui  per  se  finem 
habiturns  est,  citius  tamen,  adhibito  auxiliotol- 
li.  Neque  audiendi  sunt  qui  numerofiniunt,  quo- 
ties  aliquis  perfricandus  sit. 

16.  Initia  morborum  famem  desiderant. — 
Neque  ulla  res  magis  adjuvat  laborantem,  quam 
tempestiva  abstinentia. 

1.3,1.  Longus  tamen  morbus  cum  penitusinsedit, 
quod  ad  difficultatem  pertinet,  acufo  par  est — 
acutus  quo  vetustior  est ;  longus  quo  recentior, 
eo  facilius  curatur. Non  omnibus  ajgris  ead- 
em auxilia  conveniunt.  Exquo,  alia  atque  alia 
summi  auctores,  quasi  sola,  vindicaverint,  prout 
cuique  cesserant.  Oportet,  ubi  aliquid  non  res- 
ponded non  tanti  putare  auctorem,  quanti  aegrum, 
&  experiri  aliud  atque  a'iud. 

2. — In  acutis  morbis  serius  seger  alendus  est, 
nee  nisi  jam  inclinatis  ;  ut  primo  demta  materia 
impetum   frangat;    in  longis   mnturius,    ut  susti- 

nere  spatium  affectni  mali  possit. Magis,  ad- 

rem  pertinet,  vim  totius  corporis  moliri,  quam 
propria?  partes  a5gre  sanentur.  Multum  interest 
ab  initio  quis  recte  curatus  sit,  an  perperam  ; 
quia  curatio  minus  iis  prodest,  in  quibus  assidue 
frustra  fuit. 

[Mud  ante  omnia  scire    oportet,  interdum 


in  accessione  acgros  desipere,  &,  loqui  aliena. 
Plerumque  breve  esse  consuevit,  levatoque  ac- 
cessionis  impetu,  protinus  mens  redit.  Phrene- 
sis  est,  cum  continua  dementia  esse  incipit ;  nut 
cum  ceger,  quamvis  adhuc  sapiat,  tamen  quas- 
dam  vanas  imagines  accipit :  perfecta  est,  ubi 
mens  illis  imaginibus  addicta  est. 

Ssepius  assentiendum,  quam  repugnandum  est; 
paulatimqe,  &;  non  evidenter,  ab  iis  quae  stulte  di- 
centur,  ad  meliora  mens  adducenda. Ad  ei- 
bum non   desiderantes   reduxerunt  ii,  qui   inter 
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sae 


epulantes  eos  collicarunt.     Leviorem  essa   mor- 
bum  cum  risu,  quam  serio  insanientium. 

1.  4,  1. — Ea  genera  niorborum,  in  totis  corpo- 
ribus  ita  sunt,  ut  iis  certae  sedes  assignari  non 
possint. 

PUBLIC  ASYLUMS  FOR  INSANITY,  IN  PARIS. 

That  in  the  hospital  of  Salpetriere  has  two 
separate  sections  ;  one  for  idiots,  imbecile,  chron- 
ically dement  people,  amounting  to  400  ;  anoth- 
er for  maniacs,  acutely  dement,  insane  people 
under  treatment,  and  incurably  insane ;  these 
ought  to  be  separate.  This  division  contained, 
Dec.  1820,  1200  patients. 

The  gate  of  entrance  opens  into  a  long  court : 
on  its  right  are  medical  rooms,  patients1  rooms, 
a  bath-room.  On  the  left  side  is  a  piazza  for 
exercise  in  bad  weather;  from  its  further  end, 
at  a  right  angle  to  it,  an  alley  extends  370  feet, 
planted  with  lindens.  On  the  right  of  this,  is  a 
garden-walk  of  4  acres,  with  a  central  basin  of 
water,  and  5  rows  of  trees;  it  serves  as  a  walk 
for  tranquil  patients,  and  employs  those  accus- 
tomed to  agriculture  :  on  the  left  are  6  courts 
planted  with  trees,  with  a  fount  in  each  court. 
Four  of  the  courts  are  flagged,  and  have  a  row 
of  rooms  on  two  sides;  three  courts  are  separat- 
ed from  the  alley  by  an  iron  fence  ;  in  one  are 
quarrelsome,  thievish,  mischievous  patients  ;  in 
another,  the  noisy,  whose  restoration  is  expect- 
ed; in  another,  the  noisy,  whose  disease  seems 
fixed.  The  furious  should  be  far  from  the 
others.  The  3d  court,  1  50  feet  square,  for 
melancholy  patients,  has   a  double  row   of  lin- 


dens, on    every    side.     The    4th,    for   imbecile 


to  be  clothed,  a  strong  linen  strait  waistcoat, 
laced  behind,  ending  in  a  strong  cord  to  hold  the 
arms  crossed,  around  the  body,  or  occasionally 
to  confine  the  woman  to  any  spot,  is  worn  in  the 
day.  If  she  resists,  a  cloth  is  thrown  over  her 
head,  so  that  she  cannot  see  to  resist.  When 
she  is  very  violent,  she  is  confined  to  her  room 
a  few  hours  or  a  day.  If  she  is  outrageous,  a 
strait  coat  is  used,  which  confines  her  limbs. 
This  confinement  is  generally  short,  for  fear  of 
exciting  fury.  In  extreme  cases,  a  coat  is  worn 
drawing  the  shoulders  back  a  little,  sometimes  a 
day.  When  they  are  much  draivn  back,  she 
generally  yields  in  an  hour.  The  consequent 
faintness  and  difficulty  of  breathing  are  long  re- 
membered. These  coercions  are  applied  by  the 
superintendent,  to  whom  outrages  on  attendants 
are  referred.  Change  of  habitation,  residence 
in  the  grated  courts,  are  used  as  punishments. 

The  patients  have  a  piece  of  bread  at  day- 
break ;  those  very  hungry  between  meals  also, 
breakfast  soon  after  they  rise  ;  have  broth  and 
bread  at  1 1 ;  sup  at  5,  in  their  rooms.  Two  wo- 
men through  the  night  visit  the  whole  asylum 
to  relieve  hunger,  thirst  and  other  wants.  At- 
tendants' faults  are  strictly  punished. 

Dr.  Pinel,  chief  physician,  visits  before  break- 
fast, with  Dr.  Esquirol,  (  his  adjunct  since 
1810)  and  a  few  pupils  who  show  enlightened 
interest  in  their  pursuits ;  E.  visits  twice  daily, 
and  records  his  visits. 

No  visitors  are  received  but  by  the  physi- 
cians* leave  ;  visits  of  curiosity  are  seldom  al- 
lowed No  gratuitous  insane  patient  in  a  Paris- 
ian asylum,  quits  it  but  by  the  Directors*  leave. 
Other  patients  pay  25  sous  daily.  Every  patient's 
daily  cost  is  20  sous;  at  Bicetre,  19  | ;    at  Char- 


summer,  soup  and  boiled  meat  at  11|,  bread  and 
vegetables  for  supper. 

Some  patients  are  attendants;  some  used  to 
work  for  shops  in  Paris.  The  work  and  pay 
seemed  very  useful.  Of  the  insane  and  epilep- 
tic, 124  are  workmen.  A  large  numberof  trees 
here  were  planted  by  idiots ;  under  a  person  of 
activity  and  address,  they  sometimes  work  well, 
imitation  being  in  them  a  strong  propensity. 

Of  65  patients  younger  than  21,  none  became 
insane  before  puberty.     Dr.  Pariset  is  physician. 

At  Charenton,  2  Is.  from  Paris,  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Marne  and  Seine,  is  the  "National 
Asylum  for  Insanity."  It  was  a  religious  house; 
the  church  is  divided  into  cells ;  each  has  a  close- 
stool,  moveable  without  disturbance  to  the  pa- 
tient. It  has  large  windows,  fine  prospects,  ex- 
tensive gardens  not  securely  enclosed,  courts 
shaded  by  trees,  several  parlours  and  rooms  for 
work,  and  infirmary  of  12  iron  beds,  baths ;  e 
douche,  under  its  tube  is  a  fixed  arm-chair. 


people,  has  rooms  on  one  side,  is    planted   with 

hndeus.    These  courts,  occupied  by  600  patients, 

comprise  349  arched   rooms,  with    a  window  aljenton,  30. 

the  side  of  each  door,  (it  should  be  opposite)  the  j      A  residence  of  two  months  of  convalescence  is 

floor  flagged,  the  bed  securely  fixed  m  the  wall.j Ldvised.     Applications  for  admission  certify  the 

In  some  rooms  are  2  beds,  in  14  are  3;    500  pa-  j  disease  and  birth,  also  at  Bicetre. 

tients  have  mattrasses  ;  200  destructive,  unclean- 1      „-.,.    ._„  on  ,  ,     r  •      , 

,.     .      .  '  .  ...   '     mi        I      Of  470  cases.  20  occurred  beiore   puberty. — 

lv  patients  sleep    on    straw,    in    cribs.       i  here  in,        .,        ,    ir\,       ,     .,  , ,  -    ■ 

*,',,,  '      ,      -        *     ,.  '»•;•••        More  than  half  the   deaths  occur  under  chronic 

should  be  a  genera    refectory  tor  quiet  patients,  i    ...  .        m,         ,       ,         ,  .  ..      , 

&  J  ^         '  ohthisis.     There  has  been  but  one  suicide    here 

At  the  further   end    of  the  7th  court,  a  gate  ,  these   8  years      Chronic  insanity,  consequent  to 
wilding  of24  stories,  reaching  almost  rhi|fihirth.  forms  one  twe 


To  be  published,  a  series  of  lectures  on  the  most  ap- 
proved principles  and  practice  of  modern  surgery  ,  prin- 
cipally derived  from  the  lectures  delivered  by  Sir  A. 
Cooper,  F.  R.  S.  Sic.  at  the  united  Hospitals  of  Guy 
and  St.  Thomas.  By  Charles  Wm.  Jones.  Second  edi- 
tion, by  Charles  M.  Syder,  Surgeon.  With  Notes,  &c. 
by  John  P.  Batchelder,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the 
Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  it  being-  intended  as  a 
text  book  for  his  lectures.  Dr.  B.'s  discourses  abound 
with  practical  observation,  the  result  of  thorough  read- 
ing, experience,  and  anatomical  investigation 


leads  to  a  b 

to  the  medical  rooms ;  where  dwell,  in  a  dormi- 
tory, 100  quiet  convalescent  patients,  and  in  an- 
other, above  100    quiet,  neat,    incurable    mono- 


childbirth,  forms  one  twelfth  of  the  cases. 

Bicetre,  house  of  correction  for  men,  on    an 
eminence  2  miles  from  Paris,  has  an  asylum  con- 


A  work  by  Dr.  Myddleton,  of  Philadelphia,  explan- 
atory of  his  new  theory,  and  treatment  of-  pulmonary 
diseases  and  their  usual  combinations,  will  be  put  to 
press,  if  500  copies  be  engaged  before  the  first  of  Feb- 
ruary next.  -v»~x 

There  have  been  nearly  2000  births  in  Boston  the 
last  year,  of  which  two  thirds  have  been  male  children. 

A  schooner  arrived  Sunday,  Jan  25,  at  Rainsford's 
Island,  15  days  from  Philadelphia,  the  cook  of  which, 
(a  colored  man),  had  been  sick  5  days  with  small-pox. 
He  is  now  in  the  hospital.  The  rest  of  the  crew  had 
been  vaccinated,  and  appear  to  be  well. 

Vaccination  is  going  on  rapidly  through  all  the  wards. 
No  case  has  appeared  in  the  city. 

0^7=  Physicians  in  any  part  of  the  country  can  be 
immediately  supplied  with  genuine  vaccine  matter,  gra- 
tuitously, by  addressing  a  line,  post-paid,  to  the  editor. 


maniac*,  employed  in  needle-work,  knitting,!  taining  395  insane  and  idiot  men,  and  153  epi- 
making  lace;  here  is  prepared  much  of  the  lin-jleptic.  and  consisting  of  a  three  story  building  of 
en  used  in  the  hospitals  of  Paris.     So  large  dor-, 6  wards  accommodating  168  quiet  patients,  sep 


mitories  are  disadvantageous.  The  windows  are 
defended  by  a  network  of  iron  wire.  Here  is  an 
infirmary  of  42  beds,  one  of  10  for  extreme  cases. 
Beiow  are  cells  for  lowest  states  of  insanity, 
sight  of  which  is  dangerous. 

A  woman  is  general  superintendent  with  an 
assistant  in  each  sub-section.  The  washing, 
cookery,  nursery  and  attendance,  are  done  most- 
ly by  the  patients ;  half  of  them  are  kept  at 
work.       Some     return    to    society  with    wages 


enough  to  set  themselve 


arate  from  others  ;  in  front  of  it  is  a  court  plant- 
ed with  trees;  an  iron  fence  separates  it  from 
the  incurables;  a  building  and  court  for  100  epi- 
leptics; a  court  of  12  single  rooms  for  the  furi- 
ous, built  in  1812,  in  the  most  retired  part  of  the 
asylum ;  a  window  by  each  door,  3J  feet  by  two, 
grated,  seldom  glazed,  with  opposite  openings  ; 
a  large  infirmary,  floors  not  closely  paved.  1 
saw  in  a  large  room  70  idiots  from  birth.  There 
are  several  fountains  and  baths;  the  douche- 
tube  is  inflexible.     The  rooms  are  not  warm.  A 


ahWd  to  ten  patients)  i semicircular  iron,  with  a  long  handle,  is  used  to 
Many  of  the  patients,  with  bare  head  and  feet, |  master  outrageous  patiRrrts,  by  fore mg  ™«*m  ]* >  » 
or  with  only  wooden  shoes,   and    running    nose 
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and  blue  face,  diligently  dash  pails  of  water  on 
the  paved  courts,  and  brush  them,  as  constant 
employ  and  sport,  even  in  mid-winter. — The 
douche  is  here  used;  its  consequences  are  nau- 
sea, volition,  coldness  of  the  head,  followed  by 
heat.     \*\  hen   a    patient  is  violent,  or  unwilling 


wall ;    sometimes   a    cloth    is  thrown  over  their 
face. 

A  night-watch  visits  all  the  asylum  every  i 
hour  till  midnight,  and  does  all  needful  offices  ; 
another  till  morning.  The  rooms  are  opened 
at  5  in  summer,  7|  in  winter,  &c,  shut  at  a  bell's 
ringing  at  night.     Bread  is  distributed   at   7    in 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER  : 
Edited  by  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M.  d. — Published  weekly 
by  John  Cotton,  Proprietor,  (to  whom  all  Communi- 
cations must  be  directed,  post-paid,)  at  two  dollars  a 
year,  payable  in  advance,  for  six  months  or  a  year. — 
Subscriptions  received  at  his  Office,  No.  47,  Marlboro'- 
Street,  corner  of  Franklin-Street,  or  at  the  Bookstore, 
same  No.  

PRINTING,    IK    ALT.    ITS    VARIOUS     BRANCHES,    HEATH 
EXECUTED   AS   ABOVE. 


NCER. 


SUFFICIT  SI  Q.UID  FIAT    IJiTKLUGAMllS,    ETS1  ftUO  J1UDO  FIAT  IGNOHEMUS. — CICERO. 


VoL.   I. 


TUESDAY,    FEBRUARY  3,    1824. 


No.  38. 


ANALYSIS  OF  AN  ESSAY  ON  TYPHUS. 

By  Nathajv  Smith,  M.D.  Prof,  of  Physic  and  Surgery, 

m  Yale  College,  1824. 

Continued  from  page  121. 

I  have  made  particular  inquiries  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  especially  near  the  Indian 
possessions,  and  have  never  found  an  instance  of 
an  aboriginal  inhabitant  having  suffered  from  ty- 
phus. I  have  consulted  several  physicians,  who 
lived  many  years  in  the  vicinity  of  Indian  tribes, 
and  often  visited  them  in  sickness;  all  informed 
me  they  have  never  seen  a  native  under  typhus. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  has  pre- 
vailed in  every  part  of  the  United  Slates.  1 
have  seen  it  attended  with  all  its  characteristics 
in  every  month,  1  believe  in  every  day  of  the 
year.  This  fact  might  be  attested  by  the  whole 
medical  faculty  of  New-England.  I  am  disposed 
Jo  think  there  is  not  much  difference  in  the  num- 
ber of  each  sex  attacked,  but  more  females  are 
cut  off  by  it  than  males,  in  consequence  of  its 
appearance  during  pregnancy,  and  soon  after 
parturition.  It  affects  alike  persons  living  on 
mountains  and  in  valleys,  on  plains  and  the  banks 
cf  rivers,  and  on  the  borders  of  lakes  It  affects 
nearly  alike  the  rich,  the  poor  and  middle  classes. 

A  young  man,  a  pupil  of  mine,  was  attacked 
with    the    typhus,  from  which     he     recovered 


inclination  to  mental  exertion,  forgetiulness,  ina- 
bility to  measure  time,  incapacity  to  pursue  any 
train  of  thought,  or  business.  As  the  disease 
advances,  delirium  often  appears,  sometimes  con- 

the 


<      ung  day  and    night,  at    others    in 


night 


only.  In  a  more,  advanced  stage,  coma  super- 
venes, but  not  often  so  profound  the  patient  can- 
not be  roused  from  it  by  speaking  loud  to  him  ; 
he  immediately  fails  back  into  the  same  state. 

I  have  known  patients  in  delirium  impressed 
with  an  idea  of  some  persons  having  abused 
them;  and  this  idea  continued  till  after  they  re- 
covered, and  was  obliterated  with  difficult}'. 

In  two  cases  1  met  with,  a  kind  of  insanity  ap- 
peared early  in  the  disease  ;  as  insanity  came  on, 
typhus  abated.  Insanity  continued  about  four 
weeks,  and  as  it  subsided,  health  took  place. 

There  is  in  typhus  forgetfuiness  of  the  lapse 
of  time  and  of  recent  occurrences;  the  patient 
appears  sensible,  and  gives  rational  answers 
through  the  whole  disease;  yet  after  recovery, 
the  time  elapsed,  and  the  circumstances  that 
have  taken  place  during  that  period,  are  entire- 
ly blotted  from  the  memory,  and  are  never  re- 
covered. 

Hearing  is  often  impaired  almost  from  the 
commencement  of  the  attack.  Sometimes  the 
patient  imagines  he   perceives  voices  and  sounds 


lural,  and  vice  -versa. 


,  i  when  nothing  oi  the  kind  exists,     talse,  double, 
with  difficulty.     Some  of  his  family,  who  lived       j  j ■  .     «  j    ■■  ■  *• 

J'  '  and  distorted  vision  sometimes  anse. 


about  40  miles  distant,  came  and  took  care  of 
him  during  his  sickness.  Upon  his  recovery, 
they  returned  home  in  good  health,  but  soon  af- 
ter sickened  with  the  same  disease,  and  commu- 
nicated it  to  others,  who  had  not  been  exposed 
in  the  first  instance.  From  this,  it  spread  to  nu- 
merous families  in  the  vicinity,  who  had  been 
exposed  to  the  contagion.  In  the  town  there 
had  been  no  case  of  contagion  for  many  years. 

During  the  prevalence  of  typhus  in  Thetford, 
(Vt.)  a  woman  went  there  from  Chelsea,  about 
ten  miles  distant,  to  administer  to  a  sister,  sick  of 
this  disease.  Upon  her  return,  she  was  herself 
attacked  by  it,  and  soon  after  died.  Others  of 
her  family  contracted  it  of  her;  in  about  four 
weeks,  thirty  persons  were  down  with  typhus, 
all  of  whom  had  been  exposed  to  the  contagion. 

A  young  man  belonging  to  Plainfield,  (N.  H.) 
who  had  left  his  friends,  returned.  He  found 
himself  unwell  before  he  reached  home — was 
immediately  confined  with  typhus,  and  soon  sunk 
under  it.  Four  weeks  after,  I  found  nine  mem- 
bers of  the  family  sick  with  typhus. 

On  the  Connecticut  river,  from  Northampton, 
in  Massachusetts,  to  its  source,  200  miles  from 
north  to  south,  and  on  all  its  tributary  streams, 
on  both  sides,  for  100  miles  in  width,  no  person 
has  contracted  intermitting  fever,  from  the  first 
settlement  of  the  country  to  the  present  time: 
yet  typhus  has  prevailed  more  or  less  in  every 
township  within  that  tract. 

Among  the  earliest  symptoms  which  affect 
life,  in  typhus,  are  dull,  aching  pains  in  the  head, 
back  and  limbs,  usually  commencing  in  the  head 
and  back,  but  in  some  cases  in  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, attended  generally  with  lassitude  and 
fatigue.     The  flesh  is  very  sore.     There  is  dis- 


The  eyes  present  a  peculiar  heavy  and  lan- 
guid appearance,  a  little  watery.  The  red  ves- 
sels on  the  conjunctiva  are  often  a  little  enlara;- 
ed,  and  appear  mure  numerous  than  in  health; 
m  the  latter  stage  more  turgid,  and  darker.  The 
secretions  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  eye 
are  often  viscid,  accumulate  in  its  angles,  and 
put  on  the  appearance  of  scabs.    There  is  some- 


times considerable  increase  of  sensibility  to  light,  cumulated  there  in  large  quantities 


The  tongue  trembles  when  an  attempt  is 
made  to  protrude  it,  and  the  patient's  hand  shakes 
when  he  attempts  to  bring  it  to  his  head.  There 
is  often  more  or  less  starting  of  the  tendons  ;  the 
muscles  of  the  face  are  agitated. 

The  voice,  early  in  the  disease,  is  usually 
plaintive  and  small,  but  as  it  advances,  particu- 
larly in  bud  cases,  it  becomes  guttural,  at  last 
sepulchral. 

The  patient  is  generally  inclined  to  lie  on  his 
back,  and  insensibly  slides  towards  the  foot  of 
the  bed. 

There  is  increased  frequency  of  the  pulse, 
without  fulness,  or  usually  any  considerable  de- 
gree of  hardness,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  disease.  The  pulse  is  generally  easily  com- 
pressed, and  when  the  disease  is  severe,  has  of- 
ten an  undulating  stroke,  or  a  second  small  beat 
following  each  full  one. 

In  the  commencement,  there  is  generally,  3  or 
4  days,  some  degree  of  chilliness  ;  the  skin  feels 
warm  to  the  touch.  The  exacerbations  are 
generally  two  in  24  hours,  varying  in  times  of 
appearance  and  in  severity.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  the  disease,  the  most  marked  exacerba- 
tion occurs  oftenest  in  the  evening. 

Sometimes  the  head  and  trunk  are  excessive- 
ly hot,  while  the  extremities  are  cooler  than  na- 


One  cheek  often  appears 
deeply  red,  and  very  hot,  the  other  remaining 
pale  and  cool:  as  its  colour  and  heat  subside, 
they  seem  to  cross  over  and  affect  the  opposite 
cheek  in  the  same  manner.  This  colour  and 
heat  usually  include  the  ear  of  the  affected  side. 

In  a  majority  of  instances  in  which  hemor- 
rhage takes  place,  ii  arises  frcm  the  intestines, 
not  untrequenlly  from  the  nose,  more  rarely 
from  the  kidneys  ;  in  adult  females  often  from 
the  uterus.  This  sj'mptom  is  most  apt  to  show 
itself  about  the  height  of  the  fever. 

Livid  spots  occasionally  appear  on  the  skin ; 
blistered  surfaces  sometimes  become  black  and 
gangrenous. — The  secretions  are  all  changed  in 
quantity  or  quality  from  the  commencement. 

The  saliva  is  generally  diminished,  glutinous, 
and  produces  great  thirst ;  in  some  cases  the  pa- 
tient spits  great  quantities  of  frothy  mucus,  with- 
out thirst. 

The  tongue  in  the  commencement  is  white, 
then  3'eHow,  then  brown,  then  almost  black; 
then  the  fur  cracks  and  peels  off,  leaving  the 
tongue  smooth,  dry  and  very  red.  It  is  then  re- 
newed and  again  comes  off,  several  times  in  the 
disease. 

The  teeth  are  often  incrusted  with  a  brown- 
ish matter,  which  adheres  to  them  closely  near 
the  gums. — The  fauces  are  covered  with  a  thick 
tougb  mucus,  sometimes  thrown  off  in  large 
quantities. 

In  the  commencement,  the  urine  is  often  above 
the  natural  quantity.  In  voiding  it,  it  foams 
like  new  beer.  As  the  disease  advances,  the 
urine  becomes  more  highly  coloured  ;  as  it  be- 
gins to  decline,  lets  fall  abundant  sediment.  In 
very  severe  cases,  the  patient  evacuates  his 
bladder  but  seldom,  allowing  the  urine  to  be  ac- 


A  vitiated  taste,  want  of  appetite,  total  loss  of 
digestion  in  the  stomach,  sometimes  nausea  and 
vomiting  take  place.  The  stools  are  always 
liquid,  generally  dark,  and  excessively  fetid. 

The  latter  stage  of  all  severe  cases  is  attend- 
ed with  diarrhoea  ;  the  stools  are  frequent ; 
bowels  often  tympanitic.  The  danger  of  the 
disease  is  in  proportion  to  the  diarrhoea  ;  when 
the  patient  has  more  than  five  liquid  stools  in  24 
hours,  serious  consequences  may  be  apprehend- 
ed. I  have  never  lost  a  patient,  whose  bowels 
continued  constipated  through  the  disease,  and 
have  never  known  a  faW  case  of  typhus,  unat- 
tended by  diarrhoea. 

There  is  generally  correspondence  hetweea 
respiration  and  the  pulse,  which  is  frequent  and 
unduiatory,  when  the  breathing  is  hurried  and 
unequal,  or  accompanied,  as  it  frequently  is,  by 
long  and  full  inspirations.  After  the  patient 
has  been  some  time  sick,  if  the  disease  proves 
severe,  there  is  a  whistling  sound  when  he 
breathes  through  the  nose ;  when  asleep,  or 
in  coma,  the  mouth  is  generally  open,  the  breath- 
ing stertorous.  In  some  instances,  there  is  no 
sensible  perspiration  for  several  days  succeeding 
the  attack;  in  others,  sweating  about  the  head, 
face  and  superior  part  of  the  body.  Occasional- 
ly, the  patient  will  sweat,  during  a  part   of  the 
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24  hours,  aimost  from  the  beginning'  of  the  fever. 
In  fatal  cases  there  sometimes  appears,  what  has 
been  called  the  washer-woman''s  sweat,  which  is 
extremely  profuse  over  the  whole  surface,  in 
large  drops  on  the  lace,  and  giving  to  the  cuti- 
cle, on  the  paims,  and  soles  of  the  Ceet,  a  corru- 
gation, and  light  colour,  as  from  long  maceration 
in  water;  the  perspiration  is  warm  till  a  short 
time  before  death.  1  have  never  seen  an  in- 
stance of  recovery  after  this  sweating-.  After 
the  fever  begins  to  decline,  perspiration  becomes 
universal,  especially  in  sleep;  in  this  case  it  is 
not  very  profuse,  and  produces  a  cooling,  not 
unpleasant  effect. 

The  skin  seems  dirty,  feels  harsh  and  dry,  ex- 
cept when  covered  with  perspiration.  In  some 
instances  the  surface  feels  scalding,  giving  a  sen- 
sation, when  we  are  accustomed  to  it,  readily 
distinguished  from  that  in  any  other  fever. 

In  the  advanced  stage,  it  is  Dot  uncommon  for 
biles  to  appear;  if  they  are  brightly  red  and  sup- 
purate, it  is  a  favourable  symptom.  Sometimes 
they  appear  about  the  mouth. 

There  is  a  remarkable  odour  from  this  dis- 
ease. On  entering  a. room,  blindfolded,  where 
a  person  had  been  confined  any  length  of  time, 
I  should  be  able  to  distinguish  it  from  all  other 
febrile  affections.  Several  other  diseases  which 
arise  from  contagion,  are  attended  by  odour  pe- 
culiar to  each,  as  small-pox,  measles,  malignant 
sore  throat,  &c. 

Patients  who  emaciate  rapidly,  are  most  like- 
ly to  recover.  Bloatedness  of  the  face,  occur- 
ring after  the  disease  has  existed  some  days,  in- 
dicates great  danger.  In  some  instances,  one 
lea;  and  thigh  become  enlarged. 


As  the  fever 
abates,  the  cellular  substance  appears  loaded, 
the  muscular  power  weakened,  and  the  limb 
feels  heavy  and  unwieldl}'.  In  some  cases,  it  is 
restored  ; — in  others,  enlargement  continues 
through  life.  After  the  fever  has  subsided,  en- 
tirely, and  the  appetite  is  perfectly  restored,  the 
patient  generally  gains  flesh  very  fast,  and  often 
acquires  a  greater  size  and  weight  than  he  pos- 
sessed before  the  attack,  which  takes  place 
much  earlier  and  more  rapidly  than  the  acquire- 
ment of  muscular  strength. 

Where  the  disease  has  been  very  severe,  and 
the  patient  recovered,  the  hair  comes  off  from 
the  head,  and  is  succeeded  by  a  new  growth  ; 
this  happens  more  frequently  with  those  who 
have  much  and  long  hair.  The  new  hair  never 
acquires  so  great  length  as  the  old. 

After  a  very  severe  attack,  and  the  beginning 
of  recovery,  the  cuticle  peels  from  the  palms 
and  soles,  sometimes  from  the  whole  body  ;  as  is 
perceived  when  the  skin  is  rubbed  under  pers- 
piration. 

Some  physicians  imagine  they  have  often 
"nipped  typhus  in  the  bud  ;"  others,  of  perhaps 
more  experience,  are  not  certain  they  have  ever 
arrested  this  disease  by  medicine.  It  is  next  to 
impossible  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  either;  as 
absolutely  so  to  those  who  have  made  up  their 
opinions,  as  to  that  larger  class,  who  have  yet 
to  learn  to  doubt  their  own  skill  and  mistrust 
the  powers  of  medicine.  When  a  person  is 
taken  unwell,  has  a  pain  in  the  head,  takes  med- 
icine, and  the  next  day  recovers,  if  the  physician 
js  disposed  to  consider  it  a  case  of  typhus,  we 
can  bring  no  testimony  to  prove  it  would  not 
have  been  the  disease,  had  he  not  taken  the  re- 
medy.    Typhus  in  its  commencement  exhibits 


so  many  symptoms  in  common  with  other  fe- 
brile affections,  it  is  not  easy  for  any  one  to  de- 
termine whether  the  disease  is  truly  typhus  or 
not  ;  those  who  think  they  often  cure  it  sudden- 
ly, have  confessed  to  me  they  cannot  positively 
distinguish  it  from  othei  febrile  affections,  till  it 
has,  in  a  considerable  degree,  developed  itself; 
that  when  the  disease  is  fully  formed,  that  is, 
when  the  patient  has  typhus,  it  cannot  with  any 
certainty  be  interrupted  or  cut  off.  We  have  to 
oppose  to  them,  the  belief  of  others,  of  quite  as 
much  experience,  who  think  they  have  never 
interrupted  its  course  in  a  single  instance. 

I  have  never  been  satisfied  that  1  have  cut 
short  a  single  case  of  typhus,  that  I  knew  to  be 
such  ;  nor  have  I  seen  an  instance  of  its  termina- 
tion within  14  days  from  its  first  attack.  Cases 
have  occurred  to  me,  often,  where  distress  and 
sufferings  have  been  alleviated  in  less  than  half 
that  time ;  but  the  morbid  action  has  not  ceased, 
nor  the  healthy  one  of  the  secreting  surfaces 
been  established,  and  a  natural  appetite  restored. 

In  other  contagious  diseases,  destined  to  run  a 
certain  course,  as  small-pox,  we  often  prescribe 
early,  with  evident  good  effect,  but  not  to  stop 
or  cut  off  the  disorder;  for  whatever  we  do,  we 
expect  it  will  pass  through  all  its  regular  stages; 
our  prescriptions  are  calculated  only  to  render  it 
milder  and  safer.  In  other  specific  diseases,  we 
withhold  remedies,  unless  called  for  by  particu- 
lar circumstances ;  many  cases  of  measles,  hoop- 
ing-cough, and  other  contagious  diseases,  go 
through  their  course,  to  their  natural  termina- 
tion, without  medicine. 

I  have  seen  many  cases,  where  persons  in  the 
early  stages  of  typhus,  were  moping  about,  not 
very  sick,  but  far  from  being  well,  who,  upon 
taking  a  dose  of  tartrite  of  antimony  to  break  up 
the  disease,  were  immediately  confined   to  bed. 

All  powerful  remedies  in  the  early  stage  are 
very  liable  to  do  harm  ;  patients  who  are  treat- 
ed with  them  in  the  beginning,  do  not  hold  out 
so  well.  A  physician  observed  he  had  adopted 
a  new  mode  of  treating  typhus,  which  I  was 
aware  had  been  prevalent  in  the  vicinity  where 
he  lived,  and  stated  it  had  proved  very  success- 
ful. It  consisted  in  giving  his  patient  milk  and 
water,  and  nothing  else,  through  the  whole  dis- 
ease, and  affirmed  that  he  had  treated  quite  a 
number  of  patients,  and  had  not  lost  a  single  one 
since  he  adopted  this  mode. 

In  New-England,  some  physicians  have  be- 
come converts  to  the  doctrine  of  blood-letting  to 
a  high  degree  in  typhus ;  others  have  recourse 
to  opium,  wine,  alkohol,  Cayenne-pepper,  arse- 
nic, &c.  All  enumerate  cases  under  their  care, 
with  scarcely  the  loss  of  a  single  patient;  yet 
typhus  often  is  fatal.  Typhus  is  not  so  much 
Under  control  of  blood-letting  as  they  would  have 
us  believe,  or  these  two  extremes  produce  equal 
mischief. 

In  certain  cases,  there  is  great  pain,  with 
sense  of  fulness  in  the  head  ;  in  other  cases,  se- 
vere suffering  in  the  chest,  increased  by  a  full 
inspiration.  Loss  of  12  or  16  oz.  of  blood  often 
mitigates  these  symptoms.  So  far  as  I  can  judge 
from  my  experience,  bleeding  does  not  general- 
ly produce  any  considerable  change  in  typhus  ; 
the  pulse  is  not  rendered  slower  by  it,  and  after 
the  faintness,  if  any  is  produced  by  the  opera- 
tion, disappears,  the  heat  is  not  diminished.  In 
some  cases,  in  which  I  drew  a  pound  of  blood, 


the  pulse  became  more   frequent,  and  the   tem- 
perature higher. 

Hemorrhage  sometimes  appears,  generally  at 
about  the  height  of  the  disease;  the  advocates 
tor  md.scnminaie  bleeding  .magined  that  bleed- 
ing early  in  the  disease  will  prevent  it.  It  is 
next  to  imposs.ble  to  disprove  the  assertion;  I 
have  never  seen  any  evidence  of  its  truth.  In 
the  autumn  of  1812,  Prof.  Perkins,  now  in  New- 
York,  and  myself,  attended  50  or  60  cases  of 
typhus,  near  Dartmouth  College  ;  many  of  the 
patients  were  students  of  that  institution.  Of 
the  whole  number,  one  only  was  bled,  on  ac- 
count of  sense  of  fulness  in  his  head.  He  had 
afterwards  pretty  profuse  hemorrhage  from  the 
bowels  ;  he  recovered.  This  symptom  did  not 
occur  in  any  other  patient,  of  whom  we  lost  but 
one. 

Loss  of  a  moderate  quantity  of  blood  in  typhus, 
is  not  of  itself  dangerous,  and  in  a  majority  of 
cases,  may  be  allowed  with  impunity.  There 
are  cases  in  which  it  may  be  essential  to  safety; 
in  others,  it  may  prove  highly  injurious.  I  have 
never  seen  any  benefit  from  it  in  typhus,  where 
there  was  no  local  inflammation  or  congestion, 
that  particularly  called  for  it.  The  symptoms 
which  would  induce  me  to  bleed,  are  uncommon 
pain  in  the  head,  with  great  heat,  sense  of  ful- 
ness, throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries,  pain 
in  one  or  both  sides  of  the  chest,  increased  bv 
full  inspiration.  Under  a  very  frequent  pulse,  I 
have  seldom  or  ever  seen  bleeding  advantageous. 
Less  is  to  be  apprehended  from  loss  of  an  equal 
quantity  of  blood  by  leeches  than  in  any  other 
way.  The  blood,  in  typhus,  seldom  shows  a 
buffy  coat,  and  is  darker  than  in  ordinary  cases 
of  active  inflammation. 

In  simple  mild  typhus,  where  there  is  no  nau- 
sea or  pain  at  the  stomach,  where  the  heat  is 
moderate,  the  pulse  not  greatly  altered  in  fre- 
quency, all  that  is  required  is  diluent  drinks,  a 
very  small  quantity  of  farin?,ceous  food,  and  to 
avoid  all  causes  of  irritation. 

The  symptoms  which  require  emetics,  are 
nausea,  sickness  and  oppression  at  the  stomach. 
Tartar  emetic  should  not  be  used  in  typhus,  even 
at  its  commencement;  in  the  latter  stages,  it  is 
sometimes  followed  by  fatal  consequences.  I 
have  substituted  for  it  ipecacuan,  eupatorium,  or 
sulphate  of  zinc.  Their  use  has  generally  been 
confined  to  the  commencement  of  the  disease, 
but  they  are  frequently  proper  and  useful  in  its 
later  stages. 

Costiveness  often  occurs  in  the  commence- 
ment of  typhus ;  it  consists  only  in  the  unfrequen- 
cy  of  discharges,  not  in  their  consistence.  Lax- 
atives are  required  in  this  affection  ;  the  milder 
they  are,  if  they  excite  the  bowels  to  throw  off 
their  contents,  the  better,  and  even  these  should 
not  be  used  too  freely. 

So  far  as  my  experience  extends,  blisters  do 
not  produce  any  considerable  influence  on  the. 
disease;  lilse  bleeding,  they  sometimes  relieve 
local  pains.  In  most  cases,  they  produce  no  bad 
effect ;  when  there  are  petechia;,  or  disposition 
to  hemorrhage,  the  blistered  surface  often  be- 
comes black  and  gangrenous. 

As  there  is  more  or  less  of  sweating  in  the 
decline  of  most  febrile  diseases,  and  as  a  gene- 
ral perspiration  is  often  accompanied  with  other 
symptoms  of  amendment,  it  has  been  looked  up- 
on as  the  natural  cure  of  the  disease.  It  is  a 
question,  whether  sweating  is  not  the  effect  of 
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the  amendment.  In  all  cases  where  I  have  seen 
sweating  regimen  adopted,  especially  Avhen  much 
external  heat  has  been  applied,  the  practice  has 
been  obviously  injurious.  Ipecacuan,  conttay- 
erva,  and  the  Virginian  and  Seneca-snake-roots 
seldom  or  ever  produce  any  sensible  perspira- 
tion till  the  disease  has  formed  a  crisis,  and  then 
the  patient  will  perspire  freely  without  them. — 
When  stimulating  remedies  are  given  internally, 
and  heat  applied  externally,  to  force  a  sweat,  as 
it  is  called,  the  consequences  are  always  bad. 

When  the  patient  is  hot,  has  headach,  and 
throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries,  with  confu- 
sion of  mind,  opium  is  generally  hurtful.  After 
their  violence  is  abated,  and  the  heat  become 
moderate,    combined  with    ipecacuan,    it 


times    gives  rest,  though  in   many   cases 


some- 
it  has 
the  opposite  effect.  Under  diarrhoea,  opium, 
with  ipecacuan  and  camphor,  is  generally  use- 
ful. In  great  prostration  of  strength,  where 
morbid  action  is  kept  up,  but  has  abated,  it  is 
sometimes  used  with  apparent  advantage. 

In  some  very  severe  cases,  ptyalism  cannot 
be  produced  ;  if  the  mercury  is  pushed  to  any 
considerable  extent,  it  produces  a  very  bad  state 
of  the  moulh,  occasionally  gangrene  of  the  gums. 
I  have  had  several  cases  of  necrosis  of  the  under 
jaw,  where  I  was  compelled  to  remove  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  that  bone,  which  had  died  evi- 
dently in  consequence  of  inordinate  use  of  mer- 
cury during  typhus.  Where  calomel  has  been 
used  early  in  the  disease,  and  the  mouth  as  fa- 
vourably affected  as  could  be  wished,  the  dis- 
ease has  run  on  40  or  50  days,  and  somet;mes 
terminated  fatally  at  a  very  advanced  period. 
In  some  instances,  after  the  mercury  has  affect- 
ed the  mouth,  there  has  been  copious  tough 
ropy  mucus  from  this  part,  which  has  been  kept 
ud  for  a  long  time  after  the  other  effects  of  the 
remedy  had  ceased.  This  vitiated  discharge  is 
often  accompanied  with  a  vitiated  secretion  of 
the  o-astric  fluid,  total  want  of  appetite,  and  con- 
stant ejection  of  every  thing  swallowed.  Such 
patients  frequently  recover  with  difficult}',  8  or 
10  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
ease.    I  have  been  consulted    in    many  cases  of 


this  description.  A  small  quantity  of  calomel 
with  opium,  has  in  some  cases  checked  colliqua- 
tive diarrhoea  ;  and  1  grain,  with  5  or  6  of  rhu- 
barb, has  done  very  well  as  a  laxative. 

I  have  prescribed  cinchona  in  many  cases;  as 
far  as  I  can  judge,  when  there  was  a  considera- 
ble heat  present,  and  while  the  mouth  was  in- 
clined to  be  parched  and  dry,  especially  when 
there  was  pain  in  the  head,  it  was  injurious.  In 
some  cases,  when  there  was  a  sense  of  coldness  j  ™or^.  " 
creeping  over  the  patient,  and  where  there  was 
hemorrhage,  it  produced  a  good  effect. 

Moderate  use  of  carbonate  of  soda  or  of  pot- 
ash removes  the  irritation  and  burning  sensation 
in  the  stomach  caused  by  acid. 

To  diminish  the  temperature  of  the  bodv,  we 
must  have  recourse  to  cold  water  or  cold  air, 
covering  the  patient  lightly,  and  admitting  cold 
air  into  the  room,  or  to  the  skiu,  by  raising  the 
bedclothes  on  one  side  of  the  bed,  and  bringing 
them  elown  suddenly.  Persons,  sick  of  this  dis- 
ease, desiring  cold  water,  should  be  allowed  to 
drink  ad  libitum ;  except  where,  by  influence  on 
the  stomach,  it  produces  perspiration,  its  effects 
are  trifling.  The  only  effectual  method  of  cool- 
ing is  by  cold  water,  externally.      The   method 


of  cold  water  on  the  patient's  head,  face  and 
body,  so  as  to  wet  the  bed  and  body-linen  thor- 
oughly. It  is  better  that  he  should  lav  on  a 
straw  bed  when  this  is  done.  If  his  body  should 
be  very  hot,  he  may  be  turned  upon  his  side, 
and  the  water  dashed  upon  his  back.  As  soon 
as  his  linen  and  the  bedcloaths  begin  to  dry,  and 
the  heat  in  the  head  and  breast  to  return,  water 
should  be  re-applied.  It  is  not  very  material 
what  the  temperature  of  the  water  is,  if  it  is  be- 
low blood  heat,  except  the  shock  given  by  its 
first  contact,  which,  where  there  is  much  stupor, 
is  important. 

By  laying  a  piece  of  thin  wet  muslin  over  the 
face,  so  as  to  have  the  air  drawn  through  it  in 
inspiration,  the  vapour  inhaled  into  the  lungs, 
proves  very  grateful. 

In  July,  1798,  the  first  year  in  which  this  fe- 
ver occurred  in  my  practice,  T.  B.,  a  young  man 
about  25  years  of  age,  was  brought  into  my 
neighbourhood  sick  of  typhus,  for  which  he  had 
been  bled  before  I  saw  him  ;  his  fever  was  se- 
vere, and  his  unfavourable  symptoms  increased 
for  several  days.  In  consultation,  it  was  agreed 
to  put  him  into  a  warm  bath,  which  was  done. 
He  was  a  little  delirious  before  he  went  into  the 
bath,  and  when  he  came  out,  was  raving.  From 
this  state,  he  sunk,  in  the  course  of  the  next 
night,  into  a  low  muttering  delirium,  with  great 
coma  and  starting  of  the  tendons,  with  scarcely 
ability  to  swallow.  His  pulse  was  irreg-ular,  but 
possessed  some  force  ;  his  heat  was  above  natu- 
ral. 24  hours  were  passed  thus.  The  next  day, 
at  9,  A.  M.  the  weather  being  very  warm,  find- 
ing his  pulse  had  some  strength,  and  his  heat 
above  satural,  I  stripped  him  naked  as  he  lay 
on  a  straw  mattress,  and  poured  a  gallon  of  cold 
water  over  him  from  head  to  foot.  He  seemed 
to  feel  the  shock,  but  did  not  speak.  The  young 
man  in  attendance  was  ordered  to  repeat  the  af- 
fusion as  often  as  he  began  to  grow  dry  and 
warm,  which  was  punctually  performed. 

When  I  visited  him  a  little  after  sunset,  his 
heat  was  dim.nished,  and  his  pulse  did  not  inter- 
mit as  often  as  it  had  done.  He  was  then  taken 
off  the  wet  bed  and  laid  on  a  dry  one,  with  no- 
thing but  a  linen  sheet  spread  over  him;  the 
windows  of  the  chamber  were  kept  open  during 
the  night,  and  a  dose  of  opium  and  musk  was 
prescribed  and  taken.  No  other  internal  reme- 
dies were  administered.  Next  morning  there 
was  no  alteration.      The  affusion  of  coid  water 


he  lay  the  whole  night  without  desire  to  drink. 
Next  day  he  was  convalescent,  and  recovered 
without  medicine. 

1.  B.  a  strong  robust  man,  get.  35,  had  been 
sick  a  fortnight  when  I  first  visited  him;  his 
pulse  was  frequent,  heat  great ;  he  could  sleep 
but  for  a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  without  be- 
ing awakened  by  thirst.  His  feet  were  very 
cold.  He  was  first  shaved,  an  operation  which 
had  not  been  performed  for  a  fortnight;  he  was 
then  slipped  down  in  the  bed  so  as  to  drop  his 
feet  into  a  vessel  of  warm  water  and  soap,  where 
they  were  rubbed  till  they  became  clean  and 
warm.  The  bed  and  body  linen  were  changed, 
and  he  was  properly  placed  in  bed.  Affusion  of 
cold  water  was  commenced  over  the  head  and 
breast,  and  repeated  sufficiently  often  to  keep 
down  the  heat.  The  thirst  was  removed  at 
once  ;  he  became  convalescent  the  next  day,  and 
recovered  without  further  medical  treatment. 

I  could  detail  a  great  many  additional  cases, 
where  the  good  effects  of  cold  water  were  as 
apparent  and  as  immediate  as  in  the  cases  just 
cited  ;  in  no  instance  where  I  have  used  it,  or 
seen  it  used,  has  it  done  harm. 

If  patients  were  left  to  select  diet  for  them- 
selves, without  the  interference  of  nurses  and 
friends,  who  are  always  afraid  they  will  starve, 
they  would  generally  decide  right,  since  they 
would  not  often  take  any  thiDg  that  could  be 
called  food.  Farinaceous  and  mucilaginous  sub- 
stances are  the  only  articles  admissible,  except, 
perhaps,  milk  largely  diluted  with  water,  or 
whey  from  it.     After  the    fever    has   formed    a 


crisis,  and  the  secretions  of  the  moulh  have  be- 
come healthy,  appetite  generally  returns;  if  we 
then  allow  the  patient  to  choose  for  himself,  and 
take  care  that  the  quantity  at  first  is  very  small, 
he  will  not  often  be  injured  by  it. 

Cold  water,  or  water  acidulated  with  one 
of  the  vegetable  acids,  small  beer  or  brisk  cider 
are  the  drinks  which  are  usually  preferred.  The 
infusion  of  the  pleasant  aromatic  herbs  may  be 
always  allowed. 


I  have  adopted  is  to  dash  from  a  pint  to  a  gallon 


was  renewed  as  the  day  grew  warm,  and  the 
heat  was  kept  down  through  the  day,  as  in  the 
preceding.  Before  night  he  spoke,  called  for 
,  and  said  he  wished  to  be  put  into 
the  river.  From  this  period  he  became  conva- 
lescent, and  recovered  without  any  other  remedy. 

In  Sept.  1800,  I  visited  in  the  evening,  A.  P. 
a  strong  robust  man,  aet.  35.  He  had  been  sick 
about  a  fortnight ;  his  head  was  not  much  affect- 
ed, the  heat  was  great,  thirst  urgent.  The 
sheet  was  removed,  his  shirt  divided  so  as  to  ex- 
pose the  body,  and  about  a  quart  of  water  was 
applied  by  sprinkling.  The  sheet  was  then 
thrown  over  him,  and  water  applied  as  often  as 
he  became  dry  and  the  heat  began  to  return.  A 
little  Peruvian  bark,  with  nitrate  of  potash,  was 
all  the  medicine  taken.  Frevious  to  this,  he 
had  drank,  every  night,  two  quarts  of  some  dilu- 
ent drink,  for  several    nights  in  succession.     Af- 


ter the  first  application  of  the  water,  that  parch 
ed  sensation  of  the  lips  and  mouth  abated,  and 


COMPARATIVE    ANATOMY. 

We  examined  the  body  of  an  African  Panther, 
a  few  days  since,  which  came  to  its  death  by  the 
fumes  of  burning  charcoal  in  the  menagerie  in 
Hanover  St.  The  strength  of  the  muscles  is 
very  apparent.  The  sterno-hyoides,  arising  from 
the  middle  of  the  inside  of  the  sternum,  is  two 
inches  wide.  All  the  nerves  of  the  brachial 
plexus  are  exceedingly  large  and  superficial. — 
The  heart  is  precisely  in  the  centre  of  the  tho- 
rax, over  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae,  from  which 
the  vena  cava  decendens  is  distinctly  seen,  four 
inches  above,  to  the  bifurcation  at  the  first  dor- 
sal vertebra,  precisely  alike  on  both  sides,  en- 
tirely different  from  the  anatomy  of  the  left  sub- 
clavian vein  in  man.  The  subclavian  arteries 
are  directly  under  the  veins,  united  at  the  same 
point,  on  the  centre  of  the  first  dorsal  vertebra, 
to  form  the  aorta  decendens,  which  also  lies  on 
the  centre  of  the  vertebrae. 

The  eye  is  very  analagous  to  the  cat's,  with 
the  addition  of  a  perfect  membrana  nictitans, 
subject  to  the  will  of  the  animal.  It  swallowed 
the  silk  of  an  umbrella  and  a  pocket-handker- 
chief a  day  or  two  before  death,  but  no  traces 
of  them  were  found.  The  intestines,  like  all 
carnivorous  animals',  are  short,  small  and  strong. 
The  csecum  has  no  vermiform  process ;  it  is  sur- 
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rounded  by  9  gland?,  of  the  size  of  half  a  cb.es- 
nut,  of  the  colour  of  the  spleen.  The  liver  has 
five  principal  lobes,  and  3  smaller  ones  ;  the  gall- 
bladder is  partly  hidden  in  one  of  them,by  a  pons 
— was  much  distended  with  viscid  greenish  bile. 
The  cystic  duct  is  several  inches  long:  the  la- 
rynx large,  having  the  same  number  of  muscles, 
and  arranged  as  the  arytenoid  muscles  in  man; 
the  stomach  small,  shaped  like  a  cat's. 


HORNY  EXCRESCENCES. 

Paul  Rodriguez,  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  a 
warehouse  packer,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
wearing  a  cap,  which  was  never  taken  off  in  the 
presence  of  any  person,  was  wounded  on  the 
head  by  the  rolling  of  a  sugar-hogshead.  He 
was  conveyed  to  the  hospital  of  St.  Andrew.  It 
was  discovered  that  two  horns  grew  from  the 
parietal  bones,  and  turned  back  behind  the  ears. 
They  were  striated  and  laminated. 

In  1599,  De  Thou  saw  Fran$ois  Trouillet,  in 
the  province  of  Le  Maine,  aged  35  years,  who 
had  a  horn  on  the  right  side  of  the  head,  spread- 
ing out,  and  curving  to  the  left,  till  the  point 
came  in  contact  with  the  skull.  He  was  under 
the  necessity  of  having  a  portion  of  it  sawed  off, 
from  time  to  time,  though  handling  the  excres- 
cence gave  him  pain.  He  was  presented  to 
Henry  IV,  but  being  made  a  Parisian  spectacle, 
he  died  of  chagrin. 

Aldobrandi  has  reported  a  case  of  a  peasant 
who  had  a  horn  growing  from  the  top  of  the 
head,  of  the  size  of  the  middle  finger.  Being  a 
child,  he  was  removed  to  the  hospital  of  Bologne, 
in  1689,  for  its  excision. — Mr.  Scudder  has  seen 
a  horn,  7  inches  in  length,  taken  from  the  head 
of  an  elderly  lady  after  death. 

Six  years  ago,  a  man  exhibited  himself  at  the 
museum,  Philadelphia,  who  had  a  horny  excres- 
cence, four  inches  long,  growing  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  sternum. — Dr.  Chatard  saw  a  woman 
in  New-York  who  had  a  horn  growing  from  the 
tip  of  the  nose,  an  inch  long.. — Report  has  been 
made  of  a  child,  in  Leominster,  Mass.  five  years 
ago,  who  had  similar  excrescences  shooting  out 
from  the  ends  of  the  fingers. 

Any  artery  in  the  body  is  capable  of  taking. up 
a  new  action,  and  depositing  ossific  matter.  The 
coronary  vessels  of  the  heart,  carotid,  subclavi- 
an and  tibial  are  frequently,  in  old  people,  par- 
tially changed  into  bony  tubes. 


Dr.  Uwins  reported  the  case  of  a  child,  last 
season,  in  London,  who  awoke  at  a  certain  hour 
every  night,  with  involuntary  laughter,  and  pe- 
culiar gesticulations,  which  lasted  till  morning. 
Opposite  to  the  house  there  lived  a  person  af- 
fected with  St.  Vitus'  dance,  whom  the  child 
had  been  endeavouring  to  imitate,  which  was 
probably  the  cause  of  the  disorder  in  the  child. 

A  young  girl  had  been  throwing  stones  at  a 
skeleton  on  a  gibbet.on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  ; 
though  amused  witii  the  play,  she  was  so  much 
disturbed  at  night  with  the  thoughts  of  the  act, 
and  the  horror  of  the  skeleton,  that  epileps)'  fol- 
lowed. 


Mr.  Charles  Bell  has  presented  a  paper  to  the 
Pioynl  Society,  which  explains  very  minutely  the 
various  operations  of  the  human  face.  By  cut- 
ting the   recurrent  nerves  of  the  monkey,  he 


loses  the  faculty  of  chattering.  By  dividing  the 
facial  bianch  of  the  7th  pair  of  nerves  in  the 
dog's  ear,  one  side  of  his  face  is  corrugated  into 
a  snarl,  if  he  is  angry,  while  the  other  is  per- 
fectly undisturbed.  In  man,  when  this  nerve,  or 
its  branches,  pes  anstrinus,  are  pressed  on  by  a 
diseased  gland,  wounded,  or  acted  upon  by  in- 
flammation of  surrounding  tissue,  all  expiession 
in  that  side  of  the  face  is  instantly  destroyed, 
giving  no  evidence  of  the  passions,  nor  partak- 
ing, in  the  least  degree,  of  the  general  effects 
of   the  muscles  in  the  act  of  crying  or  laughing. 

Zabdiel  Boylston,  F.  R.  S.  an  eminent  physi- 
cian, who  first  introduced  inoculation  of  small- 
pox in  America,  was  born  at  Brookline,  Mass.  in 
1680.  After  a  good  private  education,  he  studied 
physic  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Cutler,  an  emi- 
nent physician  and  surgeon  of  Boston,  and  in  a 
few  years  arrived  at  great  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune. 

In  1721,  small-pox  prevailed  in  Boston;  it 
had  not  visited  the  town  since  1702,  when,  as 
well  as  in  1692,  it  had  proved  destructive  to  the 
lives  of  many,  though  it  was  much  less  mortal 
than  in  1678.  He  first  inoculated,  June  26,  his 
son  Thomas,  aged  6  years,  and  two  of  his  ser- 
vants. Encouraged  by  the  success  of  this  ex- 
periment, he  began  to  enlarge  his  practice.  The 
other  physicians  gave  their  unanimous  opinion 
against  inoculation,  as  it  would  infuse  a  maligni- 
ty into  the  blood,  and  the  selectmen  of  Boston 
forbid  it  in  July.  During  the  year  1721,  and  the 
beginning  of  1722,  Dr.  B.  inoculate1  247  per- 
sons in  Boston  and  the  neighboring  towns.  39 
were  inoculated  by  other  physicians,  in  the 
whole  286,  of  whom  only  six  died.  During  the 
same  period,  of  5759  persons,  who  had  the 
small-pox  in  the  natural  way,  844  died.  The 
utility  of  the  practice  was  now  established  be- 
yond dispute,  and  encouraged  its  more  general 
introduction  in  England,  where  it  had  been  tried 
upon  but  a  few  persons,  most  or  all  of  whom 
were  convicts. 

He  visited  England  in  1725,  when  inoculation 
was  common.  He  was  received  with  the  most 
flattering  attention,  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  was  admitted  to  the  intima- 
cy and  friendship  of  some  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed characters  of  the  nation.  After  his  return- 
he  continued  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  His 
communications  to  the  Royal  Society  were  in- 
genious and  useful.  He  died  March  1,  1766, 
87. 

Dr.  B.  published  some  account  of  what  is  said 
of  inoculating  or  transplanting  the  small-pox  by 
the  learned  Dr.  Emanuel  Timonius,  at  Constan- 
tinople, and  Jacobus  Pylarinus,  Venetian  Consul 
at  Smyrna,  1721  ;  and  an  historical  account  of 
the  small-pox  inoculated  in  New-England,  with 
some  account  of  the  nature  of  the  infection,  and 
some  short  directions  to  the  inexperienced. 

Cadwallader,  an  eminent  physician  of 

Philadelphia,  published,  about  the  year  1740, 
a  treatise  on  the  iliac  passion,  in  which  he  ex- 
plodes the  then  common  practice  of  giving  quick- 
silver and  drastic  purges,  and  recommends  in 
their  place  mild  cathartics,  with  occasional  use 
of  opiates. 

Puerperal  fever  has  been  more  frequent  and 
fatal  in  the  western  part  of  this  State,  the  pre- 
sent season,  than  for  several  years  past. 


aged 


Rheumatism. — An  old  gentleman,  who  had 
been  confined  6  weeks  to  his  bed,  by  rheuma- 
tism, in  1821,  in  London,  received  a  shock  from 
lightning,  which  came  from  the  chimney  to  the 
bed-post,  during  a  violent  storm  ;  he  instantane- 
ously jumped  from  his  pillow  and  ran  down 
stairs.     The  cure  was  permanent. 


Dwarfs. — A  man  and  his  sister,  both  well  form- 
ed, natives  of  Lapland,  were  exhibited  at  Gren- 
oble, 1821,  The  man,  aged  42  years,  was  3  ft. 
1  inch  high  ;  the  woman,  aged  52  years,  2  ft.  11 
inches. 

A  boy  at  Newcastle  lost  his  life  in  1821,  by- 
walking  on  his  hands;  a  straw  entering  his  nos- 
tril, perforated  the  ceribriform  plate  of  the  eth- 
moid bone,  and  entered  the  right  anterior  lobe 
of  the  brain. 


Mr.  Jeffreys,  a  surgeon  of  London,  a  few  months 
since,  cured  a  young  lady  of  tic  doloureux,  by  cutting 
out  from  her  chin  a  piece  of  a  China  cup,  of  the  size  of 
a  bean,  which  had  been  there  14  years. 


Mr.  Henry  Penefather,  surgeon,  Glasgow,  a  week 
after  dissecting  a  woman,  in  September  last,  who  died 
of  a  liver  complaint,  had  a  swelling  of  the  arm,  twitch- 
ing of  the  tendons,  and  numbness  of  the  fingers.  Mor- 
tification speedily  ensued,  and  the  arm  was  necessarily 
amputated  to  save  his  life. 


A  fever  has  prevailed  in  Berlin,  Conn.  Since  the 
12th  of  May  last,  there  have  been  448  cases,  44  of 
which  have  been  fatal. 


The  number  of  medical  degrees  conferred  at  Browa 
University,  R.  I.  since  the  foundation  of  that  seminary., 
is  60. 


A  statute  meeting  of  the  counsellors  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society,  will  be  holden  on  Wednes- 
day  next,  at  the  Medical  College,  Mason  Street,  at  12 
o'clock. 

WEEKLY   REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN    BOSTON,  ENDING  JAN- 
UARY 29,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS. 


Jan. 

21  Mary  Ann  Salisbury, 

22  Eliza  M.  Gibbens, 
Mary  Carney, 

24  Hannah  Sfamns, 
Man  Roach, 
Zacliariah  Tufts, 
Silvia  Barbrick, 

26  Mary  Bowlan, 
George  Furness, 
James  Clark, 

27  Bridget  Calaghan, 
Harriet  More, 
Eliza  Butler, 
Sally  Brewer, 
Stephen  Holden, 

Wallace, 


6 

14  mo. 

15 

18  mo. 


12  days 

70 
2 


54 
12  hours 

52 


28  Isaac  Row, 
Sally  Meldree, 
Rhoda  Chad  wick, 

29  Clotwoithy   McKeige,  83 
Apoplexy,   1 — Fits,  3 — Cror.p,    1 — Brain-fever,    1 — 

Lung-fever,  1 — Suicide,  1 — Old  age,  1. 
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DROPSY  OF  THE  HEAD,  IN  A  FETUS. 
By  S.  W.  Williams,  M.D.  Deerfield,Ms.  Jan.  26,1824. 
Oct.  13,  1821,  my  father  was  called  to  Mrs.  E. 
C.  She  had  borne  live  or  six  children,  the  two 
first  with  extreme  difficulty,  from  narrowness  of 
the  pelvis.  She  vas  unusually  large  at  this 
time,  and  most-*people  who  saw  her  predicted 
she  would  have  twins.  According'  to  her  calcu- 
lation, she  had  overgone  the  period  of  utero- 
gestation  a  month.  Me  found  the  right  thigh 
presenting.  The  water  discharged  itself  after 
a  few  severe  pains.  With  great  difficulty  he  in- 
troduced his  forefinger  on  the  groin,  and  brought 
down  the  right  foot  and  leg.  He  tied  a  fillet 
round  it  and  gave  it  to  an  assistant.  With  great 
effort,  during  the  pains,  he  brought  down  the 
other  foot  and  leg.  The  body  of  the  child  soon 
after  protruded  as  far  .as  the  armpits.  After 
several  hours,  he  brought  down  first  one,  then 
the  other  arm.  The  woman  was  still  a  monster 
in  size.  The  head  was  so  large  he  could  not 
apply  a  blade  of  the  forceps  ;  after  several  hours' 
attempts,  he  sent  forme  to  dissect  the  child.  It 
had  been  dead  several  hours.  With  a  strong 
knife,  I  made  my  incision  from  the  sternal  inser- 
tion of  the  clavicle,  obliquely  through  the  tho- 
rax, and  separated  the  body  upon  the  opposite 
side,  that  we  might  have  an  arm  to  pull  by,  dur- 
ing her  pains,  and  be  able  to  introduce  the  for- 
ceps. The  head  was  so  large  it  was  impossible 
to  introduce  the  instrument.  Our  next  resort 
was  to  dissect  off  the  remainder  of  the  child  at 
the  neck,  try  to  turn  the  head,  and  bring  the  ver- 
tex to  the  os  externum,  that  we  might  open  the 
head.  There  was  no  possibility  of  evacuating 
the  contents  of  the  cranium  through  the  foramen 
magnum.  Turning  could  not  be  effected  ;  the 
head  could  not  be  moved.  Dr.  A.  F.  Stone,  of 
Greenfield,  favoured  us  with  his  attendance.  Her 
pulse&and  strength  kept  up  remarkably.  Rest 
and  cordials  were- advised. 

Oct.  15,  3,  A.  M.  an  extremely  fetid  smell,  and 
slight  discharge  from  the  vagina  were  observ- 
ed. I  administered  a  dose  of  musk  and  lauda- 
num, and  fomentations  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  to  excite  pains.  They  soon  com- 
menced ;  during  one  of  them,  at  least  a  pailful 
of  water  was  discharged,  with  violence.  The 
stench  was  sufficient  to  drive  the  assistants  from 
the  room.  The  size  of  the  abdomen  immediate- 
ly subsided.  Dr.  S.  immediately,  without  diffi- 
culty, extracted  the  flabby  head.  This  was  the 
48th  hour  of  labour.  Her  strength  was  much 
exhausted,  her  pulse  feeble. 

The  placenta  adhered  over  its  whole  fundus 
to  the  uterus.  She  had  little  hemorrhage.  My 
father  sat  by  her  several  hours,  cautiously  sepa- 
rated it  at  all  its  points,  and  extracted  it.  Symp- 
toms of  mortification  soon  succeeded;  she  sur- 
vived but  3  days. 


PAINFUL  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  SCALP. 

Note,  referring  to  Beding field's  Med.  Practice,  p.  5. 

By  Stephen  W.  Williams,  M.  D. 

There  are  no  cases  so  insidious  in    their   at- 
tack  and  progress,  as  those    from  wounds   and 


bruises  of  the  scalp  and  head.  A  man  receives 
a  severe  blow  upon  his  head,  either  by  an  ob- 
tuse instrument  or  a  fall.  If  he  is  much  affect- 
ed, the  whole  system  may  be  thrown  into  disor- 
der by  the  shock;  a  general  state  of  stupefac- 
tion may  follow  ;  he  may  become  comatose  and 
lethargic  ;  the  pupiis  of  the  eyes  may  be  dilated, 
and  the  iris  insensible  to  the  influx  of  light;  his 
breathing  may  be  stertorous, as  in  apoplexy;  his 
pulse  may  be  feeble,  or  it  may  be  irregular,  or 
intermittent;  he  may  have  nausea  and  vomiting, 
with  all  the  train  of  symptoms  attendant  upon 
concussion  or  commotion  of  the  brain. 

All  these  symptoms  may  follow  a  severe  blow 
upon  the  head,  and  no  external  mark  be   found. 
After  the  use  of  stimulants,  if  the  above    symp- 
toms are  present,  to  restore  the  re-action  of  the 
biood  vessels  and  of  the  nervous  system,  blood- 
letting almost  ad  libitum,  should  be   resorted    to. 
This  sometimes  restores  the  patient  for    a  sea- 
son, and  sometimes  permanently.     We  may  add, 
that  active  cathartics  may,  at  the  same  time,  be 
had  recourse  to.     At  other  times,  this  treatment 
is  of  no  avail,  and  he  falls  a  sacrifice  to  the  inju- 
ry  received.      Sometimes    one,    two,    or    three 
years  elapse,  and  no  disease    discovers  itself  in 
the  system.     But  future  danger  is  to   be   appre- 
hended.    The    patient  may  be  suddenly  taken 
with  violent    pain   in  the   head,  vertigo,  nausea 
and  vomiting,  chills,  and  feverish    flushes,  and  a 
long  train  of  symptoms,  which,  if  not  immediate- 
ly attended  to,  will  speedily  terminate  in   death. 
Upon  examining  the  head,  a  small  puffy  tumour 
will  be  discovered,  which  not  unfrequently  con- 
tains matter.  Now  is  the  time  to  take  the  alarm, 
for  if  the  operation  of  trephining  be    not  imme- 
diately resorted  to,  the  patient  is  gone.     Unfor- 
tunately, it  is  often  too  late  to  resort  to  the  ope- 
ration with  success  after  this  tumour  is  discover- 
ed.    Upon  dissecting  into  it,    the    pericranium, 
immediately  under  the  scalp,  is  found  to  be   de- 
stroyed;  the  external  and  internal  tables  of  the 
skull  are  most  frequently  found  carious  ;  the  du- 
ra mater  detached,  sometimes  in  a   state   of  de- 
composition ;  and  sometimes  the  brain  itself,  im- 
mediately under  the  tumour,  is  putrid.     Paw  re- 
lates the  case  of  a  person,  who  was  struck  with  a 
pewter  pot,  over  the  right   parietal    bone.     He 
was  very  well  till    ten  months  afterwards,  when 
he  was  taken  with  a  vertigo,  in  walking,  and  ex- 
pired in  a  very  little  time.     After   opening    the 
cranium  in  the  affected  part,  the  bone   and  dxira 
mater  were  found  perfectly  rotten    and    fetid. — 
Numerous  such  instances  are  found    in    the    re- 
cords of  surgery. 

1  have  recently  prescribed  for  a  patient,  who, 
two  years  ago,  received  a  blow  with  an  axe,  on 
the  frontal  bone,  immediately  over  the  eyebrow. 
His  hat,  in  some  measure  protected  his  head,  or 
he  would,  probably,  have  been  killed  by  the 
blow.  He  was  stunned,  but  soon  recovered. — 
The  wound  was  scarcely  perceptible.  He  felt 
no  bad  effects  from  it,  till  li  year  afterwards, 
when  taking  cold,  the  digestive  organs  became 
affected;  soreness  and  pain  in  the  wound  follow- 
ed. Every  time  he  takes  cold,  his  head  is  se- 
verely affected,  and  once  or  twice  great   febrile 


action  has  been  excited,  and  derangement  has 
followed.  Bleeding  extensively,  purgatives,  and 
the  antiphlogistic  legimen  are  the  appropriate 
remedies. 

But  these  affections  of  the  scalp  often  produce 
this  direful  train  of  symptoms,  even  when  they 
are  at  first  trivial.  The  pericranium  is  often 
separated  from  the  bone,  or  the  dura  mater  de- 
tached, which  deprives  the  bone  of  nourishment ; 
it  becomes  dry  and  dies.  But  even  if  the  peri- 
cranium be  not  detached,  matter,  from  bruises, 
sometimes  forms  between  the  external  integu- 
ments and  the  pericranium.  This  matter  must 
discharge  itself  somewhere,  or  affect  the  peri- 
cranium, the  bones,  or  the  dura  mater. 

Even  the  slightest  wounds  of  the  external  in- 
teguments may  produce  the  most  alarming  symp- 
toms. John  Bell  says: — ^  life  is  more  frequent- 
ly endangered,  by  a  laceration  of  the  integu- 
ments, by  a  mere  contusion,  or  by  an  impercep- 
tible separation  of  the  dura  mater,  than  by  the 
broadest  fractures.  From  the  slightest  injury  of 
the  most  remote  of  the  integuments  of  the  brain, 
there  often  ensues,  slowly,  imperceptibly,  and  at 
a  distant,  unsuspected  period,  suppuration  of  the 
brain  itself.  A  wound  of  the  integuments,  natu- 
rally slight  and  void  of  danger,  may,  by  miscon- 
duct, cause,  not  merely  caries  of  the  bone,  but 
suppuration  of  the  brain." 

From  my  manuscript  lectures  upon  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  I  extract  the  following  observa- 
tions : — "  Injuries  of  the  scalp  are  frequently 
dangerous  as  they  may  affect  the  important 
nerves,  blood-vessels,  the  pericranium,  &c.  The 
dura  mater  being  injured,  will  readily  communi- 
cate its  disorders  to  the  bones  of  the  cranium, 
especially  near  the  sutures,  where  there  is  a 
manifest  and  reciprocal  intercourse  of  vessels." 

I  have  seen  several  large  and  deep  depres- 
sions of  the  skull,  where  the  injury  was  received 
12  or  15  years  since,  when  the  patients  had 
nothing  more  done  for  them  than  copious  bleed- 
ing, and  powerful  evacuations  at  the  time,  and 
no  bad  effects  have  resulted  from  the  wounds. 
The  depression  still  remains.  Numerous  such 
instances  are  mentioned  by  surgical  writers.— 

In  an  infant,  set.  1  }'ear,  the  head  was  mon- 
strously enlarged,  all  the  sutures  were  separat- 
ed, some  1  or  2  inches  ;  the  water  had  separated 
the  external  integuments  of  the  head  from  the 
skull.  The  physician  punctured  the  skin  with 
a  lancet,  and  suddenly  drew  off  the  water.  The 
child,  1  understand,  expired  in  24  hours  after. 


Take  a  conical  wine-glass,  or  watch-glass,  or 
a  bright  piece  of  a  pane  of  glass.  Put  on  it  the 
16th  of  a  grain  of  white  arsenic,  or  any  portion 
visible  to  the  naked  eye  ;  drop  on  it  one  or  two 
drops  of  chromate  of  potash,  where  the  excess 
of  the  alkali  has  been  neutralized  by  nitric  or 
acetic  acid,  according  to  the  usual  processes  of 
the  manufacturers  of  the  chromate  of  lead.  In 
three  hours  the  arsenic  will  give  a  decided  green 
tint.  The  arsenious  acid,  or  white  arsenic,  at- 
tracts oxygen  from  the  cromic  acid,  which  is 
thus  converted  into  a  green  oxyd   and   predpU 
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tated  ;    the  alkali   combines  with  the  acid  of  ar- 
senic. JUEfeE  COOPER. 


CASES  OF    SECONDARY  SMALL-POX. 
By  Samuel  Hill,   Surgeon,  Edin. 

James  Carson,  aged  17  years,  recruit  of  the 
East  India  Company's  service,  un  vaccina  ted,  a 
few  days  after  having  been  enlisted,  had  a  pass 
to  see  his  friends,  and,  Feb.  4th,  the  tilth  day  of 
his  return,  was  admitted  into  the  Depot  Hospital, 
Queensberry  House,  with  fever,  accompanied  by 
the  appearance  of  several  small-pox  pustules  on 
both  his  hands.  He  had  been  several  days  ill 
of  fever,  which,  at  the  time  of  admission,  was 
severe.  During  three  days  the  eruption  con- 
tinued to  come  out  very  numerously  on  the  face, 
which  was  swollen,  with  sore  throat.  In  the 
progress  of  the  disease,  the  eyelids  were  tumid 
and  closed,  and  pustules  coalesced  on  the  face 
and  hands.  There  was  a  considerable  difficulty 
in  deglutition,  accompanied  by  increased  secre- 
tion of  saliva.  The  fever  abated  on  the  second, 
and  subsided  on  the  third  day  of  the  eruption, 
which  blackened  on  the  face  by  the  eighth,  and 
on  the  body  and  upper  extremities  on  the  tenth. 
The  scabs  continued  to  separate  for  several 
days,  leaving  behind  deep  depressions  and  blains 
■of  the  cutis.  The  28th  day  from  admission,  he 
was  dismissed.  This  was  a  case  of  distinct 
small-pox. 

A  sister  of  the  patient,  who  was  unprotected, 
■visited  him  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  hospi- 
tal, and  soon  after  was  attacked  with  the  dis- 
ease, which  she  communicated  to  another  sister 
in  the  country,  to  whom  it  proved  fatal. 

James  Mitchell,  92d  regt.  set.  18,  vaccinated, 
was  admitted  into  the  Detachment  Hospital, 
Queensberry  House,  March  29,  1820,  with  what 
were  considered  to  be  the  symptoms  of  pneumo- 
nia, and  an  appearance  of  some  vesicles,  similar 
to  those  of  vesicular  itch.  For  the  pneumonic 
sj'mptoms  he  was  largely  bled,  and  took  purga- 
tive medicines,  which  were  followed  by  con- 
siderable mitigation.  Two  days  after,  he  expe- 
rienced a  fresh  attack  of  fever,  without  any  oth- 
er of  the  usual  symptoms  of  inflammation  of 
the  lungs.  The  same  evening,  an  eruption, 
very  numerous  on  the  face,  made  its  appearance 
on  the  body,  which,  in  hvo  days,  first  became 
vesicular,  and  afterwards  pustular ;  face  flushed 
and  swollen,  the  throat  sore,  accompanied  by  dif- 
ficulty of  deglutition,  and  increased  secretion  of 
saliva.  These  symptoms,  for  three  days,  were 
much  increased,  and  attended  with  considerable 
fever,  which  subsided  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
eruption,  which,  by  the  sixth  day,  began  to  black- 
en on  the  face  and  forehead,  forming,  in  some 
parts,  thin,  dark,  horny  scabs,  and  in  others  thin 
flat  crusts,  which,  on  tailing  off,  left  behind  slight 
tubercular  elevations  of  the  cutis  and  blains. 

The  period  of  blackening  and  scabbing  of  the 
eruption  on  the  extremities  was  two  days  later 
than  on  the  face,  where  the  elevations  of  the 
cutis  were  in  greater  proportion  than  were  ob- 
served on  the  body  or  extremities.  14th  day 
of  the  eruption  he  left  the  hospital. 

John  Falconer,  26th  regt.  aet.  19,  haviug  a 
distinct  cicatrix  from  vaccination  visible  on  the 
left  arm,  experienced  a  smart  attack  of  fever. 
April  23d.  This  was  succeeded  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a  vesicular  eruption  on  the  26th,  which 
Continued,  to  come  out  till  the  1st  of  May,  when 


it  appeared  in  its  various  stages,  some  vesicles 
with  limpid  contents,  others  containing  a  milk- 
like fluid,  and  some  diy,  covered  by  a  small, 
thin,  dark  scab.  The  scabs  continued  to  form 
for  three  or  four  days,  and  then  fell  off,  leaving 
behind  them  neither  depression  nor  blains. 

Miss  S.  ret.  16,  who  had  been  vaccinated  in 
Sicily,  at  the  age  of  6  months,  and  had  a  distinct 
cicatrix  from  that  process  visible  on  the  left 
arm,  was  attacked  with  severe  fever,  July  16th. 

17th,  she  was  bied,  and  some  saline  opening 
medicine  given  her,  under  the  belief  that  it  was 
an  attack  of  simple  fever.     The  symptoms,  how- 


ever,   underwent    no    remission    until  the  18th, 


when  a  papular  eruption  shewed  itself  on  her 
face,  forehead,  neck  and  arms.  This  in  some 
parts  was  surrounded  bj'an  erythematous  areola 
of  some  extent,  and  in  others  more  exposed  ;  the 
papulae  were  unaccompanied  by  any  inflamed 
margin.  The  fever  with  its  concomitant  symp- 
toms now  underwent  a  marked  remission,  and 
she  only  complained  of  a  sense  of  giddiness  and 
weakness  when  in  the  erect  position.  The  pa- 
pulae continued  to  come  out  in  successive  patch- 
es for  three  days,  while  those  which  had  first 
appeared,  became  in  that  time,  first  vesicular, 
and  afterwards  pustular.  The  pustules  began 
to  blacken  on  the  face  the  sixth  day,  while  those 
on  the  body  and  extremities  were  two  days  later 
in  undergoing  the  same  change.  The  pustules 
formed  tit  first  their  horny  scabs,  which  left  be- 
hind   them  tubercular  elevations  and  blains. 

Master  J.  S.  aet.  14  years,  brother  of  the  fore- 
going, vaccinated  at  12  months  old,  in  Ireland, 
and  having  a  distinct  cicatrix  visible  on  both 
arms,  was  taken  ill.  July  17,  with  giddiness,  nau- 
sea, pain  at  the  epigastrium  and  bowels,  with 
slight  fever.  These  symptoms,  with  little  vari- 
ation, continued  till  the  23d,  when  a  few  vesi- 
cles, unpreceded  by  papulae,  about  20  in  number, 
containing  a  limpid  fluid,  made  their  appearance 
on  his  face,  neck,  breast  and  arms.  These  vesi- 
cles were  small  and  conoidal,  surrounded  by  a 
slightly  inflamed  areola.  Their  contents  gradu- 
ally acquired  a  turbid,  milky  appearance,  and  in 
four  days  began  to  harden  into  thin  scabs,  which 
speedily  fell  off,  leaving  the  cuticle  smooth  and 
even,  but  slightly  red  in  the  places  which  they 
had  occupied. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  appearance  of  this 
eruption  which  could  enable  the  observer  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  a  well-marked  example  of  chick- 
en-pox, though  there  was  no  reason  to  believe 
he  had  been  exposed  to  any  other  contagion 
than  that  of  small-pox. 

Mr.  S.  eldest  brother  of  the  foregoing,  aet.  18, 
had  been  vaccinated  f.t  9  months  old,  a  distinct 
mark  of  which  was  visible  on  the  right  arm. — 
He  was  seized  with  fever,  Aug.  1,  followed  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d,  by  an  eruption  on  the 
body,  which  continued  to  come  out  four  days, 
during-  which  ttme  there  appeared  to  be  very 
little  remission  of  the  febrile  symptoms;  the  nau- 
sea and  pain  at  the  epigastrium  were  describ- 
ed  to  be  most  distressing.  The  eruption  in 
this  case  followed  a  similar  course,  and  present- 
ed the  same  appearances  as  that  in  the  case  of 
his  sister. 

Rose  Coghill,  recruit  79th  regt.  aet.  17,  though 
bearing  on  his  face,  and  other  parts  of  his  body, 
about  50  distinct  marks,  similar  to  those  left  by 
small-pox,   yet   as  he  could  give  no    distinct    or 


through  that  disease,  was  vaccinated  June  15, 
on  each  arm.  The  vaccination  passed  through 
its  different  stages  in  a  regular  manner. 

9th  day  of  vaccination,  he  was  attacked  with 
tever,  which  continued  severe  for  three  days, 
when  it  was  succeeded  by  &  very  thick  eruption 
over  the  body,  but  most  numerous  on  the  face 
and  forehead.  In  the  course  of  four  days,  this 
eruption  became  first  vesicular,  and  afterwards 
pustular,  accompanied  by  flush  and  swelling 
of  the  face,  and  soreness  of  the  throat.  The  lat- 
ter symptoms  continued  severe  for  three  days, 
when  the  pustules  on  the  face  began  to  blacken, 
and  those  on  the  body  and  extremities  followed 
the  same  course  2  days  afterwards.  The  scabs 
continued  to  fall  off  near  a  week,  leaving  ^behind 
them  tubercular  elevations  of  the  cutis.  She 
was  dismissed  the  hospital  the  18th  day  of  the 
eruption. 

Murdoch  Ferguson,  recruit  79th  regt.  unvac- 
cinated,  was  attacked  with  severe  fever,  July  8, 
1820,  which  continued  for  four  days,  when  it 
was  followed  by  a  remission,  on  the  eruption  of 
some  papulae  over  the  body,  which  proved  to  be 
that  of  small-pox,  and  in  all  its  circumstances  ex- 
hibited an  exact  resemblance  to  that  noticed  in 
the  last  case. 

This  patient,  as  well  as  the  recruit  Goghill, 
was  examined  at  the  Caste,  to  ascertain  if  he 
had  previously  been  subjected  to  vaccination,  or 
passed  through  small-pox  ;  about  50  marks,  sim- 
ilar to  those  in  Coghill,  were  visible  on  his  face 
and  body,  and  he  stated  that  he  had  been  told 
by  his  mother,  he  had  in  his  infancy  passed 
through  the  small-pox.  This  statement,  corrob- 
orated by  the  appearance  of  his  body,  being 
deemed  satisfactory,  he  was  not  subjected  to  vac- 
cination. 


Jane  Johnstone,  aet.  27,  was  attacked,  July 
27,  with  fever,  the  symptoms  of  which  were 
very  severe,  and  lasted  tor  six  days;  during  that 
period  she  was  bled  three  times,  and  took  saline 
purgatives  and  diaphoretic  medicines.  The  fe- 
ver was  succeeded  by  a  very  thick  papular  erup- 
tion on  the  face  and  body,  which  continued  to 
come  out  three  days,  when  the  febrile  symptoms 
abated.  In  three  days  more,  the  eruption  be- 
came first  vesicular,  and  afterwards  pustular,  the 
pustules  of  which  were  large  and  flat,  with  cen- 
tral depressions.  The}'  were  coherent  on  the 
face  and  forehead,  which  was  flushed  and  swollen, 
accompanied  by  severe  pain  in  the  throat,  diffi- 
culty of  deglutition,  and  increased  secretion  of 
saliva.  By  the  ninth  day  of  the  eruption,  all 
the  symptoms  were  increased  in  severity,  and 
the  eyelids  were  so  much  swollen  as  to  occa- 
sion blindness.  She  was  now  attacked  with  con- 
siderable fever,  which  continued  severe  until  the 
11th  day  of  "the  eruption,  and  was  accompanied 
at  night  by  slight  delirium. 

The  pustules  began  to  blacken  on  the  face 
the  11th,  when  the  secondary  fever  abated; 
those  on  the  body  and  extremities  were  some 
days  later  in  undergoing  the  same  process.  The 
scabs  which  were  formed,  on  falling  off,  left  be- 
hind them  large  depressions  and  blains  on  the 
face,  but  many  of  those  on  the  extremities  were 
succeeded  by  slight  tubercular  elevations  of  the 
cutis.  The  blains  were  visible  40  days  from  the 
first  appearance  of  the  eruption,  and  the  depres- 
sions were  to  be  seen  several  months  after. 

This  woman  stated,  that,  while  living  at  Lei- 


satisfactory   information   of  his   having  passed  cester,  in  1811,  she  remembers  she  had  beeia 
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affected  with  small-pox,  winch  she  caught  natu- 
rally, a  great  number  ot  distinct  marks  of  which 
were  vi*ibie  on  the  body,  and  a  few  on  d.fferent 
parts  of  tier  face.  She  aiso  stated  that  the  erup- 
tion remained  out  nine  days  before  it  began  to 
blacken,  and  many  of  the  pocks  on  her  arms  and 
body  were  large  and  flat.  Her  husband  stated 
also,  that  he  recollected  the  circumstance  of  her 
having  passed  through  the  disease,  and  under 
this  conviction,  she  had  heen  frequently  since 
exposed  to  the  contagion  of  small-pox,  without 
entertaining  the  slightest  apprehension  of  again 
becoming  affected  with  it.  In  fhis  case,  no  mark 
of  modification  could  be  perceived  in  the  erup- 
tion with  which  it  was  last  affected,  though  there 
does  not  seem  any  reason  to  doubt,  that  she  had 
previously  passed  through  natural  small-pox. 

Jane  Fowler,  aet.  15  months,  was  attacked  with 
fever,  Sept.  1,  attended  by  convulsions,  which 
returned  frequently,  and  continued  more  or  less 
violent  till  the  3d,  when  a  papular  eruption  ap- 
peared over  the  whole  body,  but  most  numerous 
on  the  face.  Towards  the  evening  of  this  day, 
the  eruption  seemed  to  go  back,  when  the  con- 
vulsions, which  had  in  some  degree  subsided  on 
the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  returned  in  a 
violent  manner,  and  continued  during  that  night. 
4th  morning,  the  eruption  re-appeared,  and  ai 
the  same  time  the  convulsions  and  fever  went 
off.  In  three  days  the  eruption  became  vesicu- 
lar, confluent,  of  an  ash  colour,  with  central  de- 
pressions, and  having  all  the  characters  of  ma- 
lignant water-pox.  The  face  was  at  this  time 
much  swollen,  the  eyelids  tumid  and  closed,  and 
the  child  seemed  to  suffer  much  pain  and  diffi- 
culty of  deglutition. 

These  symptoms  continued  increasing  till  the 
9th,  when  secondary  fever,  with  a  puffy  swell- 
ing of  the  hands  and  arms,  difficult  respiration, 
great  restlessness,  and  a  small  rapid  pulse,  su- 
pervened, and  proved  fatal  on  the  11th  day. 

This  infant,  while  in  the  barracks  at  Dundee, 
some  days  after  having  frequent  intercourse  with 
a  child  residing  in  that  town,  during  (he  time  it 
was  affected  with  malignant  water-pox,  of  which 
it  died,  was  attacked,  in  the  month  of  February 
last,  with  a  varioloid  eruption,  preceded  by  fe- 
ver and  sickness  of  three  days'  duration.  That 
eruption,  as  described  by  its  mother,  was  at  first 
papular,  and  afterwards  pustular.  The  pustules, 
which  were  numerous,  accompanied  by  swelling 
of  the  face,  did  not  begin  to  blacken  before  the 
ninth  day.  The  scabs,  on  failing  off,  left  behind 
them  a  considerable  number  of  depressions  and 
blains  of  the  cutis  on  the  face  and  body,  the  lat- 
ter of  which  were  distinctly  visible  at  the  time 
this  infant  was  attacked  with  the  small-pox  of 
which  she  died. 

Five  other  unvaccinated  children,  living  in  the 
same  barrack  r^om  with  Fowler's  child,  were 
successively  attacked  by  a  varioloid  eruption, 
which,  though  from  the  description,  it  seem 
ed  to  have  been  of  a  milder  form  than  that  in 
Fowler,  left  behind  it  depressions  of  the   cutis  in 


them  all. 
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A  CASE  OF  SMALL-POX, 
several  years  after  inoculation  with  variolous  mat- 
ter ;  in  consequence  of  the  inoculated  pustules  be- 
ing interrupted.     By  Mr.  Mili.ington. 

Read  at  the  College  of  Physic  London,  1814. 
1  inoculated   Mr.   L.'s  daughter,  of  Castle  St. 
Oxford  market ;  at  the  same  time,  and  with   the 


same  sort  of  matter,  I  inoculated  one  of  his  lodg- 
er's children.  At  the  period  of  four  days,  the 
punctures,  two  in  number,  on  one  arm,  appeared 
a  little  raised  and  inflamed.  The  9th  clay,  1 
called  on  the  child,  and  observed  to  the  parents 
that  the  pustules  had  been  interfered  with,  for 
they  were  burst.  10th  clay,  I  inquired  if  she  had 
been  ill;  they  did  not  know  that  she  had  been. 
No  eruption  followed.  They  would  not  consent 
to  have  it  re-inoculated.  The  lodger's  child  did 
not  appear  affected  by  the  matter  till  after  the 
period  of  16  or  18  days,  when  the  incisions  took 
on  inflammation,  and  produced  the  symptomatic 
fever,  also  plentiful  eruptions,  that  continued 
about  a  week,  and  went  off  in  the  usual  manner. 
Several  years  after  this,  I  saw  Mr.  L.'s  child  ex- 
tremely unwell,  with  fever  and  delirium.  I 
gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  eruptions  then 
coming  out  were  small-pox.  The  next  day,  the 
child  had  a  regular  crop  of  pustules,  and  suffer- 
ed considerably  during  the  disease,  but  recover- 
ed very  well.. 


CASE  OF  FEVER,  WITH  INORDINATE  APPETITE. 
By  R.  P.  Satterle^  M.  D.  Fellow    of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  and  physician  to  the  Mid- 
dlesex and  Foundling  Hospitals. 

Read  at  the  College,  April  17,  1815. 
A  young  gentleman,  ast.  16,  immediately  on 
his  return  from  school,  was  observed  to  look 
paie  and  unwell.  He  complained  of  being  cold, 
and  of  pain  in  the  forehead,  passed  a  restless 
night,  and  in  the  morning  came  under  the  care 
of  my  neighbour  Mr.  Marshall.  After  two  or 
three  days,  the  disease  seemed  abating;  but  a 
high  aggravation  of  the  headach  proved  the  fal- 
lacy of  these  hopes,  and  my  attendance,  and 
shortly  after  that  of  Dr.  Heberden  was  request- 
ed. The  boy  was  at  this  time  excessively  flush- 
ed, had  a  hot  dry  skin,  eyes  suffused  and  in- 
flamed, he  was  restless  and  much  agitated,  his 
pulse  quick  and  feeble,  his  tongue  dry  and  brown. 
The  headach  was  so  acute,  that  it  was  deemed 
right  to  take  away  blood,  and  leeches  and  blis- 
ters were  applied  to  the  head. 

The  following  morning,  the  phrenitic  disposi- 
tion was  lessened,  a  calm  and  quiet  night  had 
followed  the  bleeding,  but  the  skin,  tongue  and 
pulse  showed  more  decidedly  the  typhoid  char- 
acter. Up  to  the  5th  day,  it  was  with  difficulty, 
and  only  by  urgent  importunities,  he  could  be 
made  to  take  the  ordinary  nourishment;  shortly 
afterwards  I  was  informed  that  a  desire  for  food 
had  shown  itself;  I  ordered  it  to  be  moderately 
complied  with.  In  a  day  or  two  my  attention 
was  again  called  to  this  return  of  appetite,  by 
his  aunt's  representing  to  me  the  impossibility  of 
satisfying  it  by  the  diet  allowed  in  sick  rooms  ; 
besides  several  basons  of  sago  and  other  slops,  he 
daily  eat  some  pounds  of  biscuits,  &c.  By  way 
of  experiment,  animal  food,  in  small  quantities, 
was  substituted  ;  its  flavour  being  more  agreea- 
ble, its  exhibition  was  followed  by  more  inces- 
sant cravings.  He  would  eat  1|-  pound  of  beef- 
steaks, a  large  fowl,  or  a  couple  of  rabbits  at  a 
meal,  without  apparently  satisfying  his  appetite  ; 
in  a  few  minutes  after  he  had  devoured,  with  in- 
describable greediness,  meat  adequate  to  suppor- 
the  stoutest  labourer,  he  would  deny  his  having 
tasted  food,  and  earnestly  entreat  for  a  further 
supply,  in  which,  if  he  were  indulged,  it  would 
be  followed  by  similar  demands ;  independently 
of  three  or  four  regular  meals^  he  was  uninter- 


ruptedly   eating-   dry    bread,    biscuits,  or    fruits, 
many  pounds   of  which    he    daily  devoured. 

Every  endeavour  to  abridge  this  quantity  of 
food  producing  the  greatest  distress,  and  materi- 
ally increasing  his  febrile  symptoms,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  eat  as  much  as  he  pleased,  and  the 
only  restriction  was  to  supply  him,  in  the  inter- 
vals of  his  meals,  with  such  edibles,  as  from  their 
hardness  gave  him  the  most  trouble  to  masticate. 
Except  animal  food,  which  was  the  particular 
object  of  his  desire,  it  seemed  indifferent  to  him 
what  he  ate  ;  substances  the  most  incongruous 
were  greedily  swallowed,  and  when  all  other 
things  failed,  from  the  bed-clothes,  or  his  fingers, 
he  would  endeavour  to  obtain  a  supply;  the  lat- 
ter he  often,  apparently  from  hunger,  bit  so  as 
to  make  them  bleed ;  the  inclination  for  food 
came  on  regularly  with  the  paroxysm  of  fever, 
and  continued  unabated  till  that  subsided,  when 
he  usually  fell  into  a  sound  sleep.  The  period 
of  the  recurrence  of  the  paroxysm  was  very  un- 
certain, always  marked  by  a  distinct  circum- 
scribed redness  of  one  or  both  cheeks;  the  mo- 
ment this  spot  was  visible,  he  would  rouse  him- 
self (for  he  was  at  other  times  either  sleeping, 
or  dull  or  torpid)  and  immediately  begin  -his 
craving  for  food  :  as  the  fever  advanced  (and  it 
ordinarily  ran  very  high)  this  craving  increased, 
until,  after  10  or  12  hours,  the  fever  and  appe- 
tite subsided. 

The  digestive  organs  were  fully  adequate  to 
their  office,  the  stools  were  natural  in  their  ap- 
pearance and  form  ;  they  were  never  obtained 
but  from  the  strongest  purgatives  ;  considerable 
doses  of  aloes,  repeated  draughts  of  the  infusion 
of  senna,  with  constant  use  of  the  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  and  occasionally  calomel,  would  pro- 
duce six  or  seven  copious,  but  solid  evacuations, 
any  one  of  them  equal  to  the  daily  excretion  of 
a  man  in  health. 

All  this  time  his  strength  was  abating,  and  the 
disease,  with  the  exceptions  I  have  stated,  pur- 
suing the  usual  progress  of  typhus,  of  which  a 
slow  muttering  delirium,  feeble  pulse,  dry  and 
brown  tongue,  high-coloured  and  scanty  urine, 
and  very  great  prostration  of  strength  were  the 
prominent  symptoms.  The  disease  was  extend- 
ed, with  various  alterations,  30  days,  when  the 
fever  subsided,  and  he  gradually  recovered. 


MERCURY. 

Any  quantity  of  mercury  that  acts  on  the  gum?, 
inflames  the  fauces,  and  produces  salivation,  is 
injurious  in  many  constitutional  diseases,  where 
febrile  excitement  is  present,  whether  original 
or  symptomatic.  Stools  procured  by  calomel, 
in  the  most  healthy  constitutions,  have  general- 
ly a  fetor  peculiar  to  the  operation  of  that  med- 
icine ;  this  does  not  arise  from  disease,  though 
such  stools  are  considered  by  unslulful  persons, 
as  depending  on  fever,  acrid  "bile  or  even  worms; 
on  this  account  calomel  has  been  persevered  in, 
to  great  injury.  It  generally  aggravates  every 
symptom  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  I  only  refer  to 
the  mercurial  action  on  the  general  system,  not 
fo  it  as  a  purgative,  especially  calomel.  I  wish 
not  to  disparage  mercury,  but  to  confirm  the 
excellent  maxim,  that  the  best  things  are  most, 
liable  to  abuse.         wm.  saunders,  m.  d.  f,  r.  s. 

F/estminster,  1810. 


A  surgical  operation  was  performed  at  St.  Lou- 
is' hospital,  in  Paris,  the  lastseaaon  on  a  peasant 
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of  La  Fere,  who  swallowed  a  small  reptile,  two 
years  before.  Tortured  by  excruciating'  pains, 
the  man,  last  season,  entered  St.  Louis'  hospital 
to  be  opened.  An  incision  was  made  a  little  be- 
low the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach,  which  ex- 
posed the  animal;  it  immediately  coiled  itself 
back  from  the  opening-,  out  of  sight  ;  an  assistant 
put  his  finger  into  the  wound  and  drew  out  a 
snake,  2^  feei  long,  and  13  lines  in  circumfer- 
ence. It  lived  60  hours.  The  patient  felt  great 
relief  immediately  :  his  recovery  was  rapid. 


DISEASES    OF    JAMAICA. 

The  most  common  diseases  are  malignant  epi- 
demic, bilious,  typhous,  and  intermittent  fevers; 
dysentery,  pleurisy,  and  complaints  of  the  liver. 
The  malignant  epidemic  fever  is  extremely  vio- 
lent and  fatal ;  its  effects  on  strangers  are  nearly 
as  fatal  as  the  plague.  It  is  attended  with  a 
highly  inflammatory  febrile  affection  of  the 
whole  system,  with  a  peculiar  determination  of 
blood  to  the  head,  violent  pain,  nausea  and  irri- 
tation of  the  stomach,  restlessness,  pain  and 
weakness  in  the  spine,  delirium,  and  total  pros- 
tration of  strength.  In  one  or  two  days,  if  the 
febrile  and  inflammatory  symptoms  are  not  sr.b- 
.dued,  the  patient  dies  immediately.  Youth  and 
strength  avail  nothing  ;  on  such,  the  disease  op- 
erates most  violently. 

When  this  malady  is  raging  at  its  greatest 
height  among  the  white  inhabitants,  the  negroes 
are  usually  entirely  healthy  : — when  the  whites 
i\ve  free  from  its  effects,  the  coloured  people 
throughout  the  island  are  subject  to  the  com- 
plaint. The  coloured  people  are  by  far  the 
healthiest,  in  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

On  most  of  the  plantations,  are  hospitals,  call- 
ed hot-houses.  The  surgeon  is  generally  em- 
ployed by  the  year,  and  visits  the  hospital  daily. 
One  physician,  with  an  assistant,  frequently  has 
Ihe  practice  of  fifteen  or  twenty  plantations; — 
where  this  is  the  case,  it  is  nearly  impossible  for 
him  to  visit  the  hospitals  oftener  than  once  in  2 
or  3  weeks.  At  a  sickly  period,  strict  medical 
attention  to  all  the  patients  becomes  impractica- 
ble ;  many  valuable  slaves  consequently  die. — 
For  attendance  on  each  slave,  sick  or  well,  the 
annual  medical  fee  is  fJ6  3s.  8e?.  the  proprietor- 
finding  the  medicines.  Every  visit  to  a  white 
person  is  j£l  6s.  8c/.  The  charge  for  medicine 
is  double  its  original  cost.  The  practitioner  in 
Jamaica  is  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary  and 
nurse,  and  charges  according!}'. 


blind,  could  readily  distinguish  between  black 
and  white,  in  the  same  manner,  without  mistake. 
Hillier,  the  lithotomist,  related  the  case- of  a 
girl  of  18,  who  had  become  insensible  to  pinch- 
ing or  burning.  Dr.  Hervey  discovered  that  it 
arose  from  a  diseased  state  of  the  uterine  sys- 
tem, which  was  eventually  relieved. 


PRETERNATURAL  OPERATION  OF   THE  SENSES. 

Father  Paul  Sarpi  had  a  taste  so  perfect,  he 
could  discern  by  it  almost  insensible  things. — 
This  secured  him  from  the  effects  of  poison,  on 
several  occasions,which  was  mixed  with  his  meats. 

Augustus  Corbetas  could  «mell  ginger,  pepper 
or  cloves,  although  he  could  never  taste  either 
of  them. — Lazarus,  a  labourer  of  Venice,  never 
could  distinguish  between  sweet  and  sour,  fresh, 
salt,  bitter  or  insipid  articles;  he  ate  glass,  stones, 
candles  or  woolen  cloth,  declaring  he  perceived 
no  difference  between  them.  After  death,  he 
was  opened  by  Columbus,  who  found  the  gusta- 
tory nerve  was  wanting. 

Dr.  Finch,  anatomist  to  the  duke  of  Tu«cany, 
told    Mr.  Boyle,  he  knew  a  man  who  could    dis 


PREMATURE  BURIALS. 

In  1667,  Mrs.  Margaret  Carpenter,  of  Lincoln's 
Inn-Fields,  was  laid  out,  in  order  for  burial  the 
next  day,  it  being  supposed  that  she  had  died  by 
a  fever.  The  next  day,  to  the  surprise  of  the 
family,  she  came  down  stairs,  from  a  room  in 
which  she  had  been  left,  perfectly  naked.  She 
was  put  into  a  warm  bed,  and  received  refresh- 
ments; but  her  late  situation  shocked  her  so 
much,  she  died  the  second  day  after. 

A  Mrs.  Bradford,  of  Wallingford,  Eng.  was 
found  in  a  field,  to  all  appearance  dead,  and  put 
into  a  coffin,  where  she  remained  three  days,  be- 
fore the  friends  could  be  notified.  Just  at  the 
moment  the  sexton  was  securing  down  the  lid, 
she  revived,  and  was  soon  restored  to  health. 

Duns  Scotus  apparently  died  of  an  apoplexy, 
and  being  buried  too  soon,  revived  in  his  tomb, 
where  he  dashed  his  brains  out  against  the  wall. 

A  coachman,  found  apparently  dead  in  a  sta- 
ble, at  Fulham,  near  London,  was  buried.  A 
person  who  attended  the  funeral,  insisted  that  he 
heard  a  struggling  in  the  coffin,  on  which  it  was 
immediately  taken  up  ;  in  it  was  a  large  quanti- 
ty of  blood,  showing  that  great  exertions  had 
been  made  by  the  man  to  extricate  himself. 

A  lady,  aged  80  years,  who  had  apparently 
been  dead  two  days,  at  Cornwall,  was  resuscita- 
ted on  the  discovery  of  warmth  on  the  loins,  in 
putting  on  on  the  grave  clothes. 


A  young  negro  of  this  city  lost  both  arms,  a 
few  inches  below  the  elbows,  and  both  legs  be- 
low the  knees,  at  the  same  moment,  by  a  can- 
non-ball. He  is  remarkably  well,  fleshy  and  ac- 
tive. He  can  shave  himself  by  holding  a  razor 
between  the  elbows,  button  and  unbutton  his 
clothes,  as  readily  as  most  people  who  have  the 
use  of  their  hands. 


William  Shippen,  M.  D.  first  professor  of  anat- 
omy in  the  university  of  Pennsylvania,  was  a  na- 
tive of  that  colony,  and  was  graduated  at  the 
college  in  New  Jersey,  in  1754.  After  studying 
medicine  for  some  time  in  Philadelphia,  he  com- 
pleted his  medical  education  at  Edinburgh.  Af- 
ter his  return,  he  commenced  in  1764  a  course 
of  lectures  on  anatomy  at  Philadelphia.  Being 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  medical  school,  he 
was  appointed  professor  of  anatomy  in  1765. — 
He  had  to  struggle  with  many  difficulties,  and 
his  life  was  sometimes  endangered  by  a  mob  in 
consequence  of  his  dissectioas.  But  he  lived  to 
see  the  institution  divided  into  five  branches,  all 
supplied  with  able  professors,  his  own  pupils. — 
Instead  of  the  ten  students,  whom  he  first  ad- 
dressed, he  lived  to  address  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  About  the  year  1777,  he  was  appointed 
director  general  of  the  medical  department  in 
the  United  States,  in  place  of  Dr.  Morgan.  He 
resigned  his  professorship  in  1806,  to  his  col- 
league, Dr.  Wistar,  and  died  in  Germantown, 
July  11,  1808,  aged  75. 


Dentition. — Pyrrhus,  king  of  Epirus,  had  no 
teeth  on  his  upper  jaw,  but  one  entire  bone  pro- 
jecting from  the  gums. — Louis  XIII,  of  France, 
had  a  double  row  of  teeth  in  one  jaw. — Michael 
de  Ptomagnano,  at  90  years  of  age,  shed  his 
teeth,  and  cut  an  entire  new  set. — The  emperor, 
Charles  IV\  had  one  of  his  molar  teeth  drop  out 


in  his  91st  year;  it  was  soon  replaced. — Mary 
linguisti  colours  by  his  (infers,  but  only  while  he  j  Thompson,  at  Smeaton,  near  Pontefract,  act.  96, 
had   been   fasting;.     Count  Mansfield,,  who   was)  cut  four  new  teeth  the  last  year. 


It  has  been  observed  by  repeated  trials  the 
last  week,  that  if  a  patient  is  vaccinated  over 
the  inner  edge  of  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid 
muscle,  and  the  quill  suffered  to  remain  a  few 
minutes,  nausea  generally  follows,  and  some- 
times vomition. 


Maria  Schuzman,  a  lady  remarkable  for  her  genius, 
and  perfect  knowledge  of  twelve  languages,  in  Germa- 
ny, contracted  a  love  of  eating  spiders  ;  she  died  in 
June  last,  after  eating  too  many  at  once. 


Thomas  Morrison,  M.  D.  of  Disblair  Cottage,  Aber- 
deen, has  recently  invented  an  improved  ear-trumpet, 
highly  useful  to  the  deaf.  It  is  manufactured  of  block 
tin,  of  uniform  size,  1  inch  in  diameter,  bell-shaped, 
equally  at  both  ends. 

Dr.  Silvanus  Fancher,-  of  Connecticut,  who  has  de- 
voted many  years  to  inoculation,  has  invented  a  spring 
lancet,  that  punctures  and  inserts  the  vaccine  virus  at 
the  same  instant. 


Two  more  cases  of  small-pox  have  occurred  at  Rains- 
ford's  Island. 

WEEKLY   REPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN    BOSTON,  ENDING  FEB- 
UARY   5,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS.  ; 

Jan.  Age 

30  Catharine  Torry,  61 

-       31   Nehemiah  Hollis,  56 

Susannah  Hatch,  73 

Joseph  West,  68 

Owen, 

Thomas  Boden,  26 

Rebecca  Keep,  29 

Feb.l  Thomas  Mc  Donald,  38 

Phebe  Williams,  83 

Mary  Collins, 

2  Stephen  Roberts, 
Samutl  Barnes, 
Charles  Baxter, 

Mellen, 

Mary  Hayden, 

3  Elizabeth  Osgood, 
Edwin  A.  Greenwood, 
William  L.  Kemp, 

Barber, 

John  C.  Varney, 
Daniel  Utley, 

Lobdell, 

James  H.  Freeman, 
Frances  M.  Mayo, 

4  Thomas  Powars, 

5  Francis  C.  Robbins, 
John  Spanasel, 
Joseph  Pierce, 

Inflammatory  fever,  1 — Intemperance,  3 — Palsy,  1— 
Consumption,  4 — Stillborn,  4 — Lung-fever,  3 — Abor 
(ion,  1— Old  age,  1 — Inflammation  of  bowels,  1 — Drop 
sy  of  head,  1— Childbed,  1— Liver  complaint,  1. 
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VACCINATION. 
By  Edward  Jenner,  M.  D. 

A  single  serous  blolch  upon  the  skin,  existing 
during-  the  progress  of  the  vaccine  vesicles  on 
the  arms,  may  occasion  such  irregularity  and  de- 
viation from  correctness,  that  vaccination  under- 
such  circumstances  cannot  be  perfectly  depend- 
ed on. 

i  have  found  abrasions  of  the  cuticle  to  pro- 
duce the  same  effect ;  such,  for  example,  as  we 
rind  in  the  nurseries  of  the  opulent,  as  well  as 
the  cottages  of  the  poor,  behind  the  ears,  and 
ou  many  other  parts  where  the  cuticle  is  thin. 
Happily,  we  find  no  irregularity  in  the  vaccine 
vesicle  in  an  uncontatninated  skin  ;  but  we  find 
it  if  the  skin  is  beset  with  these  herpetic  blotch- 
es, or  even  simple  serous  oozings  from  an  abra- 
ded cuticle.  It  is  not  to  be  considered  as  of  less 
consequence  when  occupying  a  small  space  ;  a 
speck  behind  the  ear,  which  might  be  covered 
by  a  split  pea,  being  capable  of  disordering  the 
progress  of  the  vaccine  vesicle.  Dandruff  may 
be  considered  as  a  malady  of  this  class,  the  in- 
crustation on  the  scalp  being  formed  from  exco- 
riation beneath  ;  and  however  slight,  for  there 
is  every  gradation  between  a  thin  scurfy  layer 
of  a  dirt-like  substance,  or  even  patches  of 
this  thin  crust,  and  even  tinea  itself.  However, 
fortunately  for  the  safety  of  the  vaccine  prac- 
tice, and  for  the  ease  of  the  practitioner,  all 
there  affections  of  the  skin  may  be  removed 
with  very  little  trouble.  Sore  eyelids  are  also 
impediments  to  constitutional  vaccination. 

It  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  with- 
out the  aid  of  drawings,  to  g-ive  a  correct  descrip- 
tion of  the  varieties  which  an  herpetic  state  of 
the  skin  is  capable  of  producing,  from  those  tri- 
fling deviations  which  prove  no  impediment  to 
the  vaccine  security,  up  to  that  point  of  imper- 
fection in  the  vesicle  which  affords  no  security 
at  all.  Perhaps  I  commit  an  error  in  saying 
"  no  security  at  a//,'1  for  it  strikes  me,  that  the 
constitution  loses  its  susceptibility  of  small-pox 
contagion,  and  its  capability  of  producing  the 
disease  in  its  perfect  and  ordinary  state,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  perfection  which  the 
vaccine  vesicle  has  put  on  in  its  progress,  and 
that  the  small-pox,  taken  subsequently,  is  modi- 
fied accordingly.  When  no  deviation  takes 
place  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  vaccine  vesi- 
cles, or  when  it  is  inconsiderable,  the  herpetic 
blotches  or  vesicles,  of  whatever  kind  they  mav 
be,  often  assume  (sometimes  as  early  as  the  3d 
or  4th  day  after  insertion  of  the  vaccine  fluid)  a 
new  character,  not  unlike  the  vaccine,  and,  keep- 
ing pace  in  their  progress  with  the  vesicles  on 
the  arm,  die  away  with  them,  leaving  the  skin 
smooth. 

Let  me  advise  every  practitioner,  not  to  con- 
fine his  cautions,  nor  to  narrow  my  meaning,  to 
one  class  of  eruptive  affections  only.  In  short, 
every  disease  of  the  skin,  which  may  be  called 
serous,  or  one  that  sends  out  a  fluid  capable  of 
conversion  into  a  scab,  has  the  power  of  exert- 
ing this  modifying  and  counteracting  influence  ; 
and  I  have  also  ;een  purulent  fluids  exert  a  sim- 
ilar  influence   in    producing   deviation.     1  was 


lately  puzzled  to  find  the  cau?e  of  irregularity 
in  a  vaccine  vesicle,  the  skin  being  free  from 
any  apparent  erruption;  upon  m'nute  inquiry,  J 
discovered  a  whitlow  on  the  thumb,  in  which 
suppuration  had  taken  place.  If  1  were  ask- 
ed what  were  the  other  actual  impediments 
to  perfect  vaccination,  as  a  general  answer  I 
should  say,  that  I  scarceiy  know  any  other  ex- 
cept spurious  matter,  i  r  impediments  too  obvi- 
ous to  require  my  naming  them  here,  such  as 
deranging  the  vaccine  vesicle  in  its  progress,  by 
incautiously  robbing  it  of  its  contents,  or  produc- 
ing a  new  action  by  external  violence. 


DISSECTION  OF  A  HUMAN  MONSTER. 

By  James  Murdock,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  and  Lecturer  on  Midwifery,  Edin. 

Mrs.  Grant,  Shoemakers'  Close,  Canongate, 
was  delivered  on  the  morning  of  May  7th,  1819, 
after  an  easy,  though  preternatural  labour,  in 
which  the  feet  presented.  According  to  her 
own  calculation,  labour  had  commenced  at  the 
8th  month  of  utero-gestation,  and  the  child  be- 
ing small,  little  difficulty  was  experienced,  ex- 
cept when  extracting  the  abdomen  through  the 
os  externum,  which  arose  from  that  cavity,  con- 
taining a  considerable  quantity  of  a  fluid.  The 
child  was  born  alive,  and  continued  to  live  about 
an  hour; — before  death,  the  limbs  became  of  a 
dark  purplish  hue,  and  the  breathing  was  per- 
formed by  gasps. 

EXTERNAL  APFEARANCES. 

Head, chest,  and  upper  extremities,  natural; 
lower  extremities  of  the  natural  size,  but  club- 
footed.  Ihe  abdomen  was  of  an  uncommon 
bulk,  very  soft  to  the  touch,  and  evidently  con- 


taining a  large  quantity  of  some  fluid,  which  oc 

casioned  a  considerable  flattening  when  the  child  edges,  which,  to  the  taste,  was  perfectly  insipid. 


very  strong  ligamentous  bands,  about  the  size  of 
sewing  silk.  On  laying  open  the  upper  sac,  3 
pints  of  similar  fluid  were  evacuated.  Examin- 
ing now  more  attentively  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  lower  sac,  slight  fluctuation  could  be  dis- 
cerned ;  on  cutting  through  which,  a  third  sac 
was  laid  open,  containing  a  small  quantity  of  a 
flnid  like  the  former,  extending  from  the  lower 
edge  of  the  insertion  of  the  umbilical  cord  down- 
wards towards  the  hypogastric  region,  and  then 
slightly  upwards  and  outwards,  towards  the  up- 
per part  of  the  iliac  region.  At  the  termination 
of  this  sac,  and  communicating  with  it  by  an 
opening  capable  of  admitting  a  probe,  was  found 
a  fourth  sac,  considerably  smaller  than  any  of 
the  others,  filled  with  the  same  kind  of  fluid. 

The  stomach  was  found  to  be  of  the  ordinary 
size,  but,  from  a  contraction  near  the  pjdoric  ex- 
tremity, presented  an  appearance  of  being  a  dou- 
ble stomach.  This  organ  was  perfectly  natural 
at  the  cardiac  extremity,  but  completely  imper- 
vious at  the  pyloric.  The  intestines  throughout 
were  of  a  diameter  equal  to  that  of  a  goose-quill. 
The  upper  extremity  of  the  duodenum  was  con- 
nected to  the  posterior  surface  of  the  smallersac 
of  the  stomach,  by  the  cellular  membrane  only, 
hut  perfectly  impervious,  and  having  no  commu- 
nication whatever  with  that  organ.  Downwards, 
their  termination  was  found  to  be  in  a  cul  d'e  sac 
in  the  lower  and  left  side  of  the  umbilical  region. 
They  were  of  the  usual  length,  and  when  cut 
into,  contained,  throughout  their  whole  extent, 
a  tough  greyish  substance,  having  the  consist- 
ence of  coagulated  lymph. 

The  liver,  not  exceeding  one  fourth  of  the  or- 
dinary size,  presented  a  natural  appearance,  but 
adhered  partially  to  the  stomach.  When  cut 
into,  a  little  moisture  exuded  from  the    divided 


was  laid  on  its  back.  On  a  slight  examination, 
it  appeared  to  be  contained  in  two  or  more  sacs, 
the  larger  occupying  the  epigastric,  umbilical, 
and  lumbar  regions  ;  the  lesser,  the  hypogastric 
chiefly,  which,  from  its  flatness  and  depending 
position,  covered  the  symphysis  pubis,  stretch- 
ing as  far  down  as  the  middle  of  the  thighs. — 
There  was  no  vestige  of  an  anus,  or  of  external 
organs  of  generation.  The  umbilical  cord,  con- 
sisting of  one  artery  and  one  vein  only,  was  in- 
serted into  the  parietes  of  the  abdomeu,  nearer 
the  scorbiculus  cordis  than  it  is  generally  found, 
(lie  vessels  entering  in  a-slanling  direction,  and 
proceeding  downwards  and  upwards  first,  and 
thea  upwards,  to  the  liver,  th.roi.gu  which  it  ap- 
peared to  be  ramified  in  the  usual  way.  From 
this  insertion,  the  root  of  the  cord  occupied  a 
greater  space  than  usual,  having  immediately 
under  it  a  small  opening,  as  if  part  of  the  abdom- 
inal parietes  had  been  wanting. 

INTERNAL  APPEARANCES. 

Having  first  laid  open  the  lower  sac,  which 
hung  over  the  symphisis  pubis,  about  a  pint  of 
yellow-coloured  .--erum  was  discharged;  the  an- 
terior walls  were  very  thin,  having  a    yellowish 

.  like  the  fhiid  itself;  the  posterior  wails  were 
very  thick,  and  possessing  a  hard  gristly  feel  ; 
both  were  connected  together  by  two  small,  but 


The  gall-bladder  was  very  small,  but  no  duct 
could  be  found,  after  a  very  minute  examination, 
communicating  with  it  either  from  the  liver  or 
intestines.  Spleen,  pancreas,  and  kidnies,  pre- 
sented a  natural  appearance.  The-bladder  and 
the  whole  of  the  internal  organs  of  generation 
were  wanting.  The  intestines,  and  part  of  the 
umbilical  cord,  are  in  my  possession. 

Edinburgh,  March  15,  1821. 


ANEURISM  OF  THE  ARTERIA  INNOMINATA. 
By  John  Writing,  M.  D.   Lynn-Regis,  Eng\ 

A  man,  ad.  40,  whose  general  health  had  been 
good,  for  three  years  previous  to  his  death,  had 
laboured  under  a  constant  difficulty  of  breathing. 
This  difficulty  was  much  increased  by  all  mus- 
cular exertions;  a*i"dT  on  walking  aeainst  the 
wind,  ascending  a  hill  or  a  flight  of  stairs,  it 
amounted  nearly  to  suffocation,  obliging  hira  sud- 
denly to  rest,  as  in  angina  pectoris.  Ordinarily, 
he  complained  of  no  pain  in  the  cbe'st,  and  ha 
could  fill  his  lungs  with  air  without  inconve- 
nience. He  was  frequently  troubled  with  a  harsh 
and  crowing  cough,  and  expectorated  much  m>!- 
cus,  which  was  sometimes  streaked  with  blood. 
To  these  symptoms  was  added  difficulty  :n  swal- 
lowing- all  solid  food. 


158 BOSTON    MEDICAL   INTELLIGENCER. 


mmmti^ta^sasmm^MaimBinemitM 


The  patient  attributed  his  ailments  to  some! 
cause  which  existed  in  his  throat,  and  pointed' 
to  the  top  of  the.  sternum  as  the  diseased  part. — 
Nothing  remarkable  had  been  observed  in  the 
pulse  until  shortly  before  his  death,  when  the 
surgeon  who  at  that  time  attended  him,  found  it 
intermittent  in  the  right  side.  The  left  was  not 
examined. 

During  the  period  in  which  he  was  the  sub- 
ject of  these  symptoms,  he  was  frequent!}'  at- 
tacked with  catarrh,  which  invariably  aggravat- 
ed his  distress.  At  these  times,  he  suffered  much 
pain  in  his  chest,  with  high  fever;  and  so  urgent 
has  been  the  dyspnoea,  that  the  strongest  muscu- 
lar efforts  were  required  for  carrying  on  respi- 
ration. After  a  i'ew  days,  these  attacks  general- 
ly terminated  with  a  copious  expectoration,  and 
he  was  restored  to  his  usual  state,  as  first  de- 
scribed. While  labouring  under  the  last  attack 
of  this  kind,  he  died  about  a  week  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  catarrhal  symptoms. 

Various  remedies  were  used,  according  as  the 
circumstances  indicated.  When  the  symptoms 
were  of  the  severer  kind,  bleeding  and  blister- 
ing gave  him  much  relief;  at  other  times,  a  com- 
pound of  aloetic  and  squill  pill,  taken  at  bed- 
time, seemed  to  promote  expectoration,  and  pre- 
serve the  healthy  action  of  the  bowels. 

The  muscles  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  were 
unusually  large  and  florid,  the  intercostal  partic- 
ularly so.  This  circumstance  may  perhaps  be 
a!  trjbutable  to  their  constant  and  powerful  em- 
ployment in  respiration.  The  heart  was  larger 
and  stronger  than  it  is  commonly  found. 

The  aneurism  was  immediately  behind  the 
upper  extremity  of  the  sternum,  and  a  little  to- 
ward the  right  side,  pressing  backward  upon  the 
trachea,  the  cartilages  of  which  seemed  to  have 
been  absorbed  at  the  part  where  the  pressure 
had  been  made.  By  this  pressure,  a  perfect 
union  had  taken  place  between  the  aneurismal 
sac  and  the  tn:chea  ;  a  smooth,  red,  oval  tumour 
appeared  within  the  tube,  of  such  a  size  that  its 
c;jlibre  was  diminished  more  than  one  half. 
March  20,  1820. 


spective  continuations,  which  were  contained  ini  every  rag  you  possess,  and  get  you  new  clothes." 


the  left  davity  of  the  thorax  ;  there  were  also  in 
the  abdomen,  the  kidnies,  covered  with  the  per- 
itoneum. 

The  rest  of  the  stomach,  the  small  intestines, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  colon,  with  the  spleen, 
pancreas,  and  great  omentum,  were  found  in  the 
left  thoracic  cavity.  The  mediastinum  was 
pressed  on  the  right  side,  so  as  to  describe  the 
arch  of  a  circle.  Equally  were  the  heart  and  left 
lung  pusbed  by  the  abdominal  viscera  to  the 
right  side  of  the  mesial  line.  The  left  lung  was 
compressed  into  little  bulk ;  and,  except  a  small 
portion  of  its  surface,  it  had  never  been  inflated  ; 
it  resembled  the  thymus  gland. 


Some  time  after  this,  the  accoucheur  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  himself  addressed  in  the  style  of 
acquaintanceship  by  a  person  whom  he  thought 
he  did  not  know.  "  Sir,  (said  the  stranger)  you 
recollect,  without  doubt,  giving  a  singular  ad- 
vice (meant  to  imply  much,)  to  a  general  prac- 
titioner on  the  subject  of  puerperal  fever  ?" — 
"  To  be  sure  1  do,  very  well." — "  That  practi- 
tioner /  am.  I  did  then  as  you  suggested,  and 
never  had  a  case  of  puerperal  fever  afterwards." 


TRANSPOSITION    OP  ABDOMINAL  VISCERA. 

By  William  Campeell,  M.  D.  Edinburgh. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  May  29'th,  1821,  Mrs 
C.  was    delivered    of  a  stout  male   infant,  well 
formed,  but  of   a   dull,  inanimate    appearance. 
It  was  always  observed  to    be    remarkably  fret- 
ful, quite  of  cerulean  colour  when    it  cried  ;    it 
retained   the  same  dull,  inanimate  aspect  during 
life.     It  sucked  well,  took    spoon-meat  readily, 
and  swallowed  with  ease.     It  was  never  seen  to 
vomit.     It    had   regular  passages    by  stool    and 
urine,  but  not  without  frequent  laxatives.     The 
stools  ware  sometimes   greenish,  but  in  general 
quite  natural.     It  slept  as  well  as  infants  usually 
do,  but   always   breathed  with    great    difficulty. 
It  throve  very  little,  and  d:-:d  on  the  2d  of  July, 
labouring  under  partial  convulsive  fits  for  twelve 
hours  previous  to  its  decease. 

An  incision  was  made  from  the  top  of  the  ster- 
num to  the  symphisis  pubis,  cutting  at  once 
through  the  abdominal  parietes ;  and  a  lateral 
one  on  each  side,  from  the  umbilicus  to  the  lum- 
bar regions.  We  found  only  the  liver  in  the  ab- 
domen, a  small  part  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of 
the  colon,  and  the  cardiac  portion  of  the  sto- 
mach— these  communicating  through  a  preter- 
natural opening  in  the  diaphragm  with  their  re- 


ABORTION,' 

Induced  by  thrusting  a  Seton-ncedle  into  the  uterus. 
"M.  Crouzit  was  called,  in  18 — ,  to  a  girl, 
who  was  pregnant,  and  labouring  under  uterine 
hemorrhage.  Various  measure  had  been  em- 
ployed without  the  desired  effect ;  at  length,  re- 
course was  had  to  the  introduction  of  a  seton- 
needle  into  the  uterus.  The  instrument  was 
thrust  in  so  far  that  it  became  impossible  to  re- 
tain the  hold  of  it,  and,  of  course,  it  could  not  be 
withdrawn.  The  imprudent  operator  quieted 
the  apprehensions  of  his  patient,  by  assuring  her 
that  it  would  come  away  with  the  fetus, — and 
disappeared.  When  M.  Crouzit  arrived,  the 
ovum  had  been  expelled,  and  appeared  about 
three  months  old,  but  the  afterbirth  was  retain- 
ed. It  was  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  sit- 
uation of  the  needle,  nor  could  the  placenta  be 
removed,  in  consequence  of  the  contraction  of 
the  neck  of  the  uterus:  on  examining  through 
the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  the  surgeon  thought 
he  could  discover  the  foreign  body.  After  two 
days,  the  secundines  came  away  without  the  nee- 
dle, and  it  seemed  probable  that,  being  intro- 
duced by  its  sharp  end,  this  instrumeat  had 
pierced  through  the  uterus  during  its  contrac- 
tion, and  successively  traversed  various  parts,  as 
it  was  not  till  11  days  after  the  event  that  the 
patient  began  to  experience  pain  in  the  groin. 
On  the  35th  day,  an  elevated  point  was  per- 
ceived in  this  situation,  and  the  pain  became 
very  acute.  On  the  79th  day,  the  instrument 
was  withdrawn  by  the  patient  herself,  from  this 
part.  It  proved  to  be  a  seton-needle, — a  stylet 
of  silver,  6  inches  (French)  in  length,  buttoned 
at  one  extremity,  and  sharp  at  the  other.  The 
wound  speedily  closed,  and  no  inconvenience 
was  experienced  from  the  occurrence  ! !" 


-      CHLORIDE  OF  LIME, 

Applied  to  counteract  putrefaction. 
MM.  Orfila,  Hennelle,  Gerdy  and  Leseceur, 
give  an  account  of  the  examination  of  the  body 
of  a  person  named  Bourcier,  which  had  been 
buried  a  month  in  the  cemetery  of  Pere  la  Chaise. 
The  exhumation  took  place  by  order  of  the  le- 
gal authorities,  in  consequence  of  a  suspicion  of 
the  person  having  died  by  poison.  On  disinter- 
ring the  body,  it  exhaled  an  infectious  odour, 
and  remained  three  hours  in  the  open  air  prevU 
ous  to  the  arrival  of  those  persons  who  were 
to  prove  its  identity ;  it  was  then  moved  into  a 
large  and  well-aired  situation.  The  odour  had 
by  this  time  become  much  more  intolerable,  and 
the  body  had  swelled  in  a  very  perceptible  man- 
ner ;  by  the  recommendation  of  M.  Labaraque,  it 
was  sprinkled  with  chloride  of  lime  dissolved  in 
water,  the  effect  of  which  was  wonderful.  Af- 
ter a  few  aspersions,  the  infectious  odour  was 
instantly  destroyed,  and  it  became  possible  to 
proceed  to  the  examination.  We  pass  over  the 
processes  of  the  examination,  and  merely  state, 
that  a  quantity  of  fluid  found  in  the  abdomen  and 
thorax  was  collected  with  a  clean  sponge,  and 
put  into  a  bottle  ;  and  the  pharynx,  stomach,  and 
the  whole  intestinal  canal,  were  taken  out,  and 
put  into  alcohol;  upon  examination,  decided 
proofs  of  the  presence  of  white  oxyde  of  arsenic 
were  found  in  the  intestines,  both  large  and 
small. — Journal  des  Sciences  Univ.  Aout. 


PUERPERAL   FEVER. 

"A  general  practitioner,  in  one  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  of  London,  applied,  in  1790, 
in  great  agony  of  mind,  to  one  of  the  lead- 
ing— indeed,  most  eminent — accoucheurs  of  the 
metropolis,  not  more  remarkable  for  his  skill 
and  long  tried  experience,  than  for  his  candour, 
friendly  disposition,  and  humanity,  for  advice  un- 
der the  following  distressing  circumstances.  He 
had  lately  attended  several  cases  of  labour,  and 
had  successively  lost  six  patients  of  puerperal 
fever.  The  poor  man  dreaded  the  very  idea  of 
another  labour,  and  was  preparing  to  quit  the 
place  in  which  he  had  long  practised.  What, 
under  such    distressing   circumstances  was  to  be 

done  ?     "  I  tell  yon  what,  Mr. ,    (says  the 

accoucheur)  go  home,  and  make   a   bonfire    of 


PHENOMENA  OF    PHYSIOLOCY. 

A  living  body  is  a  congeries  of  matter,  the 
particles  of  which,  like  many  of  those  which  are 
dead  and  inorganized,  exert  certain  mutual  ac- 
tions, by  which  they  produce  certain  results,  is- 
suing in  modifications  of  the  properties  of  con- 
geries ;  and  these  vary  according  to  external 
circumstances. 

Living  bodies  exhibit  results  wholly  different 
from  others.  The  materials  of  which  they  con- 
sist are  not  in  the  least  degree  withdrawn  from 
the  influence  of  the  mechanical  and  chymical 
laws  which  belong  to  other  matter.  New  laws 
are  superadded,  by  which  the  effects  of  these 
common  laws  are  in  the  most  important  manner 
changed.  Some  have  shown  a  wish  to  repre- 
sent the  powers  of  life  as  consisting,  not  in  the- 
superadding  of  any  new  laws  to  those  otherwise 
belonging  to  the  materials  of  the  fabric,  but  in 
the  formation  of  a  peculiar  arrangement  of  those 
laws  to  which  the  particles  of  matter,  under  all 
circumstances,  are  subjected.  For  some  such 
reason  as  this,  it  has  been  a  favourite  maxim 
with  some  theorists,  that  "  life  is  a  forced  state." 
Such  an  expression  exhibits  the  subject  in  one 
partial  attitude,  and  affords  no  leading  character 
of  the  phenomena  fitted  to  impart  precision  to 
our  views.     There    are   forces   which   support 
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life,  and  there  are  forces  which  (end  to  destroy 
it.  But  both  kinds  of  forces  are  equally  natural, 
and  operate  with  equal  freedom  and  spontaneity. 

The  great  character  which  distinguishes  the 
laws  and  powers  of  life  (as  embracing  both  the 
vegetable  and  the  animal  world)  from  those  of 
inoro-anized  matter,  is,  that  the  former  have  al- 
ways  a  separate  origin.  However  intimately 
connected  with  the  body  in  which  they  reside 
during  the  living  state,  they  are  independent  of 
any  particular  mass  of  matter.  That  congeries 
•of  phenomena  which  distinguishes  any  living  in- 
dividual, is  gradually  transferable  to  a  portion  of 
matter  wholly  different.  There  are  no  particles 
of  matter  to  which  life  is  necessarily  attached. 
The  introduction  of  vegetation  or  of  animation 
is  independent  of  all  the  other  operations  of  mat- 
ter. It  brings  into  contact  with  them  a  separate 
set  of  laws  ;  and  the  continuance  of  the  phenom- 
ena requires  to  be  kept  up  by  an  influence  ema- 
nating from  a  living  being  already  existing. 

The  origin  of  living  bodies,  or  of  that  chain 
of  impulses  on  which  the  existence  and  perpetu- 
ity of  each  species  depend,  is  to  us  unknown, 
and  leads  the  mind  more  directly  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  creation  than  any  other  feature  of  the 
world.  Even  those  who,  on  a  cursory  view  of 
inorganized  nature,  might  be  disposed  to  em- 
brace the  belief  of  the  eternity  of  the  world, 
must  become  embarrassed  when  they  attempt  to 
trace  the  origin  of  organized  bodies,  particular- 
ly when  they  find  that  the '  species  now  existing 
are  so  different  from  those  which  organic  re- 
mains found  in  the  strata  of  the  earth  show  to 
have  existed  in  some  previous  states  of  our 
globe.  This  fact  indicates  that  there  must  have 
been  a  successive  introduction  of  new  species  of 
beings,  perfectly  corresponding  to  all  the  ideas 
which  can  be  formed  of  a  series  of  creations. 

The  doctrine  which  maintains  the  existence 
of  a  distinct  living  principle  in  each  organized 
individual,  as  the  cause  of  all  the  phenomena  of 
life,  has  been  censured  by  some  as  an  unneces- 
sary hypothesis.  But  the  censure  will  lose  its 
force  when  we  consider  the  fact,  that  no  portion 
of  matter  can  become  the  seat  of  life,  without 
being  introduced  within  the  influence  of  a  train 
of  previous  living  operations,  The  living  prin- 
ciple is  essentially  different  in  the  different  spe- 
cies, as  each  commands  a  train  of  appropriate 
phenomena.  henry  dewar,  m.  d.  f.  r.  s. 


DR.  BAILLIE. 

"  Those  who  are  entering  on  medical  studies, 
cannot  be  aware  of  the  importance  of  one  man 
to  the  character  of  a  profession,  the  members  of 
which  extend  over  the  civilized  world.  You 
cannot  yet  estimate  the  thousand  chances  there 
are  against  a  man's  rise  to  the  degree  of  emi- 
nence which  Dr.  Baillie  attained  ;  nor  know  how 
slender  the  hope  of  seeing  his  place  supplied  in 
our  day. 

His  private  virtues  ensured  a  solid  reputation. 
All  wished  to  imitate  his  life — none  to  detrac! 
from  his  fame.  Every  young  physician,  who 
hoped  for  success,  sought  his  counsel ;  and  I 
have  heard  him  forcibly  represent  the  necessity 
of  a  blameless  life,  and  that,  unless  medical  rep 
utation  be  joined  with  purity  of  private  charac- 
ter, neither  could  be  great  nor  lasting. 

To  the  rising  generation  of  physicians  it  may 
be   useful    to  hold  up,  for  an   example,  his   re- 


markable simplicity  of  heart,  his  strict  and  clear 
integrity,  his  generosity,  and  that  religious  prin- 
ciple by  which  his  conduct  seemed  always  to  be 
governed,  as  well  calculated  to  secure  to  them 
the  respect  and  g-ood  will  of  their  colleagues 
and  the  profession  at  large,  and  the  high  estima- 
tion and  confidence  of  the  public.'" 


AU&CULTATION. 
Discovery  of  disorders  of  the  chest,  by  per- 
cussion, was  first  suggested  by  Avenbrugger,  a 
physician  of  Vienna,  who  published  a  work  on 
the  subject,  which  was  translated  into  French 
by  M.  Corvisart.  A  memoir  was  presented  to 
the  French  Academy,  1821,  by  M.  Laennec,  de- 
tailing the  modes  of  employing  the  suggestion. 
He  recommended  the  use  of  a  tube  with  thick 
sides,  or  a  cylinder  pierced  through  its  axis,  with 
a  narrow  aperture.  An  end  of  the  tube,  applied 
to  the  chest  of  a  person  in  good  health,  who  is 
speaking  or  singing,  the  other  end  to  the  exam- 
iner's ear,  presents  a  tremulous  noise  ;  if  an  ul- 
cer exists  in  the  lungs,  the  voice  of  the  person 
can  no  longer  be  heard,  the  whole  of  the  sound 
passing  along  the  aperture  of  the  cylinder,  to 
the  observer.  This  has  been  verified  in  various 
cases  of  pulmonary  consumption. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  KNEE-JOINT. 
These  are  very  frequent,  particularly  inflam- 
mations, fluids  in  the  capsular  ligaments,  and  pre- 
ternatural cartilaginous  substances.  The  first  are 
most  common.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  dis- 
criminate, precisely,  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
in  its  earliest  stage,  even  when  there  is  consid- 
erable lameness,  because  there  is  little  discol- 
ouration of  the  skin  ;  nor  to  detect  the  precise 
point  of  injury,  for  all  such  affections  as  often 
produce  pain  in  the  region  of  the  hip,  as  in  the 
knee.  Whenever  an  abscess  has  been  formed 
within  the  capsular  ligament,  the  inflammation  is 
more  extensive  and  severe  than  when  situated 
without  the  joint.  The  bursas  mucosae  are  fre- 
quently inflamed  ;  when  suppuration  takes  place 
in  them,  the  effects  are  nearly  as  injurious  to  use 
of  the  limb,  as  when  purulent  matter  is  in  the 
capsular  ligament.  The  knee  sometimes  be- 
comes greatly  enlarged,  apparently  from  spongi- 
ness  of  the  extremities  of  the  bones,  but,  in  fact, 
from  a  curdy,  pulpy  substance,  consequent  to 
diseased  bursa?  mucosa?.  Thorough  knowledge 
of  the  structure  of  the  joint,  is  requisite  in  per- 
sons who  prescribe  for  its  diseases,  which  gene- 
rally arise  from  external  injury. 


CARIES  OF  THE  THIGH-BONE. 
J.  Hakes,  a  boy  set.  13,  in  October,  1821,  fell 
wandering  pain  in  the  ankle,  which  occasionally 
darted  along  the  hip-joint,  but  more  generally 
was  fixed  in  the  knee.  This  gradually  increas- 
ed to  great  severity,  till  there  was  tumefaction 
on  the  outside  of  the  head  of  the  fibula.  Poul- 
tices were  applied  till  the  inflammation  subsided, 
when  the  surgeon,  by  a  small  puncture,  dis- 
charged a  pint  of  yellowish  matter,  extremely 
fetid.  A  sinus  was  discovered  by  the  probe, 
which  extended  to  the  trochanter  major,  and 
was  enlarged  by  injection  of  fluids.  The  dis- 
charge became  green,  and  another  tumour  ap- 
peared near  the  outer  and  superior  part  of  the 
vastus  externus  muscle.     The  torments  of  the 


patient,  from  the  slightest  movement,  rendered 
it  necessary  to  lay  open  the  extremely  tense 
and  thickened  fascia,  5  inches.  The  discharge 
was  nearly  as  great  as  from  the  former  orifice, 
which  last  discharge  continued,  in  less  quantity. 
The  patient  was  greatly  emaciated,  and  suffered 
severely  from  spasms,  whenever  the  limb  was 
dressed,  till  the  5th  week  from  the  second  inci- 
sion, when  portions  of  bone  became  detached,  1, 
2,  and  2^  inches  long;  then  the  discharge  lessen- 
ed ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  strictest  attention, 
purulent  fetid  matter  continually  oozes  from  the 
sinus,  though  there  is  no  appearance,  from  ex- 
amination by  a  probe,  that  the  rest  of  the  boue 
is  diseased. 


SPONTANEOUS  DISLOCATION  OF  THE  HIP. 

A  gentleman  in  the  northern  section  of  Wor- 
cester co.  was  taken  with  a  lameness  at  college, 
that  obliged  him  to  return  home.  Eight  years 
ago,  he  took  to  the  bed,  from  which  he  has 
never  been  able  to  rise  since,  without  assistance. 
Both  thighs  have  been  dislocated,  six  years: 
there  are  several  deep  seated  ulcers  on  different 
parts  of  his  body,  that  have  discharged  contiuu- 
alfy,  several  years.  He  lies  continually  on  his 
back.  Probably,  the  balls  of  the  thigh-bones 
are  absorbed,  and  the  acetabulum  of  the  right 
side  destroyed. 

A  child  died  in  Williamstown,  last  season,  in 
whom  sight  and  hearing  were  totally  destroyed 
a  long  time  before  death.  Most  of  the  bones  of 
the  body  were  absorbed,  having  scarcely  the 
shape  of  the  original  parts.  The  skull,  ribs  and 
extremities  were  perfectly  flexible. 


HEMORRHAGE  FROM  EXTRACTION  OF  A  TOOTH. 

In  1821,  the  first  molar  tooth  was  extracted 
from  R.  in  Leominster,  set.  6  ;  hemorrhage  contin- 
ued 36  hours,  till  faintness  succeeded.  Before  the 
physician  arrived,  the  child  nearly  expired  from 
loss  of  blood.  It  was  stopped  by  a  ball  of  cot- 
ton, pressed  into  the  socket  with  a  stiff  probe. 

Capt.  T.  H.  an  athletic  man,  had  the  third 
molar  tooth  of  the  upper  jaw  extracted  at  even- 
ing ;  before  morning  he  became  so  much  ex- 
hausted he  could  not  speak.  A  small  stream  of 
blood  was  thrown  with  force,  whenever  he  open- 
ed his  mouth.     It  was  stopped  as  the  other. 

There  have  been  several  fatal  instances  from 
extraction  of  a  tooth  on  the  upper  jaw,  in  con- 
sequence of  wounding  the  maxillary  artery,  by 
fracturing  the  bone.  Two  cases  are  related  by 
practitioners  in  this  vicinity,  of  women  who  bled 
to  death  from  this  operation,  in  36  hours. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  NASAL  BONES, 
While  Mr.  C.was  shooting,  in  Townsend,  1822, 
the  breech-pin  of  the  gun  was  forced  out,  carry- 
ing away  his  nasal  bones,  leaving  only  the  carti- 
laginous portion,  cutting  a  channel  through  the 
fleshy  part  of  the  cheek,  just  below  the  right 
eye,  tearing  away  the  second  branch  of  the  fifth 
pair  of  nerves,  where  it  passes  through  the  fora- 
men infra-orbitarium,  the  artery  also,  and  leav- 
ing the  bone  entirely  bare.  Dry  lint  was  applied 
till  a  surgeon  was  called,  at  the  distance  of 
17  miles.  Not  a  tea-spoonful  of  blood  was  lost 
from  the  time  of  the  injury  to  the  period  w!»en 
the  wound  was  dressed  by  him.  He  picked  out 
the  fragments  of  bone,  without  drawing  the 
parts  together  with  adhesive  straps.     By  great 
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;ion,  m  four  weeks  the  cheek  healed  com- 
pletely, leaving  only  a  small  scar.  Though  the 
shape  of  the  nose  was  nearly  restored  by  the 
method  of  dressing  the  integument,  a  tistula  was 
formed  in  the  side,  near  the  ala?,  that  discharg- 
ed matter  5  months.  The  surgeon  cut  through 
the  sinus,  into  the  cavity  of  the  uose.from  which 
a  scale  of  bone,  of  the  size  of  half  a  pea,  was 
taken,  and  the  wound  closed  completely  in  ten 
da  vs.  As  the  cure  became  more  perfect,  the 
ri^bt  eye  became  distorted,  with  obscure  vision, 
and  when  the  dressings  were  discontinued  at  the 
nose,  total  blindness  of  that  eye,  and  loss  of 
feeling  in  the  right  side  of  the  face  followed. — 
He  exhibits  scarcely  any  trace  of  the  injury,  but 
a  paralysis  has  nearly  destroyed  his    expression. 

FUNGUS  H/EMATODES. 

Mr.  M.  of  N.  H.  set.  22,  in  1814,was  struck  with 
a  chip  on  the  left  eye ;  it  immediately  became 
painful  and  inflamed.  Local  applications  over- 
came the  inflammation,  but  vision  was  destroy- 
ed, the  cornea  becoming  thick  and  opaque.  9 
months  after,  a  soft,  fleshy  substance,  not  larger 
than  a  pin's  head,  was  discovered  shooting  from 
the  union  of  the  sclerotica  and  cornea,  on  the 
riffht  side  of  the  eye-ball,  to  which  caustics 
were  applied  from  time  to  time  ;  it  re-appeared 
soon  after  each  application,  considerably  increas- 
ed. After  seven  months  it  became  as  large  as 
half  a  chesnut.  A  surgeon  daily  used  lunar 
caustic,  which  kept  the  patient  in  great  misery. 
"When  it  was  again  levelled  with  the  eye,  he 
returned  home,  greatly  enfeebled.  Eight  weeks 
after,  it  became  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  incor- 
porating the  whole  eye  with  it,  which  appeared 
to  have  burst  open,  protruding  beyond  the  eye- 
lids in  a  frightful  manner.  He  experienced  but 
little  pain,  except  while  washing  the  tumour 
with  cold  water,  which  was  his  custom. 

He  was  prevailed  upon  to  have  the  eye  ex- 
tirpated, and  travelled  60  miles  for  the  purpose. 
The  eye-lids  healed  completely  to  the  walls  of 
the  orbit,  leaving  a  smooth,  dish-like  cavity,  in 
which  a  dossil  of  cotton  was  placed,  to  defend 
the  granulations.  He  enjoyed  tolerable  health 
about  a  year,  when  the  fungus  again  protruded 
through  the  cicatrix.  In  53  days,  it  increased 
two  inches  in  diameter,  filling  the  socket,  and 
projecting  an  inch  beyond  the  orbit.  His  strength 
failing,  he  took  to  his  bed,  from  which  he  never 
arose.  In  5  months,  he  was  found  dead  in  the 
bed  at  midnight.  The  quantity  of  blood  with 
which  the  clothes  were  covered,  and  a  rupture 
oii  the  side  of  the  tumour,  guve  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  hemorrhage  was  the  cau*e  of  death. 
The  tumour  weighed  several  pounds. 


fast  Pujoosum,  in  1820,  expressed  his  determi- 
nation to  abstain  from  food  till  he  died.  He  had 
previously  fasted  from  July  26th,  to  August  •  25, 
from  which  date  he  took  a  small  quantity  of 
food,  during  four  days,  and  then  commenced  to- 
tal abstinence.  He  persevered  till  the  3d  of  Oc- 
tober, when  he  expired.  A  small  portion  of  hot 
water,  daily,  was  the  only  article  that  passed 
his  lips.  He  became  amazingly  emaciated,  but 
his  senses  remained  perfect  to  the  last  moment 
of  existence. 


A  young  man,  set,  19,  contracted  a  gonorrhosa, 
last  April;  it  subsided,  by  suitable  treatment,  in 
18  days;  soon  after,  warty  excrescences  began 
to  shoot  from  the  prepuce,  which,  notwithstand- 
standing  frequent  use  of  escharotics,  have  con- 
tinually re-appeared,  from  near  the  spot  where 
others  have  been  destroyed.  From  the  corona 
glandis,  they  are  pendulous,  half  an  inch  long, 
without  much  sensibility.  The  left  testicle  has 
gradually  become  enlarged,  knotty,  &  insensible. 
Nearly  all  the  efficacious  remedies  for  destroy- 
ing fungi,  have  been  prescribed,  without  benefit. 


when  he  found  himself  sitting  in  Howgi!l,chapel. 
He  afterwards  went  a  mile,  to  borrow  clothes, 
as  his  only  covering  was  a  night-cap  and  shirt. 


Small-pox  in  Sheep. — It  was  a  common  practice  in 
Germany,  as  late  as  the  year  1799,  to  inoculate  sheep 
with  the  small-pox.  M.  Von  Hofman  caused  the  ope- 
ration to  be  performed  on  his  whole  flock,  not  one  of 
which  died.  A  scratch  -was  made  in  the  skin  of  the 
right-hind,  leg,  3  or  4  inches  above  the  hoof,  where  a 
small  drop  of  matter  from  a  ripe  small-pox  pustule,  was 
rubbed  into  the  wound,  and  a  plaster,  one  inch  square, 
applied  over  it. 

Prof.  Beckman,  who  made  a  communication  on  this 
subject  to  the  philosophical  magazine,  says  he  does  not 
know  whether  it  secures  the  sheep  against  future  infec- 
tion. This  point  does  not  seern  to  have  been  determin- 
ed, otherwise  the  Royal  Society  of  Gottingen  would  not 
have  made  it  the  subject  of  a  prize  question. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  medical  association  of 
physicians  at  New-Haven,  of  which  Nathan  Smith,  M. 
D.  officiated  as  chairman,  a  proposition  was  made  to 
inoculate  the  city  poor,  gratuitously,  and  to  appropri- 
ate the  fees,  received  for  vaccination,  to  the  increase  of 
the  library  of  the  association. 


Twenty-six   medical  degrees  were  conferred   at   the 
medical  school,  Castleton,  at  the  close  of  the  last  term. 


Intussusception. — Dr.  A.  Bri2rham,  of  Hamp- 
shire co.  has  4  inches  of  intestine,  voided  by 
a  patient  under  his  care.  It  was  an  intus-sus- 
ception.  in  which  an  adhesion  took  place,  and 
this  part  sloughed  off.  The  patient,  a  man  of 
middle  age,  has  been  confined  a  year,  with  a 
fixed  pain  near  the  umbilical  region,  which  no 
application  has  relieved.  Though  he  has  taken 
100  drops  of  laudanum  thrice  in  a  day,  to  miti- 
gate his  extreme  sufferings,  there  has  been  a 
constant  diarrhoea. 


Voluntary  death  hi/  fasting. — A  man.  a 
in  Gujeratj  of  the  Vohr  caste,  at   their 


Bania. 
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Not  long  since,  we  examined  an  aneurism  of 
the  carotid  artery,  in  a  lady,  who  was  operated 
upon  in  N.York,  about  6  years  ago.  The  opera- 
tion was  thought  successful,  but  the  tumour  is 
two  inches  in  diameter,  pulsates  strongly,  and 
gives  presumptive  evidence  that  a  ligature  never 
was  passed  round  the  artery  ;  else,  the  tumour 
must  receive  blood  from  the  anastomosing  branch- 
es of  the  superior  and  inferior  thyroid  arteries, 
or  retrograde  blood  through  the  circle  of  Willis. 
Two  surgeons  of  eminence,  recently  consulted 
in  the  case,  rather  decline  I  an  operation. 

Aneurism  of  this  artery  is  rare,  and  demands 
complete  knowledge  of  the  intricate  anatomy  of 
the  neck,  to  warrant  the  use  of  the  knife. 


A  correspondent,  near  N.  Haven,  Conn,  informs 
us  that  "  a  regular  case  of  synochus,  and  even  of 
mild  typhus  Tnitior,  is  rare  in  this  part  of  the 
State  ;  severe  typhus  is  still  more  so.  Except 
Weathorsfield,  Berlin,  Wallingford,  Durham, 
Chatham  and  Middletown,  as  far  as  my  informa- 
tion extends,  Connectucut  has  been  very  healthy 
the  past  season.  There  have  been  a  few  cases 
of  fever  at  Es«ex,  5  miles  from  Saybrook,  the 
nearest  approach  I  have  known  irregular  fever 
make  towards  the  sea-shore.  I  was  called,  not 
long  since,  to  Lyme,  to  the  kind  of  typhus 
which  was  more  common  10  years  ago.  1  have 
heard  of  half  a  dozen  cases  of  yellow  fever  on 
the  river,  two  of  which  I  saw,  in  persons  return- 
ed from  the  southern  States.  Such  cases  are 
very  common  with  us,  and  cause  no  alarm,  nor 
particular  public  notice.  Heat  of  the  surface, 
and  febrile  smell  are  wanting  in  most  late  severe 
cases  of  irregular  and  rapid  fevers  ;  the  atmos- 
phere in  the  rooms  of  the  dying,  is  generally  ac 
free  from  apparent  taint,  as  is  the  open  air. — 
Every  state  of  the  tongue,  as  well  as  of  the  pulse, 
except  the  hard,  is  met  with,  occasionally,  in 
the  same  patient;  these  symptoms  alone,  are 
very  fallacious  signs  of  the  degree  of  danger." 


Somnambulism. — On  the  27th  of  January,  1819, 
John  Hogarth,  of  Firebank,  Eng.  arose  from  his 
bed,  asleep,  and  went  2£  miles,  before  he  awoke, 


One  case  of  small-pox  has  appeared  in  Pleasant  St. 
since  our  last  paper  went  to  press,  but  from  the  known 
vigilance  of  the  commissioners  of  health,  we  have  no 
apprehension  of  its  further  increase  in  the  city. 

From  the  great  demand  for  tine-pock  matter,  it  is 
presumed  vaccination  is  general  in  most  towns  in  this 
vicinity. 


At  this  particular  juncture,  the  republication  of  Dr. 
Jenrier's  circular,  the  great  discoverer  of  variola  vacci- 
na, cannot  fail  of  interesting'  our  medical  patrons,  from 
the  circumstance  that  it  particularizes  those  local,  as 
well  as  constitutional  affections,  that  may  modify,  or 
counteract  the  object  of  inoculation  for  kine-pock. 


The  idea  expressed  in  the  article  "  Puerperal  Fe- 
ver," that  it  may  be  propagated  from  patient  to  patient, 
in  the  clothing  of  the  physician,  merits  consideration. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  from  Jan.  I, 
1823,  to  Jan.  1,  1824,  were  1154,  of  which  183  were 
of  consumption.  In  Baltimore,  the  deaths  during  the 
same  period,  were  2108,  of  which  253  were  of  con- 
sumption. In  Charleston,  S.  C.  during  1823,  the  deaths 
were  only  814,  viz.  349  whites,  and  465  blacks,  115  be- 
ing foreigners.     Deaths  in  Philadelphia,  in  1823,  4600. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 

ENDING  FEB.  13,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Feb.  5.— Charlotte  Cloutman,  26  mo.  ;  Elizabeth  W. 

Ware,  31  ;    Patties.     8. — Stephen   Marson,    50  ; 

Pally  Noler.  ;  Ann  Sutherland  ;  Margaret  S.  White  ; 
Hannah  Granger,  44.  9. — Mary  Atwell,  29  ;  Abigail 
Sweat  ;  Robert  Parker  ;  Mary  Ann  Moriam,  20  mo. — 
10.  Charles  J.  Oxford,  3  weeks  ;  Catharine  McGinnins, 
60.  11. — Hannah  Williams,  49  ;  Ira  P.  Chambers  ; 
Lydia  Anderson,  24 ;  Rufus  Bemis,  31;  Martha  Coates, 
3  mo.  12.— Joseph  Willet,  50.  13.— Catharine  Hollo- 
ran,  4  ;  Albert  Adlington  ;  James  Larkin  ;  Michael  S. 
Nezero,  25. 

Crow/?,  2 — Consumption,  6 — Stillborn,  1 — Fits,  1 — 
Infirmity,  1 — Nervous-Fever,  1 — Quincy,  1 — Diarrhoea, 
1 — Suddenly,    1. 
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APHORISMS  OF  HIPPOCRATES. 

As  translated  from  the  Latin   version   of  Verhoofd,   by 
E.  Marks,  M.  D.  mem.  of  the  Phys.  Med.  Soc.  N.Y. 

Those  aliments  which  quickly  and  aggregate- 
ly nourish,  are  soonest  digested. 

Summer  quartans  are,  for  the  most  part,  short  ; 
those  of  autumn,  long;  especially  when  they 
manifest  themselves  at  the  commencement  of 
winter. 

We  should  distrust  apparently  favourable 
Ghanges  which  cannot  be  accounted  for;  neither 
ought  we  despair  in  those  which,  without  any 
reasonable  cause,  are  unfavourable  ;  for  most  of 
these  transactions  are  uncertain,  transient  and 
variable. 

At  the  commencement  and  termination  of  dis- 
ease, all  is  debility — at  its  height,  all  is  vigour. 
Almost  all  who  suffer  from  indisposition,  who 
have  at  first  a  good,  but  an  unprofitable  appe- 
tite, become,  in  the  end,  disgusted  with  food  ; 
those,  who  at  the  commencement  of  illness, 
loathe  their  victuals,  afterwards  regain  a  relish 
for  it,  and  re-establish  their  health  soonest. 

In  all  diseasrs,  if  the  patient  evince  a  sane 
mind,  and  bo  well  disposed  to  all  which  is  offer- 
ed, it  is  favourable  ;  the  contrary  is  unfavoura- 
ble. 

If  the  disease  be  peculiar  to  the  age,  constitu- 
tion and  habits  of  the  patient,  and  also  to  the 
season  in  which  it  occurs,  it  is  less  dangerous 
than  that  wherein  the  circumstances  are  differ- 
ent. 

In  all  diseases  in  which  the  umbilical  and  by- 
pogastr.c  regions  maintain  their  usual  plumpness, 
it  is  favourable  ;  but  if  they  become  flaccid  and 
emaciated,  it  is  otherwise  ;  the  latter  is  the  more 
dangerous  when  accompanied  with  d  arrhcea. 

They  whose  constitutions  are  healthy,  are  as 
speedily  broken  down  by  purgatives,  as  those 
who  use  an  unwholesome  diet. 

With  those  who  enjoy  bodily  health,  purga- 
tives do  not  easily  operate. 

Those  aliments  which  are  grateful,  although 
somewhat  objectionable,  are  to  be  preferred  to 
those  which  are  more  wholesome,  yet  less  grate- 
ful. 

The  aged  are,  for  the  most  part,  less  disposed 
to  fall  into  disease  than  the  young ;  but,  with 
them,  protracted  diseases  generally  prove  fatal. 
Those  who  frequently  and  suddenly,  without 
any  apparent  cause,  fall  into  asphyxia,  are  sud- 
denly taken  off. 

In  violent  fits  of  apoplexv,  relief  is  impossi- 
ble;  in  tho«e  of  a  lighter  nature,  difficult. 

Those  who  are  suffocated,  and  those  who 
have  all  the  appearances  of  dissolution,  without 
being  really  dead,  are  never  resuscitated,  when 
they  have  a  froth  surrounding  the  mouth. 

Those  who  are,  by  nature,  very  corpulent, 
expire  more  suddenly  than  those  who  have  a 
spare  habit. 

Epi!  •  in  children  is  removed  by  changes; 
especial'  vy  those  of  age,  climate  and  mode  of 
living. 

Two  painful  sensations  arising"  at  the  same 
time,  th  i  not  in  the  same  place,  the  greater 
obscurea  the  less. 


TUESDAY,    FEBRUARY  24,    1824. 

Under  formation  of  pus,  there  is  greater  pain 
than  when  suppuration  is  complete. 

Long  accustomed  and  even  vicious  habits  are 
less  hurtful,  than  those  which  are  in  themselves 
preferable,  but  to  which  we  are  unaccustomed; 
we  ought,  therefore,  gradually  to  adopt  the 
latter. 

Every    thing  which   is  judicious    being-  done 


without  success,  we  are  not,  therefore,  to  recede   tion  of  the  kidnies  or  bladder 


No.  41. 

Where  there  is  any  expectation  of  abscess  be- 
ing about  to  take  place  in  the  joints,  it  is  pre- 
vented by  a  plentiful  emission  of  urine,  of  a 
thick,  white  consistence,  such  as  is  voided  in  the 
fourth  day  of  fevers  attended  with  lassitude.  But 
:f  there  be  combined  with  this,  a  hemorrhage 
Irom  the  nose,  the  relief  is  still  more  sudden. 

A  micturition  of  blood  or   pus  denotes  uicera- 


trom  our  plan,  while  we  still  entertain  the  same 
views  as  we  did  at  first. 

Those  who  have  humid  dejection",  when 
young,  are  sooner  released  from  illness  than 
those  with  whom  they  are  arid;  old  men  do  not 
fare  so  well,  because  the  alvine  excretions  in 
age  are  generally  dry. 

Perspiration  coming  on  in  fever,  without  a  re- 
mission of  the  disorder  taking  place,  is  an  unfa- 
vourable circumstance  ;  for  in  that  case  it  de- 
notes a  too  copious  humidity  of  the  system,  and 
ibreshotvs  a  prolongation  of  the  disease. 

If  in  convulsion  or  tetanus,  fever  supervene, 
the  disease  g-oes  otf. 

When  rigors  come  on  in  ardent  fever,  they 
prove  critical. 

Severe  tertians  determine  themselves,  at  far- 
thest, in  seven  paroxysms. 

When  deafness  comes  on  in    fever,  it    is   gen- 
erally removed  by  nasal  hemorrhage  or  diarrhoea. 
Unless  fever  depart  on  an  irregular  day,  it  is 
apt  to  return. 

If,  in  fever,  jaundice  supervene  before  the  7th 
day,  it  is  unfavourable. 

Those  fevers  which  have  daily  rigors,  have 
daily  remissions. 

Jaundice  supervening,  in  fever,  on  the  sev- 
enth, nmth,  eleventh  and  fourteenth  day — is  un- 
favourable :  but  if  the  right  hypochondrium  be 
indurated,  it  is  not  so. 

If,  in  fever,  a  violent  heat  arise  about  the  sto- 
mach and  upper  orifice  of  the  stomach,  it  is  un- 
favourable. 

Convulsions  and  violent  pains  of  the  viscera, 
in  acute  fever,  are  unfavourable. 

If,  in  fever,  the  sleep  he  disturbed  by  convul- 
sion or  terror,  it  denotes  danger. 

An  interrupted  respiration  in  fever  is  unfa- 
vourable— it  precedes  convulsion. 

When,  with  existing    fever,  a    thick,  grumy,  i 
scanty  urine,  is  followed  by  a  thin    and    copious 
discharge — it  is  beneficial ;  but  it  is  the  more  so, 
when,  at  the  commencement  of  disease,  or  a  lit- 
tle time  after,  the  urine  deposits  a  sediment. 

When,  in  fever,  the  urine  has  a  turbid  ap- 
pearance, such  as  is  wont  to  take  place  in  la- 
bouring animals,  it  denotes  either  present,  or  ap- 
proaching pains  of  the  head. 

When  the  disease  determines  itself  on  the  7th 
day,  the  urine  contains  a  red  nebulous  matter, 
and  assumes  other  characteristic  appearances. 

When  the  urine  assumes  a  white  pellucid  ap- 
pearance, it  is  unfavourable,  for  such  is  a  distin- 
guished character  of  phrenitis. 

When  distension  of  the  hypochondria,  attend- 
ed with  borborygmus,  takes  place,  if  pain'of  the 
loins  supervene,  diarrhoea  follows  ;  unless  there 
be  a  discharge  of  wind,  or  copious  issue  of  urine. 


When  a  thick  urine  is  voided  with  small  car- 
uncles, resembling  short  pieces  of  hair,  the  ex- 
cretion proceeds  from  the  kidneys. 

A  micturition  of  thick  urine,  together  with  a 
furfuraceous  matter,  shows  an  ulceration  of  the 
bladder. 

A  spontaneous  micturition  of  blood,  shows  the 
rupture  of  a  renal  vein. 

A  sandy  deposit  in  the  urine,  proceeds  from  a 
calculus  in  the  bladder. 

If  a  micturition  of  blood  and  grumous  matter, 
be  connected  with  strangury  and  pain  in  the  hy- 
pogastrium  and  perineum,  it  indicates  an  affec- 
tion about  the  bladder. 

If  there  be  a  micturition  of  blood,  pus  and 
squamae,  accompanied  with  a  disagreeable  odour, 
it  denotes  an  ulceration  of  the  bladder. 

If  a  tubercle,  arising  in  the  urethra,  suppurate 
and  break,  the  disorder  ceases. 

A  copious  emission  of  urine,  during  the  night, 
is  indicative  of  a  less  copiuos  alvine  dejection. 


SEPARATION   OF  A  PORTION    OF    THE    UTERUS 
DURING  SEVERE  LABOUR. 
By  P.  N.  Scott,  Esa.  Surgeon  of  Norwich,  Eng. 
Oct.  29th,  1820,  Mrs.  Hall,  set.  36,  of  a  thin, 
delicate    habit,  was  in  labour  of  her  first  child. 
Labour  commenced  at  6,  P.  M.     The  liquor  am- 
nii,  the  nurse  said,  escaped  some  hours  previous, 
but  little  progress  had    been   made  towards  de- 
livery.    The  sufferings  of  the  patient  were  ex- 
treme ;    the  os  uteri  was  tense  and  rigid,  not  di- 
lated   to    more  than  the  size  of  a    half  crown- 
piece  ;    it  wis  thick  and    unyielding,  at  a   small 
portion  of  its  extent,  of  a  spongy  texture. 

Oct.  30,  11,  A.  M.  she  had  passed   a   restless 
night,  with  most  violent  and  constant  pains,  con- 
tinually exclaiming,  she  should  burst.     She  ap- 
peared rapidly  sinking.     She  with  difficulty  told 
me,  that  about  two  hours  before,  during  a  most 
severe  pain,  she  felt  something  snap,  and  to  use  i 
her    own    words,  "  The    web    of  her  body  had 
given  way;"   the  noise  of  which,  one  of  the  at- 
tendants declared  she  heard;  the  pains  had  then 
suddenly    ceased,    with    very   considerable    dis- 
charge   of  blood,    fainting,   cold    sweats,  feeble 
pulse,  and  vomiting  of  brownish  fluid.     Among 
the  coagula,  1    discovered  a   substance,  which   I 
put  asi  le  for  future  examination.      I   found   the 
head  of  the   child  so  low  as  to  enable  me  to  ac- 
complish delivery  speedily  with  the  vectis.   The 
chilli  was   living,  and  the  placenta  was  expelled 
without  any  difficulty. 

Oct.  21st,  her  abdomen  was  swelled  to  an  ex- 
traordinary degree,  much  larger  than  previous 
to  her  delivery,  and  for  ten  days  it  remained 
very    tense  and   tender,  the   pulse   exceedingly- 
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fee  b  k 
drew  off  three  or  four  pints  of  urme,  very  fetid  I  profuse  discharge  of  thin  acrid  matter.     A?  soon 


md  tongue  furred.     Ijmation    supervened,  which    was    followed    by  a  I  signs  OF  PUBERTY 


and  acrimonious,  and  had  occasion  to  repeat  this 
operation  three  or  four  times  in  as  many  days. 
in  a  week,  the  bowels  required  large  doses  of 


as  the  inflammatory  action  had  subsided,  the  dis- 


calome 


',  Epsom 


salts,  senna,  &x.  to  relieve  them. 
For  a  month,  the  patient  was  feverish,  exces- 
sively weak  and  languid.  During  this  time,  sev- 
eral large  coagula  were  expelled,  and  the  body 
regained  its  natural  size.  She  was  much  ema- 
ciated. Her  health  is  now  much  re-established, 
but  she  has  always  suffered  considerable  incon- 
venience from  a  slight  prolapsus  uteri,  which 
still  continues.  There  is  very  considerable  ten- 
derness in  the  pudenda,  and  at  the  last  examina- 
tion per  vaginam,  about  three  weeks  after  de- 
livery, I  found  a  continuous  cavity,  without  any 
distinction  between  vagina  and  uterus. 

The  catamenia  appeared  about  January  sev- 
enth,'and  continued  in  very  small  quantity  for 
two  days.  The  child  is  in  good  health,  and  the 
mother  has  plentiful  milk. 

The  substance  before  alluded  to,  I  transmit 
to  the  Med.  and  Chirurg.  Society  for  inspection. 
It  was  particularly  emamined  by  Drs.  Rigby, 
Wright,  Yelloly,  Reeve,  and  Evans  ;  b}'  Messrs. 
Martineau,  Bond,  Robinson,  Cross,  Carter,  Rand, 
Browne,  Hull,  and  most,  if  not  all,  the  other  med- 
ical gentlemen  of  the  city,  who  all  agreed  with 
me  in  considering  it  a  portion  of  the  uterus,  con- 
taining the  os  uteri  and  an  irregular  part  of  the 
cervix  surrounding  it. 

It  was  likewise  seen  by  Drs.  Merriman  and 
Gcoch,  Mr.  Charles  Bell,  and  many  other  physi- 
cians and  surgeons,  who  formed  a  similar  opin- 
ion upon  the  subject,  without  having  been  pre- 
viously told  what  ours  was. 


by  occasionally  smearing 


charge  was    kept 

the  seton  with  sabine  ointment 

A  considerable  reduction  of  the  tumour  hav- 
ing taken  place  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  seton,  Dec.  5,  the  siik  was  withdrawn, 
and  a  fresh  portion  introduced  from  the  lower 
part  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  gland,  obliquely  up- 
wards. The  discharge  continued,  with  gradual 
diminution  of  this  part  of  the  tumour  also.  Dur- 
ing the  severe  and  inclement  weather  experi- 
enced in  the  following  February,  the  woman  was 
attacked  with  fever,  and  on  removing  the  dress- 
ings about  that  period,  the  seton  was  found  to 
have  escaped  ;  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to 
replace  it,  as  the  discharge  and  gradual  reduc- 
tion of  the  tumour  continued  to  proceed  most  fa- 
vourably. 

Healthy  pus,  however,  continued  to  exude 
slightly  from  the  apertures  caused  by  the  setons, 
for  nearly  a  year  from  the  operation.  The  dis- 
ease is  now  scarcely  perceptible.  The  patient 
is  perfectly  well,  and  the  skin  which  covered 
the  tumour  of  its  natural  colour. 


CASE  OF  BRONCHOCELE. 
By  A.  C.  Hutchison,  Esa.     London,  Nov.  14,  1820. 

Sept.  21st,  1319,  Sarah  Ellis,  ast.  53,  a  native 
of  Ireland,  residing  at  No.  2,  Marlboro'-Square, 
applied  to  me  with  a  bronchocele,  about  the  size 
of  a  large  orange,  of  a  firm  and  hard  structure, 
extending  more  to  the  left  than  the  right  side  of 
the  neck,  that  lobe  of  the  thyroid  gland  being 
most  enlarged;  the  disease  occasioned  pain  and 
uneasiness  in  the  left  ear  and  the  adjoining  parts 
of  the  face  ;  respiration  and  deglution  continued 
free. 

Thirteen  years  previously,  she  gave  birth  to 
a  child,  and  some  few  days  after,  she  was  ex- 
posed to  a  cold  wind,  directly  on  the  neck  and 
throat,  which,  to  use  her  own  expression,  seem- 
ed to  shoot  through  the  parts.  Immediately  af- 
ter, she  was  seized  with  fever,  which  lasted  on- 
ly a  few  days,  and  on  her  recovery  from  the  fe- 
brile attack,  she  discovered,  for  the  first  time, 
enlargement  of  the  thyroid  giand. 

On  the  day  she  presented  herself  at  the  Dis- 
pensary, I  passed  a  long  and  narrow  seton-nee- 
dle,  armed  with  half  a  skein  of  silk  thread,  ob- 
liquely through  the  substance  of  the  gland,  from 
the  left  lobe  upwards,  leaving  nearly  two  inches 
between  the  entrance  and  escape  of  the  instru- 
ment. The  superior  and  inferior  thyroid  arte- 
ries running  deep  in  the  gland,  close  to  the  tra- 
chea, their  principal  trunks  were  avoided  by 
pushing  the  trachea  backwards  upon  the  oeso- 
phagus during  the  introduction  of  the  needle.  A 
few  days  after  this,  a  slight  erysipelatous  inflam- 


MALFORMATION  OF  THE  HEART. 

By   G.  Gregory,    M.    D.     Senior   Physician    to    St. 
George's  and  St.  James1  Dispensary,  Westminster. 

P.  Dornier,  set.  18,  died  in  the  Hospital  of  St. 
Peter,  at  Bruxelles,  June  23,  1817,  and  his  body 
was  examined  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  in 
presence  of  Dr.  Caroly,  M.  Lauthier,  myself,  and 
many  of  the  pupils  of  the  hospital. 

The  lungs  were  found  adhering  every  where 
very  firmly  to  to  the  pleura  of  the  ribs  and  per- 
icardium. Tubercles  and  vomica?  were  scatter- 
ed through  them.  The  pericardium  contained 
4  oz.  of  serum.  The  heart  was  very  firm,  and 
of  a  natural  size.  The  aorta  and  pulmonary  ar- 
tery arose  from  the  right  ventricle.  The  sep- 
tum of  the  ventricles,  at  its  base,  was  want- 
ing for  an  extent  somewhat  larger  than  the  di- 
ameter of  the  aorta.  The  pulmonary  artery 
was  surrounded  by  some  cartilaginous-hke  fibres, 
between  which  and  the  semilunar  valve,  was  a 
small  sac.  The  opening  in  the  septum  corres- 
ponded so  exactly  with  the  situation  of  the  aorta 
at  its  origin,  that  the  contractions  of  the  left  ven- 
tricle must  have  propelled  its  blood  almost  en- 
tirely into  that  vessel,  while  the  blood  of  the 
right  ventricle  might  have  been  divided  equally 
between  the  two  great  arteries.  So  free  was 
the  communication  of  the  ventricles  with  each 
other,  that  in  the  diastole  of  the  heart,  it  is  pre- 
sumable the  venous  and  arterial  blood  were  ul- 
timately mixed. 

This  man  had  been  from  birth  of  a  blue  col- 
our. At  times,  he  appeared  almost  black.  His 
breathing  was  always  short,  and  he  could  never 
walk  far  without  support.  For  the  last  six  years, 
he  had  been  occasionally  a  patient  al  one  or 
other  of  the  city-hospitals.  When  I  first  saw 
him,  about  a  week  before  his  death,  he  wa?  spit- 
ting purulent  matter,  after  haemoptysis,  and  evi- 
dently in  the  last  stage  of  consumption.  The 
pulse  was  quick,  but  regular;  the  motion  of  the 
heart,  however,  was  very  peculiar.  He  was  al- 
ways thin  and  infirm,  but  had  grown  to  an  aver- 
age height. 


IN  A  CHILD    JET.  3  YEARS. 

By  G.  Breschet,  M.  D.  Superintendent  of  the  Anat- 
omical Department  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in 
Paris.     December,  1820. 

James  A.  Gavin,  was  born  at  Montmorillon, 
Oct.  20th,  1817,  of  healthy  and  well-formed  pa- 
rents. His  father  was  29,  his  mother  27  years 
of  age  as  the  time  of  his  birth.  He  now  weighs 
50  pounds  (Avoirdupois,)  and  is  3  feet,  6f  inches 
(English)  in  height.  The  penis  measured  in 
length,  from  the  pubis  to  the  extremity  of  the 
glans,  nearly  4  inches  when  flaccid,  and  5|  inches 
when  erect..  The  circumference  of  the  glans  in 
the  former  condition  was  3|  inches ;  in  the  lat- 
ter, 3|  inches.  All  the  functions  appear  to  be 
in  a  healthy  and  vigorous  state.  A  spermatic 
odour  exhales  from  his  body,  and  stains,  like  se- 
men, are  occasionally  observed  on  his  linen.  His 
gait  is  free  from  the  vaccillation  which  charac- 
terizes that  of  children  of  his  age  ;  his  muscles 
are  more  developed,  and  more  vigorous.  He  is 
intrepid,  conscious  of  his  power,  disdaining  to 
engage  with  children  of  his  years,  and  placing 
his  chiet  delight  in  contests  of  strength  with 
those  with  whom  he  is  a  more  equal  match. — 
His  voice  is  sonorous,  and  corresponding  in  its 
tone  to  that  of  a  youth  of  1G  or  18  years  of  age, 
and  has  the  character  of  puberty.  His  style  of 
expression  is  laconic,' abrupt,  and  often  impera- 
tive. His  intellect  does  not  appear  to  have 
made  a  progress  at  all  corresponding  to  that  of 
the  genital  system  ;  though  his  memory  is  good, 
his  judgment  is  not  superior  to  what  might  be 
expected  from  his  age  and  the  education  he  has 
received,  and  his  imagination  is  not  peculiarly 
vivid. 

The  testicles  are  not  enlarged  in  the  same  de- 
gree as  the  penis.  The  prepuce  is  voluminous, 
and  is  accmulated  behind  the  glans.  The  sexual 
instinct  has  manifested  itself  by  the  frequent 
erection  of  this  organ,  on  occasions  calculated  to 
excite  it ;  it  has  not,  however,  led  to  the  prac- 
tice of  onanism.  The  teeth  made  their  appear- 
ance unusually  early. 


WOUND  OF  THE  THORAX. 

An  officer  of  the  Navy,  during  the  last  war, 
in  a  duel,  received  the  ball  of  a  rifle-pistol  be- 
tween the  ribs  on  the  right  breast,  which  pass- 
ed through  the  lungs,  and  came  out  under  the 
inferior  edge  of  the  scapula.  After  a  few  weeks' 
confinement,  thinking  a  change  of  climate  might 
be  beneficial,  he  went  in  a  public  vessel,  on  a 
cruise  to  South  America.  He  had  not  long  been 
on  board,  before  an  ulcer  formed  near  the  spot 
where  the  bail  came  out,  which  continued  dis- 
charging nine  months,  during  which  time  he 
gradually  wasted  away,  like  one  in  a  pulmonary 
consumption,  with  an  unremitting  cough,  and 
died  before  the  vessel  came  into  port. 

The  surgeon,  on  examination  of  the  thorax, 
found  no  vestige  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs, 
except  a  kind  of  cartilaginous  knob  at  the  top  of 
the  chest,  round  the  wide  ligament  of  the  lungs. 
By  further  examination,  the  patch  which  cover- 
ed the  ball,  was  found  on  the  lateral  part  of  the 
diaphragm,  unchanged,  still  retaining  an  oily 
feeling.  A  thick  mucus  had  formed  round  it, 
that  seemed  to  confine  it  to  one  place  ;  the  dia- 
phragm was  partially  thickened,  and  highly  in- 
flamed :  the  pleura  partook  of  the  same  morbid 
appearances  as  other  parts  of  the  cavity. 
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SIMULATED  DEATH. 

At  Hammersmith,  near  London,  Harriet  Smith, 
a  young  woman  who  served  as  house-maid  in  the 
family  of  Robt.  Emerson,  Esq.  of  Oxford-street, 
bad,  about  three  years  ago,  been  thrown  from 
the  lop  of  a  stage-coach,  and  received  many  se- 
vere contusions,  internal  and  externa!,  which  se- 
riously affected  her  strength,  and  brought  on  a 
gradual  decay.  Being  incapable  of  performing 
her  customary  business,  she  relinquished  her  sit- 
uation, and  obtained  an  asylum  beneath  the  roof 
of  a  female  relative  at  Hammersmith.  Here, 
notwithstanding  her  total  cessation  from  labour, 
her  complaint  still  advanced  ;  she  every  day 
grew  weaker,  and  was  frequently  subject  to  long 
faintings.  Every  aid  that  eminent  professional 
advice  could  afford,  was  rendered  her,  with  a 
constant  supply  of  such  necessaries  and  comforts 
as  her  helpless  situation  demanded. 

On  Thursday  week  she  had  been  taken  out 
for  an  airing,  and  returned  home  with  renewed 
strength,  in  rather  better  spirits  than  usual.  Af- 
ter taking  some  refreshments,  she  complained  of 
excessive  inclination  to;sleep,  and  was  therefore 
placed  in  bed  between  six  and  seven  in  the  af- 
ternoon. In  apparent  enjoyment  of  profound 
repose,  she  remained  until  a  very  far  advanced 
hour  tbe  following  day,  when  on  attempting  to 
arouse  her,  she  was  found  to  be  quite  cold;  her 
lips  were  colourless,  her  eyes  glazed  ;  all  pulsa- 
tion had  ceased;  every  thing  bore  testimony  to 
the  power  of  death.  The  corpse  was  attired  in 
grave  clothes,  and  laid  on  a  bed,  where  it  re- 
mained from  Friday  noon  till  Saturday  morning, 
the  afternoon  of  which  day  was  fixed  for  inter- 
ment. On  the  removal  of  the  body  from  the 
bed  to  the  coffin,  one  of  the  persons  engaged, 
placed  her  hand  on  the  bosom,  and  fancying  its 
touch  imparted  a  sensation  more  warm  than  the 
feel  of  a  corpse,  she  expressed  her  opinion  to 
those  who  were  assisting  ;  a  closer  examination 
convinced  them  that  they  were  about  to  commit 
to  the  grave  a  living  subject.  The  cheeks  and 
lips  were  still  livid  and  colourless;  the  eye  ex- 
hibited no  sensation  of  vision,  but  the  vital  prin- 
ciple reigned  about  the  heart,  and  on  the  appli- 
cation of  a  glass,  breathing  was  perceptible. — 
About  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  throbbing  of  the 
heart  became  audible,  the  cheeks  and  lips  par- 
tially regained  their  crimson,  respiration  return- 
ed with  ease  and  vigour,  and  in  a  few  moments 
all  the  animal  powers  assumed  their  functions. 
She  has  improved  in  health  and  spirits  every 
day  since. 

PROPENSITY  TO  EAT  HUMAN  FLESH. 

The  following  relation  was  given  by  J.  De 
Lonreiro,  an  eminent  Portuguese  naturalist,  to 
Dr.  G.  H.  Langsdorf,  formerly  physician  to  Prince 
Christian,  of  Waldbeck. 

During  a  dreadful  famine  in  India,  which  de- 
stroyed more  than  a  hundred  thousand  people, 
filling  the  roads  and  streets  with  dead  bodies, 
the  living  not  having  strength  to  inter  them,  I 
saw  several  people  who  preserved  their  lives, 
disgusting  as  it  appeared,  by  feeding  on  human 
flesh,  which  some  of  them  found  so  delicious, 
that  when  the  famine  was  at  aa  end,  they  re- 
tained such  an  irresistible  propensity,  still  to 
continue  eating  it,  that  they  laid  in  wait  for  the 
living,  in  order  to  devour  them.  A  mountaineer 
concealed  himself  in  a  forest  near  the  high  way, 


where  he  used  to  cast  a  rope,  at  the  end  of 
which  was  a  noose,  over  the  heads  of  passengers, 
whom  he  afterwards* cut  in  pieces,  to  gratify  his 
horrid  appetite.  After  having  murdered  a  great 
number  of  persons,  with  no  other  object  than  to 
eat  their  flesh,  be  was  taken  and  executed. — At 
the  same  period,  owing  to  the  same  cause,  a  cer- 
tain woman  was  accustomed  to  search  the  streets 
at  evening,  to  catch  children  straying- from  home. 
On  the  day  she  was  taken,  salted  human  flesh 
was  found  in  her  room,  and  my  servant,  an  eye- 
witness on  the  occasion,  saw  a  girl,  aet.  5  years, 
whom  she  had  just  caught,  nearly  expiring,  roll- 
ed up  in  a  mat,  where  her  victims  were  smoth- 
ered ; — the  child  was  resuscitated. 

There  is  a  law  in  Cochin  China,  that  all  reb- 
els, when  convicted,  shall  be  executed,  and  "  their 
flesh  eaten  by  the  king's  loyal  subjects."  While 
I  resided  in  that  country,  several  such  execu- 
tions took  place ;  the  men  were  beheaded,  and 
the  women  stabbed  through  the  breast  with  a 
long  knife.  The  soldiers  flocked  round  the  still 
bleeding  bodies,  from  which  they  cut  off  large 
slices  of  flesh,  which  they  dipped  in  lemon-juice, 
and  swallowed  with  a  gluttonish  relish. — A  no- 
torious rebel,  whose  name  was  Nhae,  had  car- 
ried off  some  of  his  majesty's  particular  friends; 
his  liver  was  torn  out  and  eaten  by  the  guards, 
before  any  other  part  was  mangled,  to  testify 
their  detestation  of  his  person  and  character. 


and  want  of  decision  on  the  other;  the  mind  of 
the  practitioner  will  be  divided  by  the  multiplic- 
ity and  variety  of  reputed  remedies,  instead  of 
looking  with  a  steady  eye  on  the  morbid  action, 
and  the  means  of  controlling  it,  or  bringing  it  to 
its  natural  termination  without  injury  to  the 
economy." 


good's  "study  of  medicine." 
"  Of  all  the  plans  by  which  tbe  adept  may  ini- 
tiate the  neophyte,  the  best  are  the  synthetic 
and  analytic.  The  first  is  best  suited  to  a  sci- 
ence, or  department  of  science,  the  facts  of 
which  are  well  authenticated,  and  the  principles 
of  which  have  been  proved.  The  second  is 
more  adapted  for  communicating  knowledge, 
which  has  not  yet  risen  to  the  rank  of  system, 
or  attained  stability.  In  this  the  professor  puts 
bimseif  on  a  level  with  the  pupil,  and  submits 
with  equal  impartiality  to  his  own  faculties  and 
those  of  his  disciple,  the  facts  from  which  the 
principles  are  expected  to  flow. 

There  is  no  science  about  the  mode  of  com- 
municating which,  it  will  be  so  difficult  to  deliv- 
er a  decided  opinion  as  that  of  medicine.  The 
principles  are  not  always  so  firmly  established 
as  to  warrant  a  synthetic  arrangement ;  the  facts 
are  often  uncertain,  contradictory,  or  encompass- 
ed with  various  sources  of  error;  and,  as  much 
depends  on  the  capacity  or  fidelity  of  individual 
observers  in  a  science  too  extensive  to  be  culti- 
vated successfully  by  a  single  class  of  inquirers, 
improvement  and  discovery  are  often  pregnant 
with  discrepancy  and  confusion.  The  science 
of  medicine  is  also  complex  and  multiform,  and 
consists  of  materials  derived  from  a  greater  num- 
ber of  sources  than  any  other. 

The  extensive  reading  and  accurate  learning 
of  the  author  of  the  "  Study  of  Medicine,"  Dr. 
Good,  are  employed  almost  entirely  in  the  his- 
tory of  all  the  means  that  have  ever  been  tried 
in  relieving  human  suffering;  and,  instead  of  a 
rational  and  systematic  view  of  the  means  likely 
to  do  good,  the  mind  of  the  reader  is  lost  in  the 
endless  and  bewildering  variety  of  agents  which 
have,  each  in  their  turn,  nearly  equal  claims  on 
his  confidence.  The  worst  effect  which  this  sys- 
tem of  therapeutic  instruction  is  calculated  to 
produce,  is  that  of  empiricism  on  the  one  hand, 
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Scarcely  two  years  have  elapsed  since  this 
school  had  a  being  ;  by  the  persevering  efforts 
of  its  founders,  without  funds,  or  even  the  appa- 
ratus which  so  materially  facilitate  and  give 
eclat  to  a  course  of  public  instructions  of  this 
character,  they  commenced  the  first  term  of  lec- 
tures in  the  autumn  of  1822,  with  only  twenty- 
five  students. 

A  building  was  obtained,  by  private  sub- 
scriptions, that  combines  external  beauty  with 
internal  convenience  :  commodious  rooms  for 
the  scholars,  a  library  and  anatomical  muse- 
um, and  apartments  for  the  steward,  have  been 
fitted  up,  with  particular  reference  to  the  per- 
sonal accommodation  of  the  occupants. 

During  the  late  lecture  term,  the  increase  of 
students  was  beyond  the  expectation  of  its  mo*t 
sanguine  friends,  which  rendered  it  expedient  to 
convert  another  building  into  a  temporary  lec- 
ture house. — A  charier  was  granted  one  year 
since  :  the  trustees  of  Williams  College  are 
authorised  to  confer  medical  degrees  on  those 
who  have  sustained  a  reputable  examination  be- 
fore the  medical  faculty. 

There  are  three  terms  for  private  study,  and 
one  for  lectures,  in  the  year.  The  resident  pro- 
fessors hear  recitations  twice  a  day,  till  Septem- 
ber, when  the  annual  course  of  lectures  com- 
mences, under  the  management  of  seven  pro- 
fessors, embracing  all  the  collateral  branches  of 
medicine  and  surgery.  Medical  students  have, 
when  necessary,  free  access  to  the  anatomical 
museum. 


Dr.  Mc  Keever,  of  Dublin^  who  went  to  Hud- 
son's Bay,  in  1812,  as  medical  attendant  to  the 
Earl  of  Selkirk's  colon}',  relates  the  following 
observations. 

I  have  never  seen  the  Esquimaux  exceed  5 
feet,  except  one  individual  of  5  ft.  and  4  inches. 
Their  faces  are  broad,  rounder  than  the  Euro- 
pean features:  their  cheek-bones  are  high, 
mouth  large,  and  lips  slightly  everted  ;  the  space 
between  the  eyes  is  flat  and  broad  ;  nose  small, 
but  not  entirely  flat ;  their  eyes  deeply  black,  a 
few  of  chesnut-colour,  appearing  very  small,  the 
eyelids  being  very  fat;  the  head  is  large,  the 
hair  uniformly  long,  lank  and  perfectly  black ; 
the  ears  are  far  back,  and  moveable ;  their 
bodies  large,  square,  chest  high,  and  shoulders 
broad  ;  hands  and  feet  remarkably  small,  as  in 
the  Chinese,  Kamtschatkians,  New-Hollanders, 
Peruvians  and  Hottentots  :  both  extremities  ap- 
pear to  taper  downwards,  like  a  wedge.  They 
are  of  a  deep  tawny,  or  copper-coloured  com- 
plexion. Custom  obliges  the  males  to  pluck  out 
their  beard  by  the  roots.  1  did  not  remark 
the  difference  of  voice  in  the  young  and  old, 
so  remarkable  in  Europe ;  males,  females, 
young  and  old,  all  had  the  same  low  toned,  hus- 
ky, whispering  voice.  Several  of  them  had  bags 
of  blubber,  mixed  with  half-putrid,  half-frozen 
flesh,  for  food,  which  they  offered  for  sale,  and 
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appeared  much  surprised  that  they  found  no  pur- 
chasers. Being  anxious  to  examine  this  food,  I 
bought  a  sack  ;  on  opening-  it,  such  a  stench  pro- 
ceeded from  its  contents,  that  1  cheerfully  re- 
stored it  to  its  orig-ina!  owner,  who  immediately, 
from  the  open  extremit}',  took  a  hearty  drink, 
and  then  laid  it  carefully  away.  I  saw  an  infant 
rather  troublesome  to  ils  mother  by  its  continual 
cries;  she  forced  some  blubber  down  its  throat, 
which  scon  put  the  child  into  a  quiet  slumber. — 
The  mamma;  of  the  women  are  exceedingly  long, 
but  not  sufficiently  so  to  be  thrown  over  the 
shoulder.  Ihey  were  highly  delighted  with 
dancing*,  which  they  imitated  very  closely.  We 
gave  a  fork  to  a  young  man  to  eat  with,  while 
we  were  dining;  instead  of  introducing  it  into 
his  mouth,  it  invariably  stuck  into  his  cheek, 
while  his  hand  went  to  the  mouth. 


left  fore-arm,  in  a  person  of  middle  age.  The 
strength  of  the  arm  is  considerably  diminished, 
and  the  rnuscies  lessened  in  volume.  It  was 
fractured  at  sea,  two  years  ago,  on  board  of  a 
merchant  vessel,  in  which  there  was  no  surgeon, 
and  from  the  rude  manner  of  dressing  it,  and 
his  labouring  in  a  long  continued  gale,  before 
union  of  the  fractured  extremities  was  complete, 
is  attributed  the  present  misfortune. 


Mr.  John  Innes  was  born  at  Collart,  an  ob- 
scure village  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  He 
came  to  Edinburgh  at  an  early  period  of  life, 
where  he  obtained  the  patronage  of  Dr.  Alexan- 
der Monro,  professor  of  Anatomy.  At  the  age 
ot  eighteen,  Dr.  M.  appointed  him  dissector  to 
the  Anatomical  Theatre.  The  functions  of  this 
important  and  difficult  office  he  performed  with 
much  reputation  near  20  years.  He  described 
the  various  organs  with  ease  and  with  perspicu- 
ity. At  the  solicitation  of  the  students,  and  by 
the  approbation  of  Dr.  Monro,  he  opened  an 
evening-course  of  anatomical  demonstrations. — 
The  number  of  pupils  who  annually  attended 
these  demonstrations,  afforded  the  best  evidence 
of  the  advantages  derived  from  his  labours.  Dur- 
ing his  last  course,  he  was  attended  by  near  200 
students.  For  some  time  before  his  death,  he 
had  an  affection  of  the  Iung^,  which  terminated 
in  a  consumption,  and  proved  fatal  on  the  12th 
of  January,  1117. 

The  year  before  his  death,  he  published  "A 
short  Description  of  the  Human  Muscles  as  they 
appear  on  dissection,  with  their  several  uses, 
and  the  Synonymes  of  the  best  Authors."  The 
merit  of  this  work  was  universally  acknowledged. 
Some  months  after,  he  published,  as  a  vade  me- 
cum  for  students,  eight  anatomical  tables,  con- 
taining the  principal  parts  of  the  skeleton  and 
muscles  represented  in  the  large  tables  of  Aibi- 
nus,  with  accurate  explanations. 


Artificial  Anatomy. — M.  Auroux,  a  young  French 
physician,  with  a  composition  resembling  paste- 
board, has  been  enabled  to  construct  complete 
bodies,  in  which  all  the  organs,  the  minutest  de- 
tails of  external  and  internal  conformation,  are 
accurately  represented.  The  exterior  parts  are 
unshipped  easily,  and  according  to  the  rules  gen- 
erally observed  in  dissection.  They  give  place 
to  the  interior  parts,  which  in  their  turn  car 
be  removed  with  similar  facility.  Thus  the 
human  body  can  be  decomposed  into  a  thousand 
different  pieces,  which,  as  Ihey  are  regularly 
numbered,  can  be  again  united  to  each  other 
The  smallest  organs,  the  nerves,  the  muscles, 
the  veins,  and  all  the  vessels,  are  represented 
with  rigid  accuracy.  This  ingenious  invention 
admits  of  being  applied  to  many  useful  and  in- 
teresting purposes  of  anatomical  pathology. 

Artificial  Joint. — We  have  examined  an    arti- 
ficial joint,  between  the  elbow  and  carpus  of  the 


Dr.  Kergaradec  on  Auscultation. — "By  apply- 
ing the 'ear  to  the  abdomen,  or  by  means  of  a 
stethoscope,  the  fetal  pulsations  can  be  heard  as 
early  as  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy;  and  are 
to  be  distinguished  b}'  their  double  stroke  and 
great  frequency.  The  placental  pulsations  are 
distinguished  by  their  single  stroke,  being  syn- 
chronous with  those  of  the  maternal  circulation, 
and  attended  with  a  sort  of  whizzing  noise." 


Sir  Everard  Home  says,  shrill  tones,  or  the 
upper  notes  of  an  instrument,  have  comparative- 
ly little  effect  in  exciting  the  attention  of  animals, 
whilst  the  full  lower  tones  stimulate  them  al- 
most to  fury.  The  effect  of  the  high  tones  of 
the  piano-forte  upon  the  great  lion  in  Exeter 
Change,  only  called  his  attention,  which  was 
considerable,  though  he  remained  silent  and  mo- 
tionless. But  no  sooner  were  the  lower  notes 
sounded,  than  he  sprang  up,  lashed  his  tail,  yell- 
ed violently,  and  endeavoured  to  break  loose, 
and  became  so  furious  as  to  alarm  the  specta- 
tors. This  violent  excitement  ceased  with  dis- 
continuance of  the  music.  The  deep  tones  of 
the  French  horn  produced  a  similar  effect  on  the 
elephant,  and  other  animals. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  twenty  four. 

AN  ACT  for  the  encouragement  of  Medical  Science. 
Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  there  shall  be  appropriated, 
allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, annually,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Berkshire 
Medical  Institution,  provided  that  the  said  trustees 
shall  faithfully  apply  the  same  to  the  purchase,  erec- 
tion and  repairing  of  suitable  huildings,  to  the  procur- 
ing of  a  library,  chymical  and  philosophical  apparatus, 
anatomical  preparations  and  models,  and  for  such  other 
purposes  as  shall  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Institution  ;  and  the  Governor  is  hereby 
authorised  and  requested  to  draw  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly. Approved, 

Feb.  21,  1824.  W.  EUSTIS. 


AN  ACT,  in  addition  to  an  Act,  entitled,  "  An  Act  re- 
gulating the  practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery.1' 
Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  any  person  who  shall  be  graduated 
a  Doctor  in  Medicine  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
tion, b}  the  authority  of  Williams  College,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities,  grant- 
ed to  the  medical  graduates  of  Harvard  University  : — 
provided,  however,  that  any  time  hereafter,  when  it 
shall  be  thought  proper,  the  Commonwealth  shall  have 
the  right  of  creating  a  Board  of  Overseers,  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  Trustees  of  said  Institution,  and  such  other 
persons  as  the  Commonwealth  may  designate  for  that 
purpose.  Approved, 

Feb.  21,  1824.  W.  EUSTIS. 


A  nezv  Nose. — Last  September,  a  very  unfa- 
vourable case  of  lost  nose  was  successfully  treat- 
ed in  the  St.  Fancras  Infirmary,  by  Mr.  Davies, 
the  surgeon.  The  patient  is  now  quite  well  : 
the  wound  on  h?s  forehead,  whence  the  new 
nose  was  cut,  is  completely  cicatrized  ;  the  nose 
retains  its  shape,  and  his  countenance,  consider- 
ing what  a  ravage  syphilis  had  made  of  it,  ap- 
pears manly. 


Mr.  Parry,  a  man  of  considerable  learning 
several  limes  revolved  in  his  mind  ihe  design  of 
murdering  Q.  Elizabeth.  He  had  several  pri- 
vate interviews  with  her,  and  afterwards  de- 
clared, that  fearmg  he  might  be  tempted  to  put 
in  act  the  bloody  purpose  which  perpetually 
haunted  his  mind,  he  always  left  his  dagger  at 
lome  when  he  went  to  wait  upon  her. 


Joseph  A.  Gallup,  M.  D.  author  of  a  treatise  on  epi- 
demics, president  of  the  Vermont  Medical  Socie+y,  who 
has  several  years  been  teacher  of  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  in  the  medical  school  at  Castleton, 
Vt.  has  resigned  his  professorship,  with  the  intention  of 
retiring  from  the  profession. 


Vaccination. — A  woman  in  a  village  near  Cherbourg, 
in  Normandy,  had  her  four  children  vaccinated.  After 
some  time,  the  small-pox  appeared  in  the  village.  All 
the  children,  except  the  four  vaccinated,  were  infected, 
and  many  died.  The  women,  who  had  mocked  at  the 
wise  precaution  of  the  happy  mother,  mortified  at  her 
security  and  comfort,  enticed'  the  children  to  their 
houses,  and  smeared  their  faces  wi(h  variolous  matter. 
But  all  their  efforts  to  commuuicate  the  disease  were 
unsuccessful. 


A  very  interesting  memoir  was  read  to  the  Phrenolo- 
gical Society  in  Edinburgh,  communicated  by  Dr.  Pat- 
terson, of  Calcutta,  with  a  donation  of  twelve  Hindoo 
skulls.  It  was  stated,  the  Hindoo  head  is  to  the  Eu- 
ropean, as  about  two  to  three. 


Dr.  Hickman,  of  Ludlow,  has  in  his  museum  a  pig, 
which  has  four  ears,  eight  legs,  two  tails,  two  aortas 
to  supply  the  body,  two  vessels  to  supply  the  lungs, 
two  livers,  four  kidnies,  two  bladders,  two  spleens,  and 
two  sets  of  intestines.  The  body  forms  a  division  at 
right  angles  from  the  navel  downwards. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 

ENDING  FEB.  20,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Feb.  13.— Child  of  John  Donnely  ;  John  Aiken,  26. 
14. — Mary  Ann  Stevens,  30  mo.  15. — Julia  Donnely, 
25  ;  Deborah  White  ;  Trasker ;  Benjamin  Port- 
land ;  Joseph  French,  40  ;  William  Merserve.  16. — 
Caleb  Hill,  24.  17.— Michael  Keely,  45  ;  Mary  Morse, 
17;  Francis  Jones,  46.  18. — Ann  Vincent,  4  weeks. 
20. — Catharine  Mollineaux,  33  ;  Thomas  Maham. 

Stillborn,  2 — Canker,  1 — Childbirth,  1 — Consump- 
tion, 2 — Intemperance,  1 — Jaundice,  1 — Scrophula,  1 — 
Lung- Fever,  1. 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

THE  Spring  course  of  demonstrations  in  Anatomy 
and  Surgery,  will  commence  in  the  Berkshire  Med- 
ical Institution  on  Monday,  the  15th  of  March  next. — 
The  Reading  Term  will  commence  at  the  same  time. 

J.  P.  BATCHELDER,  deail. 

Pittsfield,  Mass.  Feb.  15,  1824. 
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FROM  AN  INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE  ON  STATE- 
MEDICINE. 
By  John  Elliotson,  M.D.  &c.  Physician  of  St.  Thos.' 
Hosp.  Grafton-St.  Bond-St. Westminster.  Nov.  1,1821. 

Knowledge  requires  labour  at  first  for  its  at- 
tainment, and  incessant  assiduity  after  for  its 
maintenance.  Much  of  the  acquisitions  of  pupil- 
age is  generally  lost, — whatever  is  not  refreshed 
by  practice  gradually  disappears, — much  of  our 
anatomy,  physiology,  and  chymistry,  though  they 
may  have  been  studied  with  unremittent  ardour, 
silently  escapes  from  our  possession. 

The  character, — the  life  of  an  accused  indi- 
vidual may  depend  entirely  on  the  opinions  you 
deliver,  you  are  liable  every  moment  to  be  call- 
ed on  to  deliver  them,  though  a  long  interval 
may  elapse  before  you  receive  such  summons. 
You  may  blast  your  reputation,  or  acquire 
honour.  Your  mode  of  treatmeut,  your  conduct, 
your  information,  are  laid  open.  In  ordinary 
practice,  circumstances  may,  to  some  extent, 
counterbalance  deficiency  of  skill  upon  a  practi- 
tioner's reputation. 

"In  general,"  says  Dr.  William  Hunter,  "I 
fear  too  much  has  been  left  to  our  decision.  Ma- 
ny of  our  profession  are  not  so  conversant  with 
science  as  the  world  may  think  ;  some  of  us  are 
a  little  disposed  to  grasp  at  authority  in  a  pub- 
lic examination,  by  giving  a  quick  and  decided 
opinion,  when  it  should  have  been  guarded  with 
doubt;  a  character  which  no  man  should  be  am- 
bitious to  acquire,  who  is  presumed  every  day 
to  be  deciding  nice  questions  upon  which  life 
may  depend.'1 

A  public  act  is  no  sooner  done,  than  accounts 
of  it  are  circulated,  by  means  of  the  press,  to  the 
remotest  corners;  such  is  the  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge, in  every  spot,  there  exist  persons  ready  to 
appreciate  the  conduct  and  opinions  of  a  medi- 
cal witness. 

Full  impression  of  the  solemnity  of  the  duty 
imposed  upon  us  in  courts  of  justice,  a  careful 
preparation  to  qualify  us  for  forming  opinions, 
and  repeated  illustrations  of  the  difficulties  that 
may  be  thrown  in  our  way  to  confound  our 
knowledge,  and  make  us  lose  our  temper,  are 
the  best  preservative  against  such  misfortunes. 

"  Lawyers  resort  to  a  severity  of  investiga- 
tion which  perplexes  the  theories,  but  more  fre- 
quently enkindles  the  irritable  feelings  of  the 
medical  practitioner.  Persons  conversant  with 
human  testimony,  are  scrupulous  of  admitting  it 
as  an  uniform  truth,  until  it  has  been  carefully 
sifted.  With  these  precautions,  and  professional 
experience,  the  medical  practitioner  may  ap- 
proach the  tribunal  with  confidence.  However 
dexterous  he  may  shew  himself  in  fencing  with 
the  advocate,  he  should  be  aware  that  his  evi- 
dence ought  to  impress  the  judge,  and  be  con- 
vincing to  the  jury." 

Medical  practitioners  give  evidence,  with  con- 
fidence, on  points,  which  it  is  obvious  they  never 
considered  with  requisite  attention  ;  stating  facts 
as  universal,  which  admit  of  many  exceptions 
and  modifications;  or  rejecting  them  altogether, 
because  exceptions  do  exist;  destroying  evi- 
dence, or  failing  to  discover  it,  from  not  knowing 


where  it  is,  nor  how  it  is  to  be  obiaincd.  Some- 
times well-informed  medic;il  men  are  browbeat 
and  baffled,  from  not  knowing  the  estimation  and 
respect  they  are  entitled  to  claim  for  their  skill. 
Young  men  are  generally  frightened  on  hear- 
ing the  almost  countless  names  of  medical  au- 
thors. A  large  number  are  little  more  than 
copies  and  compilations  from  others;  the  good 
in  them  is  to  be  found  in  the  best  modern  trea- 
tises. Students  should  never  read  any  but  ele- 
mentary books ;  one  good  work  on  Anatomy, 
one  on  Physiology,  one  on  Cbymistry,  one  on 
Botany,  one  on  Materia  Medica,  one  on  Midwife- 
ry, one  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  one  on  Sur- 
gery, and  one  on  State-Medicine.  The  design 
of  their  education  is  not  to  fill  the  head  with 
opinions  and  strange  facts;  if,  after  three  or  four 
years'  close  study,  with  regular  instructions  on 
all  these  subjects,  and  unwearied  observation  in 
sick  rooms  and  the  dissecting  room,  they  fully 
comprehend  the  contents  of  these  few  works, 
and  deposit  them  in  their  memory,  they  will  be 
prepared  to  practise  with  honour. 


ASCITES,  CONNECTED  WITH  UTERO-GESTATION. 

By  George  Langstaff,  Esa.  Surgeon.   Lon.  1823. 

A  lady,  ait.  39,  of  good  constitution,  who  had 
had  eight  children,  at  a  very  early  period 
appeared  unusually  large,  felt  uncomfortable, 
not  disposed  to  her  accustomed  exercise.  At 
the  fifth  month  of  utero-g'estation,  when  she  be- 
came sensible  of  "  quickening,"  she  supposed 
she  might  have  twins,  which  had  before  hap- 
pened. The  latter  part  of  the  sixth  month,  and 
first  week  of  the  seventh,  the  pains  in  the  abdo- 
men, and  distention,  were  so  distressing  as  to  re- 
quire general  and  local  blood-letting,  and  a  blis- 
ter. From  oedema  of  the  legs  and  thighs,  and 
from  sense  of  fluctuation  imparted  to  the  hand 
bv  sounding  the  abdomen,  it  was  evident  there 
was  fluid,  specially  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
right  hypochondre,  where  was  an  irregularity 
given  to  the  rotundity  of  the  abdomen. 

By  advice  of  Drs  Farre  and  Davis,  March  19, 
the  liquor  amnii  was  let  off;  it  was  small  in  quan- 
tity. The  next  day,  the  symptoms  occasioned 
by  ascites  were  more  distressful,  the  integu- 
ments much  discoloured,  the  constitutional  pow- 
ers sinking,  no  signs  of  labour  commencing. — 
The  patient,  as  well  as  her  friends,  seemed  con- 
vinced dissolution  was  rapidly  approaching. 

I  cut  down  to  the  peritoneum,  two  inches  be- 
low the  umbilicus,  then  perforated  that  mem- 
brane, introducing  the  trocar  only  a  short  dis- 
tance beyond  its  shoulder;  when  ten  pints  had 
flowed,  the  stream  was  checked  by  the  uterus 
coming  in  contact  with  the  canula  ;  this  occa- 
sioned so  much  pain  as  to  oblige  me  to  with- 
draw it.  1  introduced  a  smooth,  soft,  elastic 
gum  catheter,  which  passed  downward  for  sev- 
eral inches  between  the  peritoneum  and  uterus, 
and  thus  drew  off  the  remainder  of  the  fluid. — 
The  whole  amounted  to  twenty-five  pints.  8 
hours  after,  pain  was  complained  of  over  the 
whole  of  the  abdomen,  the  patient  was  restless, 
skin  hot,  pulse  120,  not  full,  but  wiry:  24  oz. 
of  blood  were  drawn.       Saline    aperient    medi- 


cines were  prescribed,  and  five  grains  of  calo- 
mel, with  the  same  quantity  of  extract  of  byos- 
cyamus  at  bed-time. 

March  21st. — The  bowels  were  freely  reliev- 
ed by  the  medicine,  anxiety  and  restlessness  as 
yesterday,  skin  hot,  tongue  white  and  dry,  pulse 
100,  rather  full  and  hard,  urine  high  coloured, 
and  deficient  in  quantity,  and  there  was  pain  in 
the  abdomen:  20  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
abdomen;  the  discharge  of  blood  from  the  ori- 
fices was  considerable. 

March  22d. — Although  the  bowels  were  free- 
ly open,  and  the  urine  increased  in  quantity,  the 
pain  and  tenderness  in  the  abdomen  continued  ; 
pulse  110,  fuller  and  harder  lhan  yesterday; 
tongue  very  white  and  dry.  30  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  from  !•  e  arm.  Saline  medicines 
with  digitalis  were  ordered,  and  15  drops  of 
Battley's  liquor  of  opium  at  bed-time. 

March  23d. — She  passed  a  more  comfortable 
night  than  for  several  weeks;  the  pain  in  the 
abdomen  was  considerably  diminished,  and  she 
could  bear  slight  pressure  with  the  band;  pulse 
94,  much  reduced  in  power,  tongue  not  so  drjr. 
Towards  evening,  the  child  was  born,  which  did 
not  appear  to  have  advanced  beyond  the  7th 
month,  and  had  been  dead  several  days,  as  the 
skin  was  much  discoloured,  and  the  cuticle  sep- 
arated easily  from  the  cutis. 

April  12th. — I  consider  the  patient  out  of  dan- 
ger: there  does  not  seem  any  reason  to  dread 
re-accumulation  of  fluid. 


CALCULUS  IN  THE  BLADDER. 

Sir  Wm.  B.  set.  65,  in  the  summer  of  1820, 
having  had  occasion  to  walk  much  in  London 
for  three  or  four  days,  passed,  first,  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  stuff,  like  coffee-grounds  ;  after- 
wards, a  considerable  quantity  of  what  appear- 
ed chiefly  blood.  The  following  da)',  his  urine 
was  clear.  If  he  rode  fast,  it  brought  on  the 
passing  of  the  dark  stuff;  afterwards,  if  persisted 
in,  of  blood.  June,  1822,  Sir  A.  Cooper  ascer- 
tained there  was  a  stone.  On  the  fourth  trial, 
with  intervals  of  a  week,  he  extracted  it,  weigh- 
ing \1\  grains,  July  13.  Three  weeks  after, 
Sir  W.  having  some  fears  there  still  remained 
some  stone,  again  applied  to  Sir  A.  who  found 
such  was  the  case:  and  he  brought  it  out  part  of 
the  way,  but  found  it  too  large,  and  returned  it; 
and  as  soon  as  the  parts  wouid  permit,  lie  com- 
menced enlarging  Ihe  passage  by  bougies,  which 
he  continued  at  intervals  for  a  fortnight,  then 
extracted  a  stone  weighing    54    grains,  Ang.  28, 

Sir  William  suffered  pain  in  making  water, 
swelling  of  the  corpus  spongiosum  at  the  scro- 
tum, with  considerable  urethral  discharge,  until 
Sept.  23d,  when  the  symptoms  subsided  under 
fomentation  and  poultices. 

Near  the  glans  the  chief  impediment  was 
found. — It  would  be  better  to  make  a  small  in- 
cision into  the  urethra  anteriorly  to  the  scrotum 
than  to  employ  force. 

Mr.  W.  King,  had,  as  Mr.  Newton  supposed, 
calculi  in   the  bladder.     I    passed  the    urethra! 
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forceps  into  the  Uadder,  and,  in  a  few  minutes, 
extracted  four  cajculi ;  I  couid  perceive  some  re- 
mained in  the  bladder  ;  I  did  not  choose  to  risk 
production  of  any  considerable  irritation,  but  ad- 
vised him  to  com  3  Nov.  1st.  Then  1  extracted 
three  calculi;  on  the  4th,  live;  7tn,  twelve  cal- 
culi; 11th,  two;;  13th,  three  more.  I  then  ex- 
amined the  bladder  with  care,  but  could  not  per- 
ceive any  more  ^stones,  and  even  before  the  re- 
moval of  the  last,  he  had  experienced  consider- 
able diminution  tof  the  pain  in  making  water, 
and  difticuity  in  passing-  it.  sir  a.  cooper. 


RUPTURE  OF  THE  UTERUS. 
By  Jam^s  Powell,  Esa.     London. 

Ann  Dance,  eat.  24,  in  the  parochial  infirmary 
of  St.  Clement  Danes,  of  low  stature  and  con- 
siderable deformity  of  the  limbs,  at  the  full  peri- 
od of  her  first  pregnancy,  experienced  some 
slight  uterine  pains  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  7, 
1822.  These  pains  continued  lingering,  with 
but  little  dllatatjiOn  of  the  orifice  of  the  uterus, 
until  6  o'clock,  J.\  M.  Oct.  10,  when  1  found  the 
orifice  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown  piece  ;  the 
head  presented.  Soon  after,  very  strong  bear- 
ing-down pains  came  on,  which  continued  with 
increasing-  urgency  till  about  8  o'clock,  when, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  midwife,  (who 
had  the  patient  under  her  immediate  charge,) 
these  pains,  suddenly  and  totally  ceasing,  were 
succeeded  by  an  immediate,  and  a  most  excru- 
ciating pain  of  a  different  kind.  Great  anxiety 
of  countenance,  and  other  indications  of  extreme 
distress  followed.  My  assistant,  in  consequence 
of  my  absence  from  town,  in  consideration  of 
the  intensity  anil  permanence  of  the  pain,  bled 
her,  and  administered  on  opiate.  There  was 
neither  hemorrhage  nor  sickness.  On  my  re- 
turn to  town,  at  11  o'clock,  Oct.  11,  her  pecu- 
liarly distressed  and  anxious  countenance  struck 
me  on  entering  the  chamber.  The  abdomen 
presented  an  uniform  surface,  similar  to  what  it 
usually  does  in  advanced  pregnancy.  Every 
part  of  the  child  had  receded  entirely  beyond 
my  reach.  Dr.  Davis,  about  1  o'clock,  in  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Wray,  Mr.  Radnor,  and  myself,  un- 
dertook delivery. 

The  limbs  could  not  be  felt  through  the  ab- 
domen. It  presented  two  prominences,  which, 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  Dr.  D.  found 
were  the  hack  and  head  of  the  child:  the  latter 
forming  the  inferior  tumor,  immediately  above 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis;  the  hands  and  feet  were 
folded  in  front  of  the  child,  towards  the  back  of 
the  mother.  Dr.  D.  ascertained  the  rupture  ex- 
tended along  the  whole  course  of  the  neck  <?f 
the  womb,  on  the  right  side,  including  its  ori- 
fice. He  felt  the  body  of  the  uterus  much  con- 
tracted, and  occupying  posteriorly,  towards  the 
left  side,  the  space  immediately  above  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis.  Delivery  was  effected  by  turn- 
ing. The  confinement  of  the  pelvis  at  the  brim, 
though  considerable,  required  craniotomy.  Dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  operation,  it  became 
necessary  to  administer  repeated  table-spoonfuls 
of  undiluted  brandy  to  keep  her  in  existence. — 
The  placenta  was  in  the  vagina,  immediately 
after  the  removal  of  the  child,  and  withdrawn. 
No  hemorrhage,  nor  descent  of  intestine  suc- 
ceeded. CO  minims  of  Battley's  Liquor  Opii  was 
immediately  exhibited,  and  in  smaller  dose,  re- 
peated at  bed  time. 
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Oct.  12th,  she  was  in  many  respects  better,] 
had  not  slept,  but  had  considerable  tranquillity. 
Pulse  160;  abdomen  tense,  extremely  tender  to 
the  touch  ;  countenance  improved,  still  anxious; 
I  he  discharge  from  the  vagina  was  Sufficient, 
but  dark,  grumous.  She  passed  urine  readily. 
The  breathing  was  excessively  laborious,  and 
oppressed.  Eight  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
abdomen;  the  bowels  were  opened  by  an  enema. 
In  the  evening  a  full  dose  of  opium  was  adminis- 
tered ;  as  soon  as  the  wounds  from  the  leeches 
had  ceased  to  bleed,  a  large  blister  was  applied 
to  the  hypogastre.  The  same  state  continued 
several  days;  the  abdomen  becoming  less  tense 
and  less  painful  upon  motion.  After  8  days, 
pieces  of  organised  structure,  sloughy,  very  of- 
fensive, escaped  from  the  vagina.  The  uterine 
discharge  assumed  the  character  of  laudable 
matter,  for  many  days,  without  remission  of  the 
alarming  symptoms;  excessive  frequency  of  the 
puise,  laborious  respiration,  soreness  of  the  ab- 
domen, and  cough,  remained  unabated.  The  pa- 
tient began  at  this  time  to  relish  food  ;  she  was 
allowed  to  indulge  sparingly  in  light  and  nutri- 
ent diet,  including  a  small  portion,  once  daily, 
of  animal  food.  The  purulent  discharge  having 
ceased,  healthy  lochia  followed.  Extreme  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  incessant  and  violent  cough- 
ing, and  great  pain  of  the  h3'pogastrium  upon 
attempting  to  chang-e  her  position,  continued.  A 
large  quantity  of  purulent  matter,  was  thrown 
from  the  chest,  in  a  fit  of  coughing,  which  great- 
ly relieved  her  most  distressful  symptoms.  She 
continued  to  expectorate  purulent  matter  for 
several  days  afterwards.  Mild  tonics,  and  gene- 
rous diet,  with  wine,  at  this  time  recommended, 
appeared  to  contribute  importantly  towards  sav- 
ins: her  life.*  Ller  exhaustion  was  extreme 
when  the  expectoration  ceased. 

From  this  time  her  health  gradually  improv- 
ed ;  medicines  were  discontinued  December  3d. 
About  the  middle  of  the  same  month,  she  was 
discharged  from  the  infirmary,  without  pain  or 
cough,  or  any  other  affection.  I  have  seen  her 
several  times  since  that  period;  upon  one  occa- 
sion she  complained  of  considerable  tenderness 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which  }'ielded 
to  a  moderate  bleeding,  and  other  appropriate 
treatment  ;  at  present,  I  believe  she  is  perfectly 
free  from  disease. 


*  For  many  days,  she  took  a  wine  glass  full  of  Sher- 
ry every  three  or  four  hours. 


SMALL-POX  SUBSEQUENT  TO  VACCINATION. 
By  George  Grego.ry,  M.  D.  Physician  to  the  hospi- 
tal for  small-pox   and   vaccination,  at   St.    Pancras, 
London.     Jan.  7,  1823. 

.Vaccination  does  not  appear  to  lessen  the  vio- 
lence, or  shorten  the  duration,  of  the  first  or 
eruptive  stage  of  fever,  which  is  generally  as 
severe,  and  even  sometimes  severer  and  longer 
in  its  duration  than  that  of  the  casual  confluent 
small-pox.  In  many  cases  I  have  seen  the  erup- 
tion very  copious,  particularly  about  the  face, 
breast,  and  upper  extremities,  and  occasionally 
equal,  in  quantity,  to  what  is  seen  in  the  worst 
kinds  of  confluent  or  coherent  natural  small-pox. 
The  great  power  of  vaccination  unquestiona- 
bly consists  in  modifying  the  progress  of  inflam- 
mation in  the  variolous  eruption.  The  fluid  in 
the  vesicles  seldom  reaches  the  state  of  pus,  the 
cutis  vera  is   never  ulcerated,  and   the   healing 


process  takes  place  by  conversion  of  the  vesi- 
cles into  tubercles,  and  their  subsequent  desqua- 
mation. 

Vaccination  does  not  always  affect  the  course 
of  the  disease,  when  the  variolous  po.fon  fixes 
itself  on  other  parts  than  the  skin  and  throat, 
particularly  on  the  brain,  followed  by  delirium, 
inflamed  eyes,  stupor  or  restlessness,  disposition 
to  erysipelas  and  gangrene.  It  is  in  this  man- 
ner, that  small-pox,  after  vaccination,  occasion- 
ally proves  fatal. 

William  Timms,  jet.  30,  labourer  in  lead- 
works,  in  the  habit  of  frequent  intoxication,  was 
admitted  into  the  small-pox-hospital,  Sept.  21, 
1821.  He  had  been  vaccinated  by  Mr.  Griffin, 
surgeon,  of  Deddington,  Oxfordshire,  18  years 
previously.  Two  vaccine  cicatrices  were  very 
apparent  on  the  left  arm.  The  eruption  proved 
to  be  distinct,  and  on  the  7th  day  it  was  drying 
on  the  face,  and  exhibited  the  usual  tuberculous 
character  of  modified  small-pox.  Throughout 
the  disease,  there  were  obscure  marks  of  affec- 
tion of  the  brain.  On  the  subsidence  of  the  cu- 
taneous inflammation,  comatose  symptoms  came 
on,  and  he  died  on  the  following  day. — The 
brain,  on  dissection,  exhibited  no  appearances  of 
recent  disease. 

Ruth  Beddoes,  jet.  19,  gross  and  plethoric. 
was  admitted,  Sept.  28,  1822,  with  a  distinct  and 
mild  eruption,  with  considerable  conjunctival  in- 
flammation. She  had  been  vaccinated  five  years 
previously,  at  Bishop's  Castle  in  Shropshire. — 
The  arm  inflamed  severely,  and  for  a  long  time 
afterwards  was  kept  in  a  sling.  A  very  small 
vaccine  cicatrix  was  observable  in  her  left  arm. 
The  cutaneous  eruption  passed  through  its 
stages  rapidly  ;  but  the  appetite  never  returned  : 
8th  day,  opfhalmia  came  on  with  great  violence, 
yielding  to  the  free  use  of  the  lancet.  Five  days 
after,  the  arm  in  which  she  had  been  bled  be- 
came affected  with  severe  erysipelas,  which  sub- 
sequently attacked  the  opposite  leg.  Four  days 
after,  violent  delirium  supervened,  and  she  grad- 
ually sunk  into  low  typhus,  in  which  she  died. — 
On  opening  the  head,  no  morbid  appearances  of 
any  kind  could  be  detected,  nor  traces  of  disease 
in  the  thorax  or  abdomen. 

Sometimes  the  disease,  after  vaccination,  is  so 
highly  modified,  physicians  can  scarcely  think 
themselves  warranted  in  calling  the  complaint 
small-pox.  It  has  all  the  characters  of  varicella, 
and  has  even  been  confounded  with  those  slight 
papular  eruptions  met  with  in  particular  habits, 
and  in  irritable  skins,  especially  in  warm  weath- 
er. The  modification  produced  by  previous 
vaccination  is,  in  some  few  cases,  so  trifling,  as 
hardly  to  be  perceptible.  Between  these  ex- 
tremes, every  gradation  has  been  noticed ;  as 
the  hospital,  the  last  year,  has  abundantly  testi- 
fied. Instances  of  complete  failure,  from  well- 
ascertained  vaccination,  are  very  few  in  number, 
and  will  hardly  bear  a  comparison  with  those  nu- 
merous instances,  in  which  the  disease  was  so 
modified  by  it,  as  to  preclude  all  anxiety  for  the 
patient's  safetj'. 

George  Ferriman,  set,  30,  was  admitted  into 
the  small-pox-hospital  Oct.  28,  1822,  with  pret- 
ty severe  modified  small-pox;  also  admitted  his 
children,  Thomas  and  Harriet,  under  very  slight 
form  of  the  same  disease.  The  father  had  been 
inoculated  for  the  small-pox  when  a  child,  and 
was  always  considered  to  have  passed  through 
the  disease  in  a  regular  way.     His  children  had 
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been  vaccinated  ;    their   arms  exhibited   perfect 
cicatrxes. 

I  have  seen  small-pox  attack  three  individuals 
of  the  same  family,  who  had  been  vaccinated  at 
different  ages,  in  different  places,  and  by  differ- 
ent persons.  I  witnessed  this,  last  summer,  in 
the  family  of  a  medical  practitioner,  near  Red 
Lion-square. 

When  the  scar  on  the  arm  is  distinct,  circular, 
radiated,  and  cellulated  ;  but  above  all,  small,  so 
that  it  may  be  covered  by  a  pea  ; — the  seconda- 
ry affection  will  hardly  deserve  the  name  of  a 
disease. 

In  re-vaccination,  where  the  cicatrix  is  per- 
fect, it  is  impossible,  or  nearly  so,  to  re-produce 
the  vaccine  disease  in  any  thing  like  its  genuine 
form.  In  proportion  to  the  imperfection  of  the 
cicatrix,  will  be  the  degree  of  approximation  of 
the  second  to  the  primary  vaccination.  Hence 
the  indispensahle  necessity  of  a  close  attention 
to  every  part  of  the  process  of  vaccination. 

List  of  patients  haying  small-pox  after  vaccination,  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital. 


Year 


1809 
1810 
1811 
1818 
1815 

Total 
in  5  vrs 


Small 

total 

pox 

admis 

after 

sions. 

vacci- 

nation 

146 

4 

149 

5 

94 

6 

79 

4 

101 

6 

569 

25 

1813 

58 

1819 

97 

toSep.7 

1820 

142 

1821 

117 

1822 

194 

Total 

603 

in  5  yrs 


9 
17 

25 
28 
57 


136 


Under  10  vears,  5  persons. 
At  11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 


At  19  years,  11  persons. 


2  20              18 

1  21  13 

2  22  9 
5  23  10 
8  24  9 
7  25                 4 

14  26                 3 

13  27  and  upwards,  7 

Less  than    7  days,   12  persons. 

"  14              32 

"  21                 6 

"  6  weeks,  2 

Fatal  Cases,  5 


VARIOLOID  EPIDEMIC, 


secondary  affection  in  the  former  was  represent- 
ed to  have  been  equally  mild  with  the  inoculated 
small-pox;  in  three  of  the  latter,  the  primary 
eruption  was  reported  to  have  been  more  severe 
than  that  under  which  I  saw  them  labouring ;  in 
the  fourth,  an  old  woman  a;t.  GO,  who,  during 
the  first  attack  of  small-pox,  lost  the  sight  of  one 
of  her  eyes,  the  second  attack  was  more  severe 
than  in  any  of  the  other  five. 

The  varioloid  disease  attacked  from  four  to 
live  hundred  individuals,  who  had  been  vacci- 
nated. The  eruption,  in  much  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  these  cases,  was  preceded  by  smart 
fever,  of  from  36  to  43  hours'  duration.  The 
eruption  itself  was  generally  papular  in  its  ori- 
gin. The  papulae  became  vesicular  or  pustular 
on  the  second,  and  began  to  decline  on  the  fourth 
or  fifth  day  after  their  appearance.  The  three 
forms  of  eruption  which  the  disease  assumed  in 
this  class  of  patients,  were  horn  pock,  vesicular 
eruption,  and  pustular  eruption.  Of  the  first  of 
these  forms,  which  constituted  nearly  eight- 
ninths  of  the  vaccinated  who  were  affected,  the 
eruption  sometimes  disappeared  without  becom- 
ing either  vesicular  or  pustular  ;  and,  at  other 
times,  it  became  vesicular,  then  pustular  ;  in 
many  cases  papulre,  vesicles,  pustules,  and  horny 
scabs  might  be  seen  on  the  patient  at  the  same 
time.  In  about  30  cases  the  eruption  appeared 
to  be  purely  vesicular,  from  its  commencement 
to  its  termination ;  and  in  ten  cases  only  did  the 
disease  assume  an  aggravated  form, — in  these, 
the  eruption  was  similar  to  that  called  by  Dr. 
Thompson,  coherent  smail-pox.  In  the  subjects 
of  these  cases,  though  the  vaccine  cicatrix  was 
perceptible  in  all,  the  cow-pox  vesicles  had  run 
their  course,  without  febrile  symptoms,  or  affec- 
tion of  the  axillary  glands. 

Vaccination  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  very 
frequently  performed  by  itinerant  practitioners 
and  midwives. 

The  epidemic  appeared  to  me  a  very  severe 
one ;  many  of  the  oldest  parishioners  in  Wick 
declared  they  never  had  known  small-pox  more 

fatal.  JAMES  INNES,  M.   D. 

Wick,  Scotland. 


wool  :  most    preserve    marks    of  the   pimples  ; 
those  which  die,  very  soon  become  gangrenous. 

The  disease  is  sometimes  communicated  by 
shepherds,  their  dogs,  farriers,  people  who  visit 
the  diseased  sheep,  by  fowls  and  swine,  by  the 
wool,  skins  and  dung  of  the  diseased  sheep. 

A  healthy  flock  may  take  the  disease  by  fol- 
lowing an  infected  flock,  or  being  within  100  fa- 
thoms of  them,  when  the  wind  favours  the  con- 
tagion. Some  sheep,  in  the  midst  of  the  disease, 
escape  it.  We  are  assured  that  lambs  born  of 
dams  under  the-*  disease  are  not  affected. — Vacci- 
nation does  not  prevent  it.  —  Inoculation  for 
smallpox  has  been  practised  among  sheep  in  ma- 
ny parls  of  France,  and  in  Saxony  ;  in  the  inoc- 
ulated the  disease  was  milder  and  shorter,  but  1 
in  10  died. 


SMALL-POX  IN  SHEEP. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interiour,   by 

M.  Tessier,  Member  of  the  Institute,  of  the  Soc.  of 

the  School  of  Med.  of  the  Jury  of  Instruction    of  the 

Veterinary   School,    and    Inspector-General    of    the 


Caithness,  in  Scotland,  particularly  in  the  east- 
ern district,  during  the  winter  of  1820 — 21. 
I  saw  seven  cases  of  the  varioloid  diseasevin 
individuals  who  had  previously  passed  through 
small-pox. — A  boy,  set.  7,  unvaccinated,  suffered 
an  eruptive  disease,  precisely  similar  to  the  dis- 
ease as  it  occurred  in  the  vaccinated.  Had  he 
had  small-pox  or  cow-pox,  I  would  have  had  no 
hesitation  in  calling  it  chicken-pox.  3  weeks 
after  recovery,  he  was  seized  with  a  febrile  at- 
tack, followed  by  copious  eruption  of  small-pox, 
of  the  coherent  kind,  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  had  scarcely  recovered  after  3  or  4  months. 
In  the  same  famity,  there  were  six  other  chil- 
dren, unprotected.  During  the  time  that  the 
boy  passed  through  the  first  attack,  none  of  them 
were  affected  ;  shortly  after  the  second,  each  of 
them  passed  through  natural  small-pox. 

Of  the  other  six  patients  with  secondary  small 
pox,  two  had  passed  through  inoculated,  and  the 
remaining  four  through  natural  small-pox.    The 


Flocks  of  the  Government.  Paris,  1811 
Small-pox  is  one  of  the  most  destructive  dis- 
eases among  sheep  ;  sometimes  destroys  half  a 
flock  ;  scarcely  ever  attacks  the  animal  more  than 
once  ;  presents  4  periods  ;  the  invasion,  lasting 
4  days  ;  eruption,  4  or  5  days  ;  suppuration,  4 
days  ;  desiccation,  when  a  black  crust  falls  off,  5 
or  six  days.  The  eruption  grows  large  gradual- 
ly, is  first  red,  then  white,  sometimes  convex, 
sometimes  flat;  first  attacks  the  face,  inside  of  the 
thighs,  armpits,  lower  surface  of  the  tail,  belly, 
breast  ;  then  under  the  wool  ;  is  complete  in  4 
or  5  days;  is  mild  or  malignant;  in  the  last,  or- 
dinarily, the  pimples  are  small,  abundant,  and 
crowded  together  ;  fiat,  dry,  black,  without  pus  ; 
thick  mucus  flows  from  the  nostrils,  the  head 
swells,  eyes  close,  respiration  is  difficult,  recove- 
ry seldom  follows,  especially  if  the  pimples  are 
deeply  purple.  Abscesses,  and  falling  of  the 
wool  under  the  eruption  promise  well.  The  an- 
imals often  lose  one  or  both  eyes,  some  all  their 


CALCULUS  OF  THE  KIDNEYS. 

By  J.  LuMMrs^Lynn,  Mass.  Feb.  27,  1824. 
Aug.  12,  1819,  Mrs.  W.  told  me,  that  "till 
within  six  weeks  she  had  attended  to  her  family 
concerns,  and  nursed  her  infant,  then  6  months 
old.  For  two  years  she  had  experienced  pain 
in  each  side,  particularly  in  the  left.  Four  weeks 
since,  she  told  her  physician  of  it.  He  prescrib- 
ed the  pil.  hydrarg.  or  sub-mur.  hyd.  which  she 
had  now  taken  4  weeks,  3  daily."  Lactation  had 
now  ceased  ;  ptyalism,  loss  of  appetite,  great 
emaciation  and  prostration  of  strength  had  suc- 
ceeded. Over  the  seat  of  pain  I  distinctly  felt  a 
hard  tumour  in  the  left  lumbar  region,  not  yield- 
ing to  pressure.  There  had  been  no  irregulari- 
ty or  deficiency  in  the  urinary  discharge. — She 
died  Au°\  22. — All  the  viscera  seemed  healthy, 
except  the  kidneys.  The  left  ureter  was  im- 
pervious; the  right  I  was  prevented  from  ex- 
amining. I  removed  the  tumour  on  the  left 
side  weighing  four  lbs.  containing  the  kidney, 
thickened  peritoneum,  a  calculus  weighing  19 
oz.  Avoirdupois;  an  end  of  it  broken  presented 
a  smooth  fracture;  another  calculus,  weighing \ 
oz.  ;  6  others,  weighing  together  |  oz.  The 
calculus  in  the  right  side  I  felt,  through  the 
thickened  peritoneum  ;  I  judged  it  was  but  little 
smaller  than  that  of  the  left.  I  was  not  allowed 
to  remove  it. 


Mary  Mattan,  aet.  21,  entered  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
Paris,  Jan.  23, 1815.  During  the  preceding  half 
year,  her  abdomen  became  daily  enlarged  by 
paracentesis.  M.  Dupuytren  drew  off  consider- 
able serum.  No  viscus  could  be  found  organi- 
cally affected.  Resin  of  jalap  and  nitre  were 
then  administered  in  a  diuretic  drink.  The  se- 
cretin of  urine  increased  at  first;  but  the  abdo- 
men began  to  enlarge  again,  and  fluctuation  was 
soon  evident.  April  20,  a  bandage  was  well  ap- 
plied, and  drawn  tighter  as  the  abdomen  dimin- 
ished. May  9,  the  patient  left  the  hospital  com- 
pletely cured. 

VACCINATION. 

In  a  late  trial  and  conviction,  it  was  laid  down 
by  the  judge  that  a  medical  practitioner  who 
neglects  to  exclude  the  person  whom  be  inocu- 
lates with  small-pox  from  communication  with 
others,  is  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment. 

The  invasion  and  eruption  of  small-pox  after 
vaccination,  in  every  respect  resemble  that  of 
genuine  small-pox.  I  have  seen  it  with  high  fe- 
ver, and  thick  crowded  papulae,  such  as  precede 
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the  most  severe  and  dangerous  confluent  cases. 
The  fifth  day,  6ome  papulae  begin  to  be  convert- 
ed into  small  sized  pustules.  The  disorder  then 
abruptly  stops.  6th  day,  the  lever  subsides, 
with  shrivelling  and  desiccation  of  the  eruption, 
and  recovery  proceeds  without  danger  or  incon- 
venience. Sometimes  the  disorder  stops  short 
on  the  3d  day ;  sometimes  not  till  the  6th  or  7th  ; 
in  a  very  few  cases,  it  runs  the  common  course 
of  small-pox.  With  a  few  exceptions,  it  does 
not  advance  to  maturation  and  secondary  fever, 
the  only  period  of  danger. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Musselburgh,  details  48  cases, 
in  none  of  which  did  the  secondary  fever  nor 
death  occur.  Dr.  Dewar,  of  Edinburgh,  at  Cu- 
par, in  Fife,  found  54  vaccinated  subjects  had 
caught  smallpox.  All,  except  one,  had  the  5 
day  eruptive  fever,  and  lived.  Of  16  cases  of 
natural  small-pox  at  the  same  time  and  place,  6 
died.  Between  30  and  40  cases  of  the  same 
kind  have  occurred  at  Carlisle,  on  the  testimony 
of  Dr.  Barnes,  a  respectable  practitioner  of  that 
city. 

To  be  assured  of  the  perfect  state  of  the  vac- 
cine operation,  inoculate  the  patient  on  the  other 
arm  from  his  own  matter,  the  fourth  or  fifth  day 
of  the  pustule.  If  this  second  inoculation  pro- 
duces a  hurried,  irregular  pustule,  it  is  a  proof 
the  first  inoculation  has  had  its  due  effect.  It 
the  second  insertion  produces  a  regular  eruptive 
process,  it  is  a  proof  of  the  contrary. 

As  small-pox  after  vaccination,  generally  oc- 
curs after  a  long-  interval,  we  consider  the 
numberless  severe  proofs  to  which  the  re- 
cently vaccinated  were  experimentally  exposed 
in  the  early  part  of  this  praciicc  all  over  Eu- 
rope, from  which  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence resulted,  it  seems  probable  the  virtue  of 
vaccination  may  be  weakened  by  time. 


London,  1822. 


SIR  G.  BLANE. 


RHEUMATIC  WHITE  SWELLING  OF  THE  SHOUL- 
DER-JOINT. 

By  E.  Emmons,  M.  D.  Chester,  Mass,  Feb.  14,  1324. 
W.  R.  act.  40,  has  been  subject  to  attacks  of 
rheumatism  more  than  25  years  :  when  formida- 
ble, in  the  right  hip,  knee  and  elbow.  The  el- 
bow was  anchylosed  by  an  attack  in  1810.  The 
severe  form  of  the  disease  has  usually  confined 
him  a  year  or  more.  The  complaint  first  seizes 
the  joint;  it  has  always  terminated  in  exfoliation 
of  the  bone  in  several  places  between  the  joints  ; 
small  pieces  of  bone,  after  several  months  of 
confinement,  prick  through  the  flesh,  which  be- 
ing removed,  a  small  fistulous  opening  discharges 
at  first  copious,  thin,  oily  matter;  it  gradually 
diminishes,  and  the  fistula  heals. 

The  last  attack  was  in  1821.  It  commenced 
with  deep  seated  and  excruciating  pain  in  the 
shoulder-joint.  For  a  year  previous,  his  appe- 
tite was  poor,  bowel*  costive,  food  often  produced 
distress,  countenance  was  pale  and  sickly;  irreg- 
ular, wandering  pains  prevented  sleep  at  night. 
No  relief  followed  after  sweat  was  induced  on 
the  part  with  hemlock,  camphorated  spirit,  fcc. 
I  saw  him  July  10,  with  a  dull  heavy  pain  in  the 
shoulder,  and  general  febrile  symptoms.  The 
pain  during  the  day  was  slight  compared  to  that 
in  the  night.  Movement  of  the  joint  produced 
increased  pain.  The  flesh  was  tender,  not  red 
or  swollen.  12  oz.  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  arm  ;  jalap  and  cal.10  grs.  each,  were  given. 


At  bed-time  he  was  directed  to  bathe  the  part  in 
warm  camphorated  spirit,  and  wrap  it  closely  in 
flannel.  The  patient  said  that  all  the  attempts 
to  produce  vomiting  had  failed  ;  they  were  fol- 
lowed by  great  prostration  of  strength  and  faint- 
ness,  cold  sweat  over  the  whole  body,  which 
continued  about  an  hour,  followed  by  powerful 
catharsis. 

July  12. — Pain  very  severe  in  the  shoulder: 
no  swelling  of  the  integuments.  V.  S.  12  oz.  ; 
a  blister  between  the  shoulder  and  elbow.  Gum 
Guiac.  pulv.  9j.  pulv.  ipecac.  comp.9ss. at  bed- 
time. 

July  13. — Pain  less  during  the  night.  Di- 
rected cathartic  of  sulphate  of  soda,  and  another 
blister  over  the  shoulder-joint.  Powder  continued. 
From  the  time  the  blister  was  applied  to  the 
shoulder,  it  swelled,  became  red,  and  had  every 
appearance  of  suppuration.  Blisters  were  put 
on  the  part  for  six  days,  to  prevent  an  abscess; 
and  the  bowels  were  freely  moved  by  cathartics 
every  other  day.  Prospect  of  this  happy  result 
growing  less  daily,  warm  emollient  poultices 
were  substituted  for  blisters,  which  last  were 
continued  a  week  longer.  Then  there  was  evi- 
dent fluctuation  of  matter,  and  sufficiently  near 
the  surface  to  warrant  an  opening.  An  incision 
was  accordingly  made  against  the  groove  in 
which  the  head  of  the  Biceps  muscle  plays;  12 
oz.  of  healthy  pus  were  discharged.  The  shoul- 
der was  dressed  with  a  single  headed  roller  and 
a  compress,  wet  in  spt.  and  water.  The  dis- 
charge for  a  month  was  12  oz.  daily;  as  it  di- 
minished, it  became  more  thin  and  watery,  or 
rather  oily,  with  large  coagula  of  yellow  pus. 
Roughness  of  the  bone  could  be  felt  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  ;  no  exfoliation  has  since  taken 
place.  The  strength  of  the  patient  was  kept 
up  by  bark,  wine,  cordial,  nutritious  food,  &c. 
The  bowels  could  generally  be  kept  free  by  cat. 
ammonia  and  cider,  taken  freely  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  and  always  by  a  little  magnesia. 

As  the  inflammation  subsided,  and  muscles 
and  capsular  ligaments  were  relaxed,  the  patient 
suffered  much  from  the  partial  dislocation  of  the 
joint,  which  took  place  on  every  movement;  the 
difficulty  was  increased  by  the  strait  position  in 
which  the  arm  was  kept  by  the  stiff  elbow.  In 
this  case,  as  in  others,  after  inflammation  had 
subsided  entirely,  the  muscles  were  hard;  as  the 
relaxation  diminished  around  the  joint,  partial 
anchylosis  took  place.  To  remove  this  hard- 
ness, friction  with  volatile  liniment  twice  a   day, 


finger  !  The  passage  per  vaginam  became  ob- 
structed in  a  short  time  after  confinement.  It 
was  confidently  affirmed  by  the  parties  that  this 
new  hymen  had  never  been  perforated. 

Should  an  operator  doubt  as  to  the  course  a 
catheter  is  taking,  withdraw  it  a  little  ;  if  it  has 
been  making  a  passage  for  itself,  it  will  come 
back  more  easily  than  it  entered  ;  but  if  the  dif- 
ficulty only  results  from  some  part  of  the  canal 
griping  it,  it  will  probably  be  equally  difficult  to 
move  backwards  or  forwards,      robt.  bingham. 

12,  Golden-Sq.  London,  Sept.  9,  1822. 


Medical  School  in  South  Carolina. — During1  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  an  act  was 
passed,  giving-  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  the 
authority  "  to  organize  a  Medical  School  in  South  Car- 
olina." Accordingly  the  Society  has  proceed  to  organ- 
ize a  School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  in  Charleston. 

"  in  election  of  professors  for  this  school,  will  be 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  April  next.  The  chairs 
to  be  filled  are  those  of  Anatomy,  Surgery,  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Obstetrics  and  diseases  of 
women  and  infants,  Maleria  Medica,  Chymistry  and 
Pharmacy,  Natural  History  and  Botany.  It  is  expect- 
ed that  the  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  in  the 
month  of  November,  1324. 


Medical  Schools  in  New-York. — Two  applications  am 
now  pending  before  the  regents  of  the  University,  for 
the  establishment  of  Medical  Colleges,  one  in  Troy, 
and  anolher  in  N.  Y.  In  the  petition  from  the  for- 
mer place,  it  is  proposed  to  establish  no  less  than  seven 
professorships. 


During  the  month  of  February,  there  has  been  no 
prevailing  disease  in  this  vicinity  ;  the  weekly  bills  of 
mortality,  for  a  population  like  that  of  Boston,  have 
been  very  small,  28  being  the  greatest  number  of  deaths 
in  one  week.  Two  more  cases  of  small-pox  have  ap- 
peared in  Pleasant-St.  ;  the  patients  have  been  remov- 
ed to  Hospital-Island,  where  a  young  woman  who  was 
carried  from  Lechmere's-point,  died  of  the  same  disease 
five  days  since.  The  house  and  furniture  have  been 
fumigated,  and  such  other  precautions  taken  by  the 
Health  Commissioners,  as  to  give  security  to  the  inhab- 
itants in  that  section  of  the  city. 


and  close  bandage  were  resorted  to.  Under 
these,  with  attempts  to  move  the  joint  carefully 
at  first,  afterwards  more  freely,  complete  resto- 
ration of  the  joint  followed.  Nine  months  how- 
ever elapsed  before  he  could  resume  his  occu- 
pation as  a  tailor,  and  a  year,before  the  discharge 
of  matter  entirely  ceased. 

A  lady  belonging  to  C.  was  confined  in  Dec. 
1822.  The  physician  was  surprised  to  find  that 
the  nymphae  cohered  from  a  little  back  of  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  to  the  perineum  ;  the  pas- 
sage per  vaginam  was  entirely  closed.  On  in- 
quiry, the  following  was  related  by  the  parties 
as  facts.  At  birth  of  her  first  child,  about  a  year 
before,  she  suffered  a  tedious  and  lingering  la- 
bour. The  head  of  the  child  was  much  enlarg- 
ed by  presence  of  water. '  The  physician  who 
attended  her  distended  the  parts,  and  irritated 
the  os  uteri  till  a   blister  was  produced   on   his 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 

ENDING  FEB.  27,  FROM  THE  HEALTH-OFFICE  RETURNS. 

Feb.  18.— Samuel  Cushing,  37.  19.— Ellen  Boyle, 
2  ;  Betsy  Rogerson,  24.  20 — Francis  Dupee,  44  ;  Anna 
Hartwell,  18.  21 — Eliza  Ann  Batchelder,  2 ;  James 
Burk,  2  ;  Eliza  Hunt ;  Josiah  Brown  ;  Love  H.  Palmer. 
22 — Elizabeth  Thompson,  31  ;  Henry  Minns,  14.  24. 
— Child  of  Bradford  Sumner,  18  hours.  27. —  Henry  C. 
Lombard,  16  months. 

Intemperance,    1 —  Canker,    1  —  Consumption,   2 — 
Scalded,  1 — Lung-Fever,  1  —  Paralytic,  1 
matodes,  1 — Hooping-Cough,  1 — Infantile,  1 
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BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

HE  Spring  course   of  demonstrations  in  Anatomy 
and  Surgery, will  commence  in  the  Berkshire  Med- 
ical Institution  on  Monday,  the  loth  of  March  next. — 
le  Reading  Term  will  commenc 

J.  P.  Bi 

Pittsfield,  Mass.  Feb.  15,  1824. 


The  Reading  Term  will  commence  at  the  same  time. 

j.  p.  batchelder,  dean 
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MIDWIFERY. 
By  R.  Herbert,  M.D.  Rumney,  N.H.  Feb.  27,  1824. 
Mrs.  B.  set.  19,  was  taken  in  labour,  Nov.  15, 
1823,  of  her  second  child.      1|  hour,  pains  con- 
tinued regular,  then,  being  much  exhausted    by 
the  officiousness  of  the  midwife,  &c.  her    pains 
left  her;  great  distress  and  alarm  followed.    She 
continued  in  this  situation  for  nine  days,  the  mid- 
wife torturing  her  now  and  then  during  this  time, 
when  I  was  called;    her  pulse  was  full  and  fre- 
quent, skin  dry  and  hot,  os  tinea?   dilated  to  the 
bigness  of  a  cent,  and  very  rigid  ;   the  head  pre- 
sented.    She  was  in  very  great  distress,  but  had 
no  regular  pains  ;    the   external    parts  were  dry 
and    inflamed,  bowels  costive.     V.  S.  g  xvi,  cas- 
tor-oil  3  i,  warm  fomentations  to    the    pudenda, 
room  cool  and  quiet;    I  encouraged  her.     In  six 
hours,  the    oil    operated,  her  pulse  became  less 
frequent,  and  soft,  os  tincae  less  rigid,  and    more 
dilated;    she  had  no  regular  pains.     Ergot  3ss. 
in  infusion  ;    in    half  an  hour,  regular  pains  fol- 
lowed, membranes  burst,  and  the  chord  was  pro- 
truded ;    it    could  not   be    kept  above  the  head ; 
circulation  in  it  ceased.     In  half  an   hour  more, 
the  fetus  was  born  inanimate.     I  tied  and  divid- 
ed the  chord  as  usual,  and  wrapped  the  child  in 
warm  flannels;  the  placenta  followed  immediate- 
ly.    I  kept  up  artificial  respiration  in  the  child, 
rubbed  its  thorax  with  brandy,  stimulated  its  fau- 
ces v  ith  water  of  ammon.     After  long  persever- 
ance  and    exertion,  it  recovered.     Mrs,  B.    re- 
covered, but  slowly. 

LOSS  OF  SPEECH. 
A  mechanic  of  Boston,  several  years  ago,  ap- 
plied to  a  physician  for  advice,  under  the  follow- 
ing circumstances.  Thirteen  years  before,  while 
labouring  with  another  person,  his  companion 
knocked  him  down  on  the  floor,  beat  him  most 
severely,  and  particularly  gave  him  several 
severe  blows  on  the  breast.  He  was  taken  up 
nearly  lifeless,  respiration  being-  continued  with 
the  utmost  difficulty.  He  was  confined  to  his 
bed  7  months,  labouring  under  great  weakness, 
affection  of  the  lungs,  and  total  loss  of  speech  ; 
he  could  not  even  whisper  distinctly  for  13  yrs. 
Electricity  was  recommended.  When  the  first 
shock  was  passed  through  the  larynx,  he  fainted 
instantly,  and  frothed  at  the  mouth.  In  12  days 
it  was  repeated  ;  he  screamed,  and  again  fainted  ; 
his  own  voice  frightened  him.  He  raised  a 
tough  mucus  from  the  windpipe,  some  days  af- 
ter, which  greatly  relieved  his  respiration.  His 
voice  was  gradually  restored,  articulation  was 
soon  perfect,  and  he  is  now  free  from  any  com- 
plaint. 


FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL. 

W.  Williams,  labourer,  of  Union  Township. 
Ohio,  ast.  25,  15th  of  March  last,  was  descending 
the  Little  Miami,  at  an  unusual  rise  of  its  waters, 
in  a  large  ark  or  flat,  heavily  freighted,  it 
struck  the  branch  of  a  sycamore  tree,  which  pro- 
jected from  the  shore,  and  with  such  momentum, 
as  to  be  partly  unroofed  without  checking  its 
motion.     The   limb,  unbroken,  returning    by  its 


elasticity  to  its  natural  state,  against  the  current, 
struck  Williams  upon  the  principal  eminence  on 
the  right  side  of  the  upper  part  of  the  forehead. 
He  was  knocked  down,  and  hay  apparently  dead, 
fill  the  boat  passed  a  mile  or  two  before  it  could 
be  a-ot  in  to  the  shore.  He  then  became  sensi- 
ble,  and  was  taken  to  a  dwelling  house  in  An- 
derson township,  upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  a 
tew  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  Ohio. 

From  John  L.  Richmond,  M.  D.  of  Newtown, 
and  Dr.  Smith,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surg- 
ery in  Cincinati,  we  derive  the  following  inform- 
ation : — The  skull  at  the  place  of  the  blow,  was 
bared  for  some  distance, — extensively  fractured 
in  several  directions;  the  lower  portion  of  the 
bone  of  the  forehead,  from  the  wound  to  the 
root  of  the  nose,  and  of  considerable  breadth, 
was  pushed  partly  under  the  upper  portion,  and 
depressed  upon  the  substance  of  the  brain  i  of 
an  inch  ;  a  considerable  fissure  could  be  felt  be- 
tween it  and  the  upper  part  of  the  bones  of  the 
nose. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  surgeons,  there  was 
a  little  discharge,  with  blood,  from  the  mouth 
and  nose  ;  the  patient  had  pulled  from  the  wound 
a  triangular  piece  of  bone,  about  an  inch  iong, 
and  thrown  it  away.  Dr.  R.  first  came,  and 
looking-  at  the  discharge  upon  the  floor,  clearly 
perceived  portions  of  the  brain,  and  saved  a 
quantity  for  the  examination  of  Dr.  S.  The 
other  boatmen  stated  that  much  more  of  the 
same  substance  was  left  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat. 

Dr.  S.  arrived  late  in  the  night,  12  hours  af- 
ter the  accident.  The  patient  during  the  night 
vomited  a  little  upon  the  floor.  The  substance 
ejected  contained  a  large  tea-spoonful  both  of 
the  medullary  and  cortical  substance  of  the  brain. 
On  blowing  the  nose,  more  of  the  same  substance 
was  thrown  out,  at  various  times  ;  also  by  hawk- 
ing and  spitting.  The  patient  continued  sensi- 
ble, but  suffered  severe  pain  in  the  head,  and 
giddiness. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  so  necessarily  fa- 
tal was  the  case  judged  to  be,  that  Dr.  S.  was 
hardly  permitted  by  entreaty  to  perform  the  op- 
eration of  trephining,  on  the  grounds  that  if  the 
patient  died,  it  would  mitigate  his  sufferings.  He 
was  well  April  14th,  rode  home  on  horseback, 
is  as  sensible  as  ever,  except  the  entire  loss  of 
smell,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  hardest  la- 
bours ever  since. 

Cincinati,  (Ohio)  Feb.  12,  1824. 


REMARKS  ON  DR.  GOOD  S  STUDY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Cnnlinued  from  page  1C3. 

However  easily  ordinary  affections  may  be  re- 
ferred to  nosology,  founded  on  physiology,  the 
important  and  numerous  tribe  of  distempers  con- 
nected with  organic  disease,  must  ever  with  dif- 
ficulty, sometimes  with  violence,  be  forced  to 
occupy  the  situation  allotted  to  them.  The 
very  imperfect  condition  of  physiological  sci- 
ence must  considerably  h;n.^de  execution  of  such 
principle. 

Exclusive,  adoption  of  the  physiological  plan 
for  nosological  distinction,  must  lead  the  student 


to  assign  to  function  greater  influence  in  disease 
than  it  possesses;  and  make  him  overlook  the 
fact,  that  the  morbid  condition  or  affection  of 
function  in  disease,  is  almost  invariably  preced- 
ed by  change  in  the  minute  or  intimate  organi- 
zation of  some  part  or  parts  concerned  in  the 
morbid  process.  Frequently,  disorder  of  func- 
tion does  not  form  a  very  important  part  of  the 
complex  assemblage. 

In  Dr.  Good's  enumeration  of  the  diseases  of 
the  digestive  function,  the  mucous,  serous  and 
linteric  forms,  depend  on  an  inflamed  state  of 
the  gastro-enteric  villous  membrane,  and  have  a 
claim  as  strong  as  gastritis  or  enteritis,  to  be 
ranked  among  diseases  of  the  sanguineous  func- 
tion. Is  coryza  justly  placed  among  pneumatic 
maladies  with  polypus,  rhonchus,  and  the  mechan- 
ical imperfections  of  the  voice?  or  cough  justly 
associated  vvith  asthma,  nightmare,  and  rheu- 
matic pain  of  the  side  ?  Breast-pang  (angina 
pectoris)  is  not  so  much  a  disease,  as  an  assem- 
blage of  symptoms.  If  it  be  said  the  morbid  con- 
ditions above  alluded  to  are  connected  with  the 
functions  to  which  they  are  referred,  it  may  be 
answered,  that  many  other  morbid  actions  are 
equally  connected  with  it,  and  the  function  or 
functions  are  reciprocally  influenced  by  other 
maladies,  which  we  know  are  not  primarily  seat- 
ed in  them. 

The  most  opposite  and  unlike  maladies  are 
grouped  under  the  genera!  head  of  diseases  of 
the  nervous  function.  Morbid  sight  presents  13 
species,  of  which  two  only,  retinal  blindness  and 
squinting,  can  with  any  shadow  of  justice  be  call- 
ed diseases  of  nervous  function,  and  the  latter  is 
by  no  means,  in  every  circumstance,  of  this  de- 
scription. Several  of  these  species,  as  night- 
sight,  day-sight,  long-sight,  short-sight,  are  mere 
symptoms  of  peculiar,  unsound  slates  of  the 
transparent  or  other  textures  of  the  organ,  or 
depend  upon  variation  in  the  optical  qualities  of 
the  transmitting  mediums.  Humoral  opacity 
and  cataract,  consist  in  changes  of  the  transparen- 
cy of  certain  parts,  and  are  totally  unconnected 
with  nervous  disorder.  Opaque  cornea,  closed 
pupil  and  staphyloma,  are  unifoimly  the  result 
of  inflammation  ;  if  they  are  to  be  received  into 
nosology  as  diseases,  they  should  occupy  a  place 
with  inflammatory  affections. 

We  will  not  offer  our  opinion  on  the  propriety 
of  associating  cancer  and  tuberculous  destruction 
of  the  lungs,  with  plethora  and  hemorrhage;  it 
will  require  a  most  unwonted  exertion  of  inge- 
nuity to  demonstrate  the  resemblance  between 
morbid  fulness  and  distension  of  the  vascular  sys- 
tem, and  consumption  or  cancer. 

Our  author's  use  of  the  term  marasmus,  is  too 
vague.  Tabes  ought  to  be  expunged  from  no- 
sographic  language,  and  the  distempers  it  is  em- 
ployed to  indicate  should  be  referred  to  their 
true  situation.  Of  the  four  varietes,  purulent 
and  scrophulous  decline  pertain  to  another  place, 
(Parubysma.)  Venenata,  depending  on  poison, 
belongs  to  painters'  colic,  or  to  seme  process  of 
visceral  disorder.  Dorsalis  indicates  disorder  of 
the  genital  organs,  or  another  disease,  previous- 
ly latent,  but  subsequently  called  into  action. 
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As  to  the  error  of  referring  various  forms  of 
visceral  disorganization  (coacervation,  infarction) 
to  diseases  of  the  digestive  function;  the  local 
change  of  organization  is  originally  dependent 
on  the  structure  and  vascular  system  of  the  or- 
gan itself.  1  he  mesenteric,  intestinal,  and  omen- 
tal forms,  consist  in  organic  change,  or  of  new- 
formed  structure.  There  is  no  place  for  organ- 
ic affections  of  the  brain,  unless  we  refer  them, 
with  megrim  and  sick  headach,  to  the  g-enus  Ce- 
phelcea.  Restlessness,  antipathy,  and  symptoms, 
are  converted  into  diseases,  in  the  instances  ol 
sleepiness,  dizziness  and  fainting.  We  rind  a 
mottled  and  heterogeneous  class, — the  maladies 
of  the  excernent  function.  It  is  hardly  conceiv- 
able, that  a  sarcomatous  tumour,  a  bony  growth, 
or  a  rickety  softening  of  the  skeleton,  should 
arise  from  the  same  functional  disorder  as  drop- 
sy, emphysema,  or  a  cutaneous  eruption  ;  though 
the  arrangement  were  physiologically  well-found- 
ed, which  we  question,  it  proves  the  absurdity 
of  the  scheme,  when  applied  to  practical  medi- 
cine. 

We  tire  unable  to  discover  the  propriety  of 
making  visceral  inflammation  a  genus  compre- 
hending 18  ?pecies,  none  of  which  bear  very 
close  affinity  to  each  other,  and  converting  op- 
thalmy  with  six  species,  catarrh  with  two,  and 
dysentery  with  two,  into  separate  genera  :  with 
what  justice  can  cerebral  inflammation  be  made 
a  species  of  the  genus  with  bronchial  or  gastric 
inflammation?  or  ear-ach  referred  to  the  same 
genus  with  inflammation  of  the  liver  or  spleen  ? 
The  term,  visceral  inflammation,  is  too  vague. 
"We  cannot  apply  the  term  viscus  to  the  ear,  the 
parotid  gland,  the  throat,  or  the  larynx  ;  else, 
why  not  apply  it  to  the  eye  ?  Catarrh  and  dys- 
entery are  as  much  visceral  inflammations  as 
bronchitis  and  enteritis.  We  look  on  this  mode 
of  classification  as  the  extreme  love  of  physio- 
logical distinction,  producing  a  degree  of  incon- 
■sistency  with  itself,  and  confusion. 

Abscess  is  very  improperly  converted  into  a 
•separate  genus;  nor  is  ulcer  with  greater  pro- 
priety made  an  independent  malady.  Several  of 
the  genera  referred  to  the  order  Cenotica,  class 
Geaetica,  are  rather  symptoms  of  particular  dis- 
eases than  diseases  themselves ;  and  they  are 
symptoms  of  inflammation  occurring  very  nearly 
in  similar  circumstances  to  those  in  which  this 
action  is  developed  in  other  parts  of  the  system  ; 
as  with  several  forms  of  Leucorrhoea,  of  Blen- 
norrhoea,  and  even  most  of  the  cases  of  obstruct- 
ed menstruation  should  be  viewed  in  no  other 
light  than  as  symptoms  of  a  morbid  state  of  the 
womb  or  its  appendages.  Thus  symptoms  are 
converted  into  diseases,  and  true  diseases  either 
dwindled  into  nothings,  or  admitted  only  as  ca- 
pable of  being  ascribed  to  some  disorder  in  func- 
tion. 

Dr.  G.  has  omitted  to  show  the  intimate  na- 
ture of  the  morbid  processes  incident  to  the  or- 
ganic tissues,  and  of  their  effects  on  the  general 
system.  There  is  a  sparing  or  imperfect  state- 
ment of  pathological  facts,  sometimes  their  en- 
tire omission,  in  the  history  of  individual  dis- 
eases. His  pathology  of  organic  diseases  is  not 
such  as  the  recent  improvements  in  this  depart- 
ment demand. 
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till  oozing  of  blood  has  ceased,  and  is  then  care- 
fully wiped,  immediate  adhesion  is  much  more 
frequent  than  after  the  usual  mode  of  manage- 
ment. This  practice  has  been  for  some  time 
employed  by  several  London  surgeons.  It  is 
very  favourably  spoken  of  by  all  who  have  had 
recourse  to  it.  £  of  an  hour  has  generally  ap- 
peared sufficient  for  the  oozing  to  cease. 


William  Campbell,  M.  D.  of  Edinburgh,  relates 
a  case  of  laceration  of  the  perineum,  in  which 
the  whole  presented  one  continued  raw  surface, 
extending  from  the  nymphae  to  within  a  little  of 
the  point  of  the  cocyx.  The  os  uteri  was  very 
near  the  external  parts  ;  the  organ,  itself,  from 
want  of  the  usual  support,  having  descended  from 
its  natural  situation.  There  Was  no  line  of  de- 
marcation between  the  vagina  and  the  rectum. 
The  intestine  was  not  lacerated  ;  its  extremity 
was  seen  loose  and  unprotected,  projecting  be- 
tween the  nates.  The  sphincter  ani  was  de- 
stroyed ;  for  when  a  dose  of  opening  medicine 
was  given  to  the  patient,  she  had  not  the  power 
of  retaining  the  feces;  they  frequently  escaped 
involuntarily,  even  when  she  was  not  under  the 
influence  of  aperients,  while  the  intestine  itself 
protruded  to  a  very  considerable  extent  during 
the  expulsion  of  its  contents. 


After  great  operations,  M.  Dupuytren  pro- 
poses to  delay  dressing  of  the  wound  for  two  or 
three  hours.     When  the  wound  is  left   exposed 


CARCINOMA  OP  THE  MAMMA. 
By  Charles  Bell,  Esa.  F.  B.  S.  Ed.  1822. 

1.  The  same  disease  will  run  its  course  rapidly, 
and  with  every  symptom  aggravated,  in  a  wo- 
man of  45,  while  it  will  remain  stationary  for 
vears  in  a  woman  of  60  or  70.  In  an  old  woman, 
the  carcinoma  will  present  one  or  two  small  tu- 
mors exceedingly  hard,  attached  to,  or  incorpo- 
rated with,  the  wasted  mamma,  and  pectoral 
muscle.  The  skin  over  these  tumors  will  be- 
come attached,  discoloured  and  livid,  and  exhib- 
it great  venous  vascularity. 

These  hard  lumps  will  remain  very  long  sta- 
tionary, having  a  rosy  surface  slightly  ulcerated. 
The  ulceration  will  sometimes  close,  the  tumor 
remain  inactive,  while  constitutional  disease  is 
making  slow  progress.  The  patient,  excessive- 
ly extenuated,  will  sink,  from  continuance  of  a 
peculiar  hectic,  with  pains  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  spine,  head  and  shoulders. 

2.  Carninoma  belongs  to  that  term  of  life, 
when  the  uterine  functions  cease.  Menstruation 
becomes  irregular,  in  time  and  quantity.  There 
are  long  intervals,  after  which  the  discharge  is 
profuse,  with  unusual  disturbance  of  the  system. 
Pains  strike  through  the  mamma,  and  it  swells  ; 
the  general  fullness  and  tension  subsiding,  a 
"  hard  lump1'  is  felt ;  its  irregular  margins  mix 
with  the  breast.  The  hardness  extends,  until 
there  is  unusual  firmness  over  the  whole  gland; 
it  becomes  tuberculated,  or  knobby  and  irregular. 
The  veins  on  and  around  the  mamma,  become 
more  distinct,  larger,  and  of  a  deeper  blue;  the 
strength  declines,  and  flesh  wastes. 

The  nipple,  drawn  in,  and  incapable  of  erec- 
tion, is  retracted  in  comparison  with  the  irregu- 
lar convexity  of  the  mamma.  In  a  later  stage, 
the  nipple  and  skin  are  puckered  and  tucked  in. 
They  adhere  firmly  to  the  mass  below  ;  some- 
times there  is  bleeding  from  the  nipple,  an  un- 
favourable symptom.  The  glands  of  the  axilla 
are  early  affected  when  the  nipple  bleeds. 

3.  Sometimes  a  small  hard  tumour  is  felt  deep 
in  the  mamma.     It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  whe- 


ther or  not  it  is  a  part  of  the  giacd.  It  becomes 
painful,  draws  nearer  to  the  surface,  becomes  at- 
tached to  the  mamma  and  skin,  and  is  gradually 
incorporateo  with  them.  The  skin  becomes  dis- 
coloured, the  surface  moist ;  ulceration  and  dis- 
charge follow  ;  the  bottom  of  the  sore  is  foul 
and  siougi.y,  the  smell  offensive  ;  the  constitution 
sympathizes. 

The  whole  gland  is  now  hard,  adheres  to  the 
pectoral  muscle.  The  edges  of  the  sore  are 
particularly  hard,  darkly  red,  and  glazed.  The 
edges  are  rather  depressed  under  the  tumor, 
and,  as  it  were,  condensed.  This  will  certainly 
be  the  appearance  in  a  fat  woman. 

The  ulcer  is  deep  and  foul :  by  pressing  the 
tumor  laterally,  it  is  opened  ;  the  chasm  is  deep, 
like  a  wound  with  a  knife,  having  solid,  abrupt, 
sharp  edges.  In  proportion  to  the  depth  of  the 
ulcer,  the  surrounding  hardness  extends;  when 
the  breast  is  taken  betwixt  the  fingers,  it  feels  of 
a  stony  hardness. 

4.  The  disease  sometimes  propagates  itself  in 
the  cutaneous  glandular  texture.  Tubercles 
will  be  felt  around  the  nipple,  extending  to  the 
skin  of  the  breast,  neck  and  shoulders.  These 
tubercles  become  painful,  and  are  soon  attached 
to  the  skin  :  first  assume  a  high  red  colour,  then 
a  yellowish  transparency  in  the  centre.  They 
do  not  change  until  they  open  into  a  corrosive 
ulceration. 

5.  The  breast  presents  a  tumor  elevated,tu- 
berculated,  fixed  to  the  side,  and  one  consolidat- 
ed mass.  The  surface  is  granular,  darkly  red, 
with  a  bluish  cast.  This  tumor  ulcerates,  slooghs, 
and  bleeds  prefusely  in  consequence  of  the 
sloughing.  The  disease  is  propagated  by  tuber- 
cles under  the  skin,  towards  the  sternum  and 
clavicles.  Effusion  into  the  chest  is  an  early  ac- 
companiment. 

Sometimes  from  diminution  of  fat,  the  irregu- 
lar tuberculated  structure  of  this  disease  wili  be 
apparent  to  the  eye  and  to  the  touch  ;  in  another 
patient  the  breast  will  be  large,  full,  and  smooth, 
on!}'  marked  more  than  naturally  with  large  blue 
veins,  and  having  an  ulcer  in  the  substance  of 
the  breast. 

6.  Imposturnated  Cancer.  While  the  mamma 
is  not  yet  ulcerated,  it  will  swell,  soften,  point, 
finally  burst,  with  all  the  appearance  ef  a  scrof- 
ulous abscess.  A  large  chasm  appears  sloughy 
and  foul.  The  parts  around  this  chasm  become 
harder  and  tuberculated,  and  the  edges  are  evert- 
ed. 

7.  The  local  disease  makes  its  progress,  1st, 
by  ulceration,  i.  e.  by  absorption  ;  2d,  by  morti- 
fication, and  sloughing  of  successive  portions. — 
To-day,  the  symptoms  are  mild,  the  matter  bland, 
the  breast  tranquil  :  tomorrow,  full  of  pain,  tu- 
mid, the  discharge  thin  and  corrosive,  the  edges 
of  the  sore  sharp  and  of  a  fiery  red,  the  bottom 
full  of  sloughs.  Again  the  ulcer  appears  clean, 
and  shows  disposition  to  cicatize.  Sometimes 
a  cancer  will  close,  and  be  quite  healed  ;  the 
skin,  though  closed,  is  not  sound  :  it  is  too  vas- 
cular, of  a  dark  lake  colour,  and  the  parts  be- 
neath are  hard  and  irregular. 

8.  When  the  carcinoma  is  about  to  break  out 
into  open  cancerous  sore,  the  skin  becomes  at- 
tached to  the  tumour,  thin,  and  livid.  Small  ca- 
pillary vessels  cover  the  tubercles;  the  sword- 
pains  increase  in  severity  ;  imperfect  suppura- 
tion takes  place,  which  opens  in  a  deep  ulcer; 
a  foul  secretion,  cineritious-colour,  lines   the  ul- 
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cer,  and  (bin  fluid  is  discharged.  The  edges 
are  of  a  fiery  red?  the  skin  hard,  tuberculated, 
and  everted,  while  the  margin  is  turned  in.  A 
chain  of  tubercles  is  closely  incorporated  with 
the  skin,  of  a  bright  lake  colour,  with  a  shade 
of  livid  or  leaden  colour. 

9.  Often  the  sore  spreads  superficially  ;  there 
is  a  large  surface  ulcerated,  and  covered  with  a 
film  of  coagulable  lymph  ;  around,  there  is  a  re- 
gular elevated  edge,  composed  of  tubercles  ris- 
ing above  the  margin  of  the  skin,  very  vascular, 
livid,  hard,  and  exquisitely  painful. 

10.  There  is  a  continual  hectic.  The  coun- 
tenance is  pale  and  anxious,  with  a  slight  leaden 
hue  ;  the  features  pinched,  lips  and  nostrils  slight- 
ly livid,  pulse  frequent,  pains  severe.  In  the 
hard  tumours  the  pain  is  stinging  or  sharp:  in 
the  exposed  surface  it  is  burning  or  sore.  Pains, 
like  those  of  rheumatism,  extend  over  the  body, 
especially  to  the  back  and  lower  part  of  the 
spine  ;  the  hips  and  shoulders  are  subject  to  those 
pains.  Successively  the  glands  of  the  axilla  and 
those  above  the  clavicle  become  diseased.  Se- 
vere pains  shoot  down  the  arm  of  the  affected 
side.  It  swells  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  lies 
immoveable.  At  length  there  is  nausea  and 
weakness  of  digestion.  A  tickling  cough  dis- 
tresses her.  *  Severe  stitches  strike  through  the 
side  ;  the  pulse  becomes  rapid  and  faultering, 
the  surface  caeaverous,  the  breathing  anxious. 

11.  Carcinoma  Mamma  Hydatides.  The  tumor 
stnnds  prominent.  It  measures  less  round  the 
base  than  a  little  removed  from  the  side.  It  is 
not  hemispherical,  but  of  a  square  or  angular 
form.  The  nipple  is  prominent.  The  veins  up- 
on the  surface  are  of  a  great  size.  The  tumor 
to  a  very  late  stage  is  loose  from  the  pectoral 
muscle,  irregular,  not  equally  soft  or  elastic;  the 
elasticity,  at  certain  points,  distinguishes  it  from 
common  carcinoma. 

In  operating,  it  is  much  easier  to  turn  it  off 
from  its  connections  than  to  dissect  out  a  com- 
mon carcinoma.  Many  branches  of  arteries  re- 
quire to  be  tied.  This  tumor,  when  cut  into,  is 
distinguishable  into  clusters  of  lesser  tumors, 
which  are  firm  in  texture,  and  having  the  liga- 
mentous bands  both  forming  areolae  and  diverg- 
ing lines,  distinguishable  by  their  whiteness  from 
the  matter  they  embrace.  In  the  interstices  of 
the  tubercles,  some  larger  bags  or  cells  are  found, 
of  3rellowish  or  amber  colour,  of  various  sizes; 
the  larger  ones  contain  a  dark  fluid  like  blood, 
or  bile. 

The  remarkable  increase  of  one  or  two  of 
these  cells,  gives  a  prominent  and  square  char- 
acter to  this  species  of  carcinoma.  This  disease 
makes  its  attack  at  the  climacteric  period,  is  re- 
markable in  the  slowness  of  its  growth,  and  its 
longer  endurance  or  continuance  ;  nor  is  it  at- 
tended with  the  same  severity  of  pain  as  the  car- 
cinoma we  have  described.  The  glands  of  the 
axilla  are  free  from  disease  at  a  later  period, 
and  they  may  be  extirpated  with  more  sanguine 
hope  of  permanent  advantage. 

12.  Acute  Carcinomatous  Tumor  of  the  Mamma. 
Il  begins  in  a  hard  tumor  or  kernel  deep-seated 
in  the  mamma.  At  first  it  is  loose  :  after  a  month 
or  two  it  becomes  attached  to  the  skin,  and  the 
surface  is  discoloured.  The  hardness  extends 
to  the  whole  breast,  but  some  one  part  projects, 
is  more  discoloured,  exhibiting  a  purplish  red. 
The  surface  is  shining  and   elastic,  as  if  it  con- 


tained a  fluid.  The  pain  is  severe,  and  the 
tumor  shoots  like  a  whitlow. 

The  breast  enlarges  in  successive  divisions  of 
the  tumor;  as  it  extends,  the  structure  of  the 
skin  is  affected.  The  glands  of  the  skin  appear 
enlarged,  and  the  surface  becomes  studded  with 
small  white  spots  ;  as  the  dark  red  swelling  in- 
creases, the*e  become  more  distinct.  On  the 
most  projecting  division  an  oozing  takes  place; 
no  proper  suppuration  is  established.  Suddenly 
the  whole  tumour  swells  and  inflames  with  more 
threatening  redness,  and  pain.  The  countenance 
indicates  pain  and  anxiety.  The  skin  has  a  suf- 
fused yellowish  hue.  Lassituda  and  prostration 
follow. 

After  much  pain,  the  enlarged  tubercles  of 
the  skin  become  black  on  the  points,  break,  and 
discharge  a  little  blood  ;  after  this,  serum  drains 
through  the  dressings.  Suddenly  the  surface 
becomes  extensively  sloughy,  and  the  breast  is 
deeply  excavated.  I  have  witnessed  a  patient 
remarkably  relieved  of  pain  by  this  opening  up 
of  the  disease.  The  tumor  extends;  the  great 
excavated  ulcer  is  irregular,  black,  sloughy,  and 
most  offensive.  The  margins  are  elevated  and 
tuberculated ;  they  rise  high  in  an  irregular 
ridge  ;  distinct  tubercles  burst,  discharge,  morti- 
fy, and  form  deep  ill-conditioned  chasms.  The 
disease  extends  by  mortification  of  certain  of 
these  tubercles.  Sometimes  a  little  blood  is  lost. 
Still  the  ridge  extends,  and  the  most  appalling 
appearance  of  open  cancer  is  presented. 

13.  Carcinoma  commencing  in  the  Areola,  is 
rare  ;  begins  in  the  glands  of  the  areola.  The 
glands  become  tuberculated,  then  ulcerate.  The 
nipple  is  destroyed  by  ulceration.  A  dark  zone 
oi  discoloured  skin  extends  around  the  ulcera- 
ted surface. 

The  mamma  is  full,  round,  and  elastic ;  the 
other  breast  is  natural.  A  fungus  rises  ;  if  it  be 
destroyed,  another  soon  succeeds.  If  these  ex- 
crescences be  permitted  to  extend,  they  exhibit 
a  soft  vascular  fungus ;  in  their  growth  they 
draw  after  them  a  general  excitement  and  throb- 
bing, and  pain  of  the  whole  breast.  If  they  be 
destroyed,  this  excited  condition  of  the  breast 
subsides. 

When  you  think  you  have  subdued  the  dis- 
ease, symptoms  of  the  constitution  partaking  of 
the  disturbance,  show  themselves.  The  patient 
becomes  emaciated,  the  countenance  of  a  yel- 
lowish earthy  colour,  pains  strike  to  the  back 
and  loins,  and  she  sinks,  without  the  disease  of 
(he  mar»ma  appearing  aggravated. 

14.  The  acute  fungous  Tumor  of  the  Mamma, 
occupies  the  whole  gland.  The  base  is  hard, 
firmly  attached  to  the  pectoral  muscle;  a  dark 
purple  or  lake  colour  is  spread  over  the  tumor. 
The  tumor  seems  to  be  about  to  point  in  three 
or  four  places,  becomes  intensely  red,  the  sur- 
face granular. 


continues    but  a  very  few  days;    the  patient  de- 
clines rapidly  in  strength. 

INTERNAL  STRUCTURE  OF    THE  CARCINOMA  MAMMAE. 

The  parts  seem  intimately  blended.  In  the 
section,  a  hard  centre  is  observed,  with  bands  of 
a  firm  white  texture  diverging  from  it.  Branch- 
es of  these  form  meshes  ;  betwixt  these  meshes 
is  a  distinct  substance. 

Cancerous  tumours  have  the  laws  of  their  con- 
stitution ;  after  a  period  of  deceitful  indolence, 
they  acquire  activity;  the  structure,  which  was 
before  too  dense  for  inspection,  is  fully  blown 
and  developed.  If  the  nipple  be  fully  retracted, 
and  if  this  has  been  evi  lent  for  any  considerable 
time,  the  operation  has  been  too  long  deferred. 


When    it 


opens. 


no  matter  is  discharged  ;    a 


fibrous,  soft,  fungous  substance  is  disclosed, 
which  bleeds.  The  pain  is  very  severe,  throb- 
bing and  burning.  The  patient  falls  weak,  be- 
comes hectic,  pale  and  yellow.  She  sinks  rap- 
idly, probably  after  losing  a  quantity  of  blood 
from  accidental  disturbance  of  the  fibrous  fungus 
which  projects.  On  removing  a  poultice,  I  have 
seen  the  blood  spout  out  from  a  point.  In  the 
end,  the  general  hardness  has  subsided,  the  prom- 
inent, exposed,  and  ulcerated  surface  is  expand- 
ed.    Sloughs  appear  on  the  surface.     This  state 


HERNIA. 
By  J.  Lizars,  F.  R.  S.  Surgeon.    3D,  St.  Andrew's  S<J. 
Edinburgh,   1822. 

These  many  years  past,  I  have  used  decoction 
of  oak  bark  forg  reducible  hernia.  In  men  1 
have  cured  it  from  birth  to  75  years  of  age  )  in 
women  to  50  years.  Children  are  veiy  easily 
cured  thus,  particularly  of  umbilical  hernia. 

I  macerate  a  few  pounds  of  oak  bark,  in  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  cold  water,  for  12  or  24  hours, 
then  put  the  bark  and  solution  into  a  large  boiler, 
and  keep  the  fluid  at  the  boiling  temperature, 
over  a  gentle  fire,  for  2  or  3  days,  adding,  when 
required,  boiling  water  from  time  time,  so  that 
the  bark  be  always  covered.  The  intention  is 
to  extract  all  the  virtues  of  the  bark.  The  bark 
then  should  be  removed,  washed  with  more  boil- 
ing water,  which  is  to  be  added  to  the  strong  de- 
coction, and  reduced  to  the  consistence  of  nearly 
an  inspissated  juice.  When  used,  it  should  be 
warmed,  to  suspend  the  astringent  matter;  the 
hernia  must  be  previously  reduced;  then  the 
groin  bathed  or  splashed,  and  the  truss  applied 
immediately.  The  application  should  be  repeat- 
ed 3  or  4  times  a  day.  In  this  way  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  curing  hernias  of  many  years'  stand- 
ing, in  a  few  weeks.  In  general,  it  requires  3 
months.  A  double  rupture,  one  of  which  the 
patient  had  laboured  under  twelve  years,  was 
cured  in  nine  days.  He  was  36  years  of  age. — 
The  tumour  does  pot  so  readily  protrude  after 
each  application  ;  local  heat  is  produced  ;  that 
deposition  of  substance  takes  place,  we  infer,  by 
the  treatment  proving  effectual  in  cure  of  crural 
hernia,  where  no  muscular  contraction  can  take 
place  to  any  extent. 

This  remedy  was  mentioned  to  me  by  a  mer- 
chant in  this  neighbourhood,  who  cured  himself 
after  having  laboured  under  the  disease  many 
years,  in  1757,  a  hospital  was  constituted,  near 
Westminster  Bridge,  for  ruptured  people,  and  a 
Mr.  Lee,  of  Arundel  St.  was  appointed  surgeon. 
This  gentleman  is  said  io  have  been  successful 
in  curing  men  belonging  to  the  army  and  navy, 
after  they  had  been  invalided  and  sent  to  Chel- 
sea and  Greenwich  Hospitals.  These  men  were 
returned  fit  for  the  service.  One  was  aer.  74, 
and  had  been  ruptured  for  ten  years.  I  can  find 
no  trace  of  the  treatment. 


On  leaving  Moscow,  in  the  campaign  of  1812, 
near  a  forest  I  heard  cries  of  lamentation  ;  I  could 
see  nothing  but  putrifying  bodies.  After  much 
pains,  I  discovered  at  the  bottom  of  a  ditch,  in 
the  interior  of  a  horse,  a  Russian  soldier,  whose 
leg  had  been   carried  away  by  the  charge  of  a 
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cannon.  He  had  remained  there  for  six  weeks, 
had  deprived  the  ribs  of  their  tlesb,  removed  the 
internal  parts,  and  thus  converted  the  thorax  in- 
to a  sort  of  cage,  enveloped  with  the  skin,  in 
which  he  lay  half  recumbent.  Abundance  of 
pus  flowed  from  his  wound,  and  added  to  the 
stench  of  the  carcase  on  which  he  fed.  Several 
other  horses,  lying  near  to  that  in  which  he  was 
situate,  bore  marks  of  his  voracity;  large  pieces 
of  them  having  been  detached  with  an  old  knife 
he  had  about  him.  He  seemed  hardly  sensible 
of  the  danger  he  had  encountered,  was  pale  and 
meagre,  but  his  strength  appeared  but  little  di- 
minished ;  his  movements  were  characterised  by 
firmness  and  assurance.  The  surface  of  the 
stump,  which  was  exposed,  was  unequal,  but 
covered  with  granulations  of  favourable  appear 
ance.  m.  begin. 


Alexander  Traliian,  a  medical  writer  of  Asia 
Minor,  in  the  fourth  century,  ascribes  to  the 
Hermodactyl  the  same  virtues  as  belong  to  the 
'  medicinal  water' of  Husson.  It  is  sufficiently 
ascertained  the  Hermodactyl  is  the  root  of  the 
same  plant  as  the  autumnal  colchicum;  it  is  also 
ascertained  it -is  to  this  last  that  Husson's  medi- 
cine owes  its  virtue.  I  have  experienced  in  my 
own  person,  all  the  beneficial  effects  that  have 
ever  been  ascribed  to  this  medicine. 

SIR  J.  BANKS. 

In  all  violent  and  protracted  bodily  exertions, 
strongly  nutritious  food  and  stimulant  liquors, 
immediately  before,  or  during  such  exertions, 
impair  the  animai  powers. 

A  method  of  preserving  fresh  provisions  with 
their  flavour  for  several  years,  has  stood  the 
most  satisfactory  test  of  experience,  and  is  well 
known  to  many  officers  of  the  navy.  I  have 
found  meat  thus  preserved  sound  and  well  fla7 
voured  after  six  years.  It  is  put  into  a  pot,  the 
bones  being  first  removed,  to  be  boiled  in  the  or- 
dinary way.  When  it  is  three-fourths  boiled,  it 
is  taken  out  and  put  into  jars,  which  are  filled 
with  broth  from  other  portions  of  the  same  meat. 
The  jars  are  then  corked,  luted,  put  into  bags, 
in  a  boiler  of  cold  water  ;  heat  is  applied  till  the 
water  boils,  and  the  boiling  temperature  is  kept 
up  for  an  hour ;  the  fire  is  then  extinguished, 
the  water  drawn  from  the  boiler,  and  the  bottles 
or  jars  taken  out.  sir  g.  elane. 

Westminster,  1822. 


Boston-papers  on  the  subject,  which  always  ap- 
pear written  in  French. 

An  aged  African  slave,  in  Georgia,  said  that  in 
his  dreams  of  his  youthful  events,  his  companions 
conversed  in  his  native  language  ;  since  he  had 
totally  forgotten  it,  when  he  dreamed  of  former 
friends,  he  could  not  understand  their  language. 
After  such  dreams,  he  felt  particularly  fatigued, 
from  the  embarrassment  of  not  comprehending 
their  desires. 

A  woman,  nearly  100  years  old,  who  died  a 
few  years  since  in  N.  H.  who  was  many  years  a 
captive  among  the  Canadian  Indians,  frequently, 
after  her  return  home,  dreamed  her  master  was 
telling  her  he  would  split  her  head  open  with  a 
tomahawk.  After  she  had  forgotten  the  Indian 
idiom,  she  ceased  to  be  haunted  by  the  remem- 
brance of  the  savage. 


Remedy  for  inordinate  bleeding  from  the  extrac- 
tion of  a  tooth. — Take  a  portion  of  the  while  of 
a  hard-boiled  egg,  and  pres§  it  into  the  bleeding 
socket,  by  approximation  ;  if  any  thing  mechan- 
ical can  stop  the  effusion,  this  congenial  sub- 
stance will.  W. 


"icige,  Mass. 


A  French  gentleman,  a  resident  in  Boston  for 
15  years,  who  speaks  English  with  the  utmost 
fluency,  and  rarely  has  occasion  to  use  a  sentence 
of  French,  says  that  in  his  dreams,  all  the  lan- 
guage which  he  fancies  he  uses  or  hears,  is 
French,  even  from  persons  whom  he  never  heard 
pronounce  any  other  language  than  English. 

Another  French  gentleman,  considerably  in- 
terested in  the  political  events  of  the  country, 
assures  us  that  after  he  has  had  a  political  dis- 
cussion, he    frequently  dreams    of  reading   the 


BIOGRAPHY. 
Edward  Miller  was  born  at  Dover,  in  the 
State  of  Delaware,  May  9th,  1760.  His  father 
was  the  Rev.  John  Miller.  Having  completed 
his  academic  course,  in  1778,  he  entered  on  the 
study  of  medicine,  soon  afterwards,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Dr.  Charles  Ridgely,  an  eminent  phy- 
sician of  Dover,  who  regarded  him  as  a  favour- 
ite pupil,  and  always  treated  him  with  peculiar 
and  affectionate  confidence. 

In  the  autumn  of  1780,  fired  with  that  patriot- 
ic ardour  which  he  manifested  till  his  latest 
breath  ;  not  at  all  discouraged  by  the  loss  of  a 
beloved  brother,  who  3  years  before,  had  fallen 
a  sacrifice  to  the  hardships  of  the  revolutionary 
contest ;  and  desirous  of  enjoying  the  advantages 
which  a  large  military  hospital  affords  ;  he  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  of  surgeon's  mate.  He 
served  little  more  than  a  year.  This  time  was 
chiefly  spent  in  the  hospital  at  Baseingridge,  N. 
Jerse}',  with  the  venerable  Dr.  Tilton,  Drs.  Lat- 
timer  and  Rodgers,  of  his  own  state. 

In  1781,  he  accepted  the  place  of  surgeon  on 
board  of  an  armed  ship  bound  to  France.  In 
this  voyage,  and  in  France,  he  spent  the  greater 
part  of  a  year.  Pie  carefully  improved  the  op- 
portunity to  acquire  the  French  language,  which 
he  ever  after  read  and  spoke  with  ease,  and  col- 
lected some  of  the  best  medical  books  in  that 
language.  The  two  following  winters,  he  at- 
tended courses  of  medical  lectures  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania.  He  commenced  ac- 
quaintance with  Dr.  Rush,  which  was  matured 
into  an  intimate  and  endearing  friendship. 

He  entered,  in  1734,  on  his  profession,  in  the 
village  of  Frederica,  near  Dover.  He  removed, 
in  the  same  year,  to  Somerset  County,  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  Maryland.  In  1789,  he  receiv- 
ed the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  University'of 
Pennsylvania.  On  this  occasion  he  published 
and  defended  an  inaugural  dissertation,  De  Phys- 
coniu  Splenica.  In  the  year  1796  he  removed  to 
New- York. 

In  the  autumn  of  1796,  Dr.  Elihu  H.  Smith, 
(a  practitioner  of  medicine  in  New-York,  whoso 
social  character  was  as  amiable,    as    his    under- 


dress  was  laid  before  the  literary  and  medical 
public  of  the  United  States  ;  in  August,  1797,  the 
the  first  number  of  the  Medical  Repositorj'  ap- 
peared. 

in  a  few  weeks  after  the  charter  was  granted 
to  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1807, 
professorships  were  formed,  and  professors  elect- 
ed. The  chair  of  the  Practice  of  Physic  was 
given  to  Dr.  Miller,  and  he  entered  on  the  du- 
ties of  his  office  in  November  following. 

In  1809,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  physi- 
cians of  the  New-York  Hospital ;  and  soon  after, 
received  the  appointment  of  Clinical  Lecturer  in 
that  Institution.  He  died  on  the  17th  of  March, 
1812,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  age. 

An  era  is  fast  approaching,  when  no  writer 
will  be  read  by  the  great  majority,  save  those, 
who  effect  for  bales  of  manuscript,  what  the 
screw  performs  for  bales  of  cotton — by  condens- 
ing that  into  a  period,  which  before  occupied  a 
page.  Readers  who  have  other  things  to  do, 
as  well  as  to  read,  prefer  that  book  which  af- 
fords them  most  knowledge  in  the  least  time. 

LACON. 


Cherefeddin  AH  relates  that  the  people  of  Ispahan 
supplied  70,000  human  skulls  for  the  structure  of  sev' 
eral  lofty  towers,  erected  by  order  of  Tamerlane. — 
Ahmed  Arabsiad  says  that  Bagdad  having-  revolted 
from  the  conqueror,  he  levied  a  tax  of  90,000  human 
heads.  _ 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New- York,  held  in  the  city  of  Albany,  Feb.  5, 
1824,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Society  offer  a  premium 
of  fifty  dollars  for  the  best  dissertation  that  may  be  pre- 
sented to  them  on  the  history,  causes  and  treatment  of 
Hooping-cough.  Also,  fifty  dollars  for  the  best  disser- 
tation on  the  remote  and  exciting  causes  of  pulmonary 
consumption. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 

Ending  March  5th,  from  the  Health-Office  Returns. 


Feb.  27.— Elizabeth  Downing,  69  ; 


Grubb.    28. 


— Meriam  M.  Philips,  2.  29. — Benjamin  Vanhorn,  45; 
Frederick  Dow,  10.    March  1. — Newell  Ranting  ;  John 

Mc  Carty  ; Mitchell ;  John  Capen.     2. — Elizabeth 

Fuller  ;  James  Cock  ;  Susannah  Rowson,  62  ;  John  Bal- 
lard, 73  •,  George  Caldwell,  3  days  ;  Jeremiah  Burrows, 
60  ;  Child  of  John  Hews,  14  days  ;  Abigail  B.  Adams, 
5  weeks.  3. — Thomas  Howe,  39  ;  John  Blake,  48  ; 
Mary  Heath,  12  mo.  4. — James  T.  Goodrich,  51  : 
Elizabeth  S.  Belcher,  6.  5.— Margaret  Holloran,  10 
mo. ;  Arthur  Ireton. 

Consumption,  4 — Stillborn,  2 — Throai-disfemper,  1 — 
Spotted-Fever,  1 — Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  1 — Sudden,  1  — 
Paralytic,    1 — Drou-ned,    1 — Typhus,    1 — Quiucy,    1 — - 


Fits,  1. 


standing  was  vigorous,  and  his  acquirements 
rare,)  conceived  the  project  of  a  periodical  pub- 
lication, to  embrace  medicine,  and  all  the  de- 
partments of  knowledge  connected  with  it.  He 
communicated  this  plan  to  his  friend,  Dr.  Miller  ; 
they  laid  their  design  before  Dr.  Mitchill,  lately 
returned  from  his  studies  and  travels  in  Europe. 
About  the  middle  of  November,  a  Circular  Ad- 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

THE  Spring  course  of  demonstrations  in  Anatomy 
and  '-;urgery,will  commence  in  the  Berkshire  Med- 
ical Institution  on  Monday,  the  15th  of  March  next. — 
The  Reading  Term  will  commence  at  the  same  time. 

j.  r.  batchelder,  dean. 
Pitisfield,  Mass.  Feb.  15,  1824. 
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FROM  AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

By  Alexander  Coventry,  M.  D.  President.  Oneida, 

Feb.  3,  182-1. 

Endemic  Fever,  originates  from  a  local  cause. 
1  find  it  impossible  to  assign  it  a  place  in  any  no- 
sology, with  which  I  am  acquainted  ;  I  have  seen 
it  assume  all  the  forms  described  under  the  term 
Pyrexia ;  in  the  same  individual,  it  often  com- 
mences with  most  violent  arterial  action,  yet 
ends  in  the  most  marked  nervous  debility. 

Had  I  remained  in  England,  the  country  of 
my  birth  and  education,  or  on  the  well  cultivated 
banks  of  the  North  River,  I  should  have  proba- 
bly to  this  day,  adhered  to  the  doctrines  I  im- 
bibed from  Cuilen,  and  pursued  the  practice 
taught  b}'  Gregory.  1  soon  found  nosological 
arrangements,  however  applicable  in  the  mild 
climate  of  Europe,  in  the  healthy  countries  of 
England  and  France,  avail  but  little  among  the 
swamps  and  marshes  of  the  New  World.  I  have 
witnessed  disease  approach  under  the  disguise 
of  an  intermittent,  yet,  before  sunset  of  the  third 
day,  hurry  the  patient  to  his  silent  abode.  Of- 
ten have  I  seen  it  commence  with  decided  marks 
of  malignancy,  yet  terminate  in  a  mild  tertian. 

Nothing  doubting  but  the  same  conclusions 
have  been  drawn  from  similar  premises,  and 
probably  long  before  the  present  time,  1  will 
submit  to  you  my  reasons,  derived  from  facts, 
collected  during  the  last  30  years  ;  in  some  of 
which  I  had  ample  opportunities  of  observing 
Endemic  Fever  under  all  its  various  phases. 

In  June,  1792,  1  arrived  with  my  family  at 
my  land,  near  the  outlet  of  the  Seneca  lake, 
then  called  the  Military  Tract,  sometimes  the 
Genesee  country.  An  accurate  description  of 
that  district,  is  in  No.  5,  of  the  New-York  Med. 
and  Phys.  Journ. 

I  lived  for  some  years  on  the  edge  of  a  marsh. 
Some  seasons,  the  labourers,  with  impunity, 
worked  in  the  marsh  for  weeks,  with  the  water 
as  high  as  their  ankles,  every  day  ;  at  other 
times,  they  sickened  in  48  hours,  and  1  was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  postponing  my  hay-making 
till  a  severe  rain  or  frost  altered  the  condition  of 
the  marsh.  If  abundant  rain  caused  the  water 
to  overflow  its  usual  bounds,  and  the  flood  con- 
tinued long  enough  to  drown  the  land-plants  on 
its  borders,  on  recession  of  the  waters,  vegeta- 
ble putrefaction  commenced  on  its  margin.  If 
the  season  proved  unusually  dry,  the  moisture 
was  insufficient  to  support  the  aquatic  plants, 
and  they  underwent  the  same  process  ;  thus  the 
draining  of  marshes  is  unhealthy  during  the  first 
season,  from  decay  of  aquatics  in  them.  In  two 
ponds,  at  the  north  end  of  the  Seneca  lake,  while 
they  had  a  free  communication  at  high  water 
with  the  lake,  no  bad  consequences  resulted  ;  if 
the  surface  of  the  lake  became  low,  one  of  these 
would  drain  off,  the  water-plants  perish,  proba- 
bly with  the  insects  on  them,  and  a  horrible 
stench  was  emitted.  This  commonly  lasted  a 
fortnight,  when  the  whole  surface  would  be  cov- 
ered with  a  crop  of  land-plants,  and  the  smei! 
would  cease  ;  a  heavy  rain  would  at  times  pre- 
vent this  ;    at  other  times  a  shower  would    pro- 


der  and  arm  ;  the  latter  swelled,  became  insensi- 
ble and  immoveable,  (he  had  used  this  in  the 
ditch.  He  became  comatose,  and  died  on  the 
eighth  day. 

RUPTURED  UTERUS. 
By  Charles  Frizell,  M.  D.  Dublin. 
See  Dr.  Stanton's  case  of  Mrs.  Williams,  as  reported 
to  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  by  Mr.  Kite  ;  also 
Dr.  Douglas1  of  London,  case  of  Mr.  Manning.  Dr. 
Hamilton  also  relates  an  instance  of  recovery,  and  Dr. 
Joseph  Clarke  in  his  Hospital  Report.  See  transactions 
of  the  Med.  Association,  page  392  ;  and  also  by  Labat, 
Medical  Transactions,  year  1808,  page  348. 

Bridget  Fagan,  admitted  into  the  Lying-in-Hcs- 
pital,  April  22d,  1814,  set.  30,  of  small  make, 
spare  habit,  and  tolerably  well  made,  had  six: 
children  before,  and  generally  severe  labour 
with  them  ;  with  the  present  child,  she  had  been 
in  severe  labour  nearly  three  nights,  and  the 
most  part  of  two  days.  Mr.  Grattan,  a  very  re- 
spectable army-surgeon,  found  her  exhausted, 
apparently  without  labour;  the  child's  arm  a 
long  time  expelled,  and  in  such  danger,  she  was 
brought  in  on  a  litter  or  bed,  4  o'clock,  A.  M. — 
1  found  her  pulse  very  feeble  ;  she  seemed  very 
indifferent  to  every  object  around  her;  at  inter- 
vals she  was  roused  from  this  state  by  hiccup, 
and  very  distressful  vomiting  ;  the  child's  arm 
was  quite  protruded,  black,  and  greatly  tumefied  ; 
the  shoulder  lodged  a  little  lower  than  the  supe- 
rior aperture  of  the  pelvis.  Directing  a  little 
wine  and  water  to  be  given  to  her,  after  some 
perseverance,  I  passed  my  hand  along  the  arm, 
past  the  shoulder,  into  the  uterus,  which  I  found 
closely  encompassing  the  body  of  the  child;  I 
brought  the  left  foot  into  the  vagina,  and  at  the 
same  time  returned  the  arm;  1  found  every  ef- 
fort unavailing  to  bring-  the  foot  farther  than  the 
external  parts,  though  aided  by  a  garter  noosed 
over  the  ankle.  Some  hemorrhage  superven- 
ing, the    master,   Dr.  Hopkins,   tried,  unsuccess- 


long  the  process:  the  other  pond,  which  was 
never  entirely  drained,  would  be  considerably 
later  in  affecting  the  air. 

Five  of  the  family  of  a  Mr.  Hawley,  of  Lu- 
zerne County,  Penn.  fell  victims  to  a  fever  caus- 
ed by  potatoes  decaying  in  the  cellar.  In  1806, 
i  wa3  called  to  visit  a  woman,  on  an  elevated 
situation,  at  a  distance  from  any  marsh  or  swamp; 
no  disease  prevailed  in  the  neighbourhood. — 
The  mother  and  two  children  were  confined 
with  remittent  fever,  an  uncommon  complaint  in 
that  vicinity.  I  found  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
door,  a  deep  hole,  dug  for  a  well,  but  never 
stoned  up,  fitted  with  rain  water,  and  a  number 
of  half  decayed  logs  in  it ;  a  stench  arose  from 
it,  resembling  the  bilge-water  of  a  foul  ship. — 
The  place  was  filled  up  with  gravel,  and  the 
sick  recovered.— March  4th,  1808,  I  visited  a 
sick  child  of  Mr.  M.  The  house  stood  on  a  san- 
dy ridge,  distant  from  any  ponds  or  marshes;  the 
country  was  remarkably  healthy  ;  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  sick  case  in  the  house  since  that  time. 
The  child,  aet.  3,  had  considerable  fever.  On  a 
subsequent  visit,  I  found  a  lad,  aet.  9,  on  the  bed, 
with  flushed  face,  blood-shot  eyes,  violent  head- 
ach,  furred  tongue,  full  pulse;  in  fine,  all  the 
well  marked  symptoms  of  bilious  remittent  fe- 
ver. Miss  M.  aet.  18,  complained  of  nausea,  pain 
in  the  back,  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth,  dull  head- 
ach,  the  adnata  yellow,  slight  fur  on  the  tongue, 
bowels  constipated.  Mrs.  M.  had  also  lost  her 
appetite,  and  had  pain  in  the  back.  On  my  first 
visit,  1  perceived  a  very  disagreeable  smell,  but 
every  thing  within  and  without,  bespoke  the 
neatness  and  cleanliness  of  a  respectable  English 
family.  On  my  third  visit,  as  the  fetor  continu- 
ed, I  inquired  whence  it  arose.  Both  mother 
and  daughter  assured  me  the_y  were  not  sensible 
of  any  uncommon  smell.  The  cellar  had  been 
well  cleaned  out  sometime  before,  but  8  bushels 
of  frozen  turnips  had  been  deposited  there  since  ; 

on  inspection,  the  turnips  were  found  complete- j  fully  to  extract  it;  loss  of  blood  continuing,  I  fri- 
ly  putrefied,  emitting  a  horrible  fetor;  a  brisk  |ed,  unsuccessfully,  to  get  the  other  foot ;  I  got 
west  wind  admitted  through  the   cellar-window,  J  the  crotchet  hooked  in  the  acetabulum  coxendi- 

Having 


vas  forcing  this  through  a  trap  door  into  (he 
hail,  and  through  every  crack  in  the  floor.  The 
cause  was  removed,  lime  strewed  on  the  wails 
and  bottom  of  the  cellar,  and  the  sick  soon  re- 
covered, On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  F.  therm, 
stood  at  three  degrees  above  cypher,  nor  rose 
above  25  during  the  sickness. 

March,  1822,  a  young  man  in  my  employ,  re- 
moving some  sheeps'  dung  and  litter,  in  a  stage 
of  putrefactive  fermentation,  to  the  effluvia  of 
which  he  was  exposed  the  most  part  of  two  days, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day,  suddenly  fell 
down,  complained  of  violent  headach,  vomited 
several  times,  had  nausea,  most  obstinate  cos- 
tiveness  supervened,  which  it  required  repeated 
doses  of  calomel  and  jalap  to  remove.  After  a 
continued  catharsis  he  recovered. 

Sept.  18,  1817,  a  lad,  *t.  18,  son  of  my  neigh- 
bour, while  passing  along  a  ditch,  west  of  my 
farm,  observing  some  small  fish,  endeavoured  to 
catch  them,  and  wrought  an  hour  in  the  stagnant 
water  ;  towards  evening,  next  day,  he  had  chills, 
nausea,  headacht severe  pain  in  the  right  shoul- 


cis  ;  it  t«re  its  way  towards  the  knee, 
disengaged  the  instrument,  on  making  a  slight 
effort  to  extract  the  child,  the  leg,  almost  putrid, 
came  away  from  the  knee.  1  attempted  again 
to  obtain  the  other  foot,  and  found  the  intestines 
surrounding  it;  withdrawing  my  hand  somewhat, 
I  got  it  into  the  womb,  and  laid  hold  of  the  other 
foot,  but  could  not  bring-  it  down  into  the  pelvis, 
owing  to  the  weakness  of  my  hand,  the  foot  slip- 
ping, and  the  situation  of  the  child.  1  passed  in 
my  left  hand,  and  secured  the  foot;  I  then  con- 
veyed the  hooked  part  of  the  crotchet  along  my 
arm  into  my  band,  and  hooking  it  in  the  foot, 
firmly  grasped  ail  together;  and  with  the  right 
making  the  extraction,  succeeded  in  partly  bring- 
ing down  the  child  ;  after  which,  1  found  little 
difficulty  in  delivering  the  remainder.  In  ex- 
tracting the  placenta,  shortly  after,  I  found  the 
rupture  commenced  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
symphysis  pubis,  and  proceeded  en  the  left  side, 
to  nearly  the  middle  of  the  opposite  part  of  fhe 
sacrum.  I  pushed  the  protruding  intestines  up 
pretty  high,  and,  slowly  withdrawing    the  hand, 
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brought  the  edges  of  the  rupture  to  overlap  one 
another,  as  the  womb  had  contracted  a  little.  I 
got  her  settled  on  the  couch,  placing  her  on  (he 
right  side,  by  6,  A.  M. ;  an  anodyne  draught  was 
administered,  and  directions  left  that  she  should 
not  be  removed.  8i  A.  M.  she  seemed  tolerably 
free  from  pain,  and  disposed  to  sleep. 

Ordered  her  sub-mur.  of  mercury,  gr.  v  ;  in  2 
hours  afier,  infusion  of  senna,  with  sulphate  of 
magnesia.  1  P.  M.  an  injection,  and  to  continue 
the  mixture  every  three  hours;  towards  even- 
ing, it  operated  tolerably  well.  Continue  the 
mixture. 

April  23d,  she  was  not  so  well,  complained  of 
great  soreness  and  pains  in  the  hypogastric  re- 
gion, increased  by  pressure  :  she  could  scarcely 
bear  the  touch;  had  not  made  any  water;  I  drew 
a  pint  of  dark  urine  with  the  catheter:  pulse 
120 ;  skin  hot  and  dry;  some  headach  and  thirst. 
Ordered  the  abdomen  to  be  fomented,  and  bled 
her  7  oz.  when  she  ^'mted.  Directed  an  enema, 
and  the  mixture. 

She  was  discharged  convalescent,  May  8th.  I 
have  seen  the  woman  since,  and  heard  she  had 
another  child.  I  uaderstand  she  enjoys  good 
health. 


ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF  INTESTINAL  WORMS. 
By  J.  M.  BiRRY,  M.  D.  Cork,  Sept.  1818. 

April,  1797,  Mr.  H.  in  this  county,  consulted 
Dr.  Longfield  and  myself  for  removal  of  vermic- 
ular ascarides,  with  which  he  and  his  wife  and 
children  were  most  severely  afflicted  ;  the  symp- 
toms were  such  as  usually  denote  presence  of 
worms  of  this  class.  They  first  attacked  him- 
self and  family  three  or  four  years  before,  after 

coming  to  reside  at ,  within  two  miles   of 

the  town  of  Macromp,  where  he  built  a  house  ; 
there  is  a  spring  of  very  fine  water,  which  sup- 
plied his  house.  Strangers,  after  residing  at  his 
house  for  any  time,  were  sure  to  be  attacked 
with  the  ascarides  ;  several  servants  who  lived 
with  him  have  never  failed  in  a  few  days  to  pass 
these  worms,  and  after  longer  residence  have 
become  affected  in  the  same  degree  with  the 
rest  of  the  family,  and  continued  so  while  in  his 
service. 

Being  from  home  for  two  months  on  business, 
the  preceding  summer,  he  requested  his  brother 
would  take  care  of  his  house.  His  brother  was 
at  that  time  in  excellent  health,  but  was  not  ma- 
ny days  in  the  place  before  he  was  seized  with 
the  usual  precursory  symptoms,  and  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life  passed  a  great  number  of  ascar- 
ides. Mr.  H.  and  such  of  his  famity  as  accom- 
panied him,  were  all  greatly  relieved  from  the 
uscarides  before  the  termination  of  the  two 
months,  without  medicine.  He  had  no  sooner 
returned  to  his  house,  than  his  old  enemies  again 
assailed  him  and  his  companions,  with  all  their 
former  virulence  ;  and  have  never  since  ceased 
to  toroient  him  and  his  entire  family.  We  re- 
quested Mr.  H.  to  examine  the  water  of  the 
spriDg  very  minutely  from  time  to  time. 

Some  time  after,  Mr.  H.  informed  me,  the  con- 
linual  uneasiness  and  torture  which  he   and    his 


liation  orGure  by  ordinary  means  :  the  evil  seem- 
ed daily  increasing,  and  his  flight  was  accelerat- 
ed, by  a  discovery,  recently  made  by  Mrs.  H., 
who  in  her  daily  visits  to  the  spring,  on  which 
their  suspicions  had  been  long  fixed,  discovered 
myriads  of  dark  coloured  little  worms  in  the  wa- 
ter, resembling  io  every  respect  bui  colour,  the 
ascarides  which  the  family  were  in  the  constant 
habit  of  passing  from  the  bowels. 

The  spring  was  in  the  centre  of  some  marshy 
ground,  adjoining  a  coarse  schistous  rock  to  the 
north,  and,  to  the  south,  by  the  river  Lee,  which 
divides  into  several  channels  at  this  place,  and 
forms  numerous  woody  and  marshy  islands.  On 
agitating  the  water  of  the  spring  gently,  I  per- 
ceived incalculable  numbers  of  little  animals 
moving  rapidly  through  it  in  all  directions.  I 
immediately  caused  some  of  them  to  be  taken 
out  by  means  of  a  jug.  They  varied  in  length 
from  i  an  inch  and  under,  to  £  of  an  inch,  ta- 
pering gradually  from  the  head  to  the  tail,  which 
ended  in  a  point,  the  largest  being  as  thick  as  a 
stout  packthread,  the  smallest  so  minute  as  to 
be  scarcely  visible  without  a  magnifier  ;  others 
of  all  the  intermediate  sizes.  The  colour  of  the 
largest  worms,  and  those  of  a  middle  size,  was 
dark  brown  when  taken  from  the  well ;  on  wip- 
ing them  gently  with  a  napkin,  the  colour 
changed  to  a  very  pale  yellow,  of  which  colour 
were  numerous  small  worms. 

On  comparing  the  worms  of  the  well  with 
those  discharged  from  the  bowels,  the  resem- 
blance was  exact  in  shape,  and  external  appear- 
ance. The  largest  worms  exceeded  in  size  those 
passed  from  the  body,  but  not  remarkably;  and 
they  differed  in  being  dark  coloured.  But  brown 
ascarides  are  sometimes  discharged  from  the 
body  ;  and  there  are  numerous  instances  to  shew, 
that  animals  as  well  as  vegetables  become  light 
coloured  by  immersion  in  darkness.  [See  Med. 
Int.  p.  22.  ~~v 


DISLOCTIONS. 

From  Sir  A.  Cooper's  Treatise. 

A  dislocation  is  displacement  of  the  articulato- 
ry  portion  of  a  bone,  from  the  surface  on  which 
it  was  naturally  received. 

No  accidents,  peculiar  to  the  human  system, 
require  more  prompt  assistance,  or  have  a  ten- 
dency to  affect  the  reputation  of  an  inexperienc- 
ed surgeon  more  than  luxations.  The  longer  a 
limb  remains,  before  an  attempt  at  reduction  is 
made,  the  difficulty  of  accomplishing  it  is  pro- 
portionably  increased  :  frequently,  it  is  impossi- 
ble. If  the  nature  of  the  injury  is  unknown,  and 
the  luxation  unreduced,  the  patient  is  a  living 
memorial  of  the  surgeon's  ignorance.  Correct 
anatomical  knowledge  is  requisite  to  detect  these 
accidents,  and  suggest  the  proper  mode  of  re- 
duction. Students  dissect  off  the  muscles  of  a 
limb  with  great  neatness  and  minuteness,  and 
then  too  often  throw  it  away,  without  examining 
the  ligaments,  the  surgical  knowledge  of  which  is 
infinitely  more  important  than  of  the  muscles. 

Many  hospital-surgeons,  who  have  neglected 
constant  cultivation  of  anatomy,  mistake  these 
accidents;  pullies  have  been  applied  to  a  hospi- 
tal-patient, in  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh 


family  experienced    from   the  ascarides,  nearly  bone,  mistaken  for  dislocation.     The  form  of  the 


destroyed  all  enjoyment  of  his  existence,  and 
forced  him  to  come  into  Macromp  to  live,  with 
the  greatest  reluctance,  as  it  was  in  other  re- 
spects his  interest  and  inclination  to  remain  :  the 
sufferings  of  his  family  admitted  neither  of  pal- 


extremities   of  bones,  their   articulation,  the  di 
rection  in  which  their    most    powerful    muscles 
act,  should  be  thoroughly  understood. 

Tumefaction  from  extravasation  of  blood,  ten- 
sion resulting  from  inflammation,  &,c.  render   it 


difficult  in  some  instances  for  the  most  experi- 
enced surgeon  to  be  assured  of  the  extent  of  an 
injury;  conclusions  drawn  at  the  time  when  the 
muscles  are  wasted,  the  swelling  dispersed, 
when  the  head  of  the  bone  can  be  distinctly  felt, 
&c.  show  less  skill,  than  at  the  moment  when 
injuries  of  this  character  are  sustained. 

The  immediate  effect  of  dislocation,  is  to 
change  the  iorm  of  a  joint,  often  the  length  of  a 
limb ;  to  almost  destroy  motion  in  the  part,  after 
the  muscles  have  had  time  to  contract,  and  to 
alter  the  axis  of  the  limb. 

In  some  dislocations,  the  limb  is  shortened ;  if 
the  limb  be  elongated,  the  principal  muscles 
around  the  joint  will  be  completely  tense  :  they 
have  been  so  stretched  as  to  be  torn.  Blood  el- 
used  round  a  joint,  may  entirely  conceal  the  sit- 
uation of  the  ends  of  the  bones. 

The  altered  position  of  the  limb,  in  each  acci- 
dent, is  too  much  the  same  to  induce  a  belief  of 
any  other  than  muscular  influence.  In  fracture 
of  the  thigh-bone,  the  knee  is  directed  outward  ; 
in  dislocation,  it  is  turned  inward ;  the  difference 
arises  from  the  greater  capacity  of  the  bone  to 
roll  on  its  axis  when  the  neck  is  broken.  In  the 
first  moments  of  dislocation,  considerable  motion 
remains.  A  man  was  brought  into  Guy's  Hospi- 
tal, who  a  few  minutes  before,  had  the  thigh- 
bone dislocated  into  the  oval  foramen  :  at  the  dis- 
located part,  the  bone  was  very  moveable  :  in 
three  hours,  it  was  firmly  fixed. 

From  pressure  of  the  head  of  the  bone  on  the 
muscles,  severe,  obtuse  pain  arises,  frequently 
rendered  more  acute  from  pressure  on  a  nerve : 
from  this  cause,  the  lower  part  of  a  limb  is  not 
uncommonly  palsied. 

FRACTURE  OF  THE  UPPER  PART  OF  THE    THIGH-BON'S. 

In  most  of  these  cases,  it  is  exlremely  difficult 
to  detect  the  difference  beiween  a  fracture  and 
dislocation.  The  different  species  of  fracture 
are  not  easily  distinguished.  Fractures  are  much 
more  frequent  than  dislocations.  But  two  dislo- 
cations of  that  bone  are  received  into  Guy's  and 
St.  Thomas'  Hospitals,  in  a  year,  upon  an  averj 
age  ;  they  are  rarely  without  examples  of  frac- 
ture. 

The  first  kind  of  fracture  is  entirely  in  the 
capsular  ligament;  the  second,  through  the  neck, 
at  its  junction  with  the  trochanter  major;  the 
third  is  through  the  trochanter  major,  beyond 
this  junction. 

In  the  first  kind,  the  leg  is  generally  one,  two, 
and  often  three  inches  shortened  ;  the  trochan- 
ter major,  separated  from  the  neck,  is  drawn  up 
by  the  muscles  as  high  as  the  ligament  will  per- 
mit, resting  on  the  rim  of  the  acetabulum  and 
ilium.  Difference  in  the  length  of  the  limbs  is 
best  ascertained,  by  comparing  the  malleoli  when 
the  patient  is  recumbent.  The  retraction  which 
first  ensues,  is  easily  overcome,  by  extending  the 
shortened  limb  ;  it  returns  to  its  former  position 
the  moment  extension  is  neglected.  This  is  a 
certain  evidence  of  the  nature  of  the  fracture  ; 
in  a  little  time  the  muscles  acquire  a  fixed  con- 
traction, which  resists  powerful  extension.  The 
foot  and  knee  are  turned  out  by  the  obturatores, 
pyriform,  gemini.  quadratus,  pectinalis  and  tri- 
ceps muscles.  In  dislocation  upward,  the  head 
and  neck  of  the  bone  will  prevent  the  trochan- 
ter from  being  drawn  backwards,  as  readily  takes 
place  in  fracture.  Several  hours  may  elapse  be- 
fore fixed  contraction  is  produced. 
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The  limb  is  not  turned  in,  if  the  muscles  are 
permanently  contracted  :  in  another  kind  of  frac- 
ture, particularly  of  the  trochanter,  the  limb  is 
turned  in.  In  fractures  within  the  ligament, 
horizontal  posture  is  the  only  easy  one  ;  attempts 
to  rotate  the  leg,  particularly  inward,  excite  im- 
mediate pain  ;  the  broken  bone  rubs  against  the 
inside  of  the  ligament.  The  pain,  in  this  acci- 
dent, is  in  the  upper  and  inner  part  of  the  thigb, 
near  the  trochanter  minor,  where  the  iliacus 
and  great  psoas  are  inserted.  Extension  is  not 
difficult ;  flexion  inward  always  produces  pain. 
Almost  invariably,  the  trochanter  is  drawn  up- 
wards towards  the  ilium  ;  the  broken  neck  of  the 
bone  attached  to  it,  is  nearer  the  spine  of  the 
ilium  than  the  trochanter  major;  while  the  frac- 
ture remains  unreduced,  it  can  be  distinctly  felt 
on  the  back  of  the  ilium.  If  the  patient  be  erect, 
the  toes  rest  on  the  floor,  and  the  heel  is  con- 
siderably elevated  ; — the  prominence  of  the  hip 
is  diminished,  and  the  knee  and  feet  turned  out. 

Crepitation,  noticed  in  other  fractures,  is  not 
detected  when  the  patient  is  on  his  back;  but  if 
the  limb  be  extended  to  the  length  of  the  sound 
one,  and  rotated,  specially  inward,  crepitation 
will  be  produced.  Sometimes,  even  when  the 
patient  is  standing,  if  the  limb  be  rotated  inward, 
crepitation  is  distinguished.  Sir  A.  Cooper  be- 
lieves women  are  more  liable  to  this  kind  of  frac- 
ture, than  men ;  aged  females,  more  than  the 
young. 

In  youth,  the  arteries  deposit  more  than  the 
absorbents  can  remove ;  hence  the  speedy  re- 
union of  fractured  bones.  In  middle  age,  under 
due  bodily  exercise,  the  system  is  nearly  sta- 
tionary. In  old  age,  the  arteries  are  infinitely 
less  active  than  the  absorbents;  hence  the  bodily 
weight  is  lessened,  and  the  bones  become  spongy. 

..   .  fV»/V\, '     — 

DISEASE  OF  THE    ARM  FROM  NEEDLES  INTRO- 
DUCED IN  IT. 
By  Richard  Carmichael,  M.  R.  I.  A.  Surgeon  of  the 
Richmond  Hospital,  (Dublin)  House  of  Industry,  &c. 

A  young  woman  was  admitted  into  the  Rich- 
mond hospital,  July  23d,  1818,  on  account  of  a 
painful  swelling  of  the  left  hand  and  arm,  ex- 
tending considerably  above  the  elbow.  The 
limb  resembled  one  under  phlegmasia  dolens  ; 
the  fingers  were  bent;  no  fluctuation  could  be 
discovered  ;  the  pain  was  excessive,  so  as  alto- 
gether to  prevent  rest,  unless  strong  anodynes 
were  employed ;  symptomatic  fever  was  consid- 
erable. 

The  patient  ascribed  the  complaint  to  a  nee- 
dle, which  she  averred  had  broken  in  the  palm 
of  her  hand  six  weeks  before;  and  stated,  that 
at  present  she  felt  the  point  of  it  at  the  back  of 
her  hand.  Upon  this  part  I  cut  down,  fruitless- 
ly. Warm  fomentations  and  poultices  were  or- 
dered, with  frequent  mercurial  cathartics;  the 
pain  and  tension  gradually  increased.  Sometime 
afterwards,  the  skin  and  fascia  covering  the  mus- 
cles a  little  above  the  wrist  on  the  fore  part  of 
the  arm,  where  the  tension  was  greatest,  were 
divided  to  the  extent  of  three  inches,  so  as  to  lay 
bare  the  muscles,  without  relief,  though  the  an- 
nular ligament  of  the  wrist  was  afterwards  di- 
vided. A  dark  fundus  in  a  few  days  considera- 
bly projected  beyond  the  surface  of  the  skin. 

The  swelling  extended  to  three  inches  from 
the  top  of  the  shoulder,  where  it  terminated 
abruptly.     Diarrhoea  set  in,  and  her  constitution 


was  evidently  sinking.  Amputation  was  per- 
formed, Sept.  21st,  close  to  the  shoulder  joint. 
The  circulation  was  completely  commanded  by 
pressure  on  the  artery  above  the  clavicle. 

The  thickening  and  enlargement  was  found  to 
arise  altogether  from  tymph  and  serum,  nor  was 
there  the  slightest  sign  of  suppuration.  The 
bones  of  the  carpus  and  extreme  ends  of  the  ra- 
dius and  ulna  were  so  soft,  as  to  yield,  and  be 
easily  broken  by  pressure  of  the  nail. 

We  found  the  needle,  and  six  others,  each  A 
an  inch  long,  in  the  pronator  quadratus  muscle, 
under  the  incision  ;  some  of  them  between  the 
radius  and  ulna,  others  in  the  periosteum  of  the 
bones.  Similar  fragments  of  needles  were  after- 
wards found  by  the  pupils — one  in  the  palm  of 
the  hand,  other*  in  the  fore-arm  above  the  qua- 
dratus;  none  had  entered  tendon  or  nerve. 

The  muscle  in  which  they  lay  was  almost  a 
firm  jelly  ;  they  were  every  where  surrounded 
by  firm  lymph,  almost  of  the  consistence  of  soft- 
ened cartilage.  These  fragments  were  ten  in 
number. 


DISEASE  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

By  Samuel  Black,  M  D.  M.  R.  I.  A.  Newry,  Ireland, 

August,  1818. 

April  22,  1810,  Master  E.  C ,  set.  9,  a  fine 

healthy,  lively  boy,  left  his  father's  house,  on 
the  evening  of  Easter-Sunday,  with  the  servants. 
At  a  place  of  vulgar  dissipation  and  amusement, 
the  servants  gave  the  boy  some  whiskey  ;  from 
the  information  I  could  gain,  the  quantity  was 
by  no  means  such  as  could  have  led  to  appre- 
hensions of  effects  so  disastrous.  He  was  soon 
in  such  a  state  of  intoxication,  that  it  became 
necessary  to  carry  him  home.  On  the  way,  he 
vomited  ;  at  home,  he  was  put  to  bed.  In  the 
night,  his  parents  became  alarmed,  and  at  5 
o'clock  Monday  morning,  I  was  called.  I  found 
him  in  high  fever,  the  animal  heat  very  great, 
countenance  much  flushed,  pulse  138,  strong  and 
full,  and  most  violent.  He  was  in  complete  stu- 
por and  insensibility,  and  had  not  spoken.  There 
was  no  power  of  swallowing.  I  had  him  brought 
into  a  large,  cool,  airy  room,  where  he  was 
placed  on  a  woman's  knee,  the  head  kept  com- 
pletely erect;  limbs  wrapped  in  flannel ;  head, 
neck,  breast  and  upper  part  of  the  trunk  sponged 
with  cold  water  and  vinegar,  repeated  till  his 
heat  was  brought  towards  the  natural  standard, 
which  was  in  an  hour.  Then  the  subsultus  ten- 
dinum  and  violent  starting  had  ceased;  action  of 
the  heart  was  much  moderated,  pulse  108.  A 
mug  of  cold  water  was  held  to  his  lips  ;  he  did 
not  swallow,  but  caught  the  vessel  between  his 
teeth,  with  a  convulsive  effort,  so  that  when  the 
vessel  was  withdrawn,  a  piece  of  it  was  firmly 
retained  between  his  teeth. 

In  another  hour,  he  began  to  swallow  cold 
water,  which  was  highly  grateful.  Purgative 
enemata  had  been  administered  with  some  effect. 
At  noon,  he  attempted  to  speak  a  word  or  two, 
the  tendency  of  which,  as  far  as  could  be  col- 
lected, seemed  to  be  to  complain  of  headach. — 
Twelve  leeches  were  applied  to  the  forehead 
and  temples,  which  bled  copiously.  In  the  even- 
ing he  drank  freely  of  whey  and  lemonade.  At 
10,  P.M.  he  had  a  slight  convulsion,  which  recur- 
red several  times  during  the  night.  At  ten  next 
morning,  the  stupor  was  very  great;  pulse  very 
irregular,  between  70  and  80.  The  pupils  were 
dilated.     More  leeches  were  applied  ;   a  blister 


over  the  entire  scalp  ;  three  grains  of  calomel 
were  directed  every  hour  till  free  evacuations 
were  procured,  and  infusion  of  senna,  ifnecessary. 
Convulsions  increased  in  frequency  and  violence, 
and  he  expired  at  10,  P.  M. 

John  Cluggish,  aet.  50,  was  brought  into  the 
hospital,  Aug.  1817,  under  the  usual  symptoms 
of  typhus.  He  was  only  4  feet  high,  his  bones 
distorted  from  infancy,  his  frame  extremely  ro- 
bust and  muscular,  head  uncommonly  large.  He 
had  numerous  petechias,  much  headach  and  de- 
lirium. He  remained  in  the  hospital  9  weeks, 
his  fever  having  proved  severe  :  six  of  those 
weeks,  he  was  considered  convalescent  from  fe- 
ver. He  continued  altogether  deaf,  incapable 
of  being  roused  by  any  thing,  and  labouring  un- 
der high  debility.  His  appetite  was  voraciou9. 
During  the  last  six  weeks  of  his  life,  there  was 
very  copious  fetid  feculent  discharge  from  both 
ears;  and  during  the  fever,  a  parotid  swelling  on 
each  side,  brough  forward  by  warm  poultices. — 
The  abscess  on  each  side  discharged  purulent 
matter  most  copiously,  for  a  considerable  time. 
Ten  days  before  his  death,  his  feet  and  legs 
were  highly  cedematous,  and  he  had  great  dys- 
pnoea on  the  smallest  exertion.  About  this  time 
a  large  quantity  of  pus  was  discharged  from  the 
lungs  by  coughing.  He  died  very  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly. 

Five  or  six  oz.  which  seemed  to  be  a  mixture 
of  pus  and  serum,  were  found  on  the  outside  of 
the  dura  mater.  Between  the  hemispheres  of 
the  brain,  on  each  side  of  the  falx,  was  a  large 
quantity  of  thick  purulent  matter.  In  the  ven- 
tricles were  4  oz.  which  seemed  to  be  a  mix- 
ture of  pus  and  serum.  The  whole  brain  was 
soft  and  pulpy,  and  seemed  dissolved  into  a  semi- 
purulent  mass,  retaining  very  faint  traces  of  or- 


ganization. 


The  lungs  appeared  beset  by  numerous  tu- 
bercles, many  of  which  had  suppurated.  In  the 
pericardium  were  8  oz.  of  serum.  The  apex  of 
the  heart  was  surrounded  by  coagulated  lymph. 
In  the  abdominal  viscera,  there  was  nothing  de- 
serving of  notice. 


SPONTANEOUS  COMBUSTION. 

By  M.  M.  Colson  &  Lelarge,  M.  Ds.  Beauvais,  ia 
France. 
A  very  tall  fat  brewer,  a  long  time  addicted  t« 
strong  drink,  at  midnight  was  ascertained  to  be 
in  bed,  and  his  candle  extinguished.  Next  morn- 
ing, at  8  o'clock,  a  thick  smoke  being  seen  to  is- 
sue from  his  apartment,  the  door  was  burst  open, 
and  his  body  found  stretched  on  the  brick  floor, 
and  still  burning.  The  flame  was  extinguished 
with  difficulty  by  copious  affusion  of  water. — 
Close  beside  the  body,  stood  an  iron  pot,  contain- 
ing a  little  half-consumed  charcoal,  and  near  it, 
a  chair,  upset,  with  its  bottom  burned  away. — 
Except  the  body  and  the  chair,  nothing  else  was 
injured.  The  flesh  of  the  neck  was  destroyed, 
except  on  the  anterior  part.  The  whole  left 
arm  and  left  thoracic  parietes  were  entirely  con- 
sumed. Of  the  right  side  and  arm,  nothing  could 
be  seen  but  some  charred  fragments  of  the  ribs 
and  shoulder,  the  humerus  and  part  of  the  fore 
arm.  Both  thighs,  and  the  right  leg,  were  al- 
most consumed.  Of  the  viscera  of  the  trunk, 
the  only  remnants  were  the  heart,  lungs,  and 
liver,  which  were  more  or  less  torrified. 
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MUMMIES. 

By  Gilbert  Bresciiet,  M.  D.    Paris.  1819. 

Near  Mont  Cenis,  on  the  road  between  Nova- 
leze  and  Turin,  is  the  Monte  Picheriano,  on  a 
projecting-  rock  of  which,  480  toises  above  the 
level  of  the  Meditterranean,  are  the  ruins  of  the 
monaster}'  of  Michael, occupied  by  a  peasant,who 
keeps  the  keys  of  the  church.       The  visitor  de 


VACCINATION    FOLLOWED    BY    FATAL    TERMI- 
NATION. 
By  C.  E.  Lucas,  M.  D.  Hatfield,  Eng. 

C.  C.  son  of  Rev.  M.  C.  set.  7  months,  having 
been  in  perfect  health  from  birth,  was  vaccinat- 
ed, June  26,  1819,  with  lymph  from  the  Nation- 
al Vaccine  Establishment,  and  from  an  unexcep 


scends  a  stair,  covered  by  a  very  elevated  vault-  ll0n»ble  subject.     Two  punctures  were  made  in 


ed  roof,  the  sides  of  which  present  a  row  of  stone 
tombs,  some  open,  others  shut.  On  a  platform 
along  the  left  side  of  the  wall,  is  a  row  of  dead 
bodies,  placed  on  their  ends  in  various  attitudes, 
too  high  to  be  easily  reached,  but  quickly  re- 
cognised to  be  carcases,  completely  dried  with- 
out putrefaction,  a  species  of  natural  mummies. 
Saussure,  in  1787,  examined  those  in  the  open 
sepulchres,  and  found  them  very  light,  without 
bad  odour.  The  skin  had  the  consistence  and 
pliancy  of  flexible  pasteboard  ;  where  it  was  rent, 
the  dried  muscles  and  tendons  were  exposed. 

M.  Exceaquet,  exposed  morsels  of  muscular 
flesh  on  elevated  rocks;  they  were  dried  with- 
out acquiring  disagreeable  odour;  while  similar 
portions  in  the  plain,  were  quickly  destroj'ed  by 
putrefaction. 

In  the  subterranean  cemetery  of  St.  Michaels, 
at  Lublin,  without  any  antiseptic  precautions  be- 
ing taken,  the  bodies  are  retained  in  a  dry  unpu- 
trifying condition,  a  long  lapse  of  years.  It  ap- 
pears that  in  some,  conversion  into  adipocire  had 
taken  place  ;  but  that  this  was  by  no  means  an 
uniform  or  general  change.  This  exsiccating 
property  of  the  atmosphere,  may  be  referred  to 
the  soil,  composed  of  the  debris  of  rocks,  in  which 
the  absorbent  earths  predominate. 

(See  Med.  Int.  p.  5,  18,  94.) 


each  arm,  all  of  which,  except  one  on  the  right 
arm  which  missed,  put  on  the  most  favourable 
appearance  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  day, 
afforded  as  perfect  an  example  of  the  disease  as 
could  be  seen.  At  this  time  one  of  the  vesicles 
on  the  left  arm  was  punctured,  without  drawing 
blood,  and  lymph  taken,  with  which  two  child- 
ren of  Mr.  C.  were  re-vaccinated,  after  an  inter- 
val of  some  years,  to  afford  a  test  of  their  secu- 
rity. On  the  following  morning,  an  areola  of 
inflammation,  of  the  usual  extent  and  appear- 
ance, surrounded  the  vesicles ;  in  the  evening, 
the  child  was  taken  rather  suddenly  with  fever, 
uneasiness,  and  slight  expression  of  tenesmus. 
Next  morning  the  inflammation  extended  from 
the  shoulder  to  the  wrist.  Cold  rose  water  was 
applied;  the  child  was  purged  with  calomel,  an- 
timonial  powder,  and  rhubarb.  The  following 
day,    the    inflammation    had    spread    over     the 


When  a  nasvus  malernus  is  of  a  moderate  size, 
there  is  no  part  of  the  body  from  which  it  may 
not  be  with  safety  removed  by  the  knife.  The 
only  circumstance  which  requires  particular  at- 
tention is,  to  avoid  cutting  into  the  tumor  ;  if  this 
be  done,  the  hemorrhage  is  violent.  Mr.  White 
thrust  a  needle  through  the  middle  of  a  rery 
large  subcutaneous  naevus  on  a  child's  shoulder, 
and  included  each  half  of  the  swelling  within  the 
noose  of  a  ligature.  The  operation  was  attend- 
ed with  complete  success. 


It  is  not  uncommon,  in  the  West  Indies,  to  man- 
gle the  slaves,  from  the  neck  to  the  os  sacrum, 
with  gashes  from  the  whip;  and  to  restore  them 
quickly  to  labour,  the  back  is  washed  or  sprink- 
led with  pulverized  Cayenne,  which  produces 
immediate  inflammation  in  the  edges  of  the 
gashes,  that  generally  unites  them  by  the  first 
intention. — A  young  boy,  lashed  down  upon  a 
ladder,  freeing  his  hand,  put  it  to  his  back,  at 
the  instant  the  lash  was  brought  down,  which 
cut  the  radial  artery  and  nerve  off,  in  the  wrist, 
and  crippled  him  for  life. 


GANGLIONS. 

Ganglions  are  little  reddish  or  greyish  bodies, 
situated  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  and  form- 
ing so  many  centres  of  nervous  ramifications, 
generally  along  the  vertebra!  column,  where  are 
seen  successively  below  each  other,  the  superi- 
or and  inferior  cervical,  intercostal,  lumbar,  and 
sacral.  It  is  these  especially  whose  communi- 
cating braches  form  the  great  sympathetic.  We 
find  many  separate  ganglions  in  different  parts, 
as  the  opthalmics,  spbenopalatines,  mnxillaries  ; 
also  the  semilunars  in  the  abdomen.  In  the  tho- 
rax are  none  separate  ;  though  sometimes  we 
see  a  small  one  at  the  base  of  the  heart. 

There  are  often  accidental  ones,  in  the  hypo- 
gastric plexus,  in  the  solar,  in  the  middle  part  of 
the  neck,  &c.  Some  usually  met  with  are  of- 
tentimes not  found,  as  some  of  the  lumbar,  sa- 
cral, maxillary,  &c;  there  is  an  essential  differ- 
ence between  the  ganglions  under  the  relation 
of  existence.  The  superior  cervical,  semilunar, 
opthalmic,  &c.  are  always  found. 

Ganglions  are  generally  in  a  deep  situation. — 
In  general  they  are  round;  sometimes  long,  as 
the  superior  cervical ;  sometimes  triangular,  with 
obtuse  and  round  ends,  as  the  opthalmic;  some- 
times semilunar^  b!<e  that  which  has  this  name, 
&.c.     The  most  un'form  is  the  superior  cervical. 

Embedded  in  a  cellular  texture,  all  the  gan- 
glions ar»  separated  from  the  neighbouring  or- 
gans. Almost  all  of  them  experience  but  little 
motion  from  these  organs,  and  cannot  receive   it 


left  breast,  top  of  the  shoulder,  and  shoulder 
blade  ;  pulse,  15  strokes  in  five  seconds;  and  the 
child  half  comatose,  but  crying  much  when  dis- 
turbed ;  took  the  breast  very  freely,  and  occa- 
sionally a  little  gruel.  The  purgative  was  re- 
peated ;  a  warm  lotion  applied,  with  three  parts  j  quires  more  than  ordinary  attention 
of  the  liq.  ammon.  acet.,  one  of  alcohol,  and  four 
of  water. 

12th  day,  inflammation  having  somewhat  abat- 
ed, the  lotion  was  laid  aside;  but  increasing  again 
considerably,  the  15th  day  it  was  resumed.  In- 
flammation continued  to  extend  itself,  receding 
from  the  parts  first  attacked,  until  it  successive- 
ly   covered    the   whole  body  and    limbs,  except 


The  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  at  Hartford,  Con. 
can  accommodate  about  50  patients.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  an  eminence,  a  mile  from  the  city  of 
Hartford,  and  commands  a  delightful  view.  It 
is  so  arranged,  as  to  furnish  for  each  patient  a 
convenient  apartment,  and  to  accommodate  the 
personal  attendants  of  those  whose  situation  re- 
It  is  warm- 
ed by  furnaces  in  the  basement.  From  each 
wing  of  the  building,  a  door  opens  into  a  large 
court  yard  for  exercise  and  amusement.  The 
expense  for  supporting  patients,  will  be,  in  com- 
parison with  the  charges  at  other  establishments 
of  the  same  kind  in  the  U.  States,  extremely  low. 
Those  whose  circumstances  require  more  than 
common  attention,  will  pay  in  proportion  to  their 


the  feet,  and  upper  parts  of  the  face  and  head  ;  means,  and  accommodations.    The  physician  vis- 


a  degree  of  oedema  following  it,  particularly  on 
the  scrotum  and  lower  limbs.  The  bowels  were 
kept  open  by  magnes.  sulph.  :  from  6  to  12  daily 
evacuations  being  procured  through  the  disease. 
These  were  greenish,  curdy,  and  somewhat 
slimy  ;  not  differing  materially,  the  mother  said, 
from  the  usual  evacuations  of  the  child.  The 
pulse  continued  never  under  12  strokes  in  five 
seconds  ;  the  child  continued  to  suck  freely,  and 
to  take  gruel  at  intervals;  expressing  little  un- 
easiness except  when  moved. 

17th  day,  sickness  came  on,  with  some  fulness 
of  the  belly  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  day, 
the  child  died,  with  every  appearance  of  inter- 
nal mortification ;  the  abdomen  being  very  tumid, 
with  livid  colour  of  the  integuments  in  patches, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  thin,  dark  coloured  fluid 
beinp-  vomited.  The  external  inflammation  did 
not  entirely  disappear  till  within  12  hours  of 
death.  At  what  time  the  internal  inflammation 
made  its  attack,  is  uncertain,  as  there  were  no 
exclusive  symptoms  to  point  out  its  existence; 
but  it  is  probable  that  it  commenced  with  the 
first  attack  of  fever.  3  days  before  death,  the 
child  took  several  little  boatsful  of  gruel  with 
great  avidity,  probably  from  internal  heat. 

Would  it  not  be  safer  practice  to  abstain  from 
external  applications,  allowing  the  inflammation 


its  daily. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 

Ending  March  9th,  from  the  Health-Office  Returns. 

March  3.—  William  Clough,  91.     5.— William    Bur- 
roughs, 36  ;   Bangs.     6. — Robert  Ripley,  43  yrs.  ; 

Hodge.     7.— A.  J.  G.  C.  Bixby,  3  mo.     8.— Ma- 


ry Jane  Mc  Donald,  15  mo.  ;  Lydia  Holmes  ;  William 

Welsh.     9. — Georgina  Parker,  4  mo.  ;  Brown  : 

Joshua  Walker,  7  weeks.     Almy  Green,  82. 

Old  age,  1 — Stillborn,  3 — Lung-Ferer,  1 — Fits,  1~- 
Croup,  1 — Infantile,  1 — Cold  on  the  Lungs,  1 — Phthi- 
sis Pulmonalis,  1. 


from  vessels  that  enter  them.  xav.  bichat.     [to  spend  itself  unchecked  on  the  surface  ? 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

THE  Spring  course  of  demonstrations  in  Anatomy 
and  Surgery, will  commence  in  the  Berkshire  Med- 
ical Institution  on  Monday,  the  15th  of  March  next. — 
The  Reading  Term  will  commence  at  the  same  time. 

j.  f.  batcheldkr,  dean. 


Piltsfield,  Mass.  Feb.  15,  1824. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE. 
By  I.  Boiven,  M.  D.  Columbia  county,  Georgia,  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1824. 

The  highest  that  the  mercury  has  heen,  in  the 
fhade,  since  my  emigration  to  this  State,  is  94 
degrees;  it  seldom  rises  above  90.  The  lowest 
temperature  I  have  observed  in  the  winter,  is  13 
degrees  ;  it  is  said  it  stood  at  9,  one  morning  last 
winter.  1  have  known  the  mercury  fall  39  de- 
grees, from  3,  P.  M.  to  sunrise,  next  morning  ;  it 
is  not  very  uncommon  for  it  to  fall  30  degrees  in 
that  time.  The  summers  here,  are  steadily 
■warm  ;  the  winter  variable. 


1821 


Thermpm. 

s.  rise  j  3  p.m 


Barometer 
s.  rise.    I    s.  set. 


Depth  Oi 
rain. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


361 

491 

30,05 

30,04 

60j 

611 

29,92 

29,92 

40 

60 

29,86 

29,86 

571 

68} 

29,80 

29,80 

65 

79 

29,73 

29,73 

701 

831 

29,77 

29,76 

721 

83 

29,77 

29,76 

681 

851 

29,82 

29,80 

691 

821 

29,83 

29,80 

571 

791 

29.92 

29.90 

39f 

571 

29,89 

29,86 

39 

52 

29,92 

29,91 

in.    dec. 


4     11 

6     08 


9 
1 
5 

3 
4 


74 
57 
04 
43 

73 
99 


Mean         55|  |     691  j  29,85  |  29,84 


Mean  annual  temperature,  621,  very  nearly 
the  temperature  of  the  coldest  springs  in  Geor- 
gia, summer  and  winter. 


1822. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 


37£ 

47f 

29,86 

29,84 

4  88 

38f 

541 

29,89 

29,89 

6  96 

501 

601 

29,80 

29,79 

4  81 

56 

721 

29,77 

29.76 

6  77 

621 

781 

29,78 

29,78 

8  94 

711 

88 

29,74 

29,73 

5  01 

73 

86 

29,73 

29,73 

6  79 

68 

841 

29,73 

29,72 

7  47 

641 

78| 

29,75 

29,75 

5  49 

FRACTURE  OF  THE  THIGH,  AND  ABORTION. 
Mrs.  P.  in  the  5th  month  of  pregnancy,  aet.  27, 
walking  across  a  floor  of  loose  boards,  which 
broke  through,  she  fell  astride  a  beam,  and  broke 
the  right  thigh-bone,  just  below  the  trochanter 
major.  Hemorrhage,  per  vaginam,  ensued  be- 
fore she  was  removed,  and  continued  seven  or 
eight  days,  notwithstanding  many  efforts  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  fractured  limb  went  on  tolerably 
well,  nearly  free  from  pain  or  inflammation,  al- 
though extension  was  kept  up  moderately.  On 
the  evening  of  the  ninth  day,  hemorrhage  still 
continuing,  she  became  delirious,  without  mak- 
ing efforts  to  free  herself  from  the  apparatus 
that  confined  the  limb;  the  extremities  were 
coid,  pulse  feeble,  which  had  before  been  quick 
and  Sinai!,  accompanied  with  an  increased  flow 
of  blood.  At  six  in  the  morning,  the  fetus 
was  discovered,  partially  horn  ;  but  on  endea- 
vouring to  finish  the  '  labour,  the  feet  pre- 
senting, sudden  contraction  of  the  uterus  took 
place  round  the  neck,  and  several  Lours  elapsed 


before  the  head  was  extracted.  She  became 
more^rational,  the  pulse  rose,  and  hemorrhage 
ceased.  The  fetus  was  exceedingly  putrid  ; 
there  was  so  little  strength  in  the  umbilical  cord, 
that  it  was  torn  with  ease.  As  there  was  not 
strength  enough  in  it  to  extract  the  placenta, 
and  the  uterus  contracting  so  firmly  the  opera- 
tor could  not  introduce  the  fingers,  it  was  not 
taken  away  till  the  day  following. 

She  again  became  cold  and  senseless  ;  the  os 
tineas  became  relaxed,  and  a  quantity  of  insup- 
portably  fetid  fluid  was  discharged.  Two  fin- 
gers were  introduced  sufficiently  to  bring  away 
the  placenta,  which  was  exceedingly  putrid.  A 
revival  followed,  but  hiccough  and  death  soon 
after. 


A  young  person,  several  years  ago,  swallowed 
a  cent.  A  day -or  two  after,  the  ability  of  swal- 
lowing being  but  partially  destroyed,  and  there 
being  a  fixed  pain  about  the  middle  of  the  tho- 
rax, Dr.  Delematter,  of  Sheffield,  who  was  con- 
sulted, concluded  the  cent  must  have  passed  near- 
ly to  the  stomach,  with  its  edge  upward,  and 
there  confined  by  a  spasmodic  contraction.  To 
the  end  of  a  whale-bone  brace  of  an  umbrella, 
he  fixed  a  smi-ill  piece  of  sponge.  The  patient 
leaned  his  head  back  against  the  wall,  and  the 
doctor  passed,  with  the  brace,  the  cent  into  the 
stomach.  A  slight  resistance  was  perceived 
when  the  sponge  reached  the  coin,  giving  a  sud- 
den sensation  of  pain  in  that  point.  The  pro- 
bang,  when  withdrawn,  was  slightly  tinged  with 
blood.  A  little  time  afterwards,  the  cent  was 
voided,  and  no  deleterious  effects  produced. 


SMALL-POX  AFTER  SMALL-POX  &  VACCINATION, 

The  Surgeon-General,  Mr.  Crampton,  who 
had  long  before  witnessed  smali-pox  after  vac- 
cination, and  the  modifications  of  that  disease 
thus  produced,  has  seen  several  cases  of  it  dur- 
ing the  current  year,  in  some  instances  severe, 
and  extending  by  contagion  through  families,  but 
generally  mild,  without  any  secondary  fever.  In 
one  instance,  the  patient  had  had  small-pox  very 
severe  from  inoculation,  28  years  before. 

Dr.  Mills  saw  two  cases  of  secondary  small- 
pox; one,  that  of  a  young  Baronet,  which  he 
saw  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Graves,  it  being  a 
case  of  great  urgency,  though  the  patient  had 
been  vaccinated,  and  subsequently  inoculated 
with  smail-pox  :  the  other  was  a  student  in  Trin- 
ity College,  who  had  been  also  vaccinated  ;  the 
symptoms  of  confluent  small-pox  were  extreme- 
ly urgent. 

D>r.  Colles  saw  several  cases  of  this  kind  ;  in 
one,  a  young  lady,  confluent  small-pox,  after  reg-- 
ular  vaccination,  were  very  alarming,  until  the 
11th  day,  when  they  suddenly  subsided,  leaving 
very  deep  and  extensive  pitting  over  the  face 
and  bodv.  A  Wfung  gentleman,  adult,  was  car- 
ried off  by  the  violence  of  the  eruptive  fever  on 
the  second  day. 

Dr.  Cheyne,  the  physician-generai,  has  lately 
seen  many  cases  of  small-pox  after  vaccination 
and  some  cases  after  small-pox  inoculation. 

Dublin,  Oct.  1823.  wm.  stoker,  m.  d. 


Since  Jan.  1822,  scarcely  a  week  has  eiapsed 
in  which  I  have  not  seen  this  disease,  or  been 
informed  by  my  medical  brethren  of  its  exist- 
ence, in  some  quarter  or  other  of  Edinburgh.  It 
has  continued  to  attack  persons  who  had  passed 
through  small-pox,  natural  or  inoculated  ;  and 
these  who  had  been  satisfactorily  vaccinated,  as 
well  as  persons  who  had  not  gone  through  the 
small-pox  or  cow-pox.  Small-pox  have  been 
very  malignant  and  fatal  in  a  large  proportion  of 
the  unprotected  ;  severe  in  several  who  had  pass- 
ed through  small-pox;  severe  sometimes,  gene- 
rally mild,  in  those  who  had  gone  through  vac- 
cination. JOHN  THOMPSON,    M.  D. 

Edinburgh,  5,  George-St.  Nov.  15,  1823. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  CONSTIPATION. 

By  Wm.  Maxwell,  M.  D.  Dumfries,  Scot.  May,  1822. 

It  is  a  mistaken  idea,  that  a  valvular  structure 
at  the  end  of  the  ilium,  and  beginning  of  the  co- 
Ion,  can  prevent  the  progress  of  the  injections. 
In  these  parts  the  bowel  is  only  a  little  thicken- 
ed and  contracted.  In  a  healthy  state  of  the  in- 
testines, warm  water  may  be  made  to  pass  up- 
wards into  the  stomach.  When  a  large  quanti- 
ty of  fluid  is  forced  up  by  injection,  the  patient 
should  be  placed  in  a  posture  that  will  allow  the 
bowels  to  hang  at  nearly  right  angles  with  the 
spine.  Fifteen  years  ago,  in  a  case  of  colic, 
from  which  Mr.  H.,  a  master  gardener,  had  suf- 
fered for  24  hours,  I  threw  up  three  and  a  half 
gallons  of  warm  water,  accurately  measured,  be- 
fore it  reached  the  stomach.  In  a  healthy  state 
of  the  intestines,  I  believe,  by  attending  to  pos- 
ture, any  quantity  of  water  may  be  made  to  pass 
from  the  anus  to  the  mouth. 

Having  found,  by  dissection,  in  several  cases 
that  had  been  supposed  intus-susceptio,  that  the 
mischief  had  been  occasioned  by  an  angular  por- 
tion of  the  bowel  stopping  the  progress  of  its 
contents,  and  that,  when  the  two  surfaces  ad- 
here, which  frequently  very  scon  takes  place,. 
there  is  very  little  chance  of  replacing  them  by 
purgatives  or  watery  injections,  I  thought  the 
bowel  might  be  restored  to  its  natural  situation 
by  inflation. 

In  William  Irving,  a;t.  43,  in  1818,  after  per- 
forming the  operation  above  the  ring  for  stran- 
gulated hernia  of  three  days  standing  in  the  ab- 
dominal canal,  the  bowels  did  not  move  by  pre- 
vious cathartics,  or  by  injections,  subsequent  to 
the  operation.  A  piece  of  cork,  nearly  flat,  was 
placed  on  a  male  catheter,  at  three  irxhes  from 
the  point.  The  patient  being  placed  on  his  back 
in  bed,  and  the  cork  pressed  firmly  against  the 
anus,  the  bowels  were  gradually  inflated,  the 
top  of  the  catheter  being  stopped  with  the  tongue 
during  inspiration.  When  the  air  had  occasion- 
ed considerable  distension,  it  was  readily  expell- 
ed, but  nothing  followed.  It  occurred  to  me, 
sudden  distension  of  the  colon  might  press  so  up- 
on the  ilium,  air  couid  not  enter  it.  I  resumed 
the  operation,  blowing  slowly,  and  with  the  left 
hand  pressing  the  air  forward  along  the  colon 
into  the  ilium.  When  distension  began  to  give 
much  pain,  the  air  was  allowed  to  escape  ;  in  an 
hour,  it  was  followed  by  copious  soft   stools. — 
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The  patient  walked  out  the  fifteeuth  day  after 
the  operations. 

Mr.  B.'s  child,  jet.  4,  in  1818,  had  been  con- 
stipated nine  days.  Cathartics,  injections,  warm- 
baths,  were  ineffectually  employed.  The  belly 
was  inflated  without  relief;  the  operation  was 
repeated ;  the  air  was  pressed  forward  in  the 
course  of  the  colon  as  in  the  last  case,  and  was 
soon  followed  by  free  evacuations. 

In  1818,  a  child  of  .Mr.  Y.  at  Castle-Douglas, 
set.  5,  in  hooping-cough,  had  been  without  stool 
for  six  days.  Owing  to  its  excessive  impatience, 
the  bowels  were  very  imperfectly  inflated. — 
They  moved  freely  during  the  night. 

The  child  of  Mr.  F.  in  Dumfries,  ret.  10  mos. 
in  1818,  had  been  without  relief  in  the  bowels 
for  six  days.  The  bowels  were  inflated  at  nine, 
P.  Id.,  and  moved  freely  at  one,  next  morning. 

In  these  last  three  cases,  purgatives,  with  en- 
emata,  had  been  given  freely,  with  blisters  and 
frequent  warm-baths.  The  above  treatment  has 
been  invariably  used  with  success  in  seven  other 
cases.  During  the  inflation,  the  patient  must 
lie  on  his  back,  and  the  distension  be  made  grad- 
ually, pressing  the  air  along  the  colon  into  the 
ilium,  else  the  operation  will  not  succeed. 

The  third  cause  of  constipation  is  more  rare  ; 
the  bowels  are  insensible  to  cathartics  or  injec- 
tions. 

In  1803,  Mr.  C.  aet.  61,  after  much  fatigue,  in- 
temperance, and  anxiety  of  mind,  had  inflamma- 
tory fever.  Although  depletion  had  been  very 
actively  employed,  symptoms  of  palsy  began  to 
appear  below  the  neck  ;  in  spite  of  purgatives 
and  injections,  the  bowels  remained  immoveable, 
the  belly  tense,  17  days;  but  little  uneasiness 
was  felt  in  the  abdomen,  even  on  hard  pressure. 
Electric  shocks  of  the  charge  of  a  two  pound 
vial  were  made  to  pass  through  the  belly  with- 
out being  felt  by  Mr.  C.  He  thought  he  was 
sensible  of  the  fourth,  and  complained  of  their 
becoming  stronger.  After  fifty  had  been  given, 
the  ten  following  occasioned  considerable  pain  ; 
he  then  felt  a  disposition  to  have  a  stool;  his 
bowels  moved  freely,  and  Mr.  C.  recovered. 

In  1815,  Mr.  H.  master  mason,  ost.  50,  of  full 
habit  and  large  head,  had  inflammation  in  the 
head,  removed  by  purging,  general  bleeding, 
and  by  repeated  large  bleedings  from  the  jugu- 
lars. His  health  and  strength  were  re-establish- 
ed. One  of  his  legs  could  be  perceived  to  drag 
a  little  ;  he  was  not  sensible  of  it.  In  1816,  he 
had  a  return  of  the  pain  in  his  head:  nothing  be- 
ing done  for  some  days,  a  slight  palsy,  similar  to 
the  former,  affected  him.  The  evacuating  plan 
of  the  preceding  year  removed  the  head;:ch  ;• 
the  power  of  his  limbs  continued  much  impair- 
ed. When  four  ounces  of  any  fluid  were  taken, 
it  was  immediately  rejected  ;  a  smaller  quantity 
remaining  in  the  stomach  until  it  accumulated, 
was  then  vomited  as  if  it  had  been  swallowed  at 
once.  This  happened  frequently  from  the  ac- 
cumulation of  saliva,  which  was  secreted  in  very 
unusual  quantity.  The  stomach  appeared  to 
have  lost  sensation.  An  ounce  of  spirit  of  tur- 
pentine, with  an  equal  quantity  of  aromatic  tinc- 
ture, was  given,  without  producing  any  sensa- 
tion different  from  that  occasioned  by  water-gru- 
el- The  bowels  could  not  be  moved,  nor  was 
any  urine  secreted.  Electricity  was  used  as  in 
the  preceding  case  of  Mr.  C,  without  being  felt. 
It  was  repeated  to  the  extent  of  sixty  shocks,  at 
each  of  three  times  during  the  first  day.     A  na- 


tural stool  was  passed  in  the  evening;  a  consul-]  was  usually  kept.  The  first  time  she  was  intro- 
erable  quantity  of  urine  was  evacuated  during|duced  into  it  was  Monday  morning,  when,  in  con- 
the  night ;    the    stomach  remained  the  same,  al-  sequence  of  the  warehouse  having  been  shut  up 


though  the  electric  shocks  were  made  to  pass 
through  it  in  all  directions,  without  any  uneasy 
impression.  Life  was  protracted  15  days  longer 
by  broth  and  opium  injections.  Mr.  H.  appear- 
ed to  sink  entirely  from  inanition. 

Endeavouring  to  prevent  vomiting  in  cases  of 
obstructed  bowels,  must  accelerate  fatal  symp- 
toms. By  inversion  of  the  intestinal  action  alone 
the  distended  bowel  can  be  relieved,  till  the  im- 
pediment be  removed.  On  inspecting  the  body 
of  Mr.  D.,  who  died  after  the  operation  for  her- 
nia, it  was  evident  that  vomiting,  with  inverted 
action  of  the  ilium,  would  have  saved  him,  by 
removing  the  immense  quantity  of  fluid  in  the 
bowels,  which  had  pressed  them  to  the  bottom 
of  the  pelvis. 

...  i  i       ■'WW 

TAR  VAPOUR  IN  CONSUMPTION. 

In  proportion  as  any  malady  is  little  under  the 
control  of  the  healing  art,  the  modes  of  treat- 
ment are  manifold,  the  remedies  numerous  ;  in 
the  same  proportion  they  are  generally  inert. 

M.  Billard,  Surgeon-major  to  the  Pvoyal  Corps 
of  Artillery  and  Infantry  of  Marine  at  Brest,  had 
a  soldier  under  his  care,  who  after  a  violent  per- 
ipneumony,  became  affected  with  the  usual  phe- 
nomena of  consumption  ;  and,  after  lingering  for 
seven  months  in  various  hospitals  in  Brest  and 
its  vicinity,  seemed  to  be  drawing  near  his  end 
in  November,  1770.  The  Chevalier  de  Fau- 
tras  d'Andreuil,  Major  of  Brigade,  had,  some  days 
before,  in  an  affection  of  the  throat,  with  consid- 
erable expectoration,  derived  marked  relief  from 
the  vapour  of  a  mixture  of  yellow  wax  and  resin, 
with  which  he  had  been  sealing  bottles. 

The  soldier  was  forthwith  lodged  and  boarded 
at  the  charge  of  this  officer,  in  a  small  apart- 
ment in  the  gallery  of  the  barrack  pavilions. — 
With  a  diet  of  milk,  ptisans,  and  the  farinaceous 
vegetables,  this  soldier,  began,  November  9th, 
to  breathe  a  vapour  from  a  mixture  of  1  pound 
of  recent  yellow  wax  unpurifled,  and  an  equal 
quantity  of  resin,  melted  in  a  glazed  earthen 
vessel,  on  a  stove  placed  in  the  centre  of  his 
apartment.  The  first  application  of  this  vapour 
was  attended  with  more  ease  in  breathing,  than 
the  patient  had  for  some  time  experienced.  On 
the  5th  day  he  began  to  feel  relief,  and  his  cough 
was  less  fatiguing.  About  the  end  of  the  month 
(three  weeks),  the  improvement  was  conspicu- 
ous, expectoration  belter,  cough  less  frequent,  fe- 
ver much  abated.  In  December,  the  patient 
•:vas  allowed  to  go  out;  by  the  end  of  the  month, 
when  his  health  was  much  re-established,  he 
discontinued  the  fumigations.  A  violent  acces- 
sion of  fever  from  exposure  to  cold,  in  January, 
1771,  seemed  to  threaten  him  with  a  relapse  ;  it 
was  gone  the  following  day.  In  a  few  days 
more,  he  was  in  condition  to  resume  his  duty, 
when  he  sailed,  first  for  St.  Domingo,  and  after- 
wards to  the  Mediterranean,  and  enjoyed  good 
health  for  many  years  afterwards. 


since  Saturday  afternoon,  the  air  would  be  the 
most  fully  impregnated  with  effluvia.  S^he  walk- 
ed a  considerable  t.me  through  the  ranges  of 
barrels,  and  bore  the  experiment  very  well. — 
This  practice  was  persisted  in  several  mornings 
with  advantage  ;  finding  the  cough  and  other 
symptoms  decrease,  she  persevered  till  she  was 
restored  to  perfect  health.  thos.  beddoes. 

Bristol.  Ens.  1795. 


In  dissections,  we  daily  meet  with  tubercles, 
which  no  symptom  had  led  to  be  suspected,  and 
on  strictest  interrogation  from  those  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  seeing  the  patient  daily,  it  is  im- 
possible to  obtain  any  certain  proof  he  was  out 
of  health.  We  often  meet  with  cases  in  which 
phthisical  symptoms  are  developed  suddenly, 
without  previous  indisposition,  and  continue  till 
the  fatal  event,  after  which  tubercles  and  vomi- 
cae are  found  in  the  lunsrs. 

In  the  treatment  of  consumption,  the  chief  ob- 
ject is  to  moderate,  as  much  as  may  be,  the  bron- 
chial inflammation,  or  pneumonic  congestion; 
but  all  means  should  be  avoided  likely  to  impair 
the  general  strength-;  neither  to  carry  the  an- 
tiphlogistic means  of  subduing  secondary  inflam- 
mation so  far  as  to  impair  the  powers  of  the  sys- 
tem, nor  to  administer  those  stimulating  and  ir- 
ritating remedies  which,  whatever  effect  they 
have  on  the  sensible  strength,  or  tubercular  ac- 
tion, always  aggravate  secondary  inflammation. 

Edinburgh,  January,  1  824. 


A  young  lady,  under  every  symptom  of  con- 
firmed phthisis  pnlmonalis,  and  daily  sinking  un- 
der the  disease,  happened  to  be  residing  at  the 
house  of  an  eminent  tar-merchant.  No  remedy 
seeming  in   the    least  degree   efficacious,  it  was 


REUNION  OF  THE  BONE  SEPARATED  BY  TREPAW. 
By  Ph.  de  Wakther  Prof,  of  Med.  &  Surg,  al  Bonn. 

A  robust  labouring  mason,  ast.  36,  addicted  to 
spirituous  liquors,  was  wounded  on  the  head  by 
a  stone  fallen  from  a  considerable  height.  Symp- 
toms of  concussion  were  moderate.  He  was 
bled  on  the  2nd  day  after  the  accident ;  6th, 
he  felt  himself  so  recovered  as  to  pursue  his  oc- 
cupation. Pain  of  the  head,  though  at  that 
time  sl.ght,  soon  became  so  violent  as  to  render 
him  incapable  of  work.  Different  medical  men 
administered  bleeding,  cold  lotions  and  ice  to  the 
head,  vesicatories  and  setons  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  and  purgatives  and  emetics.  His  suffer- 
ings were  increased.  In  this  state,  he  present- 
ed himself  at  the  Clinic  of  Landshut.  The  pains 
in  the  head  were  most  violent.  No  other  symp- 
tom, indicating  lesion  of  the  brain,  was  present. 
He  begged  for  the  operation,  and  refused  every 
other  treatment. 

Where  the  pain  was  most  severe,  over  the 
right  parietal  bone,  the  trephine  was  applied. 
The  dura  mater  was  sound,  also  the  internal  sur- 
face of  the  vitreous  table  ;  no  exudation  existe.l 
between  the  two  lamella?  of  bone.  The  perios- 
teum, in  part  detached  from  the  disk,  was  now 
entirely  removed.  The  disk  was  returned  into 
the  opening,  the  four  flaps  retained  in  contact 
by  adhesive  plaster. 

The  patient  bore  the  operation  well.  The 
febrile  symptoms  were  moderate.  Signs  of  in- 
flammation of  the  dura  mater  were  by  no  means 
severe,  entirely  local ;  reunion  of  the  flaps  did 
not  take  place.  Suppuration  supervened.  The 
discharge  continued  some  months  ;  yet  the  pa- 
rent found  himself  better:    the  pain  of  the  head 


proposed    she   should  walk  in   one   of  his  ware 

houses,  where  a  large  quantity  of  plantation-tar  I  gradually  diminished,  and  ultimately  disappear- 
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ed.  At  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  the  disk  could 
be  felt  with  the  probe,  free  and  moveable.  At 
the  end  of  the  third  month,  having1  seized  it  with 
the  forceps,  to  withdraw  it,  but  a  very  thin,  an- 
gular, ragged  part  of  the  external  table  was  re- 
moved. The  interior  portion  of  this  surface  was 
rough,  one  of  its  margins  round,  the  other  point- 
ed and  serrated.  The.  vitreous  table  of  the  sep- 
arated d:sk,  and  a  part  of  the  external  lamella, 
were  reunited.  On  attentive  examination  by  the 
probe,  the  parietal  opening  was  found  closed  by 
osseous  matter,  hard,  and  covered  by  healthy 
granulations.  In  a  short  time  the  wound  was 
cicatrized  in  the  usual  manner. 


CESAREAN  OPERATION. 
By  J.  J.  Locher,  JYI.  D.  Town-physician.  Zurich,  Oc- 
tober 20,  1817. 

Feb.  16,  1817,  at  3,  A.  M.  I  was  summoned  to 
a  little  woman,  in  labour,  who  in  early  youth 
had  been  very  rickety,  and  had  attained  the  age 
of  eight  years  before  she  could  stand  without  as- 
sistance. From  the  os  ilii  downward,  the  frame 
was  entirely  crooked,  the  leg  and  thigh  quite 
twisted. 

The  orifice  of  the  uterus  was  situated  very 
high,  but  little  opened.  Behind  it  there  was  a 
hard  body,  which  1  took  for  the  head,  scarcely 
attainable  with  the  finger.  The  woman  had  la- 
boured before  under  spasms,  and  the  present 
pains  appeared  spasmodic  fits. 

Feb.  17,  10,  A.  M.  the  orifice  was  found  a  little 
more  opened  ;  behind  it,  in  an  oblique  position, 
and  extremely  high,  was  the  head  of  the  child. 
During  the  pains,  which  the  woman  experienced 
with  great  vehemence,  not  the  least  protrusion 
forwards  of  the  head  was  felt;  it  appeared  to  be 
wedged  in.  Examinations  performed  during  the 
pains,  convinced  me  of  the  existence  of  a  pelvis 
quite  irregular. 

2,  P.  M.  with  Dr.  Spoendly,  I  found  the  ori- 
fice of  the  uterus  much  more  dilated.  The  pel- 
vis in  ltd  cenjugata  measured  not  above  two  and 
a  half  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  remaining  di- 
mensions  were  in  tyte  same  proportion.  I  at- 
tempted to  introduce  the  male  lever  of  my  for- 
ceps, bent  to  the  axis  of  the  pelvis,  on  Stein's 
and  Brnnninghaasen's  principles  and  my  own ; 
after  conquering  great  obstacles,  I  succeeded,  in 
a  direction  quite  oblique.  The  confined  en- 
trance into  the  pelvis  did  not  permit  the  second 
lever  to  slide  over  the  first.  My  assistant  like- 
wise tried,  but  with  the  same  result.  The  pains 
were  extremely  vehement  and  excruciating. — 
She  felt  the  motion  and  quickness  of  the  child, 
which  were  distinctly  perceptible  to  our  hands, 
when  laid  on  the  mother's  body. 

At  5,  P.  M.  in  presence  of  several  profession- 
al gentlemen,  1  caused  the  patient  to  be  placed 
in  the  position  usual  in  herniotomy,  in  which  the 
■weight  of  the  abdomen  presses  more  against  the 
diaphragm,  and  ordered  her  to  be  properly  se- 
cured. Immediately  beneath  the  navel,  the  skin 
and  adipous  membrane  were  cut  through,  and 
the  cut  continued  downwards  from  eight  to  ten 
inches.  The  sphere  of  the  uterus  now  appear- 
ing, extended  the  fat  edges  of  the  incis  on,  so 
that  there  appeared  a  considerable  surface  of 
the  womb;  also  a  portion  of  small  intestine, 
which  was  easily  kept  back  by  linen  anointed 
with  fat.     Not  to  cut  through  the  uterus  where 


what  uneven  part,  and  there  made  a  little  inci- 
sion, so  that  1  could  introduce  the  index  of  ttie 
left  hand,  to  serve  as  a  guide  for  the  knife.  The 
uterus  was  then  cut  open  from  6  to  8  inches. 
Immediately  the  child  presented  itself,  with  its 
membranes.  The  nearest  part  was  an  arm 
This  was  disengaged  from  the  uterus,  and  care- 
fully one  part  of  the  child  after  the  other,  the 
head  last.  In  the  slight  side  of  the  womb  was 
found  the  placenta,  lying-  ahnost  free,  which  was 
now  taken  away.  Violent  bleeding  arose  from 
the  bottom  of  the  uterus.  The  blood  was  quick- 
ly absorbed  from  the  uterus  by  a  sponge. 

From  March  29,  the  patient  daily  spent  a  few 
hours  out  of  bed,  and  began  to  work.  The  8lh 
week  she  transacted  most  of  her  domestic  con- 
cerns, and  never  more  was  confined  to  her  bed. 
The  twelfth  week  she  paid  me  a  visit  in  the  best 
health,  at  my  house,  with  her  stout  babe- 


CASE  OF    C.  A.  DEMPSTER,  WHO    SWALLOWED 
A  CASE  KNIFE. 

This  man  died  at  Middlewich,  the  14th  inst. 
In  attempting  some  juggling  tricks,  at  Carlisle, 
he  swallowed  a  table  knife  more  than  9  inches 
long,  which  remained  in  his  stomach  without  ex- 
citing any  very  acute  pain,  or  producing  any  se- 
rious consequences,  until  within  a  few  days  of 
his  death.  He  left  Carlisle  with  the  intention 
of  proceeding  to  London,  where  his  mother  re- 
sides, for  the  purpose  of  consulting  Sir  Astley 
Cooper.  During  the  journey  to  Manchester,  he 
suffered  much  pain  from  the  jolting  of  the  caach  ; 
he  embarked  in  a  canal  boat,  but  being  taken 
very  ill,  he  was  prevented  pursuing  his  journey 
further  than  Middlewich. 

The  body  was  opened  the  day  after  his  death, 
and  the  knife  found  in  the  stomach,  which,  with 
the  other  of  the  viscera,  was  in  a  state  of  inflam- 
mation and  gangrene.  The  handle  of  the  knife, 
which  was  of  bone,  was  dissolved,  as  likewise  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  blade.  Had  the  man 
continued  at  Carlisle,  and  been  kept  in  a  quiet 
state,  the  whole  of  the  knife  might  have  been 
dissolved,  and  the  case  terminated  favourably. 


Warm  flannels,  pedduviums,  and  unremittent 
motion  were  applied;  at  12  o'clock,  he  was  able 
to  talk  a  few  words  at  a  time.  He  informed  the 
bystanders  what  he  had  done,  and  that  he  had 
lived  as  long  as  he  desired.  Mos:t  dreadful  pains 
iu  the  bowels  and  left  hypochondrium  succeeded, 
with  difficult  breathing.  Sulphate  of  zinc  was 
given  him  ;  it  produced  one  act  of  vomition.  He 
refused  to  take  any  more,  nor  could  any  one  suc- 
ceed in  forcing  it  down.  The  jaws  became  set, 
his  eyes  closed,  and  he  was  never  sensible  after- 
wards. He  died  the  next  day,  in  horrid  general 
convulsions. 

An  old  lady,  in  Rhode-Island,  arose  in  the 
night,  and  poured  a  half  pint  of  laudanum  into  a 
bowl,  which  she  gave  to  a  weaning  child.  The 
child  drank  nearly  the  whole  of  it,  and  never 
awoke. 

J.  S.  a  profligate  young  man,  in  Boston,  called 
his  aged  father  to  tbe  door,  to  "see  him  die." 
He  drew  a  bottle  from  his  pocket,  containing  an 
ounce  of  tincture  of  opium,  which  he  swallowed. 
Emetics  saved  his  life,  although  he  did  not  per- 
fectly recover  in  six  months.  He  afterwards 
went  a  voyage  to  Spain  ;  on  his  return, still  wish- 
ing to  revenge  himself  on  the  family,  because 
they  refused  to  supply  his  extravagant  demands 
for  money,  he  drank  an  oz.  of  tincture  of  opium, 
in  sight  of  the  apothecary,  observing  he  "  intend- 
ed to  die."  The  apothecary  attempted  to  take 
hold  of  him,  but  he  eluded  his  grasp,  and  ran 
with  great  speed  to  Charlestown,  towards  the 
monument,  but  dropped  down  just  before  he 
reached  it.  Two  hours  after,  he  was  found 
dead. 


DEATH  BY  OPIUM. 
Asahel  Phelps,  a  miiier,  rather  intemperate, 
had  suffered  periodically  with  a  severe  hemi- 
crania,  which  was  only  mitigated  by  repeated 
bleedings  and  cathartics.  Having  been  unusual- 
ly distressed  with  the  disorder,  and  former  pre- 
scriptions affording  but  partial  relief,  he  got  an 
ounce  of  opium  ;  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  he  rolled 
the  gum  into  two  pills,  and  swallowed  them. — 
Drowsiness  ensued  immediately;  the  family,  not 
suspecting  the  cause,  and  knowing  he  had  scarce- 
ly slept  a  moment  for  many  days  and  nights,  suf- 
fered him  1o  sleep  uninterruptedly,  till  six  the 
next  morning',  when  he  seemed  in  tbe  most  pro- 
found slumber;  but  his  fingers  and  toes  were  af- 
fected with  subsuitus  tendinum.  The  physi- 
cian made  every  possible  exertion,  by  friction, 
to  rouse  him,  it  being  impossible  to  opvn  his 
mouth  without  knocking-  in  a  strong  set  of  teeth. 
The  twitchings  became  more  frequent  ;  the  mus- 
cles of  the  righf  arm  and  leg  exhibited  striking 
examples  of  rigidity.  At  10,  P.  M.  after  una- 
bated exercise  kept  up  by  the  assistants,  he  open- 
ed his  eyes,  and  shortly  after,  the  jaws  were  re- 


Many  nostrums,  which  have  supported  a  high 
character  for  a  considerable  time,  have  sunk  in- 
to complete  insignificance,  when  their  composi- 
tion has  been  made  known. 

I  have  made,  without  success,  every  possible 
inquiry  to  discover  the  author  and  The  depot  of 
the  Eau  Medicinale  d'  Husson.  From  the  well- 
founded  disrepute  of  the  medicine,  or  from  the 
intentions  of  government  against  unknown  medi- 
cines, the  author  has  disappeared ;  neither  he 
nor  his  medicine  is  to  be  found,  in  the  various 
houses,  from  which  he  has  successively  announc- 
ed them.  This  pretended  medicine,  a  sharp,  vi- 
olent purgative,  has  been  of  use  to  some  few 
phlegmatic  persons,  bat  has  produced  most  per- 
nicious effects  to  the  greater  part  of  those  who 
have  used  it.  menuret,  physician. 

Paris,  1811. 


laxod,  so  that   he   took  some  water,  which    ran 
£he  placenta  might  be  situated,  1  chose  a  some- 1  out  without  any  portion  being  swallowed. 


Prince  Alex,  de  Hohenlohe-Schilling,  son  of 
an  Austrian  general,  was  born  Aug.  17th,  1793. 
He  was  educated  at  Vienna,  subsequently  at 
Presbourg,  and  finally,  in  1814  and  1815,  at  Ell- 
wangen,  where  he  took  orders.  June  8,  1817, 
he  was  appointed  to  a  living  in  the  bishoprick  of 
Bamberg;  June  20,  1820,  he  commenced  his  mi- 
raculous cures. 

He  begins  with,  "  Do  you  firmly  believe  that 
God  will  assist  you  ?"  After  several  prayers, 
he  asks  the  patient  if  he  feels  relieved.  After 
an  answer  affirmative,  he  commands  him,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  quit  his  bed;  or,  if  he 
addresses  a  gouty  subject,  to  walk,  unassisted. — 
At  the  least  hesitation,  he  recommends  a  firm 
confidence  in  God ;  to  take  courage,  &.c.  If  the 
event  should   not   answer   his  expectation,   he 
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gives  hopes  of  the  future,  saying,  it  often  hap- 
pens that  patients  are  not  worthy  of  grace  at  the 
moment ;  that  they  ought,  by  doing  good,  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  God's  granting  their  prayer. 
He  confined  himself  to  treatment  of  deafness, 
blindness,  gout,  &.c. ;  he  never  cured  surd-mutes, 
blindness  produced  by  destruction  of  the  form  of 
the  eye,  deviation  of  the  vertebral  column,  or 
restored  a  limb  that  had  been  lost.  Chronic  dis- 
eases exclusively  occupied  his  attention. 


IMPALING  A  MACASSAR  SLAVE. 
From  Mr.  Crawfurd's  history  of  the  Indian  Archipelago. 

The  criminal  was  led,  in  the  morning,  to  the 
place  of  execution,  and  laid  on  his  belly,  being 
held  by  four  men.  The  executioner  then  made 
a  transverse  incision  at  the  os  sacrum,  and  intro- 
duced the  sharp  point  of  the  spike,  about  6  feet 
long,  made  of  polished  iron,  into  the  wound,  so 
that  it  passed  between  the  back  bone  and  the 
skin.  Two  men  drove  it  up,  along  the  spine, 
while  the  executioner  held  the  end,  and  gave  it 
a  proper  direction,  till  it  came  out  between  the 
neck  and  shoulders.  The  lower  end  was  then 
put  into  a  wooden  post,  and  riveted  fast  ;  the 
sufferer  was  lifted  up,  thus  impaled,  and  the  post 
stuck  in  the  ground.  At  the  top  of  the  post,  10 
feet  from  the  ground,  there  was  a  little  bench, 
on  which  the  bod\'  rested.  He  did  not  utter  the 
least  complaint,  except  when  the  spike  was  riv- 
eted ;  the  hammering,  and  shaking  occasioned 
by  it,  seemed  intolerable  to  him,  and  he  then 
bellowed  out  for  pain  ;  and  again,  when  he  was 
lifted  up  and  set  in  the  ground.  He  sat  in  this 
situation  till  death  put  an  end  to  his  torments, 
which  happened  the  next  day,  at  3,  P.  M.  He 
owed  this  speedy  termination  of  his  misery  to  a 
light  shower  of  rain,  which  continued  about  an 
hour,  and  he  died  half  an  hour  afterwards. 

At  Batavia,  criminals  who  have  been  impaled 
in  the  dry  season,  have  remained  alive  for  eight 
or  more  days,  without  any  food  or  drink,  which 
is  prevented  to  be  given  them.  One  of  the  sur- 
geons of  the  city  assured  me,  that  as  soon  as  any 
water  gets  into  the  wound,  it  occasions  a  gan- 
grene, which  brings  on  death  almost  immediate- 
ly This  miserable  sufferer  continually  complain- 
ed of  unsulferable  thirst,  which  is  peculiarly  in- 
cident to  this  punishment.  The  criminals  are 
exposed,  during  the  whole  day,  to  the  burning 
rays  of  the  sun,  and  unceasingly  tormented  by 
numerous  stinging  insects. 

I  went  to  see  him  again,  about  three  hours  be- 
fore he  died,  and  found  him-conversing  with  the 
bystanders.  He  related  to  them  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  murdered  his  master,  and  express- 
ed his  repentance,  with  great  composure  ;  an 
instant  afterwards  he  burst  out  in  the  bitterest 
complaints  of  unquenchable  thirst,  and  raved  for 
drink. 


PHENOMENA  OF  THE  IMPULSE  OF  THE  HEART. 
By  Xavier  Eichat. 
The  arteries  are  always  full  of  blood,  the  im- 
pulse their  blood  receives  from  the  left  ventri- 
cle, is  felt  at  the  instant  in  the  whole  system, 
even  to  its  extremities.  Imagine  a  syringe,  from 
•  ose  tub?  rise*  an  infinity  of  branches,  which 
gi  '  origin  to  smaller  ones;  if,  when  you  push 
1he  piston  of  the  syringe,  its  body  and  all  the 
branches  arc-  fuH,  at  the  instant  the  piston  pushes 
the  fluid  in  the  body,  it  goes    out   through   the 


open  branches.  Suppose  instead  of  a  piston, 
you  could  make  the  parietes  of  the  syringe  sud- 
denly contract,  the  fluid  would  spout  from  these 
branches.  Strike  at  one  end  of  a  long  timber, 
the  motion  will  be  suddenly  felt  at  the  opposite 
end. 

In  their  fulness,  the  impulse  is  felt,  with  al- 
most as  much  force  at  the  extremities  as  at  the 
origin  of  the  arteries  :  in  the  ramifications,  the 
motion  becomes  a  little  weakened.  Fill  with 
water  the  arteries  of  a  dead  body,  and  fix  a  syr- 
inge full  at  the  aorta  ;  the  instant  you  push  the 
piston,  the  water  spouts  from  the  tibial  or  any 
other  artery,  if  you  loose  an  opening  in  them. 

If  you  open  a  vessel  distant  from  the  heart, 
each  jet  tbat  the  blood  makes  in  going  out,  will 
correspond  to  each  contraction  of  the  ventricle. 

The  circulation  of  red  blood  is  thus;  1st,  the 
pulmonary  veins  drive  the  blood  into  the  left  au- 
ricle. 2nd.  This  by  contracting  forces  it  into 
the  ventricle,  which  dilates  to  receive  it.  3d. 
This  last  contracts  afterwards,  sends  it  to  the 
aorta  which  dilates  at  the  instant  of  contraction  ; 
4th,  this  contracts  to  drive  it  to  all  the  parts.  A 
great  artery,  laid  bare,  rises,  but  does  not  dilate 
hardly  at  all  in  an  ordinary  state,  nor  contract. 
Contraction  of  the  left  ventricle,  general  motion 
of  all  the  arterial  blood,  entrance  of  this  blood 
into  the  capillary  system,  take  place  at  the  same 
instant. 

By  examining  the  mesenteric  arteries  through 
the  peritoneum,  at  each  pulsation  you  see  them 
all  simultaneously  rise  and  pulsate  at  their  ex- 
tremity as  well  as  at  their  origin. 

It  is  not  the  wave  of  blood  going  from  the  ven- 
tricle, that  is  driven  at  each  contraction  into  the 
capillary  system  ;  it  is  the  portion  of  this  fluid 
nearest  this  system  ;  as  in  the  syringe,  it  is  the 
portion  in  the  tube  that  the  piston  forces  out, 
not  that  with  which  it  is  in  contact ;  it  is  only  at 
the  end  of  some  time  that  the  blood  arrives  from 
(he  heart,  at  the  general  capillary  system,  that 
it  remains  during  a  number  of  contractions  in  the 
arteries,  and  that  it  is  only  successively  expelled. 

Suppose  a  tube  twisted  with  numerous  angles, 
inequalities,  interna!  projections,  &c,  was  fixed 
to  a  syringe  ;  if  the  tube  and  syringe  are  full  at 
the  instant  we  push  the  piston,  the  water  will 
escape  suddenly  from  the  extremity  of  this  tube 
with  as  much  force  as  if  it  was  straight  and  short. 


Ey  J.  War-drop,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  Edin.  Jan.  1,  1824. 

No  individual  has  held  a  more  exalted  station 
in  the  medical  profession,  during  the  last  30yrs. 
than  the  late  Dr.  Baiilie.  In  no  department  of 
civilized  life  can  the  moral  character  be  so  just- 
ly appreciated,  as  in  the  medical  profession.  So 
much  depends  on  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the 
physician,  that,  when  possessed  of  those  high  en- 
dowments, he  is  entitled  to  public  gratitude  and 
respect;  his  character  cannot  be  too  highly  esti- 
mated by  his  professional  brethren. 

Dr.  Baiilie  was  born  in  1767,  in  the  manse  of 
Shott,  county  of  Lanark,  in  Scotland.  In  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  having  had  ail  the  advan- 
tages of  an  excellent  general  education,  and  at 
Oxford,  where  he  took  his  degree  in  1787,  he 
came  to  London  in  his  19th  year,  to  commence 
medical  studies  under  the  immediate  superinten- 
dence of  his  uncles,  William  and  John  Hunter. 

In  1797,  Dr.  Baiilie  was  appointed  one  of  the 
physicians  of  St.  George's  Hospital.  Till  then, 
his  opportunities  of  studying    the  practical  part 


of  his  profession  had  been  comparatively  limit- 
ed ;  but  great  assiduity  and  attention  enabled  bim 
to  acquire  that  tact  in  discriminating  diseases, 
which  formed  a  striking-  feature  in  his  future 
character. 

After  having,  for  13  years,  faithfully  and  as- 
siduously performed  the  duties  of  his  office  in 
St.  George's  Hospital,  he  resigned.  The  re- 
signation was  highly  praiseworthy;  the  medical 
officers  of  hospitals  have  often  been  severely- 
censured  for  retaining  such  situations  from  un- 
worthy motives,  sacrificing  the  objects  of  such 
institutions  to  their  own  selfish  views. 

There  is  no  profession,  perhaps,  in  which  the 
progress  of  even  the  best  qualified  is  so  slow  as 
in  (he  practice  of  physic  :  this  arises  from  suc- 
cess depending  entirely  on  individual  exertion 
and  assiduity;  most  of  those  medical  men,  who 
have  had  the  greatest  share  of  public  confidence, 
have  all  been  considerably  advanced  in  years. — 
With  Dr,  Baiilie,  when  the  great  celebrity  of 
the  latter  years  of  his  life  is  considered,  it  might 
have  been  expected  be  would  early  have  enjoy- 
ed no  small  portion  of  his  fame.  It  was  not  till 
he  had  nearly  reached  his  40th  year,  that  he 
found  himself  fairly  established  in  private  prac- 
tice. Whenever  more  than  ordinary  scientific 
precision  was  wanted,  he  was  now  resorted  to. 

Dr.  Baiilie  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
a  facility  in  distinguishing  diseases.  Attentive 
observation  enabled  him  to  know  the  precise  ex- 
tent of  the  powers  of  medicine;  there  was  no 
class  of  cases  more  likely  to  fall  under  his  ob- 
servation, than  those  where  medicine  had  been 
abused.  Dr.  Baiilie's  readiness,  in  seeing  this 
abuse,  rendered  his  opinions,  in  many  such  cases, 
of  great  value. 

The  language  he  employed  was  free  from 
scientific  jargon. — He  never  countenanced  any 
measures  which  had  the  appearance  of  oppres- 
sion or  hostility  towards  the  members  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  was  remarkable  for  the  considera- 
tion he  paid  to  the  feelings  and  character  of  bis 
professional  brethren,  particularly  to  those  of 
the  younger  branches,  and  others  who  did  not 
enjoy  the  full  confidence  of  the  public. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 
Ending-  March  19th,  from  the  Health-Office  Returns. 
March  11. — Thomas  Jefferson,  44  ;  Samuel  Bartlett, 
48.     12. — .Tames  Mc  Namara,    32.      13. — Mary  Suter, 

48  ;  Ann  T.  Perkins,  71  ;  Ellen  Otis,  3  ; Hartford. 

14. — Rodwell  Stevens,  14  mo.  ;  Olive  C.  Stevens,  44  ; 
Joseph  C.  Payson,  8  mo.  ;  Harriet  Barsent :  Enoch 
Wentworth  ;  Mary  Carr  ;  Stephen ,  35.  15. — Pen- 
elope Nash,  22  ;  Hannah  Brown,  43  ;  William  Gran- 
ville, jr.  14;  Eliza  Nichols.  16.— Elizabeth  McClench, 
89  ; Francis  ;  William  Gleason,  jr.  5  mo.  ;  Rich- 
ard Cloiigh  ;  Hannah  Walker  ;  Thomas  Cogden  ;  Wil- 
liam Long;.  17. — Susan  Ross,  3.  19. — Edward  Jen- 
nings ;  James  Barker ;  Hannah  Jackson  ;  David  Roach. 

Consumption,  4 — Stillborn,  2 — Lung-Fever,  1  —  In- 
flammation of  the  Head,  1 — Disorder  in  the  Head,  1 — 
Dropsy  in  the  Head,  1  —  Inflammation,  1 — Accidental, 
2 — Bilious-Fever,  1—Old  age,  1 — Pneumonia,  1 — Fits, 
1 — Pleurisy,  1. 
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DEFORMITY  OF    THE  FEET. 
March,  1816,  a  boy,  ast.  S), years,  was  brought 
to   M.  Delpech.     The  right  foot  had  been  de- 
formed from  birth ;    it  was  almost  turned    back  ; 
the  os  calsis  was  elevated  so  much   as  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  posterior  surface  of  the  leg.     The 
attempt  to  bend  the  foot  forwards  was  succeed- 
ed  by  insurmountable  resistance,  and   extreme 
tension  of  the  tendo  Achillis.     The  tibio-tarsal 
articulation  was  very  lax,  permitting  much    lat- 
eral motion,  and   particularly  a  great  inclination 
to  the  inner  side.     The  muscles  of  the  leg  and 
thigh  were  weak  and    atrophic.     When   resting 
on  the  ground,  the    toes  were    inclined    to    the 
back  of  the  foot,  and   the    base    of  support  was 
their  plantar  surface  and  the  heads    of  the  me- 
tatarsal bones.     If  the  foot  in  this  state  was  per- 
mitted to  support  the  body,  as  in  walking,  it  be- 
came inverted,  and    twisted    on  its    longitudinal 
axis,  so  that  the  weight  rested  on  the  fourth  and 
fifth  metatarsal   bones.     The  deformity  had  ori- 
ginally consisted    in    the    direction    of  the    foot 
downwards,  the  lateral  displacement  beinsr  scarce- 
ly perceptible  at  first,  but  increasing-^  the  child 
advanced  in  years.     No  attempt  had  been  made 
to  check  the  progress  of  the  deformity. 

M.  Delpech  remarked  that,  after  accidental 
rupture  of  the  tendo  Achillis,  the  greatest  care 
always  failed  in  attaining  an  immediate  union  ; 
that  the  point  injured  presents  a  knot  or  swell- 
ing, and  subsequent!}',  a  wasting  or  depression, 
the  tendon  having  lost  its  original  breadth  and 
thickness.  These  phenomena  depend,  as  in  frac- 
ture of  the  patella  or  olecranon,  on  a  new  form- 
ation connecting  the  divided  extremities  of  the 
injured  organ. 

The  apparatus  consisted  in  two  elastic  garters, 
padded,  one  buckled  above,  the  other  below  the 
knee  ;  with  a  segment  of  a  circle  of  iron,  attach- 
ed to  the  upper  garter,  and  passed  in  a  groove 
of  the  lower  one,  which  could  be  fixed  there  by 
a  screw.  Two  rods  of  iron  projected  from  the 
lower  garter  forwards,  an  iron  axis  running 
through  them,  and  supporting  two  cog  wheels. 
An  elastic  band  was  buckled  round  the  foot,  be- 
hind the  toes,  and  gave  attachmeut  to  two  nar- 
row iron  plates,  running  upwards,  and  indented 
in  their  upper  half,  the  indentations  exactly  cor- 
responding, and  fitting  to  the  teeth  of  the  cog- 
wheel on  each  side., 

The  patient  being  laid  on  his  belly,  M.  Del- 
pech plunged  a  knife  in  front  of  the  tendon,  from 
the  inner  to  the  outer  side  of  the  leg,  making  an 
incision  an  inch  long,  in  the  integuments  on  each 
side.  Withdrawing  the  knife,  he  introduced  an- 
other, very  convex  at  the  point,  and  directing  it 
from  before  backwards,  he  cut  through  the  ten- 
don transversely,  without  injuring  the  skin  im- 
mediately over  it.  The  operation  was  not  very 
painful,  and  immediately  afterwards,  M.  Delpech 
could  bend  the  foot  to  a  right  angle  with  the  leg. 
He  fixed  the  foot  as  before  the  division  of  the 
tendon,  bringing  the  heel  forwards  by  a  ban- 
dage passing  under  it,  and  fixed  to  the  iron  bars 
which  ascended  from  the  toes  to  the  knee.  A 
compress  was  fixed,  with  sticking  plaster,  over 
the  ends  of  the  tendon,  which,  as  far  as  could  be 


judged  through  the    integuments,  were    in    con-  it  appeared  to  have  reached  the  greatest  extent 


tact.  The  limb  was  then  placed  on  a  pillow, 
the  leg  and  thigh  bent.  Little  pain  or  constitu- 
tional disturbance  followed;  the  tenth  day,  M. 
Delpech  exposed  the  wound,  but  without  mov- 
ing the  apparatus.  The  swelling  was  confined 
to  the  wounds  and  point  of  section,  the  ends  of 
the  tendon  appearing  in  apposition. 

On  the  twelfth  day,  the  suppuration  was  ac- 
companied by  some  sloughs  of  tendon.  Twenti- 
eth dny,  all  pain  had  ceased  ;  one  wound  had 
healed,  the  other  nearly.  No  interspace  was 
perceptible  between  the  ends  of  the  tendon,  but 
merely  a  contraction  or  diminution  of  its  bulk. 
The  cicatrices  in  the  integuments,  and  the  di- 
vided part  of  the  tendon,  were  plainly  seen  to 
move  upwards  and  downwards  when  the  foot 
was  bent  and  extended.  Twenty-eighth  day, 
the  wounds  were  quite  closed,  the  cicatrices 
somewhat  retracted  in  front  of  the  tendon.  The 
contracted  part  of  that  organ  was  only  a  few 
lines  long;  it  evidently  moved  with  the  foot. — 
The  bandage  over  the  heel  was  slackened,  the 
foot  a  little  bent  on  the  ankle,  and  fixed  in  that 
posture  by  a  moderate  rotation  of  the  erg  wheel, 
elevating  the  ascending  rods  a  few  teeth  higher. 
No  pain  followed,  and  though  the  point  of  the 


foot  was  raised  considerably',  there  was  not  ani 
evident  stretching  of  the  new  formation.  The 
patient  had  loosened  the  band  beiow  the  knee, 
and  had  bent  the  leg  more  on  the  thigh.  He 
replaced  the  apparatus,  and  by  means  of  the  seg- 
ment of  a  circle,  already  described,  extended  the 
leg  on  the  thigh  almost  completely,  at  the  sum;- 
time  plocing  the  patient  on  his  back.  Some 
pain  succeeded,  principally  at  the  point  of  sec- 
tion, but  extending  over  the  whole  limb. 

Up  to  the  31st  day,  the  foot  was  progressive- 
ly brought  forwards  by  the  apparatus.  Every 
time  that  the  force  distending  the  tendon  was  in- 
creased, the  patieut  complained  of  pretty  severe 
pain,  lasting  two  or  three  hours,  and  gradually 
ceasing.  The  laxity  of  the  tibio-tarsal  articula- 
tion, caused  by  the  original  deviation  of  the  foot 
inwards,  began  to  produce  a  deviation  in  the  op- 
posite direction  outwards,  when  acted  on  by  the 
distending  force  of  the  apparatus.  A  leather 
garter  was  buckled  below  the  knee,  and  to  it,  in 
front  of  the  leg,  was  fixed  a  strap  two  inches 
long,  with  a  buckle  at  its  lower  end.  A  second 
strap,  fixed  round  the  foot,  behind  the  toes,  and 
extending  upwards  in  front  of  the  leg,  was  buck- 
led to  the  other.  The  leg  was  then  placed  in  a 
fracture-box,  with  two  large  padded  splints,  ex- 
tending from  the  knee  beyond  the  foot.  The 
strap  of  the  foot  was  buckled  into  that  of  the 
knee,  so  that  all  lateral  deviation  being  prevent- 
ed by  the  splints,  the  foot  was  carried  directly 
forwards. 

The  foot  made  great  progress  ;  the  ends  of 
the  tendon  were  found  nearly  an  inch  and  a  half 
asunder.  A  few  days  sufficed  to  bend  the  foot  so 
as  to  bring  it  to  a  right  angle  with  the  leg;  the 
apparatus  was  retained  to  keep  the  parts  in  that 
position  during  the  period  necessary  to  effect  the 
solidification  of  the  new  formed  part  between 
the  ends  of  the  tendon.     At  the  end  of  a  month 


of  its  elongation,  contraction,  and  density.  Its 
longlh  appeared  to  be  about  two  inches,  its  bulk 
ha  if  the  natural  size  of  the  tendon;  it  resisted 
every  attempt  to  bend  the  foot  farther  than  to  a 
right  angle  with  the  leg.  The  tendency  to  de- 
viation outwards  still  remained.  The  patient 
could  stand  upright,  support  himself  on  one  or 
both  feet,  walk  quick  cr  slow,  and  even  run, 
without  any  other  inconvenience  than  that  from 
slight  devialion  of  the  foot.  Recovery  was  re- 
tarded by  occurrence  of  scrophulous  abscesses 
about  the  knee;  his  health  was  re-established  by 


sea  bathing,  &c.     He   now, 


enjoys   good 


health,  and  by  the  security  and  rapidity  of  his 
progression,  forms  a  subject  of  wonder. 

It  has  been  uniformly  observed,  that  attempts 
at  walking,  while  the  deformity  remains  uncor- 
rected, injure  (he  developement  of  the  muscles, 
even  in  the  thigh. 

Attempting  the  treatment  of  deformities  of  the 
feet  before  the  patient  is  able  to  walk,  dimin- 
ishes the  bulk  and  contractility  of  the  muscles. 
Proportion  the  force  of  the  apparatus  to  the  ex- 
tent of  deformity,  also  to  the  power  of  the  mus- 
cles. A  point  of  support  is  required,  for  the 
power  to  be  applied,  near  to  the  deformity,  ex- 
tensive, solid,  and  not  easily  hurt.  The  power 
should  be  applied  as  far  as  possible  from  the  de- 
formity, from  the  greater  power  of  a  long  lever, 
and  the  diminution  of  pressure  en  the  skin  ;  also, 
because  as  the  deformity  affects  several  bones, 
the  farther  the  power  is  exerted  from  the  cen- 
tre of  deformity,  the  greater  is  the  number  of 
bones  acted  on.  The  power  employed  should 
be  perpendicular  to  the  parts  on  which  it  is  ex- 
erted, as  well  as  on  the  parts  which  are  to  be 
moved.  It  should  be  elastic. — The  apparatus 
employed  by  M.  Delpech,  in  lateral  deviations^ 
did  not  weigh  more  than  two  ounces,  sometimes 
less. 

Mcntpellier,  Fr. 


The  making  of  artificial  noses,  by  integuments  from 
the  forehead  or  arm,  was  much  used  by  the  surgeons 
attached  to  the  East  India  Company,  during  their  fre- 
quent wars  at  the  close  of  the  last  century.  Hyder  Aly 
had  no  faith  in  paroles  of  honour,  and  to  identify  those 
officers  who  had  once  been  his  prisoners,  they  were  per-> 
mitted  to  return  to  the  English  quarters,  after  their 
noses  had  been  cut  off.  Many  distinguished  men  were 
thus  mutilated,  w*ho  oftentimes  were  relieved  by  surgi- 
cal ingenuity. 

TAL1ACOTIAN  OPERATION:. 
By  Mr.  Davies,  London. 

Shepherd  Capon,  3?,t.  4u,  lost  his  nose  three 
years  ago  from  syphilis,  with  which  he  had  been 
affected  between  two  and  three  years.  He  has 
now  been  well  of  that  disease  nearly  three  years. 
He  is  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  He  was  obliged 
to  keep  a  handkerchief  tied  round  his  face  and 
mouth  to  hide  the  deformity.  The  cartilage  of 
the  nose  was  entirely  gone, "and  a  great  part  of 
the  nasal  bones.  The  disease  had  destroyed  the 
upper  lip  also,  and  produced  a  chasm,  extending 
downwards  from  the  nostrils;  the  two  sides  of 
the   cleft   were   held   together   by  a  very  thin 
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bond,  i  of 


an  inch  long.     The   cleft  below  this 
with   a 
of  the 


was    triangular,  extending, 
nearly  over  the  whole  ed^ 


wide  base, 
lip.  Above 
this  commissure,  the  nostrils,  &c.  were  all  open. 
The  upper  maxillary  bone  was  entirely  destroy- 
ed between  the  two  canine  teeth,  which  allow- 
ed the  remaining  portion  of  the  upper  lip  to  sink 
down.  The  edges  of  the  nostrils  and  aii  the 
surrounding  skin  were  in  a  scarry  state,  and  ap- 
peared to  possess  but  little  life.  The  man  was 
m  good  health. 

September  19th,  1823,  at  noon,  at  the  St.  Pan- 
eras  Infirmary,  in.  presence  of  Dr.  Roots,  Mr. 
Barrack,  of  Gower  Street,  and  several  other 
medical  gentleman,  the  edges  of  the  opening  in 
the  iip,  above  the  small  commissure  which  unit- 
ed its  two  halves,  were  pared  all  round,  and  the 
surface  of  the  cartilaginous  substance  forming 
the  auterior  part  of  the  floor  of  the  nostrils  was 
scraped  with  the  point  of  the  scalpel.  A  piece 
of  integuments,  large  enough  to  cover  the  open- 
ing, was  then  dissected  out  from  the  side  of  the 
face,  close  to  where  the  root  of  the  original  nose 
had  been,  leaving  a  small  peduncle  for  the  ves- 
sels to  enter  into  it.  This  piece  was  twisted 
down  to  cover  the  deficiency  in  the  lip,  and  a 
stitch  put  in  it  to  retain  it  in  its  situation.  An 
incision  was  made  on  each  side  of  the  root  of  the 
original  nose,  and  the  integuments  dissected  for- 
ward on  each  side,  and  turned  inside  cut,  that 
their  edges  might  meet  in  the  middle,  in  which 
were  put  a  stitch,  that  they  might  support  the 
tip  of  the  future  nose,  and  give  the  skin,  which 
was  now  internal,  a  chance  of  extending  forward 
to  meet  that  covering  of  the  outside  of  the  fu- 
ture nose.  The  form  of  the  future  nose,  cut  out 
in  a  piece  of  adhesive  plaster,  was  stuck  on  the 
forehead  ;  and  the  portion  covered  by  this  piece 
was  dissected  down  as  low  as  the  root  of  the  old 
nose,  where  a  small  peduncle  was  left  to  the  flap, 
in  which  a  twist  was  formed,  in  order  to  bring 
the  surface  of  the  skin  outward.  The  flap  was 
then  brought  down   over  the  nostrils,  and  three 


ration,  and  he  left  town  in  three  weeks  from  the 
time  at  which  he  was  operated  on.  His  nose  at 
this  time  was  perfectly  healed,  retaining  a  good 
form,  and  the  wound  on  the  forehead  was  reduc- 
ed to  the  size  of  a  half-crown  piece.  It  is  com- 
pletely cicatrized  ;  the  nose  retains  its  former 
shape;  and  his  countenance,  considering  what  a 
ravage  the  disease  had  made  of  it,  appears  man- 
fy.  From  want  of  plugging  the  nostrils  proper- 
ly when  he  was  out  of  town,  one  is  closed  up, 
but  the  other  is  large  enough  for  transmission 
of  air. 


stitches 


were 


put    on   each  side.     It  was  next 


plugged  with  lint,  and  made  into  the  form  of  a 
nose  by  thick  compresses  laid  longitudinally  on 
each  side,  and  a  roller  was  placed  round  the 
head  to  retain  them.  The  forehead  was  dress- 
with  adhesive  plaster.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  tie  two  small  vessels  during  the  operation. — 
The  man,  who  was  now  very  cold,  was  put  to 
bed,  and  a  little  wine  and  water  given  him. 

In  the  evening,  the  new  nose  felt  warm  to  the 
touch.  The  man  felt  pretty  comfortable.  He 
was  ordered  small  doses  of  sulphate  of  magnesia 


to  keep  his  bowels   open,  and  his  diet  to  consist 
of  nothing  but  slops. 

The  dressings  were  removed  on  the  third  daj', 
and  both  sides  were  found  united  from  top  to  bot- 
tom. The  wound  on  the  forehead  appeared 
health}',  and  was  beginning  to  granulate.  The 
portion  of  integument  which  was  brought  down 
to  cover  the  deficiency  of  the  lip,  was  united, 
and  the  new  nose  had  acquired  a  tolerably  good 
shape.  A  little  bleeding  took  place  from  the 
inner  surface  of  the  new  nose,  in  endeavouring 
to  remove  the  plug,  but  it  did  not  amount  to  a 
couple  of  drams.  The  plug,  the  following  day, 
was  loosened  by  suppuration.  He  was  dressed 
daily,  and  the  nostrils  were  kept  well  plugged 
■with  lint.  The  stitches  were  removed  on  the 
sixth  day,  when  the  union  was  complete.  He 
began  to  walk  out  in  twelve  days  after  the  ope- 


RECOVERY  OF  A  PERSON  SUPPOSED  DEAD. 

By  Mr.  Hakmaitt,  physician  at  Nancy,  Fr. 

December  23,  1764,  8,  A.  M.  I  was  sent  for 
by  M.  de  Potier,  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Lew- 
is, &x.  at  Nancy,  to  attend  his  cook,  who  was 
dangerously  ill.  Another  physician,  judging  it 
was  an  apoplectic  fit,  had  ordered  the  remedies 
usual  in  such  cases,  without  any  effect.  Clys- 
ters of  tobacco,  with  coloquintida,  made  not  the 
least  impression.  At  2,  P.  M.  as  I  was  entering 
the  doors,  the  other  physician  told  me  the  cook 
was  dead,  and  that  everjr  kind  of  aid  had  been 
administered  in  vain. 

They  were  preparing  for  his  funeral.  I  found 
his  face  livid,  and  a  little  swollen  ;  eyes  half-open, 
bright,  prominent ;  the  mouth  closed,  teeth  fix- 
ed, neck  enlarged,  belly  very  much  swollen; 
there  was  neither  pulse  nor  respiration.  The 
kitchen-girl  informed  me  that  he  had  retired  to 
his  chamber  about  eleven  o'clock,  the  preceding 
evening,  in  good  health  ;  that  she  had  carried 
up,  by  his  order,  a  brasier,  with  charcoal. 

I  had  him  placed  naked  on  a  seat,  in  a  court 
by  the  side  of  a  fountain.  I  then  threw  cold 
water  in  his  face  by  glassfu'.s.  More  'than  an 
hour  elapsed  before  he  discovered  any  signs  of 
sensibility.  We  threw  water  with  greater  force, 
and  more  frequently  than  before,  which  soon 
produced  a  slight  hickup.  Several  persons  of 
distinction  ran  to  the  place ;  I  ordered  the  ad- 
ministration of  cold  water  to  be  continued.  The 
hiccoughs  became  stronger  and  more  frequent, 
and  I  perceived  the  teeth  began  to  relax.  I  in- 
troduced some  cylinders  of  liquorice  root,  with 
the  utmost,  difficulty,  between  the  teeth.  We 
soon  perceived  the  chest  endeavouring  to  distend 
and  contract  itself. 

I  ordered  Spanish  snuff  to  be  blown  into  the 
nostrils,  to  e?;cite  sneezings.  The  attendants 
perceived  him  to  move  his  head,  and  give  mani- 
fest signs  of  sensation  ;  he  moved  also  his  right 
hand  and  fingers,  as  if  he  wished  to  raise  them 
to  his  nose.  The  water  was  continued  with 
vigour,  and  the  frequency  of  the  hiccoughs  in- 
creased proportionabty.  This  remedy  excited  a 
slight  vomitius-  of  nauseous  matter. 

I  had  already  spent  three  hours  in  attempting 
the  recovery.  Continuance  of  this  remedy  at 
length  procured  a  vomiting-  of  frothy  matter,  re- 
sembling soap  suds,  to  which  succeeded  most  vi- 
olent efforts  of  the  chest.  The  body  began  to 
be  greatly  agitated,  and  to  raise  itself.  All  the 
members,  and  particularly  the  finger*  and  toes, 
became  violently  contracted.  He  uttered  a  cry; 
I  redoubled  at  the  same  time  the  projection  of 
the  water;  this  renewal  produced  a  fresh  dis- 
charge of  saponaceous  matter,  with  new  attempts 
to  respire.  The  movements  of  the  body  redou- 
bled with  such  agitation,  that  they  seemed  to  in- 


dicate the  pain  which  the  patient  suffered  from 
the  treatment. 

1  conveyed  the  patient  from  the  open  court, 
where  we  all  experienced  the  severest  cold,  into 
the  kitchen ;  but  he  immediately  relapsed  into 
insensibility.  We  were  obliged  to  open  the  win- 
dows and  doors,  and  renew  the  projection  of  wa- 
ter. Three  hours  more  were  employed  in  this 
exercise;  and  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
subject  began  to  cry  out  with  violence,  and  was 
seized  with  an  universal  trembling. 

At  half  past  ten,  I  found  him  perfectly  sensi- 
ble, his  belly  distended,  and  his  body  seized  with 
shiverings  at  intervals.  I  ordered  a  clyster,  and 
a  ptisan  of  chicken-broth.  He  passed  a  good 
night.  The  pulse  was  become  more  regular, 
the  pain  in  the  head  less,  also  the  shiverings, 
and  there  only  remained  a  sensation  of  fatigue, 
and  a  small  distension  of  the  abdomen.  The  4th 
day,  the  patient  found  himself  radically  cured. 


OBSTRUCTED  MENSTRUATION. 
Ey  Wm,  P.  Dewees,  M.  D.  &c.  Philadelphia. 
Where  it  has  no  other  remote  cause  than  ex- 
posure to  cold,  just  before  or  after  the  time  for 
its  discharge,  or  fevers  without  visceral  obstruc- 
tion, I  declare,  from  experience  of  16  years,  that 
the  vol.  tinct.  of  guiac.  never  failed  me.  After 
the  menses  have  failed  two  or  three  periods,  if  a 
bleeding,  a  brisk  purge,  warm  teas  and  warm 
bath,  do  not  restore  them  at  the  first  or  second 
accustomed  period,  we  should  immediately  use 
the  guaiacum.  It  is  necessary  to  prepare  the 
system  for  it ;  that  is,  with  women  robust  and 
plethoric,  blood-letting,  purging,  and  a  vegeta- 
ble diet  should  be  premised  a  few  days,  or  until 
the  system  will  bear  the  stimulus  of  the  tincture. 
It  sometimes  relieves  very  quickly  ;  at  others,  in 
five  or  six  weeks. 

I  have  known  it  in    two  instances  restore  this 
discharge,  where  it  had  ceased  three  years,  and 
many  where  it  had  failed  more  than  one. 
R  Pulv.  gum,  guaiac.  g  viij. 

Carbon,  sod.  vel  potas.    3iij. 
Pulv.  piment.  g  ij. 

Alcohol,  dilut.  lb.  ij. 

Dig. 
The  vol.  spt.  of  sal  ammoniac  3>,  to  be   add- 
ed, pro  re  nata,  to  every  four  ounces  of  the  tinc- 
ture ;    or  less  or  more,  agreeably  to  the  state  of 
the  system. 

MIDWIFERY. 

Oct.  10th,  1799,  at  5,  P.  M.  I  delivered  a  lady 
of  a  fine  hea!tlry  boy,  after  a  labour  of  some 
hours.  After  a  careful  delivery  of  the  placenta, 
I  examined  by  the  vagina,  and  also  by  the  hand 
upon  the  abdomen,  to  discover  if  there  was  an- 
other child,  (for  it  was  supposed  by  the  lady's 
friends  she  was  pregnant  with  twins)  but  could 
discover  nothing  like  one.  She  was  put  to  bed, 
and  enjoyed  a  sleep  of  several  hours  :  she  was 
roused  from  this,  at  length,  by  severe  and  regu- 
lar pains  ;  after  they  had  continued  some  time, 
she  felt  something  protruding  from  the  vagina  ; 
I  was  immediately  sent  for.  I  found  an  ovum 
complete,  and  extracted  it  carefully  and  entire. 
Upon  opening  the  membranes,  an  embryo  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  months  presented  itself, 
fresh  and  almost  transparent ;  the  funis  large, 
white,  and  shining  ;  the  placenta  healtlry  and  en- 
tire ;  the  blood  on  its  maternal  surface  rather 
florid  ;  the  waters  clear,  abundant  and  gelatinous; 
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every  thing  looked  as  though  the  child  had  just 
parted  with  life.     There   was  no  hemorrhage 


during  gestation. 


ABORTION. 

An  immense  number  of  children  are  lost  annu- 
ally, between  the  third  and  fifth  month  of  gesta- 
tion. In  cities,  the  regular  bills  of  mortality,  in 
a  population  of  fifty  thousand,  give  an  aggregate 
of  one  hundred  stillborn  children  in  a  year.  Sep- 
arately from  the  wicked  practice  of  procuring 
abortions,  to  preserve  the  characters  of  individ- 
uals, which  are  never  publicly  known,  the  cata- 
logue is  astonishing. 

Most  of  these  premature  deaths,  are  directly 
in  consequence  of  some  imprudence  in  the  moth- 
er, which  might  easily  be  avoided.  In  many  in- 
stances, it  may  have  an  origin  in  the  fashionable 
method  of  tight  dressing ;  in  others,  in  long  con- 
tinued exercise.  We  know  of  the  case  of  a  wo- 
man who  has  lost  three  children  in  succession, 
by  dancing,  of  which  she  is  passionately  fond. — 
A  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  may  be  induced  by 
continual  lacings  ;  when  this  has  once  been  ef- 
fected, abortion  is  not  unfrequent.  When  a  habit 
of  miscarrying  at  certain  periods,  is  established, 
it  can  be  overcome  only  by  abstaining  from  all 
those  ill-timed  faults  that  predispose  the  system 
to  debility.  Medicines  are  nearly  useless  to  a 
constitution  whose  only  disease  consists  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  unrestrained  excesses. 

The  custom  of  dressing  girls  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  fashionable  women  are  confined,  distorts 
the  pelvis,  while  the  bones  are  in  that  elastic  car- 
tilaginous state,which  admits  of  their  being  mould- 
in  any  form,  under  habitual  pressure.  Among  the 
American  savages,  the  islands  of  the  South  Sea, 
and  in  Greenland,  a  premature  birth  is  scarcely 
known.  Flatulency  is  a  common  complaint, 
which  materially  affects  the  system  during  ges- 
tation. Whatever  produces  sudden  changes  in 
the  circulation,  or  specifically  alters  the  nature 
of  the  secretions  in  the  digestive  organs,  pro- 
duces concomitant  changes  in  the  gravid  uterus. 
Costiveness  is  a  general  attendant  through  preg- 
nancy, but  severe  cathartics  may  at  once  destroy 
ihe  life  of  the  child. 


DISEASES  OF   NEW-ENGLAND. 

As  population  and  agriculture  have  increased, 
there  has  been  a  modification  of  diseases,  in  all 
climates  of  the  world.  In  New-England,  wilhin 
the  last  forty  years,  physicians  have  remarked  a 
variety  of  diseases,  which  have  gradually  be- 
come common,  that  formerly  were  only  known 
through  the  medium  of  authors.  Snows  fall  less 
frequently,  less  in  quantity,  and  are  but  epheme- 
ral, compared  with  those  heavy  bodies  which 
laid  three  and  four  months  upon  the  ground,  half 
a  century  ago.  Sudden  changes  of  temperature, 
from  summer-heat  to  the  severest  extremes  of 
cold,  are  now  experienced  in  those  months,  which 
were  once  nearly  stationary  at  a  freezing  point. 
Old  people  suffer  more  by  these  variations  of 
climate,  than  those  who  have  been  born  within 
the  lost  30  years. 

Chronic  rheumatic  inflammation  was  scarcely 
known  to  the  older  physicians  in  New-England  ; 
now,  it  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  complaints  of 
the  aged,  nor  are  the  young  exempt  from  it. — 
Rheumatic  affectious  have  been  rapidly  increas- 
ing for  many  years.     Remedies  which  were  pre- 


scribed with  happy  results  in  any  class  of  dis- 
eases, have  been  found,  at  intervals  of  a  few 
years,  inadequate  to  their  removal :  to  no  class 
has  this  observation  been  more  commonly  and 
more  truly  applied  than  to  inflammatory  affec- 
tions. Blood-letting,  which  has  been  efficient 
at  one  season  of  the  year,  has  proved  most  fatal 
at  another  :  hence,  a  successful  line  of  practice 
in  the  eastern  States,  consists  in  constantly  vary- 
ing prescriptions  to  correspond  with  the  pecu- 
liarities of  a  varying  climate.  Arbitrary  regu- 
lations in  the  practice  of  medicine,  in  relation  to 
doses  or  the  precise  times  of  administering  them, 
at  this  time,  would  only  subject  the  physician  to 
endless  disappointments,  and  defeat  the  objects 
of  his  profession.  These  alterations  of  climate 
have  evidently  induced  a  much  greater  mortali- 
ty by  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  lungs.  Even 
phthisis  undergoes  modifications  with  the  gradu- 
al revolutions  of  climate.  Hectic^  commences 
earlier,  and  the  fatal  termination  is  proportiona- 
bly  rapid.  There  has  been  a  perceptible  aug- 
mentation of  pulmonary  diseases,  especially  the 
last  15  years,  in  cities  and  in  the  country.  The 
deaths  in  females,  to  those  in  males,  by  con- 
sumption, is  as  3|  to  2.  The  deaths  by  con- 
sumption, between  the  ages  of  27  and  40,  are  to 
those  between  19  and  27,  about  3  to  5. 

Typhus  is  the  prevailing  type  for  two  hun- 
dred miles  north  and  west  of  Boston,  especially 
in  September  and  October. 

Cutaneous  eruptions  are  less  frequent,  and  less 
dangerous  than  in  the  more  southerly  parts  of 
the  union.  Catarrhal  affections  hold  a  conspic- 
uous place  in  the  catalogue  of  endemial  diseases, 
on  the  sea-shore  and  in  the  interior,  in  the  young 
and  old,  in  all  months  of  the  year.  Enteritis 
has  become  more  common  in  our  autumns  ;  the 
child  and  adult  are  equally  its  subjects,  particu- 
larly among  the  farmers.  Bowel-affeclions  of 
infants  are  more  fatal  than  in  the  southern  States. 


ANATOMICAL  DISCOVERIES. 

With  the  exception  of  some  trifling  progress 
in  the  anatomy  of  the  brain,  the  science  has  been 
nearly  stationary  a  great  length  of  years.  Phys- 
iology being  intimately  connected  with  whatever 
belongs  to  the  animal  functions,  is  perceptibly 
undergoing  important  changes ;  but  this,  in  a 
great  measure,  must  be  governed  by  anatomical 
discoveries.  The  use  of  the  spleen,  the  renal, 
capsular,  and  thymus  gland,  have  defied  the  in- 
genuity of  celebrated  anatomists  for  ages,  nor 
can  it  be  supposed  any  very  accurate  hypothe- 
ses can  be  given,  or  even  probable  conjectures, 
after  so  many  distinguished  experimentalists 
have  been  discouraged  in  the  attempt  to  explain 
their  functions.  Laudable  inquiries  seem  of  late 
to  actuate  anatomists  at  the  south,  to  investigate 
some  of  these  neglected  viscera.  We  have  be- 
fore suggested  that  the  thyroid  gland,  which 
has  also  been  the  subject  of  unsuccessful  inquiry, 
was  an  organ  of  voice,  and  as  such,  intimately 
connected  with  the  vocal  tube,  to  modulate  the 
vibrations  in  the  thyroid  cartilages,  and  give 
tone  to  the  voice. 

The  thyroid  gland  has  neither  the  external 
appearances,  nor  any  of  the  properties  of  a  gland, 
but  from  its  granulous,  spongy  texture,  is  admi- 
rably calculated  to  receive  a  quantity  of  blood, 
on  which  the  shrill  or  low  tone  of  the  voice  may 
depend.  If  a  fluid  is  suffered  to  be  in  contact 
with  a  vibrating  string,  proportioned  like  one  of 


the  musical  springs  in  a  snuff-box,  however  high 
toned  it  may  have  been,  the  quantity  of  liquor 
confined  in  oil  leather,  varies  or  softens  the 
tone  to  any  degree  of  exactness  which  may  be 
required. 

The  reed-stops  in  a  patent  organ,  resemble 
the  human  voice  more  than  any  other  musical 
instrument,  because  the  sound  depends  on  the 
vibration  of  a  spring,  confined  to  a  cast  tube, 
modeled  after  the  larynx.  If  a  column  of  water 
be  placed  on  the  spring-,  or  round  the  tube, 
through  which  the  air  is  forced,  the  imitation  of 
voice  is  so  exact  as  to  excite  astonishment.  The 
greater  the  quantity  of  water,  the  lower  the 
tone,  &c. 

Dr.  Goodman,  of  Philadelphia,  has  discovered, 
within  a  few  weeks,  a  muscle  belonging  to  the 
thyroid  gland  ;  he  has  been  successful  in  detect- 
ing it  on  only  five  subjects.  We  have  not  beard 
any  use  assigned  it  by  the  doctor,  nor  have  we 
been  informed  of  its  origin  or  insertion,  but  are 
led  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  such  a  muscle 
in  every  person,  which  has  a  .specific  action  in 
compressing  the  gland,  and  thus  regulating  the 
quantity  of  blood  thrown  into  it  by  the  superior 
and  inferior  thyroid  arteries.  If  a  person  in  a 
violent  passion  is  observed,  it  will  be  noticed 
that  the  ability  of  talking  is  diminished,  as  circu- 
lation is  quickened.  Sailors  always  speak 
hoarsely  when  in  a  violent  paroxysm  of  rage. — 
The  greater  quantity  of  blood  given  to  the  gland 
at  the  moment  of  menial  excitements,  of  this  na- 
ture, accounts  for  the  phenomenon.  Shortening 
of  the  neck,  in  singing  base,  relaxes  the  tension 
of  the  parts,  that  the  blood  may  distend  it  more 
effectual!)',  to  diminish  the  vibrations  in  the  vo- 
cal pipe.  The  reason  why  the  manufacturers 
of  androides  have  been  unsuccessful  in  imitation 
of  the  human  voice,  is  because  thev  use  no  fluid 
to  regulate  the  guttural  vibrations. 

Majendie  says,  "  by  forcing  air  through  the 
trachea  of  any  animal,  after  death,  it  will  pro- 
duce the  same  voice  which  it  possessed  when 
alive."  We  find  no  such  result  but  by  the  appli- 
cation of  warm  oil  or  water  to  the  epiglottis  and 
thyroid  cartilages,  and  the  introduction  of  a  reed 
of  a  hautboy,  or  a  split  quill,  a  little  below  the 
cricoid  cartilage.  Groans,  and  the  cry  of  a  child, 
&c.  can  be  very  exact!}'  imitatated.  In  an  aged 
female,  a  few  months  ago,  if  the  arteries  of  the 
thyroid  giand  were  considerably  distended  with 
size,  the  tone  was  widely  different  from  that, 
when  they  were  partially  empty.  All  the  ante- 
rior muscles  of  the  throat  are  so  connected  as  fo 
expel  the  blood  by  compressiug  the  gland.  Sing- 
ers invariably  raise  the  chin,  and  keep  the  neck 
straight  and  erect,  in  giving  shrill  tones  ;  this 
gives  greater  action  to  the  muscles  in  changing 
the  circulation,  or  rather  tends  to  prevent  the  in- 
gress of  blood.  The  vessels  of  the  thyroid  g-|and 
are  larger  than  those  of  other  organs  of  thrice 
its  magnitude,  besides  being  almost  in  contact 
with  the  carotid  and  subclavian  arteries. 

In  a  former  article,  we  gave  an  opinion  that 
the  fine  modulations  of  a  musical  voice,  depend- 
ed essentially  on  the  oblique  arytenoid  muscles, 
demonstrated  by  the  dissection  of  singers,  and 
those  who  never  were  capable  of  it;  and  we 
have  subsequently  come  to  the  conclusion,  that 
all  the  great  variety  of  voices,  used  in  the  ex- 
pression of  common  social  language,  is  regulated 
entirely  by  the  connection  of  the  thyroid  gland 
with  the  vocal  tube. 
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CHANGES  PRODUCED  ON  THE  HAIR. 

A  major  in  the  service  of  Napoleon,  on  an  ex- 
cursion in  Iialy,  was  robbed  in  the  evening,  of 
gold  and  diamonds  of  immense  value,  in  which 
ali  his  property  consisted,  barely  escaping 
with  his  life.  The  anguish  of  his  feeling's  on 
reflecting  that  he  was  reduced  to  beggary  among 
strangers,  prevented  any  disposition  for  sleep. 
In  the  morning,  while  dressing  his  head,  he  found 
a  large  lock  of  hair  on  the  forehead,  turned  com- 
pletely white,  which  has  continued  so.  He  was 
a  young,  healthy  man,  with  a  fine  dark  head  of 
hair,  wholly  free  from  any  mixture  of  grey. 

The  hair  of  a  young  man,  set.  30,  who  had 
met  with  a  severe  disappointment,  turned  com- 
pletely grey  in  four  months. 

A  gentleman  of  middle  age,.of  temperate  hab- 
its, within  the  last  year,  without  any  disease,  lost 
the  entire  hair  from  his  head,  eyebrows,  and 
eyelids. 

Mrs.  E.  aet.  31,  having  buried  her  husband 
and  two  children  in  one  week,  besides  losing  her 
property,  on  which  her  maintenance  seemed  to 
depend,  lost  a  large  portion  of  her  hair  in  a  few 
weeks,  while  that  which  remained,  turned  from 
a  glossy  black  to  a  dark  grey. 

Capt.  S.  being  stabbed  in  the  shoulder  by  an 
assassin,  who  sought  his  life,  saved  himself  by 
leaping  from  the-  second  story  of  a  house,  to  the 
top  of  a  coach,  and  broke  his  thigh.  Before 
the  expiration  of  a  year,  his  hair,  which  was  a 
light  auburn,  changed  alaicst  white,  and  remain- 
ed so. 


strangling  with  a  silk  cord,  &c.  If  the  criminal 
has  been  a  person  of  standing  in  society,  he  has 
a  silken  rope  given  him  on  the  spot  with  which 
he  is  directed  to  strangle  himself;  he  rarely  dis- 
obeys. 

Infanticide  is  so  common,  that  it  excites  no 
surprise,  nor  subjects  the  authors,  when  detect- 
ed, to  any  reproach,  if  the  child  was  deformed. 
Starvation,  by  confinement  in  a  cage,  placed  in 
the  public  walks,  guarded  by  soldiers,  is  common 
in  every  part  of  China.  The  rack  is  a  slow, 
lingering  death,  dreadful  beyond  all  other  pun- 
ishments. The  criminal  is  confined  in  an  erect 
posture,  his  limbs  extended  on  a  cross,  where  a 
blow  is  given  once  in  two  or  three  hours,  that 
breaks  the  bone,  at  the  same  time  that  great  ex- 
tension is  given.  The  operation  often  lasts  fif- 
teen days. 


PUNISHMENT    OF   CRIMINALS. 

The  Chinese  and  Persians  continue  the  same 
shocking-  cruelties  en  criminals,  that  were  prac- 
ticed centuries  ago,  without  lessening  the  num- 
ber of  criminals,  in  China,  it  is  asserted  by  the 
mandarins,  that  the  perpetration  of  crimes  has 
rather  been  increasing  for  many  years. 

For  adultery,  the  woman  has  her  fingers  placed 
between  a  frame  of  reeds,  which  is  lifted  up  by 
■two  men,  who  carry  her  thus  suspended,  till  her 
fingers  are  completely  pinched  off  at  the  paims. 
She  is  then  commanded  to  beg  her  living;  but 
should  any  one  give  her,  at  one  time,  more  than 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  her  immediate  wants, 
he  is  liable  to  punishment.  For  forgery,  the 
culprit  is  compelled  to  kneel  down  in  a  public 
street,  with  his  head  held  back    by  an  assistant, 


CIRSOCELE,  VARICOCELE 
I  extirpated  from  a  currier,  ast.  40,  who  had 
been  disabled  from  continuing  his  business,  and 
who  was  cured  in  20  days.  With  another  vari- 
cose tumour,  the  scrotum  was  as  large  as  a 
child's  head  ;  1  had  the  cord  held  near  the  ring, 
and  the  testicle  at  the  same  time  drawn  down 
justly  enough  to  be  distinguishable  ;  I  dissected 
and  separated  as  distinctly  as  possible  the  testi- 
cle and  cord  from  the  varicose  body  and  remov- 
ed. The  great  varicose  veins  were  necessarily 
divided,  and  much  blood  lost.  Cure  was  effect- 
ed in  a  month.  j.  l.  petit. 

M.  C.  physician  of  the  French  military  hospi- 
tals, Sept.  j  806,  has  had,  for  18  years,  a  cirsocele 
of  the  leftside.  I  made  a  long  incision  to  the 
depth  of  the  cord,  isolated  the  tumour,  tied  it 
above  and  below,  cut  out  a  large  portion  of  the 
scrotum  :  the  upper  ligature  came  away  the  20th 
day,  the  lower  on  the  35th.  Cicatrization  was 
cornpiete  the  56th  day.  j.  p.  cumax\o. 

Trieste. 


Electricity. — A  lad  fell  from  a  two-pair  ° 
stairs  window,  and  was  thought  to  be  killed ;  he 
was  carried  to  a  surgeon  in  the  neighbourhood. 
After  various  means  were  tried,  the  lad  was  de- 
clared to  be  dead,  and  sent  home  :  but  a  gentle- 
man, who  wished  to  try  the  effects  of  electricity, 
communicating  to  the  body  four  small  shocks,- 
signs  of  life  appeared ;  and  by  repeating  the 
shocks,  the  lad  was  perfectly  recovered,  and 
able,  in  two  hours  time,  to  walk  about  the  house. 


By  long  perseverance  in  rubbing  muscular 
contractions  with  greasy  emollients,  I  have  in 
many  instances  succeeded,  where  the  patient  had 
been  lame  for  years.  Emollients,  to  prove  use- 
ful, must  be  applied  a  long  time.  They  must  be 
rubbed  for  an  hour,  three  times  a  day,  over  all 
the  diseased  parts.  The  friction  should  aot  be 
confined  to  the  rigid  tendons,  but  extended  over 
the  whole  corresponding  muscles,  from  one  ex- 
tremity to  the  other,  especially  over  the  fleshy 
parfs  of  the  muscles.  benj.  bell, 

Edin.  Sept.  1801, 


surg. 


A  ball  of  hair,  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  taken 
from  the  stomach  of  an  ox,  has  been  presented 
to  us.  It  has  a  thick,  inefastic  covering,  of  a 
horny  texture,  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick.  The 
hair  is  rolled  so  hard,  it  will  not  admit  of  any 
compression  by  ordinary  manual  strength.  The 
animal  never  appeared  to  have  suffered  from  it. 
Probably  it  was  drawn  in  by  licking  itself  and 
other  cattle,  in  the  season  of  shedding  the  coat, 
and  matted  in  this  compact  manner  by  the  per- 
istaltic action  of  the  stomach,  where  it  accumu- 
lated a  mucous  covering,  that  forms  the  present 
texture  on  the  outside. 


whi; 


e   an 


officer  fids  his  eyes    with 


quicklime, 


which  is  pressed  in  with  a  spoon,  til!  the  whole 
globe  of  both  eyes  is  destroyed.  The  pain  of 
this  operation  is  inconceivably  excruciating. 

A  thief  is  often  punished  by  being  obliged 
to  lie  down  on  the  floor,  in  presence  of  the  judge, 
while  the  peroneal  nerves  or  tibials  of  both  legs 
are  cut  out.  A  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance, 
has  frequently  witnessed  this  terrible  cruclt}'  in 
Canton.  lie  observed  the  executioner  cut  with 
remarkable  precision,  never  missing  the  nerve 
he  was  commanded  to  extract.  Inability  for 
ijsirig  the  leg  ever  after,  invariably  results.  For 
minor  offences,  the  person,  kneeling  in  the  street, 
receives  from  ten  to  two  hundred  blows  on  his 
cheeks,  with  a  thick  leather  strap.  In  this  case, 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  break  the  mniar  bones, 
disfiguring  the  countenance  very  badly.  Even 
if  the  blows  are  but  mildly  inflicted,  inflamma- 
tion, s'.'pp" ration,  and  even  exfoliation  gcnerally 
follow.     Murder   is   punished   by   decapitation, 


Medical  Study. — A  judicious  course  of  medical 
study  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  student. 
Method,  in  study,  should  be  established  at  the 
commencement  of  medical  education;  otherwise, 
the  mind  becomes  confused  with  a  variety  of 
subjects;  a  habit  of  restlessness  is  acquired,  that 
disqualifies  him  (from  pursuing  profound  reason- 
ings. Industry,  without  system,  never  accom- 
plished great  purposes;  to  excel,  requires  a 
powerful  effort,  founded  on  regularity,  and  gov- 
erned by  order.  Promiscuous  reading,  in  the 
early  part  of  medical  studies,  diverts  the  atten- 
tion from  the  direct  sources  of  that  knowledge 
which  the  student  should  be  desirous  of  obtaining. 


In  the  Swedish  village  of  Skallforp,  where 
the  inhabitants  have  no  spring-wells,  but  use 
stagnant  and  putrefying  water,  about  one  half  of 
the  population  die  of  phthisis, 


In  persons  who  lose,  at  an  early  age,  the  grind- 
ers of  both  jaws,  the  condyles  of  the  inferior  jaw 
are  gradually  displaced,  depress  the  auditory 
meatus,  and  thus  occasion  such  deviation  of  the 
sonorous  vibrations,  they  do  not  properly  reach 
the  tympanum.  The  same  deviation  is  some- 
times occasioned  by  engorgement  of  the  lymph- 
atic glands,  as  I  have  frequently  remarked  in 
scrophulous  subjects.  Trumpets  of  elastic  gum 
were  contrived,  to  rest  on  the  anti-helix,  tragus, 
and  anti-tragus.  By  pilatation  of  the  gum  from 
the  warmth  in  the  auditory  meatus,  two  patients, 
scarcely  able  to  distinguish  even  the  loudest 
sounds,  were  then  enabled  to  hear  very  distinct- 
ly, conversation  in  an  ordinary  tone.  j.f.  larhey. 

Paris,  Oct.  1022. 


The  number  of  medical  students  in  the  Transylvania 
University,  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  is  200. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 

Ending-  March  25th,  from  the  Health-Office  Returns. 

March  19. — Elizabeth  Harris;    Caroline  A.  Scboltz, 

19  ; Calahan  ;  Mary  H.  T.  Ashton,   9  mo. ;   Mary 

Stocker,  65.  20. — Louisa  Babcock,  24 -,  Mary  Dunn, 
54;  Alexander  Lindsey ;  John  Thompson;  Francis 
Ayres  ;  James  Quigley  ;  Henry  H.  Pcntland  ;  Elizabeth 
Tucker,  13  ;  William  Calder,  44  ;  Edward  A.  Hebard, 
5.  21. — Oliver  G-.  Lincoln,  3  ;  Susannah  M.  Lincoln, 
3  ^  Ephraim  Dean  ;  Mary  Sherry  ;  Phebe  Jeffers,  22. 
— Thomas  E.  Charier,  4  ;  Thomas  A.  Adams,  6  mo.  ; 
Robert  J.  Byram,  jr.  4.  23. — Charles  R.  Wise,  8  mo.; 
Francis  Chapeau,  38.  24^-^-Louisa  Colburn,  2  :  Eliza- 
beth Ayres,  30.  25. — Jaiaes  Lanston,  52  ;  James  Bur- 
gen,  38. 

Consumption,  5 — Dropsy  of  the  Head,  3 — Disorder 
of  the  Head,  1 — Lung-Fever,  2— .Accidental,  1  —  Can- 
ker, 2 — Abscess,  1 — Scald,  1 — Quincy,  1 — Stillborn,  1 
—Childbed,  1. 
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TREMULOUS  DELIRIUM. 
By  E.  H.  Bartlett,  M.  D.  Boston,  April  2,  1824. 
A  man  of  middle  age,  robust,  plethoric  habit, 
formerly  a  master-mariner,  of  late  years  was  ad- 
dicted to  the  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits. 
Feb.  1823,  he  had  a  pulse  rather  hard  and  fre- 
quent ;  flushed  face  ;  occasional  rigors  ;  slight 
thirst,  not  much  inclination  to  eat.  For  three 
days  he  very  gradual!}'  grew  worse  ;  then  I  per- 
ceived a  slight  tremulous  motion  of  the  hands, 
a  singular  expression  of  the  eyes,  and  some  inco- 
herence of  speech.  I  drew  20  ounces  of  blood, 
and  gave  a  cathartic  of  jalap  and  calomel,  which 
not  having  the  desired  effect,  was  followed  by 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  0j  ;  a  small  discharge  of 
dark  fetid  matter  followed.  He  now  became 
rapidly  worse  ;  constant  watchfulness,  headach, 
and  furious  delirium  followed ;  an  increase  of 
trembling,  and  incessant  call  for  brandy. 

With  the  advice  of  a  neighbouring  physician, 
Tenesection  and  cathartics  were  repeated,  and  1 
gave  tinct.  opii,  gtt.  200,  and  tinct.  digitalis,  grs, 
xsx.  He  at  length  refused  any  thing  but  spir- 
it, which  had  been  withheld,  but  was  now  used, 
much  diluted,  as  the  most  convenient  vehicle  for 
his  medicine.  No  force  could  confine  him  to  his 
bed  :  his  imagination  was  continually  running  up- 
on his  business,  and  once  or  twice  he  broke  loose 
from  the  attendants,  and  paced  the  streets  with 
much  complacency.  Finding  not  the  least  ef- 
fect from  the  medicine,  in  the  height  cf  his  de- 
lirium 1  gave  him  iO  drops,  in  a  little  spirit  and 
water,  of  the  hydro-cyanic  acid,  recently  pre- 
pared according  to  Ccheele's  formula.  He  instant- 
ly undressed,  rolled  his  eyes,  went  to  bed,  and 
fell  into  a  deep  sleep,  which  continued  two  hours. 
He  awoke  tolerably  rational,  and  continued  so 
for  two  hours  ;  then  he  relapsed  into  his  former 
furious  state.  Tinct.  of  opium,  gtt.  100,  were 
given,  with  10  of  (he  acid,  which  operated  in- 
stantly as  before,  giving  great  alarm  to  the  by- 
standers. When  he  was  roused,  he  became  per- 
fectly rational,  and  gradualiy  recovered. 


CURE  OF  PERSONS  BITTEN  BY  SERPENTS. 

By  Mr.  Williams,  of  Bengal. 
August,  1780,  a  servant  of  mine  was  bitten  in 
the  heel,  as  he  supposed,  by  a  snake,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  was  in  great  agony,  with  convul- 
sions about  the  throat  and  jaws,  and  continual 
grinding  of  the  teeth.  I  gaye  him  forty  drops  of 
eau  de  luce  in  water,  and  applied  some  of  it  to 
the  part  bitten  ;  the  dose  was  repeated  every  8 
or  10  minutes,  till  a  small  phial  full  was  expend- 
ed ;  it  was  near  two  hours  before  it  could  be 
said  he  was  out  of  danger.  A  numbness  and 
pricking  sensation  was  perceived  extending  itself 
»p  to  the  knee,  where  a  ligature  was  applied  so 
tight  as  to  stop  the  returning  venous  blood.  The 
foot  and  leg  up  to  where  the  ligature  was  made, 
were  stiff  and  painful  for  several  days,  and  cov- 
ered with  a  branny  scale. 

July,  1782,  a  woman  of  the  Brahmin  cast,  near 
Chunar,  was  bitten  by  a  cobra  de  capello,  be- 
tween tbe  thumb  and  finger  of  her  right  hand. 
Prayers  and  superstitious  incantations  were  prac-j  man  recovered  in  a  few  hours 


tised  by  the  Brahmins  about  her  till  she  became 
speechless  and  convulsed,  with  locked  jaws,  and 
profuse  saliva  running  from  her  mouth.  On  be- 
ing informed  of  the  accident,  I  sent  a  servant 
with  a  bottle  of  the  volatile  caustic  alkali  spirit, 
of  which  he  poured  a  tea-spoonful,  mixed  with 
water,  down  her  throat,  and  applied  some  of  it 
to  the  part  bitten,-  the  dose  was  repeated  a  few 
minutes  after,  then  she  was  evidently  better,  and 
in  about  half  an  hour,  recovered. 

A  woman  servant  at  Benares,  was  bitten  in 
the  foot  by  a  cobra  de  capello  :  1  gave  her  sixty 
drops  of  the  the  volatile  caustic  alkali,  in  water, 
&  applied  some  of  it  to  the  part  bitten  :  in  about 
seven  or  eight  minutes  after,  she  was  quite  re- 
covered.    I  saw  the  snake  after  it  was  killed. 

July,  1784,  the  wife  of  a  servant  of  mine,  was 
bitten  by  a  cobra  de  capello,  on  the  outside  of 
the  little  toe.  in  a  few  minutes  she  became 
convulsed,  particularly  about  the  jaws  and  throat, 
with  a  continual  gnashing  of  the  teeth.  She  at 
first  complained  of  a  numbness  extending-  from 
the  wound  upwards,  but  no  ligature  was  applied 
to  the  limb.  Sixty  drops  of  the  volatile  caustic 
spirit  were  given  in  water,  by  forcing  open  her 
mouth  :  in  about  seven  minutes  the  dose  was  re- 
peated, when  the  convulsions  left  her;  in  three 
more,  she  became  sensible,  and  spoke  to  those 
who  attended  her.  A  few  drops  of  the  spirit 
had  been  applied  to  the  wound.  The  snake  was 
killed  and  brought  to  me. 

July,  1788,  when  the  weather  was  exfremely 
hot,  no  rain  excepting-  a  slight  shower,  having 
fallen  for  many  months,  a  servant  at  Juanpon 
was  bitten  by  a  snake  on  the  leg,  about  2  inches 
above  the  outer  ankle.  He  immediately  tied  a 
ligature  above  the  part  bitten,  but  was  in  a  few 
minutes  in  such  exquisite  torture,  which  extend- 
ed up  his  body  to  his, head,  that  be  soon  became 
dizzy  and  senseless.  I  sent  my  servant  with*  a 
phial  of  the  volatile  caustic  alkali,  who  found 
him  quite  torpid,  with  the  saliva  running  out  of 
his  mouth,  and  his  jaws  so  fast  locked,  as  to  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  use  an  instrument  to  open 
them  and  administer  the  medicine.  Forty  drops 
were  given  him  in  water,  and  applied  to  the 
wound;  and  the  dose  repeated  a  few  minutes  af- 
ter. In  about  half  an  hour  he  was  perfectly  re- 
covered. I  could  discover  the  marks  of  the 
fangs ;  two  on  one  side  and  one  on  the  other, 
and  from  a  distance  they  were  asunder.  More 
than  ten  minutes  did  not  appear  to  have  elapsed 
from  the  time  of  his  being  bitten  till  the  medi- 
cine was  administered.  The  wound  healed  im- 
mediatelv,  and  he  was  able  to  attend  to  his  dutv 
the  next  day. 

September,  1786.  a  servant  at  Benares,  was 
bitten  in  the  leg  by  a  large  cobra  de  capella. — 
Before  I  arrived,  they  had  given  him  a  quantity 
of  sweet  oil.  I  directed  the  usual  dose  of  vola- 
tile caustic  alkali  to  be  given,  which  brought 
the  oil  from  his  stomach,  or  it  is  probable  that 
the  stimulating  effect  of  the  volatile  spirit  would 
have  been  so  blunted  by  it,  as  to  have  become 
inefficacious;  a  second  dose  was  immediately  ad- 
ministered, and   some   time  after,  a  third.     The 


The  following  is  an  instance  of  the  bite  of  a 
snake,  called  by  the  natives  knait,  a  specie9  of 
the  boa. 

Sept.  16,  1788,  a  man  was  brought  to  me  who 
had  been  bitten  on  two  toes,  above  an  hour  be- 
fore. He  was  perfectly  sensible,  but  complain- 
ed of  great  pain  in  the  part  bitten,  with  an  uni- 
versal languor.  I  immediately  gave  him  thirty 
drops  of  the  volatile  caustic  alkali  spirit  in  wa- 
ter, and  applied  some  of  it  to  the  wound  ;  in  a 
few  minutes  it  became  easier,  and  in  half  an 
hour  he  was  carried  away  by  his  friends.  Whe- 
ther from  Ihe  bite,  or  the  motion  of  the  dooly 
on  which  he  was  carried,  he  became  sick  at  the 
stomach,  threw  up  the  medicine,  and  died  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after. 

Some  persons  bitten  by  snakes,  when  brought 
to  me,  have  not  been  able  to  swallow,  from  con- 
vulsion of  tbe  throat  and  fauces,  a  constant  symp- 
tom of  the  bite  of  the  cobra  de  capeilo  ;  many 
persons  have  been  brought  to  me  who  had  been 
dead  some  time.  I  never  knew  an  instance  of 
the  volatile  caustic  alkali  failing  in  its  effects, 
where  the  patient  has  been  able  to  swallow  it. 


Cure  of  the  Plague  by  unction  with  Olive  oil. — 
There  is  no  instance  of  the  person  rubbing  a  pa- 
tient having  taken  the  infection;  he  should  pre- 
viously anoint  himself  all  over  with  oil,  md 
avoid  receiving  tbe  breath  of  the  infected  per- 
son. Amongst  upwards  of  a  million  of  inhabi- 
tants carried  off  by  the  plague  in  upper  and  low- 
er Egypt,  during  the  space  of  four  years,  I  could 
not  discover  a  single  oilman,  or  dealer  in  oil. 
Wm.  Baldwin.  British  Agent. 
Alexandria,  1797. 


EFFECT  OF  MERCURIAL  VAPOUR. 
By  Wm.  Burnett,  M.  D. 
The  Triumph  of  74  guns,  in  the    harbour    of 
Cadiz,  March  1810,  received  130  tons  of  quick- 
silver, principally    stored    in  the  bread-room. — 
The  mercury  was  confined  in  bladders,  the  blad- 
ders in  small  barrels,  and    the  barrels  in   boxes. 
The  heat  of  the  weather  was  considerable,  and 
the  bladders  having    been   wetted,  soon    rotted, 
and  the  mercury,  to  the  amount  of  several  tons, 
was  speedily   diffused    through  the  ship,  mixing 
with  tbe  bread,  and  more  or  less  with  the  other 
provisions.     A  great  number  of  the  ship's  crew, 
and  several  of  the  officers,  became  severely  af- 
fected with  p'3'a!i?m,  the  surgeon  and  purser  be- 
ing among  (he  first  and    most    severely  affected, 
by  the  mercury  flowing  constantly  into  their  en- 
bins  from  the  bread-room  ;  their  cabins  being,  as 
is  usual,  on  the  orlop  deck,  separated   from  this 
store    by  partitions  of  wood.     In  the  space  of  3 
weeks    from    the    mercury    being   received    on. 
board,  two  hundred  men  were  afflicted  with  pty- 
alism,  ulcerations  of  the  mouth,  partial  paralysis 
in  many  instances,  and  bowel-complaints.    These 
men  were  removed  into  transports,  where  those 
men   slightly  affected  soon  got  welt;    but  fresh 
cases  occurring  daily,  the  Triumph  was  sent  to 
Gibralter  to  purify  the  ship    by  ablution,  the  af- 
fected men  being  sent    to  the   Naval    Hospital;. 


186 


BOSTON    MEDICAL   INTELLIGENCER. 


which  was  strictly  attended  to;  the  provisions, 
stores,  and  shingle-ballast,  beiDg  removed  on 
shore. 

Notwithstanding  the  removal  of  the  provi- 
sions, &c.,  and  afterwards  frequent  ablution  on 
restowing  the  hold,  every  man  so  employed,  as 
well  as  those  in  the  steward's  room,  were  at- 
tacked with  ptyalism  ;  on  the  ship's  passage,  and 
on  her  return  to  Cadiz,  the  fresh  attacks  were 
daily  and  numerous  till  the  13th  of  June,  when 
the  Triumph  sailed  for  England. 

After  their  departure  from  Cadiz,  they  expe- 
rienced fresh  breezes  from  the  N.  E. ;  and  the 
men  being  kept  constantly  on  deck,  the  ship  air- 
ed night  and  day  by  wind  sails,  the  lower-deck- 
ports  allowed  to  remain  open  at  all  times,  when 
it  could  be  done  with  safety,  allowing  no  one  to 
sleep  on  the  orlop-deck,  and  none  affected  with 
ptyalism  on  the  lower  deck,  a  very  sensible  de- 
crease in  the  number  daily  attacked  soon  be- 
«ame  apparent ;  but  many  of  those  already  af- 
fected became  worse,  and  they  were  under  the 
necessity  of  removing  twenty  seamen,  and  the 
same  number  of  marines,  with  two  Serjeants  and 
two  corporals,  to  a  sloop  of  war  and  the  trans- 
ports in  company.  On  their  arrival  near  Ply- 
mouth, July  5tb,  not  one  remained  on  the  list 
for  ptyalism. 

Almost  all  the  sheep,  pigs,  goats  and  poultry, 
1  died  from  it;  mice,  cats,  a  dog,  and  a  canary  bird, 
shared  the  same  fate,  though  the  food  of  the  lat- 
ter was  kept  in  a  bottle  close!}'  corked.  The 
surgeon  (Mr.  Plowman)  informed  me  he  had 
seen  mice  come  into  the  ward-room,  leap  up  to 
some  height,  and  fall  dead  on  the  deck. 

The  Triumph,  previous  to  this  event,  had  a 
number  of  her  men  attacked  with  a  malignant 
ulcer;  in  many,  the  ulcers,  which  had  long  been 
completely  healed,  without  an  erasure  of  the 
skin,  broke  out  again,  and  soon  put  on  a  gangre- 
nous appearance. 

The  vapour  was  very  deleterious  to  those 
having  any  tendency  to  pulmonic  affections;  3 
men  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  who  had  never 
complained,  or  been  on  the  list  before  they  were 
saturated  with  the  mercury  ;  and  one  man  who 
had  suffered  from  pneumonia,  but  was  perfectly 
cured  ;  and  another  who  had  not  any  pulmonic 
complaint  before,  were  left  behind  at  Gibra'ter, 
tinder  confirmed  phthisis.  Two  only,  out  of  so 
large  a  number  affected,  died  from  ptyalism,  gan- 
grene having  taken  place  in  their  cheeks  and 
tongues:  they  had  previously  lost  all  their  teeth. 
In  a  woman,  who  was  confined  to  bed  in  the 
Cock-pit  with  a  fractured  limb,  all  the  teeth 
were  lost,  and  many  exfoliations  took  place  from 
the  jaws. 

The  decks  were  covered  with  a  black  pow- 
der; the  brass  cocks  of  the  boilers,  and  the  cop- 
per bolts  of  the  ship,  were  covered  with  the 
metal,  the  la*$t  to  some  extent  within  the  wood  ; 
«  gold  watch,  gold  and  silver  money  in  a  drawer, 
and  some  of  the  iron  work  which  had  been  kept 
bright,  were  in  some  places  covered  with  quick- 
silver. 

Those  who  messed  and  slept  on  the  orlop  and 
lower  deck",  except  the  midshipman,  suffered 
equally,  while  those  on  the  upper  deck  were  not 
so  severeiy  affected  :  the  meu  who  lived  and 
slept  under  the  forecastle,  escaped  with  a  slight 
affection  of  the  gums.  The  only  reasons  which 
can  be  assigned  for  the  partial  escape  of  the  mid- 
shipman, urej  the  wiadsajbj  were  kept  always  in 


action,  and  these  gentlemen  were  almost  con- 
stantly on  deck,  or  more  frequently  employed 
out  of  the  ship,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
than  the  men.  7940  pounds  of  biscuit  were  con- 
demned as  unserviceable  from  having  quicksilver 
mixed  with  it. 

Sulphur  in  large  quantities  internally,  produc- 
ed no  alleviation  of  the  symptoms;  it  greatly 
augmented  the  bowel-complaints,  with  which 
many  of  the  men  were  affected,  and  brought  on 
a  most  severe  tenesmus.  The  only  plan  which 
produced  effectual  relief,  was  removal  from  the 
ship,  with  frequent  use  of  small  doses  of  neutral 
salts  and  detergent  gargles. 


BONE-SETTERS. 
By  Percival  Pott,  F.  R.  3.  London,  1783. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  people  regard  bone- 
setting  (as  it  is  called)  as  no  matter  of  science  ; 
a  thing  which  the  most  ignorant  farrier  may  be- 
come soon  and  perfectly  master  of;  that  he  may 
receive  it  from  bis  family,  as  a  heritage.  We 
all  remember  the  great,  though  short-lived  rep- 
utation, of  the  late  Mrs.  Mappe.  The  absurdity 
and  impracticability  of  her  promises  and  engage- 
ments were  by  no  means  equal  to  the  expecta- 
tions and  credulity  of  those  who  ran  after  her, 
from  the  lowest  labourer,  to  people  the  most  ex- 
alted; several  of  whom  believed  the  most  ex- 
travagant assertions  of  an  ignorant,  drunken,  fe- 
male savage,  solicited  her  company,  and  seemed 
to  enjoy  her  conservation. 

Desire  of  health  and  ease,  seems  to  put  all 
understandings  on  a  level:  the  avaricious  are 
duped  by  every  bubble  ;  the  lame  and  unhealthy 
by  every  quack.  Each  party  resigns  his  under- 
standing; swallows  greedily,  for  atime  believes 
implicitly  the  most  groundless,  delusory  prom- 
ises :  nothing  but  loss  and  disappointment  pro- 
duces conviction.  Arts,  trades,  and  manufac- 
tures, are  learnt,  in  general,  by  those  who  have 
employed  proper  time  and  attention  in  these  pur- 
suits: it  seems  most  singular  that  medical  people 
are  the  only  part  of  mankind  so  dull  as  not  to  be 
able  to  learn  ;  or  so  profligately  wicked,  as  not 
to  practise  their  art  to  the  best  of  their  judg- 
ment, and  to  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to 
mankind.  There  always  have  been  men  who 
well  understand  the  science  they  profess,  and 
practise  it  with  great  ability  and  strict  integrity. 
The  multitude  in  all  ranks  are  always  deficient. 
Advancements  in  knowledge  are  always  owing 
to  the  ingenuity  and  industry  of  a  few  people  ; 
such  advancements  always,  in  due  time,  influence 
the  rest.  Much  remains  to  be  done  ;  3'et  who- 
ever will  compare  the  present  practice  with  that 
of  a  very  few  years  ago,  cannot  justly  withhold 
hiscommendation  from  his  contemporaries. 

i  heard  a  judge  tell  a  jury,  he  believed  a 
country-bone-setter  knew  as  much,  if  not  more 
of  the  matter  of  his  own  business,  than  the  most 
eminent  surgeon  in  the  kingdom.  His  lordship 
might  very  little  understand  the  thing  concern- 
ing which  he  decided  so  peremptorily.  Such 
speeches  are  the  consequences  of  a  petulant  at- 
tempt to  be  witty,  rather  than  of  conviction; 
therefore,  at  best,  frivolous  and  idle. 

CANCER. 

When  scirrhus  seizes  a  part  that  has  sustain- 


such  mischief  has  not  been  done  by  outward  vio- 
lence, that  cancerous  disorders  have  not  follow- 
ed, in  the  parts  injured,  in  persons   who,  before 
such  accident,  never  had  any  appearance  of  such 
disorder;    who  might  have  lived  many   years, 
nay,  their  whole  life,  without  its  appearing   in 
such  form  and   manner :    but    that,  previous  to 
such  accident,  there  was  no   cancerous   disposi- 
tion or  malignity  in  the  habit,  cannot  be  admitted. 
What  disorders  of  the  joints  do  we  see,  pro- 
duced  by  very  slight  injuries  !    disorders  clearly 
scrophulous,  which  would  not  have  appeared  at 
that  time,  or  in  that  part,  had  it  not  been   for 
such  accident ;   no    man   thence  concludes  such 
people    have    no    scrophulous  taint,  previous  to 
such  strain  or  bruise.     How  many  internal  parts 
are  attacked  by  this   disease,  as   well  as  others, 
which,  being  out  of  sight,  pass  for  other  diseases  I 
What  tumors  of  the  lumbal  glands  and  mesente- 
ry, what  obstructions  in  all  parts  of  the  contents, 
of  the  abdomen  and  thorax,  do  we  not   find,  on 
examining  the  dead,  whose  disorders  were  very 
little  known  or  understood,  but  whose  prevalent 
indisposition,  would  most  probably  have    shown 
itself  in  some  more  visible  part,  if  such  part  had 
suffered  from  external  violence  ! 

Use  of  caustic  is  attended  with  two  circum- 
stances, which  have  greatly  contributed  to  the 
support  of  cancer-quackery  :  one  is,  it  spares  the 
the  horror  of  an  operation,  which,  though  infi- 
nitely less  painful  than  the  caustic,  is  not  be- 
lieved to  be  so  ;  and  the  ragged  appearance  of 
the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  parts,  makes  ignorant 
people  believe,  what  the  designing  always  tell 
them,  viz.  that  the  medicine  has  taken  their  dis- 
ease by  the  roots ;  and  that  the  ragged  parts, 
which  they  see,  are  such  roots. 

Caustic  of  equal  strength,  on  any  glandulas 
part  of  any  person,  will  always  produce  the  same 
appearances.  When  nurses  and  quacks  talk  of 
the  fibrous  roots  of  cancer,  they  are  excuseable  ; 
when  they  who  pretend  to  some  kind  of  medical 
knowledge  use  this  language,  it  is  shameful. 

Every  practitioner  is  well  acquainted  with 
caustics  which  are  perfectly  efficacious :  but 
every  practitioner  also  knows,  good  reasons  for 
preferring  them  to  the  knife  very  seldom  occur. 
We  have  laid  aside  certain  methods  and  pro- 
cesses, because  we  found  them  to  be  painful, 
hazardous,  and  ineffectual ;  these  very  methods 
give  credit  and  honour  to  those  who  have  had 
ignorance 
them. 

In  cancerous  habits,  arrival  of  puberty,  a  fa- 
vourable turn  in  a  constitution,  or  renewal  of 
long  obstructed  evacuations,  (especially  the  uter- 
ine ones,)  restores  better  health,  and  prevents 
the  progress  of  the  disorder.  In  this  case,  if  the 
extirpation  was  made  by  an  external  application, 
not  by  an  instrument,  such  application  is  thought 


and    inhumanity   enough   to    revive 


to  have  wrought  the  cure. 

NATURAL  CURATIVE  PROCESS. 

Why  do  we  hear  so  much  of  miracles  per- 
formed by  the  paste  of  one  quack  ?  by  the  injec- 
tions, oils  and  balsams  of  others  ?  when  we  all 
know,  that  there  is  nothing  specific  for  the  cure 
of  the  diseases  in  their  compositions;  and  that 
the  venders  of  these  remedies  are  people  whose 
ignorance  in  physic  and  surgery  is  below  all  no- 
tice. That  these  cures  are  much  more  frequent- 
ed injury  from  without,  it  does  not  necessarily  lly  talked  of  than  made,  I  know  ;  but  that  some 
follow  thence,  that  the  constitution  is  free  few  people,  who  have  been  long  and  unsuccess- 
from  taint.     No   man  will   pretend  to  say,  thatj  fully  treated   by  surgeons,  have  got  either  well, 
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or  better,  under  the  very  negligent  management 
of  some  of  these  quacks,  is  incontestable. 

While  we  look  for  what  these  people  do,  we 
overlook  what  they  do  not  do,  by  which  the 
good  is  produced.  A  first  principle  in  quackery 
is  to  condemn  whatever  has  been  done  before, 
right  or  wrong.  Quacks  avoid  all  connection 
with  regular  practitioners,  to  have  the  sole  man- 
agement of  the  patient,  and  to  avoid  inspection. 
Without  intending  any  such  thing,  on  an  honest 
or  a  rational  principle,  they  leave  the  sore  to 
nature;  who,  when  the  impediments  of  dressings 
(which  offend  either  in  quality  or  quantity,)  is 
removed,  doe9  much  more  than  her  too  officious 
assistants  believe. 

Many  cures,  thought  by  several  practitioners 
to  have  been  brought  about  by  a  multiplicity  of 
dressings,  endeavoured  to  be  kept  tight,  by  all 
the  caution  of  compress  and  bandage,  are  very 
frequently  effected  by  the  constant  and  general- 
ly successful  endeavours  of  nature  so  to  dis- 
place them,  that  she  gradually  gets  opportuni- 
ties of  doing-  her  own  business.  The  business  of 
good  surgery  is  to  assist  nature  ;  but  she  will, 
sometimes,  get  the  better  even  of  the  worst. 

Usque  recurret, 

Et  mal-a  perrumpet  furtim  fastidia  victrix. 


Inflammation  of  the  Tongue  cured  by  Incisions. 
— (Journal  Universel,4*c.,Jui?i  1823.) — A  stout 
young  woman,  after  exposure  to  cold,  experi- 
enced a  considerable  diminution  of  the  menstrual 
discharge ;  and  not  long  afterwards  was  attacked 
with  severe  pain  of  the  throat,  impeding  degluti- 
tion and  the  movements  of  the  tongue.  The 
tongue  began  to  swell,  and  soon  became  so  vo- 
luminous, as  to  block  up  the  fauces,  project  out 
of  the  mouth,  press  down  the  lower  jaw,  and 
cause  a.  distressful  sense  of  approaching-  suffoca- 
tion. Two  deep  incisions  were  made  from  the 
base  to  the  tip  of  the  tongue.  A  few  hours  af- 
terwards, the  swelling  had  abated  so  considera- 
bly, the  woman  was  able  to  close  the  jaw.  Tar- 
Irate  of  potass  and  antimony  was  prescribed,  so 
as  to  produce  vomiting ;  her  state  continued  rap- 
idly to  improve,  and  she  was  completely  well 
the  eighth  day. 


ARTIFICIAL  PALATE. 
From  the  Lon.  Med.  and  Phys.  Joum. 
The  natural  want  or  the  casual  destruction  of 
that  delicate  organ,  the  human  palate,  is  attend- 
ed with  the  most  unpleasant  cf  all  effects — the 
loss  of  the  voice  :  and  of  the  many  substitutes 
which  we. have,  very  few  have  those  advantages 
which  could  be  wished.  The  common  metallic 
palate  seldom  fits  well,  and  always  gives  pain  ; 
while  those  of  gum  caoutchouc  and  ether  elastic 
substances  are  offensive,  aod  also,  by  pressing 
asunder  the  parts,  increase  the  deficiency.  The 
removal  of  them  all,  for  the  purpose  cf  cleaning, 
is  a  work  of  some  trouble.  We  have  seen  a  sil- 
ver palate,  constructed  by  Mr.  Clark,  of  Grosve- 
nor-street,  a  very  ingenious  dentist,  which  obvi- 
ates many  of  the  objections  to  the  old  construc- 
tion. It  fits  the  parts  with  the  utmost  nicety, 
and  as  it  does  not  all  press  upon  the  edges  of 
the  deficiency,  it  allows  the  parts  to  contract  or 
even  to  be  to  a  certain  extent  reproduced;  the 
wearer  can  take  it  out,  clean  it  and  replace  it, 
in  two  or  three  minutes.  When  it  is  to  be  re- 
moved or  put  in,  the  wings  which  fasten  it  to 
the  upper  side  are  made  to  collapse  into  a  very 


small  space,  and  after  it  is  put  in  its  place,  they 
are  made  to  expand  and  embrace  the  edges  oi 
the  bone  with  any  degree  of  tightness  that  may 
be  necessary.  The  whole  of  the  machinery 
(which  is  very  neat)  is  worked  by  a  small  but- 
ton in  the  centre  of  the  palate,  so  flat  as  to  give 
no  uneasiness  to  the  tongue,  and  yet  which  can 
be  moved  with  the  greatest  ease.  Besides  the 
facility  with  which  this  palate  can  be  removed 
and  replaced,  the  great  advantage  of  it  consists 
in  the  accuracy  with  which  it  fits  the  parts. 

The  inventor  being  an  expert  worker  in  met- 
als, cuts  and  works  the  whole  himself,  and  by 
this  means  is  enabled  to  procure  a  perfect  mod- 
el, and  also  fit  it  precisely.  In  some  very  bad 
cases  Mr.  Clark  has  fitted  those  palates  with 
joints,  by  which  they  could,  without  any  pain  to 
the  wearer,  be  made  fast  to  the  moveable  parts  of 
the  mouth.  It  is  four  or  five  years  since  Mr. 
Clark  made  and  fitted  the  first  palate  of  this 
kind  ;  surgeons  of  the  first  consequence  in  town 
and  also  in  Edinburgh,  have  spoken  highly  of 
it,  and  yet  the  inventor  has  not,  in  the  usual  way, 
called  the  attention  and  claimed  the  patronage  of 
the  public. 

ON  PRESERVATION  AND  BREEDING  OF  LEECHES. 

From  Joum.  Univers.  April,  1823. 
An  interesting  memoir  on  this  subject  has  been 
lately  read  by  M.  Noble,  physician  at  Versailles, 
before  the  agricultural  Society  of  the  Seine  and 
Oise — and  it  appears  from  his  experiments,  that 
these  useful  animals  may  be  effectually  preserv- 
ed and  even  bred  in  troughs,  with  the  aid  of  a 
little  care,  and  a  few  simple  contrivances.  M. 
Noble  observes,  that  the  great  mortality  among 
them,  when  crowded  together  in  small  vessels, 
is  owing  to  the  stronger  destroying  the  weaker 
for  the  sake  of  nourishment.  He  therefore  con- 
structed a  reservoir  seven  feet  long,  three  feet 
wide,  as  many  deep,  with  sloping  sides  lined  with 
clay,  supplied  it  with  a  constant  stream  of  water, 
exposed  it  to  the  sun,  sheltered  it  from  the  north, 
surrounded  it  with  a  ledge  of  turf,  and  planted 
rushes  in  one  of  the  angles.  In  November,  1820, 
he  placed  2000  grey  and  green  leeches  in  this 
trough,  where  they  passed  the  winter,  buried  in 
the  mud,  without  sustaining  any  loss  whatever. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  spring,  several  young 
leeches  were  seen  sticking  to  the  old  ones,  and 
swimming  round  them  occasionally,  as  if  to  try 
their  strength.  In  August,  he  observed  several 
smooth,  conical  holes  in  the  mud,  each  of  which 
contained  a  little  oval  cocoon,  as  big  as  that  of 
the  silk-worm,  and  porous  outwardly  like  a 
sponge.  Some  of  these  were  perforated  at  each 
end,  and  empty;  others  were  filled  with  a  trans- 
parent jelly:  and  the  rest  contained  from  nine  to 
fourteen  young  leeches,  which  in  a  few  days 
pierced  their  envelope,  and  swam  vigorously 
about.  M.  Noble  has  not  yet  witnessed  the 
formation  of  the  cocoons — for  as  soon  as  the 
leech  enters  the  conical  holes,  the  water  be- 
comes muddy,  and  conceals  their  operations. 

At  the  reading  of  the  memoir  from  which  the 
foregoing  extract  is  abridged,  a  member,  M. 
Plancy,  observed,  that  the  formation  of  cocoons 
by  the  leech  has  been  long  known  to  the  people 
in  the  department  of  Finisterre — and  that  it  is 
through  means  of  them  that  the  dealers  who 
supply  the  capital  are  in  the  custom  of  stocking 
their  ponds.  The  workmen  dig  them  up  from 
the  bottom  of  the  little  muddy  pools,  and  place 


them  in  small  ponds  prepared  for  the  purpose. 
Six  months  afterwards,  the  young  are  removed 
into  larger  ponds,  on  the  edges  of  which  cows 
and  horses  are  brought  to  feed,  for  the  purpose 
of  nourishing  them  and  hastening  their  growth, 
experience  having  taught  the  country-people- 
that  the  leech  is  never  prolific  except  after  hav- 
ing sucked  the  blood  of  animals. 


PROXIMATE  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  BLOOD. 
From  Ann.  De  Chim.  ct  de  Phys.  Mai,  1823. 
MM.  Prevost  and  Dumas  of  Geneva,  allege 
that  they  have  found  the  blood  to  consist  of  se'- 
rum.  holding  in  suspension  regular  insoluble  cor- 
puscles, which  are  composed  of  a  central  col- 
ourless spheroid,  and  a  sort  of  membranous  sac, 
of  a  red  colour,  surrounding  it.  And  they  con- 
sider the  coagulation  of  the  blood  to  arise  from 
u  the  attraction  of  the  red  matter  round  the  white 
globules  ceasing  with  the  motion  of  the  fluid,  so 
that  the  white  globules  can  obey  the  force,  which 
tends  always  to  unite  them."  The  white  glob- 
ules are  of  course  fibrine — and  the  red  matter 
seems  to  them  to  be  a  kind  of  translucent  jelly, 
insoluble  in  water,  easily  divided,  but  not  capa- 
ble of  reunion.  They  have  examined  the  pro- 
portion which  the  white  corpuscles  and  red  mat- 
ter together  bear  to  the  rest  of  the  blood,  in  a 
great  variety  of  animals — and  they  find  them 
most  abundant  in  birds,  next  in  the  mammalia — 
and  they  are  least  plentiful  in  the  cold-blooded 
animals.  In  man,  they  constitute  about  129  parts 
by  weight,  per  thousand.  They  are  more  abun- 
dant in  arterial  than  in  venous  blood  ;  one  thou- 
sand parts  of  the  arterial  blood  of  the  sheep.  (log, 
and  cat,  contain  10  parts  more  of  these  particles 
than  blood  taken  from  the  veins.  The  serum  is 
identical  in  both. 


The  subject  of  this  case  had  been  bled  the 
first  time  about  noon  for  puerperal  fever  accom- 
panied by  uterine  and  peritoneal  inflammation, 
which  was  suspended  by  the  operation  for  some 
hours,  when  being  again  kindled  up,  she  was  bled 
at  midnight.  The  inflammation  was  then  appa- 
rently suspended  ;  it  returned  in  the  night,  and 
she  was  bled  at  6,  A.  M.  with  the  same  benefit. 
From  what  had  taken  place,  it  was  suspected  in- 
flammation would  be  renewed  by  that  increase 
of  the  heart's  action  which  had  followed  each 
former  blood-letting.  In  less  than  an  hour,  the' 
pulse  became  excessively  quick,  and  the  lady 
complained  much  of  abdominal  pain.  Opium, 
3  grs.  were  administered,  and,  by  mistake,  one 
grain  at  eight,  one  at  nine,  and  another  at  ten 
o'clock.  She  fell  into  a  tranquil  sleep,  awak- 
ened convalescent,  at  *  had  no  return  of  inflam- 
mation. 

In  the  country,  my  success  »■  as  considerable 
in  what  is  called  puerperal  fever,  yet  under  the 
same  treatment  in  London,  namely,  bleeding  and 
purging,  1  am  persuaded  a  great  many  patient* 
would  have  been  lost.  Puerperal  fever  of  the 
London  females  does  not  bear  such  active  deple- 
tion as  that,  which  has  been  described  by  vari- 
ous country  practitioners,  whose  works  have 
been,  and  still  are,  considered  too  much  as  the 
guiding  stars  of  man}'  practitioners. 

The  more  we  attend  to  the  general  manage- 
ment, diet,  temperature,  quietude,  the  more 
shall  we  be  convinced  of  their  vast  importance 
in  determining  the  results  of  our  practice, 
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The  same  remedy  produces  such  different  ef- 
fects under  different  circumstances,  it  might  be 
regarded  as  a  different  agent,  so  powerful  is  the 
modifying  influence  of  special  conditions,  of  the 

PJStem.  JOHN   ARMSTRONG,  M.  D. 

London. 


On  the  estate  Vossenbergh,  in  Surinam,  were 
horn  two  white  negroes,  whose  parents  were  per- 
fectly black  ;  one  was  a  female,  sent  to  Paris  in 
1734;  the  othsr  a  boy,  born  March,  1738.  In 
1794,  a  simLiv.r  woman,  Emelia  Dewsam,  was 
exhibited  in  England,  whose  children  (though 
she  was  married  to  an  European,)  are  all  mu- 
lattoes :  the  skin  of  these  people  is  not  of  the 
European  white,  but  more  resembles  chalk ; 
their  hair  the  same ;  their  eyes  are  often  red, 
and  they  see  very  little  in  the  sunshine  :  neither 
are  they  fit  for  any  kind  of  labour  :  their  mental 
faculties,  I  have  been  told,  usually  correspond 
with  the  debilility  of  their  bodies. 

"After  Michaelmas  term,  in  1629,  a  body  was 
brought  from  the  place  of  execution,  to  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  the  body  of  a  cruel  wretch, 
who  had  murdered  the  son  of  one  Master  Scott, 
a  surgeon  of  good  note  in  London.  This  wretch 
was  of  a  very  truculent  countenance  and  aspect; 
his  hair  black  and  curled,  not  very  long,  but 
thick  and  bushy  ;  his  forehead  little  above  an 
inch  high  ;  his  brows  great  and  prominent  ;  his 
eyes  set  deep  in  their  sockets;  his  nose  crooked, 
with  a  round  knob  or  button  at  the  end,  which 
also  somewhat  turned  upwards  :  on  his  upper  lip 
lie  had  some  black  hair,  on  his  chin  very  few, 
straggling,  black  and  stiff;  his  nether  lip  was  as 
big  as  three  lips.  One  foot  was  equally  divided 
between  four  and  five  inches  deep  into  two  toes, 
jointed  like  other  men's  toes,  but  as  large  each 
of  them  as  half  the  foot  could  make  them,  with 
nails  proportionable.  The  left  foot  was  divided 
in  the  middle,  three  inches  deep,  or  scarce  so 
much  ;  one  half,  which  was  towards  the  body, 
made  one  large  toe,  with  a  nail  proportionable, 
like  the  inward  half  of  the  right  foot;  the  out- 
ward half  was  compounded  of  two  toes,  growing 
close  and  fast  together." 

The  Coromantyn  negroes,  frequently,  during 
flagellation,  throw  back  their  heads  in  the  neck, 
and  swallow  their  tongue,  which  chokes  them  up- 
on the  spot,  when  they  drop  dead.   j.  adams,  a.m. 


part  of  the  retina;  that  this  humour  sometimes 
accumulates  in  so  great  quantity  as  to  push  for- 
wards the  retina  and  the  vitreous  humour,  and 
to  produce  the  disease,  called  by  Scarpa,  Staphy- 
loma posterior,  by  distending  the  choroid  and  scle- 
rotic; and  that  this  humour  can  be  displaced  by  a 
calculous  deposit,  which  is  usually,  and  errone- 
ously, considered  as  an  ossification  or  petrefac- 
tion  of  the  membranes  of  the  eye  and  of  the  vit- 
reous humour. 

RIDING. 
Sedentary  employments  commonly  produce  a 
languid  circulation,  imperfect  chylification,  and 
disorder  of  the  absorbent  system.  Dyspepsia, 
which  is  the  result  of  an  inactive,  confined  life, 
is  frequently  relieved  by  a  steady  ceurse  of  ex- 
ercise on  the  saddle.  The  morning  is  unques- 
tionably the  proper  time  for  deriving  the  most 
permanent  advantages  from  riding ;  there  is  a 
lassitude  of  body  in  the  morning,  which  no  stim- 
ulant can  obviate  with  so  much  effect,  as  agree- 
able exercise  ;  stimulating  drinks,  or  highly  sea- 
soned food,  aggravate  this  lassitude.  Riding 
promotes  visceral  secretions,  quickens  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood,  equalizes  the  temperament 
of  the  body,  restores  defective  transpiration,  and 
conduces  to  equability  of  the  mind. 


Mrs.  T.  an  aged  lady  in  School  Street,  who 
had  small-pox  severely,  thirty  years  ago,  traces 
of  which  are  conspicuous  in  her  face,  was  vac- 
cinated three  weeks  since    on  the  left  arm,  and 


The  mortality  has  been  unusually  small  in  most 
of  the  inland  towns,  last  month. 

There  are  fifty  six  students  at  the  medical 
school  of  Bowdoin  College,  of  whom  thirty  eight 
belong  to  the  State  of  Maine. — Candidates  for 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  must  have  at- 
tended two  courses  of  lectures,  the  last  of  which 
must  have  been  at  this  institution.  Those  who 
have  not  received  a  collegial  education,  must 
satisfy  the  faculty  of  their  proficiency  in  Latin 
and  Natural  History.  The  library  contains  1 100 
vol.  principally  modern  works,  selected  with 
much  care.  The  anatomical  cabinet  contains  aU 
the  preparations  necessary  for  demonstrations. 


Bowen  Barker,  Henry  Bartlett,  Win.  B.  Duggan,  C. 
T.  Hildreth,  Timothy  Hilliard,  Hiram  Hasmen,  Joseph 
W.  Mc  Kean,  Jonas  Marshall,  Augustus  Plympton, 
Leonard  Proctor  and  E'oenezer  Stone,  were  admitted 
to  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  at  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, at  the  close  of  the  medical  lectures  in  this  city, 
the  21st  of  February  last. 


Forty  seven  students  have  recently  received  medical 
degrees  at  the  School  of  Medicine,  in  Lexington,  Ky. 


Christenings  and  Burials  in  London,  from  Dec.  10, 
1822,  to  Dec.  17,   1823.— Christened,  males,  13,945.— 

Females,  14,734. Buried,  males,  10,455. — Females, 

10,132.  Whereof  have  died,  under  two  years  of  age, 
5,905. — Between  two  and  five,  1,937, — five  and  ten, 
757, — ten  and  twenty,  157, — twenty  and  thirty,  1,375, 
—thirty  and  forty,  1,784,— forty  and  fifty,  1,902,— fifty 
and  sixty,  1,932, — sixty  and   seventy,  1,374, — seventy 


has  had  kine-pox  precisely  like  those  who  never 

had  small-pox.  The  inflammation  of  the  arm  land  eighty,  1,572, — eighty  and  ninety^  680, — ninety 
extended  to  the  finders,  is  gradually  subsiding, land  a  hundred,  105,— a  hundred,  4,— a  hundred  and 
and  the  pustule  assumes  all  the  characteristic  ap-l^o,  1,— a  hundred  and  seven,  1,  a  hundred  and   nine, 


pearances  of  kine-pox. 


1. — Increase  in  the  burials  this  year,  1722.  There  have 
been  executed,  22. The  annual  mortality  of  Lon- 
don, half  a  century  ago,  was  one  in  twenty  ;  it  is  novr 
one  in  forty. 


Effects  of  Ether  by  Inhalation — 18th  ult.  I  was 
called  to  visit  M.  A.  H.  a  servant  girl  residing  in 
my  neighbourhood,  whom  I  found  in  a  state  of 
almost  profound  stupor,  from  inhalation  of  ether. 
The  heart  and  lungs  were  greatly  oppressed  : 
to  appearance,  the  energies  of  mind  and  body 
were  nearly  extinct.  After  1  had  succeeded  in 
partially  overcor;.'  g  this  state,  (which  was  not 
until  the  evening  of  the  21st,)  she  complained  of 
great  pain  of  the  head,  which  was  relieved  by 
i>ee  cupping.  On  the  23d,  she  began  to  show 
signs  of  returning  animation,  and  is  now  well. 

E.  P.    ATLEE. 

ANATOMY  OF  THE  EYE. 
M.  Jacobson,  of  Copenhagen,  thinks  he  has 
rea;  n  to  conci  ide, that  a  serosity  or  watery  hu- 
qjoi  .'  il  ira!ly  exists  between  the  choroid  coat 
and  the  retina,  and  contained  in  a  duplicature  of 
the  latter  ;  that  a  minute  portion  of  the  same  hu- 
mour also  exists  on    the   corresponding  anterior 


Mrs.  Ann  jSbblswhite  lately  died  in  England,  set.  80, 
having  had,  30  years,  a  wen  under  the  left  ear,  which 
at  her  death,  was  twice  the  weight  of  her  head. 


Six  months  ago,  a  girl,  in  Philadelphia,  ast.  13, 
thrust  several  glass  and  brass  buttons,  an  iron 
screw  and  a  brass  hook,  down  the  throat  of  a 
child,  a  few  months  old.  The  child,  after  ex- 
treme difficulty,  is  recovering.  The  same  ser- 
vant beina:  employed  in   the    family  of  a    milk-j  ^^ 

man,  it  is~supposed  she  gave  six  pins  and  a  darn-      .^^  ^  Philadelphiat  (lming  the  week  endin? 
mg-needle,  which  have   been  voided,  to  one  ot  Marc}i  13th)  80  .  16  0f  typhus,  3  of  measles,  7  of  small- 

his  children.  po::. Deaths  by  small-pox  in  New-York,  week  be- 

.w*^ ^  fore  last,  9. 

The  weather,  the  past  month,  has  been  ex- 
tremely changeable,  but  we  are  happy  to  say 
that  it  has  not  been  marked  by  any  prevalent 
disease.  The  spring  is  more  fatal  to  consump- 
tive people  than  summer  or  autumn.  The  bills 
of  mortality  of  this  city,  report  nineteen  deaths 
by  pulmonarj'  consumption,  in  March,  five  by 
pneumony,  seven  by  inflammatory  affections  ol 
the  head,  three  by  intemperance,  and  forty  nine 
by  other  disorders. 

But  four  deaths  by  intemperance  were  report- 
ed in  London,  in  1823.  Not  a  city  on  our  shores 
of  the  Atlantic,  but  what  exhibits  in  the  annual 
health-returns,  an  alarming  increase  of  intemper- 
ance, far  greater  than  any  place  in  Europe,  of 
ten  times  the  magnitude.  Many  fatal  diseases  of 
the  stomach  and  head,  peculiar  to  the  labouring 
class,  in  this  country,  originate  entirely  in  ex- 
cessive use  of  distilled  spirits.  In  those  sections 
of  the  interio-.j  where  gin,  whiskey,  and  cider 
brandy  are  manufactured,  and  where  the  habit 
of  drinking  them  is  more  fixed  than  the  hours 
for  taking  food,  obstinate  affections  of  the  sto 
mach  and  liver  are  never   failing   attendants.— 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 

Ending  April  2d,  from  the  Health-Office  Returns. 

March  26.— Charles  Babcock,  4  weeks.  27. — Anna 
Pulley,  40.  28.— Moses  Morrell,  36  ;  David  Kelly,  2  ; 
Michael  Mannix  ;  Francis  Jones,  37.  29.— Mary  Hub- 
bard, 39  ;  Mary  Griffit,  62  ;  Elisha  Faxon  By  ram,  2  ; 
Samuel  D.  Ward,  23.  30. — Rebecca  Lincoln,  10  mo.; 
Lucy  Neal,  9.  April  1. — Child  of  Thomas  Mc  Manms; 
John  Stover  ;  Edward  Hancock  ;  Henry  Wallis  ;  Wil- 
liam Bolt.  2. — Sarah  Ann  Laquiere,  10  weeks ;  Emily 
B.  Andrews,  2 ;  Francis  M.  C.  Mc  Donell,  15  mo. 

Consumption,  3—  Asthma,  1— Cancer,  1— Infantile, 
]  — Cancerous  Humour,  I— Lung-Fever,  1— Cholera  In- 
fantum, 1 — Typhus,  I— Dropsy  in  the  Head,  1— Q«m- 
cy,  1 — Dysentery,  1. 
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INDIGESTION 
presents  a  peculiar  tendency  to  costive  bowels, 
and  especially  that  species  of  costiveness  which 
we  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  denominate 
coproslasis  obstipata,  dependent  on  a  weakly  tcm- 
permanent  or  sedentary  habit,  and  in  which  the 
discharged  feces  are  hard,  slender,  and  often  scy- 
balous. 

Dyspepsy  is  a  want  of  appetite,  squeamish- 
ness,  sometimes  vomiting-,  sudden  and  transient 
distensions  of  the  stomach,  eructations,  heart- 
burn, pains  in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  and  a 
bound  belly.  None  of  these  are  uniformly  pre- 
sent, and  all  of  them  seldom.  Cardiaigia,  flatus, 
emesis,  with  a  few  other  symptoms,  enter  in  irreg- 
ular modifications  into  dyspepsia,  as  those  of  dys- 
pepsia enter  into  hypochondria.  All  these  spe- 
cies lead  to  it,  as  they  have  a  natural  tendency 
to  lead  to  one  another ;  dispepsy  is,  in  many  in- 
stances, a  direct  sequel  of  the  whole,  a  chronic- 
concentration  of  their  respective  symptoms. 

One  of  the  chief  and  most  common  causes  of 
gravel  is  excess  of  acidity  in  the  prima?  vise;  as 
such  excess  is  almost  constantly  found  in  dyspep- 
sy, gravel  must  frequently  attend  or  follow,  and 
is  even  a  necessary  effect  where  there  exists 
what  has  been  called  a  calculous  diathesi3. 

The  debility  is  not  often  confined  to  the  sto- 
mach, but  extends  to  the  intestinal  canal,  and 
the  collatitious  viscera,  especially  the  liver,  in 
which  it  frequently  commences. 

A  small  quantity  of  bile  seems  secreted ;  its 
altered  and  morbid  hue  is  evinced  by  the  colour 
of  the  feces  ;  which,  in  some  instances,  are  un- 
duly dark,  in  others  unduly  light.  In  most  of 
the  cases  of  dj'spepsy,  brought  on  by  a  habit  of 
drinking  spirituous  liquors,  the  spleen  is  evident- 
ly affected  as  well  as  the  liver. 

The  lungs  are  apt  to  associate  in  the  morbid 
action  of  the  digestive  organs,  when  it  has  be- 
come chronic,  and  to  produce  a  peculiar  variety 
of  consumption,  to  which  Dr.  Wilson  Philip  has 
given  the  name  of  dyspeptic  phthisis.  The  dys- 
peptic character  of  the  disease,  especially  the 
hepatic  symptoms,  lowness  of  spirits,  flatulency, 
and  other  hypochondriac  affections,  always  ac- 
companies it  when  complicated  with  phthisis. — 
The  cure  must  he  chiefly  directed  to  the  prima- 
ry malady. 

There  is  a  considerable  languor  and  debility. 
Exercise  or  exertion  of  any  kind  soon  fatigues  ; 
the  pulse  is  weak;  the  sleep  disturbed;  the  ex- 
tremities cold;  the  tongue  for  the  most  part  fur- 
red or  covered  with  a  creamy  mucus  iD  the 
morning.  This  last  sj^mptom  is  sometimes  want- 
ing, and  sometimes  common  to  those  who  enjoy 
habitual  health. 

If  the  chyle,  which  originates  in  the  stomach, 
and  when  in  a  state  of  health,  communicates  a 
peculiar  stimulus  to  the  lungs,  as  it  enters  their 
substance  in  combination  with  the  recurrent  and 
exhausted  blood,  should  be  conveved  to  the 
lungs  in  an  unhealth}'-  condition,  this  peculiar 
stimulus  may  be  changed  in  its  action,  and  the 
luuirs  in  consequence  suffer. 

The  locd  remote  causes  are  inrhilofence  in 
tea,  coffee,  warm  water,  or   similar  liquids,  ar- 


dent spirits,  spices,  acids,- tobacco  whether  smok- 
ed or  chewed,  snuffs,  daily  hard  eating  or  drink- 
ing, or  rigid  abstemiousness,  and  very  protract- 
ed fasting. 

The  general  remote  causes  are,  an  indolent 
or  sedentary  life,  in  which  no  exercise  is  afford- 
ed to  the  muscular  fibres  or  mental  faculties  ; 
or,  habitual  exhaustion  from  intense  study,  not 
properly  alternated  with  cheerful  conversation  ; 
becoming  a  prey  to  fear,  grief,  deep  anxiety, 
immoderate  libidinous  indulgence,  and  a  life  of 
too  great  muscular  exertion.  The  most  com- 
mon of  this  latter  class  of  causes  are  late  hours 
and  spirituous  liquors. 

The  first  thing  to  be  enjoined  is  a  relinquish- 
ment of  whatever  cause  has  laid  a  foundation  for 
the  disease  ;  we  must  nest  palliate  the  symptoms 
that  aggravate  and  continue  the  disease  ;  lastly, 
restore  the  debilitated  organs  to  their  proper 
tone.  The  patient  must  be  deeply  impressed 
with  the  idea,  that  though  he  may  hnve  contin- 
ued his  late  plan  of  life  a  considerable  time  with- 
out having  sensibly  suffered  for  it,  nothing  but 
his  conformity  to  another  plan  will  remove  his 
complaint. 

Severe  and  long  continued  study,  without  re- 
laxation or  interchange  of  pursuit,  must  give 
way  to  walking  or  riding,  daily,  and  to  cheerful 
conversation;  the  mind,  accustomed  to  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  intellectual  labour,  will  otherwise 
relapse,  even  while  riding  or  walking,  into  the 
same  habitual  course,  be  dead  to  the  most  fasci- 
nating prospects,  and  become  exhausted  by  its 
abstraction.  A  watering-place  promises  ample 
success;  where  the  general  bustle  and  hilarity, 
forgetfulness  of  care,  novelty,  and  perpetual  rou- 
tine of  engagements,  reverse  the  mischievous 
order  and  monotony  of  the  past. 

Where  the  same  effect  has  proceeded  from  a 
town-life  of  fashionable  follies  and  dissipation, 
nothing  is  more  common  than  Jo  recommend  a 
like  change  of  residence.  But  it  is  not  a  change 
of  life  :  hence  it  is  too  often  made  without  bene- 
fit. A  retreat  from  the  world,  the  unbroken  se- 
clusion of  a  remote  hamlet,  the  sober  society  of 
a  few  intimate  friends,  simple  meals  and  early 
hours,  are  called  for  in  this  instance,  but  are  not 
always  to  be  met  with  in  the  resort  of  a  water- 
ing-place. 

Habitual  hard  eating  and  drinking  dust  give 
way  to  wholesome  plainness  of  diet :  not  a  little 
mischief  has  often  ensued  by  rigidly  compelling 
the  man  who  is  suffering  from  long  habit  of  the 
former,  to  abandon  this  habit  at  once,  and  to  run 
to  an  extreme  of  fastidiousness. 

Smoking  has  been  suspected,  perhaps  unjust- 
ly, of  having  been  the  cause  of  this  complaint ; 
abrupt  prohibition  of  its  entire  use,  has  introduc- 
ed dangerous  apathy.  Free  U3e  of  tobacco  un- 
der anv  form  has  produced  very  severe  dyspep- 
tic affections.  "I  have  found,"  says  Dr.  Cullen, 
"all  the  symptoms  of  dyspepsia  produced  by 
snuffing,  and  particular  pains  of  the  stomach  oc- 
curring every  day.  Upon  an  accidental  inter- 
ruption of  snuffing  for  some  days  these  pains  did 
not.  Occur;  upon  a  return  to  soufnug  the  pains 
also  recurred:  and  this  alteration  of  pains  of  the 


stomach  and  of  snuffing  having  occurred  again, 
the  snuff  was  entirely  laid  aside:  the  pains  did 
not  occur  for  many  months  afterwards,  nor,  so 
far  as  1  know,  for  the  rest  of  life." 

Dyspeptic  patients  should  pay  particular  at- 
tention to  themselves,  to  discriminate  between 
the  viands  that  sit  easy  on  the  stomach,  and  those 
(hat  render  them  uncomfortable  :  twenty  differ- 
ent cases  may  perhaps  demand  as  many  varieties 
of  regimen.  Thus  tea  of  all  kinds,  and  especial- 
ly green  tea,  is  generally  accounted  a  narcotic  ; 
yet  while  it  acts  as  a  narcotic  upon  many  per- 
sons, upon  others  it  proves  powerfully  agrypnic  ; 
and  if  taken  on  going  to  bed,  keeps  up  wakeful- 
ness through  a  great  part  of  the  night.  The 
most  rational  mode  of  prevention  is,  to  limit  the 
stomach  to  such  food  as  it  will  most  easily  digest ; 
to  allow  it  in  small  quantities  ;  to  quicken  its  re- 
moval by  gentle  aperients,  that  may  increase  the 
peristaltic  action,  and  warm  tonics  that  may  in- 
vigorate the  digestive  organs. 

in  some  cases  of  great  obstinacj/,  evidently  de- 
pendent upon  tendency  to  an  acetous  fermenta- 
tion, magnesia,  an  ounce  a  day,  has  effected  an 
entire  cure.  The  eructations  in  dyspepsy,  are 
often  of  a  compound  and  very  offensive  taste, 
and  give  to  the  breath  the  smeli  of  carburetted 
hydrogen  gas,  or  rotten  egg's.  Free  use  of  acids 
is  required,  from  whatever  quarter  they  may  be 
obtained,  ss  they  correct  the  fetor  and  strength- 
en the  stomach.  The  mineral  are  the  most  pow- 
erful;  of  these  the  sulphuric  is  by  far  the  pleas- 
antest. 

Our  object  should  not  be  to  destroy  all  aces- 
cency  whatever;  a  certain  proportion  is  natural 
to  the  organ  from  lactation,  and  appears  neces- 
sary to  the  digestive  process. 

Costiveness  is  a  chronic  concomitant;  violent 
purgatives  are  of  all  things  to  be  avoided  ;  such 
aperients  should  be  preferred  which  act  gently, 
and  rather  by  soliciting  the  peristaltic  motion  of 
the  bowels  to  the  regularity  of  health,  than  by 
irritating  them  to  a  laborious  excitement.  Pihu- 
barb  is  one  of  the  best  articles  ;  while  by  its  ape- 
rient power  it  relieves  the  present  distress,  we 
cannot  have  a  much  better  tonic  than  its  bitter. 

Yet  where  they  sit  easy  and  are  relished,  the 
crab  and  lobster  neutralize  acidity  in  the  sto- 
mach more  readily  and  effectually  than  any  oth- 
er kind  of  animal  food.  The  tenderest  food  is 
that  of  the  gallinaceous  birds;  then  the  stag,  or 
cervus  kmd  ;  to  this  succeed  the  ox,  sheep,  and 
hare,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here  plac- 
ed; next  the  web-footed  birds  ordinarily  brought 
to  market;  then  the  oyster  and  lobster  tribes; 
and  lastly,  fishes.  Crust  of  bread,  toasted  bread, 
unleavened  biscuits,  rice,  wheat  flour,  in  the 
form  of  light  and  simple  pudding,  and  potatoes, 
may-  be  allowed  in  moderation.  Water  is  the 
best  beverage  ;  where  there  is  great  flatulency, 
a  small  portion  of  brandy  may  occasionally  be 
added.  j.  m.  good,  m.  d.  f.  r.  s. 
London.  twi^, 

SPASMS. 
By  J.  Ferriar,  M.  D.  Manchester,  Eng-.  1811. 
E.  W.  a  girl  a?t.  13,  had  an  herpetic  eruption 
over  the  whole  skin,  exquisitely  sore.     She  com- 
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plained  of.  violent  pain  in  her  stomach,  which 
seized  her  at  uncertain  times,  always  followed 
by  general  convulsions,  about  the  commencement 
of  which  her  jaws  became  locked,  and  could  not 
be  separated  during  the  paroxysm.  The  duration 
of  the  tits  was  generally  three  or  four  hours; 
sometimes  a  succession  of  them  would  happen 
for  twenty-four  hours,  with  hardly  a  perceptible 
interval. 

I  gave  her  small  doses  of  opium,  frequently 
repeated,  duriDg  her  intermissions,  but  without 
effect.  Her  jaws  locked  so  speedily  after  the 
beafinnin?  of  the  fit,  no  medicine  could  be  inlro- 
duced  during  its  continuance.  I  directed  her 
mother,  on  the  appearance  of  languor  and  unea- 
siness which  preceded  the  pain,  to  make  her 
swallow  a  pill,  composed  of  half  a  grain  of  opi- 
um, two  grains  of  musk,  and  two  of  camphor; 
and  to  repeat  the  dose  every  quarter  or  half 
hour,  (to  a  certain  extent,)  according  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  fit.  After  some  fruitless  trials,  in 
which  five  grains  of  opium  were  given  before 
the  jaws  were  locked,  finding  the  patient  sink 
very  fast  under  intolerable  and  almost  constant 
ao-ony,  at  the  approach  of  a  fit,  (the  intermission 
of  which  scarcely  allowed  her  time  to  receive 
any  food.)  ten  g'rains  of  opium,  a  scruple  of 
musk,  and  a  scruple  of  camphor  were  thrown 
in.  The  pain  was  immediately  relieved ;  the 
jaw  did  not  fix  ;    and    the  convulsions  ceased. — 


sure.  There  was  no  inflammation  upon  the  skin, 
yet  the  limb  felt  rather  hot ;  the  pain  was  chief- 
ly confined  to  the  calf,  and  was  most  excruciat- 
ing. iEther  and  laudanum  were  applied,  also 
anodyne  fomentations,  but  these  afforded  no  re 
lief:  no  moisture  was  induced  upon  the  skin  by 
the  fomentation  ;  sometimes  I  thought  the  pain 
increased  by  it.  The  third  day,  leeches  applied 
to  the  calf  afforded  some  relief.  In  little  more 
than  a  week  the  thigh  began  to  subside,  and  the 
lymphatic  vessels  might  easily  be  traced  along 
the  inside  of  the  thigh.  The  glands  in  the  groin 
were  swelled,  and  very  painful  to  the  touch,  or 
upon  being  moved;  the  hard  swelling  gradually 
subsided,  and  in  about  a  fortnight  was  gone. — 
The  leg  became  cedematous,  and  continued  so 
for  several  weeks  ;  this  was  in  a  great  measure 
reduced  by  bandages.  The  extremity  is  larger 
than  the  other  now,  and  shows  a  little  oedema 
in  the  evening.  mr.  bellot,  surg. 

Oldham,  Eng. 


The  irritation  on  the  surface  was  so  great,  she 
bad  vcrv  little  sleep  during  the  night.  Next 
day  the  usual  signs  of  a  fit  appeared,  but  an  equal 
dose  of  the  pills  being  administered,  the  threat- 
ening symptoms  went  off,  and  left  her  tolerably 
^easvt  After  several  repulses  of  this  kind,  the 
tendency  to  renew  the  paroxysms  gradually  ceas- 
ed, and  the  opiate  was  proportionably  diminish- 
ed! The  eruption  decayed  in  the  same  propor- 
tion with  the  fits  ;  in  a  shorter  time  than  I  had 
expected,  her  skin  was  entirely  clear,  and  she 
was  able  to  work  as  usual. 

I  have  occasionally  inquired  after  her,  and 
found  that  she  has  continued  perfectly  well.  It 
is  now  two  years  from  the  attack. 

While  she  used  so  large  a  quantity  of  opium, 
the  effects  of  which  were  so  powerful  on  the  sys- 
tem, she  never  slept  above  four  or  five  hours 
together,  and  only  in  the  night.  I  have  observ- 
ed the  same  circumstance  in  other  cases,  where 
opium  has  been  extensively  employed.  And  I 
believe  that,  with  prudence  and  attention  in  aug- 
menting the  doses,  the  fullest  benefits  may  be 
derived  from  that  remedy,  without  danger  or 
inconvenience. 


Feb.  25,  1807,  after  a  long  confinement  of  a 
typhus  fever,  in  rising  from  the  sofa  to  retire  to 
bed,  I  wa=  suddenly  seized  with  a  pain  in  the 
groin,  just  on  gaining  the  erect  posture  ;  the  sen- 
sation was  as  if  something  had  been  ruptured  ; 
the  pain  followed  the  course  of  the  lymphatics, 
down  the  thigh,  and  kept  increasing  every  step 
I  took  till  I  reached  my  bed-room;  the  pain  was 
then  down  to  the  calf,  and  exceedingly  violent 
whilst  the  leg  remained  pendant,  but  rather  ea- 
sier when  laid  down:  it  afterwards  gradually  in- 
creased. About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  leg  and  thigh  were  very  much  swelled  ;  in 
the  morning  the  swelling  had  increased  ;  it  ap- 
peared peculiar,  exceedingly  hard  and  tense, 
not  leaving  any  mark  or  indentation  upon  pres- 


INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  VESSEL    FROM    VENE- 
SECTION. 
By  N.  Chapman,  M.  D.  Philadelphia,  Feb.  1824. 

March,  1810,  I  was  requested  by  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  W.  Francis,  of  this  city,  to  visit  his 
coachm'an.  Three  days  before,  while  on  a  jour- 
ney, he  had,  in  the  evening,  slight  symptoms  of 
pleurisy,  which  very  readily  yielded  t©  a  mod- 
erate bleeding.  Next  morning  he  felt,  for  the 
first  time,  pain  and  tension  in  the  right  arm,  in 
which  he  had  been  bled.  The  exertion  of  driv- 
ing aggravated  exceedingly  these  affections. — 
The  last  day  of  the  journey,  overcome  by  his 
sufferings,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  be  placed 
in  the  carriage,  and  was  in  this  way  conveyed 
to  the  city. 

The  arm  was  swelled  to  twice  its  natural  size. 
By  pressure,  a  copious  stream  of  purulent  mat- 
ter issued  from  the  orifice,  and  I  could  distinctly 
trace  the  enlargement  of  the  vein  for  several 
inches,  imparting  the  sensation  of  a  hard  elastic 
tube.  There  was  considerable  pain  in  the  left 
side,  and  universal  soreness  pervaded  his  body. 
The  pulse  was  weak,  irregular  and  quick,  con- 
tracted and  corded.  When  his  attention  was  fix- 
ed by  conversation  addressed  directly  to  him, 
his  mind  seemed  perfectly  rational :  but  other- 
wise, he  quickly  became  fiighty,  talked  incohe- 
rently, and  endeavoured  to  get  out  of  bed. 

He  died  six  days  after. — Next  morning,  I  ex- 
posed the  vein  from  the  wrist  to  the  axilla.  The 
external  surface  of  the  vessel  was  in  man}- 
places  inflamed,  especially  above  the  puncture. 
Betwixt  this  and  the  shoulder,  matter  had  pene- 
trated through  the  vein  by  four  distinct  sinuses 
into  the  neighbouring-  cellular  membrane,  form- 
ing small  abscesses.  Two  of  these  sinuses  were 
high  up  the  arm.  Directly  around  the  wound, 
was  an  abscess  containing,  I  presume,  a  large 
spoonful  of  pus,  with  dark  fetid  sanies.  Sphace- 
lus had  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  cellular  tex- 
ture. 

I  laid  open  the  vein.  There  was  inflamma- 
tion from  a  little  below  the  elbow  to  the  final 
point  of  my  dissection — without  being  any  where 
very  great.  Below  and  above  the  orifice  for 
several  inches,  gangrene  had  taken  place,  bound- 
ed by  an  extensive  erysipelatous  blush,  and  the 
inner  surface  of  the  vessel  within  this  space,  had 
begun  to  be  a  slough. 


The  quantity  of  pus  in  the  cavity  of  the  vein 
was  smail.  Two  or  thi'ee  days  prior  to  his 
death,  the  discharge  from  the  orifice  had  gradu- 
ally diminished.  No  disposition  was  evinced  any 
where  along  the  vein,  to  adhesions  of  its  sides. 


RUPTURE  OF  THE  FALLOPIAN  TUBE. 

From  the  Journ.  Univers.  Avril,  1823. 
A  woman,  during  a  violent  quarrel,  threw  a 
chair  at  her  husband  with  all  her  force.  Early 
next  morning  she  was  seized  with  violent  colic 
and  frightful  vomiting  and  purging,  followed  by 
swelling  of  the  belly.  She  expired  in  the  midst 
of  horrible  convulsions,  after  thirteen  hour's  ill- 
ness. Suspicion  arose  of  her  having  been  poi- 
soned ;  the  body  was  disinterred  ten  days  after 
death.  It  was  quite  fresh,  without  lividity  or 
contusions.  All  the  organs  in  the  chest  and  head 
were  healthy,  and  so  was  the  whole  tract  of  the 
alimentary  canal ;  but  the  belly  Vas  distended 
with  serous  fluid  and  clots  of  blood,  amounting 
to  more  than  eight  pounds.  The  hemorrhage 
proceeded  from  an  oblong,  irregular,  fringed  per- 
foration, an  inch  in  circumference,  on  the  right 
Fallopian  tube,  near  its  attachment  to  the  uterus. 
The  woman  was  nursing  at  the  time  of  the  ac- 
cident. 


SYMPTOMS  OF  OPTHALMIA. 
By  J.  Vetch,  M.  D.  London,  1807. 

The  first  change  which  the  eye  presents,  is 
the  glassy  appearance  ;  the  vessels  soon  after  in- 
crease, and  advance  over  that  part  of  the  adna- 
ta covering  the  eye,  in  the  form  of  a  plexus. 
The  vessels  of  this  are  extremely  minute,  and 
differ  very  little  from  each  other  in  size  :  they 
assume  a  colour  which  approaches  more  to  that 
of  a  light  brick,  than  in  common  opthalmia. — 
The  increase  in  the  size  and  in  the  tortuous 
course  of  individual  vessels,  general  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  latter  affection,  is  never  re- 
markable in  this. 

In  every  case  in  which  the  above-mentioned 
symptoms  were  observable,  on  pulling  down  the 
lower  palpebra,  its  internal  lining  was  so  highly 
vascular  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  this  affection 
being  at  least  of  the  same  standing  with  the  for- 
mer, while,  from  the  decided  presence  of  inflam- 
mation in  this  part,  prior  to  any  such  appear- 
ance elsewhere,  in  all  cases  where  the  disease 
is  early  detected,  we  can  have  little  doubt  as  to 
the  internal  lining  of  the  palpebra  being  the  first 
seat  of  the  disease.  In  many  cases  the  inflam- 
mation appears  to  be  further  advanced  towards 
the  doubling  of  the  membrane,  where  it  passes 
from  the  eye  to  line  the  lower  palpebra,  diffus- 
ing itself  thence  in  every  direction  upon  the  ad- 
nata of  the  ej7e  aad  towards  the  tarsus.  In  oth- 
ers it  seems  to  commence  immediately  beneath 
the  tarsus.  In  ether  cases  the  inflammation  is 
pretty  equally  advanced,  at  the  doubling  of  the 
conjunctiva,  and  upon  the  tarsus,  having  an  in- 
tervening line  of  the  natural  colour,  which,  as 
the  vascularity  advances,  is  included  in  the  dis- 
ease. 


POISONING   BY    POTASS. 

By  M.  A.  Chereau.  Paris,  July,  1823. 

The  grand-daughter  of  a  copper-founder,  when 

very  thirsty,  drank  a  glassful    of  a  solution   of 

I  potass  used  for  scouring  metals.    The  propor- 
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tion  of  this  alkaline  solution  was  about  sixteen 
ounces  of  red  American  potass  to  a  little  more 
than  two  pints  of  water.  The  liquid  was  red- 
dish, which  at  first  induced  a  belief  that  it  was 
wine  and  water,  which  the  workmen  were  using-. 
She  soon  experienced  great  heat  in  the  throat, 
with  violent  pains  in  the  stomach  and  abdomen. 
I  made  her  take  at  once  ten  ounces  of  syrup  of 
gum,  and  four  pounds  of  oil  of  sweet  almonds. 
Vomiting  supervened  ;  when  it  seemed  to  stop, 
the  mixture  was  repeated :  the  vomiting  was  re- 
newed, and  the  patient  felt  herself  relieved. — 
Emollient  drinks  and  oleaginous  potions,  by 
spoonsful,  subsequently  removed  all  the  alarming 
symptoms. 

The  child  of  a  wine  merchant  had  drank,  by 
mistake,  some  of  the  aqua  secunda  of  painters  (a 
solution  of  potass  in  water.)  Nearly  3  pounds 
of  oil  of  sweet  almonds  were  administered  at  two 
different  times,  and  relieved  the  unpleasant  symp- 
toms. Vomiting  occurred  as  in  the  first  instance. 
The  rejected  liquid  was  whitish,  with  some  den- 
sity, and  soponaceous. 


ROYER  COLLARD,  M.  D.  P. 


A  man,  long  affected  with  paraplegia,  for  7 
years  unable  to  move  a  joint  of  his  lower  extre- 
mities, retained  their  sensibility  unimpaired.  Af- 
ter death,  besides  other  less  important  disorders 
of  structure,  the  corpora  pyramidalia  and  oliva- 
ria  were  "found  of  the  consistence  of  pap — and 
the  softening  extended,  with  progressive  dimi- 
nution, along  the  whole  anterior  surface  of  the 
medulla,  and  throughout  the  whole  thickness  of 
its  anterior  cords  ;  the  posterior  surface  was  eve- 
ry where  healthy. 

Paris. 

A  man,  who  enjoyed  almost  to  the  last  hour 
the  free  use  of  his  limbs,  sensibility  of  his  arms, 
an  acute  understanding,  and  active  generative 
faculties,  had  experienced,  probably  for  a  long 
time,  the  loss  of  a  full  third  part  of  the  nervous 
tissue  of  the  spine  ;  between  the  cervical  and 
dorsal  portions  of  the  column,  nothing  remained 
of  the  cord  but  a  thin  plate  of  white  substance, 
hardly  two  lines  broad,  and  probably  altered  in 
its  structure  ;  the  vacuity  from  which  the  me- 
dullary matter  had  disappeared  was  filled  with 
serosity  ;  yet  the  will  governed 
the  limbs,  and   the    imagination 


the  chief  viscera  bad  been  detected  during  life. 
The  anatomical  details  presented  nothing  remark- 
able, except  the  extreme  precision  with  which 
the  viscera  of  the  opposite  sides  occupied  the 
places  of  one  another.  The  arferia  innominata 
supplied  the  left  arm  and  left  side  of  the  neck — 
yet  one  of  the  men  was  well  known  to  be  right- 
handed.  In  all  of  them,  the  vertebral  column 
turned  the  concavity  of  its  lateral  curvature  to 
the  right. 


AMPUTATION  AT  THE  HIP-JOINT, 


genital 


Paris,  April  1823. 


the    motions  of 
stimulated    the 

T.  SIACENDIE. 


Exostosis  of  the  Nasal-bones. — A  mariner,  set. 
19,  who  fell  upon  his  face  on  the  tiller,  and  re- 
ceived a  severe  bruise  on  the  nose,  eight  months 
ago,  perceived  in  a  few  days,  an  enlargement  up- 
on the  leftside  between  the  inner  canthus  of  the 
eye  and  cartilage  of  the  nose,  which  has  been 
gradually  enlarging  ever  since,  unaccompanied 
with  soreness  or  pain,  and  now  presents  a  shape- 
less knotty  surface,  larger  than  a  walnut,  still 
increasing  in  magnitude. 


TRANSPOSITION  OF  THE  VISCERA. 
By  M.  ScHorTETTEjy. '  Paris,  April  1823. 
I  have  met  with  three  examples  in  less  than 
a  year.  Ali  the  subjects  were  young  soldiers, 
who  had  passed  their  twentieth  year,  of  a  good 
constitution,  and  enjoyed  excellent  health,  till 
they  were  cut  off  suddenly  by  gastro-enteric  in- 
flammation.   In  one  of  them  'the  transposition  of  J  through  the  costriis 


was  performed,  January  16,  at  Guy's  Hospital, 
for  the  first  time,  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  The 
patient  is  a  man  ast.  40,  whose  leg  had  been  am- 
putated some  years  ago,  just  above  the  knees, 
since  which  time  the  thigh  bone  had  become 
diseased,  from  the  extremity  of  the  stump  to  the 
trochanter  major.  Under  this  disease  he  had 
been  rapidly  sinking.  The  thigh  was  of  the 
middle  size. 

On  the  outside,  with  the  catlin,  Sir  A.  made 
an  incision  just  below  Pouparfs  ligament,  a  lit- 
tle to  the  iliac  side  of  the  femoral  artery  ;  this 
was  continued  obliquely  downwards  and  outwards 
to  the  back  of  the  thigh,  about  one  third  of  the 
way  down,  from  which  point  the  knife  was  car- 
ried in  the  opposite  direction,  obliquely  upwards 
and  inwards  to  meet  the  first  incision,  by  this 
means  forming  an  eliptical  curve.  At  this  step 
of  the  operation,  the  femoral  artery  was  divided, 
to  which  the  ligature  was  immediately  applied; 
the  skin  and  cellular  membrane  were  merely 
cut  through  at  first,  but  the  knife  was  again  car- 
ried in  the  same  direction  as  before,  and  thus 
the  muscles  were  separated  ;  at  this  6tep  it  was 
necessary  to  apply  another  ligature.  Here  the 
operator  changed  positions,  and  sat  in  a  chair  in 
front  of  the  patient,  and  waited  a  short  time  to 
see  whether  there  were  any  bleeding  vessels. 
After  a  few  minutes,  the  operation  was  continu- 
ed, and  very  shortiy  completed,  the  head  of  the 
thigh  bone  being  removed  from  the  acetabulum 
without  difficulty.  Two  ligatures  in  addition  to 
those  already  used  were  applied  ;  the  integu- 
ments were  brought  together,  and  a  suture  ap- 
plied to  the  upper  portions  ;  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster,  and  lastly  a  bandage,  were  put  over  the 
stump.  There  were  about  twelve  ounces  of 
blood  lost,  but  it  had  the  appearance  of  being 
venous.  The  limb  was  removed  in  the  space  of 
twenty  minutes;  the  securing  the  arteries  and 
dressing  occupied  fifteen  more. 


OPERATION  FOR  STAPRYLORAPKIA. 

(Revue  Medicale.) 

A  fisher,  aged  37,  had  a  stick  driven  back- 
wards into  his  mouth  in  foolishly  descending  into 
a  ditch,  supporting  himself  on  the  stick  with  his 
teeth.  It  entered  tke  velum,  and  was  arrested 
at  the  pharynx.  The  wound  of  the  velum  pre- 
sented a  fragment  Qambeau)  in  form  of  an  angle 
of  70  degress,  whose  summit  corresponded  to  the 
posterior  spine  of  the  nostrils — and  the  two  sides 
were  directed  towards  the  free  margin  of  the  ve- 
lum. The  right  side  was  nine  lines  in  length, 
and  the  left  twelve.  The  fragment  fell  down 
upon  the  base  of  the  tongue.  The  back  part  of 
the  mouth  was  observed  through  the  wound. 
The  tone  of  the  voice  was  altered.  Upon  try- 
ing:  to  swallow  some  coffee,  part  of  it  escaped 


M.  Ferrier  placed  the  patient  opposite  to  a 
window,  his  head  supported  and  fixed  on  the 
breast  of  an  assistant  behind.  His  mouth  was 
kept  open  by  a  piece  of  cork,  fixed  between  the 
teeth  of  the  right  side.  M.  Ferrier  then  took  a 
pair  of  polypus-forceps  in  his  right  hand,  be- 
tween whose  blades  was  fixed  a  flat  semicircular 
needle,  six  lines  in  diameter,  armed  with  a  liga- 
ture, whose  ends  were  a  third  of  a  metre  in 
length.  The  direction  of  the  needle  stood  at  an 
angle  of  90  degrees  with  the  blades  of  the  for* 
ceps.  The  index  and  middle  finger  of  the  left 
hand,  in  a  state  of  supination,  were  placed  upon 
the  base  of  the  tongue,  immediately  under  and 
supporting  the  torn  fragment.  He  then  with 
the  needle  pierced  the  fragment  from  behind  to 
before,  three  lines  from  its  point,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  the  needle  pass  between  the  two 
supporting  fingers.  When  he  had  thus  passed 
the  needle  he  disengaged  the  forceps,  carried 
them  below  the  supporting  fingers,  seized  with 
them  the  point  of  the  needle,  and  carried  it 
out  of  the  mouth,  leaving  the  two  ends  of  the 
ligature  traversing  the  torn  fragment,  when  it 
was  no  longer  supported  by  his  fingers.  He 
then  separated  the  needle  from  the  ligature,  and 
fixed  on  it  the  pipe  of  a  small  quill  six  lines  in 
length,  and  forming  with  it  a  true  T. 

He  did  no  mere  than  pass  by  the  nostrils  the 
ends  of  a  thread  opposite  to  that  to  which  the 
quill  was  attached,  an  operation  easily  perform- 
ed by  means  of  Bellocq's  sound,  passed  into  the 
left  nostril.  The  spring  of  the  instrument  being 
pushed,  entered  the  mouth  by  passing  through 
the  back  part  of  the  nostrils  and  the  wound — 
and  to  this  spring  the  ends  of  the  thread  were 
fixed.  On  retracting  the  sound,  it  brought  with 
it  the  threads,  raised  up  the  torn  fragment,  and 
maintained  it  in  its  place.  He  then  separated 
the  threads  at  the  anterior  nostril,  and  fixed 
them  by  means  of  a  knot  and  a  loop  upon  a  roll- 
er of  linen  placed  before  the  opening.  The  pa- 
tient was  forbidden  to  speak,  and  had  only  pea 
soup  for  four  days.  Every  day  the  threads  were 
examined  to  see  whether  they  remained  suffi- 
ciently tight.  The  fifth  day,  the  torn  fragment 
having  formed  a  sufficient  adhesion,  the  quill 
was  removed  with  the  rest  of  the  apparatus. — 
The  eighth  day  the  patient  was  well  and  retura- 
ed  to  his  usual  food. 


MEDICINE  IN  SPAIN. 
By  Don  Garcia  Suelto,  M.  D. 

The  catalogue  of  Don  Nicholas  Antonio  con- 
tains more  than  one  hundred  treatises  on  natural 
philosophy,  mathematics,  natural  history  and 
chymistry,  without  comprehending  our  numer- 
ous commentators  on  Aristotle  —  six  classical 
works  on  veterinary  medicine — sixteen  on  hygi- 
ea — twenty  treating  expressedly  of  drinks  and 
baths — more  than  twenty  more  on  the  elemen- 
tary institutes  of  medicine — eight  on  midwifery 
and  the  diseases  of  women — six  on  prognostics 
and  symptoms — more  than  thirty  on  fevers,  the 
pulse,  and  the  urine — upwards  of  forty  on  anat- 
omy— four  on  the  physical  education  and  dis- 
eases of  children — upwards  of  sixty  on  diseases 
in  general  and  in  particular — sixteen  on  bleed- 
ing and  purgatives — thirty  on  surgery — forty  on 
the  materia  medica  and  pharmacology. 

The  explanation  of  the  frequent  conversions 
of  disease,  was  due   to  Stephano  Rodriguez  de 
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Castro,  of  whom  we  possess  a  manuscript,  enti- 
tled De  mutations  morborum  in  alios.  There  ex- 
ists from  him  a  work  on  the  same  subject,  the 
execution  of  which  is  feeble.  The  Spaniard 
Vincent  Moles  published  his  work  De  Morbis  in 
sacris  litieris,  in  1642 — and  Valles,  a  treatise,  De 
iis  quce  scripta  sunt  physice  in  sacris  htteris,  sive 
de  sacra  philosophia,  in  1 595. 

Before  Dr.  Home  published,  in  1765,  his  re- 
searches on  the  nature,  causes  and  treatment  of 
croup,  there  had  appeared  in  Spain,  in  1611,  a 
Latin  treatise  on  the  Garrotillo,  (croup,)  by  Al- 
phonso  Fontecha — and  one  by  Christopher  Pe- 
rez de  Herrera,  io  Madrid,  1615,  De  Morbo  suf- 
focanle,  vulgo  Garrotillo.  Several  treatises  on 
the  same  subject  had  appeared  in  the  Spanish 
language,  by  P.  Rotundis,  Andreas  Tamayo,  Fer- 
dinando  Sola,  Francisco  Peres  Cascaies,  Juan  So- 
to, and  Nicholas  Gutierrez  de  Angulo. 

Dr.  Alderete,  in  1535  and  1536  professor  of 
medicine  in  Salamanca,  must  be  regarded  as  the 
inventor  of  waxen  bougies  for  strictures  of  the 
urethra.  Andreas  Aleazar,  a  physician  in  all  re- 
spects very  learned,  in  1525  invented  for  the  tre- 
phine, several  instruments  more  convenient  and 
advantageous  than  anv  of  those  known  before. 
The  figure  and  plate  of  these  may  be  found  in 
his  treatise  De  Vulneribus  Capitis,  lib.  1,  cap.  16, 
p.  60,  et  seq. 

To  the  Spanish  we  are  indebted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  mercury  in  the  treatment  of  the  vene- 
real disease.  The  discovery  of  the  circulation 
of  blood  belongs  to  the  Spanish  physicians,  who 
announced  it  in  1535,  1542,  and  1549,  and  de- 
monstrated it  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  in 
1551  and  1598. 


he  had  the  misfortune  to  strike  the  rope,  and  cut  [  with  judgment,  the  alterations   induced    by  dia 


one  of  the  strands  entirely  off;  the  other  strand 
began  to  be  untwisted,  while  bis  companions 
drew  him  up  as  soon  as  possible  :  in  this  situation 
he  expected  the  rope  every  moment  to  part, 
when  he  mast  have  fallen  from  the  tremendous 
height,  among  the  rocks  ;  but  he  was  drawn  up 
to  the  top  of  the  rock,  when  the  remaining  strand 
of  the  rope  was  nearly  reduced  to  a  wisp  of  tow. 
In  the  course  of  24  hours,  the  hair  of  his  head, 
from  a  coal-black,  was  turned  as  white  as  the 
whitest  wool!     He  was  23  years  of  age. 


ease— to  discriminate  recent  from  ancient  changes 
— and  the  various  species  of  morbid  degenera- 
tions to  which  it  is  subject — or  to  attempt  to  re- 
move the  veil  that  conceals  the  mysteries  of 
functional  operations. 

In  the  spring  of  1820,  a  fever,  of  peculiar 
character,  made  its  appearance  amongst  our 
black  population,  who  were,  with  few  excep- 
tions, almost  exclusively  its  victims.  At  no  pri- 
or time,  I  believe,  had  this  disease  been  noticed. 
Certain  it  is,  that  never  before  had  it  assumed 
the  character  of  an  epidemic,  and  extended  its 
ravages  so  widely.  This  affection,  which  has 
continued  to  manifest  itself  in  that  portion  of  the 
community,  each  succeeding  year,  first  appeared 
in  the  month  of  May,  a  period  when  our  white 
population  is,  with  few  exceptions,  uniformly 
exempted  from  the  attacks  of  continued  fever ; 
it  declined  with  the  advancing  heats  of  summer, 
and  had  reached  its  termination  in  September- 


ACCIDENTAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  VEINS. 
By  Xavier  Bichat. 
In  cancerocs  tumours,  in  fungi,  &c.  in  which 
more  red  blood  enters,  the  veins  acquire  a  size 
in  proportion  to  that  of  the  arteries ;  as  they 
are  superficial,  we  see  more  easily  their  increase 
than  that  of  the  arteries ;  this  increase  is  only  a 
consequence  of  the  increase  of  nutrition.  The 
motion  of  the  blood  is  as  rapid  there  as  in  thej  the    season    when   the    fevers  of  the  whites  are 


other  veins.  2d.  There  are  cases  in  which  the 
veins  dilate,  because  the  blood  cannot  easily  cir- 
culate m  them,  and  because  the  velocity  of  its 
course  is  diminished.  The  whole  venous  sys- 
tem of  the  abdominal  parietes  is  often  increased 
in  ascites  :  because  the  venous  parieties  having 
in  part  lost  their  elasticity,  the  circulation  be_- 
comes  slower  ;  the  slower  it  is,  the  more  the 
blood  accumulates,  and  the  more  the  venous  pa- 
rietes are  dilated. 

1.  The  stethoscope  ma}'  be  applied  over  a 
fracture  with  or  without  the  end-piece ;  the  far- 
ther it  is  removed  from  the  seat  of  injury,  the 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

(COMMUNICATED.) 

Among  the  numerous    operations  which   have 
recently  been  performed  at   this  hospital,  there 
was  one,  week  before  last,  remarkable  for  its  bre- 
vity.    It  was  an  amputation  of  the  thigh.     The 
young  man  who  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  require 
the  operation,  was  perfectly  sensible    of  its   ne- 
cessity, and  only  requested  that  when  undertak- 
en, it  might  be  speedily  executed.     The  motto 
of  a  surgeon  ought  ever  to  be,  that  an  operation 
is    done    quick    enough,   when   it   is   done   well 
enough  : — an  amputation  of  the   thigh,  is,  how- 
ever, an  operation  that  a  surgeon  may  be   justi- 
fied  in   doing  quickly.     Dr.  Warren,  the  senior 
surgeon  at  the    hospital,  performed    the    double 
flap  operation,  in  this  case,  in  the  short  space  of 
about  forty  seconds.     No  tourniquet  or  retractor 
was    used  ;    and    the    }'oung   man    declared  thai 
he  did  not  feel  the  knife.     This  may  be  account- 
ed for,  by  the  pressure  that  was  made  upon  the 
crural  nerve,  by  an  assistant. 


EFFECT  OF  FEAR. 
In  the  time  of  the  American  revolutionary  war, 
while  the  army  was  encamped  at  West-Point,  a 
part}'  of  soldiers  discovered  an  eagle's  nest  half 
way  down  a  vast  precipice  adjacent  to  the  fort. 
To  get  at  the  nest,  a  soldier  was  let  down  by  a 
r  pe  Aliened  round  his  middle.  When  he  had 
descended  near  to  the  nest,  the  eagle  came  upon  tuition, 
him  vv  th  hideous  screams,  aiming  at  his  head: 
he, had  no  wnv  m  defend  himself,  but  by  taking 
bis  knife,  with  which  he  kept  her  off  by  striking 
at  her.     In  one  of  the   passes  he   made  at  her, 


sound  is  more  distinct  when   the  end-piece  is  re- 
moved.    2.  When  the  bone  is  near  the  surface, 
the  sound  is  always  most  distinct ;   the   slightest 
motion  elicits  it ;  it  is  most  sensible  just  over  the 
fracture.     3.  The  crepitation  diminishes    as  the 
instrument  recedes    from  the  fracture,  yet    may 
be    felt  at  a  very  great  distance.     4.  When  the 
bone  rides,  the  sound  is  less  obvious  .;  it  becomes 
more  distinct  after  extension  and  counter-exten- 
sion.    5.  Crepitation    of  compact  bones  gives  a 
sharp,  strong  crackling,  sometimes  so  loud  as  to 
grate  upon  the  ear.     6.  That   of  spongy  bones 
resembles  the  action  of  a  file  on  such  a  substance 
as  pumice,  interrupted  by  occasional  sharp  crack- 
ling.    7.  Oblique   fractures  crepitate   more  dis- 
tinctly than  transverse.     8.  If  liquids  are  effused 
round  the  broken  ends,  a  sound  is   superadded, 
like  that  of  the  foot  when  thrust  into  an  old  shoe 
soaked    with  water.     9.  When   the   fracture    is 
complicated    with    splinters,   the    crepitation    is 
united  with  a  crackling   as  of  several-cornered 
bodies  rubbing  each  other.     10.  When  compli- 
cated with  laceration  of  the  soft  parts,  crepita- 
tion is  united  with  a  sound  like  that  of  a  person 
breathing  forcibly  with   the   mouth    wide    open. 

11.  Dislocations  give  a  very  obscure  dead  sound, 
almost  confined  to  the  seat  of  the  displacement. 

12.  The  sliding  of  the  tendons  in  their  sheaths 
causes  a  full,  dead  sort  of  shock,  quite  different 
from  crepitation. 

To    use  the  stethoscope  successfully,  requires 
considerable  previous  study,  and   perhaps  some 

M.  LISFRANC. 

Paris,  1823. 


most    prevalent.     It  was  a  gastro-entiric   fever, 
irritative  and  inflammatory. 

SAMUEL  JACKSON,  M.  D. 

During  the  campaign  of  Russia,  several  loaves 
of  sugar  had  been  enclosed  in  a  che3t  containing 
some  flasks  of  extract  of  lead.  One  of  these 
flasks  having  been  broken,  the  liquid  escaped, 
and  the  sugar  became  impregnated  with  it.  Dur- 
ing the  distresses  of  the  campaign,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  recourse  to  this  sugar.  It  formed 
a  salutary  article  of  nourishment  to  those  who 
made  use  of  it,  and  gave  them  vigour  which  was 
of  the  greatest  service  in  enabling  them  to  sup- 
port the  march. 


Having  for  many  years  accustomed  myself, 
whilst  reading,  to  note  down  the  locality  of  any 
thing,  which  at  the  moment  particularly  struck 
me  as  remarkable,  or  which  I  might  wish  again 
to  recur  to,  by  simply  referring-  to  my  note-book 
— S  have  gradually  accumulated  such  a  variety 
of  references,  especially  in  medicine,  that  find- 
ing them  of  great  advantage  to  myself,  1  have 
imagined  I  might  benefit  the  profession,  by  mak- 
ing a  selection  for  publication.  I.  r.  coxe,  m.  d.  p. 
^Philadelphia,  Feb.  1824. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 
Ending  April  9ih,  from  the  Health-Office  Returns. 

April  1.— Edward  Flood,  jr.  5;   Hall.     3.— 

Bridget  McMannis,  35;  Mary  Ann  Dwire,  12  mo.; 
John  Broad,  40  ;  Elizabeth  Coolidge,  76.  4. — Marga- 
ret Ann  Griffith,  6  weeks  ;  Plumb  ;  Hub- 
bard ;  Harriet  T.  Fitch ett,  IS  ;    Willard.     5.— 

Hannah  Buck.  30  ;  Francis  Nichols  ;  Ebenezer  Willey  ; 
Margaret  Murphy  ;  Fanny  Fuller  ;  Mary  Ann  Brown. 
6. — Patrick  Thomas  Cahill,  39  ;  Deborah  Green  ;  Sam- 
uel Daggett,  jr.  10  mo.  7. — Mary  Ryan,  32  ;  John 
Sheely  ;  Catharine  Newell.     9. — David  Forsaith. 

Stillborn,  4 — Child  bed,  \ — Consumption,  2 — Teeth- 
ing, 1 — Strangury,  1 — Inflammation  of  Ike  Head,  1 — - 
Fits,  % — Palsy,  1 — Croup,  1. 


Without  the  most  absolute  familiarity  with  the 
natural  structure,  it  is  impossible  to   appreciate, 
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INTEMPERANCE. 

By  Johjs  Reid,  M.  D.  London. 

Whatever  hurries  the  action  of  the  corporeai 
functions  must  tend  to  abridge  the  period  of  their 
probable  duration.  As  the  wheel  of  a  carnage 
performs  a  certain  number  of  rotations  before  it 
arrives  at  its  destined  goal,  so  to  the  arteries  of 
the  human  frame  we  may  conceive  that  there  is 
allotted  only  a  certain  number  of  pulsations  be- 
fore their  vital  energy  is  entirely  exhausted. — 
Extraordinary  longevity  has  seldom,  I  believe, 
been  known  to  occur,  except  in  persons  of  a  re- 
markably iranquil  and  slow-paced  circulation. 

There  is  no  process  by  which  we  can  distil 
life,  so  as  to  separate  from  it  all  foul  or  hetero- 
geneous matter,  and  leave  nothing  behind  but 
drops  of  pure  defecated  happiness.  If  the  con- 
trary were  the  case,  we  should  scarcely  be  dis- 
posed to  blarne  the  vita!  extravagance  of  the  vo- 
luptuary who,  provided  that  his  sun  shine  bril 
liant  and  unclouded  as  long  as  it  continue  above 
his  head,  cares  not  although,  it  should  set  at  an 
earlier  hour. 

It  is  seldom  that  debauchery  breaks  at  once 
the  thread  of  vitality.  There  occurs,  for  the 
most  part,  a  wearisome  and  painful  interval  be- 
tween the  first  loss  of  a  capacity  for  enjoying 
life,  and  the  period  of  its  ultimate  and  entire  ex- 
tinction. This  circumstance,  it  is  to  be  presum- 
ed, is  out  of  the  consideration  of  those  persons 
who,  with  a  prodigality  more  extravagant  than 
that  of  Cleopatra,  dissolve  the  pearl  of  health 
in  the  goblet  of  intemperance.  The  slope  to- 
wards the  grave  these  victims  of  indiscretion 
find  no  easy  descent.  The  seen?  is  darkened 
long  before  the  curtain  falls.  Having  exhaust- 
ed prematurely  all  that  is  pure  and  delicious  in 
the  cup  of  life,  they  are  obliged  to  swallow  af- 
terwards the  bitter  dregs.  Dea'h  is  the  last, 
but  not  the  worst  result  of  intemperance. 

Punishment,  in  some  instance?,  treads  almost 
instantly  upon  the  heels  of  transgression  ;  at  oth- 
ers, with  a  more  tardy,  although  an  equally  cer- 
tain step,- it  follows  the  commission  of  mora!  ir- 
regularity. During  the  course  of  a  long  pro- 
tracted career  of  excess,  the  malignant  power 
of  alcohol,  slow  and  insidious  in  its  operation,  is 
gnawing  incessantly  at  the  root,  and,  often  with- 
out spoiling  the  bloom,  or  seeming  to  impair  the 
vigour  of  the  frame,  is  clandestinely  hastening 
the  period  of  its  inevitable  destruction.  There 
is  no  imprudence  with  regird  to  health  thai 
does  not  tell :  and  those  are  not  unfrequently 
found  to  suffer  in  She  event  most  essentially,  who 
do  not  appear  to  suffer  immediately  from  every 
individual  act  of  indiscretion.  The  work  6f.  de- 
cay is,  in  such  instances,  constantly  gomg  to,  al- 
though it  never  lordly  indic3+e  its  advance  by 
any  forcible  impression  upon  the  senses. 

A  feeble  constitution  is,  in  general,  more  flex- 
ible than  a  vigorous  one.  From  yielding  more 
read  ly,  it  is  not  so  soon  broken  by  the  assanhs 
of  indiscretion.  "A  disorder  is,  for  the  most  part, 
violent  in  proportion  to  the  stamina  of  the  sub- 
ject which  it  attacks.       Strong  men    have  ener- 


getic diseases.  The  puny  valetudinarian  seems 
to  suffer  less  injury  from  iudisposition,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  been  used  to  it.  Mis  lingering, 
and  scarcely  more  than  semivital  existence,  is 
often  protracted  beyond  that  of  the  more  active, 
vivacious,  and  robust. 

But  it  ought  to  be  in  the  knowledge  of  the  de- 
bauchee, that  each  attack  of  casual  or  return  of 
periodical  distemper,  deducts  something  from 
the  strength  and  structure  of  his  fame.  Some 
leaves  fail  from  the  tree  of  life  every  time  that 
its  trunk  is  shaken.  It  may  thus  be  disrobed  of 
its  beauty,  and  made  to  betray  the  dreary  naked- 
ness of  a  far  advanced  autumn,  long  before,  in 
the  regular  course  of  nature,  that  season  could 
even  have  commenced. 

The  distinction,  although  incalculably  impor- 
tant, is  not  sufficiently  recognized  between  stim- 
ulation and  nutrition;  between  repairing  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  fuel  by  a  supply  of  substantia! 
matter,  and  urging  unseasonably,  or  to  an  inor- 
dinate degree,  the  violence  of  the  heat  and  the 
brilliancy  of  the  flame. 

The  strongest  liquors  are  the  most  weaken- 
ing. In  proportion  to  the  power  which  the 
draught  itself  possesses,  is  that  which  it  ultimate- 
ly deducts  from  the  person  into  whose  stomach 
it  is  habitually  received.  So  a  state  of  ordinar}' 
health,  and  in  many  cases  of  disease,  a  generous 
diet  may  be  safely  and  even  advantageously  re- 
commended. But  in  diet,  the  generous  ought  to 
be  distinguished  from  the  stimulating,  which  lat- 
ter is  almost  exclusively,  but,  on  account  of  its 
evil  operation  upon  the  frame,  .cry  improper- 
ly, called  good  living.  The  Indigent  wretch, 
who?e  scanty  fare  is  barely  sufficient  to  supply 
the  materials  of  existence,  and  the  no  less 
wretched  debauc'he,  whose  luxurious  indulgence 
daiiy  accelerates  the  period  of  its  destruction, 
may  both  be  said,  with  equal  propriety,  to  live 
hard.  Hilarity  is  not  health,  more  especially 
when  it  has  been  roused  by  artificial  means. — 
The  fire  of  intemperance  often  illuminates,  at 
ihe  very  time  that  it  is  consuming  its  victim,.  It 
is  not  until  after  the  blaze  of  an  electric  corus- 
cation, that  its  depredations  are  exposed. 

Stimuli  sometimes  produce  a  kind  of  artificial 
genius,  as  well  as  vivacity.  They  lift  a  man's 
intellectual  faculties,  as  well  as  his  feelings  of 
enjoyment,  above  their  ordinary  level  ;  and  if, 
by  the  same  means,  they  could  be  kept  for  any 
lengt'l  of  time  in  that  state  of  exaltation,  it 
mi  M  constitute  something-  like  a  specious  apol- 
ogy for  having  had  recourse  to  them.  But,  un- 
fortunately, the  excitement  of  the  system  can  in 
no  instance  be  urged  above  its  accustomed  and 
natural  pitch,  without  this  being  succeeded  by  a 
correspondent  degree  of  depression.  Like  the 
fabulous  stone  of  Sisyphus,  it  invariably  begins 
to  fall  as  soon  as  it  has  reached  the  summit,  and 
the  rapidity  of  its  subsequent  descent  is  almost 
invariably  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  its  pre- 
vious elevation  Genius,  in  this  manner  forcibly 
aised,  may  be  compared  to  those  fire-works 
which,  after  having   made    a  brilliant  figure   in 
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the  sky  for  a  very  short  time,  fail  to  the  ground, 
and  expose  a  miserable  fragment,  as  the  only  re- 
lic of  their  preceding  splendor. 

It  is  no  very  uncommon  thing,  I  believe,  in 
this  dissipated  metropolis,  for  a  woman  of  gaiety 
and  fashion,  previous  to  the  reception  of  a  party, 
to  light  up  by  artificial  means  her  mind,  as  well 
as  her  rooms,  that  both  may  be  shown  off  to  the 
best  advantage.  But  the  mental  lustre  which  is 
thus  kindled  goes  out  even  sooner  than  that  of 
the  lamps,  and  the  mr^'ess  of  the  entertainment 
often  finds  herself  deserted  by  her  spirits,  long 
beiore  her  company  is  dispersed.  In  like  man- 
ner, a  man  who  is  meditating  a  composition  for 
the  public,  is  often  tempted  to  rouse  the  torpor, 
or  spur  the  inactivity  of  his  faculties,  by  some 
temporary  incentive.  Gay,  if  I  mistake  not,  in 
one  of  his  letters,  observes,  that  "  he  must  be  a 
boid  man  who  ventures  to  write  without  the 
help  of  wine."  But  in  general  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  the  cordials  which  an  author  may 
on  this  accout  be  induced  to  take,  are  more  like- 
ly to  make  himself  than  his  readers  satisfied 
with  his  productions,  The  good  things  which  a 
person  under  the  influence  of  ficticious  exhilara- 
tion may,  be  stimulated  to  say,  are  often,  in  their 
effects,  the  very  worst  things  that  could  possibly 
have  escaped  him.  From  a  want  of  sufficient 
steadiness  or  discretion,  sparks  sometimes  fall 
from  the  torch  of  genius,  by  which  it  is  convert- 
ed into  a  firebrand  of  mischief. 

We  are  apt  to  complain  of  the  heaviness  and 
wearisomeness  of  volumes,  where  the  pains  ta- 
ken by  the  writer  have  not  been  sufficiently  con- 
cealed. But  the  apparent  result  of  excessive 
care  is  much  to  be- preferred  to  the  headless  ef- 
fusion of  a  mind,  over  which  it  is  too  obvious 
that  the  judgment  has  in  a  great  measure  sus- 
pended its  controu!.  It  is  far  better  that  a 
work  should  smell  of  the  lamp  than  of  the  -cask. 

Intemperance  is  a  resource  especially  to  be 
dreaded  by  men  of  more  than  common  acuteness 
of  feeling  and  vivacity  of  imagination.  Such 
persons  are  in  general  least  able  to  submit  to  the 
ennui  of  vacancy,  or  patiently  to  bend  under  the 
leaden  weight  of  incurable  sorrow.  On  which 
account  they  too  frequently  endeavour  to  fill  up 
a  want  of  interest,  or  to  disperse  a  cloud  which 
darkens  their  horizon,  by  transient  remedies 
that'  permanently  ruin,  by  momentary  reliefs 
which  tend  only  to  destroy  more  effectually  the 
last  wreck  of  their  comfort  and  constitution. — 
Under  certain 'Circumstances  the  motive  is  almost 
irresistible,  to  seek  a  repose  from  suffering  in 
the  opiate  of  intoxication,  in  that  kind  of  sleep 
of  the  sensibility,  out  of  which  the  awakening 
cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with  an  accumulated 
horror.  In  the  flood  of  intemperance,  the  af- 
flicted inebriate  does  not  drown,  he  ovly^dips  his 
sorrow,  which  will  in  genera!  be  found  to  rise 
again,  with  renovated  vigor,  frc.ro  the  transient 
immersion.  Wine,  during  the  treacherous  truce 
to  rn^erv  which  it  afford*,  dilapidates  the  struc- 
ture, and  undermines  the  verv  foundations  of 
happiness. 


5  94 

The  habit  of  indulgence  in  wine  is  not  more 
pernicious  than  it  is  obstinate  and  tenacious  in  its 
hold,  when  once  it  has  fastened  itself  upon  the 
constitution.  It  is  not  to  be  conquered  bjr  half 
measures  :  no  compromise  with  it  is  allowable  ; 
the  victory  over  it,  in  order  to  be  permanent, 
must  be  perfect  ;  as  long  as  there  lurks  a  relic 
of  it  in  the  frame,  there  is  dang-er  of  a  relapse 
of  this  mora!  malady,  from  which  there  seldom 
is,  as  from  physical  disorders,  a  gradual  convales- 
cence. The  man  who  has  been  the  slave  of  in- 
temperance must  renounce  her  altogether,  or 
she  will  insensibly  re-assume  her  despotic  power. 
With  such  a  mistress,  if  he  seriously  mean  to 
discard  her,  he  must  indulge  himself  in  no  dalli- 
ance or  delay.  He  mnst  not  allow  his  lips  a 
taste  of  her  former  fascination. 

Webb,  the  celebrated  walker,  who  was  re- 
markable for  vigor  both  of  body  and  mind,  drank 
nothing  but  water.  He  was  one  day  recommen- 
ding his  regimen  to  a  friend  who  loved  wine, 
and  urged  him  with  great  earnestness  to  quit  a 
course  of  luxury,  by  which  his  health  and  his 
intellects  would  be  equally  destroyed.  The 
gentleman  appeared  to  be  convinced,  and  told 
him,  "  that  he  would  conform  to  his  counsel, 
though  he  thought  he  could  not  change  his 
course  of  life  at  once,  but  would  leave  off  strong 
liquors  by  degrees." — "By  degrees  !"  exclaims 
the  other  with  indignation,  "if  you  should  un- 
happily fall  into  the  fire,  would  you  caution 
your  servants  to  pull  you  out  only  by  degrees?" 

( To  be  continued.') 


ON    GENIUS. 

"  Genius  is  the  result  of  faculties  strong  and  en- 
ergetic, roused  into  a  state   of  vivid  excitement. 
Taste  is  the  consequence  of  cultivated  faculties, 
remarkable  more  for  sensibility  than  strength.—*-. 
In    the   mighty   whirlwind   of  inspiration  which 
constitutes   genius,    the   faculties   may    produce 
manifestations  remarkable  more  for  vigour  than 
delicacy  ;  or,  under   the  impulse  of  one  faculty 
peculiarly    strong  in    the  individual,   ideas    may 
be  formed,    which    will  not    please  the  genera! 
faculties  of  readers.       The  author  may  embody 
his  own  peculiarities  in   his  works,  and  such  pe- 
suliarities  will   offend,    unless  his  genius  be  so 
overwhelming  as  to  make  the  depth  of  tone  ex- 
clusively occupy  the  mind,  and  thus  obscure  the 
perception  of  faults.       This  is  in   some  degree 
Lord  Byron's    case  :    If  the   feelings    and  ideas 
which  he   embodies  in  many   of  his  lines    were 
expressed    by  the  pen  of  an  inferior    mind,  the 
pages  would  often   present  a  monstrous  bloat   of 
disgusting  images  aed  scenes.       But  there  is  no- 
thing in  genius  in  opposition  to  taste.     The  man 
of  genius  does   not  stop,  while    his  fhcultjes  are 
in  the  glow  of  excitement,  to  contemplate  their 
operation  ;    he  yields    to   the  impulse    he   feels, 
and  pursues  his  course  directly  to  the  end.  Hav- 
ing  gained    it,    he     then    relaxes,    surveys    his 
thoughts  themselves,  and  amends  what  appears 
offensive  to  his  mind  in  a  cooler  state,  or  to  taste. 
iVhen  Pope  corrected  his    version  of  the    Iliad, 
we  are  not  to    suppose  that  he  reasoned  on    the 
propriety  of  particular  words.        He  must  have 
tried  how  each  would  sound,  and  how   it  would 
express  the  sense:  and  the  faculties  judged  in'u- 

jf- 
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the  glow  of  the  original  fervour  is  passed  away, 
they  are  not  always  improvements. 

ulf  philosophers  had  but  conceived  that  the 
faculties  have  received  a  specific  constitution 
from  Nature,  and  that  they  perform  their  func- 
tions in  virtue  of  that  constitution,  we  should  not 
have  been  distressed  with  the  absurd  and  contra- 
dictory opinions  now  too  widely  current,  thai 
taste  and  genius  are  mere  habits  of  association ; 
or  that  taste  is  one  thing  of  an  incomprehensible 
kind  and  genius  another,  possessed  by  one  mmd 
or  two,  but  not  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  hu- 
man nature.  The  faculties  themselves,  and 
'their  functions,  are  radically  the  same  in  all  the 
human  race  ;  but  they  differ  in  their  combina- 
tions, and  in  their  degrees  of  energy  and  activi- 
ty ;  and  hence  an  explanation  of  taste,  genius, 
and  every  other  phenomenon  of  thought,  musi 
be  sought  for  in  -a  knowledge  of  the  faculties, 
and  not  in  the  supposed  relations  of  particular 
ideas,  or  in  the  vague  and  imaginary  powers  or 
inspirations  which  have  no  existence  in  Nature. 


tion  will  be  conspicuously  displayed  in  his  wants 
of  resources.  The  weak  mind  then  sinks  appal- 
led ;  but  the  great  and  powerful  soul  rises  to  ev- 
ery obstacle,  and  surmonts  it.  With  great  fac- 
ulties, resources  multiply  as  difficulties  occur. — 
The  mind  glories  in  its  strength,  and  scarcely 
knows  a  limit  to  its  powers. 

"It  has  been  frequently  remarked  that  an  indi- 
vidual often  betrays  great  genius  in  speculation, 
who  shews  great  simplicity  in  the  conduct  of  af- 
fairs; and  hence  some  have  concluded  that  ex- 
cellence in  any  pursuit  depends  on  the  direction 
given  to  the  mind ;  while  others  have  inferred 
that  genius  is  a  kind  of  delusive  faculty,  quite  in- 
compatible With  sober  sense  and  discretion,  and 
a  dangerous  gift  for  any  one  to  possess,  who 
wishes  to  thrive  in  his  worldly  business.  Both 
notions  are  erroneous;  because  both  are  found- 
ed on  the  supposition  that  the  mind  man. tests 
hit  one  single  power,  while,  in  fact,  it  manifests 
several  powers  each  distinct  from  the  other. — 
Genius  depends  on  the  superior  endowment  of 
"Genius,  thus,  is  nothing  but  eminent  energy  j  the  faculties  which  form  ideas;  and  the  peculiar 


and  act.vity  of  the  faculties  which  form  the  ideas 
He  in  whom  the  reflecting  faculties  are  power- 
ful, sees  throug'h  the  most  difficult    propositions 


as  ff  by  intuition,  and  he  unfoids  his  ideas    with 
the  purest  simplicity,  and  yet  with  irresistible  ef- 
fect.    Vivacity  and  ease  combine  with  strength, 
to  disting-uish  every  act  of  his  mind  ;    there  is   a 
spirit  in  every  act  that  he  performs,   and  a    soul 
in  every  sentence  that   he    writes.       He  makes 
the  printed  page  speak,    and  his  ideas   seem  to 
tlow   spontaneously   from     the    fuiluess    of   his 
stores,  and  scarcely   to  require  an  effort  for  their 
production.        His    impressiveness    and  strength 
delight  us,  even  although    we  do  not  always  ap- 
prove of  his  conclusions;  for  the  pleasure  expe- 
rienced by  hirnseifin  the  exercise  of  his  faculties 
is  Communicated,  in"  a  secondary  tbough    subor- 
dinate degree,  to    us  who  receive   their  impres- 
sions.      It    is  this   quality  in    the  productions  of 
men  of  "genius   which    gives  them    that  charm 
which   fascinates    our  will,    dazzles    our  under- 
standing',  and  which  pleases    us,  even  when   we 
cannot  approve.     Madam    de  Stael    describes  it 
most    characteristically    in    a   single    sentence, 
when  speaking  of  Mirabeau.       She  says  :  "  On 
seniait  une  puissance  de  vie  dans  ses  discours,  dont 
Vtffzt  etoit  prodigeux."1       It  is  this  '•'•puissance    de 
vie"  which  makes  the  heart  thrill  when    listen- 
ing- to  the  powerful  conceptions  of  a  certain  Pul- 
pit Orator  whom  we  have  already   had  occasion 
to  mention. 

"The  man  who  waafs  genius,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  one  whose  faculties  possess  only  moder- 
ate energy  and  activity  in  their  manifestations. 
Such  a  one  may  apply  his  powers  to  a  greal 
variety  of  pursuits,  and  be  tolerably  successful 
in  them  all,  because  he  has  no  particular  inter- 
nal impulse  to  any  specific  courses  of  action. — 
He  may,  by  long  exercise  of  his  faculties,  in- 
crease their  activity  to  u  certain  extent,  and  ac- 
quire a  degree  of  expertness  highly  useful,  and 
often  highly  respectable.  But  he  still  will  be 
only  an  ordinary  mortal  after  all.  The  fire,  the 
force,  the  depth,  the  originality,  the  creative 
power  of  genius,  will  be  wanting,  and  his  most 
valuable  qualities  will  be  correctness  and  pre- 
cision. In  all  those  situations  to  which  be  ha1* 
been  accustomed  he  may  even  shine  ;  but  in  the 


itively  from  their  natural  constitution,  of  the  e 

feet   of  the  alteration,  moreover,    rarely  extend  j  great  and  pressing    moments  of  life's    dreadful 

beyond   verbal   corrections,  and  if  made    when  I  crisis,  the  difference  between  Nature  and  educa-      *hazlitt 


sphere  of  activity  of  these  faculties  is  to  observe 
and  to    speculate.       Accordingly^  an  individual 
who    possesses  them  powerfully  is   naturally  fit- 
ted to  excel    in  the    lucubrations  of  the  closet j 
but   for  the  conduct  of -affairs  other  faculties  are 
requisite.     In  the  intercourse  of  life,  we  come 
in  contact    with   the  propensities  and   feelings  of 
our  fellows.       Our  motions  are    opposed  by  this 
man's  pride,  another  man's  avarice,  and  the  van- 
.ty  of  a  third.     To  meet  these  obstacles  success- 
fully, we  must  possess  the    faculties  which  give 
propensities  and  sentiments  too.       The  proper 
check  to  the  domination  of  the  pride  of  others, 
is  pride  ;     to   the    encroachments  of  avarice,    is 
keenness  in  holding;   to  the  provoking  influence 
of  vanity,  is  contempt ;    and  to  the    solicitations 
of  the  rascally    and  designing,   rirmness   to  our 
own  purpose.     Although  an  individual  may  have 
a  great  endowment  of  the  faculties  which    form 
ideas,  if  he  be  deficient    in  the  faculties  of  cau- 
tiousness and  firmness,    he  will   not  be  naturally 
prudent;  if  deficient  in  covetiveness,  he  wilinot 
be  naturally  keen  or  economical  ;  if  deficient  in 
conscientiousness,  he  will  not  be  naturally  just ;. 
"  so  true  is  it,  that  folly"  (in  conduct)  "is  as  of- 
ten owing  to  a  want  of  proper  sentiments,  as  to 
a  want    of  understanding."*       But  let  it  not  be 
magined,  that  the  words  Cautiousness,  Firmness, 
and  so  on,  are  here  used  as  mere  names  for  fleet- 
ing and  occasional  feelings  or  ideas  in  the  mind; 
they  designate  innate,  permanent,  and    steadily 
operating  capacities    to    fee!  in  a    certain  way, 
and  the  character  is  modified  by  them,  although 
the   influence  is  unperceived  by  unreflecting  in- 
dividuals themselves. 

"But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  an  individual,  be- 
sides great  knowing  and  reflecting  faculties  have 
received  powerful  faculties  of  the  superior  sen- 
timents, viz.  of  cautiousness,  conscientiousness, 
elf-esteem,  firmness,  veneration,  and  benevo- 
'ence,  he  will  naturally  conduct  himself  as  pru- 
dently in  the  business  of  life,  as  the  dullest  of 
mortals.  A  poet  with  great  ideality  and  little 
covetiveness,  will  not  be  a  match  at  a  bargain 
for  a  bookseller  with  great  ravetivenes"  and  no 
ideality;  yet  if  the  poet  be  gifted  with  covetive- 
ness equal  to  his  ideality,  he  will  match  ihe 
keenest  literary  leech.     Pope  shewed  this  in  his 
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conduct.  Hence  the  circumstance  of  men  of 
genius  being  too  often  unfit  for  the  cool  calcula- 
tions of  profit  and  loss  is  owing,  not  altogether 
to  their  endowment  of  genius,  but  to  their  want 
of  an  equal  endowment  of  some  other  powers. 
The  principle  of  this  system,  which  1  have  often 
repeated,  is  of  great  utility  in  philosophy,  that 
the  same  causes  produce  always  the  same  effect; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  same  faculties  perform 
the  same  functions;  and  hence,  if  it  were  part 
of  the  functions  of  the  knowing  and  reflecting 
faculties  to  incapacitate  for  business,  it  would  be 
a  general  rule,  without  a  single  exception,  that 
capacity  for  business  would  be  great  in  propor- 
tion as  the  endowment  of  these  faculties  was 
smaii.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case,  and 
hence  that  practical  defect  must  depend  on  some 
other  cause. 

(To  he  continued.) 


CASE  OF  CROUP. 

By  Johit   B.   Brows,  M.  D.    Junior  Surgeon   of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Oct.  18,  1823.  A  child  of  W.T.  set.  15  months, 
was  taken  on  the  15th  .nsl.  w.th  a  hoarse  cold, 
(as  was  supposed)  winch  gradually  grew  worse 
until  this  morning,  when  its  parents  became 
alarmed,  and  applied  for  advice.  I  visited  the 
child  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  and  found  it  labouring 
under  a  severe  attack  of  Croup.  It  had  been 
vomited  twice  with  blood-root,  previous  to  my 
seeing  it.  I  gave  immediately  vin.  ant.  et  vin. 
ipecac  aa.  q.  s.  to  operate  as  an  emetx,  applied 
leeches  to  the  throat,  and  afterwards  a  bitter. 

At  4  o'clock  P.  M.  the  emetic  had  operated 
and  other  directions  had  been  complied  with,  but 
the  child  was  no  better.  Directed  pulv.  ipecac 
et  submur.  hydr.  aa.  gr.  v.  to  be  given  every 
hour  for  three  hours. 

At  8,  P.  M.  I  found  the  medicine  last  given 
had  operated  twice  as  an  emetic,  and  the  bowels 
not  moved.  Directed  pulv.  ipecac  gr.  x.  sub- 
mur. hydr.  gr.  iij.  to  be  given  every  two  hours, 
and  also  a  tea-spoonful  of  the  decoction  of  to- 
bacco to  be  given  occasionally,  should  the  ipecac 
fail  to  produce  vomiting  every  half  hour  thro' 
the  night. 

Oct.  19.  On  visiting  the  child  this  morning,  I 
found  my  directions  had  been  strictly  followed, 
and  the  breathing  very  much  better.  The  child 
had  taken  the  powders  every  two  hours,  and  al- 
so six  teaspoonsful  of  the  decoct  on  of  tobacco  in 
the  course  of  the  night,  which  had  kept  up  a  con- 
stant vomiting  as  often  as  every  half  hour,  as 
was  desired  ;  and  also  freely  evacuated  the  bow- 
els.    Gave  a  little  arrowroot. 

At  12,  M.  the  breathing  had  continued  frpe, 
hut  the  eolith  was  more  troublesome.  Directed 
a  teaspoonfu!  of  the  syrup  of  senega  to  be  given 
every  hour,  and  should  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
return,  two  teaspoonsful  of  vin.  ipecac  et  vin. 
ant.  aa. 

At  7,  the  seneja  svrup  had  vomited  the  child 
several  times,  and  I  found  it  ;n  a  tranquil  sleet), 
with  a  moist  skin,  and  ea«y  respiration.  Directed 
the  syrup  to  be  continued — a  teaspoonful  every 
two  hours. 

Oct.  20,  the  child  had  a  good  night.  The 
syr.  of  senega  had  operated  as  an  emet  c  two  nr 
three  times.  The  breathing  was  free  and  easy, 
and  the  skin  moist,  but  the  cough  was  no  better. 


Directed  40  drops  of  the  syrup  to  be  given  eve- 
ry hour. 

Oct.  21,  the  cough  was  better,  and  the  child 
in  every  respect  very  comfortable. 

Oct.  23,  I  found  the  child  entirely  recovered 
from  this  severe  indisposition,  which,  at  first, 
was  so  alarming  as  to  render  its  life  almost  hope- 
less. 

Note.  The  decoction  of  tobacco  was  made  in 
this  instance  by  steeping  half  a  drachm  of  tobac- 
co in  8  ounces  of  water.  1  watched  the  opera- 
tion of  this  medicine,  and  found  that  the  child 
did  not  actually  swallow  it,  but  as  soon  as  it  got 
into  the  upper  part  of  the  oesophagus,  it  pro- 
duced a  contraction  of  the  stomach,  and  was  in- 
stancy ejected  together  with  the  contents  of  that 


STUDY  OF  COMPARATIVE  ANATOMY. 

Opportunities  are  withjn  the  reach  of  every 
person  ,who  discovers  a  laste  for  anatomy,  to 
profit  by  the  dissection  of  animals.  It  is  scarcely 
pos-jibie.  to  pursue  human  anatomy  at  ail  seasons 
of  the  .year,  nor  is  it  attended  with  safety,  even 
if  practicable,  whiie  pubkc  prejudice  offers  such 
formidable  barriers,  but  the  investigation  of  the 
orgauic  structure  of  quadrupeds,  birds,  fishes, 
&c.  is  free  from  any  embarrassments,  and  opens 
an  immense  field  tor  experiment  and  useful 
knowledge.  Majendie  and  Cuvier  are  the  most 
d  stciiguished  comparative  anatomists  of  the  age  ; 
he  first  as  an  experimentalist,  and  the  latter  for 
the  systematic  arrangement  which  he  has  given 
to  the  science.  The  writings  of  M.  Cuvier 
abound  with  interesting  facts  that  are  important, 
accompanied  with  a  minuteness  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  parts,  extremely  serviceable.  The  my- 
ology of  inferior  animals  varies  materially  in  ev- 
ery species.  The  muscles  in  the  leg  of  a  horse 
and  ox  perform  similar  offices,  nor  is  there  a 
material  difference  in  the  points  of  origen  or  in 
sertion,  but  on  examination  of  the  muscles  of  the 
face,  the  horse  has  a  muscle  peculiar  to  the  in- 
teguments of  the  eye,  another  for  enlarging  the 
nostril,  peculiar  to  himself.  The  leopard,  cat, 
lynx,  panther,  &c.  exhibit  a  complication  of 
muscles  and  tendons  of  the'  claws,  totally  differ- 
ing from  graminivorous  animals  ;  there  is  com- 
plete want  of  the  sphincter  of  the  mouth  ; — 
hence  in  old  dogs,  where  the  cellular  tissue  has 
become  relaxed,  or  in  puppies,  before  the  mus- 
cles are  thoroughly  developed,  the  lips  fail  loose, 
exposing  the  principal  teeth  in  the  under  jaw  : 
in  herbiferous  animals  the  orbicular  of  the  mouth 
possesses  more  than  ordinary  power. 

In  fishes  the  muscles  are  less  distinct  than  in 
other  animals,  and,  running  laterally,  have 
tongues  connected  with  every  vertebra.  The 
muscle!-  of  the  mouth  in  small  fishes  can  hardlv 
be  displayed,  those,  of  the  ventral  and  dorsal  fin* 
are  so  thin  and  blended  .v;th  larger  mu«cles  on 
the  sides,  they  nearly  baffle  any  attempt  to  make 
dried  preparations.  Beautiful  injected  prepara 
lions  can  be  made  by  using  hard  wax,  with  a 
considerable  portion  of  arsenic,  and  macerating 
it  in  cold  water  til1  the  flesh  drcpsfrom  the  skel- 
eton, leaving  nothing  but  the  bloodvessels  attach- 
ed to  the  bones  :  the  ar«en.c  prevents  injur 
from  insects.  Wien  small  organs  are  examined, 
as  the  brain  of  a  bird,  fish,  mou*e,  &.c.if  the  scull 
is  put  in  boiling  water  a  few  minutes,  then  cooled, 
before  it  is  opened,  dissection  is  less  perplexing. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

At  the  public  Commencement  held  at  the  Uni- 
versity Hall,  April  8,  1824,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen received  the  degree  of  M.  D. 

NEW-YORK. 

Correl  Humphrey,         On  Cynanche  Trachealts 
Alexander  Hosack  Catarrhus  Senilis 


NEW-JERSEY. 


Furnum  S.  Cook 
Ephraun  Lloyd 
Wm.  S.  Bowen 
Jacob  Hunt 
Hosea  Fithian 
Wm.  S.  Hendrie 
Anthony  Keasbey 
oam'l.  L.  Howel 
Charles  Ridge  way 

PENNSYLVANIA 


Hepatis 

Gonorrhoea 

Hepatiti* 

Cold  Application 

Dysentery 

Humid  Tetter 

Cantharides 

Miasmata 

Fever 


Wm.  S.  Wallace 
James  Webster,  jr. 
Wilson  Jewel 
Ph.lip  Peitz,  jr. 
Richard  Gregg 
Chandler  R.  Oilman 
Wm.  C  Brewster 
John  C.  B.  Standbridge 
Fisher  Snow 
John  P.  Lewis 
Geo.  N  Eckert 
Charles  B.  Jauden 
Lewis  Horning 
Charles  H.  Rchr 
Wm.  S.  Helmuth 
John  Emerson 
Wm.  A.  Irvine 
Isaac  Remington 
Charles  Wayne 
Alexander  Speer 
Caspar  Wistar 
John  Purves 
John  T.  Huddleson 
Daniel  C.  Pfeiffer 
Samuel  Thompson 
Erasmus  Thomas 
Daniel  High 
Robert  Taylor 
John  Banks 
Geo.  B.  Taylor 
Wm.  Coxe  Poole 
Richard  Town 
James  Porter 


DELEW 


James  Cooper,  jr. 


Remittent  Fever  • 
Med.  Jurisprudence 
Nux  Vomica 
Cholera  Infantum 
Intermittent  Fever 
Hydrothorax 
Mod.  Oper.  of  Med. 
Fluor  Aibus 
Intermittent  Fever 
Acute  Hepatitis 
Sal.  Cinch,  in  Int.Fev, 
Clinical  Practice 
Feb.  Inf.  Remittens 
Sal  Cinchon 
Anasarca 
Dysentery 
Secale  Cornutum 
Inflammation 
Bilious  Fever 
Fever  of  Adams  Co. 
Intermittent  Fever 
Hydrothorax 
Oleum  Terebinthin* 
Enteritis 

Arum  Tryphyllum 
Fract.  Os  Femoris 
Dysentery 
Intermittent  Fever 
Muriate  of  Gold 
Apoplexy 
Croup 

Cynanche  Trachealis 
Acute  Hepatitis 

ARE. 

De  Morbis  Oculorum 


MARYLAND. 


Edward  W.  Mobberiy 
Levi  Dent 
Cuthbert  S.  Green 
John  C  Thomas 
Glreenbury  Ridgely,  jr 

VIRGI 

Richard  Kennon 
Jonathan  P.  Gilliam 
John  Fisher 
Philip  G.  Randolph 
John  Patterson 
>Timmo  Morris 
Edwin  A.  Morrison 
Geo.  C.  Scott 
Alfred  T.  Magill 
Warner  Briscoe 


Hepatitis 
Tetanus 

Hydroceph.  Acutus 
Gastritis 
Dj-sentery 

;V1A. 

PneumoniaTyphoides 

Apoplexy 

Leeches 

Angina  Pectoris 

Remittent  Fever 

Pleuritis 

Diseases  of  Liver 

Dysentery 

Haemoptysis 

Secale  Cornutuna 
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James  H.  Gilliam 
James  Tompkins 
John  R.  Stone 
James  L.  Holliday 
Ma  the  w  Page 
Alexander  Jackson 
Livingstone  Waddell 
Tho3.  W.  Meriwether 
Alexander  B.  Cralle 
Chastain  Cocke 
Wm.  D.  Knox 
David  Hunter 
Robert  A.  Lacey 
Geo.  Williamson 
Galeb  B.  Mathews 
Edward  Hattoa 


Peritonitis 
Charcoal 
Pneumonia 
Liriodendron  Xulipifera 
Dysentery 
Cold  in  Fevers 
Authority  of  Names 
Hepatitis 
Gastritis 
Dysentery 
Gastritis 
Mercury 
Gonorrhea 
Cholera  Morbus 
Ether  Inhalation 
Hepatitis 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Edmund  C.  F.  Strudwick  Stethoscope 
John  Arlington  Ascites 

John  Haywood  Typhus  Fever 

James  R.  Gienn  Trachitis 


John  I.  Myers 
Geo.  W.  Pressley 
Joseph  Warren 
Elias  Horlheck 
Jos.  S.  Inglesby 
Roderic  M.  Taliaferro 
Sam'l.  B.  R.  Finley 
Alexander  M'Dowell 
John  T.  Pratt 


Philip  Minis 
R.ansom  Tuggle 
James  B.  Peterson 
Joseph  W  Grimes, 
Wm.  P.  Hort 
James  T.  Hay 

Squier  Littell 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Cholera  Morbus 
Tela  Aranea 
Hydrophobia 
Hepatic  Phthisis 
Pneumonia 
Bilious  Fever 
Bilious  Intermittent 
Generation 
Dysentery 

GEORGIA. 

Yellow  Fever 
Scilia  Maritima 
Fluor  Aibus 
Malignant  Fever 
Diabetes  Meliitus 
Bilious  Fever 
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Inflammation. 


At  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in 
New-York,  44  gentlemen  have  recently  received 
the  degree  of  M.  D. 

Eight  medical  degrees  were  recently  confer- 
red at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
the  western  district  of  New-York. 


A  dream,  which  we  were  unable  to   recollect 
a  short  time  after  awakening,  is  not  (infrequent- 
ly recalled  to  our  remembrance    by  some    inci- 
dent during  the  day,  connected  with   the  subject 
of  it.     Whenever  a  dream  is  not  recollected,   it 
probably  arises  from  absence  of  some  such  asso- 
ciated circumstance.     Our  failure  of  memory  in 
his  case  seems  analogous  to  what  we  observe  so 
often  immediately  after  reverie.     When  we  are 
abruptly  roused  from  a  reverie,  by  a  companion 
who  asks  us  the  subject  of  it,  we  have  no  more 
idea  of  what  had  just  been  occupying  our  thoughts, 
than  if  we  had  been  in  absolute  insensibility.    In 
sleep,  images  present  themselves  in  such    quick 
succession,  an  immense  multitude  appear  crowd- 
ed   into    the    shortest    time.     Pte  me  in  bra  nee    of 
■in  is    therefore    difficult.     The    shorter    the 
time  an  id^-a  remains  in  the  mind,  the  less  likely 
is  it  to  leave  any  durable    impression.     Men   in 
whom  thought  seems  so  sluggish    as  to  threaten 
stagnation,  have    almost    universally    memories 
mn<t  tenacious.  joiin  kkid,  m.  d. 

London^  1823. 


MEDICINE    IN    INDIA. 

From  the  report  of  a  committee  on   the  affairs  of  the 

Serampore  College. 

Medical  Professor.— Respecting  a  Medical  Pro- 
fessor the  committee  have  felt  it  their  duty  to' 
apply  for  assistance  to  government.  Since  pub- 
lishing their  last  Report  their  attention  has 
been  particularly  turned  to  the  importance  oi 
attempting  to  introduce  sound  medical  knowledge 
among  the  natives.  The  number  of  those  who 
perish  year  by  year,  almost  wholly  through  ig- 
norance of  the  principles  of  the  healing  art,  is 
truly  affecting;  while  many  others  are  rendered 
almost  helpless  for  life  through  a  partial  recov- 
ery frcm  wounds  and  fractures.  The  fact  is, 
that  neither  Hindoos  nor  Mussulmans  have  any 
correct  knowledge  of  anatomy,  cu  which  so 
aauch  of  the  healing  art  depends  ;  and  hence, with 
the  medicines  they  have  in  use,  some  of  which 
are  powerful,  they  kill  almost  as  many  as  they 
cure.  The  want  of  medical  knowledge  lately 
appeared  in  a  lamentable  degree  in  that  dread- 
ful disease  the  cholera.  Of  those  who  when, 
seized  with  it,  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  European 
skill  and  care,  scarcely  two  out  often  died; 
while  in  some  instances  almost  whole  villages 
perished,  when  they  were  left  wholly  to  their 
own  native  pretenders  to  medicine. 

Enlightened  and  humane  natives,  skilled  in 
medicine  as  well  as  in  the  classic  language  and 
literature  of  their  country,  would  be  welcomed 
in  every  part  of  India,  as  physicians  nse  above 
all  cast,  even  the  Hindoo  shaster.s  declaring,  that 
whatever  forbidden  food  or  liquid  be  received 
as  medicine,  interferes  not  with  cast  in  the  least 
degiee.  Such  native  Physicians,  animated  with 
benevolence,  therefore,might  become  the  means 
of  the  most  extensive  good  among  their  own 
countrymen,  even  though  Christians.  It  is  well 
known  how  much  Arabic  and  even  Jewish  phy- 
sicians were  valued  throughout  Europe  six  or 
eight  centuries  ago,  notwithstanding  the  abhor- 
rence in  which  their  religious  profession  was 
held. 

Impressed  with  these  ideas,  the  committee  in 
November  last  addressed  a  petition  on  this  sub- 
ject to  the  Most  Noble  the  Governor  General  in 
Council,  mentioning  their  design  of  estabishing  a 
European  Professor  of  Medicine  in  Serampore 
College, and  respectfully  requesting  the  assistance 
of  government  in  meeting  the  expense.  To 
this  petition  the  government  were  pleased  to  re- 
ply, that  they  thought  the  establishment  of  a 
European  Medical  Professor  in  the  Coiiege 
might  be  productive  of  great  good  to  the  coun 
try,  and  that  when  a  suitable  man  was  procured, 
they  would  take  their  request  for  meeting  the 
expense,  into  favourable  consideration. 


rare.  M.  Neumark  has  quoted  only  one  of  200, 
two  of  296,  and  one  of  300.  The  individual  who 
reached  the  last  mentioned  age  was  called  Jean 
de  Temporibus  :  he  was  equeny  toCharlemagne, 
and  died  in  Germany  in  1128.  It  is  remark- 
able that  there  are  few  people  of  rank,  and  few 
physicians,  among  the  centenaries.  Hippocrates 
and  Dufournel  (the  latter  of  whom  died  at  Paris 
in  1815,  aged  115  years)  are  almost  the  only 
ones.  Among  Monarehs,  except  Fiederick  the 
Second,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  76  years,  few 
have  passed  70.  Among  300  Popes,  only  seven 
have  reached  the  age  of  80.  Among  philoso- 
pherswho  have  become  old  may  be  reckoned 
Kepler,  Bacon,  Newton,    Euier,  Kant,    Fonten- 

elle,  &c.  

gun-shot  wound. 

A  custom-house  officer  at  Havre,  France,  in 
a  state  of  derangement,  loaded  a  pistol  with  two 
balls  and  a  lead  slug,  and  closing  his  lips  round 
the  muzzle,  fired  it  off.  One  of  the  balls  came 
out  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  by  the  transverse 
processes  of  the  cervical  vertebras,  another 
through  the  left  cheek,  tearing  away  two  teeth, 
and  the  slug  on  the  right  side,  anterior  to  the 
angle  of  the  jaw.  The  loss  of  blood  was  very 
slight,  and  his  recovery  rapid  beyond  all  expec- 
tation. There  was  but  little  disfiguration  of  the 
countenance :  his  mental  disorder  has  never 
since  returned. 


LONGEVITY. 

M.  Neumark,  of  Ratisbon,  has  just  published 
a  curious  Treatise  on  the  msans  of  attaining  to 
an  advanced  age.  The  examples  which  he  has 
quoted  of  persons  who  have  lived  to  between  90 
and  100  years  are  from  12  to  20  every  year  in 
that  interval.  [Those  of  centuries,  and  up  to 
115  years,  are.  more  numerous;  but  the  number 
diminishes  of  those  who  have  attained,  the  age 
of  from  113  to  123  years,  being  not  more  than 
from  four  to  nine.  The  examples  of  persons  < 
a  greater  age  than  123  years  are  naturally  more 


small  pox.  Among  the  deaths  in  London  du- 
ring the  last  year,  there  were  774  of  natural 
Small  Pox. 

96  persons  died  last  week  in  New-York  ;  of 
these,  17  died  oF  consumption,  9  were  stillborn, 
and  12  died  of  Small  Pox. 

It  has  appeared  in  Portland,  Me. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  there  will  be  an 
entire  new  method  adopted  of  arranging  the  ar- 
ticles published  in  the  Intelligencer,  which  we 
believe  will  meet  the  approbation  of  our  patrons. 
Instead  of  giving  an  abstract,  all  pieces  will  be 
inserted  at  length,  without  being  divested  of  a 
sentence  that  can  give  interest  to  the  subject. 
Our  editorial  labours  have  of  late  be^n  solitary 
and  Sjngle-handed.  We  shall  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive essays  and  other  communications  frcm  med- 
ical gentlemen,  and  assure  them  they  shall  be 
correctly  inserted. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 
Ending  April  loih,  from  the  Health-Office  Returns. 
April§.—jo\m  Babh,  4  months  ;  Nathaniel  G.  At- 
kins, 6.  10. — Lucretia  O.  Kidder,  19  ;  John  Chever, 
jr.  26  ;  Abiel  Winship,  55  ;  Francis  McCabe  ;  Lucy 
Walker.  12. — John  Callagin,  jr.  3  ;  Samuel  T.  Brown, 
11  months.  13. — Richard  Gary,  50  ;  James  Murray  ; 
John  (  lark  ;  Samuel  Campbell.  14. — Sibel  Haskell, 
10  ;  Margaret  Dunn.  8  as.  ;  Simpson  B.  Kosea,  28  ; 
John  Spear,  75.     16. —  ames   Belmont,  22. 

Mortification,  1 — Dropsy  in  Head,  3 — Dropsy  of 
Chest,  I— Cons, ':!■!>/ > on,  3 — Disorder  of  Bowels,  1 — 
Lung  Fever,  2 — Decline,  1 — Pneumonia,  1. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE!!  : 
Edited  by  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  m.  i>. — Published  weekly 
by  John  Cotton,  Proprietor,  (to  whom  all  Communi- 
cations must  be  directed,  post-paid,")  at  two  dollars  a 
year,  payable  in  advance,  for  six  months  or  a  year. — 
Subscriptions  received  at  his  Office,  No.  47,  Marlboro'- 
Street,  corner  oi  Franklin-Street,  or  at  the  Bookstore, 
same  No.  

PRINTING,    IS  AH.  ITS  BRANCHES,    HEATI/Y  EXECUTES 
AT  THIS  OFFICE. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 


SUFFICIT  SI  ttUID  FIAT    IJSTELLIUAIVIUS,    ETSI  ftOO  MODO  FIAT  IGNOE.EMUS. CICERO. 


Vol.  1. 


TUESDAY,    APRIL  27,    1824. 


No.  60. 


.  T-Mhl 


v.tt-3Lzx&m<t 


INTEMPERANCE. 

(  Continued  from  page  1 94. ) 

To  reprobate  the  use  of  strong  liquors  alto- 
gether, may  be  considered  as  a  kind  of  prudery 
in  temperance ;  as  carrying  this  virtue  to  an  un- 
necessary, and  even  preposterous  extent.  But 
prudery,  it  should  be  recollected,  consists  not  so 
much  in  the  excess  of  a  virtue  as  in  the  affecta- 
tion of  it.  The  real  prudes  in  regimen  are  those 
who  "  strain  at.  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel ;" 
who  would  have  great  scruples  perhaps  in  drink- 
ing a  glass  of  wine,  but  who  would  not  hesitate 
every  day  of  their  lives  to  swallow,  in  a  phar- 
maceutical shape,  draughts  composed  principally 
of  the  worst  and  most  concentrated  spirits.  Tinc- 
tures are  medicinal  drams.  The  habitual  use  of 
them  can  be  regarded  only  as  a  more  specious 
and  decorous  mode  of  intemperance.  In  this 
may  be  said  to  consist  the  privileged  debauchery 
of  many  a  nervous  valetudinarian.  A  female  of 
decorum  and  delicacy  may  thus  most  effectually 
ruin  her  health  without  in  the  slightest  degree 
impairing  her  reputation.  She  may  allay  the 
qualms  of  the  stomach,  without  the  danger  of 
occasioning  any  more  disagreeable  qualms  of 
conscience. 

It  is  possible  for  us  to  be  intemperate  in  our 
eulogy  of  abstinence,  and  to  violate  moderation 
in  our  invectives  against  excess.  But  at  the 
same  time  it  is  our  duty  to  reflect,  that  what  is 
evil  in  its  essence,  no  reduction  of  quantity  can 
convert  into  good.  Vice  retains  its  character 
throughout  every  gradation  of  its  scale.  In  none 
of  its  descending  degrees  can  it  produce  any 
thing  better  than  more  diluted  and  mitigated  mis- 
chief. 

The  crime  of  intemperance  must,  after  all,  be 
allowed  to  be,  in  a  certain  sense,  a  relative  thing 
There  are  multitudes  who,  without  the  intellect- 
ual vigour,  labour  under  the  corporeal  imbecili- 
ty of  the  celebrated  poet,  and  who  ought  there- 
fore to  be  equally  nice  in  their  notions  of  excess. 
The  mischief,  and,  of  course,  the  guilt  of  intem- 
perance, vary  considerably  according  to  the  sex, 
as  well  as  other  circumstances  of  the  individual. 
To  the  constitution  of  man,  for  instance,  unne- 
cessary incentive  is  injurious,  to  that  of  woman 
incalculably  more  so  ;  and  to  that  of  a  woman  in 
a  state  of  pregnancy,  it  involves  the  danger  of 
twofold  destruction.  Females  in  that  situation 
are  ioaded  with  a  double  responsibility.  By  the 
abuse  of  inebriating  liquors,  they  incur  the  risk 
of  child  murder,  in  addition  to  that  of  suicide. — 
Or,  if  the  infant  of  an  intemperate  mother  so  far 
escape  as  to  be  ushered  alive  into  the  world,  lit- 
tle physical  vigour  or  intellectual  health  can  be 
expected  from  a  human  being,  whose  constitu- 
tion has  been  made  to  know  the  influence  of  al- 
cohol, before  even  it  was  exposed  to  that  of  air. 

Alcohol  ought  not  to  be  had  recourse  to  even 
in  more  advanced  life,  except  upon  some  extra- 
ordinary occasion,  when  a  deficiency  of  immedi- 
ate vigour  obliges  us  to  draw  upon  the  future  for 
supply.  A  prudent  man,  however,  will  be  care- 
ful how  he  at  any  time  mortgages  his  constitu- 
tion ;  but  in  early  youth  a  want  of  this  caution 


is  particularly  to  be  dreaded.  There  is  a  kind 
of  compound  interest  to  be  acquired  in  vital  as 
well  as  in  pecuniary  property.  In  our  first 
years,  deviations  comparatively  slight  and  tran- 
sient from  the  straight  line  of  sobriety  and  na- 
ture, inflict  perhaps  a  more  essential  injury  up- 
on the  imperfectly  formed  and  insufficiently 
cemented  fabric,  than  it  would  be  likely  after- 
wards to  receive  from  the  attacks  of  more  per- 
manent and  outrageous  excess. 

The  actual  habits  of  an  hypochondriac  may 
be  temperate,  but  it  will  generally  be  found,  up- 
on inquiry,  that  they  wore  not  always  so.  He  is 
now  probably  reaping  that  harvest  of  mischief, 
the  seeds  of  which  were  sown  in  the  season  of 
his  youth.  It  is  often  in  the  power  of  moral  re- 
form to  stop  the  progress  of  injury,  but  it  can 
seldom  obliterate  that  which  has  been  already 
inflicted.  No  revolution  of  habits  can  regene- 
rate the  decayed  principle  of  life.  We  shall 
never  be  what  we  might  have  been,  had  we  not 
once  transgressed.  Bankrupts  in  constitution 
cannot,  like  commercial  insolvents,  be  restored 
to  their  former  condition.  For  a  considerable 
time,  we  may  not  seem  to  ourselves  to  be  poor- 
er for  our  early  extravagance,  but  the  debt  in 
which  it  lias  involved  us  mu3t  be  paid  at  last.  It 
often  unfortunately  happens  in  such  cases,  that 
care  becomes  excessive  at  a  period  when  it  can 
no  longer  be  of  much  advantage.  After  having 
wantonly  poured,  as  it  were,  upon  the  ground 
the  first  sprightly  runnings,  a  man  becomes  ab- 
surdly parsimonious  of  the  dregs  of  vitality.  He 
throws  away  the  kernel,  and  hoards  with  an  in- 
sane avarice  the  dry  and  empty  shell. 

Men  who,  from  an  equivocal  felicity  of  con- 
stitution are  prevented,  for  a  long  time,  from  kill- 
ing themselves  by  their  excesses,  are  often  the 
indirect  means  of  destroying  many  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures. Such  persons  are  referred  to  as 
livmg  arguments,  much  stronger  than  any  inani- 
mate logic  to  the  contrary,  of  the  innoxious  na- 
ture of  intemperance.  In  their  countenances 
we  may  sometimes  read  the  indications  of  almost 
invulnerable  health ;  it  would  be  well,  if  also 
were  inscribed  there,  In  characters,  equally  legi- 
ble, the  catalogue  of  convivial  companions  who 
have  fallen  victims  to  their  treacherous  exam- 
ple. 

The  unfortunate  Burns  at  one  time  complain- 
ed that  those  with  whom  he  associated  were  not 
satisfied  with  his  conversation,  luxurious  as  it 
must  have  been,  unless  he  gave  them  also  a  slice 
of  his  constitution.  He  must  be  condemned  as 
unwisely  lavish,  who  cuts  up  his  vital  principle 
for  the  entertainment  of  his  friends  -.  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  a  person  may  be  thought  by  some  too 
grudgingly  parsimonious  of  his  fund  of  health, 
who  would  not  lay  out  a  little  of  it  upon  extra- 
o  ry  occasions,  in  solemnizing,  according  to 
the  usual  form,  the  rites  of  hospitality,  in  height- 
ening the  warmth  of sympathy,  or  in  promoting 
the  vivacity  of  convivial  intercourse.  But  that 
man's  heart,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  (|>f  lit- 
tle value,  which  will  not  beat  full  and  strong  up- 
on an  e  vpty  stomach.  An  after-dinner  kind  of 
friendship,  the  expression  of  which  acquires  new 


ardor  at  every  fresh  filling  of  the  glass,  must  be 
expected  to  evaporate  with  the  the  fumes  of  the 
liquor  which  inspired  it.  The  tide  of  liberal 
sentiment  retires,  in  such  cases,  as  soon  as  the 
animal  spirits  begin  to  ebb.  The  heat  produced 
by  alcohol  ought  not  to  be  mistaken  for  the  glow 
of  virtue.  He  whose  pitch  of  generosity  ot 
goodness  is  regulated  by  the  state  of  his  circula- 
tion, is  entitled  to  little  confidence  or  respect,  in 
any  of  the  important  connections  or  social  inter- 
courses of  life.  The  steadiness  of  a  sober  and 
substantial  benevolence  is  to  be  compared,  only 
by  way  of  contrast,  to  the  precarious  vicissitudes 
of  that  person's  temper,  with  whom  kindness  is 
not  a  healthy  habit,  but  a  feverish,  paroxysm  ; 
and  who,  although  constitutionally,  or  in  the  or- 
dinary course  of  his  life,  sensual  or  selfish,  may 
be  occasionally  wrought  up  by  factitious  means, 
to  the  elevation  of  a  jovial  aud  fugitive  philan- 
thropy. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  intemper- 
ance, it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  there 
are  cases  in  which  extraordinary  stimuli  may  be 
useful  in  deducting  from  the  operation  of  causes 
still  more  injurious  or  more  rapidly  fatal  in  their 
effects.  When  bodily  pain,  for  instance,  has  ris- 
en to  a  certain  point,  wine,  brandy,  or  laudanum, 
although  they  should  always  with  caution,  may 
sometimes  with  propriety  be  applied,  as  by  af- 
fording temporary  relief  they  spare,  for  a  time 
at  least,  the  wear  and  tear  that  is  produced  by 
too  acute  and  violent  sensations.  Such  a  season- 
able use  of  them  may  be  estimated,  upon  the 
whole,  as  a  saving  to  the  constitution.  It  is  like- 
wise a  doctrine  of  some  importance,  and  which 
ought  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  medical  practi- 
tioner, that  whenever  a  patient  expresses  a  vio- 
lent appetite,  which,  from  his  never  having  been 
known  to  experience  it  before,  appears  to  have 
been  created  by  his  disease,  it  ought  in  general 
to  be  regarded  as  indicating  what  is  subservient 
to  its  cure.  As,  in  the  lower  animals,  which 
are  constitutionally  deficient  in  reason,  instinct 
supplies  its  place,  so,  during  the  period  that  the 
mental  power  in  man  is  in  some  measure  impair- 
ed by  bodily  disorder,  nature  often  provides  him 
also  with  a  temporary  instinct,  which  is  still 
more  sure  in  its  dictates  than  the  reasoning  fac- 
ulty. 

To  some  hypochondriacs  we  ought  not  to  pro- 
scribe the  moderate  use  of  wine,  as  by  so  doing, 
we  may  be  in  danger  of  excluding  them  altogeth- 
er from  the  enjoyment  of  that  social  intercourse, 
which  is  the  only  medicine  of  a  life  that  may, 
under  certain  circumstances,  be  regarded  as  a 
long  disease.  Those  who  have  lived  in  the  ha- 
bit of  taking  two  or  three  glasses  of  wine  after 
dinner,  and  who  have  seldom  exceeded  that 
quantity,  it  would  be  an  act  of  almost  gratuitous 
cruelty  to  deprive  of  so  scanty  an  indulgence. 

There  are  persons  who  carry  the  doctrine  of 
abstinence  to  an  absurd  and  even  ridiculous  ex- 
tent. Such  are  they  who  tell  us  to  abstain  not 
from  wine  only,  but  even  from  water,  unless  it 
be  purified  by  an  artificial  process.  The  spring 
which  issues  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  needs 
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not  the  chymisfs  art  to  render  it  salubrious. — 
The  laboratory  of  nature  requires  for  such  a 
purpose  no  aid  froca  the  laboratory  of  man. 

■I  ww        ■  — 

ON    GENIUS. 
(Continued  from  page  195.) 
It  has  often  been  remarked,  that  men  of  great 
genius  are  frequently  prone  to  great  vices  ;    and 
hence  many  persons  have  rashly  concluded    that 
genius  and  ungovernable  passions  are  necessarily 
connected.      Nay,  some    individuals    have  even 
presumed  so  far  on    the    supposed   inseparabil- 
ity of  the    two,  as  to  be  proud  of  their   vices, 
and  to  suppose,  that  by    manifiesting  them,  they 
afforded  indubitable  proofs  of  genius,  although 
their    possession    of    intellectual    capacity    was 
proved  in  no  other  way.     Such  notions,  however, 
are  wholly  absurd.      The    iower  propensities  of 
our  nature  depend  on  faculties  as    distinct    from 
those  which  inspire  with  genius,  as  the  eyes  are 
distinct  from  the  ears;  and  hence,  until  the  per- 
sons now  supposed  are  able  10  cause  the  cerre- 
bellum  to  manifest  the  intellectual  powers,  they 
they  will  never  render  great  propensities  to  vice 
equivalent  to  great  endowment  of  genius.      It   is 
unquestionably  true,  that  several  men  of  great  in- 
tellectual powers  have  been  prone   to  the  indul- 
gence of  the  lower  propensities  of  our  nature  in 
a  lamentable  degree.     But  this  concomitance   is 
in  every  case  accidental,  and  not  necessar}r.  Ma- 
ny great  men  have  been  virtuous,  as  well  as  many 
vicious.     If  nature  bestew  on  the  same  individual 
a  great  endowment  of  the  faculties  which    pro- 
duce propensities,  and    also  of  the  knowing  and 
reflecting  faculties,  with  an   inferior  endowment 
cf  the  faculties  which  produce  the   moral  senti- 
ments, be  may  be  a  great  genius,  and  at  the  same 
time  extremely  prone  to  vice.      But  if  she    be- 
stow on  another  individual  the  same  endowment 
of  the  knowing  and    reflecting  faculties,  with  a 
weak  endowment  of  the  propensities,  and  a  strong 
endowment  of  the  sentiments,  he  will  be  equal  to 
the  other  in  genius,  and  far  surpass  him  in  moral- 
ity.    Thus  the  vices  of  great  men  are  spots  up- 
on their  greatness;    proofs  of  their    lamentable 
subjection  to  the  animal  desires   of  our   nature; 
but  by  no  means  the  constituent    parts   of  their 
intellectual  superiority.      The  cause  of  morality 
is  never  in  greater  danger  than  when  vice  is  in- 
vested with  a  false  lustre  borrowed  from  concom- 
itant greatness;  for  those  who  are  subject  to  the 
vice,  without  being   possessed  of  the  genius,  are 
ever  ready  to  represent  the    connection  as  indis- 
soluble, and  to  pretend  to  the    one  because    they 
exhibit  the  other.       But  this  system  exposes  the 
falsity  of  such    pretensions;    and,  by  drawing  a 
■'Strong  line  of  demarcation  between    the  sources 
of  genius  and  immorality,  shews  us  both  in  their 
true  colours,  and  enables  us  to  distinguish  betwixt 
them,  however  close   and  frequent  their  combi- 
nations may  happen  to  be. 

The  direction  of  the  genius  will  depend  gene- 
rally on  the  particular  propensit.es  and  senti- 
ments which  predominate  in  the  individual.  A 
person  with  gr:^at  reflecting  faculties,  little  love 
of  approbation,  and  much  covetiveness,  will  ap- 
ply bis  reflecting  faculties  to  acquire  property  to 
gratify  covetiveness.  Another  individual  with 
tli !  same  reflecting  ffacn  I  ties,  little  covetiveness, 
and  much  love  of  approbation,  will  apply  his  re- 
flecting powers  to  acquire  fame,  in  order  to  grat- 
ify bis  love  of  praise.     The  faculties  of  the  pro- 


pensities and  sentiments,  thus  afford  motives  of 
excitement  to  the  intellectual  powers ;  and  the 
mutual  influence  of  the  faculties  is  so  great,  that 
a  strong  feeling  will  frequently  excite  extraordi 
nary  displays  of  intellect,  which  cannot  be  com- 
manded by  the  individual  on  ordinary  occasions. 
Hence,  to  excite  the  manifestations  of  genius  in 
the  most  powerful  manner,  we  ought  to  address 
to  each  individual,  motives  corresponding  to  his 
predominant  propensities  or  sentiments.  At  pres- 
ent, the  love  of  praise,  or  the  love  of  money,  are 
the  two  chief  exciting  causes  ;  but  the  motives 
might  be  considerably  multiplied,  as  the  faculties 
which  give  desires  are  more  numerous.  With 
regard  to  children,  this  fact  in  our  constitution 
ought  always  to  be  kept  in  view  ;  for  one  will  be 
excited  by  one  motive,  and  another  by  another, 
to  the  most  forcible  manifestation  of  his  intellect 
ual  powers. 

SMALL-POX  IN    PORTLAND,  (ME.) 

On  the  5th  inst.  one  of  the  physicians  gave  in- 
formation that  a  widow  woman,  Mrs.  Brown,  liv- 
ing on  King  Street,  was  adjudged  to  have  the 
small-pox,  who  was  removed  to  the  hospital. — 
An  inquiry  was  then  had,  to  ascertain  by  what 
means  the  infection  could  have  been  communi- 
cated ;  and  from  all  the  information  the  Board 
can  obtain,  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  brought 
from  New-York  in  some  articles  of  clothing 
which  were  washed  by  Mrs.  Brown,  and  belong- 
ed to  a  person  recently  from  that  place. 

At  the  time  Mrs.  Brown  was  removed  to  the 
hospital,  the  persons  living  in  the  house  were 
inoculated  with  the  kine  pock.  On  the  12th,  a 
Mrs.  Nelson,  living  in  the  same  house,  was  taken 
with  the  symptoms  of  the  small- pox,  and  the  in- 
oculation with  the  kine  pock  did  not  appear  to 
have  taken  effect,  and  all  the  persons  living  in 
the  house  were  directed  to  be  removed  to  the 
hospital,  and  the  house  cleansed  and  shut  up.  On 
the  14th,  Thomas  Haskell,  and  Betsey  Rhodes, 
who  had  been  at  Mrs.  Brown13  previous  to  its 
being  known  that  she  had  the  distemper,  were 
reported  by  the  physicians  to  have  the  symp- 
toms of  the  small-pox,  and  directed  forthwith  to 
be  removed  to  the  hospital.  Five  adults,  and 
five  children  have  been  sent  to  the  hospital. — 
Mrs.  Brown  is  so  far  recovered  as  to  assist  as  one 
of  the  nurses,  and  all  the  others  from  present  ap- 
pearances, are  doing  well.  Drs.  Merrill  and 
Rea  are  employed  as  the  physicians. 

April  18. — The  physicians  reported  three  per- 
sons as  having  the  symptoms  of  small-pox,  who 
were  sent  to  the  hospital.  In  every  case  which 
has  occurred  as  yet,  it  may  be  traced  to  a  com- 
munication with  the  house  where  it  first  made 
its  appearance,  and  the  persons  who  have  been 
sent  to  the  hospital  wsve  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
the  house  previous  to  the  removal  of  Mrs. 
Brown.  The  whole  number  now  under  the  op- 
eration of  the  disease  is  twelve. 

April  19. — The  physicians  report  Luther  B. 
Lovell,  as  having  the  small-pox  ;  he  came  to  this 
place  in  the  brig  Levant,  from  N.  York,  about 
ten  days  since.  There  were  admitted  iDto  the 
hospital  yesterday,  viz.  Alexander  Baker,  Jorr> 
Foster,  and  Lucretia  Foster.  The  last  is  but 
slightly  indisposed. 


SMALL-POX  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

Drs.  Mitchel  and  Bell  have  published  a  report, 
dated  the  6th  inst.  upon  the  cases  _of  the  small- 


pox, at  the  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Philadelphia. 
The  whole  number  of  cases  is  158.  Of  116 
cases,  unprotected  by  previous  vaccination  or 
inoculation,  70  d;ed.  Of  25  who  had  been  vac- 
cinated, none  died.  Of  5  who  were  inoculated, 
2  died.  Of  4  who  had  previously  had  the  small- 
pox, 2  died.  Of  9,  it  is  unknown  whether  they 
had  been  vaccinated  or  not.  There  were  84 
males,  of  whom  27  died ;  and  74  females,  of 
whom  30  died. 

CASE  OF  TETANUS. 
Communicated  by  a  Physician  of  Boston.  Apr.  24, 1824. 
In  Dec.  1821,  Miss  S.  L.  aged  20,  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  break  off  the  points  of  two  small  nee- 
dles in  the  fore-finger  of  the  right  hand, — one 
portion  of  each  needle  remaining  in  the  finger. 
No  application  was  made  at  that  time  ;  but  soon 
after,  beginning  to  suffer  greatly,  she  called  up- 
on a  physician,  who,  by  means  of  a  plaister, 
changed  the  place  of  the  substance !  From  the 
time  of  the  injury,  she  was  continually  subject 
to  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  hand,  which 
gradually  extended  to  the  fore-arm,  and  finally 
to  the  muscles  of  the  neck: — the  whole  body 
would  often  be  affected.  In  a  severe  paroxysm, 
the  head  was  drawn  violently  sideways  and  back- 
wards, the  arm  and  fore-arm  bent,  first  clenched, 
and  the  whole  superior  extremity  drawn  towards 
the  chest. 

These  paroxysms  varying  in  severity,  occur- 
red daily,  often  twice  and  sometimes  four  times 
a  day,  seldom  intermitting  more  than  a  week, 
until  Sept.  1823.  In  the  month  of  Jan.  1821, 
the  plaister  winch  produced  a  change  of  place 
in  the  needle,  was  applied.  About  five  months 
after,  she  was  advised  to  apply  a  magnet,  which 
she  did,  and  by  thai  means  removed  the  needle. 
But  the  removal  of  the  irritating  cause  did  not 
cure  or  m  any  degree  relieve  the  tetanus.  Sept. 
20,  1823,  I  was  called  to  her.  At  this  time  the 
paroxysms  occurred  two  or  three  tiroes  every 
day.  As  she  had  an  aversion  to  opium  in  any 
form,  and  fearing  a  habit  of  taking  sufficient  to 
relieve  spasmodic  action  would  eventually  be  as 
detrimental  as  the  disease  itself,  I  determined  up- 
on the  trial  of  electricity.  Being  insulated, 
sparks  were  drawn  from  her  for  fifteen  or  twen- 
ty minutes  daily  ; — the  electric  fluid  was  drawn 
from  the  course  of  the  tendons  of  the  fore-arm, 
and  along  the  course  of  the  sterno  cleido  mas- 
toideus.  This  plan  was  pursued  one  month;  af- 
ter which,  the  operation  was  performed  every 
second  day,  for  one  month  longer. 

From  the  first  week  of  this  course  of  treat- 
ment, she  had  no  paroxysms ;  but  during  this 
time,  often  had  twitchir.gs  of  the  tendons.  This 
disappeared  after  the  third  week.  She  has  had 
no  return  of  tetanus  since  that  time.  But 
when  one  or  two  months  had  elapsed  from  the 
use  of  electricity,  she  occasionally  complained  of 
pain  in  those  parts  which  had  formerly  been  the 
seat  of  the  spasmodic  action.  This  was  some- 
times attended  with  twitchings  of  the  tendon; 
but  all  these  unpleasant  symptoms  disappeared 
after  the  application  of  an  ointment  prepared  by 
mixing  3i-  of  tartrite  of  antimony  with  an  ounce 
of  lard.  This  ointment  was  rubbed  upon  the 
inside  of  the  affected  arm,  until  a  crop  of  pus* 
tides  appeared.  The  pain  ceased  after  two  or 
three  days,  and  she  has  never  been  troubled 
since ;  and  the  hand  and  arm  are  now  in  every 
respect  as  sound  as  the  other. 
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POLYPUS  OF  THE    STOMACH,  WHICH  WAS  RE- 
JECTED BY  VOMITING. 
By  M.  I'abre;  from  the  Gazette  de  Saute. 

A  lady  of  Provence,  thirty  years  of  age,  was 
attacked,  about  twelve  years  ago,  with  pains  and 
cramps  in  the  stomach,  which  always  became 
mere  acute  and  lancinating  two  or  three  days  be- 
fore the  period  of  menstruation.  At  these  times 
she  could  swallow  fluids  only/the  pains  of  the 
stomach  being  much  increased  by  swallowing  so- 
lids, which  were  almost  immediately  rejected  by 
the  most  violent  strainings.  Ihe  flow  of  the 
courses  had  nevertheless  been  remarkably  easy. 

At  no  time  could  she  drink  spirituous  liquors, 
or  even  wine,  without  experiencing  an  almost  in- 
suppoi table  burning  heat  at  the  epigastrium. 

The  physicians  who  had  been  consulted  on  the 
nature  of  the  case,  were  satisfied  that  the  symp- 
toms indicated  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
stomach,  the  cause  of  which  was  not  evident,  al- 
though they  conceived  there  might  be  a  dilated 
state  of  the  blood-vessels  of  that  viscus,  and  con- 
sequently an  inordinate  excitement  of  the  nerv- 
ous system.  Under  this  belief,  they  prescribed 
copious  bleedings,  acidulated  and  lightly  narcotic 
fluids,  the  application  of  opium  plasters  and  com- 
presses with  tether  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
baths,  purgative  giysters,  blisters  upon  the  arms 
and  Ihighs,  and  various  other  remedies.  Not- 
withstanding-, however,  the  employment  of  these 
means,  the  pains  of  the  stomach  increased  to  such 
an  alarming  degree,  that,  for  the  last  eighteen 
months,  (hat  the  patient  was  supported  entirely 
on  animal  jellies,  panada,  and  broth  giyslers. 

She  was  in  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy  ;  and 
symptoms  of  abortion  had  come  on,  attended  with 
•vomiting. 

The  physician  had  been  three  hours  with  the 
patient,  when  she  complained  of  an  intolerable 
tearing  pain  of  the  stomach.  The  nausea  and 
vomitings  became  more  and  more  frequent,  their 
intensity  apparently  corresponding  with  that  of 
the  uterine  action. 

Soon  afterwards,  she  vomited  a  great  quantity 
of  blood  ;  and  after  the  severest  strainings,  threw 
up  a  fleshy  substance,  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  esg. 
somewhat  resembling  a  cauliflower,  with  a  verv 
slender  peduncle,  by  which  it  most  probably  ad- 
hered to  the  stomach.  The  base  of  the  "stem 
was  the  only  part  of  the  tumour  which  was  in 
•any  degree  lacerated. 

The  abortion  terminated  almost  immediately 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  tumour. 

During  the  remaining  part  of  the  day,she  had 
slight  nausea,  accompanied  with  a  sensation  of 
irritation  or  of  acute  pain  at  the  stomach,  which 
gradually  subsided. 

On  the  twentieth  day  the  patient  ate  some 
soup,  bread,  and  meat;  and  did  not  afterwards 
feel  any  fatigue  or  sensation  of  weight  at  the 
stomach,  of  which  she  had  complained  until  the 
fourteenth  day. 

On  the  thirtieth  she  appeared  perfectly  recov- 
ered. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL LONDON". 

Regulations  for  the  Examination  of  Apothecaries. 

The  Court  of  Examiners,  chosen  and  appoint- 
ed by  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
pursuance  of  a  certain  act  of  Parliament,  «  For 


better  regulating  the   practice  of  Apothecaries  pedient  to  operate)  what    day  he    would  fix  for 
throughout  England  and  Wales,  passed  in  the  55th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  George  the 
third,  has  determined — 

That  every  person  who  shall  be  admitted  to 
an  examination  for  a  certificate  to  practice  as  an 
apothecary,  shall  be  required  to  produce  testimo- 
nials of  having  served  an  apprenticeship  of  not 
less  than  five  years  to  an  apothecary  ;  of  having 
attained  the  full  "age  of  twenty  one  years  ;  and 
being  of  a  good  moral  conduct.  He  is  expected 
to  possess  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
language,  and  to  produce  a  certificate  of  having 
attended  not  less  than  two  courses  of  Lectures  on 
Anatomy  and  Physiology ;  two  courses  of  Lec- 
tures on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine; 
one  course  of  Lectures  on  Chemistry;  and  one 
course  of  Lectures  on  Materia  Medica.  A  cer- 
tificate of  attendance,  for  six  months  at  least,  on 
the  medical  practice  of  some  public  Hospital,  In- 
firmary, or  Dispensary. 

The  court  has  also  determined,  that  the  exam- 
ination for  a  certificate  to  practice  as  an  apothe- 
cary shall  be  as  follows  : 

1.  In  translating  parts  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
Londinensis,  and  Physicians'  Prescriptions. 

2.  In  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

3.  In  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry. 
In  the  Materia  Medica. 

Regulations  for  the  Examinations  of  Assistants. 
— That  every  person  who  shall  be  admitted  to  an 
exam. nation  for  a  certificate  to  act  as  an  assistant 
to  any  apothecary  in  compounding  or  dispensing 
medicines,  shall  be  required  to  translate  parts  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  Londinensis  and  Physicians' 
Prescriptions  ;  and  shall  be  examined  as  to  his 
knowledge  of  Pharmacy  and  Materia  Medica. 

Persons  appointed  by  the  Master,  Wardens,  and 
Society,  or  Court  of  Assistants,  shall,  at  any  hour 
of  the  day,  have  power  to  enter  the  shops  of  per- 
sons exercising  the  art  and  mystery  of  apotheca- 
ries, examine  their  contents,  and  when  they  find 
any  thing  improper,  burn,  or  otherwise  destroy, 
them,  report  them  to  the  Master  and  Wardens, 
who,  for  the  first  offence  may  fine  tbem  5!.;  for 
ihe  second,  10L;  for  the  third,  and  every  future 
offence,  201. 

For  refusing  to  compound  medicine  according 
to  the  directions  of  a  licensed  physician  ;  the  pe- 
nalty, first,  51.  second,  101,  and  third,  forfeiture 
of  certificate. 

The  sums  paid  for  a  certificate  to  practice  as 
nn  apothecary  within  ten  miles  of  London,  ten 
guineas;  beyond  that,  six  guineas.  Penalty  for 
-icting  as  an  apothecary  without  certificate,  201. 
for  each  offence  ;  as  an  assistant,  51. 

These  restrictions  have  been  considered  arbitrary  in 
the  great  city  where  they  are  enforced,  and  considera- 
ble exertions  were  made  at  the  time  they  were  estab- 
lished to  abrogate  some  of  the  penalties,  which,  how- 
ever, were  ineffectual.  If  the  following  relation  by  Mr, 
John  C  Yeatman,  a  surgeon  of  Frome,  in  an  article 
headed,  "Observations  on  Medical  Reform,"  published 
in  the  xxxiii  vol.  of  the  London  Medical  and  Physical 
Journal,  is  a  true  statement,  there  can  be  no  sort  of 
<>oubt  but  the  ./tpolhe.caries^  Law,  so  called  by  its  oppo- 
sers,  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  extinguish  a 
species  of  quackery  unparaHelledin  any  other  country. 

A  country  apothecary,  who  had  the  temerity 
to  officiate  in  a  case  of  strangulated  hernia,  beg- 
ged to  know  of  the  surgeon  (who  judged  it  ex- 


the  operation  ! 

Another  of  these  clever  men  sent  a  note  to  a 
surgeon  with  whom  I  was  intimate,  requesting 
"  the  lone  of  a  pear  of  phorcepts"  in  a  difficult 
case  of  labour  !  A  few  years  ago  a  practitioner 
brought  together  the  torn  muscles  of  a  badly-lac- 
erated wound  of  the  fore  arm  of  a  young  man 
with  two  sutures  ;  and,  having  placed  a  ligature 
upon  a  branch  of  the  recurrens  ulnaris  (which, 
by-the-bye,  he  called  the  interosseal),  put  three 
sutures  on  the  integuments;  in  twelve  hours  gan- 
grene and  death  released  the  poor  fellow  from 
the  agonizing  pain  attendant  on  the  inflammation 
excited  !  A  man  with  a  diploma  from  Aberdeen, 
administers  Cayenne  pepper,  brandy,  wine,  bark, 
&c.  in  inflammatory  fever  !  An  old  practitioner 
informed  me  that  the  best  way  of  increasing  the 
flow  of  blood  in  arteriotomy,  was  to  completel}'- 
divide  the  vessel !  Many  men  salivate  for  go- 
norrhoea and  gleets  ;  many  use  powerful  injec- 
tions during  the  inflammatory  stage  of  that  local 
disease;  and  others,  conceiving  all  cases  of  spasm 
of  the  urethra  cases  of  permanent  stricture,  have 
recourse  to  caustic  bougies!  A  man  in  the  low- 
er part  of  this  county,  unrivalled  for  effrontery, 
professed  to  know  every  disease  by  examining 
the  urine  of  the  afflicted; — this  fellow  made  a 
fortune  with  the  water  of  his  credulous  patients; 
and,  dying,  the  words  "eminent  apothecary" 
were  inscribed  on  his  monument.  Near  Kings- 
wood,  Gloucestershire,  I  was  not  a  little  amused 
with  a  sign  embellished  with  a  pestle  and  mor- 
tar, on  which  were  the  following  words: — "I 
Popjay  Surgeon  Apotecary  and  Midwife  fee- 
draws  teeth  and  bleeds  on  the  lowest  terms. 
Confectionary  Tobacco  Snuff  Tea  Coffee  Sugar 
and  all  sorts  of  Perfumery  sold  here. 
And  at  Blandford,  in  Dorsetshire  : — 

"  J  Biddiwood  expert  at  deeds 

I  Perriwigs  makes 

Draws  teeth  and  bleeds." 

There  are  no  absurdities  practised  in  the  United 
States,  by  apothecaries  that  bear  any  comparison  with 
such  ridiculous  extravagancies  as  we  have  quoted  ;  the 
chief  evil  arises  from  employing  unqualified  persons  to 
compound  medicines,  put  up  prescriptions,  &c,  persons 
who  are  totally  incompetent  to  the  business.  The  vend- 
ing of  patent  medicines  is  carried  to  a  great  extent,  and 
certainly  deserves  legislative  attention,  as  well  as  the 
decided  disapprobation  of  every  regularly  educated 
physician.  Some  attempts  have  been  made,  and  seve- 
ral plans  devised  by  professional  gentlemen  of  Boston, 
to  introduce  a  system  of  government  among  practising 
apothecaries,  which  should  secure  public  confidence,  as 
well  as  defeat  every  infringement  upon  their  privileges, 
but  the  subject  has  been  finally  laid  aside  for  the  pre- 
sent, as  impracticable. 


LIFE  OF    JOHN  C.  LETTSOM.    M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 

John  Coakiey  Letfsom,  one  of  twins,  was  bora 
in  December,  1774,  in  a  small  island  called  Lit- 
tle Van  Dyke,  near  Tortola,  within  the  verge  of 
the  tropics* 

At  the  age  of  six  years  he  wa9  sent  to  En- 
gland for  his  education,  and  was  placed  under 
the  protection  of  Mr.  Fothergill,  a  celebrated 
preacher  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  brother 
to  the  late  Dr.  John  Fothergill,  who  afterwards 
became  his  patron.  After  serving  the  stated 
time  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  entered  at  St 
Thomas'  Hospital  as  a  dresser.    In  this  situation. 
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the  diligence  that  in  after-life  so  particularly 
characterized  him  was  productive  of  several  ad- 
vantages ;  for  mauy  of  his  fellow-students,  less 
careful  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  upon 
which  they  are  destined  to  act  in  their  arduous 
profession,  led  away  by  the  follies  of  the  day, 
and  more  attentive  to  the  seductive  allurements 
of  the  billiard  room,  the  coffee  house,  and  the 
theatre,  used  to  entrust  their  proportion  of  pa- 
tients to  him,  who,  by  attentive  observations, 
was  enabled  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  medi- 
cal science,  and  to  alleviate  the  miseries  of  the 
indigent  suiferers. 

After  two  years'  study  and  practice  in  the 
hospital,  he  returned  to  his  native  soil,  to  take 
possession  of  the  property  which  came  to  him 
by  the  death  of  his  father,  and  elder  brother, 
who  left  very  little  of  the  family  estate  to  be 
inherited  by  him,  except  a  number  of  negro 
slaves,  whom,  to  his  eternal  honour  be  it  pro- 
nounced, he  immediately  emancipated. 

At  TortoJa  he  settled  as  a  medical  practition- 
er, and  by  his  attention  soon  obtained  an  excel- 
lent practice,  that  tempted  him  to  visit  the  cele- 
brated schools  at  Paris,  Edinburgh,  and  Leyden. 
at  the  last  of  which  universities,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1769,  he  took  his  degree  of  M.  D.  His 
Thesis  was  entitled,  "Observations  ad  Vires 
These  Pertinentes,"  and  was  ascribed  to  Dr  John 
Fothergill,  Mr.  Samuel  Fothergill,  and  Dr.  Abra- 
ham SutclifF. 

After  this  circuit  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he 
returned  to  London,  and,  under  the  protection  of 
Dr.  Fothergill,  commenced  practice  : — this  was 
in  1769,  when  he  was  admitted  a  licentiate  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  at  the  head  of 
the  list  of  which  his  name  lately  appeared.  In 
1770,  he  was  elected  a  fellow  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  and  in  the  following  year  a  fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society.  He  also  became  a  fellow 
of  the  Linnsean  Society. 

Among  the  charitable  institutions  originated 
by  Dr.  Lettsorn,  or  to  which  he  belonged,  may 
be  enu-nerated  the  Genera!,  the  Finsbury,  and 
Surry  Dispensaries,  and  the  General  Sea-Bathing 
Infirmary  near  Margate.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  Philanthropic  Society,  St. 
George's  Fields,  and  to  the  Society  for  the  Dis- 
charge and  Relief  of  Persons  imprisoned  for 
Small  Debts,  to  the  Asylum  for  the  Support  and 
Education  of  the  Indigent  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and 
to  the  Institution  for  the  Relief  and  Employment 
of  the  Indigent  Blind,  as  well  as  to  several  other 
charitable  institutions,  he  was  a  great  contribu- 
tor. He  was  one  of  the  celebrated  thirty-two 
who  associated  with  the. late  Dr.  Hawes,  and 
Dr.  Cogan,  to  support  the  Royal  Humane  Socie- 
ty for  the  Recovery  of  the  apparently  Drowned 
or  Dead. 

Dr.  Letteom's  works  of  a  professional  and  phi- 
lanthropic nature  are  very  numerous.  1.  Re- 
flections on  the  general  Treatment  and  Cure  of 
Fevers;  8vo.  1772.  2.  The  Natural  History  of 
the  Tea  Tree,  with  Observations  on  the  Medi- 
cal Qualities  of  Tea,  and  Effects  of  Tea  Drink- 
ing, 4to.  1772.  3.  Medical  Memoirs  of  the  Gen- 
eral Dispensary  in  London,  8vo.  1774.  4.  Im- 
provement of  Medicine  in  London,  on  the  basis 
of  Public  Good,  8vo.  1775.  5.  History  of  the 
Origin  of  Medicine,  and  of  the  state  of  Physic 
prior  to  the  Trojan  War ;  an  oration  delivered 
before  the  Medical  Society,  London,  4to.  1778. 
G.  Hints  designed  to  promote  Beneficence,  Tem- 


perance, and  Medical  Science,  3  vols.  8vo.  7. 
An  Edition  of  the  Works  of  J.  Fothergill,  M.D. 
in  S  vols.  8vo.  8.  A  Life  of  Dr.  J.  Fothergill, 
8vo.  9.  The  Naturalist's  and  Traveller's  Com- 
panion, 8vo. 

As  a  proof  of  the  respect  entertained  of  his 
various  literary  labours,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
he  belonged  to  no  less  than  sixteen  universities. 
Besides  the  titles  already  enumerated,  he  was  a 
fellow  of  the  Horticultural  Society,  a  fellow  of 
the  Medical  Society,  physician-extraordinary  of 
the  City  of  London  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  of  the 
General  and  Finsbury  Dispensaries,  a  doctor  of 
laws,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts;  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Philosophical  Societies  of  Philadel- 
phia, Manchester,  and  Preston ;  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Society,  Bath  ;  and  of  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, Montpelier.  Of  the  Medical  Society  he 
was  for  several  years  president.  He  was  a  vice- 
president  of  a  great  number  of  charitable  insti- 
tutions. He  died  of  a  fever.  Nov.  1,  1815,  aged 
71. 

Notwithstanding  the  high  character  given  Dr.  Lett- 
sorn by  the  author  of  this  memoir,  Mr.  Pettigrew,  we 
have  been  assured  by  a  gentleman  of  this  city, who  was 
personally  acquainted  with  the  doctor,  that  he  was  not 
only  eccentric,  but  possessed  of  uncommon  vanity.  It 
was  his  custom  to  preside  in  a  medical  society  of  which 
he  was  president,  with  a  cocked  hat  on.  An  engrav- 
ing was  executed  as  a  frontispiece  to  a  description  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  London,  instituted  1773,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  done  at  his  desire,  in  which  Dr. 
Lettsorn  was  advantageously  seen  in  the  presidential 
chair,  with  a  venerable  three-cornered  beaver.  Soon 
after  he  commenced  practice  in  London,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  in  a  very  obscure  part  of  the  metropolis,  a 
sailor,  who  had  been  his  patient,  unable  to  pay  the 
bill,  made  him  a  present  of  an  Angola  goat.  The  ani- 
mal being  a  curiosity,  likely  to  attract  attention,  he 
purchased  a  brass  collar  for  it,  on  which  was  engraved, 
"  John  C.  Lettsorn,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Maiden-Lane," 
and  a  boy  was  employed  to  lead  the  goat  on  'Change 
every  day  at  those  hours  when  people  were  generally 
assembled.  The  novelty  of  the  sig-ht  had  the  desired 
effect ;  every  one  who  examined  the  goat,  read  the  in- 
scription ;  hence  his  name  as  well  as  residence  became 
familiar  to  the  multitude,  and  unquestionably  redound- 
ed to  his  profit. 

Gentlemen  who  have  examined  his  library,  observe 
they  never  saw  any  books  with  small  numbers  on  the 
back  ;  No.  6000,  &c.  was  calculated  to  convey  an  idea 
there  was  an  immense  collection  in  some  other  apart- 
ment. Several  volumes,  formerly  belonging  to  him, 
were  sold  at  auction  in  Eoston  the  past  winter,  on 
which  the  numerical  order  was  remarkable.  A  physi- 
cian of  Massachusetts,  who  was  in  London  in  1813, 
was  invited  to  accompany  him  on  a  visit  to  a  patient ; 
on  entering  the  carriage,  he  observed  nearly  as  many 
books  as  would  fill  a  bushel  basket,  scattered  promis- 
cuously about  the  seats  and  floor.  He  has  no  doubt  it 
was  merely  a  plan  contrived  by  the  doctor  to  impress 
on  the  mind  of  a  stranger  that  he  was  uncommonly  de- 
voted to  study  !  He  obtained  considerable  property  by 
marriage,  but  gave  it  away  in  such  profusion,  that  it 
was  no  uncommon  circumstance,  towards  the  close  of 
life,  to  have  his  house  visited  by  bailiffs.  He  request- 
ed a  person  of  our  acquaintance  to  make  him  a  call  at 
a  certain  hour ;  however,  before  the  time  arrived,  the 
"•entleman  received  counter  orders,  as  the  apartments 
were  unexpectedly  taken  possession  of  by  an  officer. } 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Boston  Medical  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  on 
Monday,  the  third  day  of  May  next,  at  half  past  one 
o'clock,  P.  M.  where  the  members  will  dine  together. 


At  an  extra  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved,  as  a  mark  of  consideration 
of  the  virtues,  talents,  and  professional  services  of  the 
late  Dr.  William  Moore,  that  the  trustees  and  profes- 
sors of  that  School  of  Medicine,  wear  the  usual  badge 
of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 


The  premium  of  a  gold  medal,  offered  by  the  faculty 
of  the  University  of  Maryland,  to  the  medical  gradu- 
ates of  the  Institution,  for  the  best  essay  on  some  medi- 
cal subject,  was  presented  to  Dr.  Edward  Sparks,  of 
Annapolis.  The  subject  of  the  thesis  was  Cholera  In- 
fantum. 


All  the  cells  in  the  Lunatic  Hospital,  in  the  city  of 
Williamsburg,  Virg.  are  occupied — and  no  patients  of 
either  3ex  will  be  admitted  till  there  is  a  vacancy  in 
some  of  the  apartments,  of  which  public  notice  will  be 
given. 

In  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for 
January,  1824,  there  is  a  plate,  with  a  short  descrip- 
tion of  a  new  Speculum  Vagina?  aut  Ani,  invented  by 
Mr.  Weiss,  of  London.  It  is  recommended  by  W.  W. 
Sleigh,  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  lec- 
turer on  Anatomy,  &c.  as  being  exceedingly  useful. 

Dr.  Ballingall,  professor  of  Military  Surgery  in  ths 
University  of  Edinburgh,  has  in  his  possession  a  Surgi- 
cal Saddle,  lately  invented  by  Mr.  Weiss,  for  army  Sur- 
geons. An  aneurismal  needle  is  also  mentioned,  man- 
ufactured by  the  same  gentleman,  which  is  well  spok- 
en of. 

New  editions  of  the  following  medical  works  have 
just  been  published  in  Philadelphia  ;  viz.  The  Elements 
of  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica,  by  N.  Chapmany 
M.  D.  3d  edition.  Coxe's  American  Dispensatory,  5th 
edition,  greatly  improved.  Essays  on  various  subjects 
connected  with  Midwifery,  by  W.  P.  Dewees,  M.  D. 
A  short  Treatise  on  Operative  Surgery,  by  C.  AverilJ, 
with  additions,  by  John  Bell,  M.  D.  Paris'  Pharraaco- 
logia,  with  additions,  &c.  by  A.  W.  Ives,  M.  D.  2d  ed. 


The  important  operation  of  taking  up  the  Carotid 
Artery,  was  performed  on  Wednesday  last,  at  the  Bos- 
ton Alms-house,  by  the  surgeon  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  upon  a  man  who  attempted  to  com- 
mit suicide,  by  cutting  his  own  throat. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON. 

Ending  April  24th,    from  the  Health-Office  Returns. 

April  15. — Simon  Gardner,  34.  17. — John  Hayden, 
34  ;  William  Murphy  ;    Elizabeth  Davis  ;    Sally  Reed  ; 

Mary   Clark  ;    Nicholas    Springate  ;    Rawson  ; 

Elizabeth  Hazle ;  Ro_>al  Duff;  Calvin  W.  Phillips. 
19. — Mary  A.  Ellingwood,  3.  20. — Samuel  Boyden, 
40  ;  Alfred  Williams,  3  mo.  21.— Edward  Sennett,  26; 
Milla  Draper,  67  ;  William  Ward,  jr.  10  mo.  22.— 
Abigail  Millet,  36  ;  Edward  Blake,  81.  23.— Martha 
H.  Worthington,  9  ;  Betsy -Roby,  23  ;  Nicholas  Owens  ; 
Hubbard  Benson.  24. — Child  of  Dominique  Rice,  3 
weeks. 

Brain-Fever,  1 — Consumption,  1 — Hooping-Cough, 
1 — Drowned,  1 — Intemperance,  1 — Fits,  1 — Rheuma- 
tic, 1 — Infantile,  1 — Stoppage  in  the  Stomach,  1 — Lung 
Fever,  1 — Pleurisy,  1 — Dropsy,  1. 
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INTEMPERANCE. 
(Continued  from  page  198.) 
We  ought  not  to  dismiss  the  Rubject  of  the  pre- 
sent essay  without  remarking,  lhat  the.  best  way 
of  attempting  to  conquer  in  another  the  vice  oi 
intemperance,  especially  when  it  has  been  in- 
duced, as  is  very  frequently  the  case,  by  some 
permanent  or  weighty  cause  of  sorrow,  is  to  pic- 
ture to  the  mind  of  the  patient  the  agreeable 
change  in  his  situation,  which  would  be  likely 
to  arise  from  an  alteration  in  his  mode  of  life, 
rather  than  to  present  to  him  those  deeper 
shades  of  misery  which  must  successively  ensue 
from  the  continuance  of  his  ignominious  servi- 
tude, and  habits  of  fatal,  although  joyless  indul- 
gence. The  latter,  though  the  more  common 
mode  of  endeavouring  to  effect  the  reformation  of 
an  inebriate,  is  in  general  calculated  only  to  con- 
linn  and  aggravate  the  evil,  by  sinking  his  spir- 
its still  lower,  and,  in  some  instances,  perhaps 
converting  the  languor  of  dejection  into  the  men- 
tal palsy  of  despair.  Nothing  acts  as  so  power- 
ful a  sedative  upon  virtuous  efforts  as  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  loss  of  reputation;  and  no  cir- 
cumstance is  so  directly  calculated  to  rob  a  man 
of  his  good  name,  as  a  habit  of  intemperance. 
It  is  a  condition  scarcely  distinguishable  from 
despair,  which  can  alone  account  for  the  obsti- 
nacy with  which  many  an  intemperate  person 
deliberately  pursues  his  disastrous  course.  .Bent 
almost  to  the  earth  under  the  burthen  of  his  re- 
grets, he  is  unable  to  look  up  so  as  to  contem- 
plate the  brighter  prospect  which  may  at  length 
open  upon  his  path.  In  his  mind,  the  heavy 
foot  of  calamity  has  trampled  out  every  spark  of 
hope.  He  feels  as  if  he  could  scarcely  be  in  a 
more  wretched,  or  is  ever  likely  to  be  in  a  bet- 
ter condition.  The  exaggerated  dimensions  of 
his  present  misery  so  completely  fill  his  eye,  as 
to  prevent  him  from  seeing  any  thing  beyond  it. 
He  is  habitually  in  a  state  of  agitation,  or  des- 
pondency, similar  to  that  in  which  suicide  is  com- 
mitted. His  is  only  a  more  dilatory  and  dastard- 
ly mode  of  self-destruction.  He  may  be  com- 
pared to  a  person  who  in  attempting  to  cut  his 
throat,  from  a  want  of  sufficient  courage  or  de- 
cision, lacerates  it  for  some  time,  before  he  ac- 
complishes his  purpose.  The  intemperate  man 
instead  of  forgetting  himself,  as  he  is  said  to  do, 
is  in  general  the  most  selfish  of  mortals  ;  but  sym- 
pathy, when  not  altogether  eradicated  by  this 
destructive  habit,  will  often  give  a  chance  of 
rescue  from  its  dominion.  I  have  known  a  man 
who,  a  long  continued  course  of  excess  not  hav- 
ing rendered  him  callous  to  conju-ral  tenderness, 
was  thus  enabled  at  once  to  break  the  spell. — 
The  wretchedness  to  which  he  might  otherwise 
have  submitted  as  his  inevitable  doom,  he  could 
no  longer  bear  to  see  reflected  on  the  counte- 
nance of  bis  dearest  friend.  The  apparently  in- 
separable community  of  their  fate  produced  an 
alteration  in  his  conduct,  which  would  not  in  all 
probability  have  been  effected  by  the  prospect 
of  his  individual  and  insulated  ruin. 

THE  USE  OP  OPIUM. 

Inebriety  is  not  properly  confined  to    the    use 
of  fermented  liquors.     The  tipplers  of  laudanum 


are  sots,  although  of  auotiier  sort.  There  is 
something  peculiarly  plausible  and  seducing  in 
this  mode  of  fascinating  the  sensations.  Opium 
does  not  in  general,  a5  wine  is  apt  to  do,  rai*e  a 
tumult  of  the  feelings,  or  involve  the  intellect  in 
clouds;  but  acts  more  like  o;l  poured  upon  a  tu- 
multuous sea,  which  tends  to  allay  the  agitation 
of  the  billows,  and  induces  an  agreeable  stillness 
and  tranquillity.  Instead  of  lowering  man  to  a 
level  with  the  beasts,  it  often  invests  him,  for  a 
time,  with  the  consciousness,  and  at  least  fan- 
cied attributes  of  a  superior  being  ;  but  he  is  soon 
stripped  of  his  shadowy  and  evanescent  prerog- 
ative, and  is  made  to  suffer  all  the  horrors  and 
humiliation  of  a  fallen  angel.  The  expressions 
of  many  a  miserable  hypochondriac,  who  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  having  recourse  to  opium 
for  relief,  would  justify  this  representation  from 
the  charge  of  extravagance.  I  recollect  the 
forcible  expression  of  a  person  who,  in  speaking 
of  the  miserable  effect  which  the  use  of  opium 
had  produced  upon  his  feelings,  remarked  that 
it  excited  in  him  "  an  appetite  for  death." 

Grievous  as  is  the  depression  which  takes 
place,  as  the  second  effect  of  fermented  liquors, 
that  which  succeeds  to  the  excitement  produced 
by  laudanum  is  siill  more  intolerable.  It  is  of 
course  a  task  less  difficult  to  refrain  from  the 
former  than  the  latter,  when  the  latter  has  been 
far  many  years  regularly  applied  to  for  tempo- 
rary comfort  or  support,  in  a  desertion  or  pros- 
tration of  the  spirits.  The  late  Dr.  Heberden 
was  of  opinion  that  it  is  more  easy  to  relinquish 
opium  than  wine,  and  therefore,  in  cases  which 
may  seem  to  require  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  he  recommends  the  former  in  preference 
to  the  latter.  My  own,  comparatively  contract- 
ed experience  would  incline  me,  in  the  same 
circumstances,  to  give  different  advice. 

1  received  some  years  ago  an  anonymous  let- 
ter, which  I  afterwards  learnt  was  written  by  a 
veteran  hypochondriac,  who  had  practised  med- 
icine in  London  for  more  than  half  a  century. 
The  concluding  passages  in  it  convey  an  impres- 
sive lesson  with  regard  to  the  evil  arising  from 
an  habitual  use  of  opium.  "I  am  sensible  that 
in  this  tedious  and  extraordinary  letter  there  are 
twenty  faults,  but  if  you  will  excuse  me  for 
writing  it,  you  will  doubly  excuse  the  composi- 
tion, when  1  solemnly  and  truly  declare,  that  I 
was  not  during  the  writing  of  it  a  moment  free 
from  the  most  excruciating  torments  both  of  bo- 
dy  and  mind.  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  many 
labouring  under  dreadful  afflictions,  but  1  never 
can  believe  that  any  ever  endured  for  so  long-  a 
time  such  excruciating  agony.  Every  night  I 
expect  will  be  the  last.  May  no  man  suffer 
what  I  have  suffered  !  The  laudanum  has  kept 
me  alive  for  more  than  two  years,  but  it  has  lost 
its  charm.  I  never  would  recommend  any  man 
to  introduce  it  so  long  as  to  make  it  habitual,  for 
it  would  most  likely  make  him,  as  it  has  made 
me,  wretched  beyond  compare.1' 

I  have  known  ouly  one  case  in  which  an  in- 
veterate opium-taker  has  had  resolution  enough- 
to  dispel  the  charm  which  had  long  bound  him 
to  its  use.     This  patient  was  in   the   custom   of 
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employing  it  in  that  concentrated  form  of  the 
drug,  which  has  received  the  appellation  of  the 
black  drop.  The  dreadful  sensations  which  he 
experienced  for  a  considerable  period,  after  hav- 
ing refrained  from  his  wonted  cordial,  he  was 
uuable  to  express  any  more  than  the  gratitude 
which  he  felt  towards  his  physician,  for  having 
strenuously  and  repeatedly,  and  at  length  suc- 
cessfully, urged  him  to  an  abstinence  from  so  de- 
lusive and  bewitching  a  poison. 

The  use  of  opium,  which  is  often  begun  with 
a  view  to  relieve  bodily  pain,  is  apt  to  be  after- 
wards recurred  to  whenever  it  is  necessary  to 
compose  irritability,  to  animate  languor,  or  to 
elevate  depression. 

When  opium  is  employed  as  a  remedy  in  cases 
of  merely  physical  disease,  it  may  not  be  liable 
to  the  same  objection.  When  used  however  for 
a  length  of  time  without  any  considerable  inter 
val,  its  bad  effects  upon  the  constitution  will  be 
found  to  accumulate,  whilst  its  alleviating  influ- 
ence over  troublesome  and  painful  symptoms 
becomes  almost  every  day  less  observable. 

It  would  be  well  if  a  drug  which  is  so  liable 
to  become  a  part  of  the  daily  regimen  of  an  hy- 
pochondriacal invalid,  and  which  often  renders 
him  incurably  such,  were  never  used  in  any  form 
or  quantity,  except  under  the  especial  sanction 
of  professional  authority;  and  it  may  at  least  be 
doubted,  whether  even  the  sanction  of  profes- 
sional authority  be  not  in  general  too  carelessly 
and  too  lightly  lent  to  the  employment  of  a  me- 
dicine, the  application  of  whose  extraordinary" 
powers  ought  to  be  reserved  for  occasions  of 
proportionate  emergency. 


ANALYSIS  OF  SOME  EXPERIMENTS, 

performed  by  a  Committee  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  New- York,  consisting  of  Dr.  A.  H. 
Stevens,  Professors  Mott  and  M'Nf.vin,  on  the  bo- 
dy of  John  Johnson,  who  was  hung  April  2d,  for  the 
murder  of  James  Murray. 

By  a  Physician  who  was  present. 
The  deceased  was  a  stout,  athletic  man,  about 
45  years  of  age.  He  was  suffered  to  drop  about 
four  feet ;  was  suspended  about  45  minutes,  and 
remained  in  his  coffin,  with  a  muslin  dress  over 
his  ordinary  wearing  apparel,  for  half»an  hour. 
Afterwards  he  lay  ]  5  minutes,  between  buffalo 
skins,  making  in  ail,  one  hour  and  a  half  between 
his  execution  and  his  arrival  at  the  College. 

The  temperature  of  the  air  at  the  time  was 
about  60  deg.  Farcnheit.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  experiments,  the  extremities  were 
three  or  four  degrees  below  the  natural  stand- 
ard ;  the  body  not  at  all  so.  The  muscles  were 
perfectly  flexible.  The  neck  was  not  dislocated. 
The  face  and  neck  above  the  marks  of  the  cord 
were  livid.  The  expression  of  the  face  in  other 
respects  natural. 

The  galvanic  battery  consisted  of  the  plates 
of  Professor  Griscom,  Dr.  Smyth  Rogers,  and 
Dr.  Greenhow,  added  to  those  of  Professor  M' 
Nevin,  in  all  328  pairs,  of  4  inches  square,  set 
inaction  by. dilute  nitric,  and  sulphuric  acids; 
the  poles  being  provided  with  leaden  wires,  arm- 
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ed  with  platina  wires  at    their   extremities.     As 
soon  as  the  body  was  stripped,  the  surgeon 

Exp.  1.  Made  incisions  under  the  tendo  acbil- 
lis  of  either  side  ;  armed  the  tendons  with  tin 
foil,  and  connected  them  with  copper  wires,  to 
which  the  wire  of  the  negative  poie  of  the  bat- 
tery was  applied  ;  the  positive  pole  attached  to 
a  ball,  being  introduced  into  the  mouth.  The 
jaws  were  instantly  closed,  and  convulsive  move- 
ments of  the  whole  body  immediately  followed. 
They  were  not  like  the  shakings  of  an  ague,  nor 
the  tremblings  of  fear,  but  rather  like  a  succes- 
sion of  startings  from  surprise  ;  the  sight  made 
the  spectators  shudder. 

2.  By  an  incision  behind  the  sterno-cleido-mas- 
toideus*  muscle,  Dr.  Stevens  now  laid  bare  the 
phrenic  nerve  of  the  left  side,  as  it  passes  over 
the  scalenus  muscle,  and  introduced  a  blunt  probe 
wider  it,  while  Dr.  Mott  made  an  opening  in  the 
chest,  under  the  cartilage  of  the  7th  rib,  with  a 
view  to  push  a  metallic  plate  against  some  of 
the  branches  of  the  phrenic  nerve  going  to  the 
diaphragm.  Some  slight  respiratory  movements 
followed  ;  but  b}'  no  means  so  marked  as  those 
described  by  Dr.  Ure.  The  result  which  fol- 
lowed another  experiment,  amply  compensated 
for  this  partial  success. 

3.  One  of  the  supra  orbitary,  and  one  of  the 
infra  orbitary  nerves  were  now  exposed,  armed 
and  connected  with  the  positive  pole,  while  the 
negative  pole  communicated  with  the  wire,  con- 
necting the  tendons  at  the  heel,  as  in  experi- 
ment 1.  The  countenance  was  at  first  consider- 
ably distorted  ;  it  afterwards  assumed  a  more  na- 
tural piay  of  expression,  varying  at  each  succes- 
sive application  of  galvanic  influence.  The  mo- 
tions of  the  lips  reminded  several  of  the  specta- 
tors of  their  expression  during  life.  In  this  ex- 
periment, the  wire  connected  with  the  negative 
pole  lay  on  the  right  arm,  near  the  insertion  of 
the  deltoid  muscle,  and  caused  considerable  mo- 
tion in  the  fore  arm  and  fingets. 

4.  Communication  being  established  between 
the  brachial  plexus  and  the  radial  nerves  at  the 
wrist,  and  between  the  former  and  the  ulnar 
nerves,  the  arm  was  contracted  by  a  sudden  spas- 
modic action,  and  the  hand  grasped  firmly  the 
hand  of  a  person  who  held  it :  by  changing  the 
position  of  the  arm,  it  was  thrown  across  the  ta- 
ble in  different  directions. 

5.  The  two  radial  nerves  at  the  wrist  being 
connected,  the  one  with  the  positive,  the  other 
with  the  negative  pole,  both  arms  and  hands 
were  contracted,  and  the  deltoid  and  pectorahs 
major  were  much  swollen. 

6.  In  this  experiment  the  positive  pole  was 
applied  to  the  spinal  marrow  by  means  of  a  me- 
tallic instrument,  plunged  in  between  the  cervi- 
cal vertebra;  the  negative  to  the  heels  as  in  ex- 
periment 1st.  The  results  produced  by  this  ar- 
rangement were  not  so  striking  as  those  describ- 
ed m  experiment  1st.  Had  this  experiment  been 
made  at  an  earlier  period,  while  the  sensibility 
was  undimin'shed,  the  effects  would  probably 
have  been  more  marked. 

7.  The  anterior  and  crural  nerves  being  now 
laid  bare,  as  they  came  out  from  beneath  Pou- 
part's  ligament,  were  touched  wilh  the  positive 
pole,  the  negative  being  applied  as  in  experi- 
ment 1st.      i'he  leg's  were    thrown    into 


agitations,  and  when  previously  flexed  were  vi- 
olently and  suddenly  extended,  performing  the 
operation  of  kicking. 

[At  the  suggestion  of  Professor  Griscom,  the 
course  of  experiments  prepared  by  the  commit- 
tee was  varied,  and  the  wire  of  one  pole  appli- 
ed to  the  spinal  as  in  experiment  6th,  and  the 
other  to  a  catheter  introduced  into  the  urethra. 
No  particular  effect  was  observed.] 

8.  In  this  experiment  the  positive  pole  was 
applied  to  the  great  sympathetic  nerve  and  the 
parvagum  in  the  neck,  and  the  negative  was 
brought  into  contact  with  the  branches  of  those 
nerves  going  to  the  heart.  The  right  auricle 
contracted  distinctly,  and  slight  tremulous  mo- 
tions were  observed  in  the  ventricles  produced 
by  partial  contractions  of  their  muscular  fibres.f 

9.  The  thorax  being  now  open,  and  the  heart 
exposed  to  view,  experiment  5th  was  repeated, 
(connecting  the  radial  nerves)  and  the  results 
of  experiment  8th  were  observed,  but  much  more 
distinctly  :    the  contractions  of  the  right  auricle 


chest.  We  see,  however,  that  in  those  cases 
where  the  primary  object  is  to  excite  the  heart 
to  action,  this  single  experiment  may  be  of  im- 
mense benefit,  though  for  most  practical  pur- 
poses it  would  be  necessary  to  produce  simulta- 
taneous  artificial  inflation  of  the  lungs,  as  con- 
gestion in  these  organs  would  prevent  the  suc- 
cessful action  of  the  heart. 

The  contraction  of  the  heart  would  also  prob- 
ably ensue,  from  moistening  the  parts  with  a  so- 
lution of  common  salt,  and  pressing  the  end  of 
the  conductors  against  the  ulnar  nerves  in  their 
course  over  the  elbow,  or  the  radial  nerves  at 
the  wrist,  and  thus  the  heart  might  be  made 
again  to  beat,  and  the  whole  machinery  of  the 
body  set  in  motion,  when  restoration  would  be 
perfectly  out  of  the  reach  of  ordinary  means. 

REMARKABLE  CASE  OF  ASCITES. 
By  Charles  S.  Gay,  Esq.  Surg.   Shefford,  Eng.  1816. 
Never  having  met  with   a    case    recorded   in 


were  very  evident  to  all  who  stood  near.     Sim-jwnjch    the    fluid  extracted,  at   different   times, 
ilar  results  were  obtained  by  applying   the  pole  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  in  a  living  sub- 


legs  were    tnrown    into    strong 

phrenic  nerve  is  much  more  accessible  in  this 
wav,  than  on  the  inside  of  the  muscle,  as  proposed  by 
L»r.  Ure. 


i'hf 


to  the  ulnar  nerves  in  place  of  the  radial 

10.  Communications  between  the  paravagum 
in  the  neck  and  the  left  phrenic  that  runs  on 
the  .  pericardium,  partial  contractions  of  the 
heart  were  observed,  but  much  less  distinct  than 
in  the  two  preceding  experiments. 

In  varying  several  of  the  last  experiments,  by 
connecting-  the  positive  poles  with  the  nerves, 
and  passing  the  negative  over  the  last  50  plates 
of  the  battery,  the  results  seemed  to  be  much 
mere  striking,  particularly  when  we  consider 
that  the  organic  sensibility  had  by  this  time  been 
much  exhausted.f 

The  lacteals  were  observed,  upon  inspecting 
the  intestines,  to  be  beautifully  injected,  and 
part  of  the  intestines  with  their  mesentery  were 
detached  and  passed  round  the  room,  so  that 
many  saw  that  which  we- rarely  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing,  the  lacteals  of  a  human  sub- 
ject distended  with  chyle. § 

This  account  of  these  experiments  details 
merely  my  personal  observations  ;  as  far  as  it 
goes,  it  is  correct,  though  I  may  not  have  ar- 
ranged them  all  in  the  order  in  which  they  took 
place.  1  regret  very  much  that  I  was  prevent- 
ed from  taking  a  more  accurate  and  minute  ac- 
count of  their  different  results,  by  the  number  of 
persons  that  crowded  round  the  table,  prompted 
by  a  similar  curiosity  and  excitement,  as  well  as 
by  some  confusion  that  was  necessarily  produc- 
ed by  the  desire  of  trying  as  many  different  ex- 
periments as  possible,  before  it  should  be  too 
late  to  perform  them  with  success. 

The  result  of  some  of  these  experiments,  par- 
ticularly the  10th,  will  afford  an  interesting  and 
useful  subject  of  speculation  to   the    pathologist 
Dr.  Ure  conceives  that  no  advantage  i9  to  be  de- 
rived from  passing  electrive  charges  across  the 


t  The  right  auricle  was  found  distended  wiih  blood  ; 
(he  right  ventricle  comparatively  flaccid ;  supposing 
that  the  valves  which  prevented  the  return  of  the  blood 
into  the  former  might  not  be  competent  to  their  func- 
tions from  the  emptiness  of  the  ventricle,  Dr.  Stevens 
pressed  wilh  his  hand  the  blood  from  this  auricle  ;  it 
was  after  this  that  the  ventricle  was  supposed  to  con- 
tract, but  I  could  not  satisfy  myself  of  the  fact. 

£  The  experiments  occupied  from  an  hour  to  an  hour 
and  a  half. 

f>  This  agrees  with  the  report  of  his  having  made  a 
hearty  breakfast  a  few  hours  before  his  execution. 


ject,  averaged  so  prodigious  a  quantity  as  in  the 
following  ascitical  patient,  I  have  been  induced 
to  publish  it. 

Elizabeth    Gee,  of  Silsoe,  get  45,  married  14 
years,  experienced  two  abortions  during  the  con- 
jugal state,  but  never  went  to  the  full    period  of 
uterine  gestation,  having  laboured   under  asciti- 
tal   symptoms    for    nearly  eight  years,  and    the 
usual  hydragogue  and  diuretic  remedies    having 
been  repeatedly  administered  under  various  em- 
inent professional  gentlemen,  without   the    least 
benefit,    but  still  gradually  increasing  in  her  en- 
ormous dimensions,  and  extreme  sufferings  ;  she 
was  finally  prevailed  upon  to  submit  to  the  ope- 
ration of  paracentesis  abdominis,  which    1    per-' 
formed  on  her  on  Saturday  the  29th  day  of  May, 
1813.     From  the  surprising  distension  of  the  ab- 
dominal parietes,  very  little  impediment  was  ex- 
perienced to  the  introduction  of  the   triangular- 
pointed  trocar,  nor  was  there  any  expressions  of 
pain  from  the  patient.     The   spot  chosen  for  its 
insertion  was  about  centrical,  between   the    um- 
bilicus and  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process 
of  the  left  ilium.     The  whole    fluid    ran    freely 
off  in  about  thirty  minutes;    slight  interruptions, 
however,  were  occasionally  and  purposely  given 
by  the  finger  placed  over  the  mouth  of  the  can- 
ula,  to  guard  against  the  probable  occurrence  of 
syncope,  by  a  too    hasty    discharge ;    which,  by 
the  assistance  of  cordials  also,  and  a  constant  uni- 
form and  powerful  compression    by  appropriate 
bandages  over  the  abdomen,  was  prevented;  and 
she  was  carried  to    bed  amazingly  relieved    and 
cheerful.      The  fluid    was    received    into    four 
large  wooden  pails  and  an  earthen  pan    of  simi- 
lar dimensions,  and,  upon  being  carefully  meas- 
ured, amounted  to  fifty-two  standard  beer  quaftiy 
one  pint,  of  a  semi-transparent  greenish  appear- 
ance, inodorous,  and  of  a  slightly-gelatinous  con- 
sistence, weighing  120  pounds  avoirdupois.     On 
the  Tuesday  following,  she  walked  down  stairs, 
and  from    that    period    progressively  recovered 
her  strength,  and  was,  about  the  20! h    of  June, 
in     better     health     and    spirits    than    she    had 
experienced  for  several   preceding    years,  being 
capable    of  walking  a  mile  or    two  without    any 
incor.ven'ence. 

The  fluid  having  again    accumulated  so  as  to 
render  her  situation  insupportable,  she   became 
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very  desirous  again  for  the  operation,  which  she 
submitted  to,  Feb.  28,  1814;  when  there  were 
drawn  off  forty-nine  beer  quarts,  one  pint,  of  fluid 
of  a  similar  colour  and  consistence. 

April   12th,  1815,    she    measured    round    the 
body,  over  the  umbilicus,  (which   was   enlarged 


never  advisable  for  the  sick  or  the  constitution- 
ally weakly  to  attempt  new  habits,  nor  relin- 
quish old  ones  too  suddenly.  Paul  Jovius  says 
the  physician  of  Pope  Clement  VII,  Curtius,  was 
blamed  for  the  death  of  his  Holiness,  because  he 
advised  him,  when  advanced  in  years,  although 


to  the    size    of  a  pigeon's  egg,)  sixty-one  inches,  a  well  man,  to  adopt  a  more  regular  way  of  liv- 


on  which  day  I  again  took    from  her  forty-three 
quarts. 

About  the  latter  end  of  March,  she  again  be- 
came, in  consequence  of  her  sufferings,  very  im- 
patient for  the  operation  ;  and,  April  6th,  1816, 
at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  1  again  extracted 
thirty-five  beer  quarts  of  fluid,  (standard  measure) 
in  the  presence  of  a  physician  and  surgeon,  &c. 
She  bore  the  operation  as  usual,  with  great  for- 
titude and  composure  ;  was  placed  in  bed  at  half 
past  four,  in  an  apparently  similar  state  to  what 
she  had  at  other  times  experienced  after  former 
operations  ;  talked  low,  but  rather  cheerful :  and 
at  eleven  o'clock  at  night  desired  the  attendants 
to  go  to  bed  :  a  change,  however,  soon  after- 
Tvards  took  place,  and  she  expired  about  twelve 
o'clock  the  same  night.  Not  Ihe  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  blood  was  discovered  during  or  suc- 
ceeding either  of  the  operations;  and  the  wounds 
healed  favourably. 


-  RECOVERY  FROM  THE  EFFECTS  OF  OPIUM. 

A  sailor,  during  the  last  war,  while  partial]}' 
intoxicated,  enlisted  onboard  a  government  ship, 
then  in  the  harbour;  but  when  the  effects  of  the 
liquor  were  over,  and  be  saw  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren weeping  at  his  indiscretion,  and  know.ng 
there  was  no  way  of  extricating  himself  honour- 
ably, he  resolved  on  suicide.  He  swallowed  an 
ounce  of  the  tincture  of  opium,  which  speedily 
produced  a  stupor,  that  led  his  family  to  suspect 
the  cause  of  it  immediately.  When  the  physi- 
cian arrived,  one  hour  afterwards,  the  man  ap- 
peared in  a  profound  slumber,  frothing  at  the 
mouth.  He  succeeded  in  opening  his  mouth, 
after  a  variety  of  trials,  and  fed  him  v.itb  vine- 
gar, to  the  amount  nf  a  quart:  respiration  be- 
came less  laborious,  followed  by  a  copious  pers- 
piration. His  body  was  sponged  frequently  with 
cold  vinegar  and  water.  One  hour  after  swal- 
lowing the  acid,  he  vomited  several  times  freely, 
continuing  to  sleep  during  the  operation.  The 
next  morning,  fourteen  hours  from  the  time  he 
took  the  opium,  he  arose  from  the  bed,  dressed 
himself,  the  watcher  having  fallen  asleep,  and 
fled  twenty  miles  into  the  country. 

A  wom^n,  a  few  weeks  since,  took  a  piece  <?f 
opitfrh,  which  she  said  "  was  half  as  large  as  her 
thimble."  The  same  physician  who  prescribed 
in  the  other  case,  bad  recourse  to  a  similar 
treatment  in  this,  with  equally  good  success.  He 
observes  that  by  urging  liquor  into  the  pharynx, 
the  ability  of  swallowing  is  recovered  in  a  few 
minutes.  He  has  repeatedly  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing the  patient  swallow  vinegar,  when  it  was 
impossible  to  introduce  an  emetic. 


EFFECTS  OF  HABIT. 
It  is  true,  that  those  habits  are  safest,  which 
have  been  acquired  through  the  management  of 
those  who  had  the  care  of  us  in  early  life.  Old 
people  cannot  well  succeed  in  establishing  new 
associations,  nor  leaving  established  habits.  One 
who  has  used  tobacco  a  long  time,  cannot  omit 
the  use  of  it  without  great  inconvenience.     It  is 


ing  than  he  had  been  accustomed  to,  which  soon 
brought  him  to  his  grave.  The  physician  of 
Pope  Julius  III  was  considered  to  have  hastened 
the  death  of  that  pontiff,  who  had  long  been 
troubled  with  the  gout,  by  persuading  him  to 
live  abstemiously,  Galen  strictly  forbids  such 
alterations  or  sudden  changes  in  mode  of  diet, 
and  relates  a  case  to  the  point.  ';  A  man,  whose 
name  was^Aristotle,  of  Mytilene,  had  never  drank 
cold  water,  but  after  a  while  he  was  taken  with 
a  disease  in  which  it  was  prescribed:  he  drank 
the  water,  but  died  immediately  of  spasms." — 
Paul  Zachias  advised  patients,  in  diseases  of  the 
lungs,  to  seek  their  native  air,  to  which  they 
were  accustomed,  even  if  it  were  of  a  worse 
quality  than  where  they  then  were. 

A  distiller  fell  into  a  vat  containing  hot  spirits, 
and  scaided  his  legs,  thighs  and  abdomen,  so  bad- 
ly, that  the  skin  immediately  turned  black.  His 
pulse  being  quick,  he  was  bled,  and  a  strict  diet 
recommended.  The  third  day  he  was  very  ill 
and  insensible.  His  wife  begged  to  give  him 
some  brandy,  a  liquor  which  he  had  been  used 
to  taking  in  large  quantities,  upon  which  he  soon 
revived  and  grew  better;  the  skin  suppurated,- 
and  he  finally  recovered.  After  he  was  pro- 
nounced well  by  the  physician,  the  wife  confess- 
ed that  she  had  given  him  a  pint  of  brandy  a 
day. 

Liban  informs  us  that  the  Ethiopians  eat  scor- 
pions, and  Mercurilis  assures  us  that  the  West- 
Indians  eat  toads:  in  Europe,  neither  of  the 
above  facts  are  without  a  parallel.  At  Padua 
and  Rome,  there  were  two  children  who  ate 
scorpions:  one,  a  girl,  took  pleasure  in  eating 
frogs,  lizards,  mice,  and  all  sorts  of  insects.  An- 
other ate  live  lizards,  and  caterpillars,  with  pep- 
per and  vinegar.  There  are  many  instances  of 
persons  who  ate  astonishing  numbers  of  spiders. 
Galen  relates  that  an  old  woman  gradually  ha- 
bituated herself  to  make  a  meal  of  hemlock,  the 
narcotic  that  put  a  period  to  the  life  of  Socrates, 
without  injury.  A  student  at  Halle  accustomed 
himself  to  taking  small  portions  of  arsenic  with 
his  food  ;  at  first,  it  occasioned  vomition,  but  ul- 
timately became  agreeable. 


ORIGIN  OF  MEDICINE. 
iE^culapius  is  tne   first  person  on  record  who 
collected    together  all  the  known  remedies  then 
in  use  :  he  founded  a  temple,  in  which  they  were 
suspended  for  the  use  of  the  diseased.     It  is  said 
that  he  particularized    the  virtues  of  each  plant, 
and  placed  a  label  under  them    for    the    use    of 
such  as  sought    relief  at  the  temple,  whbfa  was 
resorted  to  from  great  distances.     This  was  the 
commencement    of  the  healing  art  in  a  system- 
atic form.     In  the  first   year    of  the  eighteenth 
Olympiad,  Hippocrates  was  born,  who  effected  a 
wonderful  revolution  in  the    practice    of  medi- 
cine, and  reduced  it  to  a  science  ;    his  authority 
continued  to  be  regarded  more  than    two    thou- 
sand years,  with  implicit  veneration.     He  was  a 
man  of  pre-eminent  genius,  and  the  earliest  med- 
ical theorist,  of  any  merit,  whose  name  has  been 
transmitted   to   posterity.      As  a  physician,  he 


seems  to  have  been  more  of  a  speculative  ob- 
server, than  strictly  practicable.  A  distinguish- 
ed seat  of  medical  learning,  many  years  after 
the  death  of  Hippocrates,  was  established  at  Al- 
exandria, in  which  a  schism  arose,  dividing  the 
medical  world  into  two  rival  sects,  called  dogma- 
tists and  empirics. 

About  one  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of 
Christ,  Asclepiades,  who  was  a  native  of  Prus- 
sia, a  disciple  of  the  Alexandrian  school,  went  to 
Rome,  in  the  character  of  a  teacher  of  rhetoric, 
but  the  business  not  being  lucrative,  he  announc- 
ed himself  as  a  physician,  and  by  his  talents  and 
address,  established  a  great  reputation  in  a  very 
few  years.  To  him,  succeeded  Themiston,  his 
pupil,  a  native  of  Laidocea,  who  became  popular 
from  the  success  of  his  practice,  as  well  as  for 
the  exertions  he  made  for  simplifying  preceding 
theories,  which  had  become  too  much  bound  up 
in  abstruse  reasonings  for  use  or  comprehension. 


A  neatly  printed  pamphlet,  of  16  pages,  Gvo.  has 
been  published  in  this  city,  entitled,  "  Some  account 
of  the  Medical  School  in  Boston,  and  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,"  accompanied  with  two  beau- 
tiful engravings,  representing  a  front  view  of  ihe  Medi- 
cal College  in  Mason-St.  and  that  superb  edifice,  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital :  to  which  is  append- 
ed a  catalogue  of  medical  students  who  attended  the 
late  course  of  lectures  at  this  school.  From  page  4  is 
extracted  a  description  of  the  Medical  College,  which 
is  esteemed  the  most  convenient  building  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States. 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  College  is  situated 
in  Mason-Street,  near  the  Boston  Common  and 
Mall.  This  building  is  of  brick,  88  feet  in  length, 
and  43  in  breadth.  Its  figure  is  oblong,  with  a 
periment  in  front,  and  an  octagonal  centre  rising 
above  the  roof,  and  also  forming  a  three-sided 
projection  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  This  is 
surmounted  by  a  dome  with  a  skj'-light  and  bal- 
ustrade, giving  an  air  of  elegance  to  the  neat- 
ness and  fit  proportions  of  the  building. 

The  apartments  on  the  first  floor  are,  a  spa- 
cious medical  lecture  room,  of  a  square  form, 
with  ascending  semicircular  seats;  a  chytnical 
laboratory;  and  a  library  room.  In  the  second 
story  is  the  anatomical  theatre,  occupying  the 
central  part  of  the  building,  and  covered  with 
the  dome  and  sky-light,  with  semicircular  seats, 
which  are  entered  from  above  and  descend  to- 
ward the  centre.  A  large  and  small  dissecting 
room,  together  with  another  for  the  anatomical 
museum,  occupy  the  extremities  of  the  same  sto- 
ry. The  whole  building  is  heated  by  a  furnace 
in  the  cellar;  and  a  forcing  pump  and  cistern 
in  the  roof  supply  the  apartments  with  water. 

At  page  6,  commences  a  short  account  of  the   Hos- 
pital. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, "which 
is  justly  considered  the  finest  building  in  the 
State,  stands  at  the  westerly  part  of  the  city,  on 
an  enclosed  ground  of  four  acres,  adjoining 
Charles  River.  This  edifice  is  1G8  ft.  in  length, 
and  54  in  its  greatest  bread'h,  having  a  portico 
of  eight  Ionic  columns  in  front.  It  is  built  of 
white  Chelmsford  granite,  wrought  with  uncom- 
mon labour,  the  columns  and  their  capitals  being 
of  the  same  material.  In  the  centre  of  the  two 
principal  stories  are  the  rooms  appropriated  to 
the  superintendent,  the  apothecary,  and  other 
officers   of  the  institution.     Above  these  is  the 
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operating  theatre,  lighted  from  the  dome,  and 
fitted  up  with  semicircular  seats  for  spectators. 
Beneath  is  the  kitchen  with  its  various  appen- 
dages, the  bathing  room,  wash  room,  laundry, 
&c.  The  stair-cases  and  floorings  of  the -entries 
are  of  stone.  The  whole  house  is  supplied  with 
heat  by  air-flues  from  furnaces  in  the  cellar,  and 
With  water  by  pipes  and  a  forcing  pump.  Vari- 
ous modern  improvements  in  domestic  economy, 
conducive  to  cleanliness  and  comfort,  are  intro- 
duced, together  with  such  auxiliary  apparatus 
for  (he  sick  as  is  found  useful  in  the  management 
of  their  diseases.  The  wings  of  the  building,  in 
the  different  stories,  are  divided  into  wards  and 
sick  rooms,  which  are  fitted  up  in  the  neatest 
and  best  manner.  The  number  of  beds  contain- 
ed in  them  for  patients  is  at  present  about  one 
hundred.  No  insane  patients  are  admitted  to 
this  biulding,  these  being  provided  for  at  the  Lu- 
natic Asylum  at  Charlestown,  which  is  another 
branch  of  the  same  institution. 


The  month  of  April  has  beep,  quite  favoura- 
ble to  persons  labouring  under  chronic  diseases, 
notwithstanding  the  variableness  of  the  atmos- 
phere. Acute  inflammatory  affections,  peculiar 
to  the  vernal  season,  begin  to  be  more  frequent. 
The  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  the  past  month, 
was  only  91  ;  among  which  were  two  or  three 
by  intemperance,  eleven  by  phthisis,  four  by  in- 
fantile diseases,  and  several  by  fevers.  There 
appears  to  be  a  general  time  of  health  in  every 
section  of  the  country. 


The  biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  Lettsom,  published 
last  week,  seems  to  have  been  partially  incorrect,  but 
we  have  reason  to  believe  more  true  than  the  writer  of 
the  following  article  is  willing  to  admit.  Many  anec- 
dotes are  related  of  him,  from  the  best  authority,  full  as 
singular  as  any  that  were  connected  with  that  notice  ; 
however,to  convince  our  correspondent  that  we  only  de- 
sire to  relate  facts,  his  wish  for  the  privilege  of  refuting 
any  unjust  imputations  against  the  memory  of  his  friend, 
is  cheerfully  complied  with.  As  the  gentleman  ques- 
tions the  traveller's  acquaintance  with  the  English  me- 
tropolis, and  even  doubts  if  (here  is  such  a  place  as 
Maiden-Lane  in  the  capital,  we  refer  him  to  Wallis's 
map  of  the  city  of  London,  in  which  there  are  two 
streets  laid  down  bearing  this  'name  ;  one  between 
Wood-St.  and  Potter's-Lane,  and  the  other  opening 
into  Covent-G  arden  Market. 

"While  we  feel  greatly  obliged  to  him  for  the  addi- 
tional historical  notes  contained  in  Ihe  communication, 
-we  regret  they  are  accompanied  with  such  spirited  in- 
vective. As  a  great  portion  of  the  Intelligencer  was  in 
type  when  the  manuscript  came  to  hand,  it  has  neces- 
sarily been  inserted  in  small  letter  to  give  it  place. 

dr.  lettsom's   CHARACTER 


CLEARED  FROM  THE  ASPERSIONS  OF  A  WRITER  IN  THE 
MEDICAL    INTELLIGENCER  OF  THE  27TH  UI.T. 

I ,  read  in  your  last  number  an  imperfect  sketch 
of  Petiigrew's  Memoirs  and  Correspondence  of  the  late 
Dr.  Letlsom,  to  which  was  subjoined  some  anecdotes 
of  the  doctor  that  I  know  to  be  false,  and  therefore 
hasten  to  contradict  them.  1.  The  writer  says 
that  ti  it  was  the  custom  of  Dr.  Lettsom  to  preside 
in  the  Medical  Society  of  which  he  was  president  with 
a  cocked  hat  on  :"  and  that  "  an  engraving  was  exe- 
cuted in  1773,  supposed  to  have  been  done  at  his  de- 
sire, in  which  Dr.  L.  was  advantageously  seen  in  the 
presidential  chair  with  a  venerable  three-cornered  bea- 
ver.11 TJiis  is  not  true.  We  challenge  the  writer  to 
produce  evidence  of  an  engraving  where  that  eminent 
riiitn  is  thus  represented. 


The  writer  says  farther,  that  "  when  Dr.  Lettsom 
commenced  practice  in  London,  which  happened  to  be 
in  a  very  obscure  part  of  the  metropolis,"  &c.  This  is 
not  true.  Lettsom  never  resided  in  an  obscure  part  of 
that  vast  city.  His  first  residence  was  in  Grace-church 
Street,  the  great  avenue  from  London  bridge,  and  not 
many  yards  from  the  monument ;  the  very  street  in 
which  the  celebrated  Fotherg-ill  lived  before  he  re- 
moved  to  the  court  end  of  the  town,  and  where  the 
learned  and  skilful  Morton,  cotemporary*  with  Syden- 
ham, resided  160  3rears  hefore.  Dr.  Lettsom  then  re- 
moved to  Cannon  Street,  in  the  same  neighbourhood, 
where  all  his  children  were  born.  About  1800,  he  re- 
moved to  Sanbrook-house,  a  spacious  mansion  in  Ba- 
singhall  Street,  where  he  died. 

The  story  of  the  sailor  and  Angola  goat  is  equally 
false,  and  more  ridiculous.  Lettsom  never  lived  in 
Maiden-lane,  nor  any  other  lane  in  London;  nay,  far- 
ther, we  doubt  if  there  be  any  lane  under  that  name  in 
the  capital  of  England.  Lettsom  had  always  a  circle 
of  rich  and  influential  acquaintance,  too  extensive  to 
render  such  a  pitiful  expedient  needful.  This  anec- 
dote shews  how  little  the  story-teller  knows  of  the  roy- 
al exchange  of  London  !  A  bushel  basket  full  of  books 
in  a  physician's  chariot,  containing  besides,  two  per- 
sons, is  a  pretty  good  traveller's  story  ! 

That  his  house  was  often  visited  by  bailiffs,  is,  we 
believe,  a  mistake.  Dr.  Lettsom  was  never  poor,  and 
during  almost  all  his  life,  rich,  able  and  willing  to  give 
to  the  needy.  A  few  years  before  his  death,  he  was 
involved  in  pecuniary  difficulties  by  a  son  in  law,  by 
speculations  in  house  building,  by  imprudent  benefac- 
tions, and  by  the  great  expense  of  his  "  hobby^"1  his 
fine  villa  at  Camberwell ;  too  splendid  for  a  Quaker, 
and  much  too.  costly  for  any  physician  with  a  large 
family.  All  these  unfortunate  circumstances  compell- 
ed him,  when  approaching  70  years  of  age,  to  sell  that 
splendid  residence,  with  his  elegant  library  of  12,000 
volumes,  and  his  valuable  museum  of  natural  curiosi- 
ties. Until  this  gloomy  period,  no  bailiffs  visited  the 
hospitable  mansions  of  Lettsom.  They  were  oftener 
visited  by  the  poor,  and  by  the  embarrassed  literary 
man,  seeking  his  patroaage  and  bounty. 

That  Dr.  Lettsom  was  sometimes  blown  about  by 
gales  of  vanity,  is  conceded.  But  vanity  is  always 
honest,  and  is,  at  all  times,  better  than  hypocrisy.  All 
men  are  susceptible  of  flattery  ;  only  some  can  conceal 
it,  and  others  not.  Lettsom's  weaknesses  were  appa- 
rent to  his  best  friends,  but  they  were  too  amiable  to 
excile  anger  or  contempt.  He  knew  the  world,  and 
could  laugh  at  its  foibles  and  his  own.  Without  being 
a -man  of  genius,  he  was  a  man  of  capacity  :  and  was 
an  encouraging  instance  of  what  a  man  may  do  by  un- 
ceasing industry,  and  unremitting  perseverance.  He 
was  a  very  skilful  practitioner,  and  a  very  generous 
one,  but  his  generosity  was  sometimes  carried  to  osten- 
tation. He  gave  away  a  great  deal,  but  it  was  not  al- 
ways in  secret.  A  man  too  fond  of  praise,  is  liable  to 
.swerve  into  a  prodigality  of  benevolence.  But  there  is 
something  sacred  even  in  the  foibles  of  such  a  man 
when  he  can  no  longer  extend  the  hand  of  charity. 

Dr.  Lettsom's  original  error  was  the  occasion  of  his 
ultimate  eminence.  He  set  up  Fothergill  as  an  exam- 
ple to  follow  and  imitate,  without  sufficiently  consider- 
ing that  all  imitators  suffer  in  comparison  with  the  ori- 
ginal ;  and  that  he  who  follows  must  necessarily  go  be- 
hind. Fothergill  was  a  star  on  which  he  fixed  his 
eyes,  and  ran  after  all  his  life,  without  being  able  to 
come  near  him  in  the  great  traits  of  his  lofty  character. 
Fothergill  and  Lettsom  were  very  different  sorts  of  men. 
Fame  and  veneration  followed  the  grave  and  steady 
course  of  the  former,  without  his  appearing  to  know  it ; 
while  the  latter  was  too  anxious  to  seize  them,  though 
only  as  aerial  entities  :  and  the  consequence  has  been, 
that  when  Fothergill  died,  he  left  behind  a  glorious  and 
untainted  memory,  while  his  imitator,  though  allowed 
to  be  generally  meritorious,  had  some  traits  of  constitu- 
tional frivolity,  more  excusable,  perhaps,  in  a  native  of 
the  torrid  zone,  than  in  the  temperate  and  gloomy  at- 
mosphere of  Britain,*  which  induces  us  to  say  that 


"  If  to  his  share  some  human  frailties  fall, 
View  the  whole  man  and  you'll  forget  them,  all." 
I  fake  this  opportunity  of  recommending  to  every  med- 
ical man  who  wishes  to  see  the  history  and  anecdotes 
of  the  British  medical  world  for  the  last  half  century, 
Petiigrew's  memoirs  of  Dr.  Lettsom.  The  author  is  a 
man  of  character,  Surgeon  to  their  royal  Highnesses  the 
Dukes  of  Kent  and  Essex,  &c.  &c.  There  is  perhaps 
no  work  extant,  where  the  medical  student  may  ac- 
quire so  correct  a  knowledge  of  the  medical  world  of 
Old  England,  as  in  Petiigrew's  life  of  Lettsom,  and 
Lettsom's  life  of  Fothergill,  where  he  may  contemplate 
the  sun  and  moon  of  the  profession.  W. 

Cambridge.  ~v~-> 

PHILADELPHIA  ANATOMICAL  ROOMS. 

At  the  termination  of  the  session  of  1823 — 4,  the  an- 
nual award  of  honours  for  the  best  exercises  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  science  of  Anatomy  took  place,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  were  the  successful  competi- 
tors : — First  Honour  ;  the  best  practical  anatomist  * 
James  Webster,  jr.  of  Philadelphia  :  the  competitors  for 
the  first  honour,  are  examined  by  placing  before  them, 
a  subject,  and  calling  on  them  to  demonstrate  any  ar- 
tery, vein,  nerve,  muscle,  &c.  at  the  option  of  the  ex- 
aminers.  Second  Honour ;  the  best  examination  on 
General  Anatomy  ;  Philip  M.  Price,  of  Chester  Co.  Pa. 
Third  Honour  ,-  the  best  examination  on  the  Vascular 
System  ;  Thomas  W.  Meriwether,  of  Albemarle,  Va, 
Fourth  Honour  ;  the  best  examination  on  the  bones, 
muscles,  and  joints  ;  James  Cox,  of  Philadelphia. — 
Fifth  Honour  ;  the  best  Anatomical  Preparation  ;  Wil- 
liam B.  Fahnestock,  of  Lancaster,  Pa. 


*  "  I  was  born  within  less  than  12  degrees  of  the 
arctic  circle,  while  you  are  one  of  the  children  of  the 
Sun,  an  emanation,  a  very  sun-beam,  replete  with 
(ethereal fire,  light,  heat,  animation,  expansion,  velocity, 
with  all  the  other  attributes  and  powers  of  your  parent 
in  your  constitution." — Dr.  Cuming  to  Lettsom. 


Medical  Society. — At  the-  annual  meeting  of  the  New- 
Haven  County  Medical  Society,  held  on  Monday,  the 
19th  ult.  Dr.  J.  Foot  read  a  dissertation  on  "a  Com- 
parison between  the  doctrines  of  Cullen  and  the  ideas? 
of  some  modern  tyros  ;"  and  Dr.  C.  Hooker  read  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  "  Collinsonia  Canadensis."  Drs.  E. 
Ives  and  J.  L.  Griffing  are  appointed  to  read  disserta- 
tions at  the  next  semi-annual  meeting  ;  and  it  is  re- 
quested that  every  member  shall  make  some  communi- 
cation to  the  same  meeting.  Dr.  J.  Titswcrth  is  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  "  Sketch  of  the  Progress  of  Medi- 
cine," for  the  next  annual  meeting. 


Report  of  the  visiting  Physicians  of  ihe  Salem  Dis- 
pensary. —  During  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
year,  79  patients  have  been  attended  by  the  physicians. 
In  the  eastern  district,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  flolyoke, 
jr.  25.  Under  the  care  of  other  physicians,  8.  In  the 
western  district,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Choate,  35.  Un- 
der the  care  of  other  physicians,  11. 


The  Medical  Recorder  for  April,  No.  26,  edited  by 
Samuel  Calhoun,  M.  D.  was  not  received  till  last  even- 
ing, at  an  hour  too  late  for  making  extracts.  As  usual, 
it  contains  a  great  variety  of  valuable  matter.  The 
price  of  this  Journal  is  five  dollars  a  year  ;  there  are  at 
present  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  hundred  sub- 
scribers. 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  ROSTON. 

Ending  April  28ih,    from  the  Health- Office  Returns. 

April  22.— Sarah  Reed,  19.  23.— M.  E.  J.  Sumey, 
16  mo.;  Isabella  Harris  ;  John  Jonah,  53  ;  Nathan  John- 
son. 25. — Fanny  Penniman,  56  ;  Mary  Meriam,  55  ; 
John  H.  Eaton,  38.  26— Bradley  C.  Steel,  12  mo.  ; 
Susan  G.  Hunting,  23  ;  David  French.  27.— Hannah 
Clark,  32  ;  Eliza  Wentwortb,  35  ;  Catharine  Mason,  26. 

28. — Elkanah    Freeman,  27  ;   Diana  Jackson  ;    ■ 

Harden  ;   Adam  Rupp  Rynex,  21  : Bancroft. 

Consumption,  4 — Lung-Fever,  2 — Asthma,  1 — Intem- 
perance, 1 — Drowned,  1 — Apoplexy,  1 — Stoppage  in 
Stomach,  1 — Childbed,  1 — Inflammation  of  Brain,  1  — 
Stillborn,  1. 
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Edited  by  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  m.  r>. — Published  weekly 
by  John  Cotton,  Proprietor,  (to  whom  all  Communi- 
cations must  be  directed,  post-paid,)  at  two  dollars  a 
year,  payable  in  advance,  for  six  months  or  a  year. — 
Subscriptions  received  at  his  Office,  No.  47,  Marlboro1- 
Street,  corner  of  Franklin-Street,  or  at  the  Bookstore, 
same  No.  
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